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CHARLESTON. 

Consul  Rawson-  W alker  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

My  Lord,  Charleston , May  14,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit,  herewith  enclosed,  Annual 
Trade  .Reports  for  Charleston  and  District  for  the  past  year  of 
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(Signed)  E.  H.  RA  WSON-WALKER. 
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General  Trade. 

The  returns  for  the  business  year  of  1892-93  show  that  there  General  trade, 
was  a considerable  falling-off  in  the  aggregate  trade  of  Charleston 
as  compared  with  the  previous  season ; the  same  condition  of 
affairs,  however,  appears  to  have  generally  prevailed  elsewhere, 
and  the  best  authorities  agree  in  the  opinion  that  the  year  1893 
was,  in  respect  to  its  trade  and  business,  perhaps  the  worst  ever 
(1793)  a 2 
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experienced  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  The  commercial 
agencies  of  Bradstreets  and  B.  G-.  Dun  and  Co.,  whose  reputations 
for  accuracy  stand  very  high  in  business  circles,  and  whose 
opinions  are  based  on  careful  inquiries  extending  all  over  the 
country,  declare  that  last  year  was  the  most  disastrous,  and  the 
losses  sustained  more  severe  than  for  the  past  50  years.  There 
were  50  per  cent,  more  failures  during  1893  than  in  1892,  and 
the  liabilities  were  400  per  cent,  larger.  75  railway  companies, 
representing  a capital  of  1,651,000,000  dol.  (333,000,000/.),  went 
into  the  hands  of  receivers,  and  bank  clearances  were  12  per  cent, 
less  than  in  1892.  The  business  depression  was  not  confined 
either  to  this  port  or  this  country,  similar  unfavourable  conditions 
having  prevailed,  in  a greater  or  less  degree,  in  nearly  every 
country  throughout  the  civilised  world. 

In  view  of  the  generally  depressed  state  of  trade  elsewhere,  it 
is  perhaps  not  very  remarkable  that  the  business  of  Charleston 
and  of  South  Carolina  should  have  suffered  somewhat,  although 
a comparison  of  the  decrease  here  as  compared  with  other  sur- 
rounding towns  is,  on  the  whole,  less  discouraging  in  reality  than 
in  appearance,  and  the  situation  at  the  close  of  the  season, 
although  not  bright,  is  nevertheless  not  altogether  without 
encouraging  features ; but  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  condition 
of  the  Carolina  farmers  is  perhaps  little  better  than  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year ; as  a rule,  they  are  as  much  involved  in 
debt  now  as  they  were  a year  ago  on  account  of  short  crops  and 
low  prices,  and,  having  been  • unable  in  many  cases  to  make  ends 
meet,  much  hardship  will  doubtless  be  experienced  before  another 
crop  can  be  made  and  marketed. 

The  manufacturing  industries  of  the  State  had  a fairly  pros- 
perous year,  none  of  them  having  been  forced  to  cease  operations 
on  account  of  trade  depression,  and  there  was  an  increased 
demand  for  their  goods.  With  one  or  two  small  exceptions  there 
were  no  bank  failures  in  the  State ; the  principal  crops  were  pro- 
duced at  less  expense  than  for  many  previous  seasons,  and  there 
was  an  appreciable  decrease  in  the  business  done  in  lien  loans  and 
mortgages  on  farmers’  crops ; trade  also  appears  to  have  gotten 
more  down  towards  a cash  basis  than  was  formerly  the  case. 
Labour  is  in  abundant  supply,  and  the  number  of  the  unemployed 
does  not  seem  to  be  greater  than  can  be  provided  for  by  the 
ordinary  resources  of  the  community.  The  public  health  has 
been  generally  good,  and  the  courage  of  the  people,  which  was 
subjected  to  exceptionally  severe  tests  last  year  from  destructive 
storms  and  depressed  trade,  is  buoyed  up  and  in  a measure 
sustained  by  a knowledge  that  present  misfortunes  are  not 
altogether  local  in  their  nature,  and  also  by  a belief  that  there  is 
reasonable  ground  for  hoping,  as  the  year  closes,  for  improved 
trade  conditions  next  season,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  wide- 
spread financial  panic  of  1893  has  spent  its  force,  and  that  there 
is  a general  brightening  of  the  business  outlook  all  over  the 
country. 

The  resources  of  the  port  of  Charleston  underwent  exception- 
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ally  great  trials  during  the  past  year,  and,  on  the  whole,  they  have 
stood  them  well.  Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  unfavourable 
conditions  prevailing  throughout  the  whole  business  world  are 
aware  that,  while  in  many  towns  banks  were  failing,  mills  closing, 
furnace  fires  dying  out,  and  the  army  of  the  unemployed  begging 
for  bread  in  the  streets,  business  institutions  here  gave  proof  of 
their  stability  and  strength  by  the  success  with  which  they  passed 
through  the  trying  period ; factories  and  mills  at  this  place  kept 
running  on  full  time,  banks  met  all  claims  on  them,  and  furnace 
lires  were  kept  blazing. 

The  total  value  of  the  trade  of  this  port  during  the  com- 
mercial year  ending  August  31,  1893,  according  to  official  reports, 
was  75,126,899  dol.  (15,025,379/.),  being  a decrease  of  8,778,498  dol. 
(1,755,699/.)  as  compared  with  the  aggregate  business  of  the 
previous  year.  The  loss  in  the  value  of  cotton  receipts  was 

5,570,020  dol.  (1,114,004/.)  ; cotton  goods,  domestics,  &c., 
489,918  dol.  (97,983/.) ; crude  phosphate  rock,  5,000,000  dol. 
(1,000,000/.);  and  grocery  trade,  145,510  dol.  (29,102/.).  The 
above-mentioned  decrease  in  the  value  of  cotton  and  cotton  goods 
was  due  principally  to  such  natural  causes  as  over-production  and 
lower  prices ; in  naval  stores  to  the  gradual  exhaustion  of  the 
yellow  pine  forests  in  this  section  which  has  made  the  business 
in  turpentine,  resin,  and  tar  a steadily  decreasing  one  at  Charleston 
for  the  past  several  years ; but  losses  in  the  phosphate  and  grocery 
trade  were,  to  a great  extent,  due  to  political  causes  and  unfavour- 
able legislation  in  regard  to  tax  assessments,  state  royalties,  railway 
rates,  and  liquor  laws.  While,  however,  Charleston’s  trade  shows 
a falling-off  in  the  directions  named,  there  was,  on  the  other  hand, 
an  increase  of  431,000  dol.  (86,200/.)  in  the  fruit  and  vegetable 
business;  70,167  dol.  (14,033/.)  in  lumber ; 566,000  dol.  (113,200/.) 
in  manufactures;  and  1,883,538  dol.  (376,707/.)  in  fertilisers. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  losses  and  gains  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  during  last  August  Charleston  was  visited  by 
probably  the  worst  storm  that  has  ever  occurred  here  within  the 
memory  of  any  living  person,  causing  1,000,000  dol.  worth  of 
damages  to  wharves,  warehouses,  dwellings,  and  other  property  in 
the  town;  fortunately,  however,  most  of  these  damages  were 
covered  by  storm  insurance  policies,  enabling  owners  to  promptly 
repair  injuries  and  to  rebuild  property  destroyed.  So  vigorously, 
indeed,  was  the  work  of  repair  prosecuted  and  accomplished  that 
the  docks,  warehouses,  and  cotton  presses  were  in  readiness  to 
handle  the  new  crop  as  soon  as  the  staple  commenced  to  come  in, 
the  opening  of  the  new  cotton  season  following  closely  upon  the 
heels  of  the  storm. 

The  evil  effects  of  the  hurricane  were  also  hurtful  in  other 
respects  to  this  port,  inasmuch  as  it  destroyed  the  trade  with  some 
of  the  best  customers  Charleston  had  along  the  Carolina  coast  and 
in  the  interior  of  the  State. 

The  business  reviews  of  many  other  towns  of  the  south  and 
west  show  that  the  relative  decrease  in  the  volume  of  trade  was 
quite  as  large,  or  even  larger,  the  past  season  than  at  this  place,  as, 
(1793) 
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for  instance,  New  Orleans,  the  principal  American  cotton  port, 
where  the  total  trade  of  the  year  shows  a falling-off  of 
95,000,000  dol.  (19,000,000/.).  Disastrous  panics  also  occurred 
in  several  other  neighbouring  towns  and  business  centres,  and  in  a 
number  of  instances  resort  was  had  to  very  unsound  devices  in 
order  that  business  might  be  kept  moving.  At  Charleston  there 
was  no  panic  whatever,  and  no  change  was  made  in  the  customary 
financial  methods  of  doing  business,  although  there  was  a scarcity 
of  money  during  the  summer  months,  and  interest  on  loans  was 
high  and  exchange  rates  very  low  for  a time,  but  on  September  1, 
when  the  new  business  season  opened;  the  banks  here  had  deposits 
on  hand  of  over  500,000  dol.  (100,000/.)  in  excess  of  the  corre- 
sponding period  the  year  before.  The  ability  displayed  in  success- 
fully confronting  and  surmounting  tiie  unusual  difficulties 
experienced  last  year  speak  highly  for  Charleston’s  business 
conservatism,  recuperative  energy,  and  commercial  strength,  and 
it  also  shows  that  with  her  present  excellent  terminal  facilities, 
deep  water  harbour,  and  other  advantages,  she  possesses  the  power 
to  command  future  success. 


Manufactures. 

There  was  a gratifying  increase  last  year  in  the  output  of  the 
manufacturing  establishments,  notwithstanding  the  last  two  years 
of  business  depression  that  seems  to  have  reached  its  culminating 
point  during  the  closing  months  of  the  season,  and  has  tended  to 
injuriously  affect  many  forms  of  manufacturing  business  and 
industrial  enterprise,  Charleston’s  industries  have  so  far  weathered 
the  storm  satisfactorily,  and  held  their  own  in  the  face  of  the 
adverse  circumstances,  and,  as  the  year  closes,  the  general 
prosperity  in  manufacturing  circles  is  reported  as  unimpaired. 

The  trade  in  commercial  fertilisers,  upon  which  the  business 
of  this  port  largely  depends,  was  somewhat  better  than  during  the 
previous  year,  and  prices  were  higher.  But  owing  to  the  almost 
universal  sale  by  cotton  planters  of  their  cotton  seed  to  the  oil 
mills,  fertiliser  manufacturing  companies  were  obliged  to  purchase 
more  largely  than  before  of  ammoniated  goods  in  order  to  supply 
the  deficiency  of  cotton  .seed,  which  has  heretofore  been  so 
important  an  item  in  the  preparation  of  compost  on  the  farms. 

The  prices  of  the  various  chemicals,  such  as  potash,  soda, 
nitrate,  muriate,  &c.,  used  in  the  manufacture  of  commercial 
fertilisers,  are  still  high,  but  they  show  a slight  decrease  below 
the  ruling  figures  of  a year  ago.  As  the  demand  for  ammoniated 
goods  was  heavier  than  usual  during  the  past  year,  there  was  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  value  of  the  annual  product  of 
188,000  dol.  (3/, 600/.),  the  result  of  the  year  having  been 
4, 86/, 000  dol.  (973,400/.)  worth  of  ammoniated  goods  produced  in 
1893  compared  with  4,679,000  dol.  (535,800/.)  in  1892.  The 
transfer  of  the  Meade  property  to  the  Keade  Fertiliser  Mills  will 
add  to  the  product  next  year.  The  cost  of  producing  manufactured 
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fertilisers  the  past  season  was  less  than  ever  before,  owing  to  the 
greater  economy  resulting  from  the  use  of  pyrites  in  place  of 
brimstone  for  making  sulphuric  acid. 

The  Charleston  Cotton  Mill  did  a fairly  prosperous  business, 
and  up  to  the  close  of  the  season  had  no  orders  cancelled,  the 
value  of  the  annual  product  showing  a slight  increase.  The  prices 
of  shirtings  and  sheetings  are  about  J per  cent,  higher  than  the 
year  before,  but  yarns  are  dull  and  lower  with  very  little  demand. 

The  barrel  manufacturing  business  has  about  kept  its  head 
above  water,  but  Georgia  competition  has  increased,  and  prices  for 
barrels  have  been  considerably  reduced.  The  Ventilated  Barrel 
Company  succumbed  to  the  hard  times,  leaving  the  field  now  in 
possession  of  the  Tide-water  and  Palmer  Barrel  Manufacturing 
Companies. 

The  ice  factories  did  a good  business  notwithstanding  the  very 
low  rates  for  manufactured  ice  that  prevailed  early  in  the  season, 
and  the  value  of  the  year’s  product  was  somewhat  increased.  The 
Charleston  Ice  Manufacturing  Company  has  now  a daily  capacity 
of  75  tons,  and  the  Palmetto  Brewery  ice  plant  25  tons.  During 
the  months  of  July  and  August  the  quotations  per  ton  for  ice 
advanced  from  2 dol.  to  6 dol. 

The  bag  manufacturing  enterprise,  consisting  of  the  Eoyal  Bag- 
Factory  and  Leiding’s  Bag  Factory,  has  managed  to  realise  a fair 
margin  of  profit,  during  the  season,  although  prices  for  their  goods 
were  lower,  and  increased  difficulties  were  experienced  in  making 
collections. 

The  Charleston  Bagging  Company  also  did  a good  business, 
the  output  being  about  1,000,000  yards  in  excess  of  the  year  before, 
but  prices  ruled  1 c.  per  yard  cheaper. 

The  Mutual  Cotton-seed  Oil  Kefinery  shared  in  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  cotton-seed  oil  business  last  year.  The  total 
value  of  the  annual  product  was  300,000  dol.  (60,000/.),  compared 
with  140,000  dol.  (28,000/.)  for  the  year  before. 

The  Charleston  Lead  Company  in  its  second  season  had  a 
fairly  satisfactory  year,  the  product  amounting  to  125,000  dol. 
(25,000/.),  as  compared  with  75,000  dol.  (15,000/.)  for  1892. 

The  Fernolme  Chemical  Works  did  a moderately  paying- 
business,  and  turned  out  a product  valued  at  265,000  dol.  (53,000/.). 

The  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company  increased  its  capital 
from  50,000  dol.  (10,000/.)  to  100,000  dol.  (20,000/.),  and  moved 
into  its  handsome  new  quarters,  having  now  a thoroughly  equipped 
electric  plant  that  will  compare  favourably  with  any  similar 
establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  country. 

The  Charleston  Gas  Light  Company  had  a good  year,  and,  not- 
withstanding the  competition  of  the  Electric  Light  Company,  has 
made  considerable  important  additions  to  its  equipment. 

The  Palmetto  Brewing  Company  also  enjoyed  a very  good 
business  from  January  1 to  the  beginning  of  July,  when  the  new 
State  Dispensary  Liquor  Laws  went  into  effect,  and  it  is  believed 
that  this  enterprise  will  continue  to  be  one  of  Charleston’s  success- 
ful industries,  as  the  State  authorities  have  made  arrangements  to- 
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continue  the  business  of  the  company  which  is  now  carried  on 
under  the  control  and  direction  of  the  State  officers. 

The  above  are  only  a few  of  Charleston’s  principal  manufac- 
turing industries.  There  are  numerous  others  of  less  importance 
that  have  stood  the  test  of  years  of  experience,  and  which  have 
done  fairly  well  during  the  past  very  trying  year,  as  the  tables 
contained  in  the  following  pages  will  show,  and  on  the  whole  the 
result  is  encouraging  in  view  o'f  the  general  prevailing  depression. 

The  wholesale  trade  of  Charleston  had  to  contend  with  several 
serious  drawbacks  during  the  past  season,  the  first  of  which  was 
the  collapse  in  the  price  of  cotton  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  a 
natural  consequence  resulting  from  the  enormous  crop  of 
9,000,000  bales  of  the  staple  produced,  the  largest  ever  made  in 
the  United  States  by  1,000,000  bales  or  more.  The  decline  in 
cotton  values  had  a most  injurious  effect  on  the  wholesale  trade, 
not  only  here  but  throughout  all  the  cotton  States.  Planters  were 
in  many  cases  unable  to  meet  obligations  for  last  year’s  supplies  of 
food,  clothing,  and  farm  implements,  and  were  not  in  a position  to 
make  contracts  for  necessaries  required  during  the  coming  season. 

The  New  South  Carolina  Liquor  or  Dispensary  Law,  that  went 
into  operation  on- July  1,  1893,  also  had  a harmful  effect  on  the 
wholesale  trade,  inasmuch  as  the  law  in  question  prohibited 
private  parties  from  dealing  in  spirits,  wines,  beer;  &c.,  the  State 
authorities  only  permitting  the  lawful  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors 
through  its  owm  appointed  agents  or  dispensers,  as  they  are  called. 
One  result  of  this  law,  which  has  had  an  important  bearing  on 
wholesale  trade,  has  been  the  withdrawal  from  this  State  of  a 
considerable  amount  of  capital  formerly  invested  here  in  the 
wholesale  liquor  business,  the  dealers  being  compelled  either  to 
remove  their  establishments  to  other  States  (which  many  have 
done)  or  retire  . from  the  business  altogether. 

Unfavourable  railway  legislation  also  proved  a drawback  to  the 
wholesale  trade,  the  railways  being  hampered  and  interfered  with 
in  the  matter  of  freight  rates,  taxation,  &c.  Discriminating  rates 
in  favour  of  other  ports  also  took  away  a considerable  amount  of 
cotton  from  Charleston  last  season  that,  under  ordinary  conditions, 
should  have  come  to  this  port  and  aided  indirectly  to  swell  the 
value  of  the  year’s  wholesale  trade. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  all  of  these  untoward  conditions,  a 
comparison  with  other  ports  will  show  that  Charleston  has  made  a 
tolerably  good  fight,  and,  while  a decrease  took  place  in  most 
branches  of  wholesale  trade,  it  is  noted  that  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  decrease  was  not  very  great,  and  in  some  lines  there  was 
a decided  improvement  both  as  to  the  actual  volume  of  business 
done  and  prices  realised. 

The  financial  situation,  which  had  been  very  bad  during  the 
spring  and  summer  months,  began  to  gradually  improve  as  the 
autumn  season  approached ; returning  confidence  was  shown  by 
the  re-opening  of  numerous  banks  and  mills  that  had  temporarily 
suspended ; there  were  increased  deposits  in  the  savings  institu- 
tions ; and  the  general  situation  was  materially  improved  by  the 
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practical  means  of  relief  employed  by  bankers,  and  the  action 
taken  by  the  National  Congress  indicating  an  early  repeal  of  the 
Sherman  Silver  Bill  by  both  the  Senate  and  the  House.  It  has 
been  observed  that,  from  the  past  financial  history  of  this  country, 
severe  revulsions  or  panics  may  be  expected  to  occur  at  intervals 
of  about  every  10  years,  very  similar  to  the  storms  that,  in  physical 
nature,  periodically  occur  every  8 or  10  years  along  the  South 
Atlantic  coasts  of  the  United  States,  long  periods  of  comparative 
quiet  and  peace  appearing  to  generate  the  elements  which  compose 
the  violent  hurricanes  that  form  in  the  West  Indies,  and,  moving 
northward,  impinge  upon  these  coasts  at  the  above-named  intervals, 
sometimes  with  appalling  loss  of  life  and  property.  So  in  the 
financial  world  it  is  found  that  a continuous  series  of  poor  crops, 
or  a widespread  desire  to  realise  upon  assets  after  a long  period  of 
extended  credits,  pave  the  way  for  what  are  commonly  known  as 
panics,  which,  although  they  might  ultimately  prove  in  some 
respects  salutary  in  their  effects,  are  nevertheless  extremely 
hurtful  by  reason  of  the  feeling  of  unreasonable  distrust  and  fear 
inseparably  connected  with  them,  causing  great  shrinkage  in 
values,  and  forcing  many  actually  solvent  persons  to  suspend 
payments.  It  is  well  understood,  however,  that  the  money  crisis 
experienced  here  during  the  past  year  was  brought  about  mainly 
by  the  fact  that  England,  the  great  banking  centre  of  the  world, 
having  sustained  heavy  losses  in  South  America  and  Australia, 
had  become  apprehensive  that  the  operation  of  the  Sherman  Law 
would  eventually  bring  the  United  States  to  a silver  standard; 
she  therefore  disposed  heavily  of  her  American  securities  of  all 
kinds  in  this  market,  thus  drawing  large  quantities  of  gold  from 
America.  Another  cause  also  was  the  uncertainty -existing  as  to 
future  changes  in  the  tariff  laws  likely  to  be  made  by  Congress, 
causing  manufacturers  to  make  their  output  as  small  as  possible 
until  the  question  is  finally  settled.  It  was  evident,  however,  as 
the  year  closed  that,  although  the  financial  prospect  was  brightening 
for  the  country  at  large,  the  causes  of  the  stringency  were  so 
varied  and  serious  that  the  process  of  recovery  would  necessarily 
be  slow,  and  must  be  patiently  waited  for ; but  owing  to  the  fact 
that  at  Charleston  conservative  estimates  had  always  been  placed 
upon  the  value  of  property  situated  here,  there  was  fortunately 
no  appreciable  diminution  in  values,  and  no  important  failures 
occurred  throughout  the  year.  Indeed,  during  the  whole  of  last 
year’s  financial  disturbances,  Charleston  maintained  an  exception- 
ally strong  stand ; her  capital  proved  to  be  sufficient  for  the 
ordinary  carrying-on  of  business;  and  although  the  issuing  of 
“ clearing-house  certificates,”  as  a temporary  substitute  to  relieve 
the  want  of  money,  was  a course  generally  resorted  to  elsewhere, 
the  banks  here  were  in  a strong  enough  position  to  meet  all 
demands  upon  them  with  coin  and  currency,  the  fact  having  been 
established  by  actual  research,  as  before  stated,  that  the  amount  of 
deposits  in  the  banks  of  Charleston  on  September  3,  1893,  was  in 
the  aggregate  over  500,000  dol.  more  than  on  the  corresponding 
date  in  1892.  Large  sums  were  invested  in  this  market  last  year 
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in  stocks  and  bonds,  and  heavy  investments  of  money  were  also 
made  in  the  different  securities  dealt  in  by  the  local  brokers  and 
dealers. 

There  were,  however,  considerable  fluctuations  from  time 
to  time  in  the  prices  of  many  favourite  securities,  owing,  perhaps, 
to  causes  not  of  a general  nature,  but  the  leading  stocks  and 
bonds  that  command  public  confidence  maintained  a relatively 
normal  value.  The  rate  of  interest  for  money  ruled  high  during, 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  while  good  investments  in  bonds 
did  not  pay  more  than  5 per  cent.,  money  was  in  demand  for 
loans  at  from  7 per  cent,  to  8 per  cent.  The  city  credit  stands 
high  notwithstanding  the  year’s  depressing  influences,  and 
Charleston  bonds  were  eagerly  sought . for  by  investors,  large 
amounts  having  found  their  way  to  the  principal  money  centres  of 
* the  north. 


No  material  change  has  taken  place  in  the  general  railway 
situation  since  last  year’s  report.  The  South  Carolina  Railway, 
Charleston’s  main  business  artery  and  feeder,  still  remains  at  the 
end  of  the  year  in  the  hands  of  the  Courts,  being  ably  managed,  as 
it  has  been  for  the  past  3 or  4 years,  by  Receiver  D.  H.  Chamber- 
lain,  appointed  by  the  United  States  District  Court.  The  general 
impression  seems  to  be  that  when  the  road  is  eventually  sold  and 
its  affairs  finally  settled,  it  is  almost  a foregone  conclusion  that  it 
will  be  bought,  leased,  or  in  some  way  controlled  by  one  of  the 
great  railway  systems  leading  to  the  wrest.  At  the  present  time, 
indications  appear  to  point  to  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railway 
as  being  most  likely  to  own  or  control  this  road  in  the  future. 
The  sale  of  the  road  has  been  fixed  by  the  courts  for  April  12, 
1894,  but  it  is  a matter  of  some  doubt  as  to  whether  it  will  take 
place  on  the  day  named  or  another  postponement  be  added  to  the 
numerous  ones  already  made,  at  the  instance  of  bondholders  and 
other  interested  parties,  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  this  property. 
Two  years  ago  much  inconvenience  and  loss  was  experienced  by 
the  inability  of  the  railways  centering  here  to  afford  adequate 
traffic  facilities  for  promptly  handling  the  heavy  cotton  crop  that 
came  to  market  with  such  a rush  in  the  autumn  of  1891.  The 
roads  became  blockaded,  traffic  was  congested,  and  numbers  of 
British  and  other  foreign  vessels  were  placed  on  demurrage  before 
they  could  obtain  cargoes.  No  difficulties  of  this  kind  were  en- 
countered last  year,  considerable  additions  and  improvements 
having  been  made  to  the  roads,  they  are  now  amply  provided  with 
means  to  handle  a larger  amount  of  business  than  ever  before 
presented  to  them,  and  there  is  little  likelihood  of  traffic  blockades 
occurring  again  in  the  future.  The  railways  entering  Charleston 
have  never  been  in  better  working  order  than  at  the  present  time ; 
they  are  managed  with  skill  and  ability,  but  it  is  to  the  great 
granary  of  the  West  that  Charleston  must  look  for  the  traffic  which 
is  necessary  for  the  fullest  development  of  the  trade  and  resources 
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of  this  port.  The  traffic  returns  of  the  different  railways  for  the 
last  year  show  that  while  the  business  was  not  so  good  as  the 
previous  season,  nevertheless  it  may  be  considered  fairly  satisfac- 
tory on  the  whole  when  due  regard  is  had  for  the  unfortunate 
business  depression  that  prevailed,  together  with  the  financial 
stringency  and  unfavourable  railway  legislation  with  which  the 
roads  had  to  contend.  The  figures  given  compare  very  favourably 
. with  most  other  roads  in  this  section  of  the  country  during  the 
same  period.  The  West  Shore  Terminal  Eailway,  which  was 
established  as  a spur  or  feeder  on  the  west  side  of  the  town  by  the 
South  Carolina  management,  has  proved  by  the  traffic  last  year  to 
be  a very  important  addition  to  the  South  Carolina  Eailway 
system. 

The  trade  over  the  West  Shore  line  consisted  principallv  of 
salt,  sulphur,  pyrites,  fertilisers,  lumber,  cross  ties  (railway  sleepers), 
and  a general  assortment  of  building  material.  The  overhead 
arrangements  for  loading  and  discharging  cargoes  are  complete, 
and  the  capacity  for  handling  materials  in  bulk  is  now  claimed  to 
be  equal  to  that  of  any  port  on  the  South  Atlantic  Coast. 

During  the  storm  of  last  August,  shipping  found  shelter  and 
protection  at  the  excellent  and  commodious  wharves  of  the  West 
Shore  Company,  which  remained  intact  and  ready  for  business 
after  the  hurricane  was  over. 

The  North-Eastern  Eailway  Company  spent  large  sums  of 
money  in  roadway  and  other  improvements  in  connection  with  their 
terminal  tracks  and  wharves.  The  additions  made  to  its  equip- 
ment, and  the  liberal  policy  displayed  in  the  adoption  of  new  and 
improved  appliances  has  enabled  this  road  to  attain  greater 
despatch  and  regularity  in  the  transport  and  delivery  of  shipments 
in  connection  with  its  large  and  increasing  business.  The  docks 
of  the  Company,  situated  on  Cooper  Eiver,  have  been  greatly  im- 
proved, and  their  position  enables  shipping  loading  or  unloading 
there  to  be  easily  accessible  from  all  parts  of  the  town. 

The  East  Shore  Terminal  Company  has  also  completed  arrange- 
ments that  greatly  facilitate  communication  in  transferring  freights 
between  ships  taking  or  discharging  cargoes  at  wharves  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  town  and  the  different  railway  termini  leading 
to  or  from  Charleston.  Eailway  cars  now  come  directly  alongside 
of  ships,  and  when  loaded  are  forwarded  to  any  part  of  the 
country  without  breaking  bulk  or  changing  wheels,  as  formerly, 
owing  to  the  principal  American  railways  having  now  adopted 
a standard  uniform  gauge  of  4 feet  8J  inches  for  their  tracks 
instead  of  the  5 feet  gauge  in  general  use  on  southern  railways  until 
the  change  to  a uniform  standard  was  made  a few  years  ago. 

The  Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailway,  which  forms  one  of  the 
connecting  links  of  the  through  mail  highway  along  the  Atlantic 
Coast  of  the  United  States  between  the  Northern  States,  Florida 
and  the  West  Indies,  only  did  a fair  business  last  year.  Freights 
showed  a considerable  falling-off  owing  to  the  low  prices  resulting 
from  the  excessively  large  crop  of  cotton  of  1891,  the  bad  crop  o? 
1892,  and  the  disturbances  of  credit  and  financial  embarrassments 
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of  last  season.  Fortunately,  however,  although  there  was  a very 
great  decrease  in  the  cotton  business,  other  branches  of  traffic 
maintained  something  like  normal  proportions;  the  tourist  and 
excursion  season  was  tolerably  good,  the  extremely  cold  weather 
having  induced  many  persons  from  northern  sections  to  seek 
winter  homes  in  the  milder  climate  of  Florida,  and,  moreover,  the 
period  of  Lent  last  year,  having  extended  into  April,  large  numbers 
of  wealthy  and  fashionable  Americans  visited  Florida  also,  greatly 
benefiting  railways  and  winter  resort  hotels.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railway  derived  much  benefit  from 
the  movement  northward  of  early  fruits  and  vegetables  grown  in 
Florida,  South-west  Georgia,  and  points  in  South  Carolina  tributary 
to  the  road.  The  Youngs  Island  Branch  Railway,  connecting  the 
main  line  with  the  Sea  Islands  along  the  Carolina  coast,  has  given 
a stimulus  to  the  cultivation  of  vegetables  in  that  section,  that  is 
shown  by  the  steady  growth  of  this  business  from  year  to  year ; 
the  interests  so  developed  appearing  to  give  promise  of  renewed 
life  for  the  Sea  Islands  along  the  southern  coast  which  were  once 
the  pride  of  the  State,  and  from  which  Charleston  formerly  derived 
much  substantial  advantage  and  prosperity. 


Shipping,  &c. 

Shipping,  &c.  The  total  number  of  vessels  of  all  nationalities  (excepting 
those  under  100  tons)  arriving  at  Charleston  last  year,  1893,  were 
774,  with  a net  tonnage  of  799,211  tons,  compared  with  839 
arrivals  for  the  year  before,  with  a tonnage  of  859,992  tons.  The 
annual  return  of  British  shipping,  however,  for  1893  (which  will 
be  found  under  the  head  of  shipping  and  navigation)  shows  that, 
while  the  total  arrivals  for  all  nations  indicate  a decrease,  there 
was  nevertheless  a marked  increase  last  year  both  in  the  number 
and  tonnage  of  British  vessels  coming  to  Charleston  ; the  average 
carrying  capacity,  tonnage,  and  draught  of  water  having  been 
greater  than  ever  before  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  port. 

The  increased  depth  of  water  now  on  Charleston  bar  has 
enabled  charterers  of  late  to  bring  larger  ships  with  deeper 
draught  to  the  docks  here  during  the  past  autumn  than  has  before 
been  possible.  During  1893  the  entries  of  British  ships  (mostly 
steamers)  numbered  69,  with  a tonnage  of  89,326  tons,  in  com- 
parison with  51  arrivals  in  1892  of  61,247  tons,  thus  showing  an 
increase  in  British  ships  in  favour  of  last  year  of  18  vessels  and 
28,079  tons.  Up  to  a year  ago  the  usual  size  of  vessels  taking- 
cargoes  of  cotton  at  this  port  were  5,000  bales  to  6,000  bales 
^capacity  each,  drawing  about  17J  feet  of  wTater,  but  during 
the  last  few  months  9,000  to  10,000  bale  cargoes  have  been 
cleared,  and  proceeded  to  sea  without  any  difficulty  in  crossing 
the  bar  with  draughts  of  19-^  feet.  There  was  also  a noteworthy 
absence  the  past  season  of  demurrage  claims  on  account  of  the 
inability  of  charterers  to  obtain  cotton  in  time  to  load  ships 
according  to  terms  of  charter  party.  Very  much  inconvenience 
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and  loss  of  time  and  money  was  sustained  by  numbers  of  British 
ships  during  the  autumn  months  of  1892  from  this  cause  in  cases 
where  suits  for  damages  for  breach  of  contract  were  fruitless 
owing  to  the  absence  of  financial  resources  on  the  part  of 
charterers. 


Cotton  Fires . 

With  one  comparatively  trifling  exception  there  were  no  cotton  Cotton  fires, 
fires  on  British  vessels  at  Charleston  during  the  year  1893.  A 
small  fire  occurred  on  board  the  steamship  “ Glenloig,”  on  October 
10  last,  while  the  ship  was  loading  cotton  at  her  dock  for  Bremen. 

The  fire  was  easily  controlled,  however,  and  the  damage  done 
confined  to  a few  bales  in  the  fore  peak  compartment  of  the  ship. 

3 years  have  now  passed  since  the  last  serious  cotton  fire  on  ship- 
board at  this  port,  the  record  in  this  respect  being  in  pleasing 
contrast  with  the  alarming  frequency  with  which  these  fires 
occurred  some  4 or  5 years  ago. 

The  improved  harbour  facilities  now  afforded  have  resulted 
also  in  a conspicuous  absence  of  the  vexatious  delays  in  loaded 
ships  getting  to  sea,  whicli  were  so  often  experienced  heretofore, 
and  the  unavoidable  groundings,  thumpings,  and  bumpings  which 
most  loaded  vessels  of  17  feet,  or  more,  draught  had  to  encounter 
in  crossing  Charleston  bar  would  appear  now  to  be,  happily,  a 
thing  of  the  past. 


Charleston  Bar. 

Probably,  however,  the  most  important  and  interesting  feature  Deep  water 
in  this  year’s  review  of  Charleston’s  trade  resources  is  an  account  on  Charleston 
of  the  work  done  on  the  jetties,  and  particularly  the  gratifying  bar' 
results  obtained  during  the  past  six  months  for  deepening  the 
water  on  the  bar,  results  calculated  to  aid  materially  in  the 
development  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  port  and  the  wide 
area  of  country  tributary  thereto.  The  chief  obstacle  heretofore 
existing  to  this  development  has  been  the  narrow  barrier  of  sand 
known  as  Charleston  bar  lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
reducing  the  depth  of  the  channel  entrance  into  the  harbour, 
from  deep  water  without  to  deep  water  within,  to  figures  that 
scarcely  admitted  a passage  way  for  vessels  drawing  over  17  feet 
or  17^  feet  of  water.  Owing,  however,  to  the  engineering  skill 
that  planned  and  built  the  jetties,  two  long  walls  of  stone 
100  feet  wide  at  the  base,  extending  out  from  either  side  of  the 
harbour  to  the  bar,  and  to  the  liberal  action  of  the  United  States 
Government  in  supporting  the  labours  of  the  engineer  directing 
the  work  with  adequate  appropriations  of  money,  a remarkable 
and  gratifying  improvement  has  taken  place,  the  results  achieved 
within  the  last  6 months  being  particularly  worthy  of  notice,  and 
likely  to  interest  the  shipping  world.  Prom  official  surveys  and 
reports  of  the  progress  of  the  work  of  deepening  the  bar  by  the 
engineers  in  charge  the  following  figures  are  taken,  and,  in  order 
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that  a clearer  understanding  may  be  had  of  the  jetty  improve- 
ments, attention  is  at  the  same  time  directed  to  a plan  or  map  of 
Charleston  harbour  improvements  accompanying  this  report.  In 
June,  1892,  the  best  continuous  mean  high-water  channel  that 
could  be  obtained  through  the  jetties  was  15  feet.  Three  months 
later  this  was  increased  1 foot ; two  months  later,  in  November, 
a narrow  19-foot  opening  had  been  cut  by  the  combined  action  of 
dredging  and  the  scouring  effect  of  the  confined  out-flowing  tides. 
At  the  end  of  12  months,  in  June,  1893,  a good  navigable  channel 
was  reported  20  feet  deep  at  mean  high-water.  In  December, 
1893,  this  had  been  increased  to  21  feet,  and  at  the  date  of  the 
preparation  of  this  report,  March  31,  1894,  it  is  officially  stated 
that  there  is  a clear  channel  wTay  now  over  Charleston  bar  of 
22  feet  4 inches  at  ordinary  high-water,  which  on  spring  tides 
would  give  about  23  feet  4 inches,  with  a possible  6 inches  to 
1 foot  more  in  the  event  of  spring  tides  and  stiff  easterly  winds 
happening  to  occur  at  the  same  time.  The  officials  in  charge  of 
the  jetties  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  a reasonable  probability 
that,  perhaps,  within  the  next  year  25  feet  to  26  feet  will  be 
obtained,  26  feet  being  the  depth  originally  calculated  on  by  the 
engineers  who  first  designed  the  system  of  jetties  at  this  port. 

Much  of  the  recent  success  obtained  is  due  to  the  Diver  and 
Harbour  Bill  passed  by  Congress  and  approved  by  the  President 
July  13,  1892,  appropriating  over  2,000,000  dol.  (400,000/.)  for 
harbour  improvements  at  Charleston,  and  providing  for  con- 
tinuous work  on  the  same  until  completed,  thus  rendering  a 
successful  prosecution  of  the  operations  more  feasible  than  was 
possible  under  the  former  plan  of  intermittent  and  insufficient 
appropriations,  involving  uncertainty  and  interruptions  to  the 
work,  and  losses  of  results  gained  during  temporary  suspensions  of 
labour.  Great  advantage  was  also  derived  under  the  recent  law 
which  enabled  the  officials  to  make  a single  contract  for  com- 
pleting of  the  work,  Government  pledging  itself  to  provide  funds 
for  the  continuance  of  the  operations  until  the  jetties  were  finished. 
As  a result  of  the  large  sums  paid  out,  the  railways  were  induced 
to  provide  better  facilities  in  the  way  of  cars  and  special  trains  for 
carrying  rock  from  the  quarries — 130  miles  distant  to  the  docks — 
for  the  jetty  work  ; contractors  being  sure  of  steady  employment, 
enlarged  their  plants,  and  the  rate  of  progress  was  60  per  cent, 
better  than  before,  with  the  result  as  already  mentioned  in  the 
effects  produced  during  recent  months  in  improving  the  bar. 
During  the  past  year,  for  the  first  time,  a good  navigable  channel 
has  been  afforded  between  the  jetties,  suitable  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  a larger  class  of  vessels  than  have  heretofore  been  able 
to  enter  this  port ; and  Charleston  now  possesses  a better  depth 
of  water  to  the  ocean  than  she  has  ever  before  enjoyed. 

The  Lighthouse  Department  of  the  Government  has  provided 
the  new  channel  with  suitable  lights ; and  through  this  passage- 
way most  of  the  shipping  now  enter  and  leave  this  port.  It  is 
expected  that  the  position  of  the  light-ship  now  anchored  off 
Rattlesnake  Shoals  will  soon  be  removed  to  a point  directly  oppo- 


ARBOUR 


CHARLESTON. 


13 


site  the  jetty  entrance,  and  4 miles  nearer  to  the  same ; and  vessels 
approaching  this  port  will  than  have,  by  keeping  the  light-ship, 
Fort  Sumter  and  St.  Phillip’s  church  steeple  in  range,  a straight- 
away channel  from  the  sea  to  the  city  almost  as  direct  as  the 
crow  flies,  an  advantage  said  to  be  found  at  no  other  port  in  this 
country. 

Fuller  details  with  respect  to  the  different  branches  of  Charles- 
ton’s principal  departments  of  trade  during  the  past  year  will  be 
found  under  their  respective  headings  in  the  following  pages. 


Cotton. 

Notwithstanding  the  excellent  facilities  now  possessed  by 
Charleston  for  handling  and  shipping  cotton,  there  was  a heavy 
falling-off  in  the  receipts  of  the  staple  at  this  port  during  the 
season  of  1892-93,  owing  partly  to  the  short  crop  produced,  partly 
to  discriminating  railway  rates  in  operation,  and  also  to  several 
other  causes  below  mentioned. 

The  receipts  of  all  classes  of  cotton  during  the  year  ending 
August  31,  1893,  were  306,449  bales,  compared  with  511,273  bales 
the  preceding  year,  showing  a decrease  of  about  40  per  cent,  in  the 
receipts  of  the  year  just  closed  ; a falling-off  so  serious  in  its  pro- 
portions that  it  may  be  well  to  consider  the  causes  leading  to  this 
result.  The  territory  lying  within  a radius  of  100  miles  of 
Charleston,  which  has  heretofore  been  almost  exclusively  con- 
trolled by  this  market,  is  now  partly  occupied  by  competing  ports, 
and  much  of  the  cotton  trade  was  for  this  reason  diverted  to  other 
points. 

After  making  due  allowance  for  the  comparative  failure  in  the 
yield  of  last  year’s  cotton  crop,  which  had  an  unfavourable  effect 
on  receipts  at  all  the  ports,  but  more  especially  those  situated  on 
the  Atlantic  coast,  it  was  apparent  that  an  important  cause  of 
the  decrease  here  was  the  discrimination  in  railway  rates  against 
Charleston  by  the  combination  of  rival  railway  systems  and 
syndicates,  whose  interests  were  antagonist  to  this  port,  and  in 
close  sympathy  with  competing  points  situated  on  either  side 
thereof.  Eailways  built  by  Charleston  capital  and  owned  hitherto 
here  have  been  absorbed  by  parties  having  interests  elsewhere,  and 
whose  best  efforts  were  inimical  to  this  place  and  directed  to  the 
building  up  of  rival  ports.  It  appears  plain  that  so  long  as  the 
railways  in  the  State  are  owned  or  controlled  by  those  whose 
interests  are  not  identical  with  Charleston,  that  her  cotton  business 
must  be  seriously  handicapped,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  she 
is  now  in  a position  to  offer  advantages  second  to  none  on  this 
coast,  that  the  bar  now  affords  ample  water  accommodation  to 
float  ships  of  10,000  bales  of  cotton  capacity  or  more,  and  that  her 
railways  are  now  able  to  bring  produce  from  the  interior  of  the 
country  directly  along  the  ship’s  side  without  breaking  bulk  or 
entailing  additional  expense. 

Another  cause  to  which  the  decrease  in  the  cotton  receipts 
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receipts. 


Exports. 


last  year  is  partly  attributable,  was  a certain  amount  of  prejudice 
that  appear^  to  have  been  created  among  the  farmers  against  this 
market  by  the  efforts  of  the  politicians  who,  in  order  to  further 
their  own  individual  interest,  have  sought  to  array  one  section  of 
the  State  against  another,  to  the  injury  of  this  port.  The  outlook 
at  the  end  of  the  cotton  year  indicated  that,  notwithstanding  an 
increased  acreage,  the  yield'of  the  growing  crop,  nearly  ready  for 
market,  would  not  be  equal  to  last  year;  with  the  probability, 
therefore,  of  better  prices  prevailing  as  the  season  advanced. 

For  almost  a year  the  cotton  business  has  suffered  from  the 
financial  stringency,  dull  trade,  and  marked  depression  in  almost 
every  department  of  industrial  affairs,  but,  with  the  removal  of 
these  causes,  the  opinion  was  widely  entertained  that  a general 
improvement  would  likely  take  place,  and  that  cotton,  the  great 
staple  of  the  south,  would  soon  command  better  prices. 

The  receipts  of  cotton  at  Charleston  during  the  past  25  years, 
were  as  follows  : — 


Table  showing  the  Keceipts  of  Cotton  at  Charleston  during 
the  Past  25  Years. 


Years. 

Quantity. 

Bales. 

1870-71 

250,761 

1871-72 

356,544 

1872-78 

386,128 

1878-74 

438,713 

1874-75 

419,947 

1875-76 

396,812 

1876-77 

455,677 

1877-78 

429,292 

1878-79 

502,995 

1880-81 

625,187 

1881-82 

502,394 

1882-83 

568,207 

1883-84 

428,301 

1884-85 

512,039 

1885-86 

505,168 

1886-87 

400,346 

1887-88 

450,068 

1888-89 

416,490 

1889-90 

349,828 

1890-91 

557,744 

1891-92 

511,293 

1892-93 

306,449 

Comparative  Exports  of  upland  Cotton . 

The  comparative  exports  of  uplands  from  this  port  from 
September  1,  1892,  to  August  31,  1893,  inclusive,  and  also  for  the 
same  period  during  1891-92  were : — 
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Foreign  Exports. 


Places  Exported  to. 

Quantity. 

1892-93. 

1891-92. 

Liverpool  . . 

Bales. 

83,419 

Bales. 

158,102 

Havre 

7,537 

5,550 

Continental  ports  . . 

122,956 

184,632 

Total 

213,903 

348,284 

Coastwise  Exports,  &c. 


Place. 

Quantity. 

1892-93. 

1891-92. 

New  York  . . .. 

Interior,  by  rail  . . . . . . 

Bales. 

72,201 

3,854 

Bales. 

129,365 

430 

Total 

76,055 

129,795 

Grand  Total. 

Quantity. 

1892-93. 

1891-92. 

Grand  total  of  foreign  and  coast- 
wise 

Bales. 

289,958 

Bales. 

478,079 

Pi  'ices  for  Uplands. 

. The  prices  quoted  for  middling  upland  cotton  at  Charleston  on  Prices  for 
the  first  of  each  month  during  the  past  year  were  as  follows : — uplands. 


(1793) 
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Sea  Islands, 


Neiv  crop. 


Receipts, 
exports,  &e. 


Prices. 


Date. 

j Middling  per  Lb. 

September  2,  1892., 

Cents. 

61 

October  7,  1892 

7* 

November  4,1892.. 

7if 

December  2,  1892  . . 

91 

January  6,  1893 

9$ 

February  3,  1893  .. 

9* 

March  3,  1893  

9 

April  7,  1893  

8 

May  5,  1893  

7* 

June  2,  1893  . . . . . . . . 

7t 

July  7,  1893  . . . . . . . . 

71 

August  4,  1893  I 

September  1,  1893. . ..  ..  ..1 

71 

61 

Sea  Island  Cotton. 

Under  the  prospect  of  a smaller  crop  the  market  for  Sea  Island 
cotton,  for  the  season  of  1892-93,  opened  in  September,  1892,  with 
quotations  of  17^  c.  per  lb.  for  fine  Florid  as,  and  in  October  21  c. 
was  quoted  for  medium  fine  Carolinas. 

The  market  then  advanced  steadily  until  early  in  December 
when  25  c.  was  paid  for  fine  Floridas  and  28  c.  for  medium  fine 
Carolinas.  From  this  time  on  through  January,  1893,  there  was 
a very  light  demand,  ana  prices  gradually  declined  until  the  end 
of  February,  when  fine  Floridas  sold  for  19  c.  and  medium  fine 
Carolinas  brought  25  c.,  the  market  advancing  again  in  April  to 
20  c.  for  fine  Floridas  with  very  little  change  taking  place  in 
values  from  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  season  at  the  end  of 
August. 

Up  to  August  26,  1893,  there  was  a very  good  prospect  that 
the  new  crop  would  be  slightly  in  excess  of  the  previous  year, 
but  the  storm  along  the  Carolina  coast,  on  August  27,  is  estimated 
to  have  destroyed  from  one-third  to  one-half  of  the  Carolina  crop, 
while  the  Georgia  crop  showed  considerable  damage  from  rust 
and  exhaustion  of  vitality  of  the  plants.  The  Florida  crop,  however, 
gave  promise  of  a somewhat  larger  yield  than  for  the  year  before,- 
although  in  some  other  respects  the  conditions  were  less  favourable. 

The  Sea  Island  cotton  crop  of  the  United  States  is  produced 
on  the  low  sandy  islands  skirting  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  Florida,  the  climate  and  soil  being  adapted  only  on 
these  islands  for  the  production  of  the  beautiful  long  silky  staple, 
of  which  this  grade  of  cotton  is  composed,  and  which  has 
commanded,  at  one  time  since  the  American  Civil  War,  as  high  a 
price  as  1 dol.  per  lb. 


Receipts , Exports , and  Stocks. 

The  receipts,  exports,  and  stock  of  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 
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Florida,  Sea  Island  cotton  during  1892-93  at  Charleston,  as 
compared  with  the  same  time  in  1891-92,  was  as  follows  : — 


Receipts. 


Quantity. 

1892-93. 

1891-92. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Carolinas  . . . . . . 

5,824 

9,219 

Georgias  and  Floridas 

6 

31 

Stock  on  hand,  September  1, 1892 

119 

564 

Total  . . 

5,949 

9,814 

Exports. 


Quantity. 

1892-93. 

1891-92. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Sea  Islands,  exported 

5,527 

9,664 

Stock — Carolinas  . . , . 

416 

119 

Georgias  and  Floridas 

6 

30 

Total  

5,949 

9,813 

Comparative  Exports. 


To— 

Quantity. 

1892-93. 

1891-92. 

Liverpool  . . . , 

Bales. 

3,299 

Bales. 

2,557 

Havre 

352 

241 

New  York  ..  .. 

1,876 

6,896 

Total  

5,527 

9,694 

Total  Crop  of  Sea  Islands. 

The  following  comparative  statements  show  the  total  extent  Total  crop, 
of  the  crops  of  1892-93  and  1891-92,  also  the  total  exports  and 
their  destination  as  well  as  the  stocks  on  hand  at  Charleston  and 
Savannah,  the  two  principal  American  Sea  Island  cotton  markets  : — 
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Supplemen- 

tary. 


Receipts  of  Carolinas. 


Receipts  at — 

Quantity. 

1892-93. 

1891-92. 

Charleston  . . . . 

Savannah  . . 

Total  

Bales. 

5,824 

1,375 

Bales. 

9,218 

2,286 

7,199 

11,504 

Receipt  of  Georgia 

AND  FLORIDAS. 

• 

Quantity. 

Receipts  at — 

1892-93. 

1891-92. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Charleston  . . . . 

6 

31 

Savannah  . . 

24,404 

39,798 

Fernandina. . 

2,625 

4,113 

Jacksonville  . . . . 

121 

330 

Brunswick  . . . . 

726 

3,456 

Total  

27,782 

47,728 

Grand  Total. 

Quantity. 

1892-93. 

1891-92. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Grand  total  of  crop 

49,981 

59,232 

Supplementary  Cotton  Trade  from  September  1 to  December 

31,  1893. 

The  total  receipts  of  cotton  of  all  classes  at  Charleston  from 
September  1 to  December  31,  1893,  amounted  to  336,858  hales 
in  comparison  with  205,257  bales  during  the  same  period  of  the 
year  before,  showing  an  increase  in  the  receipts  the  past  year  of 
130,601  bales  in  excess  of  the  corresponding  4 months  of  the 
preceding  year. 

The  total  exports  during  the  same  time  were  256,433  bales  for 
the  last  4 months  compared  with  205,257  bales  for  the  same  in 
1 892,  leaving  a stock  on  hand  and  on  ship-board  at  the  close  of 
the  past  year  of  80,425  bales,  in  comparison  with  45,532  bales  on 
hand  for  the  corresponding  date  1 year  ago. 


CHARLESTON. 


19 


Sea  Islands . 

The  total  receipts  of  Sea  Islands  from  September  1 to  Decern-  Sea  Islands, 
her  31,  1893,  were  1,840  bales,  compared  with  5,656  bales  for  the 
same  time  the  year  before,  and  the  exports  were  1,243  bales  last 
year  and  3,782  bales  in  1892,  leaving  a stock  on  hand  and  ship-board, 
including  stock  brought  over  from  the  previous  season,  of  1,033 
bales,  compared  with  1,990  bales  for  the  year  before. 


Comparative  Exports  of  Sea  Islands  and  Uplands  from 
September  1,  1893,  to  December  31,  1893. 

Foreign. 


To— 

1893. 

1892. 

Sea  Islands. 

Uplands. 

Sea  Islands. 

Uplands. 

Liverpool 
Havre  . . 
Continental  ports 

Bales. 

166 

Bales. 

93,002 

11,175 

101,904 

Bales. 

1,202 

949 

Bales. 
• 75,107 
7,900 
70,743 

Total 

166 

206,081 

1 

2,151 

153,750 

Domestic. 


1893. 

1892. 

To— 

Sea  Islands. 

Uplands. 

Sea  Islands. 

Uplands. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

New  York 

1,077 

50,362 

1,631 

51,507 

Grand  Total. 


1893. 

1892. 

Sea  Islands. 

Uplands. 

Sea  Islands. 

Uplands. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Grand  total  .. 

1,243 

256,433 

3,782 

205,257 

Closing  Prices. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1893  the  tone  of  the  cotton  market  Price, 
was  quiet  and  steady  with  a fair  demand,  the  ruling  quotations 
for  good  middling  upland  cotton  were  7-g-  c.  per  lb.,  and  for  Sea 
Island  medium  fine  20  c.  to  22  c.  per  lb. ; fine  30  c.  to  35  c.  per 
lb. ; extra  fine,  40  c.  to  50  c.  per  lb. 
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Phosphates  and  Fertilisers. 

On  tlie  opening  of  the  season  of  1892-93  there  were  many 
discouraging  features  prevailing  in  the  business  of  manufacturing 
fertilisers  ; trade  for  the  year  before  had  been  dull,  having  fallen- 
off  in  the  aggregate  about  70,000  tons,  and  the  market  showed 
■very  little  animation  up  to  the  end  of  December. 

Early  in  January,  1893,  however,  business  improved  greatly, 
and  during  January,  February,  March,  and  April  the  shipments  of 
fertilisers  were  so  heavy  as  to  cause  a good  deal  of  astonishment 
both  here  and  abroad.  There  were  good  reasons  that  accounted  for 
this  ; Charleston  was  well  equipped  for  the  business,  the  fertiliser 
factories  being  excellently  situated  with  deep  water  and  railway 
facilities  convenient.  Crude  phosphate  rock  is  easily  obtained  from 
the  mines,  and  manufacturers  now  use  the  less  expensive  pyrites 
instead  of  sulphur  for  making  acid,  thus  enabling  them  to  make 
commercial  manures  as  cheaply  as  they  can  he  produced  else- 
where ; that  this  can  be  done  being  shown  by  the  fact  that  nearly 
the  whole  output  of  the  14  or  15  fertiliser  factories  at  Charleston 
last  year  was  sold  and  shipped. 

Up  to  within  a few  years  ago  this  was  an  essentially  agricul- 
tural section  of  country,  having  few  other  industries  besides  cotton 
planting,  with  the  exception  of  some  small  interests  in  gold 
mining  in  the  upper  mountain  districts  of  the  State,  and  for  a long 
time  agriculture  was  almost  confined  to  the  production  of  cotton, 
and  even  up  to  the  present  time  the  principal  crop  continues  .to  be 
cotton,  although  quantities  of  rice,  sugar-cane,  tobacco,  and  grain 
are  now  added  to  the  yearly  product.  The  cotton  crop  of  the 
Southern  States  has  kept  pace  with  other  advances  made  in  this 
country,  last  year’s  total  crop  of  about  8,000,000  bales  being 
estimated  as  having  a money  value  of  325,000,000  dol. 
(65,000,000/.),  in  addition  to  which  25,000,000  dol.  (5,000,000/.) 
more  was  realised  from  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  cotton-seeci, 
cotton-seed  meal,  cotton-seed  oil,  and  oil-cake. 

There  are  now  20,000,000  acres  of  land  annually  planted  with 
cotton  in  the  Southern  States,  requiring  large  quantities  of 
machinery,  labour,  animals,  ploughs,  wagons,  harness,  and  food 
supplies. 

It  is  therefore  evident,  from  the  above-mentioned  facts,  that 
the  extent  of  the  cotton-growing  industry  is  very  great,  with  a 
wide  field  for  the  sale  and  use  of  commercial  manures,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  tons  being  annually  required. 

It  is,  perhaps,  difficult  to  say  which  has  made  the  greater 
advance — cotton,  in  its  acreage  and  production,  or  the  output  of 
manufactured  fertilisers  needed  yearly  to  promote  the  growth  of 
this  staple.  20,000,000  acres  in  cotton  alone  is  a vast  area,  but 
the  States  now  using  commercial  manures  are  by  no  means  limited 
to  those  growing  cotton ; they  include  territory  extending  from  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  across  the  entire  south,  and  some  of  the  grain- 
growing  States  in  the  west  are  also  beginning  to  use  Carolina 
fertilisers. 
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The  large  surplus  cotton  crop  left  over  year  before  last  made 
the  price  of  cotton  so  low  that  serious  apprehensions  were  felt  for 
the  ensuing  business  season  in  fertilisers.  The  fact  had  been  over- 
looked that  this  business  is  a growing  one,  steadily  increasing  in 
volume  from  year  to  year,  and  that  it  would  require  widespread 
stagnation  in  order  to  seriously  check  its  growth.  The  south  is, 
however,  very  conservative,  and  its  financial  condition  is,  on  the 
whole,  substantially  good.  Large  crops  of  staple  articles  are  yearly 
produced,  cotton  manufactures  are  considerable,  and  coal  mining, 
coke  making,  and  iron  mining  and  manufacturing  are  conducted  on 
a large  scale. 

The  timber  interests  also  are  immense,  and  the  shipments  of 
lumber  and  railway  cross-ties  (sleepers)  have  been  very  large. 

The  investment  of  millions  of  dollars  in  phosphate  enterprises 
in  Florida  caused  some  apprehensions  last  year  for  fear  the 
Carolina  establishments  would  be  injured  thereby,  but  these 
apprehensions  do  not  appear  to  have  been  justified  by  results,  and 
South  Carolina  now  has  27  phosphate  mining  companies,  two  of 
which,  the  Coosaw  Company  and  the  Charleston  Mining  Company, 
have  a capital  of  1,000,000  dol.  each.  The  Charleston  Mining 
and  Manufacturing  Company  is  a land  rock  concern,  and  the 
Coosaw  Company  dredge  their  rock  from  the  beds  of  rivers.  Most 
of  the  foreign  exports  of  Carolina  phosphate  rock  are  shipped 
from  Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  but  the  principal  manufactories  for 
making  fertilisers  are  situated  at  or  near  Charleston  ; indeed,  the 
business  of  manufacturing  fertilisers  has  grown  to  such  large 
proportions  within  the  past  few  years  that  the  importation  of 
commercial  manures  has  practically  ceased  to  be  an  item  in  the 
yearly  imports  here. 


List  of  Carolina  Mining  Companies. 

The  following  list  includes  the  names  of  all  the  river  and  land  List  of 
mining  phosphate  companies  in  South  Carolina,  showing  the  annual  minin&. 
capacity  of  each  : — companies. 
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Shipments. 


Beaufort 

shipment®. 


Name. 

Annual  Mining 
Capacity. 

Charleston  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Co.  . . 

Tons. 

100,000 

William  Gregg  and  Co.. . 

• • 

15,000 

C.  C.  Pinckney,  Junr.,  and  Co. 

• • 

30,000 

Charles  H.  Drayton  and  Co.  .. 

• • 

15,000 

Rose  Mining  Co. 

• • 

15,000 

William  L.  Bradley  and  Co.  . . 

9 • 

30,000 

St.  Andrew’s  Mines  Co. 

• • 

20,000 

Bolton  Mines  Co.  . , 

20,000 

Wando  Phosphate  Co.  .. 

15,000 

C.  0.  Campbell  and  Co. 

15,000 

E.  B.  Fishburne  and  Co.  . . 

• • » « 

20,000 

Horseshoe  Mines  Co.  . . 

• • • • 

20,000 

Meadville  Mines  Co.  ..  .. 

• • i i 

20,000 

Mount  Holly  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Co. 

15,000 

Palmetto  Mines. . 

10,000 

Beaufort  Phosphate  Co. 

25,000 

Coosaw  Co. 

150,000 

Phosphate  Mining  Co.,  Limited 

50,000 

Farmers  Co.  . . . . ,, 

» • • • 

25,000 

Bear  Swamp  Mining  Co. 

• • • • 

12,000 

W.  Y.  Fripp’s  Co. 
Williman’s  Island  Co.  .. 

• • • • 

5,000 

15,000 

E.  C.  Williams  and  Co. 

5,000 

Archdale  Co. 

• • 

15,000 

Eureka  Mine  Co.  . . 

• • 

15,000 

Dotterer  Mine  Co. 

• • 

15,000 

St.  Helena  Mine  Co 

10,000 

Foreign  and  Domestic  Shipments  of  Crude  and  Ground  Rock. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  shipments  of  crude  and 
ground  phosphate  rock  from  Charleston  to  foreign  ports  and 
domestic  points,  and  also  to  the  west  by  railway  for  the  years 
1891-92  and  1892-93  respectively: — 


To— 

Quantity. 

1891-92. 

1892-93. 

Domestic  ports  and  interior  by 

Tons. 

Tons. 

rail 

202,340 

161,281 

Foreign  ports  . «, 

4,396 

175 

Total 

206,736 

161,456 

Shipments  from  Beaufort. 

The  shipments  of  Carolina  Eiver  phosphate  rock  from  Beaufort, 
South  Carolina,  were  as  follows  : — 
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To- 

Quantity. 

1891-92. 

1892-93. 

Foreign  ports 

Tons. 

120,058 

Tons. 

177,893 

Domestic  ports 

30,602 

69,230 

Interior  points  by  rail 

10,000 

12,500 

Consumed  at  Beaufort 

16,000 

15,000 

Total 

176,660 

274,623 

Recapitulation. — Total  Phosphate  Business. 


The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  the  Carolina  phosphate 
rock  business  for  the  past  two  years,  together  with  the  total  ship- 
ments and  consumption : — 


Carolina  Phosphate  Rock. 


Charleston. 


To— 

Quantity. 

1891-92. 

1892-93. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Foreign  ports 

4,396 

175 

Coastwise  „ • . 

143,627 

121,939 

Interior  points 

58,713 

39,342 

Consumed  by  fertiliser  manu- 

facturers . . 

165,000 

155,000 

Total 

371,736 

316,456 

Beaufort. 


To— 

Quantity. 

. 1891-92. 

1892-93. 

Foreign  ports  . • 

Tons. 

120,058 

Tons. 

177,893 

Coastwise  . . 

. , 

#l 

30,602 

96,720 

Interior 

10,000 

12,500 

Consumed  . . 

16,000 

15,000 

Total 

• • 

•• 

176,660 

302,113 

Recapitula* 

tion. 
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UNITED  STATES. 


Prices. 


Recent 

phosphate 

discoveries. 


World’s 

phosphate 

resources. 


Grand  Total  of  Carolina  Phosphate  Rock, 


Quantity. 

Shipped  and  Consumed — 

1891-92. 

1892-93. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Charleston  . , 

371,736 

316,456 

Beaufort 

176,660 

302,113 

Total  . . 

548,396 

618,569 

Prices  for  Rock. 

The  prices  for  phosphate  rock  at  the  mines  near  Charleston  on 
August  31,  1893,  were  as  follows : — 


Description. 

Per  Ton. 

River  Rock. 

Land  Rock. 

| Dol.  c. 

Dol.  c. 

Crude  rock  . . . . 

3 50 

4 00 

Hot-air  dried  ..  ..  ..I 

Hot-air  dried,  60  per  cent,  guaran- 

4  00 

4 75 

teed  . . . . 

4 75 

4 75 

Phosphate  Discoveries. 

The  last  reported  phosphate  discoveries  are  situated  in  Algiers 
and  Tunis,  and  they  are  said  to  be  of  considerable  extent.  These 
deposits  are  stated  to  be  some  distance  away  from  rail  or  water 
communication,  and  are  estimated  to  contain  15,000,000  tons, 
analysing  from  50  per  cent,  to  70  per  cent,  of  phosphate  lime. 


The  World's  Supply  of  Phosphate  and  Guano. 

The  yearly  sources  of  supply  of  the  world’s  most  important 
phosphate  and  guano  mines  in  comparison  with  that  of  the 
Carolina  product  is  shown  by  the  following  table  prepared  during 
the  past  year  ; — 
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Name  of  Country  or 
State. 

Average 

Yearly 

Product. 

How  Mainly  Disposed  of 
or  Shipped. 

Algeria 

Phosphates  . . 

Tons. 

2,500 

To  Germany 

Belgium 

450,000 

To  Mons  and  Liege 

France 

450,000 

75  per  cent,  exported 

Canada 

Apatites 

31,000 

United  States  and  Europe 

Florida 

Phosphates  . . 

200,000 

Mostly  exported 

England 

Coprolites  . . 

30,000 

Used  at  home 

Germany 

Phosphates  . . 

50,000 

Used  locally 

Hayti 

• • 

2,000 

Sent  to  the  United 

Mexico 

Guano 

5,000 

Kingdom 
To  Hamburg 

Norway 

Apatites 

20,000 

To  Germany 

North  Carolina 

Phosphates  . . 

7,500 

Used  locally 

Russia 

75,000 

Used  locally 

South  America 
South  Carolina 

Peruvian 

guano 

Phosphates  . . 

60,000 

600,000 

Generally  exported 
Largely  exported 

Carolina  Fertilisers. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  South  Carolina  Fertiliser  manu-  Fertilisers 
facturing  companies: — Asliepoo  Fertiliser  Co.;  Ashley  Fertiliser 
Co. ; Atlantic  Fertiliser  Co. ; Berkeley  Fertiliser  Co. ; Baldwin 
Fertiliser  Co. ; Chicora  Fertiliser  Co. ; Columbia  Fertiliser  Co. ; 

Edisto  Fertiliser  Co. ; Etiwan  Fertiliser  Co. ; Greenville  Fertiliser 
Co. ; Georgia  Chemical  Fertiliser  Co.  ; Globe  Fertiliser  Co.  ; 

Imperial  Fertiliser  Co. ; Meadville  Fertiliser  Co. ; Pacific  Guano 
Co. ; Piedmont  Fertiliser  Co.  (burned)  ; Port  Eoyal  Fertiliser  Co. ; 

Boyal  Fertiliser  Co. ; Stono  Fertiliser  Co. ; Wando  Fertiliser  Co. ; 

Wappo  Mills  Fertiliser  Co. ; Wilcox,  Gibbs,  and  Co. ; Bead 
Fertiliser  Co. 


Sales  of  Manufactured  Fertilisers. 

The  total  sales  of  Carolina  manufactured  fertilisers  during  the  Sales, 
past  business  year  amounted  to  366,618  tons,  of  which  325,618  tons 
were  sold  or  shipped  from  Charleston,  and  31,000  tons  from  Port 
Boyal.  During  the  previous  year  of  1891-92  the  shipments 
were  214,338f  tons  from  Charleston  and  30,000  tons  from  Port 
Boyal. 


Imports  of  Chemicals , &e. 

The  amount  and  value  of  chemicals  used  in  the  manufacture  Chemical 
of  fertilisers  imported  into  Charleston  during  the  season  of  1892-93  imports, 
were  as  follows : — 
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UNITED  STATES. 


Supplemen- 

tary. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

Dollars. 

Kainit 

6,907 

45,042 

Sulphur  ..  ..  ..  .. 

4,490 

18,518 

Muriate  potash 

1,594 

58,231 

Pyrites  (sulphur)  . . 

14,192 

40,927 

Manure  salt 

50 

1,163 

Phosphates . . 

450 

2,467 

Guano 

418 

4,180 

Brimstone  . . 

4,050 

97,153 

Sulphur  potash 

75 

3,395 

Total  

32,228 

271,076 

Supplementary. 

The  trade  in  Carolina  phosphate  rock  and  fertilisers  during  the 
last  4 months  of  the  past  year,  that  is,  from  September  1 to 
December  31,  1893,  was  as  follows: — Shipments  from  Charleston, 
62,673  tons  of  phosphate  rock,  and  36,723  tons  of  fertilisers,  which 
was  sent  to  domestic  ports  and  interior  points  by  rail  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  comparatively  trifling  amount  of  175  tons  shipped  to 
foreign  countries.  The  shipments  from  Beaufort,  during  the  same 
time,  were  41,000  tons  of  phosphate  rock,  of  which  30,000  tons 
went  to  foreign  countries,  and  the  remaining  11,000  tons  to 
domestic  ports  of  the  United  States. 

The  proportionately  small  export  of  Carolina  rock,  as  shown 
by  these  figures  in  comparison  with  previous  years,  was  owing  to 
the  serious  injury  sustained  by  the  river  rock  phosphate  companies 
during  the  August  storm  of  1893,  most  of  these  companies  being 
situated  around  Beaufort  and  Port  Boy al.  So  disastrous  indeed 
was  the  storm  referred  to  that  most  of  the  river  companies  were 
forced  to  practically  suspend  operations  for  several  months,  and 
even  up  to  the  close  of  the  year  only  a partial  resumption  of 
business  had  taken  place  on  account  of  repairs  to  damaged  property 
and  the  restoration  of  plant  destroyed  not  having  been  completed, 
although  at  the  opening  of  the  new  year  of  1894  the  prospects 
were  favourable  that  a full  resumption  of  business  would  soon  take 
place. 


Tennessee  Phosphate  Beds. 

Attention  has  lately  been  directed  to  the  phosphate  beds  of 
Tennessee,  in  this  consular  district,  by  a paper  published  on  the 
subject  by  Dr.  F.  M.  Stafford  that  appears  to  be  of  considerable 
public  interest,  and  the  following  observations,  which  have  been 
taken. principally  from  or  suggested  by  Dr.  Stafford’s  article,  may 
not  be  uninteresting  to  British  readers  in  view  of  the  large  amount 
of  English  capital  now  invested  in  Carolina  and  Florida  phosphate 
industries. 

The  existence  of  the  Tennessee  beds  have  been  known  for  a 
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long  time,  but  a knowledge  of  their  phosphatic  character  is  a 
matter  of  somewhat  recent  discovery. 

The  people  of  Florida  had  often  pierced  the  phosphate  deposits 
in  their  State  when  they  were  boring  wells  for  water,  and  in  like 
manner  the  Tennesseeans  as  often  pierced  their  phosphate  beds  in 
searching  for  coal.  In  both  cases  the  “ rock  ” which  was  con- 
sidered so  objectionable  and  denounced  as  an  obstruction  and 
nuisance  has  since  proved  to  be  of  incalculable  value. 

The  Tennessee  beds  are  found  interstratified  with  the  rocks  of 
the  plateau  country  lying  west  of  the  meridian  of  Nashville  and 
between  that  place  and  the  Tennessee  Eiver.  Their  geological 
position  is  well  marked  and  easily  found  ; they  are  met  with  in  all 
the  counties  within  the  above-mentioned  limits,  but  they  are  not 
everywhere  thick  or  of  good  enough  quality  to  deserve  attention. 

In  certain  favoured  regions,  however,  they  occur  in  large  volume, 
and  some  of  them  have  been  described  as  “ real  bonanzas  of  phos- 
phate rock  ” ; the  deposits  are  divided  into  two  distinct  and  im- 
portant beds,  one  above  and  one  below  a stratum  known  as  black 
shale. 

The  one  above  is  a bed  or  layer  of  concretionary  masses,  balls, 
and  kidney  and  knee-shaped  forms  ranging  from  the  size  of 
walnuts  to  that  of  a man’s  head.  These  are  sometimes  loosely 
disposed  in  a greenish  blue  coloured  shale,  and  sometimes  thickly 
packed  together  like  so  many  cannon  balls  in  a layer  8 inches 
or  10  inches  in  thickness,  ordinarily  the  layer  is  not  so  thick,  being 
often  represented  by  a few  scattered  concretions,  but  thick  or  thin 
it  is  almost  universally  present,  its  “ kidneys  ” serving  to  show  the 
location  of  the  black  shale  and  the  underlying  bed  when  these  are 
concealed  by  debris  or  soil. 

The  other  phosphate  bed,  that  underlying  the  shale  and  the 
most  important  of  the  two,  is  in  its  best  condition,  a well  defined 
continuous  stratum  of  dark  bluish  or  bluish  black,  rarely  greyish, 
rock  with  fine  or  coarse  grain ; its  regularly  stratified  character 
making  it  appear  very  much  like  a bed  of  stove  coal,  this  com- 
parison giving  a good  idea  of  the  way  in  which  it  lies,  and  also 
indeed  of  the  manner  in  which  it  will  have  to  be  mined.  The 
material  of  which  it  is  composed,  when  examined  under  a magnifier, 
shows  points  of  pyrites ; the  coarse  grained  varieties  under  the 
same  conditions  abounding  in  small  seed-like  bodies  or  fragments 
of  a compact  phosphate,  and  also  as  a rule  showing  a small  spiral 
and  occasionally  a fish  tooth  or  fragment  of  fish  bone. 

The  black  shale  is  rarely  absent  from  its  proper  place,  it  con- 
tains some  bituminous  matter  and  flames  up  when  placed  upon 
live  coals  very  much  as  a piece  of  porous  brick  soaked  in  coal  oil 
would  do  ; this  having  led  many  ill-informed  persons  to  regard  the 
material  as  the  “ blossom  ” of  stove  coal,  and  in  consequence  it 
has  been  shafted,  tunnelled  and  pitted  in  a thousand  places  in 
Tennessee  in  the  search  for  coal  supposed  to  be  lying  underneath. 
It  is  older  than  coal,  however,  and  lies  1,000  feet  below  it  in  the 
Cumberland  mountain  formations,  the  phosphate  beds  and  shale 
pertaining  to  the  same  Devonian  period  and  resting  on  limestone. 
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The  thickness  of  the  lower  bed  ranges  from  a few  inches  to  a little 
more  than  4 feet  of  good  phosphate  rock,  the  full  extent,  however, 
of  the  available  deposit  has  not  as  yet  been  ascertained,  and  a large 
part  of  the  field  remains  to  be  investigated,  but  it  will  be 
thoroughly  explored  as  there  are  now  a large  number  of  prospectors 
already  at  work. 

As  an  example  of  the  better  phosphate  regions,  if  indeed  it  is 
not  the  best,  the  Swan  Creek  Valley,  in  Hickman  and  Lewis 
counties,  is  mentioned,  this  deposit  being  of  good  quality  and 
averaging  not  less  than  3 feet  in  thickness  with  an  area  20  miles 
long  by  4 miles  in  width,  making  80  square  miles  in  all.  The 
analysis  shows  that  the  deposit  contains  from  60  to  75  per  cent, 
of  bone  phosphate.  The  practical  working  of  the  rock  has  been 
tested  by  the  National  Fertiliser  Company  of  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
and  the  secretary  of  that  Company  states  that  the  rock  was  found 
to  grind  nicely,  and  that  when  acidulated  or  mixed  with  sulphuric 
acid  it  showed  a very  high  per  cent,  of  phosphoric  acid,  being 
richer  in  this  respect  than  they  had  ever  found  the  South  Carolina 
rock  to  be,  and  equal  to  the  highest  grades  from  Florida. 

It  is  a well  understood  fact,  however,  that  the  first  accounts  of 
phosphate  “ finds  ” are  usually  the  most  flattering  ones,  and  the 
rule  may  very  possibly  hold  good  in  this  case ; but  Dr.  Stafford’s 
descriptions  and  estimates  do  not  appear  to  indicate  undue  ex- 
citement or  enthusiasm;  and  the  report  of  the  Fertiliser  Company 
has  a business-like  air  about  it  that  seems  to  give  the  subject 
something  more  than  a mere  theoretical  interest  even  at  this  early 
stage  of  the  matter. 

Naval  Sto7'es  and  Lumber. 

The  receipts  of  naval  stores,  consisting  of  resin,  turpentine,  &c., 
last  year  were  considerably  less  than  the  year  before,  owing  to  the 
growing  scarcity  of  pine  trees  which  are  being  yearly  reduced  in 
number  in  this  section  by  the  steady  work  on  them,  and  the  con- 
sequent gradual  exhaustion  of  the  pine  forests.  Prices  were  fairly 
good  from  the  first  of  the  year  until  the  beginning  of  August,  when 
the  great  stringency  in  the  financial  world  caused  a marked 
decline  in  values,  spirits  of  turpentine  at  that  time  going  down  to 
22 J c.  per  gallon,  the  lowest  point  reached  in  many  years.  Most 
of  the  available  pine  trees  in  South  Carolina  hafe  been  worked 
almost  continuously  for  a number  of  years,  and  they  will  soon  cease 
to  yield  paying  quantities  of  turpentine  and  resin,  and  eventually 
these  products  will  have  to  be  obtained  principally  from  the  virgin 
forests  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and  Alabama. 


Receipts,  Exports,  and  Stock  of  Naval  Stores. 

The  following  comparative  statement  shows  the  receipts,  ex- 
ports, and  stock  at  this  port  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1893, 
and  also  for  the  year  before  : — 
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Receipts. 


- 

1892-93. 

1891-92. 

Spirits. 

Resin. 

Spirits. 

Resin. 

Stock  on  hand  . . . . 

Receipts  . . 

Casks. 

1,443 

22,542 

Barrels. 

15,982 

121,624 

Casks. 

3,282 

25,969 

Barrels. 

9,011 

127,262 

Total  . . 

23,985 

137,606 

29,251 

136,273 

Exports. 


To— 

1892-93. 

1891-92. 

Spirits. 

Resin. 

Spirits. 

Resin. 

Casks. 

Barrels. 

Casks. 

Barrels. 

Rotterdam  . . . . 

4,855 

17,418 

1,276 

12,840 

Hamburg 

192 

24,825 

3,397 

25,277 

Trieste  ..  ..  *• 

, . 

2,523 

. , 

10,337 

Glasgow. . 

4,340 

5,647 

2,105 

[2,525 

Genoa  . . 

2,235 

843 

5,781 

London.. 

1,970 

8,347 

1,711 

2,000 

Liverpool  . . . . 

8,110 

. . 

4,500 

Naples  ..  .. 

*720 

2,443 

. . 

Hull 

2,689 

650 

6,030 

Harburg  . . 

3,834 

. . 

2,456 

Barcelona 

414 

, * 

Stettin  . . 

9,609 

, . 

3,500 

Newcastle 

# # 

150 

9,520 

Bremen 

2,857 

. . 

1,668 

Antwerp 

1,250 

1,823 

Lubec  . « . • . . 

, , 

. . 

4,000 

Malmo.  • « . . . 

, # 

, . 

250 

Bamling 

, , 

. . 

2,805 

Venice  ,.  ..  .. 

2,425 

, . 

Cardiff  . . 

3,063 

. . 

, # 

Nord  Kopping  . . 

600 

. . 

« • 

Christiansand  . . 

2,620 

, . 

, , 

Europe  vi&  Savannah  . . 

2,400 

•• 

•• 

Total  foreign  exports 

12,077 

102,059 

11,382 

95,312 

Coastivise  Exports. 


The  coastwise  exports  of  naval  stores  from  September  1,  1892,  Coastw 
to  September  1,  1893,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
were : — 
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Prices. 


To— 

1892-93. 

1891-92. 

Spirits. 

Resin. 

Spirits. 

Resin. 

New  York 

Interior  points  by  rail 

Casks. 

7,887 

1,080 

Barrels. 

26,010 

60 

Casks. 

15,150 

1,267 

Barrels. 

22,470 

Total  .. 

8,967 

26,060 

16,417 

22,470 

Total  Receipts. 

The  receipts  of  naval  stores  (including  resin  and  turpentine) 
during  the  season  of  1892-93  were  144,166  barrels  and  casks,  in 
comparison  with  152,931  for  the  previous  season.  Ten  years 
ago  the  receipts  for  1882-83  were  366,471  casks  and  barrels, 
showing  that  during  this  period  there  1ms  been  a falling-off  of 
222,285  packages  in  the  yearly  business. 

Prices. 

Prices  quoted  for  the  leading  grades  of  resin  and  turpentine  on 
September  1,  1893,  were  as  follows: — 

Resin — C,  80  c.  per  barrel;  H,  1 dol.;  K,  1 dol.  60  c. ; 

M,  1 dol.  75  c. ; N,  2 dol.  60  c. ; and  for  spirits  of  turpentine, 
23 £ c.  per  gallon. 

On  December  31,  1893,  the  quotations  for  resin  were : — 
C,  95  c.;  H,  1 dol.  40  c. ; K,  2 dol.  30  c.  ; M,  3 dol  15  c. ; 

N,  3 dol.  15  c. ; window  glass,  3 dol.  55  c. ; water  white,  3 dol.  75  c. ; 
and  for  turpentine,  26-J  c.  to  27  c.  per  gallon. 

Supplementary. 

The  total  receipts  at  Charleston  from  the  opening  of  the  naval 
stores  season,  April  1,  1893,  to  December  31,  1893,  were  18,900 
casks  of  turpentine,  and  70,172  barrels  of  resin,  compared  with 
20,707  casks  of  turpentine  and  80,126  barrels  of  resin  received 
during  the  same  time  the  year  before. 

The  total  exports  during  the  same  period  were  18,631  casks  of 
turpentine  and  64,615  barrels  of  resin  last  year  in  comparison 
with  20,767  casks  of  turpentine  and  89,126  barrels  of  resin  the 
year  before,  leaving  a stock  on  hand  and  on  shipboard  at  the  close 
of  the  year  1893  of  1,603  casks  of  turpentine  and  9,615  barrels 
of  resin,  compared  with  2,556  casks  of  turpentine  and  10,110  barrels 
of  resin  on  hand  the  same  date  the  year  before. 

Of  the  exports  during  the  above-mentioned  period,  5,098  casks 
of  turpentine  and  19,408  barrels  of  resin  went  coastwise,  and 
13,533  casks  of  turpentine  and  45,556  barrels  of  resin  were 
•exported  to  foreign  countries,  of  which  latter  the  shipments  to 
Great  Britain  were  8,773  casks  of  turpentine  and  9,950  barrels  of 
resin. 
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Bice  Trade. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  harvest  the  season  of  1892-93  Rice- 
was  favourable,  hut  in  September,  1892,  heavy  and  long-continued 
rains  prevailed,  retarding  work  in  the  fields,  injuring  a considerable 
part  of  the  crop,  increasing  the  cost  of  production,  and  in  some 
cases  diminishing  the  expected  yield  per  acre  materially.  Still, 
however,  results  show  a larger  crop  than  that  of  the  previous 
year.  The  receipts  of  rice  at  the  South  Carolina  Mills  during  the 
year  ending  August  31,  1893,  were  1,237,479  bushels,  while  for 
the  year  before  they  were  only  971,615  bushels,  showing  an  increase 
in  favour  of  the  past  year  of  265,864  bushels. 

The  rice  crop,  for  the  same  period,  of  the  Atlantic  coast 
plantations  was  2,040,344  bushels  last  year,  compared  with 
1,641,822  bushels  the  previous  year,  an  increase  for  the  past 
season  of  398,522  bushels.  Last  season  was  also  a very  favour- 
able one  to  rice  planters  throughout  the  Gulf  States,  the  acreage 
and  product  being  considerably  larger  than  for  previous  years. 

The  receipts  at  Louisiana  mills  are  reported  at  8,091,784  bushels 
last  season,  in  comparison  with  4,241,807  bushels  the  year  before, 
an  increase  of  3,849,977  bushels  the  past  year. 

The  total  rice  crop  of  the  United  States  for  last  year  was 
10,132,128  bushels,  and  for  the  year  before  5,883,629  bushels, 
showing  that  the  increase  for  the  United  States  last  year 
was  4,248,499  bushels. 

The  first  cargo  of  new  Carolina  rice  for  the  past  season  was 
received  at  the  Planters’  and  Merchants’  Mill  at  Charleston  Sep- 
tember 1,  1892,  and  came  from  Pon  Pon  Eiver.  It  was  placed  on 
the  market  September  5,  and  sold  the  same  day  at  4J  c.  per  lb. 
Other  cargoes  followed  quickly,  although  the  preparation  of  the 
grain  for  market  was  delayed  by  the  heavy  rains  that  prevailed 
about  that  time  causing  the  arrivals  to  be  lighter  than  usual 
during  the  remainder  of  that  month,  and  prices  hardened  about 
\ c.  per  lb.  In  October  the  weather  improved,  and  receipts  greatly 
increased,  and  during  that  month  the  tendency  of  prices  was  in 
favour  of  buyers.  This  continued  almost  without  variation 
throughout  the  season  until  a point  was  reached  when  prices  had 
declined  below  the  cost  of  production.  The  great  increase  in  the 
crop  produced  in  this  country  had,  without  doubt,  materially 
affected  prices,  but  the  . general  stringency  in  the  money  market 
that  prevailed  last  summer  also  aided  greatly  in  depressing  the 
value  of  rice,  enabling  the  “ bears  ” in  the  market  to  push  the 
decline  in  prices  to  such  a figure  that  a continuance  of  the 
depression  would  have  seriously  threatened  the  maintenance  of 
the  rice  industry.  The  desire  to  avoid  carrying  over  a large  stock 
of  this  perishable  staple  to  the  coming  year  resulted  in  forced 
sales,  and  towards  the  end  of  August,  1893,  a fair  grade  of  rice 
was  sold  at  2 c.  to  2 \ c.  per  lb. ; good  rice,  2f  c.  to  2 j c.,  while 
prime  and  choice  qualities,  being  very  scarce,  brought  from  3-|  c. 
to  4^  c. 

Up  to  the  August  hurricane,  which  occurred  on  the  27th  of 

(1793)  c 
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that  month,  the  prospects  of  the  planters  on  the  Carolina  coast  had 
been  better  than  for  several  years,  but,  in  a few  hours,  desolation 
and  destruction  stared  many  of  them  in  the  face.  It  was  difficult 
at  the  time  to  even  approximate  the  extent  of  the  loss  occasioned 
to  the  rice  crop  by  the  storm  ; the  most  sanguine  scarcely  dared  to 
hope  for  more  than  half  a crop  from  the  Atlantic  coast  plantations, 
much  of  which  being  more  or  less  damaged  from  wind  and  water ; 
besides,  the  planters  were  also  confronted  with  injuries  to  buildings, 
dykes,  &c.,  necessitating  unusual  expenditures  at  a time  when  the 
low  prices  of  the  previous  season  had  left  them  less  prepared  than 
for  years  to  meet  the  unexpected  outlay. 


Rice  Crop  (Milled  Rice)  1892-93. 


Kice  Crop  of — 

Quantity. 

South  Carolina. 

Barrels  of 
300  lbs* 

Barrels  of 
300  lbs.* 

Milled  at  Charleston 
„ Georgetown 

78,190 

22,645 

100,835 

Georgia. 

Milled  at  Savannah 

•• 

50,200 

North  Carolina. 

Milled  at  Wilmington,  Washing- 
ton, and  Newberne 

. . 

22,728 

Total  coast  crop 

1 

•• 

173,763 

* Net  weight. 


Exports  and  Home  Consumption. 


The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  rice  from  Charleston, 
as  well  as  the  shipments  by  rail,  and  the  home  consumption  for  the 
past  2 years : — 


To— 

Quantity. 

1892-93. 

1891-92. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

New  York  . . 

28,367 

30,075 

Interior,  by  rail 

39,965 

28,848 

Total 

68,332 

58,923 

Consumed  at  Charleston  . . 

26,000 

24,000 

Grand  total,  shipped  and 

consumed 

1 

94,332 

82,923 

CHARLES  ION. 
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From  September  1 to  December  31,  1893,  there  was  received 
at  Charleston  15,505  barrels  of  rice,  compared  with  33,826  barrels 
for  the  corresponding  4 months  in  1892,  and  the  total  shipments 
were  8,864  barrels  the  last  4 months  of  1893,  and  19,772  for  1892, 
leaving  a stock  on  hand  at  this  port  on  the  last  day  of  1893  of 
4,603  barrels,  compared  with  9,654  for  the  previous  year. 

Of  the  above-mentioned  shipments  of  8,864  barrels  shipped  last 
year,  2,024  barrels  went  to  New  York,  and  6,840  barrels  to  interior 
places  by  rail,  there  being  no  shipments  of  this  grain  to  foreign 
countries. 


Shipping  and  Navigation. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  that  arrived  at  Charleston  during 
the  commercial  year  ending  August  31,  1893,  exclusive  of  those 
under  100  tons,  was  790,  compared  with  860  the  previous  year;  of 
this  number  664  were  American,  and  126  foreign. 

The  total  net  tonnage  amounted  to  814,761  tons  last  year,  in 
comparison  with  880,670  tons  the  year  before.  The  following  table 
shows  the  classification  of  the  vessels  : — 


Description. 

Foreign. 

Domestic. 

Number 

Number. 

Steamships 

63 

268 

Barks 

53 

8 

Brigs  

6 

13 

Schooners 

4 

375 

Total  

126 

664 

freights. 

There  was  a good  deal  of  fluctuation  in  coastwise  freights  last 
year,  lumber  rates  which  were  low  early  in  the  season,  advanced 
later  on  to  5 dol.  62^  c.,  and  declined  again  to  5 dol.  during  the 
month  of  August.  The  monetary  stringency  caused  freights  to  be 
inactive  and  depressed,  owing  also,  in  a great  measure,  to  the  insta- 
bility in  the  value  of  silver  money,  and  the  ruinous  policy  of  the 
Compulsory  Purchase  Clause  in  the  Sherman  Act,  which  had  a 
disorganising  effect  on  the  financial  and  industrial  life  of  the 
country. 

Shipments  of  lumber  and  cross-ties  (railway  sleepers)  from  this 
port  last  year  show  a considerable  increase  compared  with  previous 
seasons,  but  freight  rates  on  cotton  and  naval  stores  to  foreign 
ports  ruled  low  throughout  the  year,  and  during  the  spring  months 
they  had  reached  the  lowest  point  ever  recorded.  Unremunerative 
freight  rates  did  not  exist  alone  at  Charleston,  however,  but  pre- 
vailed at  all  of  the  American  Atlantic  ports,  and  as  the  season 
closed,  although  prospects  were  better,  it  was  the  general  impres- 
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sion  that  freights  would  rule  at  low  rates  during  the  coming 
season. 

The  annexed  “return  of  British  shipping  at  the  Port  of 
Charleston  for  1893  ” will  show  in  detail  the  proportion  of 
Charleston’s  shipping  trade  from  January  1 to  December  31,  1893, 
in  vessels  flying  the  British  flag.  In  this  connection  attention  is 
also  again  invited  to  the  map  of  the  jetties  for  improving  the 
entrance  to  this  harbour,  also  accompanying  this  report. 


CHARLESTON. 
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Cleared. 

Value 

of 

Cargoes. 

o o o o 
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00  CO  <0 
rH  lO  CM 

1,048,000 

S 
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71 

250 

186 

45 

444 

CO 

o 

o 

CM 

CO 

o^ 

o' 

Tonnage. 

Total. 

4,064 

17,391 

9,374 

2,799 

21,434 

In 

Ballast. 

CO 

CM 

21,434 

With 

Cargoes. 

4,064 

17,391 

9,374 

2,799 

33,628 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Total. 

WOfflW. 
- - 

45 

In 

Ballast. 

1 =:::- 

| ..... 

L 

r 

With 

Cargoes. 

t « o o) . : 

i “ ' 

L 

r 

Countries  to 
which  Departed. 

France  

Germany 

Spain  

Russia  

United  States  ... 

Total 

Entered. 

Value 

of 

Cargoes. 

o o o o o 
0 0 0 — 0 
1 c+3  o o : 

c<T  ocT  cT  co*  cT 

^ f-H  (M 

84,510 

Number 

of 

Crews. 

CM  T}<  *-»  IM  rH 

hWCOCOCJN 
(N  H H lO 

1,155 

Tonnage. 

Total. 

(MNfliiOCDO 
CO  CO  h »o  O 
COHh  OO^t-^O^ 
f-T  icT  ooco%* 
r— 1 CO 

66,520 

In 

Ballast. 

2,018 

34,076 

36,094 

With 

Cargoes. 

OJNHtOCO 
CO  CO  O lO  o 
CD  — rH  00  : 

r-T  CO*  off  CO  • 

30,426 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Total. 

H H H CO  CD  CD 
*“•  CM 

53 

In 

Ballast. 

26 

CM 

With 

Cargoes. 

h h o oo  co  : 

26 

Countries  whence 
Arrived. 

Chile  

Italy  

Germany 

Portugal 

Spain  

United  States  ... 

Total 
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The  early 
vegetable 
trade,  or 
truck  farming. 


Exports. 


Miscellaneous. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  value  of  Charleston’s  truck  farm  pro- 
duce last  year  was  not  less  than  2,500,000  dol.  (500,000/.),  some 
idea  of  its  relative  importance  may  be  had  by  comparing  it  with 
the  trade  here  in  Sea  Island  cotton,  the  total  crop  of  Sea  Island 
cotton  raised  around  Charleston  being  estimated  at  about  15,000 
bales,  having  a money  value  of,  say,  675,000  dol.  (135,000/.). 

Last  season  was  fairly  good  for  early  fruits  and  vegetables, 
the  January  freezing  weather  so  unusually  protracted  for  this 
latitude  only  damaged  the  berries,  shipments  of  which  showed  a 
falling  off  last  year  of  113,359  quarts  compared  with  the  previous 
season.  As  an  offset  to  this,  however,  there  was  a marked  in- 
crease in  shipments  of  potatoes  and  miscellaneous  vegetables,  the 
total  shipment  of  miscellaneous  vegetables  during  1893  were 
257,869  packages  compared  with  189,257  in  1892. 

The  future  prospects  of  the  truck  farming  business  here  are 
considered  very  good,  provided  the  railways  may  he  induced  to 
make  satisfactory  rates  from  the  farms  to  market,  which,  together 
with  improved  methods  of  cultivation  and  transportation,  faster 
trains,  &c.,  it  is  believed  will  result  in  the  business  making  a con- 
siderable advance  on  its  present  proportions. 

The  Charleston  truckmen  had  a very  good  season  last  year, 
which  would  have  been  much  more  profitable,  however,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  high  freight  rates  charged  by  the  railway 
companies. 


Cotton  Seed  Oil  Refinery. 

An  important  and  successful  industry  established  in  Charleston 
within  the  past  few  years  is  that  of  refining  of  cotton  seed  oil  by 
the  Mutual  Refining  Company  of  this  place. 

The  Company  was  organised  in  1891,  and  its  plant  is  situated 
within  the  city  limits  on  the  line  of  the  North-Eastern  Railroad,  and 
has  excellent  facilities  for  handling  its  product.  So  far  as  the 
nature  of  the  business  permits  the  refinery  has  been  in  continuous 
operation  since  the  time  of  its  organisation,  and  the  results  of  its 
work  have  been  satisfactory  to  the  stockholders,  its  refined  oil 
commanding  the  best  prices  in  the  home  and  foreign  markets. 


Brunswick. 

The  exports  from  this  port  to  all  foreign  countries  have  heavily 
decreased  in  all  articles,  excepting  phosphate  rock,  which  increased 
about  12,000  tons,  as  compared  with  the  report  of  the  previous 
year. 

The  prices  on  naval  stores  have  fallen  off  on  an  average  of 
about  8 c.  to  10  c.  per  round  barrel  on  all  grades,  the  prices  on 


Prices. 
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pitch  pine  lumber  and  timber  have  decreased  about  50  c.  per 
thousand  superficial  feet. 

Freights  by  steam  and  sail  for  the  past  year  have  been  very  Freights, 
dull,  this  chiefly  owing  to  having  had  less  demand  for  tonnage 
than  in  years  past. 

The  oyster  factories  have  not  been  running  to  their  full  industries, 
capacity  on  account  of  short  orders,  although  the  proprietors  report 
a bright  prospect  for  a heavy  spring  trade. 

The  moss  factory,  a factory  for  utilising  the  grey  moss  that 
grows  so  abundantly  in  this  southern  climate  by  a certain  process 
into  a material  for  upholstering  purposes,  will  soon  be  ready  to  fill 
large  orders. 

The  labouring  class  of  this  port  consists  principally  of  negroes,  Labour, 
who,  although  uneducated,  make  very  good  labour,  they  being 
adapted  to  the  climate  make  them  to  a certain  extent  indispens- 
able, as  the  white  labourers  cannot  stand  the  excessive  heat  in  the 
summer  season. 

The  depth  of  water  on  the  outer  bar  has  been  greatly  improved  Harbour 
during  the  past  year  by  a system  of  dynamiting ; vessels  now  improve- 
drawing 22  feet  can  go  to  sea  with  safety ; this  is  a great  improve-  ments- 
ment,  as  heretofore  it  was  considered  dangerous  to  load  to  a deeper 
draft  than  19  feet. 

The  United  States  Government  has  assumed  control  of  this  Quarantine 
station,  and  is  putting  in  new  and  complete  apparatus  for  fumi-  station, 
gating  and  disinfecting,  and  when  completed  will  be  able  to 
quickly  and  thoroughly  fumigate  vessels  coming  from  infected  or 
suspected  ports.  It  is  claimed  by  the  surgeon  in  charge  that  it 
will  be  one  of  the  best  equipped  stations  on  the  South  Atlantic 
coast. 

The  city  has  recently  closed  a contract  for  21  miles  of  sewerage,  City  improve- 
and  work  will  begin  on  same  at  once.  The  streets  are  now  kept  ments. 
cleaner  than  ever  before,  and  the  town  presents  a very  healthy  and 
clean  appearance. 

The  plant  system  has  assumed  control  of  the  Brunswick  and  Railroad 
Western  Railroad,  and  with  its  great  facilities  for  handling  freight  facilities, 
are  giving  despatch,  thus  greatly  helping  the  trade  of  this  port. 

The  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company 
has  also  added  new  facilities  for  handling  freight  to  their  property 
here. 

It  is  reported  from  good  authority  that  a railroad  will  be  built 
by  northern  and  English  capital  from  Atlanta  to  South  Bruns- 
wick, a place  about  5 miles  distant  from  here,  which  place  has 
splendid  shipping  facilities. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  to  Foreign  Ports  from  the  Port  of  Brunswick,  Ga.,  for  the  Year  189 
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2h&. 
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a • 

3id. 
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1371. 

Batourn 

• a 
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Id. 

1372. 
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a a 

2id. 
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2id. 
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lid. 

1315.  Batourn  .. 
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• • 

2|  d. 
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• 0 
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• e 
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• • 
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• • 
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3|d. 
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5id. 
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Id. 

1386. 
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lid. 

1327.  Hakodate  . , 

Id. 

1387. 

Vienna 

a Zt 

lid. 

1328.  Paris 

2d. 

1388. 
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id. 
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lid. 
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Panama  . . 
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2id. 
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2id. 
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2jd. 

1392. 

Foochow  . . 

Id. 
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Id. 

1393. 

Ningpo 
Chingkiang . , 

Id. 

1334.  Bordeaux  . . 

2id. 

1394. 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog  . . 

• • 

Id. 

i 1395. 
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Id. 

1336.  Galveston  . . 

• • 

8|d. 

1396. 
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lid. 
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• • 

2d. 

! 1397. 
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3id. 
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• • 

lid. 
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2id. 
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• 9 

lid. 

1399. 
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Id. 

1340.  Baltimore  . . 

• • 

lid. 

1400. 

Amoy 

• • 

lid. 

1341.  Havre 

• # 

2id. 

1401. 

Tainan 

a a 

Id. 

1342.  Vera  Cruz  . . 

Id. 

1402. 

Ichang 

a • 

Id. 

1343.  Saigon 

lid. 

1403. 

Aleppo 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm  .. 

2d. 

1404. 

Madrid 

• a 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz 

lid. 

1405. 

Newchwang 

a a 

Id. 

1346.  Trebizond  .. 

Id. 

1406. 

W enchow  . . 

a a 

id. 

1347.  Algiers 

3d. 

1407. 

Pakhoi 

• a 

lid. 

1348.  Amapala 

id. 

1408. 

Hankow 

a a 

Id. 

1349.  Cherbourg  . . 

Id. 

1409. 

Amsterdam . . 

Id. 

1350.  Jerusalem  .. 

Id. 

1410. 

Copenhagen 

id. 

1351.  Santiago  .. 

Id. 

! 1411. 

Damascus  . . 

Id. 

1352.  San  Jose  .. 

Id. 

1412. 

Chefoo 

3d. 

1353.  Trieste 

3id. 

1413. 

Swatow  . . 

Id. 

1354.  Madrid 

2d. 

1414. 

Mannheim  . . 

lid. 

1355.  Teneriffe 

• • 

id. 

1415. 

Fiume 

2d. 

1356.  Havana 

• • 

2d. 

]416. 

Athens 

6d. 

1357.  Paraguay  . . 

• • 

5d. 

1417. 

Soul.. 

a • 

lid. 

1358.  Guayaquil  . . 

4|d. 

1418. 

Bey  rout  . . 

« a 

Id. 

1359.  Cadiz  . , 

lid. 

3419. 

Berlin 

• a 

l|d. 

1360.  Marseilles  . . 

lid. 

1420. 

Nice.. 

3d. 

1361.  Brest 

Id. 

1421. 

Yokohama  . . 

lid. 

1362.  Syra 

2id. 

1422. 

Maracaibo  . . 

Id. 

1363.  Suakin 

Id. 

1423. 

Tunis 

lid. 

3 364.  Callao  . . 

Id. 

1424. 

Baghdad  and  Bussorali 

Id. 

1365.  Pirseus 

2d. 

1425. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

7d. 

1366.  Stettin 

2d. 

1426. 

Erzeroum  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

2id. 

1427. 

Christiania  . . 

5id. 

] 368.  Angora 

Id.  1 

1428. 

Charleston  .. 

• a 

5id. 
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Acting  Consul-General  Yate  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

My  Lord,  Meshed , May  12,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a Report  on  the  Trade 
of  Khurasan  for  the  Financial  year  1893-94  by  Vice-Consul 
Ringler  Thomson. 

I have,  & c. 

(Signed)  CHAS.  E.  YATE. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Khurasan  for  the  Financial 

Year  1893-94. 
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The  result  of  the  last  year’s  trade  is  both  surprising  and  satis-  General 
factory.  But  this  is  solely  due  to  two  causes  which  will  not  remarks, 
probably  operate  again.  The  main  cause  is  the  arrangement  the 
Russian  Government  have  recently  come  to  with  the  Amir  of 
Bokhara  to  extend  their  customs  system  to  his  'territory,  and  their 
intention  to  shortly  place  a strict  customs  cordon  along  the  whole 
of  this  frontier.  Until  now  goods  have  passed  through  after 
paying  only  nominal  dues,  and  prohibitive  duties  have  net  been 
levied  until  they  reached  Samarkand,  Last  year  a committee  of 
(1804) 
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Russian  officers  assembled  in  Transcaspia  to  arrange  for  the 
introduction  of  these  new  customs  regulations,  but  the  result  of 
their  deliberations  has  not  yet  transpired.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  these  regulations  will  now  shortly  be  enforced,  and  our  Indian 
merchants  are  in  great  dread  that  the  best  part  of  their  trade  will 
be  stopped.  They  have  accordingly  brought  up  very  large 
quantities  of  goods,  and  are  trying  to  get  them  across  the  frontier 
before  the  prohibitive  duties  are  enforced.  It  is  not  likely, 
however,  that  much  damage  will  be  done  to  our  trade  by  these 
regulations,  however  stringent  they  may  be,  for  much  as  the 
Russian  may  wish  to  exclude  British  goods,  there  are  among  them 
necessaries  which  they  cannot  supply  themselves  or  obtain  else- 
where nearly  so  cheaply,  and  these  they  will  be  compelled  to 
receive  at  nominal  rates,  e.g.,  tea  which  cannot  be  brought  by 
them  from  China  by  other  routes,  except  at  a much  greater  cost 
than  is  at  present  paid  for  it.  To  raise  the  price  of  tea  in  Bokhara 
and  in  Central  Asia  would  be  equivalent  to  raising  the  price  of 
the  British  workmen’s  beer,  and  would  be  followed  by  much  the 
same  consequences.  Therefore  probably  tea  will  pass  through  as 
before,  also  indigo,  muslin,  &c.  But  piece-goods  and  other 
articles  which  Russia  herself  can  supply  will  probably  be  rigidly 
excluded  and  even  confiscated,  as  at  Samarkand,  if  discovered. 
The  second  cause  which  has  operated  to  bring  us  some  success 
this  year,  strange  to  say,  has  been  the  unstable  state  of  exchange. 
The  fluctuations  in  silver  and  in  the  paper  rouble  have  been  most 
erratic,  and  business  under  such  circumstances  either  stands  still 
or  degenerates  into  pure  gambling.  We,  however,  appear  to  have 
benefited  by  this  for  two  reasons. 

First  of  all  the  state  of  exchange  has  caused  both  the  Russian 
and  British  merchants  to  raise  their  prices,  but  the  former  have 
raised  theirs  a good  deal  higher  than  the  latter.  This  has  had  the 
effect  of  turning  the  scale,  as  regards  piece-goods,  entirely  in  our 
favour.  Formerly  the  Russian  article,  though  inferior,  was  pre- 
ferred because  it  was  cheaper.  How  the  prices  have  become  more 
equalised,  and  though  the  British  article  is  still  somewhat  dearer 
it  is  now  preferred  to  the  Russian. 

Secondly  our  merchants  are  men  of  more  substance  and  content 
with  smaller  profits.  That  is  the  conclusion  come  to  by  a Russian 
paper  called  the  “ Kavkaz,”  published  at  Tiflis,  and  it  is  correct. 
The  article  in  question,  dated  last  January,  deplores  the  condition 
of  Russian  trade  in  Persia,  and  urges  the  Russian  merchants  to 
shake  off  their  lethargy. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Ru°:ian  Government  and  some 
Russian  merchants  are  making  also  strenuous  efforts  to  improve 
their  trade  in  this  direction.  Bounties  are  granted  to  ex- 
porters of  sugar,  piece-goods,  &c.  But  it  is  pretty  certain 
Russian  trade  with  Khurasan,  though  it  has  not  advanced 
much  during'  the  past  2 years,  because  of  the  cholera  epidemic, 
the  instability  of  exchange  and  other  causes,  is  bound  all 
the  sari'e  to  steadily  advance  if  not  to  make  rapid  strides  in 
the  near  future.  The  Russian  Government  considers  trade  in 
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these  parts  as  one  of  the  greatest  factors  in  the  Central  Asian 
Question,  and  for  that  reason  actually  pays  her  subjects  to 
export  their  wares  to  Persia  instead  of  to  other  parts  of  the  world. 

And  wherever  one  goes  in  Persia,  even  in  out  of  the  way  districts 
as  remote  as  Sistan,  the  Russian  Government  Agent  will  be  found. 

During  the  past  year,  for  the  two  reasons  already  given,  the  British 
imports  of  British  goods  showed  a very  satisfactory  increase.  A imports, 
little  more  green  tea  and  a great  deal  more  black  tea  were  brought 
to  Meshed.  All  the  green  tea  and  a large  quantity  more  which 
remained  on  hand  from  the  previous  year  passed  on  to  Russian 
territory.  Twice  the  amount  of  indigo  was  brought ; very  little 
French  sugar  and  none  from  India,  an  enormous  quantity  of  spices, 
and  50  per  cent,  more  piece-goods.  It  is  necessary  here  to 
emphasise  what  is  stated  in  the  foot-note  on  each  page  of  the 
statistics  at  the  end  of  this  report,  viz.,  that  last  year  the  rate  of 
exchange  was  calculated  at  39  krans  to  11.,  and  this  year  it  has 
been  calculated  at  54  krans.  Also  prices  have  risen  considerably 
all  round.  Therefore  a comparison  of  the  figures  now  given  with 
those  of  former  years  will  not  show,  except  very  roughly,  to  what 
extent  trade  has  improved  or  declined. 

The  Russian  imports  amounted,  on  the  whole,  to  about  what  Russian 
were  brought  here  the  previous  year.  imports. 

It  has  always  been  found  quite  impossible  to  ascertain  here  Exports  to 
the  value  of  the  actual  exports  from  Khurasan  to  India,  for  most  India, 
of  the  goods  are  consigned  in  the  first  instance  to  Yezd  and 
Kirman,  and  others,  such  as  saffron,  hides,  and  skins,  are  sent 
from  Kain  and  Sistan  where  there  is  no  British  agent.  The  figures 
obtained  here  are  quite  insignificant.  During  the  past  year  there 
appears  to  have  been  a great  falling-off,  but  such  was  probably 
not  the  case.  There  is  no  means  now  of  ascertaining  what 
turquoises  are  exported,  as  the  farming  of  the  mines  has  passed 
from  a Meshed  merchant  to  the  Governor  of  Nishapur.  Only 
about  one-third  of  the  amount  of  opium  is  said  to  have  been 
exported.  In  view  of  the  evidence  taken  by  the  recent  Opium 
Commission  in  India  it  may  be  as  well  to  reiterate  here  what  was 
stated  in  the  last  report  regarding  the  baneful  effect  of  the  drug 
on  the  population  of  Khurasan.  There  are  no  two  opinions  about 
that  here,  either  among  Persians  themselves  or  Europeans.  The 
extreme  cheapness  of  the  drug  places  it  within  the  reach  of  the 
poorest  beggar. 

The  exports  from  Khurasan  to  Russia  were  something  under  Exports  to 
those  of  the  previous  year.  The  amount  of  wool  and  cotton  ex-  E'ussia* 
ported  was  about  the  same.  An  enormous  quantity  of  grain  was 
also  exported,  but  as  the  traffic  is  illicit  no  figures  are  procurable. 

This  wholesale  export  of  wheat  is  having  a very  disastrous  effect 
on  the  province,  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  it,  three  parts  of  the  population  of  Khurasan  suffer  very 
great  privations. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  explain  how  this  comes  to  pass. 

In  the  first  place,  as  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  Persia  is  a very 
poor  country,  and  even  after  an  abundant  harvest  has  only 
(1804) 
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sufficient  corn  to  feed  her  population  at  a cheap  rate.  All  pay- 
ments to  the  peasantry  are  made  in  kind,  and  many  of  them  rarely 
touch  money.  The  proprietor  of  the  village  gives  the  seed  and 
water,  and  the  labourers  cultivate  the  land,  receiving  as  their 
wages  half  the  crops.  If  the  proprietor  finds  the  bullocks  for 
ploughing  and  threshing  he  takes  a greater  share.  He  also  pays 
the  taxes. 

Water  is  the  main  factor,  and  it  has  an  equivalent  value  to  gold 
in  Persia.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of  arable  land  are  left 
uncultivated  simply  because  there  is  no  water.  A village  is  not 
of  course  necessarily  held  by  one  proprietor.  There  may  be  a 
dozen  or  twenty ; but  the  conditions  are  the  same.  Each  has  his 
share  of  water,  with  its  adjacent  land.  The  ordinary  labouring 
man  eats  half  a man*  of  bread  per  diem,  or  one  kharwar  80  mans 
per  annum.  If  he  has  a wife  and  two  children  they  eat  another 
kharwar  20  mans,  or  in  all  an  average  family  consumes  3 
kharwars  of  wheat  per  annum. 

How  the  most  corn  a fortunate  peasant  will  earn  by  the  above 
arrangements  after  a good  harvest  is  from  3 to  4 kharwars,  and 
after  a moderate  harvest  from  2 to  3 kharwars.  This  is  the  out- 
side limit  for  the  mass  of  the  peasantry  when  all  goes  favourably. 
In  some  districts,  such  as  Sabzawar,  enormous  quantities  of  cotton 
are  grown  at  the  expense  of  wheat,  and  this  is  in  itself  causing 
much  mischief.  But  in  the  ordinary  district  only  enough  cotton 
is  grown  for  the  wants  of  the  people.  This  the  good  wife  spins 
and  weaves  and  fashions  into  the  family  clothing.  Rape  and 
sesame  are  also  grown  for  their  oil,  and  pulse  and  coarse  beans  and 
a little  tobacco  and  more  or  less  fruit.  If  the  peasant  gets  his  4 
kharwars  of  corn  he  generally  does  not  get  more  of  the  others  than 
suffices  for  his  wants,  but  whatever  surplus  he  has  he  barters  for  a 
few  head  of  sheep  or  sells  in  order  to  procure  the  very  few,  for 
him,  remaining  necessaries  of  existence.  The  sheep  he  hands  over 
to  a shepherd  who  keeps  life  in  them  as  best  as  he  can  in  the 
winter  (one  quarter  of  the  sheep  of  Khurasan  succumbed  to  the 
cold  last  season)  and  takes  them  off  in  the  summer  to  the  hills, 
where  he  can  graze  them  and  also  find  a little  water.  The 
shepherd  receives  no  pay  but  gets  one  out  of  every  ten  of  the 
lambs,  and  is  allowed  to  take  the  milk  one  day  in  seven.  Erom 
this  sheep’s  milk  is  made  butter  and  cheese  and  curds  and  karoot 
or  dried  curds.  Very  little  cow’s  milk  is  used  in  Khurasan. 
The  wool  of  the  sheep  (about  3 lbs.  from  the  two  shearings)  goes 
to  the  owner.  This  is  the  sum  total  of  the  income  of  a fortunate 
peasant  in  Khurasan,  and  from  it  the  Governor  of  the  district  and 
his  myrmidons,  the  Kadkhuda  of  the  village,  and  others  exact  a 
goodly  share. 

Such  casualties  as  sickness,  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  all 
carry  their  expenses  with  them,  and  it  is  not  an  uncommon 
occurrence  for  the  water  supply  itself  to  fail,  through  the  choking 


* 1 kharwar  =*  100  mans  ; and  1 man  = 6£  lbs. 
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up  of  the  underground  canal.  In  that  case  there  are  no  crops 
at  all. 

Thus  these  simple  people  eke  out  an  existence  which  at  the 
best  is  far  from  an  enviable  one,  for  they  inhabit  mere  mud  hovels 
without  windows  and  with  a hole  in  the  centre  of  the  roof  to  let 
out  the  smoke,  and  the  filthy  state  of  their  villages  is  indescribable. 

In  winter  too  they  suffer  much  from  the  severity  of  the  weather 
and  the  want  of  fuel  and  warm  clothing.  Therefore,  at  the  end  of 
the  winter  they  generally  find  their  stock  either  exhausted  or 
running  very  low  and  the  great  festival  of  Nauroz  at  hand. 
Formerly,  the  peasant  knew  that  if  his  stock  failed  there  was  no 
hope  of  replenishing  it.  He  would  have  to  go  without  his  Nauroz 
festivities.  That  made  him  careful.  But  now  things  are  altered. 

He  knows  that  a week  or  two  before  the  festival  the  Bussian 
speculators  will  commence  to  appear  on  the  scene  and  to  offer  the 
proprietor  advances  of  money  to  sow  cotton  for  them,  the  seed  of 
which  they  provide,  or  to  buy  up  in  advance  the  best  part  of  his 
crop  of  wheat.  The  ignorant  peasant  is  led  to  agree  to  bartering  a 
part  of  his  share  too,  and  when  the  harvest  is  over  he  finds  he  has 
not  enough  corn  to  carry  him  through  winter.  If  the  proprietors 
and  peasants  resist  the  temptation  till  the  time  of  the  actual 
harvest,  the  result  is  the  same.  The  wheat  goes  at  half  price,  the 
peasant  finds  after  a few  weeks  that  he  has  not  enough  to  carry 
him  through  the  winter ; and  worst  of  all  there  is  no  corn  at  all 
left  for  towns  like  Meshed  with  70,000  inhabitants  Last  year,  for 
instance,  the  crop  was  a fair  one,  but  so  much  wheat  was  exported 
that  the  price  of  bread  in  Meshed  was  four  times  as  high  as  after 
an  abundant  harvest  when  there  was  no  exportation : so  that  the 
whole  wages  of  a well  paid  servant,  in  the  employ  of  a European, 
if  he  had  a wife  and  two  or  three  children,  did  not  suffice  for  the 
bread  alone  of  the  family.  This  led  to  two  or  three  riots  in 
Meshed  which  were  nearly  followed  by  very  serious  consequences. 

The  Shah  is  constantly  issuing  the  most  stringent  orders  prohibit- 
ing the  export  of  wheat,  but  nobody  in  the  north  pays  any 
attention  to  them.  Strings  of  50  or  100  camels  laden  with  corn 
may  be  seen  crossing  the  frontier  daily  after  the  harvest  by  the 
main  road.  Thus  in  an  ordinary  year  the  export  of  corn  means 
semi-starvation  to  three  parts  of  the  population. 

The  official  returns  of  Transcaspia  show  that  2,113,079  poods 
of  corn  were  carried  by  the  railway  and  exported  from  Transcaspia 
in  1891.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  much  of  this  came 
from  Persia  and  what  quantity  also  the  troops  consumed. 

The  speculator  finds  that  he  can  purchase  wheat  at  such  a cheap 
rate  in  Persia,  that  he  is  able  to  export  it  to  Europe  and  sell 
it  cheaper  there  than  that  which  comes  from  Bussia  proper  itself, 
the  great  wheat  supplying  centre  of  Europe.  The  speculator  is  in 
no  way  to  blame.  He  comes  with  ready  money  and  gets  the  most 
he  can  for  it. 

It  was  expected  that  after  the  violent  outbrealFof  cholera  ex-  Cholera, 
perienced  here  in  the  summer  of  1892,  Meshed  would  be  again 
visited  by  the  epidemic  last  summer,  especially  as  thousands  of 
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the  corpses  had  not  been  properly  buried  ; but  it  did  not  appear 
till  the  autumn,  and  was  then  brought  by  the  pilgrims  from  Resht 
and  did  not  last  long. 

On  November  17,  1893,  the  thriving  town  of  Kuchan,  100 
miles  from  Meshed,  was  entirely  destroyed  by  an  earthquake. 
Without  any  previous  warning  in  the  shape  of  sound  or  trembling 
of  the  earth,  the  first  shock  at  about  7*30  p.m.  sent  the  town  down 
like  a pack  of  cards,  killing  5,000  people  and  15,000  cattle,  or  more 
than  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  and  half  the  cattle.  Here  in 
Meshed  the  shock  was  very  severe  and  lasted  some  seconds. 
Since  then  and  until  quite  recently  the  shocks  have  been  almost 
incessant  at  Kuchan  and  of  great  severity.  A noise  like  the  dis- 
charge of  a battery  of  guns  would  be  heard  in  the  adjacent  hills 
and  would  be  immediately  followed  by  a wrench  which  would,  in 
some  cases,  throw  a man  off  his  legs.  The  misery  which  this 
earthquake  has  entailed  is  indescribable.  The  stables  were  all  on 
the  ground  floors  of  the  houses,  and  the  corpses  of  the* animals  are 
still  under  the  ruins,  but  not  properly  buried.  Nevertheless,  the 
people  have  erected  sheds  on  these  ruins  made  from  the  beams  and 
woodwork  they  have  been  able  to  extricate  from  them.  Several 
of  these  huts  have  fallen  in  during  later  shocks  and  many  more 
lives  have  been  lost  in  that  way.  The  stench  is  still  overpowering. 
No  assistance  of  any  kind  was  rendered  to  the  sufferers;  and  the 
past  winter  was  the  coldest  that  has  been  experienced  for  20  years. 
Often  the  thermometer  showed  40  degrees  and  50  degrees  of  frost, 
and  often  in  one  night  there  would  be  half-a-dozen  shocks  or  more 
so  violent  that  the  people  dared  not  remain  in  their  huts. 

The  manager  of  the  branch  of  the  Imperial  Bank  of  Persia  at 
Meshed  has  kindly  contributed  the  following  remarks  regarding 
the  state  of  exchange  and  its  effect  on  trade : — 

“The  depreciation  of  silver  has  severely  affected  the  trade  of 
this  province.  Russian  trade  has,  I think,  suffered,  on  the  whole, 
more  than  British  Indian  trade.  Sterling  exchange  has  fluctuated 
between  39  krans  and  54  krans  to  the  11. , and  now  remains  at 
about  the  latter  rate.  Rupee  exchange  has  fluctuated  from 
245  krans  to  300  krans  to  the  100  rs.  Rates  have  come  down 
during  the  last  2 months  and  are  now  quoted  270  krans  to  277-J 
krans,  but  quotations  are  exceedingly  unreliable,  and  business,  on 
the  whole,  very  difficult  indeed.” 
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Return  of  Articles  Imported  into  Northern  Khurasan  via 
Bombay,  Bandar  Abbas,  Kirman  (or  Yezd)  during  the  Year 
1893-94. 


Articles. 

Meshed. 

Kuchan. 

Total. 

Passed  on  to  Russian 
Territory. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Tea— 

Tumans. 

Tumans. 

Tumans. 

£ 

Tumans. 

£ 

Green  

619,920 

45,220 

665,140 

123,174 

671,270 

124,309 

Black  

125,840 

22,247 

148,087 

27,424 

61,942 

11,471 

Indigo  

Sugar — 

56,300 

56,300 

10,426 

3,100 

574 

Loaf  

1,356 

1,356 

251 

Crystallised 

Piece-goods 

148*070 

l)922 

149)992 

27)775 

17,’596 

*3)259 

Cotton  yarn 

44,400 

44,400 

8,222 

350 

65 

Copper  sheets 

22,470 

’”975 

23,445 

4,342 

13,960 

2,585 

Tin 

China  basins  for 
Bokhara  and 

2,570 

2,570 

476 

other  chinaware 

3,080 

3,080 

7,900 

570 

2,710 

502 

Books  

7,900 

1,453 

3,200 

593 

Paper  

Ginger,  preserved... 

1,090 

l)09O 

”’202 

l)l20 

"*207 

Drugs  

1,650 

10 

1,660 

307 

30 

6 

Coffee  ...  ... 

Spices  

27)885 

'"207 

28,092 

5)202 

14)763 

2)734 

Coral  

4,850 

4,850 

898 

4,700 

870 

Glass  beads 

2,100 

2,100 

389 

400 

74 

Miscellaneous 

2,400 

2,400 

444 

... 

Total  i 

1,071,881 

70,581 

1,142,462 

211,565 

795,141 

147,249 

Note. — Last  year  rate  of  exchange  was  calculated  at  39  krans  = If.  This  3 ear  it  has  been 
calculated  at  54  krans  = If. 
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Ketukn  of  Articles  Imported  into  Northern  Khurasan  from 
Bussian  Territory  during  the  Years  1893-94. 


Articles. 

To  Meshed. 

To  Kuchan. 

Total. 

Sterling. 

Tumaus. 

Tumans. 

Tumans. 

£ 

Sugar,  loaf 

82,995 

, # 

82,995 

15,369 

7,509 

„ crystallised 

40,550 

40,550 

Candles . . 

12,360 

2,174 

14,534 

2,691 

Keros  ine  oil 

16,225 

8,177 

24,402 

4,519 

Piece-goods  (including 
broad  cloth,  cotton 
prints,  &c.)  . . 

142,830 

19,488 

162,318 

30,059 

Iron,  iron  goods,  nails, 
&c 

6,530 

6,722 

13,252 

2,454 

Steel 

953 

491 

1,444 

267 

Brass,  brassware,  and 
brass  wire 

3,670 

1,299 

4,969 

920 

Glass  and  chinaware  . . 

22,595 

4,362 

26,957 

4,992 

Gold  lace,  &c.  . . 

900 

900 

167 

Paper  . . . . 

3,580 

318 

3,898 

722 

Glass  panes  and  mirrors 

2,371 

39 

2,410 

446 

Lead  and  tin  . . 

1,560 

1,560 

289 

Sewing  machines 

330 

245 

575 

106 

Vitriol  .. 

1,400 

705 

2,105 

390 

Cochineal 

2,850 

, , 

2,850 

528 

Cutlery,  haberdashery, 
fancy  goods  . . 

1,300 

1,300 

240 

Matches 

6,580 

244 

6,824 

1,264 

Leather . . 

, , 

9,521 

9,521 

1,763 

Cotton  yarn 

450 

64 

514 

95 

,,  rope 

Sack  cloth 

155 

1,755 

1,910 

9,576 

354 

440 

9,136 

1,773 

Cigarettes  and  tobacco 

2,620 

, , 

2,620 

485 

Chairs  . . 

340 

153 

493 

91 

Amber  . . 

300 

, . 

300 

56 

Trays  . . 

50 

. . 

50 

9 

Wooden  spoons 

170 

, . 

170 

31 

Miscellaneous  . . 

3,774 

669 

4,443 

600 

823 

Saffron  . . 

600 

111 

Total 

358,478 

65,562 

424,040 

78,523 

Goods  imported  from 
Merve  and  Bokhara — 
Wool  .. 

470 

470 

87 

Carpets  . . 

1,550 

, . 

1,550 

287 

Camel-hair  cloth  . . 

1,200 

, , 

1,200 

222 

Hides  . . . . . . 

2,050 

2,050 

379 

Skins  . . . . 

2,700 

2,700 

500 

Leather. . 

2,370 

2,370 

19,570 

439 

Silk,  raw  . . 

19,570 

700 

3,624 

,,  piece 
Pumpkin  seeds 

. . 

700 

130 

. . 

. . 

. . 

Horse  clothing 

700 

700 

129 

Saddlery  . , 

660 

660 

122 

Miscellaneous  . . 

480 

*• 

480 

89 

Total 

32,450 

32,450 

6,008 

Grand  total 

390,928 

65,562 

456,490 

84,531 

Note. — Last  year  rate  of  exchange  was  calculated  at  39  krans  = 11.  This 
year  it  has  been  calculated  at  54  krans  = 11, 
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Return  of  Articles  Imported  into  Northern  Khurasan,  via  Turkey, 
Tabriz,  and  Teheran  during  the  Years  1893-94. 


Articles. 

To  Meslied. 

To  Nuclian. 

Total. 

Sterling. 

Tumans. 

Tumans. 

Tumans. 

£ 

Broad  cloth 

28,700 

, , 

28,700 

5,315 

Piece-goods  of  all  sorts 

49,400 

, , 

49,400 

9,148 

Matches 

2,190 

, , 

2,190 

406 

China  and  glassware  . . 

2,300 

, . 

2,300 

426 

Cutlery,  watches,  fancy 
goods,  &c. 

13,200 

13,200 

2,446 

648 

Gold  lace,  &c.  . . 

3,500 

, , 

3,500 

Glass  beads 

300 

, , 

300 

56 

Black  tea 

80 

•• 

80 

15 

Total 

99,670 

•• 

99,670 

18,460 

Note. — Last  year  rate  of  exchange  was  calculated  at  39  krans  = 1Z.  This 
year  it  has  been  calculated  at  54  krans  = 1 1. 


Return  of  Articles  Imported  into  Northern  Khurasan  from 
Afghanistan  during  the  Years  1893-94. 


Articles. 

Value. 

To  Meshed. 

Sterling. 

Postins 

Tumans. 

3,300 

£ 

611 

Barak 

2,830 

524 

Carpets  and  woollen  bags. . 

12,870 

2,383 

Wool 

, , 

Sheep  and  lamb  skins 

27,410 

5,076 

Pistachios  . . 

5,840 

1,081 

Silk,  raw  . . 

100 

18 

Seeds 

4,116 

762 

Manna  . . . . 

10,095 

1,869 

Opium 

. . 

Fans  . . 

*520 

96 

Byes  ..  ..  ..  .. 

3,169 

586 

Miscellaneous 

590 

109 

Total  . . . . . . 

70,840 

13,115 

Note.  -Last  year  rate  of  exchange  was  calculated  at  39  krans  = 1Z.  This 
year  it  has  been  calculated  at  54  krans  = 1Z. 
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Return  of  Articles  Exported  from  Meshed  to  India  during  the 

Years  1893-94. 


Articles. 

Yalue. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Turquoises  . . . . 

Tumans. 

£ 

Silk,  piece  . . 

6,500 

1,204 

,,  raw  .. 

3,350 

620 

Opium 

30,700 

5.685 

Carpets 

900 

167 

Asafcetida  . . 

2,240 

415 

Miscellaneous 

1,640 

304 

Wool 

180 

33 

Total 

•• 

45,510 

8,428 

Note. — Last  year  rate  of  exchange  was  calculated  at  39  krans  = 17.  This 
year  it  has  been  calculated  at  54  krans  — 1?. 


Return  of  Articles  Exported  from  Northern  Khurasan  to  Russian 
Territory  during  the  Years  1893-94. 


Articles. 

From 

Meshed. 

From 

Kuchan. 

Total. 

Sterling , 

Wool 

Tumans. 

31,585 

Tumans. 

168,725 

178,955 

Tumans. 

200,310 

£ 

37,094 

Cotton  . . 

520 

179,475 

33,236 

Grain  . . 

# , 

Almonds 

485 

1,404 

1,889 

*350 

Dried  fruits 

5,345 

5,031 

10,376 

1,921 

Tobacco. . 

510 

665 

1,175 

218 

Shawls  . . 

30,750 

c-. 

30,750 

5,694 

Carpets  . . 

. , 

28,955 

28,955 

5,362 

Skins  . . 

28,340 

5,797 

34,137 

6,321 

Silk,  raw 

, . 

,,  pieces 

3,650 

. . 

3,650 

675 

Turquoises 

400 

. . 

400 

74 

Walnuts 

105 

135 

240 

44 

Leather . . 

1,745 

588 

2,333 

432 

Country  cloth 
prints 

and 

7,120 

1,960 

9,080 

1,681 

Barak  . . 

, . 

Postins  . . 

190 

415 

605 

112 

Sacks 

50 

50 

9 

Country  shoes  . . 

490 

*266 

756 

140 

Saddlery  . . 

1,200 

, . 

1,200 

9,896 

222 

Miscellaneous  . . 

8,408 

1,488 

1,833 

Total 

149,848 

365,429 

515,277 

95,418 

Note. — Last  year  rats  of  exchange  was  calculated  at  39  krans  = 17.  This  year 
it  has  been  calculated  at  54  krans  = 1/. 
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RETURN  of  Articles  Exported  from  Meshed  to  Afghanistan 
during  the  Years  1893-94. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Lemon  juice 

Tumans. 

£ 

Fruits 

’ ’ 47 

9 

Sugar,  candied 

290 

54 

Combs 

100 

18 

Silk,  piece  . . . . . . . 

2,600 

481 

Dyes  

200 

37 

Shawls 

150  | 

28 

Turquoises  . . 

1,235 

. . 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . 

229 

Total 

4,622 

856 

Foreign  goods  passing  through 
Meshed  to  Afghanistan  — 

Piece  goods. . 

38,050 

7,046 

Sugar,  loaf  . . 

3,120 

578 

,,  crystallised . . 

390 

72 

Iron  and  steel 

478 

88 

„ manufactures 

130 

24 

Candles 

60 

11 

Cutlery,  haberdashery,  and  fancy 
goods 

6,800 

1,259 

Glass  beads.. 

. . 

Kerosene  oil 

20 

4 

Drugs  . . . . . . 

320 

59 

Cotton  yarn,  English 

. . 

. . 

Vitriol  . . . . 

130 

24 

Paper 

105 

19 

Miscellaneous 

180 

33 

Total 

49,783 

9,217 

Grand  total 

54,405 

| 10,073 

Note. — Last  year  rate  of  exchange  was  calculated  at  39  krans  = 1/.  This  year 
it  has  been  calculated  at  54  krans  = 1 1. 
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1308.  Oporto  . . 

• • 

Price. 
..  lid. 

No. 

1369. 

Antwerp  , . 

• • 

Price. 

..  2d. 

1309.  Naples 

• • 

id. 

1370. 

Genoa  . „ 

• • 

• # 

3id. 

1310.  Salonica  . . 

. . 

2|d. 

1371. 

Batoum 

• • 

2d. 

1311.  Yalparaiso 

. . 

2d. 

1372. 

Rouen 

2|d. 

1312.  Mozambique 

• • 

.. 

Id. 

1373. 

Santo  Domingo 

• # 

id. 

1313.  Odessa 

• t 

. . 

Hd. 

1374. 

Nantes  .. 

, , 

l|d. 

1314.  Honduras  . . 

• • 

. . 

2id. 

1375. 

Taganrog  . . 

, , 

2id. 

1315.  Batoum 

• • 

. . 

4d. 

1376. 

Ispahan  .. 

. , 

4id. 

1316.  Quilimane.. 

. . 

Id. 

1377. 

Leghorn  . . 

2d. 

1317.  Copenhagen 

. . 

Id. 

1378. 

Cagliari  . . 

99 

Id. 

1318.  Lima 

. , 

Id. 

1379. 

Boston 

Id. 

1319.  New  York. . 

. , 

Id. 

1380. 

Palermo  . . 

# , 

3d. 

1320.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

. . 

Id. 

1381. 

New  York 

# , 

2d. 

1321.  Rio  de  Janeiro 

, , 

3d. 

1382. 

Zanzibar  . . 

2d. 

1322.  Reunion  .. 

,, 

3|d. 

1383. 

Naples 

• • 

, # 

lid. 

1323.  Berne  . . 

. . 

Id. 

1384. 
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• • 

2d. 

1324.  Kiukiang  . . 

. . 

id. 

1385. 

Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

5 |d. 

1325.  Resht 

, . 

3id. 

1386. 

Caracas 

# , 

lid. 

1326.  Florence  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1387. 

Yienna 

, # 

lid. 

1327.  Hakodate  . . 

. . 

Id. 

1388. 

Madeira  . . 

. , 

id. 
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. . 

2d. 

1389. 

Panama  . . 

• • 

lid. 
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. . 

lid. 

1390. 
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• « 

2id. 

1330.  St.  Petersburg 

. . 

2id. 

1391. 

M anila  , . 

• • 

. , 

2d. 

1331.  Patras 

.. 

lid. 

1392. 

Foochow  . . 

• • 

# , 

Id. 

1332.  Calais 

. . 

2 Id. 

1393. 

Ningpo 

t • 

* , 

Id. 

1333.  Loanda 

• « 

. . 

Id, 

1394. 

Chink iang. . 

• • 

t9 

Id. 

1334.  Bordeaux  . . 

• • 

. . 

2id. 

1395. 

Tamsui 

# , 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog  . * 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1396. 

Chungking 

lid. 

1336.  Galveston.. 

. . 

8 id. 

1397. 

Philadelphia 

• . 

3id. 

1337.  Riga 

. . 

2d. 

1398. 

Bilbao 

, , 

2id. 

1338.  Batavia 

. . 

lid. 

1399. 

Dunkirk  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1339.  Boston 

, . 

lid. 

1400. 

Amoy 

, # 

lid. 

1340.  Baltimore . . 

. . 

lid. 

1401. 

Tainan 

# , 

Id. 

1341.  Havre 

. . 

2id. 

1402. 

Ichang 

, , 

Id. 

1342.  Yera  Cruz. . 

. . 

Id. 

1403. 

Aleppo  .. 

Id. 

1343.  Saigon 

. . 

lid. 

1404. 

Madrid 

• • 

, . 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm.. 

. . 

2d. 

1405. 

Newchwang 

• • 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz 

. . 

lid. 

1406. 

Wenchow  . . 

• • 

id. 

1346.  Trebizond.. 

. . 

Id. 

1407. 

Pakhoi 

, , 

lid. 

1347.  Algiers 

. . 

3d. 

1108. 

Hankow  . . 

. . 

Id. 

1 348.  Amapala  . . 

• « 

. . 

id. 

1409. 

Amsterdam 

. , 

Id. 

1349.  Cherbourg. . 

t • 

. . 

Id. 

1410. 

Copenhagen 

• * 

1350.  Jerusalem.. 

• • 

, . 

Id. 

1411. 

Damascus  .. 

Id. 

1351.  Santiago  .. 

, . 

Id. 

1412. 

Chefoo 

• • 

, # 

3d. 

1352.  San  Jose  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1413. 

Swatow 

, , 

Id. 

1353.  Trieste 

. . 

3id. 

1414. 

Mannheim 

• • 

I'd. 

1354.  Madrid 

. . 

2d. 

1415. 

Fiume  .. 

, # 

2d. 

1355.  Teneriffe  .. 

.. 

id. 

1416. 

Athens 

, # 

6d. 

1356.  Havana 

, . 

2d. 

1417. 

Soul 

, # 

lid. 

1357.  Paraguay  . . 

, . 

5d. 

1418. 

Beyrout  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1358.  Guayaquil.. 

. . 

4 id. 

1419. 

Berlin 

lid. 

1359.  Cadiz 

lid. 

1420. 

N ice  « . 

• • 

# , 

3d. 

1360.  Marseilles.. 

. . 

lid. 

1421. 

Yokohama 

• • 

lid. 

1361.  Brest 

Id.  1 

1422. 

Maracaibo. . 

• • 

, # 

Id. 

1362.  Syra  .. 

2id. 

1423. 

Tunis 

# # 

lid. 

1363.  Suakin 

, . 

Id.  | 

1424. 

Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

# # 

Id. 

1 364.  Callao 

. . 

Id.  | 

1425. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

, , 

7d. 

1365.  Piraeus 

, , 

2d. 

1426. 

Erzeroum  . . 

# # 

Id. 

1366.  Stettin 

. . 

2d. 

1427. 

Christiania 

• • 

5id. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

, , 

2id. 

1428. 

Charleston 

, # 

# # 

5 id. 

1368.  Angora 

.. 

. Id.  | 

1429. 

Meshed 

.. 

Id. 
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Consul  Inglis  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley » 

My  Lord,  Copenhagen , June  25,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  a 
Report  on  the  Agriculture  of  Denmark  for  the  year  1893. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  P.  INGLIS. 
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DENMARK. 


Harvest  of 
1893. 


General 

character. 


Weather. 


Plant 

diseases. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 


In  the  annual  report*  just  issued  by  the  Eoyal  Danish  Statistical 
Department  the  harvest  of  1893  is  shown  to  have  given  under  a 
middling  yield.  Of  the  various  crops  only  rye  and  potatoes  may 
be  said  to  have  given  a really  good  return,  both  in  quantity  and 
quality. 

Wheat,  especially  as  regards  quality,  gave  a fair  middling  yield ; 
the  output  of  roots  may  also  be  put  down  as  that  of  a middling 
year. 

On  the  other  hand  spring  sowings,  beans,  peas,  and  hay  gave  a 
short  return,  a little  over  middling  in  quality.  Altogether  the 
character  of  the  harvest  varied  considerably  in  different  districts 
according  to  amount  of  rainfall  and  other  local  circumstances. 

The  chief  features  of  the  year  as  regards  weather  were  an  un- 
usually severe  winter  followed  by  a very  warm  and  dry  summer. 
Winter  sowings  where  done  early  developed  well,  and  taken  as  a 
whole  successfully  withstood  the  hard  winter,  though  suffering  in 
some  places  from  protracted  snowfalls.  The  early  spring,  especially 
March  and  the  first  half  of  April,  was  comparatively  mild,  and 
winter  sowings  came  on  well,  but  these  conditions  sustained  a 
check  at  the  end  of  April,  owing  to  the  cold  winds  then  prevalent, 
and  from  that  period  things  took  a very  unfavourable  turn.  The 
weather  which  from  early  April  had  been  dry  underwent  little 
change  as  regards  rainfall  through  May  and  June  ; the  temperature 
during  the  latter  month  being  far  above  normal.  Under  these 
conditions  spring  sowings  came  up  badly,  of  weak  and  unequal 
growth,  and  the  result  was  a crop  very  short  in  the  straw.  July, 
though  very  warm,  brought  with  it  a sufficiently  copious  rainfall, 
which,  though  in  many  parts  of  the  country  it  only  came  down  in 
showers,  considerably  improved  the  crops.  The  long  drought  of 
the  early  summer  had  a very  unfavourable  influence  on  the  yield 
of  grass. 

Harvesting  began  at  the  end  of  July  and  was  carried  on  under 
favourable  conditions  throughout  August. 

Plant  diseases  are  only  mentioned  in  the  reports  from  Odense, 
Aarhus,  Hjorring,  and  Bingkjobing  Amts.  In  some  places  the 
wheat  was  affected  with  fungus,  and  in  Hjorring  Amt  the  potato 
disease  made  its  appearance.  Eoots  in  several  parts  of  the  country 
suffered  from  mildew.  Attacks  of  insects  are  not  much  spoken  of. 
At  some  places  in  the  Copenhagen  districts  the  larva  of  the  cock- 
chafer did  a good  deal  of  damage,  and  root  crops  suffered  from  the 
same  cause  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Svendborg  and  Aarhus. 

Taking  the  various  crops  separately  : — 

Wheat  may  be  said  to  have  given  a middling  yield  of  very  good 
quality. 

Eye  a very  good  yield  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 

Barley  gave  only  a very  poor  yield  as  regards  quantity,  whilst 
the  quality  may  be  put  down  as  middling  good. 

Oats  likewise  gave  a very  indifferent  return,  the  quantity  much 
under  middling  and  quality  only  about  middling ; it  was  better  in 
Jutland  than  in  the  islands. 

* H<5sten,  Danmark,  Aaret,  1893.  (May,  1891.) 
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Leguminous  plants  gave  a poor  yield,  considerably  under  Leguminous 
middling  in  quantity  and  barely  a middling  yield  in  quality.  plants. 

Buckwheat  gave  a middling  yield.  Buckwheat. 

Potatoes  gave  a very  good  return  both  in  bulk  and  quality,  Potatoes, 
and  owing  to  the  dry  summer  the  disease  only  appeared  in  a few 
places. 

Beets  are  characterised  as  good,  occasionally  as  very  good.  Beets. 
Other  roots  gave  only  a middling  yield. 

Hay,  both  from  permanent  pastures  and  artificial  grasses,  Hay. 
turned  out  very  badly  as  regards  quantity,  while  the  quality  is 
said  to  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  yield  of  the  various  crops  in  Yield  and 

1893  : — value  of 

harvest. 


Crops. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Percentages. 

£ 

Wheat.  .. 

, # 

Bushels  . . 

4,509,548 

720,977 

491 

Bye 

, , 

)J  • • 

18,522,633 

2,576,638 

17  -54 

Barley  ..  .. 

, * 

17,511,036 

2,398,768 

16  *32 

Oats  . . . . 

# # 

f • • 

26,426,484 

2,908,395 

19  -79 

Buckwheat  .. 

99  • • 

874,499 

115,026 

0-78 

Beans  and  peas 

and 

other  leguminous 

plants 

, # 

>>  • • 

625,020 

108,512 

0*74 

Fodder  . . 

, # 

J J • • 

8,773,787 

1,048,508 

7 -14 

Potatoes 

, , 

20,693,364 

1,032,618 

7-03 

Other  roots 

, # 

» • • 

80,514,693 

1,112,573 

7-57 

Colza 

, # 

))  • • 

26,132 

6,841 

0*05 

Clover  . • , . 

. # 

Lasts  of 

1,100  lbs. 

627,569 

1,180,555 

8-03 

Hay 

Lasts  of 

1,100  lbs. 

926,856 

1,484,495 

10-10 

Total 

•• 

•• 

•• 

14,693,906 

100  -oo 

The  gross  value  of  the  harvest  for  the  whole  country  was  thus 
14,693,906/.,  being  a decrease  of  about  3,000,000/.  compared  with 
1892,  or  about  18'6  per  cent.  This  is  caused  to  a great  extent  by  a 
falling-off  in  quantity,  for  while  prices  for  some  produce  have  been 
lower,  in  other  cases  they  have  been  somewhat  higher ; compared 
with  the  average  for  the  previous  5 years  the  value  in  1893  shows 
a decrease  of  2,200,000/.  or  13-3  per  cent. 

The  average  yield  in  value  per  tonder  of  land  (1£  acre)  was  as 
follows : — 


1893. 

1892. 

Average, 
5 Years. 

Kroner. 

Kroner. 

Kroner. 

Whole  country. . 

83 

103 

97 

Islands  ..  ..  ..  .. 

95 

126 

117 

Jutland  . . 

75 

84 

82 
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Difficulties 

affecting 

agriculture. 


Horses. 


Pigs. 


Dairies. 


Decline  of 
area  under 
wheat. 


In  a general  review*  of  Danish  agriculture  in  1893,  M.  Lacour, 
in  his  annual  report,  refers  to  the  universal  depression  and  the 
increasing  difficulties  which  threaten  this  industry ; among  these 
are  instanced  the  rapidly  growing  competition  of  Australia  in  the 
English  butter  market,  low  prices  for  produce,  isolated  cases  of 
disease  among  cattle,  of  themselves  causing  only  slight  losses,  but 
gaining  importance  owing  to  prohibitive  measures  adopted  in 
countries  which  afforded  the  best  outlet,  stagnation  of  trade  in 
general,  and  diminished  consumption  of  farm  produce  consequent 
thereon.  On*  the  other  hand  it  is  shown  that  things  have  not  been 
better  in  other  countries,  and  that  for  an  important  item  in  the 
Danish  exports,  viz.,  pork,  good  prices  were  obtained. 

Cattle  and  meat  gave  very  poor  returns,  the  English  coal  strike 
being  instanced  as  one  of  the  causes.  Stock  had  to  he  sold  at  any 
price  owing  to  short  supplies  of  fodder,  while  at  the  same  time 
imports  to  the  English  market  from  Australia,  La  Plata,  &c., 
amounted  to  4,000,000  carcasses,  a trade  unknown  13  years  ago. 
Owing  to  prohibitive  measures  adopted  in  neighbouring  countries 
the  export  of  fresh  meat  had  to  be  resorted  to,  and  slaughteries 
under  the  supervision  of  Government  Inspectors  were  established 
in  Copenhagen,  Eshjerg,  and  Aalborg,  but  owing  to  the  meat  thus 
exported  not  always  being  in  the  best  condition,  results  obtained 
did  not  answer  expectations.  Many  old  stock-raising  farms  are 
said  to  have  gone  over  to  dairying. 

The  decline  in  demand  for  horses  from  abroad,  concurrently 
with  increased  production  and  scanty  supplies  of  fodder,  caused  a 
fall  in  prices.  The  imports  of  light  horses  from  Eussia  rose  con- 
siderably ; 10,800  horses  were  exported  from  Denmark  in  1893, 
and  about  5,800  imported. 

Pigs  presented  an  exception  to  the  general  depression,  prices 
being  higher  than  in  1892,  which  was  considered  a good  year, 
especially  in  the  trade  with  England. 

Dairy  farming  had  to  encounter  many  difficulties,  not  so  much 
from  short  winter  fodder,  as  stocks  remaining  over  from  the 
previous  year  were  ample,  but  owing  to  ice-  obstructions  which 
caused  considerable  uncertainty  in  sales. 

The  short  supply  of  grass  in  the  dry  summer  caused  a falling- 
off  in  the  yield  of  milk,  and  the  low  prices  ruling  from  December 
to  July  when  milk  is  most  abundant  were  far  from  being  made 
up  by  the  better  quotations  during  the  remaining  months  of  the 
year. 

The  cultivation  of  wheat  shows  a considerable  decline,  not  only 
have  the  imports  of  this  cereal  increased,  but  the  surplus  export  of 
flour  has  gone  down  to  under  one-seventh  of  what  it  was  10  years 
ago ; the  amount  sent  abroad  in  the  eighties  being  often  over 
100,000,000  Danish  pund.  This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that 
Danish  millers  are  unable  to  find  an  outlet  for  one-half  of  what 
they  did  formerly,  exports  to  the  English  market  having  virtually 
ceased  owing  to  American,  German,  and  French  competition.  The 
same  is  the  case  with  Sweden  owing  to  the  duty  on  flour  levied  in 
# “ Tidsskrift  for  Landokonomi.”  J.  C.  Lacour.  1894. 
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that  country.  At  the  same  time  the  imports  into  Denmark  of 
foreign  flour  have  risen  to  17,000,000  pund,  against  an  average  for 
the  last  10  years  of  7,000,000  pund. 

The  large  imports  of  Black  Sea  barley  are  referred  to  as  being  Increased 
likely  to  exercise  a serious  effect,  should  it  find  its  way  to  the  imports  of 
breweries  which  have  hitherto  been  the  best  customers  for  the  ea 

oarjey. 

home-grown  cereal. 

The  largest  imports  of  foreign  grain  are  under  maize,  of  which 
over  2,860,000  bushels  were  imported,  of  this,  1,500,000  bushels 
went  to  the  distilleries. 

During  the  autumn  and  winter  considerable  shipments  of 
pressed  hay  and  straw  were  exported  by  way  of  Esbjerg  at  good 
prices. 

Exports  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine  all  show  a falling-off,  but  in  Exports  of 
the  case  of  the  last  the  decrease  was  more  than  made  up  by  the  live-stock, 
large  exports  of  bacon,  bringing  up  the  total  to  200,000  head  of  Bacon, 
swine,  or  more  than  double  the  total  for  the  foregoing  5 years. 

The  surplus  exports  of  butter  also  show  a considerable  increase  Butter, 
of  over  16,500,000  lbs.  (avoir.)  more  than  the  average  for  the 
previous  5 years,  and  2,970,000  lbs.  more  than  in  1892. 

The  export  of  eggs,  though  larger  than  the  average  for  the  Eggs. 

5 years’  period,  was  1,300,000  scores  less  than  the  year  before. 

Coming  to  the  balance-sheet  of  the  year,  M.  Lacour  shows  that  Profits  and 
while  Denmark  has  expended  350,000/.  to  400,000/.  less  for  im-  im- 
ported corn  and  feeding  stuffs,  animal  produce  has  brought  into 
the  country  nearly  1,000,000/.  more  than  the  average.  The  net  or 
surplus  income  of  the  country  thus  increased  from  4,328,000/.  to 
5,705,000/.,  or  about  1,377,000/.  This  sum  representing  profits 
from  exports  is  about  the  same  as  in  the  good  years  between  1870 
and  1880.  Turning  to  profits  from  agriculture  generally  which  do 
not  depend  entirely  on  exports,  but  on  sales  for  home  consumption, 
it  is  shown  that  owing  to  falling  prices  the  farmers’  profits  were 
less  than  in  the  previous  year.  Sales  for  the  home  market  are 
estimated  to  be  about  three  to  four  times  the  amount  of  the  exports 
of  an  average  year  or  represent  a value  of  about  16,556,000/.,  and 
taking  prices  at  about  15  per  cent,  lower  than  the  average  for  the 
last  5 years,  their  supplies  to  the  home  trade  will  have -brought  the 
farmer  in  45,000,000  kroner  (2,500,000/.)  less  than  the  average, 
and  deducting  from  this  figure  the  surplus  exports*  amounting 
to  25,000,000  kroner  (about  1,389,000/.)  the  year  shows  a deficit 
of  20,000,000  kroner  (about  1,111,000/.). 

A noticeable  feature  in  the  report  is  a partial  tendency  to  Labour, 
migrate  back  from  the  towns  to  the  country,  and  the  more  abun- 
dant supply  of  hands  thus  made  available  is  mentioned  as  one,  of 
the  bright  spots  of  the  year. 

The  report  from  Funensays: — “Wages  for  unskilled  labour, 
male  and  female,  have  fallen  considerably,  but  have  not  undergone 
any  change  for  the  more  efficient  hands  who,  howrever,  no  longer 
appear  to  evince  any  desire  to  migrate;  they  seem  at  last  to 
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recognise  that  the  limits  of  concession  have  been  reached,  and  no 
advantage  is  to  be  gained  by  seeking  other  situations.” 

Artificial  fertilisers  were  used  to  a less  extent  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  imports  were  in  1891-92,  83,160,000  lbs. ; 
1892-93,  72,820,000  lbs.,  besides  1,980,000  lbs.  of  phosphate 
powder.  The  use  of  superphosphates  has  slightly  declined, 
amounting  only  to  61  per  cent,  of  the  whole  quantity  of  fertilisers 
employed  against  81  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year. 

Owing  to  the  expected  short  supply  of  manual  labour,  a larger 
number  of  reapers,  binders,  and  stacking  machines  were  purchased 
during  the  year. 

Experiments  under  State  patronage  were  made  with  petroleum 
motors  for  thrashing  machines,  and  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
trials  took  place  with  • the  double  plough  which  has  recently 
attracted  attention  owing  to  its  greater  labour-saving  qualities 
coupled  with  better  work  turned  out. 

Great  care  continued  to  be  taken  in  the  further  development  of 
plant  culture,  and  its  importance  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
annual  crop  of  barley  represents  a value  of  not  much  under 
4,000,000/.  Eesults  of  much  practical  use  have  been  obtained  by 
the  experiments  of  M.  Sonner  with  malting  barley  conducted  over 
a period  of  10  years,  and  supported  by  an  anneal  Government 
grant.  Increased  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  Prentice  and  Gold 
Thorpe  varieties. 

The  cultivation  of  the  sugar-beet  has  been  extended  in  the 
islands  owing  to  the  larger  profits  derived  from  this  crop  compared 
with  corn,  and  the  improvement  not  unfrequently  derived  from  it 
by  the  soil.  The  sugar-beet  area  has  at  the  same  time  largely 
increased,  and  a movement  is  on  foot  for  the  erection  of  starch 
factories. 

The  grant  for  the  improvement  of  domestic  animals  was  in- 
creased from  50  kroner  to  125,000  kroner,  of  which  40,000  kroner 
were  for  horses,  60,000  kroner  for  cattle,  10,000  kroner  for  con- 
sulting experts,  and  15,000  kroner  for  other  purposes. 

A further  annual  grant  of  50,000  kroner  for  5 years  was  made 
to  assist  farmers  in  combating  tuberculosis  in  horned  cattle. 

The  courses  for  dairy  instruction  have  been  well  resorted  to  by 
men  and  women.  Travelling  instructors  have  been  engaged  to  act 
at  vacant  posts  when  necessary. 

The  Agricultural  Society  has  also  undertaken  to  supply  dairy 
hands  to  its  members  who  on  account  of  foot-and-mouth  disease 
are  in  need  of  extra  assistance,  their  delivery  of  milk  to  the 
co-operative  dairies  being  stopped. 
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UNITED  STATES. 

GALVESTON. 


Consul  Nugent  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

My  Lord,  Galveston,  June  18,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  a Report  on  the 
Agricultural  Condition  of  Texas,  together  with  some  information 
in  regard  to  matters  thereto  allied. 

It  would  appear  from  the  archives  of  this  Consulate,  as  far  as 
I have  been  able  to  ascertain,  that  no  specific  Report  on 
Agriculture  has  been  forwarded  by  any  of  my  predecessors  at 
Galveston  during  the  past  few  years.  I have  therefore  judged 
it  advisable,  seeing  that  the  interests  involved  in  Agriculture  in 
Texas  are  so  vast  and  important,  to  draw  up  the  present  Report 
in  a more  detailed  and  voluminous  manner  than  would  otherwise 
have  been  the  case,  and  to  refer  to  and  annex  statistics  going  as 
far  back  as  1887. 

I am  indebted  for  a great  portion  of  the  information  given 
by  me  to  the  admirable  series  of  Agricultural  Reports  published 
by  the  State  of  Texas  under  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture,  and  have  been  guided  by  the  endeavour  to,  if 
possible,  bring  about  a more  adequate  conception  of  the  vast 
natural  resources  and  agricultural  progress  of  this  State. 

The  State  Agricultural  Report  for  1893  not  yet  having  been 
published,  I have  been  unable  to  give  statistics  later  than  those  for 
the  year  1892. 

Those  portions  of  the  Report  concerning  the  effect  of 
weather  upon  crops  in  Texas  are  taken  from  interesting  articles 
in  the  public  press  by  Dr.  Cline,  Meteorologist  in  charge  of  the 
United  States  Weather  Bureau  at  Galveston. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  HORACE  D.  NUGENT. 
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GALVESTON. 


Description  of  the  State  of  Texas , 

The  area  of  Texas,  according  to  the  official  statement  made  by  Area, 
the  General  Land  Office,  is  252,514  square  miles,  of  which  250,004 
square  miles  are  land,  and  2,510  square  miles  water  surface.  This 
total  area  is  equal  to  8*7  per. cent,  of  the  entire  area  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  by  far  the  largest  State  in  the  Union,  being  six  times 
larger  than  New  York,  and  seven  times  as  large  as  Ohio,  the  two 
next  in  size.  Some  idea  of  the  vastness  of  this  one  State  may  be 
gathered  when  it  is  learnt  that  Texas  is  34,000  square  miles  larger 
than  the  Austrian  Empire,  62,000  more  than  the  German  Empire, 
and  nearly  70,000  square  miles  greater  than  France. 

Texas  lies  in  the  extreme  south-western  portion  of  the  United  Situation 
States,  between  the  26th  and  36th  parallels  of  north  latitude,  and 
the  94th  and  106th  meridians  of  longitude  west  of  Greenwich. 

From  north  to  south  it  is  nearly  750  miles  in  length,  and  from 
east  to  west  about  800  miles  in  breadth.  Custom  has  divided  the 
State  into  five  parts,  viz.,  Central,  Northern,  Southern,  Eastern, 
and  Western  Texas,  but  these  divisions  are  not  clearly  defined. 

The  country  lying  east  of  the  96th  degree  of  longitude,  and  Topogra 
north  of  the  30th  parallel  of  latitude,  known  as  East  Texas,  is 
characterised  by  a long  range  of  hills  running  irregularly  from 
north-east  to  south-west,  and  is  also  marked  by  a heavy  growth  of 
timber,  chiefly  pine,  oak,  and  hickory. 

The  Coast  District  is  thus  described  : — 

“ The  coast  of  Texas  presents  features  different  from  those  of 
any  other  State,  for  while  in  many  other  States  the  mainland 
coast  is  greatly  cut  up  into  large  bays,  extending  many  miles  in- 
land, it  is  here  bordered  by  an  almost  continuous  chain  of  islands 
and  peninsulas  (the  latter  having  the  same  trend).  The  Gulf 
border  of  this  chain  is  a very  regular  line  south-west  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Sabine  River  or  Lake,  to  near  Corpus  Christi,  which 
occupies  the  highest  point  on  the  entire  coast,  and  then  turns  with 
a regular  curve  south,  and  slightly  south-east  to  Mexico.” 

The  territory  east  of  the  timber  region  and  north  of  the  Coast 
District  is  a vast  open  plain  composed  of  gently  rolling  prairies 
and  gradual  elevations.  It  is  covered  with  a luxuriant  growth  of 
native  grasses  and  occasionally  dotted  with  timber,  and  extends  to 
the  Red  River  on  the  north,  and  the  mountain  ranges  of  the  west 
and  north-west.  The  water  courses  and  ravines  are  usually  fringed 
with  a growth  of  timber  of  various  kinds. 

West  and  north-west  lie  the  hills  and  mountain  regions  of 
Texas,  which  are  continuations  southward  of  the  mountains  of 
Mexico,  New  Mexico,  and  Colorado. 

In  the  extreme  north-west,  bordering  on  Kansas  on  the  south, 
and  New  Mexico  on  the  west,  is  the  elevated  tableland  formerly 
known  as  the  “ Llano  Estacado  ” or  Staked  Plain.  It  is  to-day 
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called  the  “ Panhandle  ” of  Texas,  and  is  destined  to  become  one 
of  the  best  agricultural  and  stock-raising  sections  of  the  State. 

On  a line  north  of  Austin  and  San  Antonio,  and  running  in  a 
south-westerly  direction,  there  is  a low  range  of  hills  that  mark  a 
change  in  the  topography  of  the  country.  Westward  it  is  more 
broken,  and  the  elevations  more  abrupt. 

Texas  lays  claim,  and  with  justice,  to  a greater  variety  and 
richness  of  soil  than  any  other  State.  Black  waxy,  black  sandy, 
black  pebbly,  “ hog  wallow,”  grey  sandy,  red  sandy,  sandy  loam, 
and  alluvial  soils  are  each  to  be  found  in  the  State,  the  majority  of 
them  in  greater  or  less  quantities  in  each  portion  of  it.  The  best 
evidence,  probably,  that  can  be  offered  as  to  the  richness  and  fer- 
tility of  these  various  soils  is  the  fact  that  artificial  manures  and 
fertilisers,  now  so  commonly  in  use  in  the  older  portions  of  the 
Union,  and  constituting  a fixed  charge  on  the  agricultural  profits 
of  those  States,  are  said  not  to  be  required  or  used  at  all  in  Texas. 
There  are  said  to  be  thousands  of  acres  at  present  in  cultivation  in 
the  State  that  have  been  cultivated  continuously  for  more  than  30 
years,  and  that  they  yield  as  much  now  as  when  first  planted. 

The  principal  soils  of  Texas  are  the  black  waxy,  black  sandy, 
and  alluvial  soils,  the  others  mentioned  above  being  minor  di- 
visions. A description  of  these  three  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  this  report. 

This,  so  called  from  its  colour  and  sticky  qualities,  is  the  richest 
and  most  durable  of  the  soils  of  the  State.  It  constitutes  a large 
portion  of  the  prairie  region,  and  is  specially  adapted  to  the  growth 
of  cereals.  It  varies  in  depth  from  12  inches  to  many  feet,  the 
average  depth  being  about  18  inches,  and  is  not  appreciably  affected 
by  the  washing  rains  so  injurious  to  loose  soils.  One  of  the  largest 
bodies  of  upland  black  prairie  in  the  Union  extends  from  Lamar 
County,  on  the  Bed  Liver,  south-west  in  an  irregular  manner  to  a 
point  south  of  San  Antonio,  in  Bexar  County,  with  a width  of  140 
miles  at  the  north  end,  100  miles  in  the  middle,  and  about  60  miles 
at  the  south  end.  It  embraces  23  and  parts  of  26  counties. 

This  soil  covers  a very  large  area  of  the  State,  and  is  specially 
productive  for  gardening  purposes  and  fruit  growing.  It  is  very 
loose,  easily  cultivated,  but  requires  care  to  prevent  its  deteriorat- 
ing by  washing  away  of  the  surface.  It  is  chiefly  found  in  portions 
of  the  timber  region,  and  in  counties  bordering  on  the  timber  belt 
of  East  Texas. 

The  alluvial  soils  of  the  river  bottoms  vary  according  to  the 
territory  drained  by  the  streams  on  which  they  are  situated. 
Those  east  of  the  Brazos  Liver  have  more  of  the  waxy  character 
and  are  stiffer  than  those  on  the  Brazos  itself  and  the  streams  to 
the  west  of  it  that  drain  the  sandy  lands  of  the  north-west.  The 
Brazos  Liver  bottom  is  considered  the  most  valuable  in  the  State, 
owing  to  its  fertility  and  comparative  immunity  from  overflow. 

The  climate  of  Texas  is  variable,  with  but  short  winters,  and 
long,  dry  summers,  as  is  to  be  expected  from  the  geographical 
situation.  The  influence  of  the  winds  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  is 
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most  marked  on  the  climate,  so  much  so  that  the  actual  tempera- 
ture along  the  coast  and  for  many  miles  inland  is  much  lower 
during  the  summer  than  in  latitudes  much  higher  to  the  north. 

The  same  Gulf  winds  influence  to  a great  degree  the  winter  months, 
making  that  season  mild  and  delightful.  The  great  drawback  is  the 
amount  of  humidity  generated  by  the  damp  sea  winds  which, 
although  not  positively  unhealthy,  is  yet  a cause  of  much 
discomfort. 

The  following  table  shows  with  great  exactness  the  monthly  Temperature, 
and  annual  mean  temperature  all  over  the  State : — 


Table  showing  the  Monthly  and  Annual  Mean  Temperature  (in  Degrees  Fahr.)  at  Various  Texas  Stations. 
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The  prevailing  wind  throughout  the  entire  State  is  the  south  prevailing 
wind  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  winds. 

The  “ norther  ” is  an  important  feature  of  Texan  climate,  but  ‘-'Northers.” 
one  by  no  means  fraught  with  such  portentous  consequences  as 
people  abroad  have  been  led  to  believe  by  sensational  writers.  It 
is  nothing  but  a cold  wind  from  the  north,  but  the  long  unob- 
structed sweep  across  the  prairies  from  the  plains  of  the  north-west, 
heightens  its  velocity  and  renders  its  approach  more  sudden. 

These  features  alone  distinguish  it  from  a cold  wave  from  the  north 
in  other  States.  Northers  are  known  as  “ wet  ” or  “ dry,”  accord- 
ing to  their  being  accompanied  by  rain  or  sleet,  or  without  either. 

The  “ wet  ” norther  does  more  damage  to  crops  and  live-stock  than 
the  dry ; its  duration  is  generally  about  24  hours.  Dry  northers 
last  from  48  hours  to  1 week,  the  wind  attaining  its  greatest 
velocity  within  24  hours,  and  then  gradually  subsiding  and  veering 
to  the  south  again.  The  dry  norther,  driving  away  as  it  does  all 
miasma,  is  a very  healthy  influence. 

The  general  climatic  conditions  of  Texas  may  be  summed  up  General 
as  healthful,  and  excepting  the  bottom  lands  along  the  rivers  and  °!^aions 
streams,  and  the  low  grounds  subject  to  periodical  overflows,  where  s’ 

malarial  fevers  exist,  there  is  no  pre-disposing  climatic  cause  for 
sickness. 

The  area  of  timber  in  Texas  is  much  greater  than  generally  Timber 
supposed  by  persons  not  familiar  with  the  country.  Many  suppose  growtl1' 
that  the  State  is  a vast  treeless  plain,  but  this  idea  is  erroneous. 

In  the  prairie  regions,  the  bottoms  along  the  streams  are  skirted 
with  timber,  and  in  most  places  there  is  a happy  admixture  of 
prairie  and  timber  land.  Besides  this,  Eastern  and  South-Eastern 
Texas  is  covered  with  a dense  growth  of  fine  timber,  embracing 
nearly  every  variety  in  the  Southern  States. 

Reports  show  that  there  are  35,537,967  acres  of  timber  land  in  Area  of 
Texas.  timber  lands 

The  “ Cross  Timbers  ” is  the  name  given  to  two  irregular  belts  “ Cross 
of  timber,  varying  in  width,  and  entering  the  State  on  the  Red  Timbers-  ’ 
River  on  the  north,  and  running  in  a southerly  direction  across  the 
prairie  region. 

The  “ Lower  Cross  Timbers  ” run  from  a point  on  the  Red 
River  north  of  Gainesville,  to  the  Brazos  River,  a distance  of  135 
miles,  and  has  an  average  width  of  10  to  15  miles,  interspersed 
at  intervals  with  small  prairies. 

The  “ Upper  Cross  Timbers  ” leaves  the  Red  River  at  a point 
further  west,  passing  south  through  Montague  County,  at  the  lower 
edge  of  which  it  divides,  the  eastern  portion  passing  south  through 
Wise  and  Parker  Counties,  the  western  trending  further  west,  and 
extending  south  into  Erath  County. 

The  timber  growth  of  the  Cross  Timbers  is  principally  post  and  Varieties  of 
blackjack  oaks.  On  the  streams  and  lowlands,  ash,  hackaberry, timber- 
pecan,  and  cottonwood  trees  are  found. 

On  the  grey  sand  hills  in  Eastern  Texas  the  timber  growth  is 
mainly  scrubby  post  and  blackjack  oaks.  On  the  black  sandy  land 
the  growth  is  the  same  but  more  perfect.  The  red  lands  are 
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covered  with  hickory,  red,  and  post  oaks,  with  a few  sweet  and 
black  gum  trees  and  elms  interspersed. 

In  the  extreme  north-eastern  portion  of  Texas  the  long  leafed 
pine  grows  in  great  abundance,  whilst  the  short  leafed  variety  is 
found  interspersed  with  hickory  and  the  various  oaks,  from  Bowie 
County  on  the  Bed  Kiver,  south,  along  the  eastern  edge  of  the 
State,  finally  merging  into  the  long  leafed  pine  region. 

The  area  of  the  pineries,  both  long  and  short  leafed,  is  estimated 
at  25,000,000  acres,  capable  of  producing  64,587,420,000  feet  of 
lumber. 

Along  the  streams,  especially  the  larger  ones,  walnut  and  ash 
trees  are  abundant,  whilst  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  State 
near  the  Gulf,  the  live  oak  is  prominent. 

The  mesquite  is  a tree  found  more  generally  in  Western  Texas 
than  any  other  and  is  a common  growth  on  the  prairie.  It  is  a 
small  scrubby  tree,  and  produces  a bean  which  is  very  nutritious 
and  highly  prized  as  food  for  horses  and  cattle.  It  has  rapidly 
spread  over  the  prairies  within  the  last  few  years,  and  now 
furnishes  fuel  in  places  where  a few  years  ago  not  a stick  was  to 
be  found. 

The  pecan  tree,  which  produces  the  delicious  pecan  nut,  is 
found  on  nearly  every  stream,  but  more  abundantly  in  Southern 
and  Western  Texas,  where  there  are  numerous  groves  in  the 
valleys  and  on  the  uplands.  The  gathering  and  marketing  of  the 
pecan  crop  is  a considerable  industry  in  that  portion  of  the  State. 
The  crop  is  generally  valued  at  over  500,000  dol. 

West  of  the  100th  meridian  the  timber  growth  is  very  limited, 
and  almost  exclusively  in  the  ravines  and  waterways. 


Immigration,  c be. 

Texas  undoubtedly  presents  a vast  and  alluring  field  for 
immigration,  especially  to  the  agriculturist.  Her  immense  size, 
fertile  soil,  healthy  and  equable  climate  are  advantages  not  to  be 
scorned,  and  make  a comparison  with  other  agricultural  States  of 
the  Union,  such  as  Kansas,  Iowa,  Nebraska,  and  Dakota,  result  in 
favour  of  this  State.  Notwithstanding,  however,  these  advantages 
immigration  into  Texas,  though  yearly  increasing,  is  yet  compara- 
tively small.  The  proportion  of  foreign  immigrants  arriving  in 
the  States  with  a view  to  proceeding  to  Texas  is  trifling  compared 
to  the  total.  For  instance,  in  1892,  out  of  374,741  immigrants 
landing  at  New  York,  but  2,290  were  en  route  to  this  State. 
Probably,  taking  all  the  immigrants  landed  at  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  and  New  Orleans,  together  with  those  landing  at  New 
York,  some  15,000  or  so  came  direct  from  foreign  countries  to  this 
State  in  1892.  The  greater  part  of  the  immigration  into  Texas  is 
without  doubt  from  other  States  in  the  Union,  especially  the 
southern  States.  When  it  is  considered  that  the  total  population 
of  this  vast  State  of  over  250,000  square  miles  was,  in  1890,  only 
2,235,523,  an  increase  of  643,774  since  1880,  it  will  be  seen  at  a 
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glance  what  an  immense  field  for  immigration,  both  domestic  and 
foreign,  lies  here.  This  State  could  without  difficulty  support  a 
population  20  times  as  large  as  it  now  is.  The  natural  increase  of 
population  alone,  without  immigration,  is  not  sufficient  to  produce 
enough  inhabitants  to  develop  to  the  utmost  the  vast  natural 
resources  of  Texas. 

It  is,  therefore,  to  immigration  that  the  State  must  look  for  Outlook  for 
future  development.  The  place  she  occupies  to-day  is  due  entirely  immigration, 
to  the  hardy  pioneers  from  other  States  and  foreign  shores,  and  far 
from  displaying  jealousy  of  outsiders,  it  should  be  her  policy  to 
encourage  their  coming. 

The  chief  obstacle  to  foreign  immigration  has  been  want  of  Obstacles  to 
knowledge.  Texas  is  in  reality  very  little  known,  even  by  her  immigration, 
neighbours.  A plan  has  lately  been  mooted  in  the  public  press 
to  advertise  more  widely  the  advantages  of  this  State,  and  it  cannot 
be  doubted  but  that  such  a course  would  have  a decidedly  good 
effect.  Hot  that  the  State  is  illiberal  in  her  treatment  once  the 
immigrant  has  arrived.  Far  from  it,  as  will  be  seen  later.  It  is 
the  lack  of  properly  bringing  into  notice  her  advantages  that 
prevents  greater  immigration.  Merchants  and  business  men  in 
general  are  now  awaking  to  this  fact,  and  steps  are  being  taken  by 
Chambers  of  Commerce  and  other  public  bodies  to  remedy  this 
deficiency. 

Texas  being  an  agricultural,  not  a manufacturing  country,  it  Class  of 
stands  to  reason  that  farmers  and  farm  labourers  have  the  best  immigrants 
chance  of  succeeding.  For  labourers,  skilled  and  unskilled,  and  desued* 
domestic  servants  there  is  also  some  prospect,  also  for  mechanics, 
but  in  the  present  state  of  the  country  it  is  useless  for  clerks,  &c., 
to  come  out  here. 

It  would  be  advisable  for  all  those  emigrating  here  to  possess  Advice  to 
some  little  money  so  as  to  enable  them  to  look  round  before  intending 
deciding  where  to  settle  and  what  to  do.  Many  who  have  bought  immiSrauts- 
land  without  having  seen  it  have  found  on  arrival,  to  their  bitter 
experience,  that  they  have  been  tricked,  and  that  their  land  was 
useless  or  unhealthy.  Again,  it  would  be  better  for  men  with 
families,  to  come  if  possible  alone  at  first,  and  send  for  their 
families  later  when  settled. 

Hor  need  a man  be  deterred  from  coming  by  the  idea  that  it  is 
necessary  to  buy  at  least  150  acres  or  200  acres  for  a farm.  On 
the  contrary  10  acres,  properly  farmed  by  modem  methods,  are 
enough  to  keep  a whole  family  in  comfort,  provided  the  land  is 
close  enough  to  a railroad  to  have  the  produce  promptly  shipped. 

Farmers  and  agriculturists  in  general  are  well  protected  by 
State  law,  as  the  following  exemptions  from  taxation  and  from 
forced  sale  exemplify : — 

Farm  products  in  the  hands  of  the  producer  and  family  Exemptions 
supplies  for  home  and  farm  use.  from  taxation. 

Household  and  kitchen  furniture  to  the  value  of  250  dol., 
including  a sewing  machine. 

All  annual  pensions  granted  by  the  State. 

All  public  property. 
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Lands  used  exclusively  for  graveyards  or  grounds  for  burying 
the  dead,  unless  held  by  persons  or  corporations  for  profit. 

Buildings  and  lands  attached  thereto  belonging  to  charitable  or 
educational  institutions,  and  used  exclusively  for  charitable  or 
educational  purposes. 

A homestead  worth  5,000  dol.  exclusive  of  improvements,  if  in 
a town  or  city ; if  in  the  country,  200  acres,  including  improve- 
ments and  crops  growing  thereon,  except  for  part  or  all  of  the 
purchase  money  thereof,  the  taxes  due  thereon,  or  for  material 
used  in  constructing  improvements  thereon,  and  in  this  last  case 
only  when  the  work  and  material  are  contracted  for  in  writing, 
with  the  consent  of  the  wife  given  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
required  in  making  a sale  and  conveyance  of  the  homestead. 

,A11  household  and  kitchen  furniture,  and  all  provisions  and 
forage  on  hand  for  home  consumption. 

Any  lot  or  lots  in  a cemetery  for  the  purpose  of  sepulture. 

All  implements  of  husbandry,  and  all  tools,  apparatus,  and 
books  belonging  to  any  trade. 

The  family  library  and  all  family  portraits  and  pictures. 

Five  milch  cows  and  their  calves,  and  two  yoke  of  work  oxen, 
with  necessary  yokes  and  chains. 

One  gun,  two  horses,  and  one  wagon,  one  carriage  or  buggy, 
and  all  saddles,  bridles,  and  harness  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
family. 

Twenty  head  of  hogs,  and  20  head  of  sheep. 

All  current  wages  for. personal  services. 

The  cost  of  farm  land  varies,  of  course,  according  to  the 
fertility,  situation,  closeness  to  railway,  &c.  In  the  large  cotton- 
producing  district,  such  as  Ellis,  Fayette,  Hill,  and  Bell  counties, 
improved  land  sells  anywhere  from  15  dol.  to  50  dol.  an  acre, 
with  an  average  of  about  30  dol.,  while  unimproved  land  fetches 
from  2 dol.  to  10  dol.  In  the  outlying  districts,  such  as  Hale, 
Floyd,  Crosby,  Dickens,  and  Potter  counties,  for  example,  land 
unimproved  brings  from  2 dol.  to  5 dol.  per  acre,  and  3 dol.  to 
8 dol.  when  improved.  These  prices  are  merely  given  as  average 
examples  of  the  cost  of  land,  and  it  is  impossible  to  estimate 
exactly  the  value  all  over  sncli  a vast  and  varied  State  as  Texas. 
They  refer  also  to  land  bought  of  private  persons  or  corporations. 

The  State  of  Texas,  however,  owns  about  4,400,000  acres  of 
unappropriated  land  which  can  be  acquired  by  private  persons. 
There  are  further  30,00Q,000  acres  of  common,  school,  university, 
and  asylum  lands  which  can  be  acquired  also  by  the  public. 

Public  Lands. 

Under  this  head  is  included  all  the  ’lands  owned  by  the  State 
or  held  in  trust  for  any  of  its  public  institutions. 

There  are  about  4,400,000  acres  of  unappropriated  public 
domain  belonging  to  the  State.  This  may  be  acquired  by  the 
provisions  of  the  law  relating  to  homestead  donations. 

Every  head  of  a family  without  a homestead  shall  be  entitled 
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to  receive  a donation  from  tlie  State  of  160  acres  of  vacant 
unappropriated  public  land,  and  every  single  man  of  the  age  of 
18  years  or  upwards  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  State 
80  acres  of  vacant  and  unappropriated  public  land.  The  applicant 
must  apply  to  the  surveyor  of  the  district  or  county  in  which  the 
land  is  situated,  in  writing,  designating  the  land  he  claims,  stating 
that  he  claims  the  same  for  himself  in  good  faith,  &c.,  that  he  is 
without  any  homestead  of  his  own,  that  he  has  actually  settled 
on  the  land,  &c.,  and  that  he  believes  the  same  to  be  vacant  and 
unappropriated  public  domain.  The  survey  to  be  made  within 
12  months  after  date  of  application.  When  the  terms  of  the  law 
have  been  complied  with,  and  proof  of  such  fact,  together  with 
the  proof  of  3 years’  continuous  occupancy,  is  filed  with  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  patent  will  be  issued  to  the  * 

claimant  or  his  assignee.  (Title  LXXIX,  Ch.  9,  Eevised  Statutes.) 

By  virtue  of  an  Act  passed  March  29,  1887,  and  amended  Appropriated 
April  5,  1889,  “ To  provide  for  the  sale  of  such  unappropriated 
public  lands,  situated  in  organised  counties  as  contain  not  more  than  640  acres 
than  640  acres,”  it  is  provided  that  any  person  desiring  to  purchase  in  organised 
any  of  such  unappropriated  lands  situated  in  any  of  the  organised  counties : 
counties  of  the  State  as  contain  not  more  than  640  acres,  appro- 
priated by  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  a portion  of  the 
unappropriated  public  land,  &c.,  approved  July  14,  1879,  may  do 
so  by  causing  the  same  to  be  surveyed  by  the  surveyor  of  the 
county  in  which  the  land  is  situated. 

The  person  desiring  to  purchase  shall  make  application  in 
writing,  describing  the  land  by  reference  to  surrounding  surveys. 

The  land  must  be  surveyed  within  3 months  from  date  of  applica- 
tion, and  within  60  days  after  said  survey  the  surveyor  shall 
certify,  record,  and  map  the  same  in  his  office,  and  within  said  60 
days  return  the  same  to  the  General  Land  Office,  together  with 
the  application.  Within  90  days  after  the  return  to  and  filing  in 
the  General  Land  Office  the  applicant  must  pay  into  the  State 
Treasury  the  purchase  money  at  the  rate  of  2 dol.  per  acre,  patent 
to  be  issued  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  when 
the  Treasurer’s  receipt  is  filed  in  his  office.  Failure  to  make  the 
payment  within  90  days  forfeits  the  right  to  purchase,  and  the 
applicant  cannot  afterwards  purchase  under  the  Act.  (Chapter  80, 

Acts  of  20th  Legislature,  pp.  61  and  62.) 

The  Act  of  April  1,  1887,  and  the  Act  emendatory  thereof  of  Common 
April  8,  1889,  provide  for  the  sale  of  all  lands  heretofore  or  here-  sck00b . 
after  surveyed  and  set  apart  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  free  an^asylifm 
schools,  the  university,  and  the  several  asylums,  amounting  in  lands/ 
all  to  about  30,000,000  acres. 

All  lands  under  this  head  must  be  classified  by  the  Commis-  Classification, 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  into  agricultural,  pasture^  and 
timber  lands,  and  valued  according  to  classification  before  being 
placed  on  the  market.  When  classified  and  valued  the  Land  Com- 
missioner is  required  to  notify  the  county  clerks  of  the  counties 
where  the  lands  are  situated  of  the  value  of  each  section  of  land 
offered  for  sale  in  their  respective  counties  and  counties  attached 
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for  judicial  purposes,  which  notification  said  clerk  must  keep  on 
record  for  public  inspection. 

Lands  classified  as  agricultural  are  sold  to  actual  settlers  only 
in  quantities  of  not  less  than  80  acres,  and  in  multiples  thereof 
not  more  than  640  acres,  provided  that  where  there  is  a fraction 
of  less  than  80  acres  of  any  section  left  such  fraction  may  he 
sold.  Where  two  quarter  sections  are  purchased  they  must  con- 
stitute a given  half  of  some  section.  Lands  classified  as  purely 
pasture  lands,  and  without  permanent  water  thereon,  may  he 
sold  in  quantities  not  to  exceed  four  sections  to  the  same  person. 
Parts  of  two  sections  cannot  he  purchased  without  taking  the 
whole  of  one  section.  No  sales  are  made  to  a corporation, 
foreign  or  domestic,  and  all  sales  to  a settler  are  made  on  express 
condition  that  any  sale,  transfer,  or  conveyance  of  such  land  to 
a corporation,  either  immediate  or  remote,  shall  ipso  facto 
terminate  the  title  of  the  purchaser  and  forfeit  the  land  to  the 
State.  No  watered  portion  of  any  section  shall  be  sold  unless 
there  is  permanent  water  on  or  bordering  on  the  part  of  section 
remaining  unsold. 

The  minimum  price  of  lands  sold  under  this  Act  is  2 dol.  per 
acre.  Lands  having  permanent  water  thereon,  or  bordering 
thereon,  are  sold  at  not  less  than  3 dol.  per  acre.  Timbered  lands 
are  sold  at  not  less  than  5 dol.  per  acre.  By  timbered  lands  is 
meant  lands  chiefly  valuable  for  the  timber  thereon.  The  timber 
on  such  lands  may  also  be  sold  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  for  5 dol.  per  acre  cash,  except 
where  land  is  sparsely  timbered,  then  for  not  less  than  2 dol.  per 
acre,  the  purchaser  to  have  five  years  from  the  date  of  purchase  to 
remove  the  timber  therefrom,  after  which,  if  not  removed,  it 
reverts  to  the  State  without  judicial  ascertainment. 

Agricultural  and  pasture  lands  are  sold  on  40  years’  time  at 
5 per  cent,  per  annum  interest.  One-fortieth  of  the  aggregate 
purchase  money  must  be  paid  in  advance,  and  an  obligation  dul)r 
executed,  binding  the  purchaser  to  pay  to  the  State  Treasurer,  on 
August  1 each  year  thereafter,  until  the  whole  is  paid,  one- 
fortieth  of  the  purchase-money  and  the  interest  on  the  whole  of 
the  unpaid  purchase-money.  Within  one  year  next  after  the 
expiration  of  three  years’  residence  on  the  land  the  purchaser 
must  make  proof  by  his  own  affidavit,  corroborated  by  the  affi- 
davits of  three  disinterested  and  credible  citizens  of  the  county, 
certified  to  by  some  officer  of  the  court,  that  he  has  resided  on  the 
land  three  years.  Upon  receipt  of  the  fortieth  payment  by  the 
treasurer,  and  the  affidavit  and  obligation  required  to  be  filed  with 
the  application  for  the  land,  the  sale  is  held  effective. 

All  purchasers  have  the  option  of  paying  in  full  after  they 
have  resided  on  their  land  three  consecutive  years,  proof  of  which 
must  be  furnished  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
Purchasers  may  sell  their  land  any  time  after  three  years,  the 
vendee  or  subsequent  vendees  to  become  subject  to  all  the  con- 
ditions of  sale  to  the  original  purchaser. 

If  the  interest  due  on  August  1 of  any  year  is  unpaid,  the 
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purchaser  shall  have  until  January  1 thereafter  to  pay  said 
interest,  and  for  said  default  shall  pay  50  per  cent,  penalty  of  said 
interest  past  due.  Failure  to  pay  said  past  due  interest  and 
penalty  on  or  before  the  said  January  1 any  year  works  a for- 
feiture of  the  land  without  the  necessity  of  re-entry  or  judicial 
ascertainment,  except  where  the  purchaser  dies,  in  which  event  his 
heirs  have  one  year  after  August  1 next  after  such  death  in  which 
to  make  payment. 

Timbered  lands  are  sold  for  cash. 

All  applications  for  the  purchase  of  land  must  be  forwarded  to  Applications 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  at  Austin,  accom- for  land) 
panied  by  an  affidavit  stating  in  effect  that  the  applicant  desires 
the  land  for  a home,  and  has  in  good  faith  settled  thereon  ; that  he 
is  not  acting  in  collusion  with  others  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
the  land  for  any  other  person  or  corporation,  and  that  no  other 
person  or  corporation  is  interested  in  the  purchase  save  himself. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  may,  at  his  discretion,  Leases, 
lease  any  of  the  public  lands  not  in  demand  for  actual  settlement, 
for  a period  of  not  over  five  years,  at  4 c.  per  acre  per  annum  in 
advance. 

Applications  to  lease  shall  be  made  in  writing  to  the  Com-  Applications 
missioner  of  the  Land  Office,  and  shall  specify  and  describe  the  to  lease* 
land  desired.  If  satisfied  that  it  is  not  detrimental  to  the  public 
interest,  the  Commissioner  may  execute  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
and  deliver  to  the  lessee,  a lease  for  the  time  agreed  upon  of  any 
land  applied  for. 

Grazing  lands  are  not  subject  to  sale  during  the  term  of  the  Conditions  of 
lease.  Lands  classified  as  agricultural  shall  be  leased  subject  to  lea9e- 
sale,  the  lessee  to  give  immediate  possession  when  such  lands  are 
sold,  and  allowed  a pro  rata  credit  upon  his  next  year’s  rent,  or 
the  money  refunded  to  him  by  the  treasurer,  as  he  may  elect ; 
provided  that  no  such  sale  shall  be  effected  of  a section  where  the 
lessee  has  placed  improvements  of  the  value  of  100  dol.  thereon; 
and  provided  further  that  no  actual  settler  purchasing  within  a 
leasehold  shall  be  permitted  to  turn  loose  therein  more  than  one 
head  of  cattle  or  horses  for  every  10  acres  of  land  purchased  by 
him  and  enclosed,  or  in  lieu  thereof  four  head  of  sheep  or  goats. 

Each  violation  of  this  proviso  subjects  the  violator  to  a fine  of 
1 dol.  for  each  head  of  stock  so  turned  loose,  and  each  30  days’ 
violation  constitutes  a separate  offence. 

Failure  to  pay  the  annual  rent  due  for  any  year  within  60  days 
after  the  same  shall  have  become  due  subjects  the  lessee  to  for- 
feiture at  the  discretion  of  the  Land  Commissioner.  The  State 
retains  a lien  upon  all  improvements  on  leased  lands  to  secure 
payment  of  rents, 

Leaseholds  are  exempt  from  taxation. 

It  is  unlawful  for  any  person  to  fence,  use,  occupy,  or  appro-  Unlawful  use. 
priate,  by  herding,  line-riding,  or  other  means,  any  portion  of  the 
public  lands ; and  the  Attorney-General  is  authorised  to  brine 
suit  for  the  recovery  of  such  land  and  damages  for  its  use  and 


Gateways. 


Issuance  of 
patents  : 
fees,  &c. 


Patent  fees. 


Location  of 
school  lands. 


County 
school  lands. 


Blank 

applications  to 
purchase  or 
lease  lands. 

Spanish,  land 
measurement. 


Origin  of 

agricultural 

college. 


14  UNITED  STATES. 

occupation,  and  such  suits  may  be  brought  in  the  district  court  of 
Travis  county. 

Fences  on  grazing  lands  must  not  be  constructed  for  more  than 
3 miles  lineal  measure,  running  in  the  same  general  direction, 
without  a gateway  in  the  same. 

Patents  to  lands  are  issued  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  when  the  receipt  of  the  State  Treasurer  (to  whom  all 
payments  are  made)  for  all  payments  due  on  the  land  is  presented 
at  the  Land  Office  and  the  patent  fees  thereon  paid. 

Patent  fees  are  as  follows  : — 


320  acres  of  land  or  less  . . . . . . 

Over  320  acres  and  up  to  640  acres  . . . . . . . . 

Over  640  acres  and  up  to  1,280  acres 
Over  1,280  acres  and  up  to  i of  a league  . . 

Over  £ of  a league  and  up  to  1 league  and  labor  . . . . . . 

1 league  and  labor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Each  set  of  field  notes  filed  for  less  than  1 league  and  labor  . . 
Each  set  of  field  notes  filed  for  more  than  1 league  and  labor  t . 


Amount. 


Dollars. 

5 

6 
10 

12*50 

15 

20 

1 

2 


The  number  of  acres  of  school  lands  located  in  each  county  is 
given  in  connection  with  the  statistics  of  the  counties,  and 
represents  the  amount  of  unsold  public  school  land  in  the  county 
on  September  1,  1892. 

Four  leagues  of  school  land  have  been  set  apart  for  each  county 
in  the  State,  to  be  used  for  educational  purposes.  Said  lands  are 
in  the  control  of  the  commissioners’  courts  of  the  several  counties 
to  whom  purchasers  should  apply.  Many  counties  have  already 
leased  or  sold  their  lands. 

Any  person  desiring  to  purchase  or  lease  public  lands  can 
procure  blank  applications  suitable  for  each  class  of  land  for  sale 
or  lease  by  applying  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  at  Austin. 

Divisions  of  land  in  this  State  are  made  according  to  Spanish 
land  measurement,  by  varas,  labors,  and  leagues,  and  distances  are 
given  in  linear  varas  : — 


1 vara 
1 acre 

1 labor  , « 

£ league 
1 league 

1 league  and  labor 


= 33^  inclies 

5,646  square  varas  = 4,840  square  yards 

1.000. 000  square  varas  = 177  acres 
8,333,333  square  varas  = 1,476  acres 

25.000. 000  square  varas  = 4,428  acres 

26.000. 000  square  varas  = 4,605  acres 


Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  of  Texas. 

This  institution  owes  its  foundation  and  endowment  to  an  Act 
of  the  United  States  Congress  approved  on  July  2,  1862,  and 
amended  July  23,  1865,  and  to  a joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  Texas  approved  November  1,  1866,  and  to  an  Act  of  the  same 
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body  April  17,  1871.  The  college  is  a branch  of  the  University 
of  Texas,  and  is  for  instruction  in  agriculture,  the  mechanical 
arts  and  natural  sciences  connected  therewith.  It  has  been  open 
for  students  since  October  4,  1876. 

The  college  is  situated  in  Brazos  county,  5 miles  south  of  Bryan,  Situation, 
and  95  miles  north-west  of  Houston.  The  government  of  the 
college  is  vested  in  a board  of  directors  consisting  of  five  members 
appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  who  hold  office  for  six 
years. 

In  November,  1866,  the  gift  was  made  by  Congress  of  180,000  Permanent 
acres  of  public  land  for  the  endowment  of  the  college.  This  land  fund‘ 
was  sold  for  174,000  dol.,  which  sum  was  invested  in  7 per  cent. 

State  bonds.  At  the  present  time  this  fund,  together  with  accu- 
mulated interest,  produces  an  annual  income  of  14,280  dol. 

The  county  of  Brazos  gave  the  college  its  present  grounds,  Grounds, 
consisting  of  2,416  acres  of  land. 

The  general  object  of  the  college  is  to  excite  and  foster  in  the  Objects  and 
community  a due  appreciation  of  the  value  of  those  pursuits, 
chiefly  agricultural,  by  which  the  material  advancement  of  the  1 
State  is  promoted. 

It  is  sought  to  turn  the  attention  of  young  men  to  occupations 
which  have  brought  wealth  and  power  to  other  parts  of  the  Union, 
and  which  are  beginning  to  attract  and  well  repay  the  services  of 
trained  young  men  in  Texas.  It  is  endeavoured  to  attain  this  end 
by  a thorough  course  in  mathematics  and  natural  science,  with 
continual  application  of  principles  to  practical  work  in  the  shops, 
fields,  gardens,  vineyards,  orchard,  pastures,  dairies,  &c.,  text  books 
being  relied  upon  as  little  as  possible. 

The  regular  courses  of  study  lead  to  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  Degrees, 
of  Scientific  Agriculture,  Bachelor  of  Mechanical  Engineering, 

Bachelor  of  Civil  Engineering,  and  Bachelor  of  Scientific  Horti- 
culture. There  are  special  short  courses  also  in  agriculture, 
horticulture,  dairying,  carpentry,  blacksmithing,  machinery, 
chemistry,  drawing,  and  surveying. 

In  1887  Congress  made  provision  for  establishing,  equipping,  Experiment 
and  supporting  agricultural  experiment  stations  in  the  several  pj^0^' 
States,  the  stations  to  be  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  organi,sa(ion> 
boards  of  directors  of  the  State  agricultural  and  mechanical 
colleges,  where  such  colleges  have  been  established. 

The  Act  of  Congress  appropriates  15,000  dol.  per  annum  from 
the  United  States  Treasury  to  each  State  to  equip  and  support  the 
stations.  Owing  to  some  technical  defect  in  the  Bill  as  passed, 
additional  legislation  was  required  to  make  the  fund  available.  By 
recent  enactment  the  appropriation  is  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
several  States,  and  the  stations  are  being  organised. 

The  purposes  for  which  the  Agricultuial  Experiment  Station  Object  of  the 
Bill  was  passed  are  clearly  set  forth  in  Section  2 of  the  Act,  which  s a ,1S' 
reads  as  follows  : — 

“ It  shall  be  the  object  and  duty  of  said  experiment  stations  to 
conduct  original  researches  or  verify  experiments  on  the  physiology 
of  plants  and  animals;  the  diseases  to  which  they  are  severally 
(1820)  b 
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subject,  with  the  remedies  for  the  same ; the  chemical  composition 
of  useful  plants  at  their  different  stages  of  growth  ; the  com- 
parative advantages  of  rotative  cropping  as  furnished  under  a 
varying  series  of  crops  ; the  capacity  of  new  plants  or  trees  for 
acclimation  ; the  analysis  of  soils  and  water ; the  chemical  com- 
position of  manures,  natural  or  artificial,  with  experiments  designed 
to  test  their  comparative  effect  on  crops  of  different  kinds ; the 
adaptation  and  value  of  grasses  and  forage  plants ; the  composition 
and  digestibility  of  the  different  kinds  of  food  for  domestic 
animals ; the  scientific  and  economic  questions  involved  in  the 
production  of  butter  and  cheese ; and  such  other  researches  or 
experiments  bearing  directly  on  the  agricultural  industry  of  the 
United  States  as  may  in  each  case  be  deemed  advisable.” 

The  Bill  further  provides  that  reports  of  the  progress  made  in 
experiments  shall  be  published  from  time  to  time,  one  copy  of 
which  shall  be  sent  to  each  newspaper  published  in  the  State 
where  such  station  is  located,  and  one  to  each  individual  actually 
engaged  in  farming  who  may  request  the  same,  as  far  as  the  means 
of  the  station  will  permit ; all  such  reports  to  be  carried  in  the 
mails  free. 

In  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Congress  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  of  Texas  have  estab- 
lislied  this  station  and  made  provision  for  its  work. 

The  station  is  situated  at  and  is  a department  of  the  college. 
Such  part  of  the  college  farm,  buildings,  and  other  equipments  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  for  experimental  work  is  assigned  to  it 
by  the  directors.  If  necessary,  further  equipment  is  provided  from 
the  experiment  station  fund.  All  work  is  carried  on  with  the  co- 
operation of  farmers  and  agricultural  associations,  who  are  con- 
sulted with  regard  to  the  working  of  the  station. 

Following  is  a list  of  the  most  important  investigations  so  far 
as  undertaken  by  the  stations  : — 

A study  of  the  disease  of  the  cotton  plant  known  as  “ blight  ” 
or  “ root  rot,”  and  experiments  to  find  a preventive  for  the  same  ; 
jointly  with  the  Missouri  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  a study 
of  the  cattle  disease  (Texas  fever)  to  determine  how  the  disease  is 
transmitted,  what  parts  of  the  State  are  free  from  it,  and  experi- 
ments in  disinfecting  to  prevent  cattle  from  spreading  the  disease 
when  Texas  cattle  are  shipped  north,  and  inoculating  cattle  to 
protect  from  the  disease  when  brought  into  the  State;  testing 
different  fertilisers ; growing  a variety  of  forage  plants,  including 
silage  crops ; fattening  cattle  on  different  rations  to  determine  the 
most  economical  method  of  feeding ; testing  a variety  of  food 
stuffs  for  the  production  of  butter;  testing  tile  drains  on  land  used 
for  growing  farm,  fruit,  and  vegetable  crops ; testing  a variety  of 
grasses,  fruits,  and  vegetables' ; operating  a creamery  for  investiga- 
tion in  dairy  work. 


Farmers'  Organisations. 

In  an  almost  purely  agricultural  State  like  Texas  the  farmers’ 
organised  associations  are  naturally  a powerful  influence,  and 
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merit  a few  words  of  notice  in  a report  like  the  present.  In 
Texas  there  are  two  prominent  associations,  the  Farmers’  Alliance 
and  the  State  Grange,  having  together  an  estimated  membership 
of  360,000  persons. 

Texas  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  given  birth  to  the  Farmers’ 
Farmers’  Alliance,  now  the  strongest  and  most  active  organisation  Alliance, 
of  the  kind  in  the  State.  It  is  alleged  that  no  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  farmers  has  ever  taken  such  deep  root  in  the  heart  of 
the  agricultural  classes,  and  spread,  not  only  throughout  the  State, 
but  throughout  the  whole  nation  with  such  rapid  strides  as  the 
Farmers’  Alliance.  The  phenomenal  growth  still  continues, 
acquisitions  of  numbers  to  old  alliances,  and  the  formation  of  new 
alliances  being  continually  reported.  State  alliances  have  sprung 
up  in  various  other  States,  and  a national  organisation  has  been 
formed. 

The  name  “ Farmers’  Alliance”  was  assumed  in  1875  by  an  History  of 
association  of  farmers  in  Lampasas  county,  Texas,  who  organised  the  Farmers’ 
themselves  into  a body  for  self  protection  against  persons  who  Alliance- 
drove  off  their  stock  and  otherwise  harassed  them  in  the  further 
settlement  of  the  country.  In  1878  it  had  spread  over  Lampasas 
and  adjoining  counties,  but  was  broken  up  through  becoming 
entangled  in  politics.  In  1879  the  Alliance  was,  however,  re- 
organised by  one  of  the  original  members  at  Poolville,  Parker 
County.  In  this  re-organisation  the  political  features  which  had 
destroyed  the  first  association  at  Lampasas  were  taken  out  ot  the 
declaration  of  principles,  and  the  order  placed  on  a more  non- 
political basis. 

The  following  is  the  declaration  of  principles : — 

1.  To  labour  for  the  education  of  the  agricultural  classes  in  Principles, 
the  science  of  economical  government,  in  a strictly  non-partisan 

spirit. 

2.  To  endorse  the  ni’otto,  “ In  things  essential  unity,  and  in  all 
things  charity.” 

3.  To  develop  a better  state,  mentally,  morally,  socially,  and 
financially. 

4.  To  create  a better  understanding  for  sustaining  civil  officers 
for  maintaining  law  and  order. 

5.  To  constantly  strive  to  secure  entire  harmony  and  good  will 
among  all  mankind  and  brotherly  love  among  ourselves. 

6.  To  suppress  personal,  local,  sectional  and  national  pre- 
judices ; all  unhealthful  rivalry  and  all  selfish  ambition. 

7.  The  brightest  jewels  which  it  garners  are  the  tears  of 
widows  and  orphans,  and  its  imperative  commands  are  to  visit  the 
homes  where  lacerated  hearts  are  bleeding,  to  assuage  the  suf- 
ferings of  a brother  or  a sister,  bury  the  dead,  care  for  the  widows, 
and  educate  the  orphans ; to  exercise  charity  towards  offenders ; 
to  construe  words  and  deeds  in  their  most  favourable  light,  grant- 
ing honesty  of  purpose  and  good  intentions  to  others,  and  to  pro- 
tect the  principles  of  the  Alliance  unto  death. 

The  membership  of  the  order  in  Texas  is  estimated  at  250,000.  Membership. 

The  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  or  State  Grange,  is  the  oldest  state  Grange. 

(1820)  b 2 
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1883-92. 


Value  of 
products, 
1838-92. 


Number  of 
farmers  and 
tenants. 


farmers’  organisation  of  wide  influence  in  the  State.  This  order 
has  been  the  means  of  accomplishing  great  good  for  the  farming 
population,  chiefly  by  keeping  in  constant  view  the  necessity  for 
a strict  observance  of  economical  principles  in  the  management  of 
the  farm,  avoiding  useless  and  extravagant  expenditure,  and  pro- 
ducing as  far  as  may  be  all  necessary  supplies  at  home.  The 
members  of  this  order,  therefore,  do  not  as  a rule  contribute  to 
the  outflow  of  money  from  the  State  for  the  purchase  of  farm 
supplies  that  can  be  produced  here,  and  are  not  in  debt  to  money 
lenders. 

There  are  between  10,000  and  15,000  active  members,  and  a 
non- affiliating  membership  of  nearly  100,000. 

Besides  these  two  large  farmers’  associations  in  Texas,  or 
rather  in  connection  with  them,  are  two  other  organisations  for 
the  purpose  of  buying  supplies  and  general  merchandise  for  the 
farmer,  (1)  The  Texas  Co-operative  Association  of  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry,  and  (2)  The  Texas  Farmers’  Alliance  Commercial 
Agency.  The  former  is  connected  with  the  Grange  movement 
and  has  a membership  of  9,000,  and  the  latter  with  the  Farmers’ 
Alliance. 


Agricultural  Products. 

The  total  acreage  under  cultivation  in  Texas  during  the  years 
from  1888-92  has  been  as  follows  : — 


SUMMABT. 


Year. 

Area. 

188S  . . 

Acres. 

8,236,592 

9,149,067 

1889  . . 

1890  . . 

8,161,921 

1891  . . 

9,085,466 

1892  . . 

• • 

9,217,936 

During  the  same  period,  the  total  value  of  the  agricultural 
production  in  the  State  was  estimated  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Value. 

Dollars. 

1888  

100,543,479 

1889  

110,628,878 

1890  

99,70  4,554 

1891 

127,024,205 

1892  

119,253,858 

The  estimated  number  of  farmers  in  1892  was  250,844,  and 
of  tenants  95,218. 
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Cotton,  as  is  well  known,  forms  the  great  bulk  of  the  agri-  Cotton, 
cultural  produce  of  Texas,  and  is  year  by  year  increasing  in 
importance.  Cotton  plantations  that  since  the  Civil  War  had 
remained  unworked,  owing  to  want  of  negro  labour,  are  again  being 
planted,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  crop  of  Texas,  already 
about  one-third  of  the  total  crop  in  the  United  States,  will  continue 
to  grow  larger  and  larger. 

Before  going  into  the  details  of  the  cotton  production  of  Brief  history 
Texas,  a short  history  of  cotton  growing  in  the  United  States  in  of 
general  will  no  doubt  prove  interesting.  The  following  facts  and  the  United  m 
figures  are  taken  from  a highly  interesting  article  published  some  States, 
little  time  ago  by  the  “ Manufacturers’  Record  ” : — 

“Just  100  years  ago,  the  total  cotton  crop  in  the  South  was 
20,000  bales,  but  by  1820  this  had  increased  to  400,000  bales. 

Under  this  rapid  gain  prices  gradually  declined  from  44  c.  per  lb. 
in  1801,  to  13J  c.  per  lb.  in  1839. 

“ With  prices  ranging  13  c.  to  44  c.,  and  averaging  for  40  year 3, 
from  1800-39,  a fraction  over  17  c.  per  lb.,  cotton  cultivation 
was  so  profitable  that  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  disposition  of  the 
people  of  the  South  to  concentrate  their  efforts  more  and  more 
on  cotton  cultivation  to  the  exclusion  of  industrial  interests. 

Beginning  with  1840  there  came  a period  of  extremely  low  prices, 
and  the  cotton  States  suffered  very  much  from  this  decline.  In 
that  year  the  average  New  York  prices  dropped  to  9 c.,  a decline  of 
4 c.  from  the  preceding  year,  and  this  was  followed  by  a continuous 
decline  until  1846,  when  the  average  was  5 '63  c.,  the  lowest  average 
price  ever  known  to  the  cotton  trade.  Even  in  1891-92,  when  an 
enormous  surplus  of  cotton  following  the  depression  that  succeeded 
the  Baring  failure  forced  prices  to  what  many  claimed  was  the  lowest 
on  record,  the  average  of  New  York  was  7*50  c.,  or  nearly  2 c. 
higher  than  in  1846.  Moreover  in  1846  the  seed  was  without 
value,  while  in  1891-92  the  sale  of  seed  added  almost  1 c.  per  lb. 
to  the  value  of  the  crop,  and  transportation  was  very  much  cheaper 
than  in  1846.  In  1847  the  crop  was  short  and  prices  advanced 
sharply,  only  to  drop  back  to  8 c.  and  then  to  7J  c.,  making  the 
average  for  the  decade,  from  1840-49,  the  lowest  ever  known  in 
the  cotton  trade.” 

After  giving  in  detail  the  statistics  of  production,  consumption, 
and  prices  for  each  year  since  1840,  the  “ Manufacturers’  Record  ” 
says : — 

“ A study  of  the  foregoing  figures  will  show  that  7 years  of 
successively  increasing  crops,  as  from  1885-86  to  1891-92,  was 
unprecendented  in  the  history  of  trade.  It  is  doubtful  if  any 
leading  crop  raised  can  show  such  an  unbroken  increase  for 
7 years.  Jumping  from  5,700,000  bales  in  1884-85  to  6,500,000 
bales  in  1885-86,  there  was  practically  no  halting,  as  the  variations 
in  2 years  were  too  small  to  be  noticeable,  to  9,035,000  bales  in 
1891-92,  a gain  of  3,300,000  bales,  or  nearly  60  per  cent,  advance 
in  7 years.  It  ought  not  to  have  been  expected  that  consumption 
could  keep  pace  with  such  an  increase.  Fortunately  there  came 
a break,  and  we  have  now  had  two  short  crops.  This  will  help  to 
reduce  the  enormous  stocks  that  have  overweighted  the  market 
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for  several  years.  With  surplus  stocks  worked  off  a fresh  start 
can  be  made,  and  if  next  year’s  crop  is  moderately  small  the  cotton 
trade  of  the  world  will  then  be  on  a sound  basis  for  higher  prices, 
because  consumption  will  then  have  overtaken  production. 

“ In  18  years  cotton  has  brought  into  the  South  over 
5,700,000,000  dol.,  a sum  so  vast  that  the  profits  out  of  it  ought 
to  have  been  enough  to  greatly  enrich  that  whole  section. 
Unfortunately,  however,  the  system  which  the  poverty  following 
the  war  developed,  of  raising  cotton  only  and  buying  provisions 
and  grain  in  the  west,  left  at  home  but  little  surplus  money  out  of 
the  cotton  crop.  The  west  and  north  drained  that  section  of  several 
hundred  million  dollars  every  year,  because  it  depended  upon 
them  for  all  of  its  manufactured  goods,  as  well  as  for  the  bulk  of 
its  foodstuffs.  Hence  of  the  enormous  amount  received  for  cotton 
very  little  remained  in  the  south.  The  increase  in  diversified 
farming,  the  raising  of  home  supplies,  the  development  of  trucking 
(i.e.,  vegetable  farming),  and  the  building  of  factories  are  all 
uniting  to  keep  at  home  the  money  which  formerly  went  north 
and  west.  Whether  the  cotton  raiser  himself  be  getting  the  full 
benefit  of  this  or  not,  the  south  at  large  is  necessarily  doing  so. 

“ The  figures  given  in  the  foregoing  tables  show  that  the  lowest 
average  yield  per  acre  for  the  17  years  under  review  was  145f  lbs. 
in  1881,  and  the  highest  209-|  lbs.  in  1891.  Had  the  yield  per 
acre  in  1891  been  as  low  as  in  1881,  the  crop  would  have  been 
less  than  6,700,000  bales  instead  of  9,035,000  bales. 

“ From  1840-49  the  average  price  in  New  York  was  8 c.  per  lb., 
a lower  average  for  9 years  than  any  single  year  since  has  shown 
except  1891-92. 

“ The  importance  of  cotton  in  our  foreign  trade  relations  can  be 
appreciated  from  the  simple  statement  that  since  1875  our  exports 
of  this  staple  have  been  valued  at  3,800,000,000  dol.,  while  the 
total  exports  of  wheat  and  flour  combined  for  the  same  period  have 
been  2,500,000,000  dol.,  showing  a difference  of  1,300,000,000  dol., 
or  over  50  per  cent,  in  favour  of  cotton.  Moreover,  during  the  same 
period  we  have  exported  about  200,000,000  dol.  of  manufactured 
goods,  making  the  full  value  really  4,000,000,000  dol.  Compared 
with  the  export  of  wheat,  flour,  and  corn  combined,  the  value  of 
which  since  1875  has  been  3,100,000,000  dol.,  there  is  a difference  in 
favour  of  cotton  of  900,000,000  dol.  Going  back  to  1820  it  is 
found  that  the  total  value  of  wheat  and  flour  exported  for  the  last 
74  years  is  3,913,000,000  dol.,  or  100,000,000  dol.  less  than  the 
value  of  the  cotton  exported  during  the  last  18  years.” 

During  the  last  6 years  the  total  number  of  acres  under  cotton 
in  Texas  has  been  as  follows: — • 


GALVESTON. 


21 


Year. 

Area. 

1887  .. 

Acres. 

3,259,972 

1888  

3,483,181 

1889  

3,755,934 

1890  

4,054,830 

1891 

4,520,310 

1892  

3,979,073 

1893  (estimated) 

5,000,000 

The  production  in  bales  has  been  as  follows  : — Cotton 

production. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Bales. 

1887  . . 

1,123,237 

1888  . . 

1,243,908 

1889  . . 

1,573,406 

1890  . . 

1,692, *830 

1891  .. 

2,026,774 

1892  . . 

1,818,333 

The  average  yield  per  acre  for  each  year  has  been  as  follows  : Average 
—1887,  '34  of  a bale  per  acre;  1888,  -38;  1889,  -41;  1890,  -41 ; yleR 
1891,  -4483 ; and  1892,  -47  of  a bale  per  acre. 

Thus,  though  there  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  acres 
under  cotton  of  541,237  acres,  and  178,441  bales  less  were  produced 
in  1892  than  in  1891,  yet  the  average  yield  of  bales  per  acre  was 
greater. 

A fact  worthy  of  note  is  that  Texas  has  the  largest  acreage  High  average 
under  cotton,  and  would,  under  equal  conditions  of  soil,  climate,  ^exas”1 
and  seasons,  fall  below  the  average  production  per  acre  of  other 
cotton  producing  States.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  case,  and  the 
high  average  production  per  acre  goes  far  to  prove  the  superiority 
of  the  soil  and  the  adaptability  of  the  climate  for  the  production 
of  cotton.  It  may  be,  moreover,  stated  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  as  a rule  no  manure  or  fertilisers  are  used  in  Texas, 
except  in  cases  of  experiments,  while  in  most  of  the  other  States 
commercial  fertilisers  enter  largely  into  the  expenses  of  the  cotton 
planter. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  figures  given  above  that  there  has  been  Constant 
(excepting  in  1892  when  the  falling-off  was  541,237  acres)  a ^reaT  111 
constant  and  steady  increase  in  the  acreage  devoted  to  cotton  acieage' 
growing.  This  has  been  partly  due  to  the  abandonment  of  wheat 
growing  in  portions  of  North  Texas,  and  partly  to  the  opening  of 
new  plantations  in  the  western  and  south-western  parts  of  the 
State. 

The  increase  of  cotton  acreage  up  to  1892  was  much  greater  Cause  of 
than  the  increase  of  population,  showing  conclusively  the  tendency  increase, 
fo  plant  cotton  to  the  exclusion  of  other  crops.  This  has  been 
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taken  to  show  that  the  average  farmer  thinks  he  knows  best  what 
is  suited  to  the  soil  and  climate  and  will  yield  the  best  return  for 
the  capital  and  labour  invested.  In  addition  to  this,  cotton  is  a 
sure  money  crop,  and  can  he  realised  on  at  any  time  even  in  the 
remoter  districts  of  the  State,  and  this  fact  is  another  great  induce- 
ment to  the  average  fanner  to  plant  cotton. 

Diversified  Strenuous  efforts,  however,  are  being  made  to  induce  the  farmers 

crops.  to  diversify  their  crops  to  a greater  degree,  so  as  to  prevent  over 

production  of  cotton  and  consequent  low  prices,  as  well  as  to  grow 
grain,  &c.,  for  home  consumption.  The  decrease  of  cotton  acreage 
in  1892  and  the  increase  of  acreage  in  Indian  corn  and  wheat 
would  appear  to  show  that  the  advice  of  the  leading  farmers  and 
agricultural  press  has  borne  fruit. 

Character  of  Texas  cotton  has  considerably  improved  in  grade  of  late  years. 
Texas  cotton.  Was  formerly  characterised  by  being  low  in  grade  and  coarse  in 
staple,  hut  owing  to  the  more  extended  cultivation  of  higher 
ground  the  grade  has  greatly  improved. 

Chief  cotton-  The  chief  cotton  producing  portion  of  the  State  is  situated  in 
producing  the  centre  round  about  the  town  of  Waco.  The  largest  crops  were 

T xas16S  m gathered  in  the  following  counties,  all  of  them  producing  over 

25,000  bales  of  cotton  in  1892  : — 


County. 

Quantity. 

Ellis  . . 

Bales. 

59,021 

Fayette 

a. 

54,831 

Hill  . . 

49,990 

Bell  . . 

. , 

4 1,900 

Collin  . . 

44,807 

McLennan 

40,529 

Fannin. . 

39,894 

Falls  .. 

38,274 

Coryell  . 

. . 

31,904 

Guadalupe 

31,520 

Grayson 

31,349 

Dallas  . . 

29,908 

Lamar . . 

, , 

29,734 

Lavaca. . 

27,765 

Limestone 

, , 

27,337 

Colorado 

. , 

26.418 

Bastrop 

.. 

26,122 

Milam  . . 

, , 

25,989 

Austin., 

• • 

25,510 

Co '.ton  blight.  Much  time  and  attention  is  being  devoted  to  the  discovery  of 

the  cause  of  cotton  blight,  or  rot  root,  which  damages  the  crop  and 
causes  considerable  loss  every  year,  but  so  far  no  satisfactory 
conclusions  have  been  reached  on  the  subject. 

Boll  worm  A more  important  question  even  yet  is  the  effort  to  discover 

a cheap  and  effective  destroyer  for  the  insect  commonly  called  the 
boll  worm.  The  value  of  a remedy  for  this  worm  will  be  seen  at 
a glance  from  the  following  estimate  of  the  losses  from  that  source 
for  1887-89 
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Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bales. 

Dollars. 

1887 

297,499 

11,897,960 

1888 

342,560 

13,359,840 

1889 

428,572 

17,578,632 

Loss  from 
boll  worm. 


The  boll  worm  is  stated  to  destroy  cotton  at  all  stages  of 
growth,  from  the  formation  of  the  square  and  appearance  of  the 
bloom,  to  the  boll  about  to  open.  It  is  equally  destructive  in  its 
effects  at  all  times. 

To  summarise  briefly : Cotton  is  the  leading  crop  and  is  grown 
generally  throughout  the  agricultural  portions  of  the  State.  The 
yield  of  the  crop  is  generally  good,  and  as  a rule  about  one-fourth 
and  sometimes  a greater  proportion  of  the  cotton  raised  in  t lie 
United  States  is  produced  in  Texas.  The  time  for  planting  cotton  Time  for 
over  the  State  varies  with  the  latitude,  and  depends  to  some  planting 
extent  on  the  severity  of  the  winter  and  spring  weather.  Cotton  cotton- 
planting  is  generally  under  good  headway  over  South-west  Texas 
and  the  Coast  District  by  March  28,  while  over  the  northern  por- 
tion of  the  State  the  greater  portion  of  the  crop  is  planted 
between  April  8 and  16.  The  seeds  after  being  planted,  with 
favourable  weather,  germinate  and  come  up  in  about  8 days,  and 
with  warm  weather  and  light  rains  the  plant  grows  off  rapidly. 

Cotton  commences  blooming  over  the  south-western  portion  of  the  commence- 
State  about  June  1,  while  blooming  takes  place  10  to  20  days  ment  of 
later  over  the  northern  portion  of  the  State.  On  an  average  blooming  and 
picking  commences  over  the  south  and  south-western  portion  of  of  pickmg' 
the  State  by  August  1,  while  over  the  northern  portion,  picking  is 
from  2 to  3 weeks  later.  There  are  three  crops  of  cotton  raised, 
bottom,  middle,  and  top  crops,  and  the  plant  continues  growing 
until  the  first  killing  frost,  which  occurs  generally  over  the 
northern  portion  of  the  State  about  the  last  of  October,  while  over 
the  southern  portion  this  does  not  occur  until  about  the  middle 
of  December,  and  picking  generally  extends  through  December 
and  sometimes  into  January. 

On  examining  the  effects  of  the  weather  on  the  production  of  Effect  of 
cotton  throughout  the  State,  it  is  observed  first  that  the  greatest  weatlier  on 
yield  per  acre  is  generally  in  years  when  the  precipitation  is  well  cotton  crop* 
distributed,  and  both  temperature  and  precipitation  vary  but 
slightly  from  the  normal  from  the  time  the  crop  is  planted  until 
the  bolls  are  well  matured,  and  followed  by  a deficiency  in  pre- 
cipitation from  the  time  picking  has  commenced  until  it  is  well 
advanced.  Dry  weather  during  the  cotton  picking  season  enables 
the  farmer  to  pick  the  crops  closer,  and  increases  the  yield  per 
acre  generally.  The  conditions  which  prevail  previous  to  the 
time  cotton  is  planted  have  some  effect  on  the  crop.  A marked 
deficiency  in  the  moisture  supply  in  the  ground,  unless  followed 
by  exceptionally  favourable  weather,  causes  a decrease  in  the 
yield.  The  greatest  damage  to  the  cotton  crop  has  resulted  from  Damage  by 

rain. 
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Increased 
cultivation. 
Date  of 
planting. 


Date  of 
gathering. 


Effects  of 
weather  on 
maize  crop. 


heavy  rains  in  April  and  May,  especially  in  the  latter  month, 
when  the  crop  has  been  badly  washed.  The  next  greatest  damage 
has  resulted  from  cool  weather  in  April  and  May,  followed  by  a 
drought  about  the  time  cotton  commences  blooming.  Cotton  is, 
also,  damaged  more  or  less  every  year  by  the  boll  worm  and  other 
insects  which  injure  the  crop  in  all  stages  of  its  growth,  from  the 
formation  of  the  square  and  appearance  of  the  bloom  until  the 
boll  is  ready  to  open,  but  the  damage  to  the  crop  from  these  is 
more  marked  in  wet  seasons. 

The  cultivation  of  maize  is  being  carried  on  more  extensively 
during  the  past  few’  years,  as  is  shown  by  the  acreage  in  cultiva- 
tion in  1892  and  1893,  which  is  about  500,000  acres  more  than 
that  planted  in  1890.  The  average  date  of  planting  varies  in  the 
different  sections  of  the  State ; over  the  southern  portion  it  is 
about  March  9,  while  over  the  northern  portion  planting  is  gene- 
rally under  good  headway  by  March  28.  The  plant  thrives  and 
grows  off  nicely  with  warm  weather  and  sufficient  precipitation. 
On  an  average  maize  commences  blooming  or  tasseling  over  the 
southern  portion  of  the  State  by  the  8th  of  May,  while  the  time 
of  blooming  is  from  2 to  3 weeks  later  over  the  northern 
portions.  The  average  date  on  which  gathering  commences 
ranges  from  August  12  over  the  Coast  District,  to  August  28  over 
north  Texas.  Some  of  the  crop  is  occasionally  left  standing  in 
the  fields  until  the  winter,  and  by  so  doing  the  grain  is  often 
damaged,  and  is  not  as  good  as  when  gathered  early  after  maturing. 

On  examining  the  effects  of  the  weather  on  the  production  of 
maize  for  different  years  it  was  found  that  the  greatest  damage  to 
the  crop  has  resulted  from  cold  weather  in  April  with  frost,  and 
heavy  rains  in  April  and  May.  It  is  found  that  cold  weather  in 
April  damages  the  crop  more  or  less  every  year  over  the  northern 
portion  of  the  State,  and  means  of  protecting  this  crop  from  these 
northers  in  April  will  be  studied  further  along.  Heavy  rains  in 
April  and  May  reduce  the  crop  generally  by  washing  it  up,  and 
drowning  the  plant  out  in  low  lands.  Dry  w’eather  during  the 
latter  part  of  May  and  in  June,  the  time  when  the  ear  is  forming, 
has  an  injurious  effect  on  the  crop.  It  is  also  observed  that  years 
with  good  rains  well  distributed  in  the  month  of  June  nearly 
always  ensures  a good  crop  of  maize  generally  throughout  the 
State.  It  has  been  learnt  from  practical  experience  that  no  matter 
how  favourable  a season  there  may  be  at  the  time  maize  is  planted 
and  while  it  is  growing  off,  that  a dry  spell  at  the  time  it  com- 
mences earing  reduces  the  yield  considerably ; and  conversely, 
that  years  comparatively  dry  at  the  time  of  planting  and  during 
early  growth,  but  with  sufficient  amount  of  precipitation  well 
distributed  from  the  time  maize  commences  blooming  or  tasseling 
until  the  ear  is  well  matured,  ensured  the  production  of  a good 
crop  generally. 

In  examining  the  effect  of  cold  weather  and  frost  in  April  on 
the  production  of  maize,  it  is  believed  that  the  crop  can  be  pro- 
tected, and  the  expenses  involved  would  be  more  than  returned 
by  the  increase  in  production.  As  a rule  the  temperature  only 
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falls  sufficiently  low  once  a year  after  the  crop  is  planted  to 
damage  the  crop  to  any  great  extent,  and  this  is  generally  foretold 
by  the  forecast  issued  by  the  United  States  Weather  Bureau  from 
12  to  36  hours  before  the  norther  reaches  the  State. 

The  acreage  under  Indian  corn  in  Texas  during  the  last  6 years  Maize 
has  been  as  follows  : — acreag 


Year. 

Ana. 

1887  

Acres. 

2,929,266 

1888  

3,224,104 

1889  

3,042,148 

1890  

2,906,493 

1891  

3,166,353 

1892  

3,424,444 

1893  (estimated) 

3,492,933 

The  following  was  the  crop  production  in  the  same  years : — Production  of 

maize. 


Year. 

Q uantity. 

Bushels. 

1887  . . 

55,775,745 

1888  . . 

76,607,312 

1889  . . 

67,629,851 

1890  . . 

41,812,904 

1891  . . 

63,135,004 

1892  . . 

77,727,202 

The  average  production  of  bushels  per  acre  in  these  6 years  Average 
has  been  20*37  bushels  per  acre,  the  highest  having  been  23*76  yield  per 
bushels  in  1888,  and  the  lowest  14*38  bushels  in  1890.  acre,l 

While  values  of  crops  are  difficult  to  estimate  correctly  there  Maize  crop, 
is  no  doubt  that  cotton  pays  better  than  Indian  corn.  From  Values  as 
figures  given  in  the  tables  annexed  to  this  report,  it  will  be  seen  Cotton 
that  the  average  value  per  acre  of  the  cotton  crop  from  1887-92  and  wheat, 
was  (including  cotton  seed)  16  dol.  22  c.  per  acre,  whilst  that  of 
Indian  corn  and  wheat  was  only  8 dol.  61  c.  and  7 dol.  96  c,  per 
acre  respectively. 

There  was  an  increase  of  258,091  acres  in  maize  in  1892  as  Increased 
compared  with  1891.  The  average  production  was  22*60  bushels  Pro.ductlon  of 
per  acre,  which  was  2*67  bushels  above  the  average  of  the  previous  maize* 
year,  and  within  1*60  bushels  of  the  average  of  the  maize-growing 
States  of  the  Union.  This  is  a good  showing  when  it  is  considered 
that  Texas  is  not  classed  among  maize-producing  States  as  a source 
whence  the  demand  for  Indian  corn  may  be  supplied. 

The  estimated  average  annual  consumption  of  maize  throughout  Surplus  over 
the  States  is  given  as  28  bushels  per  capita.  On  the  basis  of  this  home 
calculation  Texas  comes  out  as  follows : — consumption. 
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Maize- 

growing 

counties. 


Wheat  not 
cultivated 
very  ex- 
tensively. 

Winter  wheat 
the  only  kind. 
Date  of 
sowing. 


Date  of 
harvesting. 
Average  yield. 


Effects  of 
weather  on 
wheat  crop. 


Wheat 

acreage. 


Quantity. 


Bushels. 

Bushels  produced  . . . . . . . . 77, 727, 202 

,,  necessary  for  home  consumption  . . 42,594,644 


Surplus 


25,594,644 


The  chief  maize-growing  counties  in  Texas  are  Bell,  Collin, 
Cooke,  Coryell,  Dallas,  Denton,  Ellis,  Falls,  Fannin,  Fayette,  Gray- 
son, Hill,  Hunt,  Johnson,  Lamar,  McLennan,  Montague,  Navarro, 
Parker,  Tarrant,  Washington,  Williamson,  and  Wise,  all  of  which 
produced  over  1,000,000  bushels  of  maize  each  in  1892. 

Wheat  is  not  cultivated  very  extensively  over  the  State  on 
account  of  the  production  of  other  crops  which  pay  the  producer 
better  for  his  labour,  and  the  only  sections  where  wheat  is  grown 
is  over  the  Panhandle,  north  and  central  portions  of  the  State. 
Winter  wheat  is  the  only  kind  cultivated  in  these  sections,  and  the 
average  time  of  sowing  ranges  from  October  20  in  North  Texas 
and  the  Panhandle  to  October  24  over  Central  Texas.  Wheat  with 
favourable  weather  goes  off  well  and  generally  commences  heading 
about  May  5,  when  there  is  a fair  stand,  as  this  has  something 
to  do  with  the  heading  and  ripening  of  the  crop.  The  average  date 
of  harvesting  is  about  June  9.  The  average  yield  for  the  8 years  is 
10-9  bushels  per  acre,  which  is  a fair  yield  and  greater  than  any 
other  State  south  of  the  38th  parallel  of  latitude  east  of  the  Eocky 
Mountains. 

The  weather  as  a general  rule  is  very  favourable  for  the  crop. 
The  dry  weather,  which  occurs  occasionally  after  wheat  is  sown  in 
the  fall,  causes  the  plant  to  come  up  and  grow  off  poorly,  and 
thereby  injures  the  crop  to  some  extent,  as  it  keeps  it  from  spread- 
ing and  reduces  the  yield  generally.  A warm  spring  results  in 
wheat  growing  rapidly,  which  increases  the  probability  of  the  crop 
being  injured  by  cold  weather  late  in  the  spring,  although  wheat 
will  stand  a lower  temperature  than  the  other  products  under  con- 
sideration, yet  it  requires  an  average  temperature  of  about 
55  degrees  before  it  will  mature.  Heavy  rains  in  April  and  May 
injure  the  crop  to  some  extent,  especially  if  they  occur  about  the 
time  the  plant  is  heading.  The  crop  is  sometimes  slightly  damaged 
by  insects  in  April  and  May,  but,  as  a rule,  they  do  not  injure  the 
wheat  as  bad  as  they  do  in  some  States  farther  north.  It  is 
observed  that  years  with  temperature  and  precipitation  about 
normal,  with  the  precipitation  well  distributed,  ensures  a fair  crop 
generally. 

The  following  was  the  acreage  of  the  last  6 years : — 
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Year. 

Area. 

1887  

Acres. 

520,219 

1888  

386,120 

1889  

402,154 

359,440 

1890  

1891 

442,337 

1892  

570,798 

1893  (estimated)  . . 

559,382 

The  total  yearly  production  for  the  same  period  was  as  Wheat 
follows  : — production. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1887  

1888  

1889  

1890  

1891  

1892  

Bushels. 

5,174,454 

4,850,002 

5,117,534 

2,365,253 

6,978,385 

6,553,575 

The  average  number  of  bushels  per  acre 

was : — 

Year. 

Quantity. 

Bushels. 

In  1887  

9-94 

1888  

12-56 

1889  

13  -0 

1890  

6-58 

1891  

15  *34 

1892  

11*30 

Average  yield 
of  wheat. 


The  average  production  per  acre  in  1892  shows  a decrease  from  comparison  of 
1891,  being  1T30  bushels,  as  against  15-34  bushels,  and  there  was  I892andi89i. 
nlso  a decline  in  the  average  price,  from  75  c.  per  bushel  in  1891, 
to  55  c.  in  1892.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  tendency  all  over 
the  States  where  lower  prices  and  consequent  diminution  of  gross 
returns  in  wheat  per  acre  have  been  very  marked  during  the  last 
10  years. 

As  will  be  remarked  there  was  an  increase  of  acreage  in  1892 
over  1891  of  570,798  acres,  as  against  442,337  acres. 

There  has  been  a constant  decrease  of  wheat  planted  in  the  Decrease  of 
northern  part  of  Texas,  where  up  to  1891  the  bulk  of  the  wheat  wheat  in 
produced  in  the  State  was  grown.  This  decrease  has  been  off-set  North  Texas, 
by  the  opening  of  new  farms  in  the  Panhandle,  which  is  fast  increase  in 
becoming  the  granary  of  the  State.  The  soil  and  climate  there  are  Panhandle, 
admirably  adapted  to  wheat  culture,  and  it  is  hoped  that  eve  long, 
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UNITED  STATES. 


Deficiency  of  j 
home  wheat 
to  supply 
Texas. 


Chief  wheat- 
growing 
counties. 

Oat  crop. 


Dates  of 
sowing. 


Dates  of 
harvesting. 

Average 

yield. 


Effects  of 
weather  on 
oat  crop. 


Acreage  under 
oats. 


with  favourable  circumstances,  that  part  of  Texas  will  supply 
enough  wheat  for  home  consumption  and  also  for  exportation. 

The  amount  of  wheat  consumed  per  capita  throughout  the 
United  States  is  estimated  at  4§  bushels.  Under  this  calculation 
10,432,442  bushels  were  necessary  for  Texas  consumption  in  1892, 
whereas  only  6,553,575  bushels  were  produced,  leaving  3,878,867 
bushels  to  be  imported. 

The  chief  wheat-growing  counties  in  1892  were  Collin,  Cooke, 
Dallas,  Denton,  Grayson,  Greer,  Tarrant,  and  Wichita,  most  of 
them  in  the  district  round  Dallas  and  Fort  Worth. 

Oats  are  cultivated  successfully  throughout  the  State,  except 
along  the  immediate  coast,  where  other  crops  are  more  valuable. 

The  average  date  of  sowing  ranges  from  February  6 over 
South-West  Texas  to  February  18  over  North  Texas.  The  crop 
with  favourable  weather  grows  off  nicely  and  does  exceptionally 
well.  The  stalk  commences  heading  out  over  the  southern  portion 
of  the  State  about  May  8.  and  is  from  1 to  3 weeks  later 
in  heading  out  over  North  Texas.  The  date  of  harvesting 
ranges  from  June  9 over  South-West  Texas  to  June  19  over 
North  Texas.  The  average  yield  for  8 years  is  26*6  bushels  per 
acre,  which  is  an  exceptionally  good  production,  and  is  about  the 
average  yield  of  the  crop  for  the  United  States  since  1880.  This 
shows  that  Texas  is  by  no  means  behind  other  States  in  the  pro- 
duction of  this  valuable  cereal.  The  yield  in  some  sections  over 
the  eastern  and  central  portions  of  the  State  is  very  good,  and  by 
using  fertilisers  it  has  been  proved  that  the  yield  can  be  increased 
to  100  bushels  per  acre  with  favourable  seasons,  and  over  the 
north-west  portion  of  the  State  such  yields  are  not  exceptional. 

In  examining  the  effects  of  the  weather  on  the  cultivation  of 
oats  in  the  State,  it  is  observed  first  that  the  greatest  damage  to 
the  crop  has  resulted  from  heavy  rains  in  March,  April,  or  May, 
washing  the  plant  up  in  many  sections  and  thereby  diminishing 
the  yield.  Freezing  weather  in  April  over  the  northern  portions 
of  the  State  has  damaged  the  crop  in  a few  years  out  of  the  eight 
to  some  extent.  One  pleasing  feature  in  the  cultivation  of  this 
crop  is  that  it  is  rarely  injured  to  any  great  extent  by  insects,  and 
with  favourable  weather  a fair  yield  can  always  be  expected.  It 
is  also  noticed  that  the  yield  of  the  oats  depends,  to  a great  extent, 
on  the  amount  and  distribution  of  rainfall  during  the  latter  part  of 
April  and  in  May,  and  in  years  with  these  conditions  favourable  a 
large  yield  is  generally  harvested. 

Oats  form  the  third  crop  in  point  of  importance  in  Texas,  com- 
ing in  between  maize  and  wheat.  During  the  6 years  ending  with 
1892  the  acreage  has  been  as  follows  : — 
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Year. 

Area. 

1887 

Acres. 

561,021 

567,468 

1888 

, # 

1889 

, # 

547,849 

1890 

, # 

347,033 

1891 

473,709 

1892 

703,004 

1893  (estimated)  . . . . 

577,413 

The  total  annual  production  during  the  same  period  was  as  Annual 
follows  : — production. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Bushels. 

1887. . 

t # 

13,490,925 

1888.. 

17,845,666 

1889. . 

, # 

14,988,662 

1890. . 

, , 

6,683,074 

1891.. 

# , 

13,406,853 

1892. . 

•• 

24,595,169 

The  average  yield  per  acre  has  varied  from  19  25  bushels  in  Average 
1890  to  34’98  bushels  in  1892,  the  mean  being  27*56  bushels  during  Jield  Per  &cre* 

i oo^  no  Consumption 

188/ -92.  _ of  oats 

It  is  not  possible  to  determine  exactly  whether  the  supply  of  curtailed  by 
oats  exceeds  the  demand  in  Texas,  but  the  vast  amount  of  open  amount  of 
and  enclosed  pasture  land  in  the  State  curtails  considerably  the  fn  TexL* 1^ 
consumption. 

The  chief  counties  producing  oats  are  Bell,  Bosque,  Clay,  Cole-  Chief  counties 
man,  Collin,  Cooke,  Coryell,  Dallas,  Denton,  Ellis,  Erath,  Fannin,  producing 
Grayson,  Greer,  Hamilton,  Hill,  Hopkins,  Hunt,  Johnson,  Kauf-  oats* 
man,  Lamar,  Lampasas,  Limestone,  McLennan,  Montague,  Navarro, 

Parker,  Tarrant,  Williamson,  and  Wise,  all  of  which  grew  over 
250,000  bushels  each  in  1892. 

Bye  is  sown  chiefly  for.  pasturage  in  Texas,  there  being  little,  x.ittie  demand 
if  any,  demand  for  it  in  local  markets.  The  production  has  ranged  for  rye. 
from  87,051  bushels  to  43,371  bushels  in  the  last  6 years.  I n Annual 
1892  it  was  52,275  bushels  from  3,048  acres.  production. 

Like  rye,  barley  is  grown  chiefly  for  pasturage  in  Texas,  and  Earley  not 
the  crop  is  of  small  importance.  In  fact  it  is  not  what  might  be  important  as 
produced  under  different  conditions  if  necessary.  The  yield  repre-  a cr0P* 
sents  only  what  is  harvested  after  the  pasturing  season  is  past.  Annual 
There  were  5,350  acres  in  Texas  under  barley  in  1891,  and  9,527  production, 
acres  in  1892,  the  product  being  respectively  110,787  bushels  and 
78,672  bushels. 

The  acreage  under  millet  averages  nearly  50,000  acres.  During  Acreage 
the  years  from  1887  to  1892  the  production  has  been  as  follows annual^ millefc : 

production* 
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Hay. 


Sorghum  cane 
hay. 

Production  in 
1892. 


Average  crop. 

Cultivated 

hay. 

Average 
acreage  and 
production. 
Figures  for 
1892. 

Prairie  hay. 

Average  value 
of  yield  per 
acre. 


Yearly 

acreage. 


Sweet 

potatoes. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

1887.. 

75,435 

1888. . 

117,893 

1889. . 

109,395 

1890.. 

47,275 

1891.. 

52,853 

1892. . 

52,549 

The  highest  average  production  per  acre  was  1*79  tons  per  acre 
in  1889 ; the  lowest,  T38  tons  in  1892.  The  average  yield  per 
acre  in  dollars  during  the  last  6 years  is  about  12-20  dol.  It  is 
chiefly  grown  in  Bell.  Collin,  Coryell,  Greer,  Hill,  McLennan,  and 
Navarro  counties. 

Under  this  heading  may  be  included  sorghum  cane  cut  for  hay, 
cultivated  hay,  and  prairie  hay,  standing  in  value  per  acre  in  the 
order  named. 

Sorghum  cane  hay  is  the  most  profitable,  showing  the  highest 
yield  per  acre.  It  is  less  affected  by  drought  than  any  other  culti- 
vated product,  so  it  is  said,  and  in  favourable  seasons  two  crops 
can  be  grown.  There  were  in  1892,  47,013  acres  planted  with 
sorghum  cane  for  hay,  producing  125,882  tons,  an  average  of 
6-05  tons  per  acre.  The  value  was  estimated  at  16-22  dol.  per  acre. 
The  crop  lias  varied  greatly  during  the  past  6 years,  jumping  from 
10,529  tons  in  1887  to  197,456  tons  the  following  year. 

Cultivated  hay  comes  next  in  value.  During  the  period  from 
1888  to  1892  the  average  acreage  planted  has  been  about  30,000, 
yielding  on  an  average  73,000  tons  per  annum,  or  nearly  2J  tons  per 
acre.  The  acreage  in  1892  was  32,705,  production  100,259  tons, 
average  3 tons  per  acre,  value  on  the  average,  10 -50  dol.  per  acre. 

Prairie  hay,  although  largest  in  acreage,  is,  as  may  be  expected, 
least  in  value,  the  production  being  very  little  over  1 ton  per  acre 
planted,  and  the  average  value  per  acre  of  the  yield  being  during 
the  last  6 years,  6*56  dol.  There  is  of  course  much  more  acreage 
under  prairie  or  uncultivated  hay  than  under  all  the  other  kinds 
combined.  The  acreage  during  the  last  6 years  is  given  as 
follows : — 


Year. 

Area. 

Acres. 

1887 

136,046 

1888 

182,240 

1889 

141,169 

1890 

183,973 

1891 

179,163 

1892 

175,053 

This  is  a crop  of  considerable  importance,  the  demand  for  the 
pure  yellow  yam  having  never  been  full}7  supplied.  This  variety, 
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bile  not  so  prolific  as  others,  is  readily  sold,  and  bears  a high 
market  value.  During  the  6 years  from  1887  to  1892  the  average  Average 
acreage  under  sweet  potatoes  has  been  about  36,000  acres,  the  and 

average  yield  per  acre  being  over  132  bushels.  The  value  of  the  Value  of  crop, 
crop  has  been  high,  53*39  dol.  per  acre  on  the  average  from  1887  Figures  for 
to  18  92.  1892* 

There  was  an  increase  in  acreage  from  29,928  in  1891,  to 
38,567  in  1892,  and  a corresponding  increase  in  the  total  crop  of 
from  3,012,382  bushels  to  4,675,513  bushels.  The  average  yield 
per  acre  in  1892  showed  a decrease  however,  being  only 
121*23  bushels  per  acre,  as  against  181  bushels  in  1891,  but  owing 
to  better  prices  the  crop  was  more  remunerative. 

The  production  of  Irish  potatoes  for  the  general  market  in  Insh 
Texas  is  not  undertaken,  owing  to  the  inability  of  preserving  them  small°cropa 
for  any  length  of  time  in  this  climate.  The  local  markets  are 
supplied  with  them  when  the  crop  first  matures,  but  beyond  this 
their  cultivation  is  adjusted  to  the  demands  of  the  farm  growing 
them.  Texas  soil  is  well  adapted  to  the  production  of  Irish  yield 

potatoes,  the  average  yield  per  acre  being  94T0  bushels,  agPeracre* 
against  87*7  bushels  per  acre  in  the  United  States  generally. 

The  annual  acreage  under  Irish  potatoes  during  1887  to  1892  Average 
was  about  6,000  to  8,000  acres  only,  and  the  average  total  produc-  acreage 
tion  about  720,000  bushels. 

There  was  an  acreage  of  7,448  acres  in  1892,  producing  Figures  for 
575,039  bushels,  as  against  8,050  acres,  producing  650,075  bushels  1892* 
in  1891.  The  crop  is  usually  estimated  to  pay  about  65  dol.  per 
acre  on  the  average. 

One  of  the  most  promising  fields  for  development  in  Texas  is 
the  vast  area  of  alluvial  soil  in  the  middle,  eastern,  and  southern  SUgar-cane 
parts  of  the  State  adapted  to  the  growth  of  sugar-cane.  This  industry, 
territory  is  variously  estimated  in  size,  but  it  has  been  concluded 
from  accurate  information  that  there  is  not  less  than  1,000,000  acres 
in  South  Texas  alone  where  sugar  can  be  successfully  grown  every 
year,  and  on  the  river  bottoms  and  along  many  of  the  smaller 
streams  it  is  grown  successfully  as  high  as  the  thirty-third  parallel. 

Estimating  the  area  in  which  sugar-cane  can  be  profitably 
grown  at  only  500,000  acres,  and  valuing  the  product  at  100  dol. 
per  acre,  a fair  idea  of  the  possibilities  of  development  in  this 
industry  may  be  gained.  The  crop  would  thus  be  worth 
50,000,000  dol.,  and  sugar  is  as  staple  an  article  as  cotton,  and  less 
liable  to  fluctuation  in  price.  The  supply  in  the  United  States  is 
below  the  demand,  and  in  consequence  there  is  always  a market 
for  the  product. 

The  chief  difficulty  in  the  way  of  developing  the  sugar-cane  Difficulty  in 
industry  in  Texas  is  the  cost  of  the  plant  necessary,  which  oflndustr”4 
practically  limits  the  advantages  to  be  gained  to  men  of  wealth,  the  owing  to  cost 
machinery  costing  from  60,000  dol.  to  100,000  dol.  of  plant. 

Co-operation  has  been  suggested  as  a remedy  for  this,  also  the  Co-operation 
purchase  by  the  large  mill  owners  of  the  cane  grown  by  small  necessary* 
planters. 

Turning  to  the  statistics  of  the  sugar  and  sorghum  cane  crops,  Average 
(1820)  C reaSe* 
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it  will  be  found  that  the  average  acreage  under  sugar-cane  during 
the  years  from  1887  to  1892  has  been  about  14,300  acres,  and 
under  sorghum  cane  about  22,000  acres.  During  the  same  period 
the  crop  of  sugar-cane  has  produced  an  average  of  nearly 

54.000  barrels  of  syrup  annually,  while  that  of  sorghum  cane  has 
been  nearly  60,000  barrels. 

As  was  remarked  before,  the  sugar-cane  crop  is  a paying  one, 
the  average  return  per  acre  from  both  sugar  and  syrup  having 
been  during  the  period  1887-92  about  76  dol. 

In  1891  the  total  value  of  the  sugar  and  syrup  crops  of  both 
kinds  was  estimated  at  1,260,650  dol.,  and  the  value  per  acre 
88‘62  dol.  In  1892  the  corresponding  figures  show  1,357,254  dol. 
and  75  59  dol.  respectively. 

The  production  of  honey,  though  very  paying,  has  received  but 
little  attention  in  Texas.  In  1891,  183,928  stands  produced 
2,581,116  lbs.,  valued  at  262,303  dol.  In  1892,  152,716  stands 
produced  2,377,413  lbs.,  valued  at  250,263  dol. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Texas  Horticultural  Society  a good 
work  has  been  done  in  educating  people  in  this  important  branch 
of  agriculture.  It  has  been  fully  demonstrated  that  the  growing 
of  fruit,  vegetables,  and  flowers  will  pay  much  better  than  cotton 
or  any  of  the  leading  products  of  the  soil.  The  State  is  so  large, 
the  climate  so  varied,  that  localities  can  be  found  where  every 
kind  of  fruit  can  be  successfully  grown. 

The  total  acreage  in  orchards  in  Texas  was,  in  1891,  68,654, 
and  the  value  of  the  fruit  crop,  estimated  at  current  prices, 
1,706,195  dol.  In  1892  the  acreage  was  70,075,  an  increase  of 
1,421  acres  over  1891  ; the  value  of  the  crop,  however,  decreased  to 
1,612,381  dol. 

The  most  important  fruit  crop  in  Texas  is  the  peach  crop. 
From  1888  to  1892  the  average  acreage  in  peaches  has  been  about 

55.000  acres.  In  1892  it  was  53,848  acres,  an  increase  of  nearly 

2.000  acres  over  1891.  During  the  5 years  from  1888  to  1892  the 
value  of  the  peach  crop  averaged  about  1,200,000  dol.  yearly.  In 
1892  it  was  1,283,956  dol.  Texas  enters  the  western  markets  with 
peaches,  as  early  as  June.  They  can  be  sold  at  6 dol.  per  bushel, 
and-  this  State  has  the  almost  entire  monopoly  of  the  western  and 
north-western  peach  market  until  nearly  August. 

The  next  crop  in  importance  to  peaches  is  the  melon  crop. 
During  1888  to  1892  the  average  acreage  under  melons  was  about 

O O o 

12,500  acres,  and  the  average  value  of  the  crop,  464,000  dol.  The 
acreage  in  1892  was  15,067,  and  the  value  of  the  crop  427,525  dol. 

Apples  grow  all  over  North  Texas  in  great  variety  and  come  to 
perfection.  During  the  past  5 years  the  average  acreage  under 
apples  has  been  about  10,000  acres,  and  the  average  value  of  the 
crop  256,000  dol.  The  acreage  in  1892  was  9,882,  and  the  value 
of  the  crop  201,459  dol. 

The  European  varieties  of  grape  are  chiefly  grown  near  Rock- 
port,  and  can  be  successfully  cultivated  from  Port  Lavaca  to 
Brownsville.  They  are  ready  for  market  early  in  June,  and  fetch 
on  an  average  23  c.  per  lb.  They  yield  from  30  lbs.  to  100  lbs.  per 
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vine,  and  are  grown  without  any  expense  for  wires  or  training  in 
any  way.  The  American  variety  of  grape  flourishes  all  over  the 
State,  and  with  proper  attention  yields  over  100  dol.  per  acre. 

The  Coast  District  of  Texas  is  said  to  be  particularly  favourable  to 
American  grapes,  such  as  the  Delaware  and  Concord  varieties, 
especially  as  the  dreaded  black  rot  is  little  known. 

The  average  value  of  the  grape  crop  in  Texas  from  1888  to 
1882  was  about  140,000  dol. ; in  1892  it  was  153,901  dol. 

This  is  an  increasing  and  paying  crop.  The  acreage  has  risen  Pears, 
steadily  from  878  in  1888,  to  2,950  in  1892.  The  average  value  of 
the  crop  during  these  5 years  was  56,000  dol.  In  1892  it  was 
70,960  dol.  As  a specimen  of  what  can  be  done  there  may  be 
quoted  a pear  orchard  in  Galveston  county.  The  proprietor  last 
year  sold  9,127  bushels  off  13  acres  only ; he  paid  out  100  dol. 
nearly  per  acre  for  services  and  harvesting  expenses,  and  yet  the 
crop  netted  him  5,245  dol. 

Plums  are  grown  extensively  in  Texas  and  pay  well.  The  Plums, 
average  acreage  from  1888  to  1892  was  2,800  acres,  and  the  average 
yearly  value  of  the  crop  about  50,000  dol.  In  1892  the  acreage 
was  3,399,  and  the  value  of  the  crop  56,006  dol. 

During  the  5 years  from  1888  to  1892  the  average  acreage  in  Average 
gardens  all  over  the  State  was  about  33,000  acres.  In  1892  it  acreage, 
had  risen  to  48,211  acres,  an  increase  of  nearly  14,000  acres  over 
1891. 

During  the  same  5 years  the  average  annual  value  of  the  Average 
garden  crops  produced  was  about  2,500,000  dol.  In  1892  it  was  yearl.y  value 

2,562,048  dol.  of  crops. 

Texas  enters  the  markets  with  vegetables  as  early  as  Pebruary.  Early  Texas 

At  that  time  the  vegetables  of  the  Coast  Districts  are  ready,  and  vegetables, 
from  then  on  the  whole  State  produces  them.  Texas  is  probably 
30  days  to  60  days  earlier  than  other  States  in  the  vegetable 
markets  of  the  west  and  north-west ; while  other  States  are  forcing 
their  vegetables  in  green  houses,  here  they  are  growing  out  of  doors 
to  perfection. 

While  most  vegetables  and  garden  fruit  pay  well,  celery,  straw- 
berries, blackberries,  and  cabbages  are  especially  remunerative,  and 
can  all  be  made  profitable  industries. 

Celery  grows  in  Texas  wherever  tried,  and  comes  on  the  Celery, 
market  just  as  the  northern  celery  disappears. 

Strawberries  are  about  30  days  in  advance  of  all  competition.  Strawberries. 
The  sandy  land  of  East  Texas  is  particularly  well  adapted  to  their 
culture,  and  returns  for  some  years  have  shown  1,000  dol.  net  for 
every  3 acres  planted. 

The  blackberry  grows  over  even  a more  extensive  territory  Blackberries, 
than  the  strawberry,  and  has  been  found  by  some  more  pro- 
fitable. 

Cabbages  of  a fine  variety  chiefly  grow  on  the  coast,  yielding  Cabbages. 
400  head  to  the  acre ; they  are  planted  in  September,  and  come  to 
market  in  February. 
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As  is  generally  known,  the  sheep  and  cattle  ranching  industries 
of  Texas  are  immense.  The  vast  plains  of  the  State  afford  un- 
limited pasture  for  both  sheep  and  cattle,  the  chief  drawback  being 
want  of  water.  Of  late,  ranching  has  been  less  profitable  than 
formerly,  and  to-day  a well-stocked  sheep  or  cattle  ranch  can  be 
bought  for  very  much  less  than  a few  years  ago.  Notwithstanding 
this  depression  the  industry  is  a vast  one,  and  the  amount  of 
capital  invested  enormous. 

Texas  stands  at  the  head  of  the  States  of  the  Union  in  the 
number  of  her  live  stock.  There  are  more  sheep,  more  cattle,  more 
horses  and  mules  than  in  any  other  State  or  territory. 

The  total  number  of  sheep  in  Texas  in  1891  was  3,564,469, 
and  in  1892,3,366,257.  The  number  has  been  decreasing  for  some 
years  past,  and  the  amount  of  wool  clipped  has  diminished  in  pro- 
portion. In  1891,  2,978,459  sheep  were  sheared,  yielding 
15,499,979  lbs,  of  wool.  In  1892,  2,539,054  sheep  were  sheared, 
the  yield  being  13,626,629  lbs.  of  wool.  If  the  figures  for  1888 
were  glanced  at,  it  would  be  found  that  no  less  than  3,860,034 
sheep  were  sheared,  the  amount  of  wool  clipped  being  18,721,693  lbs. 
These  figures  show  the  great  decrease  at  present  in  the  sheep 
ranching  business. 

The  Texan  sheep  are  chiefly  the  Spanish  merino  variety  crossed 
with  Mexican.  Their  average  yield  per  head  is  about  5 lbs.  per 
annum.  They  generally  run  in  herds  of  about  1,500.  Cotswold, 
Southdown,  and  Leicester  sheep  have  from  time  to  time  been  im- 
ported to  try  the  effect  of  crossing  them  with  the  Texan  sheep,  but 
such  experiments  have  never  proved  successful,  as  the  imported 
sheep  do  not  stand  the  climate,  and  will  not  “ herd  ” as  it  is 
called. 

The  number  of  cattle  in  Texas,  though  still  greater  than  in  any 
other  State,  has  also  decreased  of  late  years.  In  1891  the  number 
was  6,856,338,  and  in  1892,  6,337,428. 

The  stock  is  chiefly  long  horned  Texas  cattle,  greatly  improved 
by  crossing  with  imported  Durham,  Jersey,  and  Holstein  bulls. 

Formerly  it  was  the  custom  to  allow  the  cattle  to  come  to 
maturity  here  and  then  ship  or  drive  them  for  sale  to  Chicago. 
Nowadays  they  are  taken  when  yearlings  to  the  Indian  Territory, 
Montana,  and  Wyoming,  as  it  has  been  found  that  they  gain  much 
more  weight  at  maturity  when  left  a year  or  two  in  the  colder 
climate  of  the  above-named  States. 

The  majority  of  the  horses  are  of  the  kind  known  as  “bronchos,” 
the  descendants  of  the  wild  horses  of  the  plains,  which  stock  is 
again  derived  from  those  brought  over  by  Cortez.  They  are  small, 
wiry,  not  much  in  appearance,  but  untiring  and  capable  of  cover- 
ing great  distances  at  their  ordinaiy  pace,  which  is  a hand  gallop 
or  canter. 

There  are  of  course  many  horses  of  other  breeds  in  Texas, 
especially  in  and  near  the  towns,  but  the  broncho  is  the  Texan  horse 
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“ par  excellence.”  In  1891  there  were  1,452,306  horses  and  mules 
in  the  State,  and  in  1892,  1,690,135,  a considerable  increase. 

The  mule  is  chiefly  used  for  draught  purposes  owing  to  his 
superior  height  and  strength. 

In  1892  there  were  12,972  donkeys,  268,390  goats,  and  Other  live 
1,155,284  hogs  in  the  State.  6tock- 
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Total  value,  in  dollars I 1,249,608  I 1,223,174  970,948  1 1,289,103  1 1,147,658  1,062,313 
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New  Series  of  Reports 


Reports  of  the  Animal  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page  : — 


No. 

1312.  Mozambique 

Price. 

..  Id. 

No. 

1372.  Rouen 

Price. 
• . 2id. 

1313.  Odessa  . . 

. . 

..  lid. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

, , 

id. 

1314.  Honduras  . . 

. * 

..  2id. 

1374.  Nantes 

# # 

lid. 

1315.  Batoum 

..  4d. 

1375.  Taganrog 

, # 

2id. 

1316.  Quilimane  . . 

..  Id. 

1376.  Ispahan 

, , 

4id. 

1317.  Copenhagen 

. . 

..  Id. 

1377.  Leghorn 

, # 

2d. 

1318.  Lima. . 

. . 

..  Id. 

1378.  Cagliari 

Id. 

1319.  New  York  . . 

# , 

..  Id. 

1379.  Boston 

Id. 

1320.  Baghdad  and  Bussorali 

..  Id. 

1380.  Palermo 

3d. 

1321.  Rio  de  Janeiro 

• » 

..  3d. 

1381.  New  York  .. 

2d. 

1322.  Reunion 

. , 

..  3id. 

1382.  Zanzibar 

# , 

2d. 

1323.  Berne 

..  Id. 

1383.  Naples 

lid. 

1324.  Kiukiang 

.,  id. 

1384.  Constantinople 

2d. 

1325.  Reshi 

• • 

..  3id. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres 

# # 

5id. 

1326.  Florence  . . 

• a 

..  Id. 

1386.  Caracas 

lid. 

1327.  Hakodate  . . 

..  Id. 

1387.  Yienna 

# , 

lid. 

1328.  Paris. . 

..  2d. 

1388.  Madeira 

, # 

id. 

1329.  Paramaribo . . 

. , 

..  lid. 

1389.  Panama 

lid. 

1330.  St.  Petersburg 

. . 

..  2id. 

1390.  New  Orleans 

2id. 

1331.  Patras 

..  lid. 

1391.  Manila 

2d. 

1332.  Calais 

. , 

..  2id. 

1392.  Foochow 

Id. 

1 333.  3jOc1iicI.(X  • • 

. . 

..  Id. 

1393.  Ningpo  .. 

Id. 

1334.  Bordeaux  » . 

..  2id. 

1394.  Chinkiang  . . 

1395.  Tamsui 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog  . . 

. , 

..  Id. 

# , 

Id. 

1336.  Galveston  .. 

. . 

..  8id. 

1396.  Chungking  . . 

lid. 

1337.  Riga.. 

..  2d. 

1397.  Philadelphia 

3id. 

1338.  Batavia 

,.  lid. 

1398.  Bilbao 

2id. 

1339.  Boston 

. . 

..  l^d. 

1399.  Dunkirk 

• » 

Id. 

1340.  Baltimore  . . 

, . lid. 

1400.  Amoy 

, , 

lid. 

1341.  Havre 

. . 

..  2id. 

1401.  Tainan 

# , 

Id. 

1342.  Yera  Cruz  . . 

. . 

..  Id. 

1402.  Ichang  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1343.  Saigon 

..  lid. 

1403.  Aleppo 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm  .. 

..  2d. 

1404.  Madrid  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz 

..  lid. 

1405.  Newchwang 

, , 

Id. 

1346.  Trebizond  . . 

. . Id. 

1406.  Wenchow  . . 

, # 

id. 

1347.  Algiers 

. . 

..  3d. 

1407.  Pakhoi 

lid. 

1348.  Amapala  . . 

. . id. 

1408.  Hankow 

, # 

Id. 

1349.  Cherbourg  . . 

..  Id. 

1409.  Amsterdam . . 

, , 

Id. 

1350.  Jerusalem  .. 

..  Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen 

id. 

1351.  Santiago 

. . 

..  Id. 

1411.  Damascus  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1352.  San  Jose 

..  Id. 

1412.  Chefoo  . . 

, , 

3d. 

1353.  Trieste 

..  3id. 

1413.  Swatow 

9 # 

Id. 

1354.  Madrid 

. . 

. . 2d. 

1414.  Mannheim  . . 

. , 

lid. 

1355.  Teneriffe  .. 

. . 

..  id. 

1415.  Fiume 

, # 

2d. 

1356.  Havana  . . 

. . 

..  2d. 

1416.  Athens  . . 

, , 

6d. 

1357.  Paraguay  .. 

. . 

. . 5d. 

1417.  Soul.. 

t • 

lid. 

1358.  Guayaquil  . . 

. . 

..  4id. 

1418.  Beyrout 

• , 

Id. 

1359.  Cadiz 

. . 

..  lid. 

1419.  Berlin 

, , 

lid. 

1360.  Marseilles  . . 

..  lid. 

1420.  Nice.. 

# # 

3d. 

1361.  Brest 

. . 

..  Id. 

1421.  Yokohama  .. 

, , 

lid. 

1362.  Syra . . 

1422.  Maracaibo  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1363.  Suakin 

..  Id. 

1423.  Tunis 

, . 

lid. 

1364.  Callao 

..  Id. 

1424.  Baghdah  and  Bussorali 

Id. 

1365.  Piraeus 

..  2d. 

1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

7d. 

1366.  Stettin 

..  2d. 

1426.  Erzeroum  . . 

# , 

Id. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

. , 

..  2id. 

1427.  Christiania  . . 

# , 

5id. 

1368.  Angora 

. . 

..  Id. 

1428.  Charleston  .. 

. . 

5id. 

1369.  Antwerp  . . 

. . 

2d. 

1429.  Meshed 

, , 

Id. 

1370.  Genoa 

. . 

..  3id. 

1430.  Copenhagen 

. . 

id. 

1371.  Batoum 

. . 

..  2d. 

1431.  Galveston  .. 

• • 

2id. 
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Consul-General  Dundas  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

My  Lord,  Hamburg , June  20,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  inclose  herewith  to  your  Lordship  a 
Report  upon  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Hamburg  and 
neighbouring  Ports  for  the  year  1892,  which  is  the  latest  year  for 
which  complete  data  are  available. 

This  Report,  the  preparation  of  which  has  been  a labour  of 
several  months,  is  prepared  from  material,  the  collection  of  which 
occupied  nearly  the  whole  course  of  last  year,  will  I think  be 
found  to  contain  much  matter  of  interest  and  to  indicate  faithfully 
the  actual  condition  and  development  of  German  trade.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  that  trade  presents  no  startling  features  and 
does  not  offer  any  new  and  undiscovered  markets.  It  is  rather  a 
record  of  steady  progress  at  home,  and  patient  but  persistent 
push  abroad.  But  a study  of  this  progress  will  I think  afford 
subject  for  reflection  to  those  interested. 

As  the  great  emporium  of  the  Empire  and  its  principal  artery, 
Hamburg  affords  the  surest  gauge  of  the  ebb  or  flow,  the 
prosperity  and  development  of  German  Trade  and  Commerce,, 
and  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  Report  are  more 
than  a record  of  fluctuating  prices. 

I may  add  that  hardly  any  material  is  to  hand  as  yet  for 
1893,  but  the  past  year  will  not,  I think,  be  found  to  differ  very 
materially  from  the  preceding  one. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  CIIAS.  S.  DUNDAS. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Hamburg  and  neighbouring 
Ports  for  the  Year  1892. 
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General  Review. 


In  reviewing  the  year  1892  in  relation  to  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  Hamburg  it  is  not  possible  to  approach  the  subject 
without  first  of  all  taking  into  consideration  the  terrible  visitation 
of  cholera,  which  within  three  months  not  only  claimed  between 
8,000  and  10,000  victims,  but  affected  as  severely  by  its  baneful 
effects  commerce  and  almost  every  kind  of  industry,  causing  for 
die  time  being,  and  leaving  behind  it  as  a mournful  legacy,  great 
distress  and  dislocation  of  trade.  And  I think  that  even  in  a 
report  of  this  description  I may  so  far  digress  as  to  bear  a sincere 
testimony  to  the  bearing  of  the  people  of  Hamburg. 

Though  there  was  sorrow  and  grave  anxiety  on  most  faces, 
there  was  not  the  least  symptom  of  craven  panic  or  hysterical 
excitement.  They  were  face  to  face  with  the  enemy,  an  invisible, 
swift,  unsparing,  deadly  foe,  but  there  was  the  manly  resolve  to 
.grapple  with  him,  and,  if  possible,  to  vanquish  him. 

But  it  was  not  only  by  the  immediate  effects  wrought  on  the 
spot  that  Hamburg  suffered  through  cholera,  but  the  damage  was 
more  far-reaching. 

The  damage  inflicted  on  trade  and  navigation  through  the 
quarantine  regulations,  too  often  utterly  useless,  which  were 
established  in  European  and  transatlantic  countries,  stopping  all 
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intercourse  with  vessels,  individuals,  and  merchandise  coming  from 
the  stricken  port,  surpassed  even  the  harm  done  locally.  These 
calamitous  influences  might  well  have  been  dispensed  with,  for 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year  1892  the  course  of  business  must 
he  described  as  sluggish,  and  it  was  only  at  the  beginning  of  the 
second  half  that  a revival  of  activity  was  apparent,  which  was 
extinguished  by  the  outbreak  of  the  epidemic.  Had  it  not  been 
for  this  a more  flourishing  report  on  the  state  of  trade  in  general 
for  the  year  would  have  been  the  result,  because  several  branches 
of  the  world’s  commerce  showed  undoubted  signs  of  improvement 
in  comparison  with  the  depressed  state  of  affairs  prevailing  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  The  poor  crops  of  1891  had  been  followed 
by  very  satisfactory  ones  in  1892  in  Germany. 

These,  however,  were,  as  regards  some  branches,  but  a doubtful 
boon,  for  growers  of  fruit  and  vegetable  were  heavy  losers  through 
the  epidemic,  the  fruit  in  many  places  being  left  to  fall  from  the 
trees  because  there  was  no  market  for  it.  The  advantages  to  com- 
merce from  a continuance  of  peace  throughout  Europe,  and  the 
settling-down  of  political  and  financial  troubles  which  had  caused 
disturbing  influences  in  some  countries,  were  in  a measure 
neutralised  by  others  of  an  unfavourable  character.  The  financial 
policy  of  the  United  States  and  the  crisis  in  Portugal,  the  bad 
crops,  and  the  cholera  in  Bussia,  and  commercial  questions  pending 
with  other  countries,  caused  uncertainty,  hampered  commercial 
transactions,  and  prevented  the  tide  of  prosperity  from  flowing 
freely. 

In  spite  of  these  influences  there  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  but 
that  if  there  had  been  no  cholera  epidemic,  trade  would  have  been 
more  brisk. 

It  was  only  in  the  closing  months  of  last  year,  when  the 
depression  and  many  hindrances  raised  by  the  cholera  were  dis- 
appearing, that  trade  had  an  opportunity  of  improving. 

On  the  whole,  owners  have  no  cause  to  congratulate  themselves. 
From  beginning  to  end  the  year  must  be  set  down  as  a bad  one. 
The  extraordinary  low  rates  of  freights  precluded  any  profits,, 
and  newly-established  lines  suffered  especially  from  this  cir- 
cumstance. 


Shipping, 

For  the  first  time  for  many  years  a decrease  in  shipping  has  to  Annexes  A 
oe  noted.  But  how  entirely  this  was  owing  to  cholera  is  shown  by  and  B 
the  facts  that  the  tonnage  had  increased  in  comparison  with  the 
corresponding  periods  in  1891  by  138,000  tons  up  to  the  end  of 
June;  in  July  a further  73,000  additional  tons;  and  in  August 
still  another  addition  of  1,000  register  tons.  But  in  the  course  of 
September  there  was  a falling-off  of  190,000  tons;  in  October 
109,000  tons ; and  in  November  32,000  tons  ; so  that  at  the  close 
of  the  year  a total  decrease,  although  not  a very  important  one,  of 
123,359  tons  had  to  be  recorded. 
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The  number  of  sea-going  vessels  which  entered  in  1892  was 
B,569,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  5,639,010  register  tons,  com- 
pared with  8,673  ships  and  5,762,369  register  tons  in  1891. 

Of  the  total  of  8,569  vessels  in  1892,  3,226,  with  a tonnage  of 
2,222,463  tons,  came  from  British  ports,  against  3,322  vessels 
and  2,337,887  tons  in  1891.  And  the  number  of  British  vessels 
alone  in  1892  was  3,172,  with  2,636,759  tons,  against  3,224  ships 
and  2,632,447  tons  in  1891.  By  far  the  largest  half  of  the  decrease 
in  1892  is  accounted  for  either  by  British  vessels  or  British  ports, 
and  if  this  inquiry  be  carried  further  it  will  be  found  that  the 
decrease  is  almost  entirely  in  the  coal  ships,  being  110,000  tons 
less  in  that  class  alone. 

The  foregoing  relates  to  the  port  of  Hamburg  alone,  but  the 
contiguous  port  of  Altona  can  hardly  be  left  out  of  account  in 
considering  the  trade  of  Hamburg,  because  many  vessels  dis- 
charging there  bring  goods  to  consignment  of  Hamburg  merchants. 
In  1892,  929  sea-going  vessels,  of  257,983  register  tons,  of  which 
246  were  steam  ships,  with  184,812  register  tons,  entered  the  port 
cf  Altona. 

In  Hamburg  Harbour  the  total  amount  of  shipping  which 
entered  and  cleared  with  cargoes  by  sea  in  1892  amounted  to 
900  ships  and  134,466  register  tons. 

The  total  amount  of  shipping  sea-going  in  the  three  ports  of 
Hamburg,  Altona,  and  Harburg,  the  three  being  so  close  together 
that  they  might  almost  be  regarded  as  one  port  (for  to  get  to 
Hamburg  a ship  must  pass  through  Altona,  and  through  both 
Altona  and  Hamburg  to  enter  Harburg),  was  in  1892  9,739  ships 
and  5,962,783  register  tons,  compared  with  9,913  ships  and 
6,150,637  tons  in  1891. 

The  most  important  part  by  far  of  the  shipping  traffic  of 
Hamburg  is  that  with  Great  Britain,  which  alone  amounts  to 
10  per  cent,  more  than  the  entire  shipping  of  the  sister  and  rival 
port  of  Bremen. 

Of  the  shipping  traffic  between  Hamburg  and  countries  outside 
of  Europe  the  most  important  is  that  with  South  and  Central 
America,  which  has  advanced  considerably.  That  with  Australia 
and  Africa  during  the  past  year  has  not  made  much  progress. 

In  the  last  five  years  the  fleet  of  Hamburg  steamship  lines  has 
been  doubled  and  been  organised  into  regular  lines,  having 
developed  and  extended  the  trade  to  an  extent  not  yet  fully 
realised  by  outsiders,  who  fondly  imagine  that  things  are  as  they 
were,  and  they  cannot  be  touched.  For  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
get  the  average  British  merchant  of  to-day  to  recognise  that  the 
German  is  crowding  on  all  sail,  and  effectually  too. 

The  performances  of  the  Hamburg- American  Packet  Company 
alone,  both  in  the  passenger  and  cargo  traffic,  stand  out  con- 
spicuously as  demonstrating  what  German  energy  and  perseverance 
and  excellent  management  have  accomplished  in  the  promotion  and 
extension  of  German  commerce  and  intercourse  in  a field  that  was 
considered  all  our  own. 

Notwithstanding  that  German  shipping  interests  have  not 
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been  able  to  get  along  altogether  without  the  subsidising  policy,  the 
shipping  trade  nevertheless  stands  upon  a more  independent  and 
robust  footing  than  the  mercantile  navies  of  France,  the  United 
States,  or  almost  any  other  country,  Great  Britain  alone  excepted. 
It,  of  all,  more  nearly  resembles  our  own,  which  may  be  characterised 
as  an  industry  dependent  upon  its  own  efforts,  its  own  resources,  and 
thereby  surmounting  unaided  all  difficulties. 

Germany  is  now — I believe  it  may  be  asserted  without  fear  of 
contradiction — second  only  to  Great  Britain  in  steam  navigation, 
possessing  980  steamships,  owned  by  45  companies  and  ship- 
owners. 

The  following,  and — with,  perhaps,  the  exception  of  the  North 
German  Lloyd — the  most  important,  belong  to  Hamburg  : — 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Hamburg  - American  racket 

Navigation  Company  . . 
Hamburg-South  American  Packet 

54 

165,000 

Navigation  Company  . . 

26 

54,250 

German  steamship  owners  .. 

16 

23,100 

37,800 

Kosmos  line 

15 

Woermann  line 

13 

16,500 

Hamburg- Pacific  steamship  line. . 

10 

12,000 

Sloman 

, # 

Australian  . . 

* *8 

17,257 

The  British  shipping,  if  we  put  aside  the  deterring  effects  of  British 
cholera,  has  still  held  its  own,  though  it  does  not  increase  much,  shipping, 
and  has  also  both  in  the  number  of  ships  and  tonnage  maintained 
its  percentage. 

That  it  does  not  increase  much  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 

Bather  the  wonder  is  that  with  the  great  increase  in  recent  years 
of  German  shipping,  our  own  has  not  fallen  more  conspicuously 
behind. 

In  1890  the  number  of  British  vessels  which  entered  were 
3,053;  in  1891,  3,224;  and  in  1892,  3,172.  Making  allowance 
for  the  unusual  epidemic  of  the  last  year,  it  is  evident  that  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  things  there  would  again  have  been  an 
increase. 

If  the  tonuage  is  taken  as  a test  the  results  will  be  found  to 
be  even  more  favourable  : — 


In  1890 
1891 


Year. 


Quantity. 

Tons. 


2,348,393 

2,632,447 
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River  and 

inland 

shipping 


Importation 

and 

exportation. 
Annexes  C,  i 
E,  F,  G,  H, 
and  I. 


A third  and  final  test  that  British  shipping  has  not  lost 
ground  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  number  of  vessels 
which  have  arrived  in  ballast  has  declined. 

The  prejudicial  influences  which  operated  adversely  against 
the  sea-going  traffic  acted  similarly  upon  the  river  craft,  and  un- 
fortunately too,  as  this  industry  is  one  which  is  greatly  impeded 
if  not  altogether  stopped  during  the  winter,  just  at  the  very  time 
of  year  when  it  is  most  active.  The  renewed  business  of  the 
closing  months  could  not  make  up  for  the  loss  of  the  most 
profitable  ones. 

That  the  traffic  inland  is  an  important  and  extensive  one  is 
manifest  when  it  is  mentioned  that  the  navigable  waterways  of 
Germany  extend  over  8,125  miles,  of  which  1,875  are  canals,  and 
the  tonnage  of  goods  carried  over  them  attains  to  an  almost  in- 
credible figure. 

By  means  of  the  chain  or  cable  steamers  the  barges,  capable 
of  carrying  hundreds  of  tons  of  goods,  disperse  the  sea-borne 
merchandise  to  the  utmost  limits  of  the  Empire  and  beyond. 

From  Hamburg  the  highways  for  this  traffic  are  the  Elbe,  the 
Saale,  the  Havel,  and  the  Oder.  The  total  figures  of  the  craft 
engaged  in  this  trade  amount  for  Hamburg  and  Altona  together  to 
12,618,  with  a tonnage  of  2,625,772  tons,  giving  employment  to 
48,149  souls,  and  the  quantity  of  goods  transported  amounted  to 
1,368,600  tons. 


Trade. 

During  the  first  half  of  1892  trade  may  be  described  rather  as 
sluggish  than  depressed.  It  wanted  life,  which  came  with  the 
) beginning  of  the  second  half,  to  be  unfortunately  checked  almost 
’ before  it  had  attained  any  vigour,  by  the  epidemic. 

The  figures  under  these  heads  show  that  in  spite  of  the  un- 
favourable conditions  it  had  to  contend  with  during  the  year  1892 
the  volume  of  importation  by  sea  exceeded  that  of  the  previous 
year,  from  which  it  may  be  argued  that  it  was  rising  out  of  the 
state  of  depression  which  had  existed  while  the  exportation  fell 
off,  which  is  easily  accounted  for  by  the  cholera  epidemic. 

The  importation,  however,  from  the  interior  showed  a not  incon- 
siderable decrease,  while  on  the  other  hand,  the  exportation  inland 
a noticeable  increase.  This  is  partly  to  be  explained  by  the  fact 
that  if  more  merchandise  entered  the  port  seawards,  naturally 
more  must  find  its  way  out  again  landwards.  And  partly, 
that  if  owing  to  any  restrictions  and  hindrances  caused  by 
quarantine  regulations  in  other  lands,  exportation  was  harassed, 
naturally  instead  of  a certain  quantity  being  re-exported  by  sea, 
the  surplus  finding  its  outlet  thus  checked  would  seek  a market 
in  or  through  the  interior. 

Again,  if  these  two  branches  of  commerce  are  considered 
according  to  the  values,  it  will  be  found  that  in  each  case,  both  by 
sea  and  the  interior,  there  was  a very  considerable  decrease, 
amounting  in  the  importation  to  as  much  as  7,773,300/.,  and  in 
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exportation  to  6,005,960/.  The  question  arises,  “ What  is  this 
decrease  in  value  owing  to  ?”  It  is  not  easy,  except  for  an  expert 
who  makes  the  subject  his  study,  to  explain.  It  may  be  owing 
to  many  causes,  harvests,  overstocking,  epidemics,  &c.,  hut  prob- 
ably the  most  reasonable  explanation  may  he  looked  for  in  the 
increased  production  of  the  world,  which  tends  to  bring  down  the 
value  of  any  article  of  which  there  is  abundance  and  to  spare. 

In  the  four  complete  years  1889,  1890, 1891, 1892,  since  Hamburg 
entered  the  Zollverein,  the  volume  and  value  of  the  importation 
has  risen  from  61*9  per  cent,  to  64*2  per  cent,  and  from  52  per 
per  cent,  to  57  per  cent,  respectively  of  the  whole.  In  1892  the 
value  of  the  exports  by  sea  decreased  by  14*8  per  cent,  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  while  the  volume  decreased  by  nearly  11 
per  cent. 

There  was  a marked  decrease  in  the  volume  and  value  of  both 
the  importation  and  exportation  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  1892 
compared  with  1891,  and  this  applied  equally  to  the  whole  of  the 
British  possessions,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed  tables. 

Whether  this  was  due  mostly  to  the  depressed  condition  of  trade 
generally  or  to  the  malign  influences  of  cholera  in  1892,  it  is  not 
easy  to  determine. 

Both  played  a part,  but  I am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  was- 
due  chiefly  to  the  latter,  because  in  the  year  immediately  pre- 
ceding, the  figures  had  been  steadily  ascending.  The  plain  fact 
that  the  falling  off  in  ships  was  solely  attributable  to  cholera  and 
not  to  trade,  leaves  little  room  for  doubt  as  to  which  was  the  more 
paralysing  in  its  effects.  Looking  at  all  other  countries,  however, 
it  is  very  evident  that,  all  things  considered,  Great  Britain  has 
fully  maintained  her  position,  and  the  only  foreign  competitor 
which  made  any  considerable  advance  in  1892  is  North  America, 
which  increased  her  importation  by  353,920  tons  compared  with 
1891,  which  year,  however,  was  also  below  1890  by  about  68,759 
tons,  although  the  value  in  this  last  mentioned  year  was  consider- 
ably below  that  of  1891. 

Taking  the  importation  under  the  five  classified  heads  of 
articles  of  consumption,  building  material  and  fuel,  raw  material 
and  half  fabricated  articles,  textiles  and  industry  and  art  produc- 
tions there  was  a remarkable  increase,  not  less  than  7,920,964 
cwts.  and  1,220,542 /.  in  the  first  named  only  when  compared  with 
1891,  but  in  the  other  four  classes  a correspondingly  large  decrease, 
amounting  altogether  to  6,662,877  cwts.  and  2,799,870/.  The 
difference  here  in  values  may  seem  disproportionate,  but  it  is 
accounted  for  in  the  raw  stuffs  and  semi-manufactured  class  of 
articles,  the  value  of  which  alone  is  far  in  excess  of  the  articles  of 
consumption,  while  the  other  three  classes  all  rank  higher  in  value 
than  the  first  named. 

An  analysis  of  the  statistical  tables  shows  that  the  increase  in 
the  importation  of  articles  of  consumption  lay  for  the  most  part  British 
in  grain,  chiefly  wheat  and  maize.  importation 

The  importation  from  Great  Britain  amounted  to  42,375,830  and 
cwts.  valued  at  18,313,529/.,  about  two-fifths  of  the  whole  impor-  ^nnexes^F 
tation  compared  with  47,519,061  cwts.  and  19,225,434/.  in  1891.  anTa^ 
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Although  the  volume  has  not  materially  altered  in  the  5 years 
from  1888  to  1892,  the  value  has  decreased  considerably  by  up- 
wards of  2,000,000/. 

In  the  same  period  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  goods  ex- 
ported to  Great  Britain  was  15,627,389  cwts.  and  18,234,900/., 
against  15,984,236  cwts.  and  19,039,100/. 

In  most  articles  there  was  really  a decided  increase  over  the 
previous  year,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  considerable  falling-off 
in  the  quantities  of  sugar  and  potatoes  shipped  to  Great  Britain 
in  1892,  the  slight  decrease  apparent  would  have  been  reversed. 

Taking  the  unfavourable  character  of  the  year  into  considera- 
tion this  result  must  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

Of  British  possessions,  such  as  British  North  America,  Malta, 
Singapore,  East  Indies,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  trade  showed 
a decidedly  upward  tendency. 


Principal  Articles  of  Importation. 

The  importation  has  shown  a steady  development,  demonstrat- 
ing that  Hamburg  has  attained  a prominent  position  in  the 
European  coffee  market.  The  importation  amounts  to  2,638,034 
cwts.,  Brazil  and  Guatemala  being  by  far  the  principal  contributors. 
British  East  India  and  Singapore  showed  also  very  large  increases, 
amounting  for  the  former  to  nearly  five  times  and  for  the  latter 
nearly  double  the  quantity  received  in  1891.  Some  787,922  cwts. 
were  exported,  the  bulk  going  to  Sweden,  Norway,  Denmark, 
Trieste,  Russian  Baltic  ports,  and  Bremen. 

The  importation  of  this  article  also  was  satisfactory,  larger 
quantities  of  Indian  and  Ceylon  were  imported  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  export  was  comparatively  trifling. 

The  coal  trade  was  very  quiet  during  the  first  9 months  of  the 
year.  After  the  disappearance  of  the  cholera  great  activity  set  in ; 
so  much  so  that  the  month  of  November  shows  the  highest 
figures  ever  reached  in  the  importation  of  this  article.  The  pro- 
portion of  German  to  British  coal  was  about  the  same  as  in 
previous  years. 

The  Westphalian  coal  market  was  in  a very  depressed  condition 
throughout  the  year,  and  colliery  owners  sustained  actual  losses, 
with  the  result  that  for  the  purpose  of  remedying  such  a state  of 
affairs  a coal  syndicate  was  formed  in  order  to  control  prices  and 
production.  Both  of  British  and  Westphalian  the  importation 
was  considerably  reduced,  that  of  the  former  amounting  to 
1,657,621  tons  against  1,862,767  tons  in  1891  ; and  the  latter  to 
903,185  tons  against  833,750  tons. 

The  trade  was  hampered  by  the  struggle  between  German 
manufacturers  and  American  buyers,  which  drove  the  latter  to 
seek  supplies  in  colonial  production  and  so  causing  the  accumula- 
tion of  large  stocks.  This  naturally  resulted  in  heavy  shipments 
to  the  United  States  with  but  little  profit  to  the  Hamburg  market. 
Transactions  in  refined  qualities  showed  an  increase,  to  which  the 
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erection  of  a new  sugar  refinery  at  Scliulau  largely  contributed. 
The  export  to  northern  countries  was  greatly  crippled  by  the 
cholera  epidemic,  so  much  so  that  orders  which  had  already  been 
given  were  withdrawn,  and  goods  which  had  been  despatched 
were  refused  at  the  place  of  destination,  thus  becoming  unsaleable 
and  causing  a total  loss.  On  the  other  hand  the  export  to  Trans- 
atlantic places  was  very  satisfactory. 

Large  sales  were  effected  in  Chile,  and  considerable  orders  were 
executed  for  the  Argentine  and  Brazilian  Bepublics ; but  to 
Eastern  Asia  the  trade  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  depreciation 
in  the  price  of  silver.  A few  words  here  in  regard  to  the  growth 
and  manufacture  of  this  article  may  not  be  uninteresting. 

German  sugar  is  manufactured  entirely  from  beet-root  which 
is  cultivated  by  farmers  who  have  an  interest  in  the  sugar  factories. 
The  average  yield  of  sugar  in  the  beet  is  from  14  to  15  per  cent., 
and  in  order  to  secure  a good  yield  the  roots  destined  for  culture 
are  selected  solely  with  regard  to  the  percentage  of  their  yield  of 
sugar.  Therefore  the  excellence  of  the  root  in  regard  to  yield  and 
the  production  of  the  seed  is  a matter  of  the  first  importance.  The 
plant  most  in  demand  is  the  little  Wanzleben. 

The  factories  consume  200  tons  to  1,000  tons  of  beet-root  daily, 
according  to  size  or  working  capabilities. 

The  process  is  as  follows : — The  roots  cut  into  strips  are 
edulcorated  with  warm  water,  and  the  juice  thus  obtained  is 
clarified  by  means  of  lime.  The  residue  left  is  then  subjected  to  a 
process  by  which  all  moisture  is  extracted  by  means  of  presses  and 
utilised  as  provender,  which  has  been  found  very  serviceable. 
A second  and  third  purification  with  carbonic  and  sulphurous  acid 
follow ; and  the  syrup  and  crystallisation  operations  by  evapora- 
tion and  boiling  give  the  final  production  of  the  manufactured 
article  which  is  separated  by  centrifugal  machinery  from  the  syrup. 
The  deposit  left  from  this  process  is  the  molasses  which  is  so  much 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  spirit.  The  number  of  factories  in 
Germany  in  1891  was  406  equipped  with  4,717  steam  engines  of 
68,691  horse  power,  using  up  10,623,319  tons  of  beets,  and  yield- 
ing 24,273,784  cwts.  of  sugar,  and  4,815,922  cwts.  of  molasses. 

The  following  figures  give  the  quantity  exported : — 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Raw  sugar 
Crystallised  sugar 
Refined  „ 

Cwts. 

7,097,584 

2,372,106 

3,025,012 

£ 

5,232,067 

2,034,994 

2,734,083 

Cwts. 

8.732,530 

3,040,276 

3,183,502 

£ 

6,321,936 

2,851,274 

2,905,645 

10 


GERMANY. 


Spirits. 


of  which  Great  Britain  absorbed  in — 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Raw  sugar 
Crystallised  sugar 
Refined  „ 

Cwts. 

4,254,186 

2,235,944 

2,430,346 

£ 

3,119,876 

1,919,340 

2,157,232 

Cwts. 
3,041,630 
2,658,8  56 
2,660,850 

£ 

2,210,322 

2,511,566 

2,413,476 

By  spirit  must  be  understood  the  pure  production  of  alcohol 
obtained  from  potatoes,  not  what  we  understand  by  spirits  as 
meaning  brandy,  rum,  &c.  A great  check  was  given  to  the 

refineries  by  the  prohibitive  measure  of  the  duties  in  Spain. 

German  spirit  is  a purely  agricultural  product  obtained  by 
distilling  from  potatoes  by  the  cultivators.  This  fact  makes 
its  influence  felt  in  the  matter  of  taxation.  Certain  advantages 
are  accorded  the  distilleries  in  proportion  to  their  agricultural 
operations,  but  the  smaller  ones  enjoy  considerable  advantages. 
As  in  the  case  of  sugar  great  attention  is  paid  to  the 
cultivation  of  potatoes  producing  a very  high  percentage  of 
starch.  This  industry  is  prosecuted  under  chemical  and  highly 
scientific  methods,  and  to  the  perfect  system  of  fermentation 
which  has  been  attained  this  industry  owes  its  prosperity.  The 
“ mash,”  which  is  the  residue  after  being  subjected  to  distillation,, 
still  yields  a profit,  as  it  forms  a valuable  fodder  for  cattle. 

The  total  production  of  spirit  was  in 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Gallons. 

1892 

3,542,110 

1891 

6,6  41,250 

The  principal  consumers  were  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  Great 
Britain,  Spain,  and  Japan  in  the  following  quantities : — 


Country. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

West  Coast  of  Africa  . . 
Great  Britain  . . 

Spain  . . 

Japan  .. 

Gallons. 

676,874 

504,702 

482,636 

463,342 

£ 

43,920 

45,528 

52,476 

59,741 

Gallons. 

615,472 

442,926 

3,587,320 

389,400 

£ 

44,916 

46,213 

372,530 

40,681 
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From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  to  bow  great  an  extent 
the  new  prohibitive  duties  in  Spain  affected  the  export  to  that 
country.  And  further,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  bow  large  a 
proportion  potato  cultivation  bears  towards  the  whole  agricultural 
industry  of  Germany,  when  it  is  mentioned  that,  in  addition  to  the 
enormous  quantity  which  must  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
quantity  of  spirit  produced  and  in  supplying  the  needs  of  the 
population,  some  163,704  cwts.  w^ere  exported  to  Great  Britain  in 
1891. 

The  bulk  of  this  article  is  supplied  from  British  East  Indies  Rice, 
and  Singapore. 

Business  on  the  whole  was  bad  throughout  the  year.  The 
prices  realised  for  sales  left  little  or  no  profit  on  the  purchase 
prices,  and  the  heavy  importation — Saigon  alone  exported  165,000 
tons — kept  down  any  attempt  at  bolstering  up  high  prices.  And 
when  the  epidemic  broke  out  trade  stopped  altogether. 

The  quality  of  Burmese  rice  is  said  to  have  been  rather  poor ; 
and  that  from  Java,  which  at  first  was  considered  satisfactory, 
afterwards  turned  out  badly.  The  shipments  from  Calcutta  were 
of  satisfactory  qualit}r. 

The  principal  sources  from  which  Hamburg  draws  her  supplies 
are  first  and  chief  of  all  the  British  East  Indies,  after  which  come 
Bremen,  French  East  Indies,  and  Japan. 

Singapore  contributed  a not  insignificant  portion  considering 
that  not  a grain  arrived  from  there  in  1891. 

The  total  quantity  imported  amounted  to  2,774,245  cwts., 
valued  at  2,180,122/.,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  principal 
countries  whence  imported : — 


Country. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

British  East  Indies  .. 

1,456,632 

570,090 

1,312,000 

515,027 

Bremen.. 

667,475 

344,691 

662,324 

310,464 

French  East  Indies 

306,150 

100,737 

Japan  .. 

248,656 

134,778 

605,336 

277,202 

Singapore 

35,090 

13,332 

•• 

•• 

In  this  article  Singapore  and  British  East  India  exhibited  a Tobacco, 
remarkable  advance,  for  whereas  in  1891  no  importation  of  tobacco 
arrived  from  either,  in  1892,  6,024  cwts.  of  the  value  of  12,309/. 
was  received  from  the  former,  and  3,672  cwts.  valued  at  14,460/. 
from  the  latter.  In  comparison  with  Brazil,  North  America, 
exclusive  of  Canada,  St.  Domingo,  the  Netherlands,  the  importa- 
tion from  all  other  countries  is  insignificant. 

A very  considerable  amount  comes  in  through  Bremen. 

The  disturbing  apprehensions  regarding  projected  additions  to 
the  duties  exercised  an  unfavourable  influence  upon  trade  generally, 
keeping  it  in  an  uncertain  and  hampered  condition. 

Both  the  importation  and  exportation  were  very  far  below  that 
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of  1891,  and  notwithstanding  that  a considerable  quantity  of 
tobacco  enters  Hamburg  by  way  of  Bremen,  an  exceedingly  large 
quantity,  fully  two-thirds  of  the  whole  exportation  of  raw  tobacco 
from  Hamburg  finds  its  way  to  Bremen.  Of  cigars,  Australia  and 
Norway  are  by  far  the  largest  consumers,  taking  between  them 
nearly  one-third  of  the  whole  exportation,  after  which  the  Cape, 
Great  Britain,  Chile,  and  Portugal  come  in  order  of  rotation  in 
nearly  equal  quantities. 

The  following  are  the  total  figures  of  the  exportation  in : — 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quanti  ty. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Raw  tobacco 
Cigars 

Cwts.  .. 
j Number 

261,822 

44,126,000 

£ 

727,893 

122,281 

402,562 

48,372,000 

£ 

1,014,024 

134,926 

It  is  curious  to  note  that  the  average  price  of  the  raw  tobacco 
was  about  6d  per  lb.,  and  the  cigars  d . each. 

The  importation  from  British  East  India,  Great  Britain,  and 
British  possessions,  although  not  quite  up  to  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  nevertheless  exceeded  the  half  of  the  whole  importation. 

The  following  comparative  table  shows  the  import  from  the 
principal  countries : — 


1892. 

1891. 

Country. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

British  East  Indies 

824,524 

1,483,970 

884,380 

2,003,178 

Great  Britain  . . . . ! 

252,516 

452,764 

255,046 

506,011 

Australia  . . . . 

1,008 

2,726 

378 

931 

British  North  America 

280 

588 

4,206 

10,022 

United  States  .. 

640,006 

| 1,347,023 

641,908 

1,619,038 

Egypt 1 

68,504 

134,501 

24,262 

53,318 

In  all  cotton  manufactured  goods,  though  the  importation  in 
all  descriptions  was  considerably  below  the  figures  of  1891, 
Great  Britain  far  outstrips  other  countries  in  the  statistics,  and 
where  there  has  been  a falling-off  in  any  one  class  I cannot  dis- 
cover that  the  deficiency  was  made  good  by  another  country  taking 
the  market. 

The  exportation  of  the  raw  material  was  not  considerable,  and 
was  principally  to  Bremen.  Cotton  yarn  also  was  not  great  and 
nearly  all  to  Great  Britain. 

There  was,  however,  a marked  increase,  some  56,894  cwts.,  in 
the  exportation  of  textiles  directed  chiefly  to  the  Brazilian,  Chilian, 
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and  Argentine  Republics,  to  Madagascar,  Boumania,  and  Japan, 
representing  a trade  of  1,250,000/. 

Hamburg  lias  attained  to  a position  of  considerable  importance  Jute, 
in  the  jute  trade,  owing  to  its  exceptional  situation  commanding  Annex  H. 
the  great  waterway  leading  through  the  heart  of  Germany  right 
into  Bohemia. 

Hot  only  are  the  majority  of  the  German  mills  dependent  upon 
the  port  of  Hamburg  for  their  jute  supplies,  but  also  the  mills  in 
Bohemia  and  Austrian  Silesia,  in  consequence  of  the  far  cheaper 
means  of  communication  offered  by  the  River  Elbe  as  compared 
with  railway  transit  from  Trieste  and  Fiume  ; for  the  same  reason 
the  mills  in  Russian  Poland  also  find  it  more  profitable  to  draw 
their  supplies  via  Hamburg,  the  jute  going  forward  by  the  Elbe, 
the  Havel,  the  Spree,  the  Spree  and  Oder  Canal,  and  the  Oder. 

With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  jute  industry  in  Germany  and 
Austria,  the  imports  of  jute  at  Hamburg  show  a steady  rise  year 
by  year,  and  have  reached  a figure  nearly  equal  to  that  of  London 
itself,  and  Hamburg  bids  fair  at  no  distant  date  to  outstrip  London, 
and,  as  a jute  port,  to  occupy  a position  second  only  to  that  of 
Dundee. 

It  has  naturally  been  the  aim  of  Germany  of  late  years  to 
encourage  as  much  as  possible  in  this,  as  in  other  materials,  direct 
shipments  to  German  ports,  and  this  has  led  to  an  astounding 
increase  in  the  quantity  of  jute  imported  into  Hamburg  by  vessels 
coming  direct  from  India,  and  a corresponding  decrease  in  the 
supplies  formerly  drawn  from  Great  Britain,  which  must  mean 'a 
great  loss  to  the  British  ports  concerned,  especially  London. 

In  1884  there  was  no  direct  import,  and  supplies  from  Great 
Britain  amounted  to  18,678  tons,  whilst  in  1891  the  direct  import 
had  reached  the  high  figure  of  67,893  tons,  and  supplies  from 
Great  Britain  had  decreased  to  9,600  tons. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  imports  of  jute  at  Hamburg  from 
India  direct,  and  from  Great  Britain ; also,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
parison, the  quantities  imported  at  Dundee  and  London,  as  well 
as  the  total  import  for  Europe  for  the  last  10  years.  It  will  be 
seen  there  was  a general  falling-off  in  the  quantity  of  jute  imported 
into  Europe,  which  is  attributable  to  the  failure  of  the  crop  of  the 
season  1891-92  and  the  consequent  dearness  of  jute,  which  by  the 
beginning  of  1892  had  risen  to  famine  prices. 

It  may  be  of  some  interest  to  mention  here  that  there  are  now 
two  German  lines  of  steamers  between  Calcutta  and  Hamburg ; 
each  with  two  departures  monthly,  thus  establishing  a regular 
weekly  service  between  the  two  cities. 

Although  these  have  obtained  a fair  share  of  the  jute  shipments 
to  Hamburg,  yet  a great  quantity  of  the  jute  arriving  here  direct 
from  India  is  still  carried  in  British  bottoms. 

In  this  district  there  are  two  jute  mills,  one  at  Schiffbek,  near 
Hamburg,  and  one  at  Harburg,  in  Prussian  territory,  having 
together  about  13,000  spindles  and  800  looms,  employing  about 
2,700  hands  with  a yearly  consumption  of  11,800  tons. 

The  number  of  spindles  and  looms  in  jute  works  in  Germany 
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alone  amount  to  89,660  spindles  and  4,280  looms,  with  a total 
yearly  consumption  of  80,700  tons  when  working  full  time. 

In  former  years  the  German  jute  trade  suffered  from  over- 
production, and  consequent  keenness  of  competition  for  orders; 
this  state  of  things  has  now  been  remedied  by  the  formation  of  a 
jute  syndicate  to  which  all  the  German  works  of  any  importance 
belong,  and  whose  chief  object  is  to  control  the  production  in  such 
a manner  as  to  regulate  the  supply  to  the  demand,  and  thus  enable 
the  different  manufacturers  to  obtain  profitable  prices  for  their 
goods. 

In  this  they  are  materially  assisted  by  the  heavy  protective 
duties  on  jute  yarns  and  manufactures  coming  into  Germany,  viz., 
21.  10s.  per  ton  on  coarse  yarns,  4 1.  per  ton  on  fine  yarns,  and  6/. 
per  ton  on  cloth  and  bags.  The  duty  levied  on  bags  brought  into 
the  country  for  the  export  of  German  produce  (chiefly  sugar)  is, 
however,  remitted  if  the  customs  regulations  re  identification  have 
been  complied  with. 

Trade  in  1892  suffered  from  the  effects  of  reduction  in  the 
number  of  working  hours,  over-production,  and  keen  cutting  in 
prices.  Not  being  an  expert,  I do  not  know  if  I am  correct  in 
drawing  the  deduction  that  reducing  the  number  of  working  hours 
in  order  to  control  production  and  prices  does  not  have  the 
opposite  effect  to  that  which  it  is  intended  to  have.  In  this,  as  in 
so  many  other  branches  of  trade,  the  cholera  epidemic  caused  a 
heavy  loss,  which,  however,  was  recouped  later  on. 

Last  year  (1892)  30,000  bales  (each  400  lbs.)  were  used  up  in 
the  factory  at  Schiffbek,  and  about  36,000  bales  at  Harburg.  The 
production  of  the  former  in  cloth  was  9,810,000  yards  (average 
weight,  10 \ ozs.  to  the  yard),  which  realised  about  2\d.  per  yard. 
The  number  of  hands  employed  was:  Schiffbek,  1,150;  Harburg, 
1,600.  The  wages  were : for  spinners,  Is.  8 d.  to  2s.  per  day  of 
10  hours;  for  weavers,  Is.  9 d.  to  2s.  2 \d.  per  day  of  10  hours. 
This  is  about  the  average  wages  in  these  parts,  but  in  some  places 
in  Germany  wages  are  lower,  and  around  Bremen  they  complain 
of  the  cost  of  labour  compared  to  works  in  the  interior. 

The  importation  was  : — 


From — 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

British  India  . . 
Great  Britain  . . 
France  . . 

A rabia  . . . . 

Bremen  . 

Cwts. 

873,350 

180,996 

10,130 

1,770 

440 

£ 

663,855 

148,160 

6,656 

1,125 

291 

Cwt?. 

1,357,862 

170,900 

15,178 

£ 

987,823 

128,706 

10,380 

The  exportation  (which  amounted  to  72,405  cwts.,  of  the  value 
of  61,449/.)  by  sea  went,  with  the  exception  of  very  small 
quantities  to  other  countries,  almost  entirely  to  Bremen,  Sweden, 
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and  Great  Britain.  But  a very  much  larger  quantity  (amounting 
to  623,358  cwts.,  value  473,679/.)  found  its  way  into  the  interior 
by  way  of  the  Elbe  and  by  rail. 

The  course  of  business  revealed  some  surprises.  The  ring  of  Saltpetre, 
producers  in  Chile  thought  they  had  limited  the  supply  to  the 
demand,  and  would  consequently  be  in  a position  to  enforce  high 
prices.  But  this  scheme  was  not  destined  to  succeed,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  in  the  spring  there  was  a large  decrease  in  the 
demand,  which  obliged  them  to  sell  at  a much  lower  price.  The 
mode  of  packing  the  saltpetre  has  occupied  the  attention  of  those 
interested  in  the  trade.  The  buyers  intimated  to  the  Chilian 
Consul  the  desirability  of  a stronger  material  being  made  use  of 
for  packing,  in  order  to  minimise  bursting  in  the  sacks. 

Under  this  head  Florida  phosphate  deserves  special  mention. 

The  price  of  this  article  has  been  reduced  by  half  owing  to  over- 
production, thus  rendering  sales  unprofitable. 

The  importation  of  saltpetre  from  Chile  amounted  to 
6,169,175  cwts.  (value  2,505,681/.),  against  7,633,416  cwts.  (value 
3,052,660/.)  in  1891. 

The  re-exportation  amounted  to  4,434,582  cwts.,  of  which 
3,729,107  cwts.  went  inland  by  rail  and  water.  Of  the  remainder, 

705,575  cwts.,  the  principal  customers  were  Great  Britain,  which 
took  100,088  cwts.,  Prussian  Baltic  ports,  Eussia,  Sweden,  Spain, 
and  Denmark. 

The  importation  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year.  Owing  Petroleum, 
to  low  freights  in  sailing  vessels,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  tank 
vessels  did  not  suffice  to  supply  the  demand,  there  was  a consider- 
able increased  importation  in  casks.  A large  portion  of  the  import 
was  re-exported  to  the  interior  in  tank  barges.  Out  of  the  total 
importation  about  one-half  was  re-exported  to  the  interior.  The 
largest  foreign  customer  was  Denmark. 

The  Tank  Steamship  Company,  whose  three  steamships  accom- 
plished 22  round  voyages  to  the  United  States,  in  the  course  of  the 
year  paid  a dividend  of  11  marks  per  cent,  compared  with  12  marks 
per  cent,  in  1891. 

The  salt  trade  presented  some  peculiarities.  The  supply  from  Salt, 
the  inland  was  far  below  that  of  1891,  both  in  regard  to  quantity 
and  value,  while  the  importation  from  Great  Britain,  almost  the 
entire  importation,  was  more  than  double  that  of  last  year  in 
quantity  and  value. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  exportation  see, wards  was  little  more 
than  half,  while  by  rail  and  river  to  the  interior  it  was  treble  the 
quantity  of  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  most  noticeable 
changes  were  that  the  exportation  to  British  India,  which  had 
• attained  to  1,518,962  cwts.  in  1891,  fell  to  755,554  cwts.  in  1892, 
while  to  West  Africa,  Australia,  and  Great  Britain  it  increased  by 
12,378  cwts.,  31,394  cwts.,  and  41,635  cwts.  respectively. 

The  exportation  to  the  last-named  very  nearly  balanced  the 
importation  from  the  same.  To  nearly  all  other  countries,  both 
European  and  Transatlantic,  the  exportation  showed  considerable 
decrease,  which  cannot  be  accounted  for  in  the  increased  supply  to 
(1812)  b 
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inland  customers,  for  the  decrease  to  Sweden  alone  exceeded  the 
excess  over  1891  of  the  total  volume  sent  inland. 

Some  92  salt  works  are  engaged  in  the  production  of  this 
article  in  Germany,  which  is  utilised  in  the  manufacture  of  soda 
and  glauber  salts,  chemicals  and  colours,  soap  and  wax,  glass, 
tanneries,  ice  and  refrigerating  purposes,  tramways  and  other 
industries,  agriculture,  cattle,  and  manuring  purposes.  The  total 
consumption  in  Germany  may  be  estimated  at  from  7,000,000  cwts. 
to  8,000,000  cwts.,  which  yield  in  taxation  a sum  of  about 
2,150,432/. 

The  butter  trade  as  an  article  of  export  to  foreign  countries 
has  assumed  very  large  proportions,  amounting  to  no  less  than 
151,654  cwts.,  of  the  value  of  799,774/.  in  1892,  which  was  con- 
siderably less  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

For  the  same  cause  so  often  referred  to,  the  year  1892  cannot 
be  regarded  as  a normal  year,  so  that  the  decrease  cannot  be 
accepted  as  indicating  any  real  diminution  of  trade. 

Of  the  figures  above  mentioned  the  whole,  with  the  insignificant 
exception  of  23,638  cwts.,  which  was  all  that  found  its  way  out  of 
the  total  export  to  foreign  countries,  went  to  Great  Britain.  And 
to  supply  this  export  trade  Hamburg  derived  more  than  the  total 
quantity  exported  from  inland  sources.  It  is  a great  question  as 
to  how  much  of  this  article  which  is  supplied  to  foreign  markets 
is  genuine  butter.  It  is  a well-known  fact  that  the  sale  of  genuine 
butter  in  the  country  is  safeguarded  from  compounds  known  under 
the  designation  of  butter.  But  this  does  not  operate  in  the  case 
of  the  exported  article,  and  the  large  quantities  imported  into 
Hamburg  undergo  a great  deal  of  manipulation  in  this  city  in  the 
processes  of  washing  and  blending,  so  that  it  is  a difficult  matter, 
and  one  which  only  those  expert  in  the  trade  can  pronounce  upon, 
to  credit  that  what  goes  out  is  pure  and  unadulterated  butter. 
But  the  opinion  of  outsiders  seems  to  be  unanimous  in  condemning 
it  as  an  adulterated  article. 

In  cement,  grain,  hardware,  wine,  beer,  and  musical  instruments, 
Hamburg  is  now  the  emporium  of  a large  import  and  export  trade, 
the  figures  of  which  testify  to  the  patient  but  persevering  efforts 
Germany  is  making,  and  not  unsuccessfully,  to  acquire  a substantial 
share  of  the  trade  of  the  world. 

The  total  value  of  the  trade  in  the  above-mentioned  articles 
amounts  to  the  value  of  5,562,607/.  for  the  importation,  and 
4,425,299/.  for  the  exportation ; and  of  those  totals  goods  to  the 
value  of  about  1,000,000/.  come  from  Great  Britain  and  British 
possessions,  while  goods  to  the  value  of  1,500,000/.  are  exported  to 
the  same.  A further  analysis  of  the  statistics  of  trade  in  those 
articles  demonstrates  that  with  other  and  distant  countries  sub- 
stantial progress  is  being  made  in  foreign  markets.  This  is  most 
clearly  noticeable  in  the  case  of  such  countries  as  Spain,  Sweden 
and  Norway,  and  Denmark  in  Europe,  and  the  Transatlantic 
countries  of  the  United  States,  Chile,  Central  America,  China,  and 
Japan.  But  the  most  important  fact  which  this  progress  reveals 
is  that  this  has  been  stimulated  and  is  now  being  carried  on  by  the 
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establishment  of  independent  German  lines,  whether  of  steam  or 
sailing  ships. 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  state  of  things  which  pre-  Steamship 
vailed  during  the  year,  a net  gain  of  233,671/.  was  earned,  butlineii 
with  the  exception  of  17,647/.  which  was  put  aside  for  loans,  it  was  American  Urg* 
resolved  to  write  off  the  whole  of  the  net  earnings  so  that  the  line, 
shareholders  received  iio  dividend. 

By  comparison  with  1891,  the  net  profit  was  less  by  26,000/., 
and  the  dividend  nil,  against  3 per  cent,  for  that  year.  The 
cholera  epidemic  affected  the  company’s  vessels  more  severely  than 
any  others,  because  the  passenger  ships,  the  most  important  part 
of  the  service,  were  plying  to  countries  where  quarantine  regula- 
tions were  vexatiously  and  unreasonably  stringent.  There  can  be 
no  question  as  to  the  speed,  accommodation,  and  efficient  manage- 
ment, and  service  of  the  magnificent  boats  of  this  company,  which 
is  extending  its  operations  by  establishing  communications  between 
various  ports  in  Europe  and  the  United  States. 

The  fleet  of  steamships  acquired  by  taking  over  the  Hansa 
line  is  said  to  be  doing,  good  service,  and  the  only  line  between 
Germany  and  Canada  owes  its  existence  to  the  enterprise  of  this 
company,  which  having  regard  to  the  unfavourable  attitude  of  the 
United  States  towards  emigration  have  cast  their  eyes  towards 
Canada  as  the  future  field  for  this  traffic.  The  sailings  to  Montreal 
have  been  increased  to  a bi-weekly  service. 

Fortune  has  so  far  favoured  the  company  in  the  matter  of 
accidents  to  their  ships,  so  that  they  have,  owing  to  immunity  in 
this  respect,  been  able  to  accumulate  a large  reserve  insurance 
fund  of  considerably  over  250,000/. 

The  total  trade  of  both  lines  on  the  outward  and  homeward  Lines  of  the 
voyages  came  to  69,532  tons  of  the  value  of  4,628,921/.,  against  North 
71,242  tons  of  the  value  of  4,397,357/.  for  the  year  1891.  Of  these  ^e^^a si°a  d 
figures,  28,997  tons  of  the  value  of  1,675,098/.  were  carried  on  the  and  Australia, 
outward  voyages,  against  30,023  tons  and  1,934,951/.  in  the  year 
1891.  On  the  homeward  voyages,  40,535  tons  value  2,953,823 /., 
against  41,299  tons  and  2,462,402/.  in  1891. 

Nearly  the  half  of  the  outgoing  goods,  viz.,  48  per  cent,  of  the 
total  value  of  the  loadings  in  European  ports  and  Port  Said  were 
loaded  in  Bremerhaven,  32’2  per  cent,  in  Antwerp ; 7*7  per  cent, 
in  Southampton;  and  12  per  cent,  in  Genoa.  On  the  homeward 
journey,  18' 9 per  cent,  of  the  total  value  were  discharged  in  Genoa ; 

18*5  per  cent,  at  Southampton;  24‘7  per  cent,  in  Antwerp;  and 
36  per  cent,  in  Bremerhaven. 

The  chief  articles  of  freight  were  as  heretofore  : on  the  outward 
journey,  manufactures,  woollen  goods,  colours,  iron  and  steel  wares 
(especially  needles),  cigars,  and  beer.  On  the  homeward  journey, 
wools,  skins,  furs  and  hides,  raw  silk,  precious  metals,  other  metals 
(zinc,  lead,  silver  lead,  copper),  and  tobacco,  tea,  coffee,  and  curios. 

Of  the  goods  carried  on  the  outward  and  homeward  routes, 

65T  per  cent,  of  the  total  volume  and  60*5  per  cent,  of  the  total 
value  of  the  former  were  of  German  origin,  while  of  the  latter, 
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The 

Australian 

line. 


German  East 
African  line. 


German 
Levant  line. 


44'3  per  cent,  and  29 ‘6  per  cent,  respectively  were  shipped  for  the 
German  markets. 

The  East  Asia  line  conveyed  38,102  tons  of  goods  of  the  value 
of  3,095,735/.,  on  the  outward  and  homeward  voyages  (against 
38,249  tons  and  2,817,108/.  in  1891.)  Of  these  figures,  73*3  per 
cent,  of  the  total  weight  and  63'5  of  the  total  value  of  the  outward 
cargoes  were  of  German  origin,  and  437  per  cent,  and  25*3  per 
cent,  respectively  of  the  homeward  were  for  German  markets. 

The  passenger  traffic  numbered  6,880  out  and  home  in  1892, 
against  6,405  in  1891. 

The  Australian  line  transported  31,430  tons  of  the  value  of 
1,533,186/.,  on  their  voyages  in  1892  (against  32,993  tons  and 
1,580,245/.  in  1891),  giving  a percentage  of  54’6  per  cent,  of 
volume  and  55-2  per  cent,  of  value  of  goods  of  German  origin  on 
outward  voyages,  and  45T  per  cent,  and  39  per  cent,  of  volume 
and  value  of  the  goods  carried  on  the  homeward  voyages  was 
destined  for  Germany. 

The  passenger  traffic  in  1892  fell  below  the  figures  of  1891, 
being  4,999  for  the  former,  against  5,877  in  the  latter  year. 

The  German  East  African  line  accomplished  13  round  voyages 
in  1892,  in  comparison  with  12  out  and  10  home  in  1891.  This 
increase  was  due  to  the  commencement  on  March  1 of  regular 
dates  of  departure.  The  routp  was  from  Hamburg  via  Amsterdam, 
in  place  of  Rotterdam  in  the  preceding  year,  and  Delagoa  Bay  to 
Durban. 

The  total  volume  and  value  of  the  goods  carried  amounted  to 
23,657  tons  and  834,166/.,  compared  with  21,740  tons  and  632,419/. 
in  1891.  The  greater  part  of  the  outgoing  goods,  viz.,  67*8  per 
cent,  of  the  total  value  were  loaded  in  Hamburg;  237  per  cent,  in 
Amsterdam  ; 5 ‘6  per  cent,  in  Lisbon  ; and  9 per  cent,  in  Naples ; 
and  1*6  per  cent,  of  the  homeward  bound  cargoes  were  landed  in 
Naples ; 07  per  cent,  in  Lisbon ; 277  per  cent,  in  Rotterdam ; 
and  737  per  cent,  in  Hamburg. 

The  principal  articles  of  freight  outward  comprised  textiles  and 
cotton  goods,  articles  of  consumption  (especially  beer  and  wine). 
Iron  and  steel  wares,  weapons  and  ammunition,  building  material 
and  specie.  And  homeward,  indiarubber,  spices,  nutmegs,  sesame 
seed,  ivory,  wool,  hemp,  skins,  and  hides. 

Of  the  outward  cargoes  transported  by  the  steamships  of  this 
line,  637  per  cent,  of  volume  and  507  per  cent,  of  value  was  of 
German  origin,  and  56*6  per  cent,  and  467  per  cent,  respectively  of 
homeward  cargoes  were  shipped  for  Germany.  The  passenger 
traffic  increased  considerably  in  comparison  with  1891.  The  total 
number  of  all  classes  carried  in  1892  being  2,082,  against  1,443  in 
1891. 

The  German  Levant  line  also  suffered  from  the  same  unfavour- 
able effects  as  other  lines,  and  although  a larger  business  was  done 
than  m 1891  the  results  were  not  so  satisfactory  in  proportion. 
23  round  voyages  were  performed  by  the  company’s  own  steam- 
ships and  five  with  chartered  vessels.  These  latter  brought  a loss 
which  reduced  the  net  gain  earned  by  the  company’s  steamships 
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from  6,772 /.  to  4,922/.  After  writing  off  for  depreciation,  repairs, 
and  other  items  there  remained  only  a net  profit  of  11.  10s.  In 
order  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  chartering  steamships  in  the 
future,  three  of  the  Hamburg  South- American  Company’s  steam- 
ships of  2,200  tons  to  2,600  tons  have  been  purchased.  The  capital 
of  this  company  is  quoted  at  80,882/.  in  addition  to  a loan  of 
36,765/.,  and  the  year  1892  was  only  its  second  year  of  working. 

Notwithstanding  the  dislocation  of  the  normal  traffic  by  the  Woermann 
cholera  epidemic  and  the  low  freights  prevailing  on  the  West  Coast  line  (African 
of  Africa  route  occasioned  heavy  losses,  the  company  were  enabled 
to  declare  a small  dividend  of  3 per  cent.  This  was  owing  chiefly 
to  the  exceptionally  low  prices  of  coal  and  other  material,  and 
strict  economy  in  the  working  expenses. 

The  net  earnings  of  the  steamships  of  the  company,  which 
completed  47  voyages,  as  against  49  in  1891,  amounted  to  29,740/., 
so  that  allowing  for  depreciation  and  repairs  the  sum  of  4,265/. 
was  devoted  to  the  distribution  of  the  above  dividend. 

The  company,  realising  that  their  fleet  is  too  small  to  fulfil 
punctually  their  engagements,  in  accordance  with  their  time-tables, 
in  consequence  of  which  they  had  been  compelled  frequently  to 
charter  steamers,  resolved  to  contract  with  Messrs.  Blolim  and 
Yoss,  of  Hamburg,  for  the  building  of  a cargo  steamer  of  3,350  tons 
gross,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  ready  for  service  in  the  autumn  of 
1893. 

The  Kosmos  Steam  Navigation  Company  declared  as  a result  Kosnos  line, 
of  the  year’s  working  a balance  of  income  over  expenditure  of 
32,185/.,  which  after  allowing  for  writing  off  for  various  items  the 
sum  of  7,500/.  for  the  payment  of  a dividend  of  2J  per  cent, 
against  8 per  cent,  for  the  previous  year.  This  somewhat  unfavour- 
able result  was  due  in  the  first  place  to  the  strong  competition  the 
company  had  to  encounter,  and  the  very  low  freights  for  outward 
bound. 

The  diminished  shipments  of  saltpetre  from  the  West  Coast 
of  America,  and  the  hampering  quarantine  regulations  which 
resulted  in  loss  of  time  also  operated  most  unfavourably.  In 
consequence  many  steamers  were  either  laid  up  or  homeward 
bound  in  ballast.  Notwithstanding  this  33  round  voyages  were 
completed  during  the  year.  In  order  to  maintain  the  efficient 
working  of  the  line  the  company  placed  an  order  in  England  for 
the  building  of  a steamship  of  5,000  tons  dead-weight  capacity. 

The  deep  sea  fishing  with  steam  vessels  again  makes  a further  Deep  sea 
advance.  From  Hamburg  there  are  now  10  deep-sea  fishing  fishery, 
steamers  in  operation.  The  increase  during  1892  to  this  class  of 
industry  amounted  altogether  to  21  fishing  steamers,  with  an 
increase  of  tonnage  of  7,896  cubic  metres.  Besides  the  above- 
mentioned  10  Hamburg  steam  fishing  vessels  there  were  altogether 
on  January  1,  1893,  49  steamers  engaged  in  this  industry  in  the 
German  North  Sea  Fisheries  Fleet,  of  which  4 belong  to  Altona, 

3 to  Cranz,  38  to  Bremerhaven-Geestemtinde,  2 to  Bremen,  1 to 
Emden,and  1 to  Liibeck.  On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  sailing 
craft  has  fallen  from  408  to  396,  and  the  tonnage  of  the  same 
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class  from  33,622  cubic  metres  to  32,744  cubic  metres.  The 
average  tonnage  of  a single  craft  has  increased  from  82  cubic 
metres  to  83  cubic  metres. 

The  German  emigrant  to  trans-Atlantic  countries  quits  the 
Fatherland  by  one  of  three  ports  in  Germany,  and  by  one  of  three 
ports  out  of  Germany.  These  are  Hamburg,  Bremen,  Stettin,  and 
Antwerp,  Rotterdam,  and  Amsterdam.  The  number  which 
emigrated  in  1892  through  the  port  of  Hamburg  was  many 
thousands  below  that  of  the  previous  year,  being  108,820  against 
144,382.  Of  the  total  number  77,264  went  to  their  destinations 
by  direct  route,  and  31,556  by  indirect,  and  of  these  figures  87 
per  cent,  went  to  the  United  States  and  4-J  per  cent,  to  British 
North  America,  the  remainder  being  distributed  throughout  Brazil, 
the  Argentine  Republic,  Chile,  Peru,  Africa,  Australia,  and  other 
countries.  The  various  occupations  to  which  the  emigrants 
belonged  were  as  follows : farming,  40 ‘5 2 per  cent. : industrial, 
39*54  per  cent.;  commercial,  26*04  per  cent. ; labouring,  18*49  per 
cent. ; other  calling,  46*93  per  cent. ; without  any  occupation, 
25*30  per  cent.  To  convey  these  human  freights  886  steam  and 
8 sailing  ships  were  employed. 


Port  of  Bremen. 

Shipping. 

In  the  Vice-Consulates  the  year  1892  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  a favourable  one.  Depression  in  prices  was  the  prevailing 
feature.  At  Bremen,  while  the  number  of  ships  increased  inwards 
and  outwards,  the  tonnage  decreased.  Out  of  a total  of  3,612 
vessels  which  entered  the  ports  of  Bremen-Bremerhaven,  with  an 
aggregate  tonnage  of  1,996,378  tons  in  1892,  389  ships  and 
514,310  tons  were  British.  The  trade  between  these  ports  and 
the  United  Kingdom  was  carried  on  by  577  vessels  inwards,  with 
323,427  tons,  and  786  vessels  and  682,228  tons  outwards.  The 
tonnage  so  employed  exceeded  that  of  any  other  country.  In  the 
5 years  from  1888  to  1892  the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels 
engaged  in  the  direct  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  has  increased 
by  160  vessels  and  125,440  tons.  The  increase  under  this  head 
of  ships  of  British  nationality  has  been  49  vessels,  or  about  30 
per  cent,  in  that  period,  and  165,205  tons.  It  is  to  be  noticed 
that  while  the  number  of  steamships  increased  and  that  of  sailing 
ships  decreased  the  proportion  of  tonnage  was  reversed,  that  of  the 
former  class  decreasing  while  the  latter  increased  by  upwards  of 
36,000  tons. 


Trade  and  Commerce. 

The  depression  in  trade  and  commerce  which  characterised  the 
year  1891  continued  into  the  spring  of  1892,  but  the  revival  which 
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then  set  in  was  checked  by  the  proximity  of  the  ports  of  Bremen- 
Bremerhaven  to  Hamburg,  thus  causing  these  to  be  regarded 
everywhere  as  completely  infected  by  the  epidemic  which 
devastated  the  sister  city.  The  total  imports  and  exports  in  1892 
showed  a marked  decrease  in  volume  and  value.  The  total  volume 
of  the  importation  amounted  in  1892  to  52,279,590  cwts.,  of  the 
value  of  35,269,337/.,  and  the  exportation  to  37,818,692  cwts.  and 
3,354,534/.,  being  in  each  case  some  thousands  both  in  volume  and 
value  below  that  of  1891.  Of  the  total  value  of  the  importation 
into  Bremen  in  1892  about  17,000,000/.  represent  the  value  of  the 
goods  from  European,  and  18,000,000/.  from  Transatlantic  countries. 
The  exportation,  however,  shows  a different  state  of  things,  for 
while  the  value  of  the  goods  exported  to  European  countries 
amounted  to  25,000,000/.,  that  to  Transatlantic  ports  did  not  exceed 
8,000,000/. 

In  comparison  with  the  year  1891  the  value  of  the  exportation 
to  Great  Britain  showed  a decrease  of  158,006/.,  whereas  that  of 
the  importation  increased  by  426,707/.,  which  was  realised  almost 
entirely  in  raw  materials.  The  following  figures  furnish  the  total 
values  under  three  heads 


Year. 

Value  of  Imports 
from  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Value  of  Exports 
to  the 

United  Kingdom. 

£ 

£ 

1891  

2,155,130 

1,597,756 

1892  

2,581,837 

1,439,750 

The  principal  articles  of  importation  into  Bremen-Bremerhaven 
are  cotton,  tobacco,  wool,  rice,  petroleum,  and  grain.  In  some  of 
these,  notably  wool,  tobacco,  and  maize,  a decided  increase  in  the 
quantity  imported  took  place  compared  with  1891,  but  transactions 
presented  no  striking  features,  and  low  prices  and  a want  of 
animation  were  the  chief  characteristics  throughout  the  year. 
Particulars  of  the  quantity  and  description  of  the  various  staple 
articles  imported  and  exported  will  be  found  in  Table  1ST. 

There  was  a decrease  during  the  year  1892  of  11,428  persons  Emigration, 
in  the  number  of  emigrants.  Indirect  emigration  via  Leith  and 
Glasgow  from  the  City  Docks  of  Bremen  instead  of  from  Bremer- 
liaven  was  started  for  the  first  time  by  British  steamships,  and 
this  route  was  chosen  by  2,389  emigrants.  The  total  number  of 
persons  who  emigrated  through  Bremen-Bremerhaven  in  1892 
amounted  to  127,029,  of  which  one-third  were  Prussians,  and  all 
with  the  exception  of  1,767  proceeded  to  the  United  States.  Of 
the  remainder  557  went  to  Brazil,  654  to  the  Eiver  Plate,  19  to 
Africa,  122  to  Asia,  and  415  to  the  Sandwich  Islands.  In  the 
conveyance  of  these  emigrants  229  steamships  participated. 

In  common  with  all  other  kinds  of  business  the  operation  of  Industries, 
the  industrial  establishments  offered  nothing  startling,  and  results 
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on  the  whole  may  be  said  to  have  been  not  very  profitable,  divi- 
dends either  showing  large  decrease  or  no  advance.  Jute  spinning 
paid  no  dividend  against  a high  one  in  1891.  Wool  combing,  and 
cleaning  and  worsted  spinning  industries  all  showed  an  increase, 
but  petroleum  and  breweries  remained  stationary.  - 

Much  has  been  done  of  late  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Weser,  and  the  beneficial  results  of  the  work  performed  in  1892 
is  proved  by  the  fact  that  227  sea-going  ships  drawing  from 
15  J feet  to  17f  feet  of  water,  ascended  the  river  to  the  Bremen 
Docks.  Two  steamships  of  the  North  German  Lloyd  also  navigated 
the  river  up  to  Bremen;  one,  a vessel  of  311  feet  in  length,  and 
2,571  tons  register,  steamed  up  in  ballast  specially  with  a view  to 
test  whether  a vessel  of  her  length  could  navigate  the  many  turns 
in  the  river  and  the  experiment  was  successful.  The  other,  a 
steamship  of  2,334  tons,  came  up  with  the  greater  part  of 
her  cargo,  and  drawing  17  feet  5 inches  entered  the  Bremen 
Docks. 

The  principal  dock  of  Bremerhaven  is  being  enlarged,  this  work 
being  rendered  necessary  by  the  increasing  size  of  the  steamships 
of  the  North  German  Lloyd.  When  completed,  vessels  drawing 
32  feet  of  water  will  be  able  to  enter  the  dock.  It  is  expected 
that  as  warships  will  be  able  to  avail  themselves  of  this  dock  the 
Empire  will  contribute  to  the  cost  of  construction. 


Port  of  Lubeck. 

Here,  as  in  other  parts  of  Germany,  inquiries  revealed  that 
no  advance  in  trade  and  commerce  as  also  in  industry  can  be 
said  to  have  taken  place  in  1892.  The  general  condition  of  busi- 
ness throughout  the  year  was  decidedly  unfavourable,  and  both 
the  importation  and  exportation  showed  a decrease.  The  sea 
traffic  with  Russia,  while  meeting  with  no  impediment,  was,  on 
the  whole,  sluggish,  while  that  of  Lubeck  and  the  German  Baltic 
ports  increased  in  extent  and  activity.  Much  attention  is  being 
devoted  to  inland  water  communication,  and  in  this  respect  the 
completion  of  the  construction  of  the  Elbe-Trave  Canal  is  looked 
forward  to  as  a certain  means  for  counterbalancing,  by  the  creation 
of  new  traffic,  the  decrease  which  the  North  Sea  and  Baltic  Canal 
is  expected  to  cause  in  the  present  trade  of  Lubeck.  And  having 
regard  to  the  importance  which  is  now  attaching  to  inland  naviga- 
tion, the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  Elbe-Trave  Canal  are  con- 
fidently expected  to  be  further  developed  in  the  future  when  the 
Rhine- Weser-Elbe  Canal  shall  also  have  been  completed.  The 
extension  of  the  Elbe  system  is  watched  with  deep  attention  and 
interest,  and  though  a considerable  time  may  elapse  before  its 
realisation,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
time  the  Elbe  and  the  Danube  will  become  connected. 

The  number  of  vessels  which  arrived  in  Lubeck  in  1892  was 
2,416,  with  a tonnage  of  687,200  tons,  compared  with  2,500  ships, 
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728.900  tons  in  1891.  The  departures  amounted  to  2,418  ships  and 

696.900  tons,  against  2,521  ships  and  731,810  tons  in  1891.  The 
number  and  tonnage  of  British  vessels  in  1892  was  the  same  as  in 
1891,  being  30  vessels  and  20,400  tons  in  each  year.  And 
72  vessels  of  other  nationalities  representing  a total  of  59,950  tons 
entered  the  Port  of  Liibeck  from  British  ports  in  the  course  of  the 
year.  The  averages  of  the  different  rates  were  low.  For  timber 
from  Memel  to  Liibeck  18s.  to  21s.  were  paid  per  standard  100, 
and  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Cronstadt,  19s.  to  11.  2s.  Swedish 
(South)  iron,  5s.  to  6s.  per  ton.  Westphalian  coke  from  Liibeck  to 
Konigsberg,  3s.  o\d.  to  4s.  per  toil.  Butter,  12s.  to  14s.,  and  later, 

17s.  per  ton.  Grain  from  Konigsberg,  3s.  to  5s.  per  ton. 

The  chief  articles  of  importation  from  Great  Britain  are,  iron  Importation, 
in  many  descriptions,  coal,  coke,  and  super-phosphate,  amounting 
altogether  to  about  16,601,438  cwts.,  out  of  a total  importation  of 
55,584,800  cwts.  The  import  of  coal  from  Great  Britain  in  1892 
was  about  5,000  tons  below  that  of  the  preceding  year,  and  that  of 
cohe  was  also  less  in  proportion.  A similar  decrease  was  observ- 
able in  German  coal  and  coke.  With  regard  to  these  articles  the 
opinion  is  expressed  that  the  formation  of  syndicates  will  not  affect 
injuriously  the  importation  of  English  coal,  because  the  West- 
phalian article  having  only  a short  distance  of  water  transport  has 
the  longer  distance  of  high  railroad  freights  to  contend  against. 

And  apart  from  this  the  undoubtedly  superior  quality  of  British 
coal  will  always  claim  for  it  a preference. 

The  timber  trade  at  Liibeck  holds  a prominent  position.  The 
importation  in  1892  notwithstanding  a decrease  from  Bussian 
sources,  which  was  a consequence  of  the  higher  rates  of  tariff,  on 
the  whole  was  nearly  up  to  that  of  the  year  before.  What  was 
wanting  in  Russian  supplies  was  almost  made  up  for  from  Sweden, 
and  by  an  increase  in  the  imports  from  Austria-Hungary.  Large 
areas  of  ground  along  the  River  Trave  for  the  express  purpose  of 
storing  timber  have  been  provided  by  the  State,  and  this  facility 
will  naturally  give  encouragement  to  the  trade.  The  amount  of 
importation  was  in  1892  : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Deals  and  planks  . . 
Beams  and  spars  .. 

. 

Cubic  yards. 
1,113,526 
100,833 

The  importation  from  Russia  consists  of  spirits,  oil,  tar,  hides, 
and  grain.  The  importation  of  the  last  mentioned  article  has 
greatly  decreased  on  account  of  the  hitherto  high  duty  in 
Germany.  With  the  modification  of  these  duties  it  would  again 
attain  its  former  importance. 

Considerable  quantities  of  fresh  fish  are  imported  from  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  and  Norway  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  Liibeck 
smoke-drying  manufactories.  It  will  show  how  this  industry 
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has  developed  when  it  is  mentioned  that  the  importation  which 
amounted  in  1885  to  30,624  cwts.  had  risen  to  273,232  cwts.  in 
1890,  and  in  1892  had  reached  the  total  of  400,000  cwts. 


Port  of  Kiel. 

Vice-Consul  Kruse,  at  Kiel,  reports  that  47  British  vessels  of 
an  aggregate  tonnage  of  36,495  tons  visited  that  port  in  1892  in 
comparison  with  75  vessels  and  52,783  tons  in  1891.  The  cause 
of  this  very  large  decrease  is  due  to  the  scarcity  of  exports  in 
Bussia  and  the  increasing  competition  of  Baltic  steamships.  The 
importation  here  mentioned  was  about  the  same  in  each  year, 
245,000  tons.  The  transport  of  this  volume  of  goods  in  1891  gave 
employment  to  93  vessels  of  a tonnage  of  50,000  register  tons 
against  42  vessels  and  30,000  tons  in  1892. 

Freights  were  very  low,  ranging  from  about  4s.  4<7.  per  ton  to 
5s.  6d.  per  ton,  and  only  in  very  few  instances  6s.  per  ton. 

The  same  reports  come  from  this  quarter  as  from  elsewhere  of 
the  languid  condition  of  trade. 

The  grain  trade,  which  formerly  occupied  an  important  posi- 
tion in  the  exportation  of  the  port,  is  now  confined  only  to  home 
consumption,  and  whereas  formerly  the  Bussian,  Prussian,  and 
Pomeranian  ports  sent  their  supplies  to  Kiel,  the  United  States 
and  Danubian  principalities  have  usurped  their  place. 

The  principal  industrial  establishments  at  Kiel  are  ship- 
building works,  especially  the  Germania,  where  many  war-vessels 
are  constructed.  Flour  mills,  oil,  moulding  and  manufacturing 
works.  But  all  complained  of  unprofitable  results.  Though  the 
ship-building  establishments  found  pretty  constant  employment 
the  contracts,  owing  to  keen  competition,  gave  scant  margin  for 
profit.  In  addition  to  the  industries  above  mentioned,  the 
breweries  of  Kiel  must  not  he  forgotten.  Of  these  there  are  seven, 
which  together  produce  annually  above  2,400,000  gallons,  and  the 
profits  of  this  industry  depend  naturally  upon  the  prices  through- 
out the  year  of  barley  and  oats. 

The  principal  items  of  importation,  in  addition  to  coal,  which 
is  perhaps  the  most  important,  in  1892  w^ere  as  follows: — 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Timber 

Cubic  yards  . . 

49,889 

Cattle 

Number 

22,727 

Calves 

, , 

» • • 

5,103 

Pigs. . 

# . 

» • * 

100,308 

Sheep 

* * 

D • • 

2,573 

The  cattle  trade  is  increasing,  and  its  great  customers,  besides 
the  local  consumption,  are  Hamburg  and  the  western  part  of 
Germany. 


HAMBURG. 


25 


General  Remarks. 

The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  study  of  the  statistics  of 
trade  and  commerce  of  Germany  as  represented  by  its  leading 
sea-port  is  that  in  the  future  Germany  will  not  fail,  and  especially 
as  new  markets  are  developed,  to  extend  her  mercantile  interests 
through  her  own  enterprise,  and  one  of  the  factors  in  this  enter- 
prise is  that  German  emissaries  go  or  are  sent  abroad  liberally, 
who  either  for  their  principals  or  themselves  establish  a trade. 
In  the  latter  case,  when  this  has  been  accomplished  they  return 
to  the  Fatherland  with  the  gain  of  their  industry,  from  thence  to 
prosecute  their  labours.  It  therefore  behoves  my  countrymen  to 
realise  this,  and  to  see  that  they  do  not  from  a false  feeling  of 
superiority  fall  behind  in  the  competition,  or  the  day  of 
awakening  may  come  too  late.  And  the  deduction  to  be  drawn 
from  the  facts  gathered  together  in  this  report  is  that  they  are  not 
exactly  of  a congratulatory  character,  if  it  is  considered  that  our 
commercial  welfare  is  to  a large  extent  dependent  upon  the  main- 
tenance by  Great  Britain  of  its  position  as  the  great  carrying 
nation  of  the  world. 

It  is  a common  complaint  among  British  seamen  that  British 
vessels  are  now  filled  with  foreign  seamen.  The  fault  is  purely 
their  own.  The  remedy  lies  only  in  their  hands.  It  is  a most 
difficult  thing  to  ship  British  seamen  here,  because  masters  of 
ships  prefer  Germans  and  Scandinavians  They  do  not  deny  the 
superiority  of  their  own,  and  that  when  in  difficulty  or  danger  they 
prefer  to  have  a British  crew  at  their  backs,  but  the  chief  cause 
of  preference  for  the  Scandinavian  and  German  is  their  superiority 
in  the  matter  of  sobriety  and  order.  I readily  and  thankfully 
place  on  record  that  there  is  a great  improvement  among  our 
seamen  compared  with  20  and  25  years  ago.  Better  education 
and  training  ships  have  effected  a good  deal,  but  the  British  seaman 
has  only  himself  to  blame  if  foreigners  take  his  place. 

As  far  as  my  observation  goes,  not  a tithe  of  the  pains  is  de- 
voted by  my  countrymen  to  the  ascertaining  the  commercial  needs 
and  tastes  of  the  rest  of  the  world  with  which  he  trades  which  is 
given  by  the  German.  The  latter  endeavours  to  find  out  the  wants 
and  consult  the  tastes  of  his  customers,  while  the  former  appears 
to  think  such  details  as  outside  his  consideration,  confident 
that  his  manufactures  are  superior  to  all.  Good  they  may  be,  but 
the  fastidiousness,  convenience,  and  other  details  which  may  seem 
perhaps  of  little  importance  are  studied  by  the  German  manu- 
facturer and  exporter.  „ 


Annex  A. — Comparative  Table  of  Shipping  Entered  at  the  Port  of  Hamburg  in  the  Years  1891-92. 
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GERMANY. 


Annex  C. — Comparative  Table  of  Imports  and  Exports  during 
the  Years  1890-92. 


Imports. 


Articles. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

Quantity- 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Articles  of  con- 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

sumption 

Building  material 

24,566,674 

22,997,783 

25,331,372 

26,456,078 

33,5S6,336 

27,676,640 

and  fuel  ... 

It  aw  material  and 
half  - manufac- 

35,130,600 

1,584,328 

40,583,570  ! 

1,816,230 

35,677,952 

1,510,361 

tured  goods 

37,975,224 

36,372,143 

40,068,050 

39,687,230 

38,199,054 

37,859,496 

Textiles  

397,660 

2,554,606 

3,987,646 

498,130 

2,710,918 

439,962 

2,307,918 

Industry  and  art  ... 

2,069,174 

2,022,656 

3,907,888 

1,912,178 

3,644,618 

Total  

100,139,332 

67,496,506 

108,503,778 

1 74,578,344 

109,815,482 

72,999,033 

Exports. 


Articles. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.  ! 

Value.  | 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 1 

Cwts.  1 

£ 

Articles  of  con- 

sumption 

27,180,284 

24,812,880 

28,177,080 

26,087,987 

24,328,828 

20,541,453 

Building  material 

and  fuel 

3,524,984 

394,197 

3,608,088 

374,441 

3,719,890 

363,803 

Raw  material  and 
half  - manufac- 

tured goods 

12,975,536 

12,894,905 

15,131,482 

13,751,785  ! 

13,482,500 

1 13,097,253 

Textiles  

813,468 

9,520,582 

835,974 

9,047,837 

934,502 

9,180,973 

Industry  and  art  ... 

5,752,318 

14,165,450 

5,908,592 

14,239,165 

5,949,502 

13,533,400 

Total 

I 50,246,590 

61,788,014 

53,661,216 

63,501,215 

: 48,415,222 

; 58,716,882 
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Annex  D. — Table  of  Importation  in  the  Years  1891-92,  excluding 

Great  Britain. 


Country. 

1891.  / 

1892.  f 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cwts. 

£ 

Cwts. 

£ 

— -German  ports  . . 

2,369,610 

4,071,438 

1,502,681 

2,094,740 

1,416,237 

^^^Northern  Europe 
''''^-.-Holland  and  Belgium. . 

1,904,118 

3,647,598 

1,607,992 

2,213,858 

2,594,960 

1,831,394 

2,006,863 

, — France  . . 

2,268,714 

2,602,780 

2,296,502 

2,533,623 

Spain  and  Portugal 
"Italy  and  Southern 

2,499,392 

1,354,908 

2,525,982 

1,532,704 

Europe 

10,327,042 

4,606,584 

9,747,562 

3,613,150 

ssr^—North  America. . 

10,823,158 

8,709,290 

18,750,940 

11,046,866 

West  Indies 
Mexico  and  Central 

1,033,240 

2,014,882 

916,898 

2,031*082 

America 

South  America,  East 

1,190,070 

2,991,167 

1,084,978 

2,529,008 

Coast . . 

South  America,  West 

4,369,270 

10,263,810 

5,194,616 

10,468,207 

Coast . . 

Africa,  East  Coast  and 

8,752,198 

5,352,257 

7,413,520 

4,634,420 

Cape  . . 

Africa,  North  and  West 

252,130 

781,624 

227,010 

706,393 

Coast 

1,943,132 

1,524,511 

2,154,708 

1,655,408 

East  Indies 

6,870,640 

6,317,560 

7,610,158 

5,995,181 

China  and  Japan 

904,928 

1,320,348 

659,206 

757,158 

1,124,650 

Asia  (remainder) 

421,830 

387,258 

399,358 

563,524 

Australia 

1,041,351 

405,190 

1,141,230 

South  Sea  Islands 

285,860 

121,717 

120,646 

79,060 

r— ^Total 

60,983,768 

55,303,906 

67,438,806 

54,685,598 

(1812) 
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Annex  E. — Table  of  Exportation  in  the  Years  1891-92,  excluding 

Great  Britain.  ^ 


Country. 


1891. 


1892. 


— German  porta  . . 

Northern  Europe 

Holland  and  Belgium 

ranee  . . 

Spain  and  Portugal 
_-Ttaly  and  Southern 
Europe 

„ -North  America.. 

West  Indies 
Mexico  and  Central 
America 
Venezuela  and  Colum 


Quantity. 


Cwts. 

3,600,098 

4,357,380 

850,283 

975,124 

1,437,392 

1,022,756 

11,991,792 

704,668 

636,436 


Value. 


£ 

4,109,765 

5,896,283 

1,737,205 

973,482 

2,356,537 

1,347,734 

10,485,865 

814,860 

1,723,936 


Quantity. 


Cwts. 

3,632,270 

5,080,678 

1,602,912 

768,448 

845,984 

1,672,948 

7,980,916 

755,394 

651,430 


Value. 

£ 

3,794,035 

5,254,002 

1,543,928 

774,453 

1,350,050 

1,757,290 

7,910,422 

858,978 

1,397,467 


bia 

South  America,  East 
Coast . . 

South  America,  West 
Coast 

Africa,  East  Coast  and 
Cape 

Africa,  North  and  West 
Coast . . 

East  Indies 
China  and  Japan 
Asia  (remainder) 
Australia 
South  Sea  Islands 

J Total  . . 


790,638 

1,387,573 

2,419,568 

4,770,377 

1,187,238 

1,892,033 

442,494 

680,947 

1,133,326 

2,395,270 

886,650 

200,678 

1,658,896 

135,692 

1,238,580 

1,583,710 

1,509,768 

416,156 

1,360,273 

157,428 

36,826,379 

44,442,512 

565,124 

830,267 

3,119,120 

5,469,079 

1,417,222 

2,897,710 

461,086 

754,981 

1,033,094 

1,017,576 

465,256 

1,340,377 

916,634 

1,643,740 

231,892 

467,823 

919,242 

812,185 

67,872 

112,496 

32,187,522 

39,936,859 
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Annex  F. — Table  of  Importation  from  Great  Britain  into 
Hamburg  in  the  Year  1892. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coal 

Tons  .. 

1,627,970 

£ 

1,181,960 

Coffee  . , , . 

3,229 

294,151 

Indiarubber 

1,409 

244,100 

Iron  ore.. 

79,430 

203,050 

Copper  . . 

9)  • • 

7,030 

366,153 

Furs,  skins,  &c.. . 

M • • 

472 

255,353 

Leather  . . 

i9  • • 

1,732 

293,738 

Sulphate  ammonia 

99  * • 

2^,505 

310,585 

Wool,  raw  material 

99  # * 

28,252 

2,542,000 

Shoddy  wool 

99  • • 

4,558 

318,677 

Cotton  . . 

99  • • 

6,453 

476,097 

Cotton  yarn 

))  • • 

9,217 

1,328,181 

Wool  and  yarn  . . 

99  • • 

30,612 

2,018,264 

Woollen  manufactures. . 

)*  • * 

1,576 

640,526 

Cotton  „ 

99  ' • 

4,862 

859,334 

726,006 

Machinery  . . 

99  * * 

17,263 

Other  articles  . . 

99  • • 

286,263 

6,041,550 

Herrings 

Barrels 

152,559 

213,705 

Total  . . 

2,118,833 

38,313,430 

„ 1891  .. 

2,376,000 

19,274,454 

Annex  G. — Table  of  Exportation  to  Great  Britain  from 
Hamburg  in  the  Year  1892. 


Articles 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Horses  . . . . 

Number 

10,928 

£ 

134,510 

Raw  sugar 

Tons  . . 

212,709 

3,119,876 

Crystallised  sugar 

99  * * 

111,797 

1,919,340 

Refined  sugar  . . 

99 

121,517 

2,147,428 

Butter  . . 

99  • • 

6,400 

18,778 

680,961 

Eggs 

99  • • 

749,714 

Leather . . 

99  • * 

1,022 

382,000 

Cotton  yarn 

99  • • 

3,253 

454,519 

Woollen  goods  . . 

99 

1,167 

471,690 

Hosiery  . . 

99  • • 

1,512 

434,500 

Furniture 

'9  * * 

6,075 

228,274 

Paper  . . 

99  • * 

21,393 

476,663 

G las 'Ware 

99  * * 

12,235 

306,984 

Pianos  ..  .. 

99  • • 

3,120  ' 

339,228 

Other  musical  instruments 

99  • • 

790 

105,212 

Toys 

99  • * 

2,746 

177,905 

Palm  oil.. 

99  • • 

7,940 

168,647 

Other  articles  . . 

248,925 

5,942,394 

Total  . . 

781,385 

18,239,845 

„ 1891 

799,227 

19,039,136 

Annex  H. — Comparative  Table  of  Jnte  Imports  during  the  Years  1883-92. 
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Annex  I. — Table  of  Importation  of  Live  Stock  into  Hamburg 
during  the  Year  1892. 


Oxen  and 
Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

Horses. 

Total 

Value. 

By  rail  and  river  .. 
By  sea  

136,223 

6,006 

67,306 

91 

107,017 

412 

365,419 

1,612 

675,965 

8,121 

28,778 

613 

£ 

4,651,960 

135,270 

Total  

142,229 

67,397 

107,429 

367,031 

684,086 

29,291 

... 

,,  value  £ 

1,993,971 

247,794 

194,068 

1,146,520 

3,582,353 

1,204,877 

4,787,230 

Average  Price  of  Meat  in  the  Hamburg- Altona  Central  Market 
in  Shillings  per  Cwt.  during  the  Years  1891-92. 


1891. 

1892. 

Best 

Quality. 

Good. 

Inferior. 

Best 

Quality. 

Good. 

Inferior. 

Oxen  

62  -60 

58-02 

53-20 

65-36 

59  -89 

48  -83 

Calves  

65-10 

75-64 

Pigs 

49  *51 

47-99 

41 '-45 

55  "29 

54  -52 

52-54 

Annex  J. — Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bremen  during 


r 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

From  and  to  — 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

^Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land . 

577 

323,427 

786 

682,228 

^.^Germany 

1,339 

210,647 

1,643 

256,994 

—-Other  parts  of  Europe. . 

1,10  L 

233,431 

1,046 

197,008 

^■North  America. . 

Central  and  South 
America 

356 

834,514 

251 

663,104 

83 

137,014 

69 

114,625 

West  Indies 

26 

9,717 

6 

2,904 

Africa  . . 

2 

3,229 

1 

349 

Asia 

112 

209,341 

17 

44,576 

Australia  and  Sandwich 
Islands 

13 

35,058 

17 

36,810 

-Total 

3,312 

1,996,378 

3,836 

1,998,598 

Annex  K. — Table  of  Shipping  between  the  Port  of  Bremen  and  Ports  in  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  Year  1892. 
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Annex  L. — Importation  from  Great  Britain  into  Bremen  during 

the  Year  1892. 


Articles. 

Yalue. 

£ 

Cotton,  raw,  yarn  and  twist . . 

125,405 

Wool 

1,434,884 

Other  kinds  of  yarn  . . 

69,908 

Jute  .. 

53,442 

Steel  . . . . . . . . 

18,667 

Iron  and  steel  goods . . .. 

41,142 

Machines 

46,951 

Coffee  . . 

39,666 

Tea 

34,418 

Tobacco 

4,394 

Coals  . . . . . . , , 

129,705 

Indigo..  ..  ..  .. 

28,929 

Drugs  and  chemicals. . 

33,084 

Indiarubber  ..  .. 

50,582 

Slate 

9.579 

Leather  .. 

171,633 

Miscellaneous. . . . 

290,428 

Total 

2,582,817 

Summary. 


Articles. 

Yalue. 

1892. 

1891. 

Articles  of  food 

£ 

143,893 

£ 

142,596 

Raw  materials 

1,706,251 

1,304,541 

Part  manufactured  goods  . . 

573,616 

512,149 

Manufactures 

33,419 

40,920 

Other  productions  of  industry 

124,660 

154,923 

Total 

2,581,839 

2,155,129 
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Annex  M. — Exportation  from  Bremen  to  Great  Britain  during 

the  Year  1892. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Wool 

• • 

£ 

91,010 

Shoddy  wool  . . 

• • 

7,300 

Lead  . . . . . . . • 

• • 

32,352 

Hops 

15,290 

Beer  ..  ..  ..  .. 

• < 

27,516 

Coffee  . . 

• • 

21,176 

Sugar  . . 

• 0 

602,892 

Rice  . . 

26,930 

Tobacco 

22,566 

Cigars  . . 

7,392 

Drugs  and  chemicals. . 

17,725 

Dry  colours  . . . . 

• 9 

31,107 

Starch  . . 

t • 

51,536 

Skins  and  furs 

• • 

32,690 

Glasswares 

84,519 

77,511 

Toys  ..  ..  . . 

China  . . 

• • 

48,354 

Musical  instruments . . 

• • 

• • 

11,399 

Fancy  goods  ..  ..  .. 

• • 

• • 

16,517 

Indiarubber  wares  ..  .. 

• • 

40,346 

Miscellaneous.. 

211,878 

Total 

1 378,006 

Summary. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1892. 

1891. 

Articles  of  food  , , . . 

Raw  materials  . . . . 

Part  manufactured  goods. . 
Manufactures 

Other  productions  of  industry  .. 

£ 

691,085 

2,984,714 

58,841 

24,198 

36,226 

£ 

771,092 

382,151 

28,224 

59,265 

387,025 

Total  

3,795,064 

1,627,757 

HAMBURG. 
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Annex  N. — Table  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  at  Bremen  during  the  Year  1892. 


Articles. 

Quar 

Imports. 

itity. 

Exports. 

Cotton  . . 

Cwts. . . 

3,492,237 

3,452,251 

Wool 

99 

1,324,297 

1,312,151 

Jute 

f) 

228,361 

122,404 

Hides  . . 

19 

8,750 

91,275 

Cement  . . 

99  • * 

136,806 

1,052,974 

Brick*  . . 

Pieces  . . ' 

26,874,601 

57,976 

Manure  . . 

>>  • • • • 

202,507 

158,207 

Petroleum 

» • • • • i 

2,072,631 

1,900,325 

Tobacco . . 

„ 

918,713 

952,778 

Cigars.  . . 

Thousands  . . ! 

118,325 

1,790 

Rice 

Cwts. . . 

5,601,215 

4,392,872 

Coffee  . . 

99  • • * * 

227,941 

184,937 

Flour 

1 9 * * * * 

397,522 

507,115 

Sugar 

99  • • • • 

5 

„ raw 

99  • • * # 

575,020 

574,570 

„ refined 

99  * * * * 

816,669 

351,151 

Grain 

5,707,430 

4,628,813 

Spirits  . . 

Gallons 

255,946 

1,126,070 

Beer 

ft 

416,013 

1,830,400 

(1812) 
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Price. 

1317.  Copenhagen 

• • 

..  Id. 

1375.  Taganrog  .. 

* * 

2|d. 

1318.  Lima*. 

. . 

, . 

..  Id. 

1376.  Ispahan 

# . 

• . 

4id. 

1319.  .New  York 

, # 

, . 

..  Id. 

1377.  Leghorn 

• « 

, , 

2d. 

1320.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

..  Id. 

1378.  Cagliari  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1321.  Rio  de  Janeiro 

..  3d. 

1379.  Boston 

, # 

Id. 

1322.  Reunion 

• » 

..  S\d. 

1380.  Palermo 

9 # 

3d. 

1323.  Berne 

» • 

# # 

..  Id. 

1381.  New  York  .. 

% , 

2d. 

1324.  Kiukiang 

# # 

# # 

..  Ad. 

1382.  Zanzibar 

2d. 

1325.  Resht.. 

, , 

..  3£d. 

1383.  Naples 

, . 

• * 

lid. 

1320.  Florence 

, , 

, . 

..  Id. 

1384.  Constantinople 

, , 

. , 

2d. 

1327.  Hakodate 

• <• 

, # 

..  Id. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres 

# , 

t # 

5jd. 

1328.  Paris. . 

• • 

• • 

..  2d. 

1386.  Caracas  .. 

, , 

, , 

lid. 

1329.  Paramaribo 

• t 

..  lid. 

1387.  Vienna 

# , 

1 id. 

1330.  St.  Petersburg 

* • 

..  2 pi. 

1388.  Madeira 

, # 

id. 

1331.  Patras 

. , 

..  l^d. 

1389.  Panama 

lf 

. , 

lid. 

1332.  Calais 

• » 

..  2id. 

1390.  New  Orleans 

• • 

# # 

2id. 

1333.  Loanda 

• * 

..  Id. 

1391.  Manila 

# , 

, , 

2d. 

1334.  Bordeaux 

, # 

..  2*d. 

1392.  Foochow 

9. 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog 

..  Id. 

1393.  Ningpo 

• • 

Id. 

1336.  Galveston 

..  8id. 

1394.  Chinkiang  . . 

• . 

9 , 

Id. 

1337.  Riga  .. 

, , 

..  2d. 

1395.  Tamsui 

, . 

Id. 

1338.  Batavia 

. . 

..  1^1. 

1396.  Chungking  . . 

♦ , 

. . 

lid. 

1339.  Boston 

• • 

..  lid. 

1397.  Philadelphia 

• • 

3id. 

1340.  Baltimore 

, . 

• • 

..  lid. 

1398.  Bilbao 

t • 

• • 

2id. 

1341.  Havre 

• » 

..  2 |d. 

1399.  Dunkirk 

• t 

9 # 

Id. 

1342.  Yera  Cruz 

, , 

..  Id. 

1400.  Amoy 

• • 

9 # 

lid. 

1343.  Saigon 

. . 

• • 

..  lid. 

1401.  Tainan 

• • 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm 

• • 

. . 2d. 

1402.  Ichang 

9 # 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz 

• • 

..  lid. 

1403.  Aleppo 

# , 

Id. 

1346.  Trebizond 

, , 

• • 

..  id. 

1404.  Madrid 

, * 

Id. 

1347.  Algiers 

• • 

. . 3d. 

1405.  Newchwang  . . 

• 9 

Id. 

1348.  Amapala 

. . 

• • 

..  id. 

1406.  Wenchow 

• • 

• • 

id. 

1349.  Cherbourg 

. . 

M 

..  Id. 

1407.  Pakhoi 

• • 

lid. 

1350.  Jerusalem 

* . 

..  Id. 

1408.  Hankow 

, , 

Id. 

1351.  Santiago 

, , 

• 9 

..  Id. 

1409.  Amsterdam  .. 

, , 

9 , 

Id. 

1352.  San  Jos6 

. . 

• • 

..  Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen . . 

• • 

id. 

1353.  Trieste 

# , 

..  3id. 

1411.  Damascus 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1354.  Madrid 

..  2d. 

1412.  Chefoo 

• « 

• • 

3d. 

1355.  Teneriffe 

..  id. 

1413.  Swatow 

• • 

# 9 

Id. 

1356.  Havana 

, . 

..  2d. 

1414.  Mannheim  .. 

• • 

9 9 

lid. 

1357.  Paraguay 

. . 

. . 5d. 

1415.  Fiume  .. 

, , 

9 # 

2d. 

1358.  Guayaquil 

. * 

• . 

..  4id. 

1416.  Athens 

• • 

6d. 

1359.  Cadiz 

..  lid. 

1417.  Soul  .. 

lid. 

1360.  Marseilles 

I9 

..  lid. 

1418.  Beyrout 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1361.  Brest.. 

..  Id. 

1419.  Berlin 

»* 

# # 

lid. 

1362.  Syra  . . 

1420.  Nice  . . 

3d. 

1363.  Suakin 

# , 

..  Id. 

1421.  Yokohama  .. 

lid. 

1364.  Callao 

..  Id. 

1422.  Maracaibo  .. 

, , 

. . 

Id. 

1365.  Piraeus 

• • 

..  2d. 

1423.  Tunis.. 

, , 

, , 

lid. 

1366.  Stettin 

, t 

• • 

..  2d. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

, . 

Id. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

• • 

..  2pl. 

1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

• • 

. . 

7d. 

1368.  Angora 

..  Id. 

1426.  Erzeroum 

• • 

Id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

..  2d. 

1427.  Christiania  .. 

, . 

5id. 

1370.  Genoa 

# , 

..  3id. 

1428.  Charleston  .. 

# # 

, , 

5|d. 

1371.  Batoum 

..  2d. 

1429.  Meshed 

, . 

. , 

Id. 

1372.  Rouen 

..  2id. 

1430.  Copenhagen.. 

## 

. . 

id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

# , 

..  id. 

1431.  Galveston 

, , 

, . 

2^d. 

1374.  Nantes 

.* 

.. 

lid. 

1432.  Hamburg  .. 

.. 

.. 

2 ad. 
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Consul  Cocoto  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley . 

My  Lord,  Brindisi , June  16,  1894. 
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on  the  Commerce  and  Agriculture  of  the  Province  of  Lecce  for 
the  year  1893. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  S.  G.  COCOTO. 
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Importation  and  Exportation  to  and  from  the  Ports  of  the  Province  of  Lecce,  viz.,  Brindisi,  Gallipoli,  and  Taranto, 

during  the  Years  1893-92. 
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which  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 


Port. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

1893. 

1892. 

Brindisi..  •• 

Gallipoli 
Taranto. . 

Tons. 

209,973 

26,238 

44,355 

Tons. 

63,955 

11,920 

15,609 

Tons.  | 

273,928 
38,158 
59,964 

Tons. 

296,486 

48,036 

46,461 

Total,  1893 
„ 1892 

280,566 

270,209 

91,484 

120,774 

372,050 

390,983 

390,983 

Arariations.. 

+ 10,357 

- 29,290 

- 18,933 

*• 

Brindisi. 


The  increase  in  the  maritime  operations  of  this  port,  referred 
to  in  previous  years,  has  been  maintained  as  to  numbers  and  ton- 
nage of  vessels  using  same  as  compared  with  1892  ; the  figures 
having  been  during  the  last  few  years  : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1890  

1,370 

1,222,8 58 

1891  

1,401 

1,234,356 

1892  

1,416 

1,395,463 

1893  

1,377 

1,360,336 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Brindisi  during  the  Year 

1893. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

171 

388,096 

171 

388,096 

Italian  

183 

17j480 

610 

566,510 

793 

583,990 

German  

7 

6,913 

7 

6,913 

Greek  

53 

1,951 

1 

944 

54 

2,895 

Norwegian 

3 

1,143 

3 

1,143 

Austrian  

9 

‘"959 

292 

374,677 

301 

375,636 

Montenegrin 

7 

612 

7 

612 

Turkish 

41 

1,051 

... 

... 

41 

1,051 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

293 

22,053 

1,084 

1,338,283 

1,377 

1,360,336 

preceding 

294 

20,836 

1,122 

1,374,627 

1,416 

1,395,463 

Variations 

- 1 

+ 1,217 

- 36,344 

- 39 

- 35,127 

Maritime 

operations. 


Total 

tonnage. 
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British 

trading 

steamers. 


Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels.  | 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

170 

386,264 

170 

386,264 

Italian  

183 

17,480 

609 

565,260 

792 

582,740 

German  

... 

7 

6,913 

7 

6,913 

Greek  

52 

1,933 

1 

944 

53 

2,877 

Norwegian 

3 

1,143 

3 

1,143 

Austrian  

”9 

"959 

292 

374,677 

301 

375,635 

Montenegrin 

7 

612 

7 

612 

Turkish  

41 

1,051 

41 

1,051 

Total  

292 

22,035 

1,082 

1,335,201 

i 1,374 

1,357,236 

„ for  the  year 
preceding... 

287 

20,265 

1,120 

1,372,617 

1,407 

j 1,391,930 

Variation 

+ 5 

+ 1,770 

- 38 

i - 37,416 

j - 33 

! - 34,694 

The  slight  falling-off  in  the  number  of  vessels  is  owing  to  the 
fact  that  speculators  did  not,  during  the  autumn  of  1893,  employ 
chartered  tonnage  for  the  local  trade  in  the  Adriatic,  as  in  previous 
years;  when  small  Norwegian  steamers  ran  constantly  backwards 
and  forwards  between  Venice,  Trieste,  and  Brindisi. 

The  45  British  trading  steamers  which  arrived  at  Brindisi  with 
full  cargoes  of  coal  and  pitch  had,  as  in  former  years,  to  proceed 
in  ballast  to  loading  ports,  viz.,  13  to  Russia,  11  to  Roumania,  11  to 
Constantinople,  2 to  Alexandria,  and  1 each  to  ports  in  Greece, 
Austria,  and  Spain;  2 proceeding  to  Sicilian  ports  to  load,  and  3 
to  Adriatic  ports  to  complete  discharge. 


Table  showing  the  Movement  of  all  Shipping  Entered  and  Cleared 
during  the  Year  1893. 


Year. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

1893  

1892  

585 

581 

2,166 

2,242 

2,717,572 

2,787,393 

Variation 

+ 4 

76 

- 69,821 

A small  decrease  has  occurred  in  the  imports  of  coal  and  pitch 
during  1893  as  compared  with  1892,  amounting  to  5,956  tons. 

The  importations  during  those  years  have  been : — 


Coal. 


BRINDISI. 
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Quantity. 

Importers. 

1893. 

1892. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Railways  . . 

25,897 

40,872 

Fuel  works  (including  pitch) 

P.  and  0.  Steam  Navigation  Com- 

22,056 

19,801 

pany  

30,637 

31.219 

Navigazione  Generale  Italiana  .. 

38,064 

32,729 

Private  importers  . . 

7,837 

5,826 

Total 

124,491 

130,447 

Coal 

importers. 


The  above  124,491  tons  includes  3,544  tons  of  pitch  for  use  in 
the  manufacture  of  patent  fuel. 

The  Italian  Government  imported  no  coal  during  1893  for  the 
use  of  Government  vessels. 

The  falling-off  is  entirely  in  the  coal  imported  by  the  railway 
company,  the  importance  of  which  is  dependent  on  the  traffic 
requirements  of  the  railway  lines  meeting  at  the  Brindisi  Station. 

The  coal  imports  to  Brindisi  have  been  : — 


Country. 

Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

1891. 

Great  Britain  . . 
France  . . 
Belgium 
Austria  . . 

Tons. 

119,522 

1,082 

3,143 

744 

Tons. 

128,622 

661 

1,164 

Tons. 

117,713 

1,312 

*683 

Total 

124,491 

130,447 

119,658 

The  importation  of  a cargo  of  Belgian  coal  by  the  P.  and  0. 

Steam  Navigation  Company,  consisting  of  2,336  tons  of  coal,  and 
807  tons  patent  fuel,  took  place  during  the  miners’  strike,  and  has 
not  been  repeated. 

British  shipowners  for  many  years  past  have  preferred  Brindisi  Despatch 
as  a discharging  port  for  coal  cargoes  in  consequence  of  the  rapid  money 
discharge  ships  received,  possibly  equalled  by  Malta  and  Port  Said,  exacfced  on 
but  unsurpassed  elsewhere ; and  were  willing  to  take  a low  rate  of  C°a  cargoeSj 
freight  in  consideration  of  the  facilities  thus  offered. 

Unfortunately,  the  railway  company  and  the  Navigazione 
Generale  Italiana,  two  important  receivers  of  coal  cargoes,  have 
recently  adopted  the  system  of  exacting  the  payment  of  despatch 
money,  or,  in  default,  detaining  the  vessels  uselessly  the  whole  of 
their  charter  party  time,  with  the  result  that  Brindisi  is  fast  losing 
its  good  name  as  a port  offering  special  advantages,  freights  having 
fallen  to  a minimum  figure,  a difficulty  is  now  being  felt  in  finding 
tonnage  for  Brindisi,  except  at  enhanced  rates  of  freight. 
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This  short- sighted  policy  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  consignees 
of  coal  cargoes  can  only  be  the  result  of  misapprehension,  the 
hitherto  prevailing  low  rates  of  freight  depended  on  the  fact  of 
certain  facilities  existing,  such  facilities  being  now  dependent  on 
the  payment  of  heavy  sums  for  despatch,  have  ceased  to  exist  and 
the  port  has  lost  its  good  name. 

I may  instance  that  the  P.  and  0.  Steam  Navigation  Company 
despatch  a collier  with  about  3,000  tons  of  coal  in  2 days  without 
exacting  despatch,  and  consequently  get  ships  for  from  9 d.  to  Is. 
a ton  less  than  other  receivers. 

The  British  shipping  which  has  used  the  port  of  Brindisi 
during  1893  may  be  thus  classified 


1 

1893. 

1892. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

! 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

P.  and  0.  Steam  Naviga- 

tion Company — 

Brindisi  - Alexandria 
line 

London,  India,  China, 

15 

28,303 

23 

41,316 

and  Australia  ser- 

vices 

103 

286,394 

102 

268,304 

Cunard  Company 

4 

5,615 

8 

10,249 

Vessels  coal  laden 

46 

65,115 

51 

63,061 

„ in  ballast  or 

for  orders 

3 

2,669 

4 

5,230 

Total,  1893 

171 

388,096 

188 

388,160 

„ 1892 

188 

j 388,160 

«• 

•• 

Variation  . . 

1 - 17 

64 

•• 

•• 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  vessels  is  owing  to  the  partial 
discontinuance  of  the  P.  and  0.  Company’s  Alexandria  line,  and 
a diminution  in  the  number  of  Cunard  steamers  which  have  used 
the  port  owing  to  shortness  of  trade.  The  tonnage  has  been  main- 
tained by  the  increasing  dimensions  of  the  steamers  employed  on 
the  P.  and  0.  Company’s  mail  services,  &c. 

The  following  represents  the  movement  of  passengers  so  far  as 
I have  been  able  to  ascertain  the  same. 
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Passenger  Movement  at  the  Port  of  Brindisi  during  the 

Year  1893. 


Service. 

Number. 

Arrived. 

Landed. 

Embarked. 

Sailed. 

P.  and  0.  Steam  Naviga- 
tion Company — 
London,  India,  China, 
and  Australia  lines  .. 

13,556 

2,549 

2,689 

13,696 

Alexandria  line  •• 

357 

653 

Navigazione  Generale — 
Greek-Turkish  lines  . . 

4,082 

2,857 

Alexandria  line 

* 441 

247 

269 

324 

Austrian  Lloyds — 
Alexandria  line 

2,512 

797 

456 

1,752 

Total 

16,509 

8,032 

5,924 

15,772 

The  fortnightly  free  service  instituted  by  the  P.  and  0.  Com- 
pany on  the  cessation  of  their  mail  contract  with  the  Italian 
Government,  between  Italian  ports  and  Egypt,  though  maintained 
regularly  between  Genoa,  Naples,  and  Alexandria,  lias  only  been 
carried  on  between  Brindisi  and  Alexandria  during  those  seasons 
of  the  year  when  there  was  an  extraordinarily  large  number  of 
passengers  outward  and  homeward  bound. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  tourist  element  preferred  Genoa  and 
Naples  as  ports  of  embarkation  to  Brindisi,  and  the  P.  and  O. 
Company’s  passengers  to  and  from  Egypt  during  1893  have  been 
mostly  tourists. 

The  Navigazione  Generale  Italiana,  commonly  known  as  the 
Florio  Company,”  has  much  improved  the  steamers  running  fort- 
nightly between  the  Adriatic  ports  and  Alexandria.  This  line  and 
the  Austrian  Lloyd  weekly  Alexandria  service  have  both  been 
abundantly  patronised  by  the  travelling  public. 

As  compared  with  the  3 preceding  years  the  following- 
passengers  have  used  the  P.  and  0.  Company’s  main  lines 
hence : — 


Year. 

Number. 

Arrived. 

Landed. 

Embarked. 

Sailed. 

1893  i 

1892  

1891 

1890  

13,556 
14,016 
13,025 
; 13,726 

2,549 

2,309 

2,769 

3,452 

2,689 

2,523 

2,671 

3,473 

13,696 

14,234 

12,927 

13,615 

Compared  with — 

1892  

1891 

1890  

- 460 

, + 531 

! - 170 

| + 244 

i - 220 

- 903 

+ 166 
18 

- 784 

- 538 

+ 769 

+ 81 

JO 
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British  crews. 


Mail  services. 


From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  falling-off  in  the  num- 
ber of  passengers  who  have  used  the  P.  and  0.  main  lines  has  not 
been  important  as  compared  with  former  years,  particularly  taking 
into  consideration  that  the  company  run  a fortnightly  outward 
line  from  London  to  Naples  and  Calcutta,  meeting  the  steamers 
employed  on  the  Genoa- Alexandria  line  at  Naples,  and  a home- 
ward line  from  India  to  Marseilles  and  London. 

The  aggregate  number  of  British  crews  which  visited  Brindisi 
during  1893,  as  compared  with  preceding  years,  has  been : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Seamen. 

1893.. 

.. 

• • 

26,128 

1892.. 

26,812 

1891.. 

28,630 

1890.. 

28,398 

The  falling-off  under  this  head  is  explained  by  the  diminution 
in  the  P.  and  0.  Company’s  services,  and  the  diminished  number 
of  calls  of  Cunard  steamers ; it  would  have  been  greater  but  for 
the  heavier  tonnage  and  more  numerous  crews  of  the  P.  and  0. 
Company’s  steamers  now  employed  on  the  main  line  mail  services. 

The  trade  with  America  hence  remains  as  in  1892,  no  improve- 
ment, so  far,  having  taken  place. 

The  mail  services  hence  to  Greece  have  undergone  modifica- 
tion. 

The  Italian  mail  steamers  leave  twice  weekly;  once  for  Corfu 
and  Patras  on  Sundays,  and  once  for  Corfu,  Patras,  Piraeus,  and 
Constantinople  on  Wednesdays. 

The  Austrian  Lloyd  run  a weekly  steamer  on  Sunday  to  Corfu, 
Patras,  Piraeus,  and  Constantinople. 

All  the  above  steamers  leave  at  midnight  after  the  arrival  of 
the  evening  mail  train. 

The  Austrian  Lloyd  run  a weekly  service  on  Saturdays  and  the 
Navigazione  General  e Italiana  a fortnightly  service  on  alternate 
Thursdays  to  Alexandria. 

The  Austrian  Lloyd  run  a four-weekly  service  hence  to  Port 
Said,  Aden,  and  Bombay ; and  in  July,  1894,  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment purpose  instituting  a similar  Italian  service  to  connect 
Adriatic  ports  and  Bombay. 

A new  service  under  contract  with  the  Italian  Government  has 
been  inaugurated  between  Brindisi,  ports  on  the  Albanian  and 
Dalmatian  coast,  and  Ancona,  starting  fortnightly  from  Brindisi 
to  Yalona. 

A weekly  service  under  the  Austrian  flag  is  maintained 
between  Ragusa  and  Brindisi. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  almost  daily  steamers 
coasting  to  and  from  Cette,  Marseilles,  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Naples, 
Sicilian  and  Calabrian  ports  on  the  one  hand,  and  Fiume,  Trieste, 
Venice,  Ancona,  and  Bari  on  the  other,  connecting  with  other  lines 
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running  to  all  parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  Northern  Europe,  North 
and  South  America,  making  Brindisi  the  centre  of  a large  web  of 
commercial  communications. 

The  steamers  performing  these  services  belong  to  the  Naviga- 
zione  Generale  Italiana,  the  Puglia  Company,  the  Adria  Company 
of  Bari,  and  the  Adria  Company  (Hungarian)  of  Fiume. 

The  movement  of  mails  shipped  by  and  landed  from  the  ^india^8^03 
steamers  of  the  P.  and  0.  Company,  under  contract  with  H.M.’s  china  and 
Government,  was  as  follows  during  1893-92  : — Australia. 


Nationality. 

1893. 

1892. 

Landed. 

Shipped. 

Landed. 

Shipped. 

Bags. 

Bags. 

Bags. 

Bags. 

British 

15,187 

54,198 

14,794 

44,906 

French 

1,405 

4,043 

1,386 

3,751 

Dutch  . . 

422 

1,177 

378 

d 

Swiss 

329 

305 

292 

1 

German 

840 

3,637 

717 

9,149 

Austrian 

246 

1,600 

172 

I 

Italian  . . 

1,681 

5,375 

1,105 

J 

Total 

20,110 

70,335 

18,844 

57,806 

An  increase  of  1,266  bags  landed,  and  12,529  bags  shipped,  and  a 
total  increase  of  nearly  20  per  cent,  between  1893  and  1892. 

The  following  gives  the  movement  of  international  mails  Mail  statistic* 
between  Italy,  Greece,  and  Turkey,  vi&  Brindisi,  during  1893-92.  with  Greece 

and  Turkey. 


Royal  Mail  Services. 

1893. 

1892. 

Arrived. 

Despatched. 

Arrived. 

Despatched. 

Bags. 

Bags. 

Bags. 

Bags. 

Italian,  thrice  each  week 

till  October,  1893, 

twice  since  . . 

4,434 

9,618 

8,557 

11,027 

Austrian,  weekly 

1,809 

1,621 

2,986 

1,839 

Tolal  .. 

6,243 

11,239 

11,543 

v 

12,866 

Grand  total 

17,482 

24,409 

The  diminution  is  to  be  attributed  to  a falling-off  in  the  mails 
for  Turkey,  a larger  proportion  of  which  is  now  sent  overland  via 
Vienna. 

The  mails  to  Egypt  during  1893  were  as  follows : — 


Mails  to 
Egypt. 
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Export. 


Departures. 

Arrivals. 

Total 

Number 

Number. 

Number 
of  Bags,  j 

Number. 

Number 
of  Bags. 

of  Bags. 

Austrian  Lloyds 

52 

5,032 

52 

2,848 

778 

.. 

Navigazione  G.I.  . . 

26 

2,159 

26 

•• 

Total  . . 

•• 

7,191 

•• 

3,626 

10,817 

.Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Brindisi  during  the 

Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine 

Tons 

8,126 

£ 

138,861 

6,586 

£ 

84,300 

Oil  

436 

21,333 

42,800 

825 

36,291 

Figs  

3,567 

3,375 

40,506 

Earths  

2 

4 

Pottery  

139 

1,668 

"58 

1,007 

Drugs  ... 

1 

9 

1 

73 

Soap  

9 

189 

Sulphur 

„ 

"‘40 

128 

Grain  

’ll 

198 

Maccaroni 

n ••• 

*”  6 

*112 

Seeds  



”ll 

106 

Corals  

71,547 

61,860 

Silk  (silkworm  eggs) 

*646 

6,798 

1,148 

Locust  leans 

Tons 

16 

63 

Hats  

Number  ... 

400 

19 

*249 

”’ll 

Empty  casks 

Hectolitres  j 

9,143 

2,560 

1,901 

532 

Argols  

Tons 

275 

14,279 

318 

12,701 

Other  articles  ... 

1,212 

27,804 

465 

32,335 

Total,  1893 

Hectolitres 
Number  ... 

9,143 

400 

| 327,985 

r 1,901 

{ 249 

| 271,257 

” ;; 

Tons 

14,466 

L 11,659 

„ 1892 

... 

271,257 

Variation 

+ 56,728 

Brindisi 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Brindisi  during  the  import 
Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Wines  and  spirits 

Tons 

4 

163 

6 

430 

Oil  

9 

262 

15 

456 

Petroleum  

262 

2,197 

155 

1,052 

Coffee  

75 

6,872 

83 

7,599 

Sugar  

169 

3,433 

123 

1 2,156 

Sulphates 

38 

975 

22 

262 

Chemicals  

... 

1 

105 

28 

447 

Dyes  and  indigo 

,, 

41 

8,460 

34 

16,301 

Firewood 

240 

230 

232 

223 

Timber  

2,579 

5,983 

4,056 

11,356 

Furniture  

12 

787 

18 

1,092 

Bushes  

274 

2,194 

537 

4,294 

Wallpapers  

2 

136 

2 

138 

Ironwork  

87 

2,804 

91 

2,316 

Coal  

... 

124,491 

149,389 

130,447 

114,79 

Cereals  

1,980 

15,863 

3,576 

25,878 

Machinery  

8 

850 

3 

278 

Empty  casks  

Hectolitres 

1,579 

442 

4,673 

1,308 

Animals 

Number  ... 

4,133 

22,169 

6,573 

42,463 

Game,  poultry,  and  fish 

Tons 

96 

3,214 

24 

934 

Other  articles  

„ 

418 

67,534 

697  1 

78,384 

Total,  1893 

Hectolitres 

1,579 

h 

f 4,673 

'l 

ji  »» 

Number  ... 

4,133 

^ 294,062 

« 6,573 

Y 312,160 

» »» 

Tons 

130,766 

J 

L 151,395 

J 

„ 1892 

| 312,160 

Variation 

j-  18,098 

...  j 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  exports  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  Variation  of 
to  an  augmented  exportation  of  wine.  exports  and 

The  decrease  in  imports  is  mainly  to  be  found  under  the  head-  imPorts- 
ings  of  coffee,  indigo,  timber,  rushes,  cereals,  animals,  and  sundry 
articles ; this  diminution  is  to  a certain  degree  compensated  by 
an  increase  in  the  value  of  coal  importations. 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Brindisi  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries  during  the 


Years  1893-92. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

America 

£ 

8,036 

£ 

23,413 

£ 

3,267 

£ 

1,620 

Austria  . . 

150,395 

44,516 

39,337 

33,906 

Belgium 

431 

3,771 

236 

Egypt 

44,281 

26,361 

318 

1,049 

3,301 

France  . . 

219 

1,892 

4,983 

Germany  . . 

823 

35,380 

15,569 

16,615 

Great  Britain  .. 

10,177 

20,590 

159,618 

152,323 

Greece  . . 

3,955 

16,353 

3,947 

3,525 

India  .. 

10,710 

2,085 

17,609 

16,505 

„ (corals)  . . 

68,554 

61,860 

. . 

# # 

J a pan  . . . . . . 

. . 

350 

. . 

49 

Russia  . . 

24 

4,035 

2,344 

5,280 

Turkey  . . . . 

5,000 

15,425 

27,582 

82,073 

Other  countries 

22,819 

19,919 

12,946 

13,435 

Total  . . 

324,993 

271,066 

288,931 

333,851 

„ 1892  .. 

271,066 

333,851 

•• 

Variation 

+ 53,927 

•• 

- 44,920 

•• 

Coastwise  Trade  of  Brindisi  for  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Exports. 

! Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Flour 

Tons. 

Tons. 

3,782 

Tons. 

Tons. 

4,399 

Sugar 

. . 

181 

• • 

612 

Timber 

310 

. , 

536 

Ironwork 

# , 

1,710 

250 

Sulphur.. 

• • 

1,087 

, . 

3,000 

Cottons . . 

, , 

2,769 

3,301 

Hides  . . 

37 

56 

, # 

400 

Oil  

1,980 

. . 

5,850 

. # 

Cereals  . . . . 

2,624 

4,506 

# # 

Fruit  . . 

2,104 

2,837 

8,138 

, , 

Wine 

. # 

19,683 

Other  articles  . . 

32,465 

31,815 

15,178 

48,0,0 

Total 

42,047 

41,710 

53,355 

60,498 

„ 1892 

53,355 

60,498 

Variation 

oo 

o 

CO 

1— I 
1 

- 18,788 

•• 

•• 

BRINDISI, 
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This  was  brought  and  taken  away  by — • 


1893. 

1892. 

1 

Loaded. 

Unloaded.  J 

1 

Loaded. 

Unloaded. 

Sailing  vessels  , • 
Steamers 

•• 

Tons. 

9,423 

32,624 

Tons. 

2,601 

39,109 

Tons. 

215 

53,140 

Tons. 

1,664 

68,834 

Total  . . 

•• 

42,047 

41,710 

53,355 

60,498 

The  carrying  trade  between  Brindisi  and  foreign  countries  may 
be  similarly  summarised  : — 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Coal 

Cereals  ..  .. 

Timber  . . 

Olive  oil 
Wine  ..  , . 

Fruit  . . . . 

Pottery 
Sundries 

Total 

Grand  total 

Tons. 

*513 

5,289 

3,589 

| 12,519 

Tons. 

124,491 

2,577 

Tons. 

• • 

*824 

6,585 

3,276 

52 

11,384 

Tons. 

130,447 

3,577 

4,052 

22, 436 

21,908 

V 

168,263 

/ 

22,121 

1 160,512 

j 

190,171 

182,633 

This  was  brought  and  taken 

away  as  follows 

1893. 

1892. 

Loaded. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Unloaded. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Sailing  vessels  . 

800 

5,479 

419 

1,589 

Steamers 

21,108 

162,784 

21,702 

158,923 

Total 

21,908 

168,263 

22,121 

1 

160,512 

(1811) 
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Commerce  of 
1393  was 
unsatisfactory. 

Dredging. 


Proposed 
completion  of 
necessary 
harbour  im- 
provements : 
deferred 
payment  of 
cost  of  same. 


Theatre. 

Acqueducts. 


The  gross  results  of  the  year  being : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Total. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1 893  

209,973 

63,955 

273,928 

1892  .. 

221,010 

75,476 

296,486 

Variation  .. 

- 11,037 

- 11,521 

- 22,558 

The  year  1893  compares  unfavourably  with  1892,  the  falling- 
off  in  both  exports  and  imports  affecting  the  great  majority  of 
articles  ; the  general  stagnation  in  trade  has  not  spared  Brindisi. 

But  little  dredging  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  1893, 
the  contractor,  early  in  the  current  year,  having  promptly  worked 
out  the  amount  of  the  parliamentary  vote  for  the  year,  transferred 
the  whole  of  his  dredging  material  to  Barletta,  where  he  is 
working. 

Early  in  the  year  1893,  the  Mayor  of  Brindisi,  Cav.  E.  Dionisi, 
did  his  best  to  initiate  an  agreement  between  the  Government, 
the  province,  the  town  of  Brindisi,  and  the  harbour  works  con- 
tractor; having  for  its  object  the  prompt  completion  of  the  works 
needed  to  render  the  inner  harbour  more  easily  accessible  to  vessels 
of  the  very  heaviest  draught  of  water ; and  to  provide  adequate 
coaling  quays  for  the  use  of  steamers  coaling  here  regularly,  such 
as  the  P.  and  0.  Company  and  the  Navigazione  Generale  Italiana, 
in  lieu  of  the  present  inconvenient  arrangement  of  coaling  in  the 
channel  connecting  the  inner  and  outer  ports.  The  works  would 
have  comprehended  the  building  of  about  650  yards  length  of  deep 
water  quays,  and  the  entire  removal  of  the  “ Eico  ” shoal  in  the 
outer  harbour,  and  were  estimated  to  cost  80,000/.  or  there- 
abouts. 

The  contractor  was  understood  to  be  disposed  to  accept  deferred 
payments  for  the  said  works,  but  a ministerial  crisis,  followed  by 
a municipal  crisis  at  Brindisi,  caused  the  negotiations  to  fall  into 
abeyance. 

This  year  Sig.  Dionisi  is  again  Mayor,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  he  will  be  able  to  recommence  and  carry  the  negotiations  to 
a successful  issue.  In  view  of  the  increasing  dimensions  and 
tonnage  of  the  vessels  which  perform  H.B.M.’s  mail  service  to  and 
from  this  port,  of  colliers  and  steamers  generally,  the  works  pro- 
jected cannot  but  be  deemed  to  be  of  primary  utility. 

The  works  of  this  edifice  interrupted  during  the  municipal 
crisis  are  now  being  continued. 

Negotiations  are  still  pending  in  regard  to  this  work,  but  no 
definite  steps  are  being  taken  to  commence  works,  the  municipality 
are  now  paying  the  “ Societa  Italiana  per  Condo tte  d’acqua  of 
Borne  ” the  cost  of  the  surveys  made  to  serve  as  a basis  of  all 
projects ; so  that  it  will  be  free  to  treat  with  any  firm  it  pleases. 


B KINDIS  I. 
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In  my  report  of  May  20,  1893,  for  the  year  1892,  printed  under 
No.  1248,  I gave  detail  of  the  various  projects,  and  cannot  but 
think  that  the  same  might  prove  satisfactory  to  British  enterprise. 

I regret  to  say  that  absence  of  funds  delays  the  consideration  Drainage, 
of  this  much-needed  work.  The  improvement  in  public  health 
which  must  inevitably  result  from  the  completion  of  a system  of 
drainage  would  certainly  he  enormous. 

In  my  last  report  I mentioned  that  a joint  stock  company  had  Electric 
been  formed  to  undertake  the  town  lighting.  I am  happy  to  say  Ig  ing’ 
that  this  project  has  been  carried  into  effect,  and  that  since 
October,  1893,  the  whole  of  the  town  has  been  lit  by  electricity, 
not  even  the  most  out-of-the-way  slum  being  without  its  electric 
lamp. 

The  works  are  situate  near  the  railway  station,  having  been 
built  expressly;  two  100  H.P.  inexplodible  boilers  have  been 
supplied  by  Messrs.  F.  Tosi  and  Company,  of  Legnano,  who  have 
also  supplied  two  100  H.P.  and  one  25  H.P.  engines. 

The  100  H.P.  engines,  each  drive  two  50  H.P.  gramme 
dynamos,  working  in  series,  supplied  by  the  Edison  Company,  of 
Milan,  each  couple  being  of  the  capacity  of  1,000  16-candle  power 
incandescent  lamps. 

The  25  H.P.  engine  drives  a 30  arc  lamp  Thompson  Houston 
dynamo,  whilst  another  engine  of  10  H.P.  drives  a 20  arc  lamp 
dynamo  by  the  same  makers. 

At  the  present  moment  the  company  supplies  20  arc  lamps  of 
1.200  candle  power,  for  the  principal  streets  and  quay,  and  240 
incandescent  lamps  for  secondary  thoroughfares,  and  about  700  in- 
candescent lamps  for  hotels,  cafes,  restaurants,  and  private 
residences ; but  the  demand  for  light  is  increasing  as  the  popula- 
tion becomes  accustomed  to  it,  so  that  the  company  will  in  all 
probability  require  to  lay  down  another  100  H.P.  boiler  and  engine, 
and  two  other  50  H.P.  dynamos  to  enable  them  to  supply  all  re- 
quirements, and  at  the  same  time  maintain  spare  machinery  ready 
in  case  of  accident. 

The  energy  for  the  incandescent  illumination  is  conveyed  by 
triple  cable  to  six  principal  points  of  the  city,  whence  it  is  dis- 
tributed. The  private  consumers  lighting  being  supplied  by 
separate  systems  of  wiring  from  that  employed  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  public  street  illumination. 

The  three  wire  system  is  universally  applied  for  the  incandes- 
cent service,  this  being  carried  out  in  the  interior  lighting  of 
houses. 

The  company,  though  formed  in  a great  measure  by  foreign 
capital,  has  deemed  it  expedient  to  avail  of  Italian  manufactured 
machinery  where  possible. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  except  the  two  Thompson  Houston 
dynamos  from  the  United  States,  and  the  leather  belting  from 
Messrs.  Fleming  and  Company’s  Works,  Halifax,  Yorkshire,  the 
whole  of  the  machinery  and  materials  used  are  of  Italian  manu- 
facture ; they  work  perfectly  and  give  the  most  entire  satisfaction. 

Experienced  English  engineers  and  electricians,  who  have 
(1811)  b 2 
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Lighthouse?. 


Movement  of 
shipping. 


visited  the  works,  have  expressed  the  most  unqualified  approval  of 
the  machinery  and  the  installation  generally. 

The  Italian  Government  has  carried  into  effect  important 
changes  in  the  lights  of  this  port,  with  the  result  that  vessels 
entering  the  port  at  night,  find  red  lights  on  the  right  hand  side 
and  green  lights  on  the  left. 

When  leaving  the  port  at  night,  a newly  erected  light  serves  as 
a guide  for  the  outer  harbour  fairway ; this  will  be  of  considerable 
assistance  to  mariners  ; as,  until  the  complete  removal  of  the  Fico 
shoal  opens  a new  straight  fairway  from  the  inner  harbour  channel 
to  the  lighthouse  on  the  Petagne  Piocks,  the  existing  fairway 
required  such  a light  in  view  of  the  increased  tonnage  and  dimen- 
sions of  steamers  using  the  port. 

At  St.  Cataldo,  20  miles  from  Brindisi,  there  is  shoal  water  to  a 
considerable  distance  from  shore ; and  no  proper  light  existing, 
many  ships  grounded  on  the  coast,  some  becoming  total  losses. 
The  Italian  Government  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  H.M.’s 
Embassy  has  now  decided  to  erect  a lighthouse  of  the  4th  class, 
which,  visible  at  a distance  of  12  miles,  will  be  a valid  assistance 
to  mariners. 


Gallipoli. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Zarb  reports  as  follows  - 

The  movement  of  shipping  during  1893  has  but  slightly  fallen 
from  the  numbers  it  had  attained  during  1892  ; the  tonnage, 
however,  instead  of  falling  in  a similar  ratio,  has  augmented  in 
consequence  of  the  marked  increase  in  the  tonnage  of  vessels  now 
engaged  on  the  coastwise  trade. 

During  the  past  3 years  the  following  vessels  have  entered  and 
cleared : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1893  . . 

1,242 

438,326 

1892  

1,328 

431,034 

1891  

1,042 

392,662 

BRINDISI 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Gallipoli  during  the  Year 

1893. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

12 

1,157 

1 

1,126 

13 

2,283 

Italian  

1 328 

17,977 

248 

194,089 

576 

212,066 

Austrian  

10 

743 

3 

2,193 

13 

2,936 

Danish  

1 

133 

1 

133 

German  

*1 

*’*436 

1 

436 

Greek  

*12 

*139 

12 

139 

Norwegian 

*3 

1,048 

3 

1,018 

Turkish  

2 

122 

2 

122 

Total 

365 

20,271 

256 

198,892 

621 

219,163 

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

390 

22,357 

274 

193,210 

664 

215,567 

Difference 

— 25 

- 2,086 

- 18 

+ 5,682 

+ 3,596 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels,  i 

Tons. 

British  

12 

1,157 

1 

1,126 

13 

2,283 

Italian  

328 

17,977 

248 

194,089 

576 

212,066 

Austrian  

10 

743 

3 

2,193 

13 

2,936 

Danish  

1 

133 

1 

133 

German  

...  | 

*1 

’**436 

1 

436 

Greek  

12 

*139 

* 12 

139 

Norwegian 

*3 

1,048 

3 

1,048 

Turkish  

2 

I 

2 

122 

Total  

365 

20,271 

256 

198,892 

621 

219,163 

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

390 

22,357 

274 

193,210 

664 

215,567 

Difference 

- 25 

I - 2,086 

- 18 

+ 5,682 

- 43 

+ 3,596 

The  trade,  coastwise,  has  been  during  1893 — 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Unloaded,  i 

Loaded. 

Unloaded,  i 

Loaded. 

Tons. 

'Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Flour  . . 

3,400 

2,447 

Cereals  . . 

. . 

. . 

1,113 

1,113 

Timber  . . 

1,700 

. . 

2,360 

. . 

Oil 

5,800 

985 

2,807 

Sulphur. . 

1,200 

. . 

. . 

17,000 

Wine  . . . . . . 

12,500 

Other  articles  ... 

4,386 

2,580 

9,118 

2,430 

Total  . . 

10,686 

20,880 

... 

16,023 

23,350 

Grand  total 

31,566 

39,373 

Trade 

coastwise. 
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ITALY 


International 

trade. 


British 

shipping. 

Italian 

shipping, 


This  was  brought  and  taken  away  by— 


1893. 

1892. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Sailing  vessels  . . 
Steamers 

Tons. 

5,899 

4,787 

Tons. 

7,074 

13,806 

Tons. 

9,485 

6,538 

Tons. 

11,925 

11,425 

Total  . . 

10,686 

20,880 

16,023 

23,350 

> 

Grand  total 

31,563 

39,373 

The  international  trade  during  the  same  period  has  been — 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Unloaded. 

I 

Loaded. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Timber  . . 

800 

, , 

1,216 

Petroleum 

210 

, , 

337  | 

, # 

Coffee  . . . , 

. . 

# . 

34  J 

Olive  oil 

, , 

1,547 

4,596 

Fruit 

, , 

1,669 

2,000 

Wine 

, # 

1,112 

, # 

42 

Other  articles  .. 

224 

1,030 

371 

67 

Total  . . 

1,234  | 

5,358 

1,958 

6,705 

v 

J 

i. 

Grand  total 

6,592 

8,663 

which  was  brought  and  taken  away  by— 


1893. 

1892. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Sailing  vessels  . . 
Steamers  . . • * 

Tons. 

1,234 

Tons. 

4,289 

1,068 

Tons. 

1,002 

956 

Tons. 

5,200 

1,505 

Total  . . 

1,234 

5,357 

3,958 

6,705 

Grand  total  . . i 

i 

6,591 

8,663 

The  number  of  British  vessels  which  called  at  Gallipoli  during 
the  year  was  two  less  than  in  1892. 

Notwithstanding  that  Italian  steamer  lines  have  maintained 
their  regular  services  at  Gallipoli,  it  does  not  appear  that  such  ex- 
tensive facilities  have  beeii  compensated  by  increase  in  trade. 
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Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Goods. 

Tons. 

1893  

1,003 

422,485 

38,158 

1892  

1,328 

431,034 

48,033 

1891 

1,042 

392,662 

42,519 

4 


Olive  oil  shipments  have  been  as  follows  during  the  past 
years : — 


Olive  oil 
shipments. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

1893  

4,368 

157,248 

1892  

5,092 

182,009 

1891 

6,519 

241,279 

1890  

4.633 

183,509 

Wine  exportation  during  the  past  4 years  from  the*  port  of  Wine  exports. 
Gallipoli  has  been  as  follows - 


Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

Coastwise  . . . . 

International  . . 

Tons. 

12,500 

1,112 

Tons. 

17,000 

42 

Tons. 

8,993 

50 

Tons. 

11,240 

6 

Total 

13,612 

17,042 

9,043 

11,246 

~ ITALY, 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Gallipoli  during  the 
Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Timber  . . 

2,580 

7,640 

3,498 

8,395 

Iron  and  metals 

430 

8,084 

145 

2,700 

Sugar  .. 

111 

2,708 

110 

2,686 

Coffee  . . 

11 

938 

23 

1,980 

Codfish  . . 

80 

1,650 

120 

2,400 

Sardines 

20 

600 

9 

311 

Petroleum 

374 

4,719 

318 

3,120 

Pepper  and  drugs 

2 

167 

4 

240 

Rice 

8 

119 

8 

120 

Staves  and  hoops 

3,649 

6,717 

2,483 

4,866 

Sulphur.. 

745 

2,128 

1,809 

5,607 

Cotton,  hemp,  and  flax 

384 

9,868 

421 

| 10,450 

Cereals  . . 

1,912 

13,722 

2,069 

15,946 

FJour 

1,459 

17,852 

2,759 

34,487 

Butter  and  cheese 

10 

1,307 

16 

1,034 

Hides  . . 

233 

15,564 

126 

8,140 

Paper  and  books 

1 

38 

4 

156 

Chestnuts  and  potatoes 

57 

159 

160 

800 

Bricks  and  marbles  . . 

37 

99 

72 

180 

Coal 

, # 

175 

262 

Textiles..  .. 

7 

1,818 

15 

2,844 

Other  articles  . . 

41 

1,400 

87 

2,735 

Total 
„ 1892 

Variation 

12,157 

14,431 

96,797 

109,459 

14,431 

109,459 

- 2,274 

- 12,662 

•• 

•• 

Return  of  all  Articles  of  Export  from  Gallipoli  during  the 

Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

' 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Olive  oil 

4,368 

157,248 

5,092 

182,009 

Wine 

17,001 

128,158 

14,340 

46,306 

Empty  casks  . . 

1,887 

4,100 

857 

2,260 

Dried  figs 

2,630 

16,086 

2,161 

15,860 

Olive  husks 

3,386 

| 1,306 

976 

398 

Cereals  . . 

363 

1,527 

115 

513 

Flour  

14 

166 

, , 

, . 

Grapes  . . 

475 

1,258 

. . 

Spirit 

184 

5,197 

1,062 

21,657 

Wool 

6 

274 

. . 

Other  articles  . . 

20 

432 

10 

215 

Total  . . 

30,334 

315,752 

24,613 

269,218 

„ 1892 

24,613 

269,218 

Variation 

+ 5,721 

1 + 46,534 

! 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Gallipoli  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Country. 

Experts. 

| 

Imports. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . . 

160,312 

110,908 

938 

1,911 

Italy 

99,037 

108,638 

34,721 

57,489 

France  ..  .. 

15,470 

11,263 

117 

482 

Austria  . . 

10,130 

16,583 

55,598 

44,963 

Russia  . . . . . . 

21,473 

17,490 

, , 

Germany 

Switzerland 

2,900 

1,701 

644 

# . 

1 ,666 

1.214 

60 

, , 

America 

4,364 

•• 

471 

3,719 

4,614 

Greece  . . 

127 

. , 

Other  countries 

400 

823 

•• 

Total 

315,752 

269,218  i 

96,797 

109,45 

„ 1892 

269,218 

109,459 

:• 

Variation  . , 

+ 46,534  1 

- 12,662 

•• 

Taranto. 


The  post  of  British  Vice-Consul  at  Taranto  being  vacant,  I 
have  been  able  to  collect  the  following  information  as  to  commerce 
and  navigation  only  : — 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Taranto  during  the  Years 

1893-92. 

Entebed. 


Description. 

Sailing 

Vessels. 

Steamers. 

Total. 

Crews. 

Tonnage. 

Coastwise  

187 

187 

374 

7,771 

175,819 

International  

8 

12 

20 

318 

14,300 

Total  

195 

199 

394 

8,089 

190,119 

,,  1892  

262 

177 

439 

7 ,558 

176,399 

Difference  

- 67 

+ 22 

- 45 

+ 531 

+ 13,720 

Cleabed. 


Description. 

Sailing 

Vessels. 

Steamers. 

Total. 

Crews. 

Tonnage. 

Coastwise  

186 

187 

373 

7,808 

176,332 

International  

...  I 5 

12 

17 

294 

13,181 

Total  

...j  191 

199 

390 

8,102 

189,513 

„ 1892  ... 

250 

171 

421 

7,355 

169,052 

Difference 

-rTr 

+ 28 

- 31 

+ 747 

+ 20,461 
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Trade 

coastwise. 


Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

12 

12,497 

12 

12,497 

Italian  

191 

13,259 

185 

161,727 

376 

174,986 

Norwegian 

1 

408 

1 

408 

Turkish  

1 

100 

1 

100 

Greek  

1 

291 

1 

291 

Austrian  

1 

607 

"l 

*513 

2 

1,120 

Belgian  

1 

717 

1 

717 

Total 

195 

14,665 

199 

175,454 

394 

190,119 

Cleared. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

12 

12,497 

12  ' 

12,497 

Italian  

187 

12,673 

185 

161,727 

372 

174,400 

Norwegian 

1 

408 

1 

408 

Turkish  

1 

100 

1 

100 

Greek  

1 

291 

1 

291 

Austrian  ... 

1 

607 

*"l 

513 

2 

1,120 

Belgian  

1 

717 

1 

717 

Total 

191 

14,079 

199 

175,454 

390 

189,533 

The  coastwise  trade  during  1893-92  was — 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Coal 

7,200 

4,500 

# • 

Timber  . . 

2,220  J 

. . 

2,950 

, t 

Building  materials 

. . 

2,800 

, , 

Cereals  . . 

, . 

7,917 

2,400 

4,350 

Flour  . . . , 

7,300 

. , 

1,800 

250 

Sugar 

, . 

500 

Olive  oil 

, , 

3,458 

2,200 

Iron 

# , 

450 

1,200 

Wine  ..  .. 

• „ 

1,605 

780 

Other  articles  . . 

8,006 

2,066 

4,441 

6,022 

Total 

24,726 

15,496 

19,391 

14,802 

„ 1892 

19,391 

14,802 

•• 

•• 

Variation 

+ 5,335 

+ 694 

•• 

•• 

BRINDISI 


25 


This  was  brought  and  taken  away  by— 


Vessels. 

1893. 

1892. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Sailing  vessels  . . 
Steamers 

Tons. 

15,271 

9,455 

Tons. 

9,071 

6,425 

Tons. 

6,719 

10,672 

Tons. 

8,546 

6,256 

Total 
„ 1892 

24,726 

19,391 

15,496 

14,802 

19,391 

14,802 

Variation 

+ 5,335 

+ 694 

•• 

.. 

The  international  exports  and  imports  being — International 

trade. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Unloaded. 

1 

Loaded. 

Coal 

• • 

Tons. 

21,676 

Tons. 

Tons. 

8,600 

1,700 

Tons. 

Petroleum 

t • 

1,605 

, , 

Timber 

• • 

117 

, , 

950 

Railway  bars  . . 

• • 

. , 

• « 

200 

« • 

V egetables 

548 

17 

170 

Coffee  . . 

, , 

, # 

80 

Olive  oil 

, . 

35 

, , 

250 

Figs 

, , 

53 

, # 

120 

Cereals  . . 

. , 

, , 

, , 

40 

Other  articles  . . 

418 

8 

•• 

31 

Total 

24,264 

113 

11,827 

441 

„ 1892 

11,827 

441 

•• 

•• 

Variation 

•• 

+ 12,437 

- 328 

•• 

•• 

which  were  brought  and  taken  away  by — 


1893. 

1892. 

Vessels. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Unloaded. 

Loaded. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Sailing  vessels  . . 

2,207 

113 

2,632 

295 

Steamers 

22,057 

•• 

9,195 

146 

Total  . . . . 

24,264 

113 

11,827 

441 
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Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Taranto  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Petroleum 

1,605 

13,459 

1,750 

14,000 

Dried  fish  . . . . 

45 

1,094 

107 

2,600 

Coal 

28,776 

34,531 

8,675 

8,700 

Building  materials 

180 

2,000 

Coffee  . . 

73 

4,450 

82 

5,000 

Timber  . . 

1,829 

0,944 

950 

34,000 

Iron  bars  . . • • . 

10 

57 

210 

1,200 

Metals  . . . . . . 

72 

436 

165 

1,000 

Cereals 

542 

3,716 

175 

1,200 

Other  articles  . . 

16,038 

36,609 

135 

1,000 

Total 

48,990 

101,296 

12,429 

70,700 

1892 

12,429 

70,700 

•• 

Variation.. 

+ 36,561 

+ 30,596 

" 

•• 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Taranto  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


1893. 

1892. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Olive  oil 

629 

30,776 

1,250 

245 

62,000 

Dry  figs 

885 

10,619 

250 

Cereals  . . 

276 

4,968 

. . 

. . 

Iron 

. . 

. . 

. . 

, . 

Wine 

409 

6,214 

, . 

Other  articles  . . 

13,410 

17,321 

10 

1*00 

Total 

15,609 

69,898 

1,505 

62,350 

„ 1892 

1,505 

62,350 

•• 

•• 

Variation  . . 

+ 14,104 

+ 7,548 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  to  and 
Imported  from  Foreign  Countries  from  and  to  Taranto  during 
the  Years- 1893-92. 


1893. 

1892. 

Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain 

3,126 

37,147 

520 

9,000 

Austria 

15,946 

3,552 

2,000 

7,000 

United  Statesof  America 

8,811 

240 

7,800 

Russia  . . 

24,192 

2,005 

8,800 

6,200 

Belgium  . , . . 

857 

. . 

1,200 

2,700 

Norway.. 

. . 

168 

France 

1,200 

5,723 

369 

800 

1,200 

Germany 

. . 

. . 

. . 

Other  countries 

892 

323 

24 

600 

Total 

45,356 

58,955 

12,384 

35,700 

„ 1892 

12,384 

35,700 

•• 

•• 

Variation  . . . . 

+ 32,972 

+ 23,255 

•• 

•• 

The  following  figures  which  resume  the  commercial  operations 
of  the  port  of  Taranto  demonstrate  that  an  improvement  has  taken 
place  during  1893  as  compared  with  preceding  years. 

The  falling-off  in  the  number  of  vessels  which  used  the  port 
during  1893  as  compared  with  1892-91  is  more  than  covered  by 
the  large  increase  in  the  tonnage  of  ships,  the  total  quantity  of 
goods  landed  and  shipped,  and  the  marked  increase  in  values  of 
same : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Total 

Tonnage. 

Goods. 

Total  Value 
of  Goods. 

1893  

784 

379,652 

Tons. 

64,599 

£ 

150,286 

1892  

875 

352,759 

46,461 

133,050 

1891 

854 

338,612 

50,123 

456,210 

1890  

705 

1 

272,415 

77,893 

•• 

Necessarily  this  movement  is  solely  consequent  on  the  fact 
that  Taranto  Arsenal  has  been  utilised  during  1893  as  a repairing 
and  supply  station  for  the  fleet,  whereas  previously  the  importations 
consisted  of  material  for  the  construction  of  the  arsenal. 

A decided  improvement  is  visible  in  the  town  of  Taranto, 
which  is  gradually  losing  its  provincial  city  appearance  and 
assuming  that  of  a naval  arsenal. 

Works  connected  with  the  fortification  of  the  port  are  in 
progress,  a portion  of  which  are  intended  to  be  of  the  most  formid- 
able character.  Arrangements  have  been  made  on  an  extensive 


Falling  off  in . 
shipping, 
increase  in 
trade. 
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ITALY. 


Weather. 


Cereals. 


scale  for  torpedo  defence,  all  of  which  are  calculated  to  protect  the 
arsenal  from  attack  by  sea.  I do  not  hear,  however,  that  much 
has  yet  been  done  as  to  land  defence. 

No  improvement  has  yet  been  effected  in  the  commercial  port, 
which  is  as  exposed  as  ever,  rendering  the  expense  of  landing  and 
shipping  cargo  from  and  to  steamers  half-a-mile  from  the  shore  an 
expensive  operation,  and  extremely  difficult  when  westerly  winds 
prevail. 


Agriculture — Province  of  Lecce. 


Considerable  difficulty  has  arisen  in  obtaining  information 
under  this  head.  The'  Chamber  of  Commerce,  for  the  second  time 
in  immediate  succession,  has  been  unable  for  various  reasons  to 
issue  annual  printed  statistics.  I have  in  consequence  had  to 
seek  information  from  other  sources  to  add  to  such  information  as 
had  been  collected  and  classified  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  which  was  placed  at  my  disposal  by  the  president  of  that 
body. 

During  the  earlier  months  of  the  year  1893  frosts  and  cold 
dry  weather,  whilst  to  a certain  extent  favouring  the  cultivation  of 
cereals,  was  unfavourable  to  vine  culture,  the  principal  product  of 
the  province.  Wet  weather  following  in  the  spring  left  the  vines 
an  easy  prey  to  the  peronospera,  which  dreaded  disease  invaded 
the  greater  number  of  the  vineyards  with  disastrous  results,  the 
loss  being  estimated  as  quite  three-fifths  of  the  anticipated  crop. 

Hail  storms  fortunately  were  not  so  'severe  as  in  former  years. 

The  total  production  of  wheat  was  1,077,800  hectolitres,  and 
of  barley  195,000  hectolitres,  equal  to  3,500,000  bushels,  which, 
at  18  lire  per  hectolitre  for  wheat,  and  8-50  lire  for  barley,  or 
5s.  3d.  per  bushel  for  wheat  and  2s.  6c/.  for  barley,  gave  a total 
value  of  776,000/.,  being  96,000/.  more  than  1892,  but  168,000/. 
less  than  1891. 

Beans,  haricots,  lentils,  and  peas  collectively  gave  a total  of 
36,400  hectolitres,  or  100,000  bushels,  the  medium  prices  during 
the  year  being,  per  bushel,  beans,  11s.  6c/. ; haricots  and  peas,  16s. ; 
and  lentils,  16s.  10c/.,  giving  a gross  total  value  of  24,656/.,  an 
increase  of  15,000  bushels  and  5,656/.  value  as  compared  with 
1892. 

The  crop  of  oats  and  lupins,  though  an  improvement  on  that 
of  1892,  cannot  be  deemed  even  a middling  yield,  the  production 
having  been  1,020,000  hectolitres,  or  2,805,000  bushels  of  oats,  at 
an  average  price  of  5s.  10 d.  per  bushel,  and  16,000  hectolitres,  or 
44,000  bushels  of  lupins  at  6s.  5c/.,  the  total  value  of  crop  amount- 
ing to  299,064/.,  or  104,000/.  more  than  1892. 

But  8,000  hectolitres  or  22,000  bushels  of  Indian  corn  came 
to  market,  the  price  being  840  lire  per  hectolitre,  or  3s.  '2\d.  per 
bushel,  giving  a total  value  of  3.520/.,  a diminution  of  63,000 
bushels  and  13,000/.  value  as  compared  with  1892. 

Oranges  and  lemons  gave  a similar  production  to  that  of  1892, 
viz.,  about  3,000,000  of  fruit,  valued  at  1,500/. 


Fruit. 
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Figs  totalled  up  in  13,000  tons,  which  were  exported  dried, 

6,700  tons  to  Austria,  2,200  tons  to  Venice,  2,100  tons  to  other 
Italian  ports,  leaving  with  the  remainder  from  1892  about  5,000 
tons  for  local  consumption  and  export  during  the  early  months  of 
1894. 

Figs  in  1893  produced  2,000  tons  less  in  quantity,  and  20,000/. 
less  in  value  compared  with  1892,  viz.,  13,000  tons,  which,  at  6/. 
per  ton,  gives  a total  of  80,000/. 

Most  fortunately  for  the  province  of  Lecce  the  harvest  of 
cereals  and  fruit  collectively  gave  an  increased  production  to  the 
value  of  170,000/.,  mitigating  to  a certain  extent  the  enormous 
diminution  in  the  value  of  the  vintage. 

Wine,  the  staple  production  of  this  province,  and  in  fact  of  Wine, 
the  whole  of  the  Puglie,  has  failed  during  1893,  and  but  for  the 
improvement  in  the  cereals  and  in  the  oil  crop  such  failure  must 
have  led  to  universal  disaster.  The  consequences  are,  however, 
serious  in  the  extreme  to  the  whole  population,  almost  every 
inhabitant  being  either  owner  or  interested  in  the  ownership  of 
land. 

The  peronospera  took  a firm  hold  on  the  province  in  the  spring 
of  the  year,  and  the  proprietors,  already  in  straitened  financial 
circumstances,  and  not  fully  persuaded  as  to  the  efficacy  of 
sulphate  of  copper  dressings  as  a preventative  or  curative  (they 
not  having  had  occasion  to  use  it  before),  fearing  to  further  cripple 
their  very  limited  resources  by  expending  relatively  large  sums  on 
irrigation  of  the  growing  vines  by  sulphate  of  copper  washes,  did 
little  or  nothing,  hoping  for  the  best.  But,  unfortunately,  the 
worst  came,  and  more  than  half  of  what  would  otherwise  have 
been  a fine  vintage  was  lost. 

The  costly  experience  of  1893  has  served  as  a lesson,  and 
during  the  present  year  of  1894  the  vines  have  been  liberally 
treated  with  sulphate  of  copper  washes,  in  solutions  of  from  1 
per  cent,  to  3 per  cent.,  the  leaves  and  fruit  being  sulphured  with 
a mixture  of  96  per  cent,  of  sulphur,  1 per  cent,  of  lime,  and  3 
per  cent,  of  sulphate  of  copper  applied  dry  by  bellows. 

A gelatinous  preparation  of  hydro-carbonate  of  copper  is  also 
being  used  in  some  parts  of  the  province,  it  is  called  the 
“Bordeaux  dressing,”  and  though  more  costly  than  the  double 
operation  above  referred  to,  is  said  to  withstand  rain,  the  gelatinous 
form  of  the  dressing  adhering  to  the  plant  through  rain,  which 
simply  washes  off  the  other  applications  and,  leaving  the  plant 
damp,  necessitates  the  immediate  repetition  of  the  treatment : damp 
being  the  inevitable  cause  of  mildew  and  with  it  peronospera. 

So  far,  this  year  1894,  the  province  has  been  fairly  free  of 
peronospera,  and  should  it  escape  such  a visitation  as  last  year’s, 
or  be  successful  in  repelling  such  an  invasion,  a crop  of  250,000 
tons  of  wine  may  be  anticipated  in  1894,  which  would  mean  in 
round  figures  from  2,000,000/.  to  3,000,000/. 

Phylloxera  has  not  made  its  appearance  in  the  province  this 
year,  but  it  is  known  to  exist  in  at  least  2,500  districts  of 
Northern  and  Central  Italy.  On  this  circumstance  is  based  the 
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expectation  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  a market  for 
the  crop  of  the  province  of  Lecce  should  it  prove  favourable. 

In  such  case  the  pecuniary  result  which  must  accrue  will  go 
to  alleviate  the  scarcity  of  ready  money  and  the  scanty  credit  now 
gravely  affecting  all  commercial  operations  in  this  province,  as  in 
all  parts  of  Italy. 

As  compared  with  the  4 years  immediately  preceding,  the 
following  was  the  1893  crop  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Tons.* 

1889 

95,983 

1890 

105,000 

1891 

140,000 

1892 i 

200,000 

1893 

100,000 

# Estimated. 


The  selling  price  during  1893  varied  much,  owing  to  the  poor 
quality  of  such  wine  as  had  been  produced  in  vineyards  more  or 
less  ravaged  by  the  peronospera ; but  10/.  a ton  is  a fair  medium 
of  the  prices  obtained  during  the  year. 

In  my  report  for  1892  1 stated  that  it  was  estimated  that  a 
residue  of  25,000  tons  of  wine  remained  from  that  year’s  vintage 
for  consumption  during  1893,  this  with  the  crop  of  1893,  taken  as 
100,000  tons,  gives  a total  of  125,000  tons  which  wTas  disposed  of 
as  follows  : — 
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Wine. 


Quantity. 

Description. 

1893, 

1892. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Shipped  from  Brindisi 

8,126 

26,269 

,,  Gallipoli  .. 

13,612 

17,042 

„ Taranto  . . 

1,605 

780 

Total  seaborne  export 

By  railway  from  stations  of  the  Meridionale 

23,343 

44,091 

Line — 

Wine 17,329 

Grapes..  ..  ..  ..  7,594 

24,923 

51,947 

By  railway  from  stations  of  the  Mediterraneo 

Line — 

Wine  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  401 

Grapes ..  ..  1,056 

1,457 

150 

Total  export  by  sea  and  rail 

49,723 

96,188 

Used  by  distilleries 

22,668 

34,200 

Total  sent  to  market 

Local  consumption  in  1893  diminished  to  50 

72,391 

130,388 

litres  per  head  of  population  of  600,000,  as 
against  70  litres  in  1892 

30,000 

42,000 

Total  consumption. . ..  .. 

102,391 

175,527 

Estimated  remainder  for  the  following  year 

22,709 

25,000 

Total  . . 

125, ^00 

209,527 

I have  been  able  to  trace  the  destinations  of  a considerable 
portion  of  the  23/343  tons  exported  by  sea,  and  the  26,380  tons 
forwarded  by  rail,  in  all  49,723  tons,  which  were  forwarded  as 
follows : — 


Destination. 

Quantity. 

To  Austria 

Tons. 

6,882 

Egypt  

1,455 

France  . . 

518 

Switzerland 

878 

Germany  . . 

203 

South  America  . . 

748 

Great  Biitaiu 

100 

Venice  and  district 

16.364 

Genoa  and  district 

3,928 

Rome 

3,269 

Sicily 

1,552 

Various  part  of  taly,  &c. 

13,826 

(1811; 
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Distilleries. 


Olive  oil. 


Tobacco. 


Distilleries  have  been  condemned  to  enforced  idleness  during 
1893  to  a great  extent,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  and  high 
price  of  the  wine  necessary  for  purposes  of  distillation. 

Of  the  54  existing  stills,  40  were  at  work  during  the  first  and  a 
part  of  the  second  quarter,  when  the  number  fell  to  13,  to  increase 
during  the  last  quarter  to  23,  or  a medium  of  29  during  the  year. 

226,682  hectolitres,  equal  to  about  5,000,000  gallons  of  wine 
and  vinaccia,  were  used  for  purposes  of  distillation. 

2,347,600  litres  of  spirit  of  52  degrees,  equal  to  1,213,600  litres 
of  pure  spirit,  or  267,158  gallons  being  produced. 

The  revenue  duty  encashed  on  this  spirit  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  about  50,000/. 

The  consumption  of  wine  and  vinaccia  consumed  was  about 
12,000  tons  less  than  during  1892 ; had  this  raw  material 
been  forthcoming,  the  demand  for  spirit  was  well  maintained. 

The  oil  crop  of  1893  is  calculated  to  have  yielded  quite  24,000 
tons  of  oil  of  fairly  good  quality ; this,  at  an  average  value  of  31/. 
per  ton,  would  give  a total  value  of  744,000/.,  an  increase  of  19,000 
tons  in  quantity,  and  571,000/.  in  value,  as  compared  with  1892  ; 
but  the  same  quantity  only  of  26,000/.  less  value  than  the  1891 
crop. 

During  1893  the  exportations  were  : — 


To — 

I 

Quautity. 

Tons. 

Great  Britain  . . 

2,020 

Russia 

1,044 

Austria  . . 

104 

%ypt 

84 

Malta  . . . . . . 

50 

India  and  Australia 

20 

South  America  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J 

37 

Other  countries  . . 

95 

Genoa  and  Venice  (probably  for  shipment  or  to  be  forwarded 

by  rail  to  other  countries)  . . 

7.73  6 

Italian  destinations 

2,140 

Total  

13,330 

Necessarily  the  exportation  from  the  1893  crop  will  continue 
during  1894  : the  crop  of  which  year  will  in  all  probability  be 
much  less  than  that  of  1893.  The  olive  producing  abundantly 
alternate  years. 

I much  regret  that  it  has  been  quite  impossible  for  me  to  ob- 
tain any  reliable  information  on  the  subject  of  the  tobacco  produc- 
tion of  this  province. 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1891  I stated  that  the  cultivation  of 
tobacco,  so  long  a most  important  branch  of  agriculture  in  the 
province  of  Lecce,  the  snuff  produced  from  which  was  most  highly 
esteemed,  was  at  a standstill. 

In  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  much  has  been  said  on  the 
subject  of  encouraging  this  interest,  at  present  crippled  by  the 
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rigorous  application  of  regulations  which  render  it  all  but  unre- 
munerative  to  the  grower. 

From  private  sources  I gather  that  the  production  of  tobacco 
in  this  province  is  annually  diminishing,  a fact  much  to  be  re- 
gretted, as  there  can  be  no  reason  why  this  branch  of  husbandry 
should  not  flourish  without  any  loss  to  the  revenue  accruing  in 
consequence. 


Credit  and  Savings  Banks . 

The  total  amount  of  bills  of  exchange  discounted  in  this  pro-  Discounts, 
vince  by  the  Banca  d’  Italia  and  the  Banco  di  Napoli  together 
amounted  to  1,041,050/. ; the  bills  not  paid  at  maturity  at  the  end 
of  the  four  quarters  of  the  year  were: — March  31,  739/. ; June  30, 

342/. ; September  30,  1,492/. ; and  December  31,  116,449/. 

The  total  amount  discounted  was  18  per  cent,  less  than  in  1892 
and  64  per  cent,  less  than  in  1887,  when  the  amount  was  2,868,000/. 

In  my  previous  reports  I have  drawn  attention  to  the  grave 
difficulties  to  commerce  and  industry,  deriving  from  the  persistent 
and  increasing  limitation  of  credit ; and  expressed  a hope  that  the 
banks  would  be  enabled  to  facilitate  business  in  this  direction ; 
unfortunately  this  has  not  happened,  and  the  augmented  restric- 
tion of  discounts  coming  with  the  failure  of  the  1893  vintage,  has 
had  the  most  serious  consequences  to  this  province. 

From  the  figures  above  given  of  unpaid  due  bills  of  exchange, 
it  will  be  seen  that  46  per  cent,  of  the  bills  discounted  during  the 
third  quarter  of  the  year  were  not  paid  at  maturity,  owing  to  the 
unfortunate  result  of  the  vintage,  which  actually  yielded  two-fifths 
only  of  the  crop  which  was  confidently  anticipated  until  the 
ravages  of  the  peronospera  became  known  and  the  consequences 
assessed ; and  affecting  directly  or  indirectly  the  whole  popula- 
tion, rendered  it  impossible  for  a large  number  of  proprietors  and 
others  to  meet  their  engagements. 

The  distress  consequent  on  this  state  of  things  has  been  general, 
the  lowest  classes  of  the  labouring  population  having  in  certain 
districts  been  severely  pinched. 

The  scarcity  of  financial  resources  has  caused  proprietors  during 
the  whole  of  1893  to  give  their  land  a minimum  of  labour,  and 
that  at  the  lowest  possible  cost,  with  the  result  that  work  was 
scarce  during  the  whole  year,  and  in  certain  districts  there  was 
scarcely  work  at  all,  causing  masses  of  labourers  to  migrate  to  other 
parts  of  the  province  temporarily,  in  search  of  work. 

Wages  fell  as  a natural  consequence,  and  from  published 
statistics  I find  that  in  27  agricultural  centres  wages  varied  from 
40  c.  and  a plate  of  beans  or  something  similar,  to  2 lire  50  c.  per 
diem. 

The  Brindisi  district  did  not  suffer  in  consequence  of  the  work 
afforded  by  the  port,  where  coal  porterage,  &c.,  employs  large 
numbers  of  men  at  rates  of  wages  varying  between  3 lire  per  diem 
for  ordinary  cargo  work  to  10  lire  for  exceptionally  hard  work  with 
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coal  and  pitch.  Labour  in  vineyard  varying  from  1 lira  50  c.  to 
2 lire  50  c.  per  diem. 

In  the  Taranto  district,  labour  being  fairly  remunerated  in 
connection  with  the  arsenal  works  the  low  rate  paid  for  agricultural 
work  was  not  so  severely  felt,  but  in  the  southern  parts  of  the.  pro- 
vince, where  there  were  no  such  works  to  fall  back  on,  the  poor 
have  been  very  badly  off,  their  daily  wage  rarely  rising  beyond  a 
medium  of  from  70  c.  to  90  c.  per  diem,  the  commonest  articles  of 
food  being  dearer  than  usual. 

The  amount  of  bills  of  exchange  discounted  and  held  by  the 
13  banks  called  “ Banche  del  Popolo  ” existing  in  this  province  on 
December  31,  1892,  was  76,700/. 

During  the  year  1893,  at  the  four  quarters,  the  amount  of  -un- 
paid bills  were: — 5,724/.,  G,358/.,  5,641/.,  and  5,157/.;  the  total 
amount  of  paper  held  by  them  collectively  at  December  31,  1893, 
was  94,101/. 

Of  unpaid  bills  at  December  31,  43  per  cent,  of  the  total 
amount  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Gallipoli  Bank  and  35  per  cent, 
in  that  of  Brindisi : this,  as  against  20  per  cent,  and  30  per  cent, 
respectively  on  December  31,  1892. 

The  balance  of  deposits  in  the  “ Cassa  di  Risparmio  ” on 
December  31,  1892,  was  65,500/.;  on  December  31,  1893,  it  was 
55,244/. 

During  the  same  period,  the  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Post 
Office  savings  banks  increased  by  13,197/. 

2,198  bills  of  exchange  were  formally  protested  by  the  different 
banks  for  non-payment,  a very  important  increase  in  number  as 
compared  with  1892. 

The  deposit  accounts  with  the  two  Government  banks,  viz.,  the 
Banca  d’  Italia  and  the  Banco  di  Napoli,  which  on  December  31, 
1892,  amounted  to  254,000/.;  gradually  diminished  through  the 
year  to  a balance  between  the  two  banks  of  143,928/.  at  December 
31,  1893. 

The  balances  of  current  accounts  similarly  fell  from  183,486/. 
to  93,224/. 

Remittances  are  almost  exclusively  transmitted  by  “ Yaglie 
Cambiarie  ” or  bank  sight  order  drafts,  which  are  issued  and  paid 
by  all  agencies  of  the  Government  banks  abovenamed.  The 
following  were  paid  and  issued  by  the  Banca  d’  Italia  and  the 
Banco  di  Napoli  in  this  province  : — 


Year. 

Paid 

Issued. 

Number. 

Amount. 

Number. 

i Amount. 

1893  

1892  

26,803 

24,950 

£ 

1,676,730 

l,f'43,000 

28,572 

29,484 

£ 

1,254.112 

1,450,000 

Variation  . . 

+ 1,853 

+ 133,730 

, - 912 

- 195,890 
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During  1893,  422,618/.  was  paid  by  the  banks  more  than 
was  encashed,  similarly  in  1892,  93,000/.  was  paid  more  than  was 
encashed. 

The  total  number  and  amount  of  such  drafts  paid  and  issued 
during  1893-92  were  : — 


Year. 

Number. 

Amount. 

£ 

1893 

55,375 

2,930,842 

1892 

54,434 

2,993,000 

Forty  firms  became  bankrupt  during  the  year  1893,  but  it  was  Failure*, 
impossible  to  learn  how  many  firms  obtained  the  “ Moratoria,” 
which  has  the  effect  of  giving  the  debtor  6 months’  time  to  pay  his 
debts  or  come  to  an  arrangement  with  his  creditors ; besides 
which,  many  other  firms  arranged  amicably  with  creditors  without 
judicial  intervention  of  any  kind. 
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New  Series  of  Reports. 


Reports  of  the  Animal  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page  : — 


No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1314.  Honduras 

2id. 

1374. 

Nantes 

• 9 

, , 

lid. 

1315.  Batoum 

4d. 

1375. 

Taganrog 

• • 

2|d. 

1316.  Quilimane  0. 

Id. 

1376. 

Ispahan  , . 

• 9 

• • 

4id. 

1317.  Copenhagen  , . 

Id. 

1377. 

Leghorn 

• 9 

2d. 

1318.  Lima  .. 

Id. 

1378. 

Cagliari 

9 ♦ 

. , 

Id. 

1319.  New  York  .. 

Id. 

1379. 

Boston 

O 9 

, , 

Id. 

1320.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

Id. 

1380. 

Palermo 

* • 

, , 

3d. 

1321.  Rio  de  Janeiro 

3d. 

1381. 

New  York  . . 

• • 

, , 

2d. 

1322.  Reunion  . . 

• * 

3 id. 

1382. 

Zanzibar 

9 9 

, . 

2d. 

1323.  Berne. . 

• » 

Id. 

1383. 

Naples 

• • 

. , 

lid. 

1324.  Kiukiang 

• 9 

id. 

1384. 

Constantinople 

. . 

2d. 

1325.  Resht 

• 9 

Bid. 

1385. 

Buenos  Ayres 

. . 

5id. 

1326.  Florence 

• 1 

Id. 

1386. 

Caracas 

. , 

lid. 

1327.  Hakodate  . . 

Id. 

1387. 

Vienna 

. , 

lid. 

1328.  Paris.. 

2d. 

1388. 

Madeira 

• 9 

, , 

id. 

1329.  Paramaribo  .. 

lid. 

1389. 

Panama 

. , 

lid. 

1330.  St.  Petersburg 

2|d. 

1390. 

N ew  Orleans  . . 

• • 

• . 

2id. 

1331.  Patras 

lid. 

1391. 

Manila 

, , 

2d. 

1332.  Calais.. 

2|d. 

1392. 

Foochow 

. . 

Id. 

1333.  Loan  da 

• * 

9 9 

Id. 

1393. 

Ningpo 

9 9 

. . 

Id. 

1334.  Bordeaux  *. 

• • 

O 9 

2-id. 

1394. 

Chinkiang  . . 

9 9 

.. 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog 

• • 

Id. 

1395. 

Tamsui 

, . 

Id. 

1 336.  Galveston 

( • 

8id. 

1396. 

Chungking  . , 

, . 

lid. 

1337.  Riga  .. 

• • 

2d. 

1397. 

Philadelphia. . 

. . 

3id. 

1338.  Batavia 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

1398. 

Bilbao 

. . 

2id 

1339.  Boston 

• 9 

lid. 

1399. 

Dunkirk 

, . 

Id. 

1340.  Baltimore 

• • 

lid. 

1400. 

lid. 

1341.  Havre 

2id. 

1401. 

Tainan 

Id. 

1342.  Yera  Cruz 

Id. 

1402. 

Ichang 

Id. 

1 343.  Saigon 

lid. 

1403. 

Aleppo 

« • 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm  . . 

2d. 

1404. 

Madrid  . . 

. • 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz 

lid. 

1405. 

Newchwang  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1346.  Trebizonu 

Id. 

1406. 

WOnchow 

. , 

id. 

1347.  Algiers 

3d. 

1407. 

Pakhoi 

. , 

lid. 

1348.  Amapala 

id. 

1408. 

Hankow 

, • 

Id. 

1349.  Cherbourg  . . 

Id. 

1409. 

Amsterdam  . . 

♦ • 

Id. 

1350.  Jerusalem 

Id. 

1410. 

Copenhagen  . . 

• . 

id. 

1351.  Santiago 

Id. 

1411. 

Damascus 

# . 

Id. 

1352.  San  Jose 

Id. 

1412. 

Chefoo 

# # 

3d. 

1353.  Trieste 

3id. 

1413. 

Swatow 

, , 

Id. 

1354.  Madrid 

• • 

2d. 

1414. 

Mannheim  . . 

. . 

lid. 

1355.  Teneriffe 

• » 

• • 

id. 

1415. 

Fiume 

2d. 

1356.  Havana 

• 9 

2d. 

1416. 

Athens 

6d. 

1357.  Paraguay 

• ♦ 

• • 

5d. 

1417. 

Soul  . . 

. . 

lid. 

1358.  Guayaquil 

• * 

4id. 

1418. 

Beyrout 

• » 

M 

Id. 

1359.  Cadiz.. 

• • 

l|d. 

1419. 

Berlin 

9 9 

, t 

lid. 

1360.  Marseilles 

• • 

lid. 

1420. 

N ice  . . 

9 9 

, , 

3d. 

1361.  Brest.. 

• • 

Id. 

1421. 

Yokohama  . . 

9 9 

lid. 

1362.  Syra  . . 

• • 

2id. 

I 1422. 

Maracaibo  . . 

9 9 

, , 

Id. 

1363.  Suakin 

• • 

Id. 

1423. 

Tunis.. 

# , 

lid. 

1364.  Callao 

• • 

Id. 

1424. 

Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

Id. 

1365.  Piraeus 

•*  • 

2d. 

1425. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

, # 

7d. 

1366.  Stettin 

V • 

2d. 

1 1426. 

Erzeroum 

• • 

Id. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

• • 

2id. 

1 1427. 

Christiania  . . 

9 9 

, , 

5id. 

1368.  Angora 

Id. 

1428. 

Charleston  . . 

• 9 

• # 

5 id 

1369.  Antwerp 

• • 

2d. 

1429. 

Meshed  .. 

# , 

Id. 

1370.  Genoa 

• • 

3id. 

1430. 

Copenhagen  .. 

9 9 

. # 

id. 

1371.  Batoum 

• 9 

2d. 

! 1431. 

Galveston 

9 9 

# « 

2id. 

1372.  Rouen 

• • 

2id. 

1432. 

Hamburg 

9 9 

2id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

• • 

id. 

1 1433. 

Brindisi 

•• 

2id. 

No.  1434 


Reference  to  previous  Report , Annual  Series  No,  1247. 
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Consul  Duff  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley, 

My  Lord,  Gothenburg,  June  20,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  my 
Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  this  Consular  District  for 
the  year  1893. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  DUFF. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Gothenburg  for  the  Year  1893. 
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Trade  and  Commerce. 

the  general  depression0  whTe^H  and  lack1of7  ®nterPrise,  the  result  of 
forethought  conducted  with  greater  precaution  and 

woollen  yarn  whereas  thp  3^.  a7'  ]atihs’  wood-P«lp,  and 

herrings,  rolled  and  hammerprf  1 1 °*  °tber  articles  such  as  cheese, 
rough  bar  iron  nails  1 M U'0n’  mgots’  blooms>  billets  and 
stock,  paper,0  textiles  ^LrTJTT’  T'l  and  lead  ores,  live- 
cotton-yarn  was  less  than  in  1892.  ^ ^ battenS  and  boards*  and 

alm?nfds!healum“CdnL^nlecoke  TniUa  t0  ?fbenbui«’  alkali> 

iK££  !S>  H££ 

rdg*kif^  wbea(j-  barley,  cured"  h2s 

p immm 


GOTHENBURG. 


The  export  of  butter  from  Sweden  during  1893  increased  about  Expo 
15  per  cent.,  this  considerable  rise  being  doubtlessly  caused  by  the  Butts 
starting  of  new  dairies  and  some  of  the  old  ones  having  increased 
their  production.  The  English  market  has  throughout  the  year 
been  very  satisfactory.  The  severe  winter  did  not  interrupt  the 
regular  shipments  from  this  port,  except  one  week  when  the 
harbour  was  closed  by  ice.  In  consequence  of  the  drought  during 
the  early  part  of  the  summer  a small  production  of  butter  was 
anticipated,  but  the  refreshing  rains  which  commenced  in  July 
improved  pasturages,  and  the  autumn  productions  turned  out  un- 
usually large,  which,  as  a rule,  is  not  the  case  at  that  time  of  the 
season. 

The  prospects  of  the  grain  trade  were  satisfactory  and  prices  Grain 
rose  gradually.  Towards  the  autumn,  however,  the  price  of  oats 
declined,  and  the  demand  for  black  oats  was  rather  insignificant 
excepting  from  France,  which  country  proved  a good  customer  for 
this  article.  White  oats  found  a good  market  in  Germany  in 
consequence  of  the  conflict  between  that  country  and  Bussia 
relative  to  the  customs  duties.  The  cereal  which  turned  out  most 
remunerative  to  the  agriculturist  was  barley,  the  price  of  which 
exceeded  that  of  wheat  and  rye.  The  price  of  oats  was  also  higher 
than  that  of  rye. 

The  total  production  of  iron  during  the  year  was  as  follows : — Iron. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Pig-iron  . 

450,901 

, , 

27,795 

Cast  iron 

221,780 

13,646- 

Bessemer  iron 

84,837 

2,451 

Martin  iron 

78,485 

3,854 

being  35,136  tons  less  than  in  1892. 

The  quotations  of  the  Ironmasters’  Association,  on  November  29, 
per  ton,  f.o.b.  at  Gothenburg,  without  discount,  were  as  follows  : — 


Description. 

Value. 

£ 8. 

d. 

Ordinary  hammered  iron  . . 

8 2 

6 

,,  rolled  iron 

7 15 

0 

Rolled  shapes 

7 15 

0 

The  report  of  the  Ironmasters’  Association  of  November  states 
that  there  was  no  improvement  in  the  principal  markets,  and  that 
the  few  contracts  concluded  up  to  that  time  gave  no  guidance 
as  to  what  the  prospects  might  be.  Orders  from  America  were 
particularly  scarce,  and  could  not  be  expected  to  become  very 
numerous  until  the  customs  tariff  of  that  country  had  been  decided. 

The  timber  trade  was  rather  changeable.  The  prices  quoted  Wood 

(1813) 
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SWEDEN. 


Imporis : 
Coal. 

Fish. 


Flour. 


Machinery. 


Molasses. 


Pig-iron. 


Eye-meal. 


Salt. 


Tinned 

plates. 


Freights. 


by  the  exporters  here  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  for  sawn  wood 
goods  were  only  obtainable  in  a few  instances  and  for  the  more 
current  dimensions.  The  prices  declined  gradually  towards  the 
commencement  of  the  Baltic  shipments,  but  early  in  the  autumn 
the  market  improved  somewhat  in,  spite  of  the  prevailing  dulness 
in  almost  all  branches  of  trade. 

The  general  depression  in  trade  and  shipping  caused  a decline 
in  the  import  of  coal  to  this  port  of  4,21.7  tons. 

Although  the  herring  fishing  on  this  coast  was  very  abundant, 
the  import  of  cured  herring  from  Norway  exceeded  that  of  the 
preceding  year.  The  reason  of  this  is  that  Norway  produces  a 
finer  quality  of  fish,  and  when  the  supplies  of  that  country  are 
large,  it  is  in  a position  to  offer  a superior  article  at  a comparatively 
moderate  price. 

The  high  price  of  native  rye-meal  increased  the  import  of  flour 
from  Denmark,  Germany,  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
particularly  from  the  latter  country. 

The  import  duty  on  machinery  and  implements  of  10  per  cent., 
which  came  in  force  in  June,  1892,  now  enables  native  makers  to 
supply  various  machinery  and  implements.  Special  plant,  as  for 
instance  cotton  and  paper  mill  and  workshop  machinery,  &c.,  must, 
however,  as  hitherto,  be  imported  chiefly  from  Great  Britain. 

The  United  States  of  America  supplied  molasses  at  such  a low 
figure  that  hardly  any  other  country,  except  certain  English 
brands,  could  compete  in  this  article. 

Owing  to  a good  supply  of  scrap-iron  and  the  low  price  of 
native  pig-iron,  the  import  of  this  article  from  Great  Britain  was 
less  than  usual. 

The  cheapness  of  German  rye-meal  raised  the  import  of  this 
article  to  40,323  bags,  against  21,779  bags  in  1892. 

The  herring  curers  on  this  coast  are  now  beginning  to  import 
their  requirements  of  salt  themselves  direct,  hence  the  decline  in 
the  import  of  salt  to  Gothenburg. 

The  competition  in  the  tinned  plate  trade  is  very  keen,  and 
makers  must  be  content  with  a small  profit.  This  article  is  chiefly 
used  for  canned  goods  and  the  lining  of  match  cases  intended  for 
export  to  the  colonies. 

The  advantage  of  ships  fitted  with  triple-cylinder  engines  has 
been  fully  proved  during  the  last  year,  since  steamers  provided 
with  these  engines  have  in  most  cases  been  running  without  loss, 
whereas  numerous  cases  may  be  mentioned  where  steamers  fitted 
with  the  ordinary  two-cylinder  engines  have  been  causing  loss  to 
their  owners. 

As  early  as  in  January  wood  charters  were  concluded, 
principally  to  Dutch  ports,  at  comparatively  fair  rates.  Stagnation 
in  business  characterised  the  month  of  March,  contrary  to  which 
charters  were  daily  concluded  during  April,  but  at  unsatisfactory 
rates.  Although  charters  continued  to  be  concluded  during  May 
and  June  there  was  no  improvement  in  the  rates,  these  still  being 
low  and  the  market  dull.  In  the  beginning  of  July  there  was  a 
slight  improvement  in  the  freights,  but  trade  appeared  rather  slack. 


GOTHENBURG. 


In  the  months  of  August  and  September  the  demand  for  tonnage 
increased,  trade  improved,  and  freights  advanced.  During  the 
last  3 months  of  the  season  no  changes  in  the  freights  of  any 
consequence  took  place.  As  usual  the  coal  freights  fluctuated 
greatly,  and  on  the  whole  it  may  be  said  that  the  freight  market 
has  been  anything  but  satisfactory. 

The  want  of  sufficient  quay  accommodation  for  sea-going  Harbour, 
vessels,  greatly  felt  of  later  years,  is  now  remedied  by  a new  quay 
1,530  feet  long  with  20  feet  of  water,  lately  completed  and  which 
will  shortly  be  opened  to  traffic.  This  quay  is  provided  with  four 
spacious  goods  sheds  and  two  portable  modern  steam  cranes  for 
the  loading  and  discharging  of  vessels. 

The  herring  fishery  was  abundant,  and  no  doubt  left  a good  Herring 
profit  to  the  fishermen  since  better  prices  were  obtained  than  in  fishing, 
the  previous  seasons.  The  export  of  fresh  herring,  which  chiefly 
takes  place  to  England  and  Germany,  has  been  attended  with  good 
results,  particularly  to  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  export 
to  the  latter  country.  Large  quantities  of  herring  is  turned  into 
oil  and  manure,  which  finds  a good  demand  both  in  and  out  of 
Sweden. 

The  completion  of  the  railway  system  throughout  the  country  Railways, 
is  progressing  steadily,  and  a line  which  is  expected  to  increase 
the  trade  of  this  place  to  a large  extent  is  the  direct  one 
now  being  built  from  the  manufacturing  town  of  Boras  to 
Gothenburg. 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Gothenburg  during  the 

Year  1893. 


Entebed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality, 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

26 

6,182 

183 

185,112 

209 

191,294 

Swedish  

216 

40,375 

1,278 

554,527 

1,494 

594,902 

Danish  

143 

12,C89 

350 

83,777 

493 

95,866 

German  

17 

1,647 

42 

67,159 

59 

68,806 

Norwegian  ... 

63 

16,545 

89 

32,802 

152 

49,347 

Other  countries  ... 

24 

7,588 

5 

4,370 

29 

11,958 

Total  

489 

84,426 

1,947 

927,747 

2,436 

1,012,173 

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

571 

106, 28f 

2,125 

922,521 

2,696 

1,028,802 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam, 

Total, 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

i 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

25 

5,554 

182 

182,125 

207 

187,679 

Swedish 

190 

44,934 

1,285 

562,066 

1,475 

607,000 

German 

23 

3,777 

62 

110,299 

83,970 

85 

114,076 

Danish 

138 

12,222 

349 

487 

96,192 

Norwegian 

67 

18,503 

94 

35,611 

161 

54,114 

Other  countries  ... 

24 

6,594 

5 

4,370 

29 

10,964 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

467 

91,584 

1,977 

978,441 

2,444 

1,070,025 

preceding 

560 

102,806 

2,174 

951,254 

2,734 

1,054,060 

GOTHENBURG. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Gothenburg  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

Bacon  . . 

Cwts. . . 

34,881 

25,100 

Bobbins . . 

Value 

£ 

22,162 

18,486 

Bottles  . . 

Cwts. . . 

106,209 

98,540 

Butter  . . 

>>  • • 

225,468 

190,820 

Cardboard 

91  • • 

43,134 

34,120 

Chain 

11  • • 

4,357 

4,240 

Cheese  . . 

V • • 

1,804 

2,400 

Grain — 

Oats  . . 

19  • • 

1,077,551 

360,880 

Beans . . 

))  • • 

24,580 

13,960 

Vetches 

If  • • 

10,980 

520 

Herrings — 

Fresh  . . 

Tons  .. 

15,142 

18,669 

Cured . . 

19  • * 

10,492 

11,046 

Metals — iron  and  steel — 

Pig-iron 

11  • • 

14,399 

12,656 

Rolled  and  hammered  bars . . 

11  * * 

67,388 

75,512 

Ingots 

11 

757 

1,550 

Blooms,  billets,  and  rough 

bars 

11  • • 

3,756 

4,095 

Nails 

19  * * 

1,739 

2,090 

Shapes  and  plates  . . 

850 

465 

Metals — other  kinds — 

Zinc  ore  . 

99  • • 

23,196 

23,897 

Manganese  ore 

99  * • 

2,372 

4,815 

Iron  ore 

19 

12 

31,911 

Lead  ore 

91  * * 

607 

611 

Lead  . . 

19  * * 

291 

93 

Live  stock — 

Horses 

Number 

42 

219 

Cattle . . 

19 

708 

778 

Matches..  ..  ..  .. 

Cwts. . . 

155,108 

149,440 

Paper  . , . . . . • » 

Tons  . . 

12,020 

15,306 

Textiles — 

Cotton 

Cwts. . . 

8,348 

9,700 

Linen  and  hemp 

99  * * 

415 

420 

Woollen  

99  • • 

512 

1,400 

Wood  goods — 

Pit-props 

Standards 

62,971 

73,971 

Deals,  battens,  and  boards  . . 

91 

40,721 

42,292 

Sleepers 

11 

1,406 

669 

Joinery 

Laths 

Value 

19 

k 

111,727 

27,768 

103,215 

27,725 

Other  wood  goods  . . 

Standards 

308 

463 

Wood-pulp 

Tons  .. 

58,917 

57,167 

Yarn — 

Cotton  . . 

Cwts. . . 

8,600 

9,938 

Woollen 

99  • • 

1,341 

1,215 
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Keiurn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Gothenburg  during 
the'  Years  1893-92. 


Quantity. 

Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Alkali  ••  «•  • • •• 

Tons  . . 

4,821 

4,692 

Almonds 

Cwts. . . 

1,700 

* 1,443 

A'um 

99  • • 

1,500 

1,264 

Asphalte. . .. 

Tons  . . 

1,033 

908 

Bacon  . . . . 

))  • • 

409 

1,026 

Bran  « • • • • • • • 

Bricks — 

99  • • 

1,629 

1,678 

Fire  and  fancy  .. 

Number 

631,918 

1,059,463 

Tiles  .0 

Cwts.  . . 

• • 

137 

311 

Butter  .. 

„ . . 

• « 

6,883 

727 

9,969 

Candles  . . . . . . 

)>  • * 

• • 

664 

Canned  articles. . 

>>  • • 

• • 

2,198 

2,598 

Cardboard  . . . , 

99  • • 

• « 

4,347 

5,904 

Cement  . . 

J)  • • 

• • 

6,077 

3,962 

Cheese  ••  ••  ••  •• 

99  • • 

• • 

597 

444 

Cinnamon 

„ . . 

• • 

710 

688 

Coal 

Tons  .. 

384,329 

388,546 

Coke 

Colours — 

99  • • 

42,163 

29,206 

Aniline 

Cwts. . . 

1,380 

1,360 

White  lead  and  zinc. . 

99  * * 

12,241 

9,780 

Indigo 

99  * • 

1,067 

1,571 

Chloride  of  lime 

99  * * 

13,188 

12,900 

Chlorate  of  potash 

99 

12,326 

11,400 

Chemical  preparations. . 

Value 

£ 

4,715 

7,733 

Coffee  ■ . . . •• 

Tons  . . 

5,701 

5,054 

Cork  bark 

Cwts. . . 

6,413 

8,160 

Cotton  <•  ••  • * •• 

Tons  . . 

6,002 

5,662 

Envelopes 

Cwts. . . 

522 

737 

Feathers.. 

99  * * 

291 

240 

Fennel  . . 

99 

904 

628 

Fertilisers 

Tons  . . 

27,148 

24,616 

Figs 

Cwts. . . 

912 

1,120 

Flax  ..  ..  .. 

Fish — 

99  • * 

10,406 

11,240 

Salt,  herring  . . 

Tons  .. 

6,516 

3,383 

Dry  . . 

Fruits,  berries  and  greenstuff's, 

99  • * 

409 

476 

fresh  . . . . • • • • 

Cwts. . . 

4,253 

197 

3,980 

Ginger,  dry 
Glass — 

» 

184 

Window  ..  ••  •• 

99  * • 

3,224 

6,040 

Plate  . . 

99  • • 

807 

1,020 

Glauber-salts  . . • • • • 

Tons  .. 

1,779 

1,204 

Glue  • . . • • • • • 

Grain — 

Cwts. . . 

1,439 

2,100 

Flour,  wheat . . 

Bags  . . 

100,034 

68,898 

„ rye 

Unground,  wheat  ..  •• 

99  • • 

40,323 

21,779 

Tons  . . 

• • 

12,881 

1,833 

10,846 

» rye 

„ maize 

99  * * 

• • 

2,386 

99  * * 

• • 

994 

4,905 

,,  barley  .. 

99  * * 

• • 1 

670 

1,148 

,,  beans  • • • • 

99  • • 

* * 1 

219 

247 

Gypsum . • 

H ats  . . . • • • • • 

99  * * 

Number 

1,572 

24,563 

1,852 

33,565 

Hemp  . . 

Tons  . . 

513 

556 

GOTHENBURG. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Gothenburg  during 
the  Years  1893-92 — continued. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

Hides  and  skins — 

Raw  . . 

Tons  . . 

, , 

801 

939 

Cured  . . 

99  • • 

, # 

735 

648 

Hops 

Cwts. . . 

# # 

2,160 

2,420 

Jute 

Tons  . . 

1,131 

523 

Machinery  and  implements  . . 

Value 

111,926 

211,437 

Metals — 

Pig-iron  . . . . . . 

Tons  . . 

, . 

7,832 

9,299 

Rails  . . 

99  • • 

. . 

7,401 

4,102 

Iron  and  steel  pipes. . 

99  • • 

1,905 

, # 

Bars,  balks,  angle  and  fancy 

99 

1,755 

1,166 

Plates,  tinned 

99  • • 

. . 

1,504 

1,786 

Other  kinds 

99  • • 

, , 

293 

230 

Zinc  and  tin  . . 

99  • • 

, , 

842 

854 

Lead  . . 

)9  • • 

508 

500 

Copper 

99  • * 

283 

389 

Molasses. . 

3,993 

3,452 

Nails 

• • 

342 

663 

Oilcake  . . 

99  • • 

. , 

6,153 

6,718 

Oils — 

Paraffin  and  naphtha 

99  • • 

7,936 

6,495 

Linseed 

JJ  * • 

376 

623 

Train  . . 

99  * * 

337 

367 

Other  kinds  . . 

99  • * 

3,137 

3,241 

Oleine  . . 

99  • • 

. . 

320 

296 

Oranges  . . 

99  * * 

. , 

336 

384 

Paper 

673 

1,074 

Pepper 

Cwts. . . 

. . 

1,797 

1,998 

Plums  and  prunes,  dry. . 

99 

. . 

3,417 

2,820 

Porcelain 

99  * * 

. . 

4,560 

4,440 

8,740 

Potash  . . 

• • 

. . 

10,960 

Raisins  .. 

Tons  .. 

. , 

6,500 

5,780 

Rice 

2,825 

2,906 

Rope 

Cwts. . . 

1,380 

1,899 

Resin 

Tons  . . 

934 

1,320 

Saltpetre 

Cwts. . . 

, , 

1,200 

959 

Salt  

Tons  . . 

. . 

20,256 

21,128 

Seed,  chiefly  linseed  and  rape- 

seed  . . 

99  • • 

. , 

5,385 

6,690 

Shoddy  

99  • • 

. . 

798 

584 

Spirituous  liquors,  chiefly 

115,016 

arrack,  cognac,  and  whisky. . 

Gallons 

. . 

102,051 

Starch  . . 

Cwts.  , . 

1,960 

1,335 

Sugar — 

Raw  . . 

Tons  .. 

. , 

4,222 

3,330 

Refined 

99  * * 

. . 

296 

522 

Sulphur  and  flowers  of  sulphur 

99  • • 

. . 

3,732 

2,838 

Tallow  . . 

Cwts. , . 

5,460 

8,180 

Tea  . » . . 

1,280 

1,260 

Textiles — 

Woollen 

• ♦ 

10,900 

10,000 

Cotton 

91  • • 

6,180 

5,660 

Linen . . 

99  • • 

, , 

2,780 

3,040 

Hosiery  , . 

1,260 

900 

Silk 

160 

300 
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SWEDEN. 


Trade 

generally. 

Exports. 

Cattle. 

Meat. 


Granite. 

Herrings, 

Imports. 

Salt. 

Coal. 

Customs. 


Shipping. 


Freights. 

Harbour. 


Harvest. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Gothenburg  during 
the  Years  1893-92 — continued. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

Thread — 

Cotton 

Cwts. . . 

2,760 

2,560 

Linen . . 

120 

100 

Tobacco,  raw 

Tons  .. 

875 

784 

Turpentine  oil,  and  spirits  of.. 

Cwts.  . . 

1,480 

1,940 

Umbrellas  and  parasols 

Number 

22,641 

56,145 

Wine 

Gallons 

75,431 

156,773 

Wool 

Tons  . . 

966 

871 

Yarn — 

Cotton 

99  9 9 • • 

1,346 

1,473 

Woollen 

1,128 

990 

Linen  and  jute 

>9  • • • • 

740 

460 

Stromstad. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Lundgren  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  general  depression  in  trade  which  has  been  felt  during 
latter  years  remains  unchanged. 

The  import  of  cattle  to  Norway  from  this  country  being  still 
prohibited,  owing  to  the  cattle  disease  in  the  south  of  Sweden,  a 
considerable  quantity  of  fresh  meat  has  been  exported  to  Norway 
instead,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  exports. 

The  export  of  granite  for  pavement  is  somewhat  less  than 
in  the  previous  year,  whereas  that  of  herrings  shows  an  increase. 

Of  salt  there  was  less  imported  than  during  the  previous  year, 
which  remark  is  also  applicable  to  the  import  of  coal,  the  latter 
article  having  greatly  risen  in  price. 

The  dues  collected  by  the  customs  amounted  to  2,037/.,  against 
1,501/.  in  1892. 

The  merchant  fleet  of  this  town  and  district  consists  of  49 
sailing  vessels  and  3 steamers,  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of 
7,380  tons,  or  152  tons  less  than  last  year. 

The  freight  market  has  been  most  unsatisfactory  throughout 
the  year. 

The  inner  harbour  of  this  port  was  closed  by  ice  for  some  time 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  as  was  the  case  with  the  other 
harbours  on  the  coast,  but  the  outer  harbour  was  throughout  the 
winter  accessible  to  steamers  engaged  in  the  Swedish  fresh  herring 
trade  with  Great  Britain. 

On  account  of  the  dry  weather  the  yield  of  hay  was  not  so 
plentiful  as  during  the  preceding  year,  whereas  the  crop  of  rye 
turned  out  very  satisfactory.  Oats  yielded  scarcely  an  average 
crop. 


GOTHENBURG. 
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The  prices  of  agricultural  produce  are  low,  affording  no  profit 
to  the  farmers. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Stromstad  during  the 
Years  1893. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessel's. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

9 

807 

9 

807 

Swedish  

442 

10,767 

249 

46,225 

40,390 

691 

56,992 

Norwegian 

158 

7,615 

495 

653 

43,005 

Other  countries  ... 

23 

3,548 

9 

1,983 

32 

5,531 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

632 

22,737 

753 

88,598 

1,385 

111,335 

615 

25,349 

914 

104,103 

1,529 

129,452 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

8 

738 

... 

8 

738 

Swedish  

506 

10,762 

185 

38*218 

691 

48,890 

Norwegian 

164 

8,272 

1 501 

41,104 

665 

49,376 

Other  countries  ... 

21 

3,106 

9 

1,983 

30 

5,089 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

699 

22,788 

1 

695 

81,305 

1,394 

104,093 

preceding 

662 

23,886 

837 

85,065 

1,499 

108,951 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Stromstad  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Eggs 

Scores  . . 

338,292 

£ 

15,035 

398,947 

£ 

19,947 

Fresh  meat . . 

Cwts. 

2,548 

3,610 

20,915 

, , 

Granite 

# # 

# , 

. , 

27,390 

Herrings 

Barrels  . . 

133,639 

46,799 

93,595 

28,883 

Live  stock  . . 

Number. . 

. , 

5,245 

16,069 

Oats 

Quarters. . 

1,933 

1,753 

4,988 

3,392 

Total  . . 

•• 

•• 

88,112 

95,681 
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SWEDEN. 


Trade 

generally. 

Exports. 

Fish. 

Oats. 

Paper. 

Wood. 

Imports. 

Coal. 

Rails. 

Shipping. 


Agriculture. 


Fi-heries. 


Wages. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Stromstad  during  the 

Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

_ 

1892. 

! Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Barrels 

Number. . 

£ 

122,435 

£ 

7,600 

Coal.. 

Tons 

1,783 

1,604 

2,658 

2,126 

Grain 

\y  • • 

509 

3,162 

10,967 

438 

3,167 

Herrings 

Barrels  . . 

14,623 

9,160 

6,870 

Salt 

Tons 

4,298 

3,582 

6,896 

5,746 

Total  . . 

•• 

19,315 

••  • 

25,509 

Udde  VALLA. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Thorburn  reports  as  follows  : — 

There  has  been  little  activity  in  trade  during  the  year,  p rices 
having,  as  a rule,  had  a downward  tendency. 

Notwithstanding  the  low  prices  obtained,  most  of  the  principal 
articles  of  export  from  this  port — as,  for  instance,  fish,  oats,  paper, 
and  wood — show  an  increase  in  the  export  list  compared  with  the 
preceding  year. 

The  import  of  coal  has  fallen  off  considerably,  owing  to  the 
coal  strikes  in  Great  Britain  and  consequent  high  prices. 

Rails,  which  hitherto  have  always  been  imported  from  Great 
Britain,  have  lately  been  bought  from  Belgium  for  a narrow-gauge 
railway  now  under  construction  here. 

With  the  low  freights  ruling  throughout  the  year,  shipping  has 
proved  unremunerative,  and  the  old  wooden  sailing  vessels 
belonging  to  this  district  can  no  longer  compete  in  the  general 
carrying  trade. 

The  duties  imposed  on  the  chief  agricultural  produce  not 
having  proved  of  any  advantage,  and  the  crops  raised  last  season 
being  insufficient,  land  is  falling  off  in  value,  and  the  state  of  this 
district  not  improving. 

Several  English  fishing  smacks  have  lately  been  bought  by 
fishermen  here,  who  find  the  English  craft  more  suitable  for  deep- 
sea  fishery  than  the  boats  generally  built  on  this  coast. 

The  emigration  from  this  country  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  where  there  appears  to  be  less  demand  now  for  manual 
labour,  having  lately  decreased,  the  rate  of  wages  here  is  rather 
reduced. 


GOTHENBURG, 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Udde valla  during  the 

Year  1893. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

126 

2 

1,418 

3 

1,544 

Swedish  

25 

4,229 

67 

31,380 

92 

35,609 

Norwegian 

14 

2,739 

9 

2,226 

23 

4,965 

Other  countries  ... 

6 

341 

1 

279 

7 

620 

Total  

46 

7,435 

79 

35,303 

125 

42,738 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

70 

8,864 

64 

26,145 

134 

35,009 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ton3. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

2 

224 

4 

2,813 

6 

3,037 

Swedish  

45 

5,030 

76 

31,723 

121 

36,753 

Norwegian 

14 

2,442 

11 

2,608 

25 

5.050 

Other  countries  ... 

7 

508 

1 

255 

8 

763 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

68 

8,204 

92 

37,399 

160 

45,603 

93 

10,569 

69 

28,332 

162 

38,901 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Uddevalla  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

Fish  ••  • • ••  • • 

Tons  . . 

687 

33  L 

Matches.. 

99  • • • • 

781 

1,029 

Oats  •«  ••  * • . • 

Cwts. . . 

305,350 

135,043 

Paper  . • • • ••  • • 

» ••  • • 

44,407 

42,060 

Wood  .. 

Standards 

7,493 

6,300 

Other  articles 

Tons  « » 

73 

46 

14 


SWEDEN. 


Trade 

generally. 


Exports. 

Fish. 


Imports. 

Coal. 

Salt. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Uddevalla  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

4 

Quar 

1893. 

itity. 

1892. 

Coal  and  coke  . . 

Tons  .. 

14,170 

21,964 

Cotton  . . 

Cwts.  . . 

6,772 

5,637 

Flour  and  rye-meal 

• • • • 

960 

Grain 

9,351 

Machinery 

Value  £ 

473 

3,148 

Manure  . . . . . . . . 

Cwts. . . 

56,787 

75,182 

Oils  

• • • • 

9,314 

15,702 

Rails 

Tons  . . 

3,500 

Salt  

• • • • 

1,170 

Tallow  . . 

Cwts. . . 

3,296 

•• 

Marstrand. 

Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Christenson  reports  as  follows : — 

The  navigation  in  the  Cattegat  being  greatly  interrupted  by 
ice  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  direct  exports  and  imports 
of  this  place  were  less  than  usual. 

Marstrand  is  one  of  the  principal  stations  of  the  herring  and 
mackerel  fishery  on  this  coast,  and  exports  annually  considerable 
quantities  of  this  fish  in  its  fresh  state  to  Germany  and  Denmark. 

The  direct  imports  to  Marstrand  chiefly  consists  of  coal  and 
salt,  other  requirements  being  supplied  from  Gothenburg. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Marstrand  in  the  Year 

1893. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

98 

1 

98 

Swedish  

40 

3,613 

i’i 

3,01*6 

51 

6,629 

Danish  

15 

230 

61 

14,669 

78 

14,899 

Other  countries  ... 

2 

276 

18 

3,285 

20 

3,561 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

58 

4,217 

90 

20,970 

148 

25,187 

93 

4,065 

142 

30,647 

235 

34,712 

GOTHENBURG. 
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Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

98 

1 

98 

Swedish  

36 

2,677 

19 

4,165 

55 

6,842 

13,845 

Danish  

13 

201 

56 

13,644 

69 

Other  countries  ... 

1 

142 

22 

4,466 

23 

4,608 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

51 

3,118 

97 

22,275 

148 

25,393 

preceding 

84 

2,975 

151 

32,751 

235 

35,726 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Marstrand  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Fish..  .. 

Oats . . 

Tons 

Cfrts. 

20,227 

£ 

27,900 

29,250 

3,580 

£ 

40,513 

1,094 

Total  .. 

•• 

•• 

27,900 

’* 

41,604 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Marstrand  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Coal 

Tons 

835 

ZO 

o» 

408 

£ 

340 

Potatoes 

C'wts, 

1 

1,170 

228 

Salt  . . . , 

Tons 

1,664 

1,553 

3,887 

3,340 

To-.al  . 

“ 

•• 

2,219 

1 

3,9C8 

Warberg. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Jobson  reports  as  follows.* — * 

The  trade  of  this  port  has  been  dull  throughout  the  year,  and  Trade 
there  is  no  sign  of  an  improvement.  generally. 

This  port  having  no  regular  direct  steamboat  communication  Exports, 
with  other  countries,  considerable  quantities  of  the  produce  of 
this  district  are  sent  to  Gothenburg,  Helsingborg,  and  Halmstad 
for  shipment. 

(1813) 
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Imports. 

Customs. 

Freights. 

Merchant 

navy. 

Roads  and 
harbour. 

Crops. 

Grain. 

Fisheries. 

Railways. 


16  SWEDEN. 

Of  the  chief  articles  of  import  to  Warberg,  cotton  is  imported 
direct  from  America ; coal  and  coke,  machinery,  manure,  and  rails 
from  Great  Britain  ; flour  and  meal,  manure  and  oils  from  Germany 
and  Denmark ; and  salt  from  Portugal. 

The  dues  collected  by  the  customs  amounted  to  10,050/.,  against 
10,250/.  in  1892. 

There  has  been  a slight  improvement  in  the  freights  when 
compared  with  the  rates  of  last  year. 

Ten  vessels,  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  610  tons,  belong  to 
this  port. 

The  roads  and  harbour  are  well  sheltered,  and  the  latter  affords 
every  facility  for  the  discharge  and  loading  of  vessels. 

All  crops  were  well  housed  and  gave  a full  average  yield, 
except  hay,  which  turned  out  below  the  average. 

Since  the  spring  the  prices  of  grain  have  declined,  and  towards 
the  close  of  the  year  the  quotations  were  : for  wheat,  65.  8d.  per 
cwt. ; rye,  5 s.  per  cwt. ; barley,  5 s.  10 \d.  per  cwt. ; and  oats, 
5s.  10 \d.  per  cwt.  The  comparatively  high  price  of  oats  was 
caused  by  a brisk  demand  for  this  cereal  from  Germany  and 
Denmark. 

In  consequence  of  the  boisterous  weather  during  the  autumn, 
the  herring  fishing  did  not  turn  out  satisfactory,  contrary  to  which 
haddock,  cod,  and  flat-fish  gave  a good  result. 

A narrow  gauge  railway  from  the  port  of  Falkenberg  to  the 
interior,  a distance  of  about  22  miles,  is  under  construction. 


Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Warberg  during  the 

Year  1893. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Y essels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

British  ..  ..  ,, 

7 

3,395 

6 

3,141 

Swedish. . 

132 

14,953 

280 

30,375 

Danish  . . . . 

86 

4,208 

90 

4,619 

German.. 

21 

2,425 

25 

2,777 

Other  countries 

10 

2,585 

10 

• 2,585 

Total 

„ for  the  year 

256 

27,566 

411 

43,497 

preceding 

217 

26,386 

428 

48,861 

GOTHENBURG. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Warberg  during  tlie 

Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

Butter  . . 

Cwts... 

12,250 

10,500 

Fish 

Value  £ 

1,160 

480 

Granite  . , . . . . 

8,630 

9,210 

Oats 

Cwls. .. 

53,620 

34,000 

Wood 

Standards 

5,005 

4,500 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Warberg  during  the 

Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

Coal  and  coke 

Tons  .. 

15,840 

18,910 

Coffee 

Cwts. . . 

2,730 

2,440 

Cotton  . . 

>>  • * 

5,060 

10,500 

Flour  and  meal 

11,200 

8,580 

Machinery 

Value 

*£ 

2,700 

4,210 

Manure  . . 

Cwts. . . 

4,560 

18,300 

Oils 

» . . 

15,780 

15,920 

Rails 

Tons  . . 

6,075 

# . 

Salt  

Cwts. . . 

1,150 

1,210 

Textiles . . 

4,180 

4,570 

Halmstad. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Beckeman  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  trade  of  this  port  has  been  of  about  the  same  extent  as  Trade 
that  of  the  year  before.  generally. 

Although  the  prices  of  the  chief  articles  of  export  of  this  dis-  Exports, 
trict  ruled  low  throughout  the  year,  still  most  articles  show  an 
increase  in  the  export  list  when  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

Of  the  principal  articles  of  import  to  this  place,  bran,  herring,  Impoit?. 
jute,  manure,  paraffin  oil,  rice,  and  wool  show  an  increase,  whereas 
of  coal,  flour,  wheat,  and  linseed  oake  less  was  imported  than 
during  the  previous  year. 


(1813) 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Halmstad  during  the 

Year  1893. 


Entebbe. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total, 

Nationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

2 

181 

15 

4,998 

17 

5,179 

Swedish  

389 

21,731. 

188 

50,089 

577 

71,820 

Danish  

318 

18,721 

10 

518 

328 

19,239 

German  

80 

5,286 

34 

10,726 

114 

15,712 

Other  countries  ... 

42 

4,732 

2 

452 

46 

5,184 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

831 

50,651 

249 

66,483 

1,082 

117,134 

974 

61,145 

232 

60,582 

1,206 

121,727 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

5 

352 

12 

4,244 

17 

4,596 

Swedish  

543 

23,844 

170 

46,234 

713 

70,078 

Danish  

326 

19,593 

13 

669 

336 

20,262 

German  

78 

4,263 

40 

11,378 

118 

15,641 

Other  countries  ... 

45 

5,054 

2 

1,717 

47 

6,771 

, Total  

„ for  the  year 

997 

53,106 

234 

64,242 

1,231 

117,348 

preceding 

1,135 

67,596 

249 

67,319 

1,384 

134,915 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Halmstad  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Quantity. 

Articles. 

j 

1 

1893. 

1892. 

Balks  and  rafters  . . 

Standards  . . 

7,538 

0,151 

Butter  ! 

Cwts  . . 

1,008 

15 

Cranberries  . . . , . . 

• • • • 

4,915 

385 

Granite 

Value  £ 

20,895 

22,432 

Oats  

Cwts. . . 

83,709 

70,838 

Pit  props 

Standards 

12,473 

13,927 

Wood-pulp 

Tons  . . 

4,141 

3,497 

GOTHENBURG. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Halmstad  during  the 

Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

Quae 

1893. 

itity. 

1892. 

Bran 

Tons  . . 

2,742 

818 

Coal  

M • • 

19,223 

21,210. 

Flour 

• • 

221 

231 

Grain,  wheat 

1 

it  • • 

2,555 

2,597 

Herring,  cured 

.J 

ti 

244 

185 

Jute 

it  • • 

2,745 

2,221 

Linseed  cake  . . 

ty  • • 

469 

630 

Manures.. 

.. 

it  • • 

4,286 

3,851 

Paraffin  oil 

it  • • 

938 

£00 

Rice 

ty  ■ • 

270 

136 

Wool 

..  i 

a • • 

208 

43 

Helsingborg. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Westrup  reports  as  follows : — 

Notwithstanding  the  general  dulness  in  trade  and  commerce  Trade 
everywhere  else,  Helsingborg  has  made  a steady  progress  both  in  generally, 
shipping  and  trade  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  returns 
shipping,  exports  and  imports,  which  accompany  this  report. 

On  account  of  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  the  province  of  Exports. 
Scania,  the  export  of  cattle  from  this  district  has  decreased  con-  Cattle* 
siderably,  the  principal  markets  abroad  being  closed  to  Swedish 
cattle. 

The  deepening  of  the  harbour  is  proceeded  with,  and  vessels  Harbour, 
drawing  up  to  20  feet  of  water  can  now  enter  and  discharge  along 
the  quays. 

The  shipbuilding  yard  here  has  been  well  employed  throughout  Shipbuilding, 
the  year,  one  iron  vessel  having  been  launched  and  the  building  of 
another  commenced,  besides  which  a number  of  wooden  vessels 
have  undergone  repairs. 

By  the  opening  to  traffic  of  the  Scania-Smaland  Railway,  Railways, 
from  the  Astorp  station  on  the  Helsingborg-Hessleholm  Railway 
to  Markaryd,  a village  in  the  province  of  Sinaland,  a large  district 
has  been  opened  to  the  trade  of  Helsingborg. 

A new  large  town  hall  is  now  being  built  here. 


Town  hall. 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Helsingborg  during  the 

Year  1893. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ton3. 

Number  of ' 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of  | 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

185 

57 

42,301 

58 

42,489 

Swedish  

2,305 

70,823 

923 

300,126 

3,228 

370,919 

Danish  

173. 

6,851 

2,279 

509,810 

2,452 

516,664 

Norwegian 

27 

7,265 

89 

30,745 

116 

38,010 

German  

51 

3,406 

47 

20.105 

98 

23,511 

Other  countries  ... 

21 

6,315 

7 

4,325 

28 

10,640 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

2,578 

94,848 

3,402 

907,415 

5,980 

1,002,263 

preceding 

2,684 

88,347 

3,489 

901,763 

6,173 

990,110 

Cleared. 





.Xu 

■ ! 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

185 

57 

42,304 

297,078 

58 

42,489 

Swedish  

2,259 

60.866 

918 

3,177 

359.944 

Danish  

171 

6,5^3 

2,279 

509,810 

2,450 

516j363 

Norwegian 

26 

6,010 

30 

30,745 

20,105 

lit 

36,755 

German  

49 

2,989 

47 

96 

23,094 

, Other  countries  ... 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

19 

5,905 

7 

4,325 

26 

10,230 

2,525 

82, £08 

3,397 

904,367 

5,922 

986,875 

2,608 

73,702 

3,486 

900,028 

6,094 

973,730 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Helsingborg  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

Quar 

1893. 

Ltity. 

1892. 

Beef  and  bacon, . 

Tons  . . 

2,200 

2,333 

Butter  .. 

2,897 

2,427 

Clay  goods 

Number 

5,163,000  * 

4,254,000 

Eggs 

Tons  . . 

54 

28 

Fish 

» • • • • 

991 

785 

Firewood 

Cubic  fathoms 

2,600 

1,025 

Grain  . . . . . . 

Tons  . . 

11,170 

14,300 

Iron 

}}  • • • • 

3,100 

1,278 

Live  stock 

N umber 

3,581 

11,226 

Machinery 

Tons  . . 

234 

75 

Manure  . . 

>>  • • • « 

522 

505 

Put  pie  ore 

2,066 

1,453 

Staves  and  laths 

Number 

5,700,000 

5,070,2c  0 

Sugar  and  syrup 

| Tons  . . 

3,380 

1,337 

Wood-pulp 

■ > 

3,206 

833 

GOTHENBURG. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Helsingborg  during  the 

Years  1893-92. 


Quantity. 

Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Bran 

Tons  . . 

2,047 

1,514 

Coal  and  coke 

J>  * • 

88,929 

81,859 

Coffee 

• * 

562 

426 

Grain  . . 

1 

9f 

14,058 

12,158 

I ron 

99  • • 

3,152 

4,580 

Oil-cake.. 

.. 

9)  • • 

1,715 

2,233 

Manure  . . . . 

• • 

22,048 

27,038 

Oils  

9)  • • 

1,758 

1,752 

Ore  

99  * • 

12,239 

6,441 

Salt 

99  • • 

3,050 

2,709 

Sugar 

99  * * 

755 

571 

Landscrona. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Neess  reports  as  follows  : — 

There  is  not  much  change  in  trade  and  commerce  to  be  re- 
ported from  this  port  during  the  year  1893. 

The  export  of  grain  amounts  to  more  than  double  the  quantity 
of  1892.  The  increase  consists  of  oats  of  which  the  crop  of  189,2 
was  a very  good  one,  but  most  of  it  was  not  shipped  until  the 
spring  of  1893. 

Another  article  of  export  also  shows  a considerable  increase, 
namely  eggs,  which  amount  to  124,013  scores,  against  52,087 
scores  the  preceding  year,  and  seem  to  become  an  article  worth 
consideration. 

The  import  of  sugar,  which  almost  solely  consists  of  German 
raw  sugar,  to  the  large  sugar  refinery  at  this  place,  shows  some  in- 
crease in  spite  of  the  great  production  of  beetroots  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

The  railway  line  from  Landscrona  to  Kjeflinge  was  opened  to 
traffic  last  summer,  and  a regular  steamship  line  with  Hamburg 
was  started  in  the  course  of  the  year,  thus  further  improving  the 
already  existing  good  communications  by  land  and  by  sea. 

A large  gunpowder  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  smokeless  gun- 
powder is  being  built  by  a private  company  near  Landscrona,  close 
to  one  of  the  stations  on  the  Landscrona-Kjeflinge  Railway,  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  production  will  be  on  a very  large  scale. 

The  yield  of  the  crops  of  1893  was,  on  the  whole,  very  fair,  and 
all  carried  in  excellent  condition  ; rye  an  abundant  crop  ; wheat 
an  average,  but  somewhat  reduced  through  frost ; barley  an  average 
crop  of  fine  malting  quality,  and  oats  below  an  average  owing  to 
drought.  The  yield  of  beetroots  was  the  best  known  for  many 
years ; clover  and  grass  a short  crop  owing  to  drought,  but  of  very 
good  quality. 


Trade 

generally. 

Exports. 

Grain. 


Eggs. 


Imports. 

Sugar. 


Railways. 

Steamship 

line. 


Gunpowder. 


Harvest. 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Landserona  in  the 

Year  1893. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

| 

Tons. 

| Number  of 
l Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

14 

14,935 

14 

14,935 

Danish 

13*6 

7,353 

518 

55,292 

678 

62.616 

German  

79 

3,722 

28 

10,915 

198,587 

107 

14,637 

Other  countries  ... 

370 

2i,988 

616 

986 

227,575 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

579 

40,063 

1 

1,206 

279,729 

1,785 

319,792 

preceding  ...  j 

707 

45  154  1 

1 

1,386 

291,758 

2,093 

336,912 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

{ Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

13 

13,866 

13 

13,866 

Danish  

130 

7,353 

548 

55,292 

678 

62,645 

German  

79 

3,722 

28 

10,915 

107 

14,637  ’ 

Other  countries  ... 

383 

28,369 

617 

199,665 

1,000 

228,054 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

592 

39,444 

1,206 

279,758 

1,798 

319,202 

708 

46,734 

1,385 

292,603 

2,093 

339,337 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Landserona  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

Quar 

1893. 

itity. 

1892. 

Bacon  . . . . 

Cwts. . . 

13,640 

13,340 

Bid  ter  .. 

B • • • • 

2,420 

2,760 

Clay  goods 

Number  .. 

5,366,149 

4,571,983 

Eggs 

Scores  . 

124,013 

52,087 

IVh 

Cwts. . . 

1,720 

1,760 

Gram  ..  ..  ••  . . 

Tons  . . 

6,047 

2,781 

Hides  . . 

Cwts... 

580 

240 

l.ive  stock  . . . • 

Number 

1,478 

2,925 

Machinery 

Value  £ 

3,370 

1,000 

Wood 

Standards 

2,527 

3,270 

Other  articles  . . 

Tons  . . 

824 

925 

GOTHENBURG. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Landscrona  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

Qua] 

1893. 

itiiy. 

1892. 

Bran 

! Tons  .. 

1,932 

2,853 

Coffee  . . 

Cwts. . . 

3,580 

3,480 

(.  oal  . . . . . . . . | 

Tons  . . 

45,256 

46,235 

Grain 

»>  • • 

1,925 

2,282 

Hides 

yy  • • 

166 

240 

Iron  . . . . . . . . | 

Value 

362 

998 

Machinery 

‘i 

8,800 

14,547 

Manure,  raw 

Tons  . . 

7.087 

6,338 

Oil-cake. . 

3,247 

2,636 

Spirits  of  wine 

Gallons 

• • 

3,124 

7,638 

Sugar  . . 

Tons  .. 

3,426 

2,534 

Textiles.. 

Cwts. . . 

• • 

620 

1,240 

Other  articles  . . 

Tons  .. 

1,867 

] 

1,741 

Malmo. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Flensburg  reports  as  follows  : — 

There  is,  no  doubt,  an  improvement  in  the  trade  of  this  place,  Trade 
owing  to  the  widened  upland  territory,  which  has  been  attained  by  generally, 
means  of  new  railways  and  other  communications.  The  financial 
position  may,  on  the  whole,  be  considered  good  and  sound,  and  no 
disturbances  of  any  importance  in  the  shape  of  failures  have  taken 
place,  which  undoubtedly  is  a good  criterion  on  the  more  or  less 
remunerative  result  of  trade  and  commerce.  The  coast  trade  seems 
to  increase  from  year  to  year.  The  shipping  trade,  which  since 
several  years  ago  has  suffered  under  the  influence  of  uncommonly 
low  freights,  shows  a lamentable  exception  from  the  state  of  trade 
in  general,  the  capital  invested  in  shipping  having  yielded  but  a 
scanty  profit. 

On  the  whole  the  exports  from  this  port  figure  satisfactorily,  Exports, 
with  the  exception  of  live  stock,  which,  on  account  of  the  principal  Live  stock, 
markets  abroad  being  closed  to  Swedish  cattle,  already  in  1892 
fell  off  considerably,  and  now  for  1893  is  reduced  to  the  limited 
number  of  13,879,  being  less  than  one-half  of  the  export  in  1892. 

The  imports,  which  may  be  considered  the  best  evidence  of  the  Imports, 
consuming  power  of  a country,  have  likewise  been  satisfactory  Qoaj  an(j  coke> 
and  increasing,  excepting  coal  and  coke,  which  on  account  of  the 
miners’  strike  in  Great  Britain  was  about  14,500  tons  less  than 
the  import  in  1892. 

The  dues  collected  by  the  customs  at  Malmo  in  1893  amounted  Custom*, 
to  256,395/.,  against  233,031/.  in  1892,  being  an  increase  of 
23,364/. 

The  navigation  in  the  sound  northward  as  well  as  southward  Navigation, 
of  this  port  was  closed  by  ice  for  about  7 weeks  during  the  months 
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Home  ships. 


Freights. 

Industries. 


House 

building. 

Shipbuilding. 


Harvest. 


Railways. 


Harbour. 


Population. 


of  January-Mareh,  and  it  was  only  by  the  aid  of  a steamer  built 
for  ice  breaking  that  the  daily  communication  with  Copenhagen 
could  be  kept  up. 

The  merchant  vessels  belonging  to  this  port  consisted  of  10 
steamers,  of  4,934  tons  and  1,195  nominal  horse-power,  and  39 
sailing  vessels  of  14,925  tons. 

The  freights  have,  as  stated  above,  ruled  low  throughout  the 
year,  leaving  no  profit  to  shipowners. 

The  industrial  establishments  of  this  place,  flour  mills  excepted, 
have  worked  with  a tolerably  good  result,  and  matters  have  gone 
on  smoothly  without  strikes  and  lockouts.  Some  new  factories 
are  under  erection. 

There  has  been  a remarkable  increase  in  private  house  building. 
The  shipbuilding  yards  have  been  well  employed  throughout  the 
year,  both  for  repairs  and  new  building  of  steamers  for  the 
merchant  service  as  well  as  the  navy. 

The  crops  of  this  district  may  be  estimated  as  abundant  both 
with  regard  to  quantity  and  quality,  but  prices  have  ruled  very 
low  in  the  absence  of  any  speculative  demand. 

The  Malmo-Tomelilla  Railway  has  been  opened  to  traffic,  and 
by  joining  the  Cimbrishamn-Tomelilla  Railway  forms  a line 
through  the  whole  province  of  Scania  from  west  to  east. 

A new  railway,  the  Malmo-Genarp,  the  seventh  in  order, 
terminating  at  Malmo,  is  being  built,  and  will  likely  be  open  to 
traffic  in  1894. 

The  improvement  of  the  harbour,  deepening  and  widening  of 
the  entrance  channel,  have  been  carried  out  as  usual  after  the 
plan  adopted,  and  the  Town  Council  has  assigned  place  and  means 
for  building  a steam-ferry,  harbour,  and  slipway  for  conducting 
the  trains  on  the  Government  railway  to  Copenhagen. 

The  population  of  Malmo  has  now  risen  to  50,587  inhabitants, 
showing  an  increase  on  the  foregoing  year  of  1,015  souls. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Malmo  during  the  Year 

1893. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

2 

1,510 

89 

70,632 

91 

72,142 

Swedish  

583 

41,911 

1,209 

398,620 

1,792 

440,531 

Danish  ... 

151 

7,741 

1,173 

202,964 

1,324 

210,705 

German  ... 

65 

5,129 

91 

27,675 

156 

32,804 

-Norwegian 

35 

7,923 

. 24  . 

. . 10,262  . 

. 59  . 

18,190 

Other  countries  ... 

27 

7,200 

5 

2,096 

32 

9,296 

Total  

• 863 

71,414 

2,591 

712,254 

3,454 

783,668 

" for  the  year 
preceding. 

803. 

78,235 

3,558 

861,698 . 

4,421  1 

.939,933 

GOTHENBURG. 


Cleared. 


Nationality. 

1 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons.  j 

Number  of  , 
Vessels. 

Tons.  j 

Number  of  ' 
Vessels.  1 

Tens, 

British  ! 

Swedish  

Danish  j 

Gennati  

Norwegian 

Other  countries  ... 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

2 
f 92 
148 
63 
35 
28 

1,510 

45,582 

6,595 

4,874 

7,590 

7,478 

88 

1.213 
1,197 
90  | 

25 
8 

69,753  ! 

400,349  j 
207,563  1 

26,835 
11,280 
| 4,168 

90  I 

1,805 
1,345 
153 
60 
36 

1 

71,263 
445,941 
214,158 
31,709 
18,870 
! 11,646 

868 

862 

73,639 

76,819 

2,621 

3,557 

719,948 

867,126 

| 3,489 

I 4,419 

j 793,587 
] 943,945 

Betukn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Malmo  dnring 
the  Years  1893-94 


A rticles. 

1 

1 

Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

Bacon  and  beef. . 

Butter 

Cement  . . 

Chalk 

Cheese  . . 

Eggs  . . • • 

Grain  and  flour 
Live  stock 
Matches . . 

Sugar  and  syrup 
Timber  ..  ••  •• 

Wood-pulp  ..  •• 

Tons  . . • • 

M • • * * 

}>  • • * * j 

” ** 

» • • • • l 

Scores 
j Tons  . . 

Number 
| Tons  . . 

Standards 
! Tons  . . 

_ 

2,864 
5,970 
4,635 
9,027 
92  i 

303,147 
19,768 
13,879 
3,664 
3,689 
3,790 
2,659 

3,043 

4,865 

8,359 

7,929 

94 

232,907 

19,118 

29,924 

5,484 

2,911 

4,633 

2,788 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Malmo  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

Bran 

Tons  . . 

**334 

4,663 

248 

Cacao 

,,  . . • • 

197,506 

212,000 

Coal  and  coke  . . 

1,166 

1,342 

Coffee 

» • • • 1 

630 

547 

Cotton  . . 

„ . . 

6,003 

6,529 

Feeding  stuffs  . . 

18,449 

4,929 

Grain  and  flour 

,,  . . • • 

1 1,163 

10,600 

Iron,  all  kinds 

Value  £ 

74,901 

15,240 

Machinery 
Manure  . . 

Tons  . . 

! 9,011 

3,7-84 

4,039 

Oils  . « • • 

” 

j 4,c94 

1,559 

Salt 

,,  . . • • 

5,401 

2,627 

Sugar  and  syrup 

m ::  :: 

249 

343 

Tobacco 

” 

1,585 

1 

1,120 

Wool  and  textiles 

1 " " 
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SWEDEN. 


Trade 

generally. 

Exports. 

Butter. 


Bacon. 


Live  stock. 


I mports. 
Sugar. 

Customs. 


Harvest. 
Hay,  &e. 

Grain. 

Roots. 

Railways. 


Ystad. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Nilsson  reports  as  follows : — 

The  trade  and  commerce  of  this  port  has  not  undergone  any 
noticeable  change  from  the  previous  year. 

The  direct  export  from  this  port  of  butter  is  decreasing  since 
the  dairies  in  the  neighbourhood  find  it  an  advantage  to  send  their 
produce  by  rail  to  Malmb  and  Helsingborg  for  shipment. 

The  bacon  cured  at  two  bacon  factories  in  this  district  is  also 
exported  by  way  of  Malmb  and  Helsingborg. 

The  import  of  Swedish  cattle  into  Great  Britain  and  Germany 
being  prohibited,  the  export  from  this  port  of  live  stock  has  almost 
ceased,  causing  great  loss  to  the  farmers. 

It  is  expected  that  the  import  of  sugar  will  gradually  decrease 
after  the  completion  of  two  factories  for  the  production  of  beet- 
root sugar  which  are  now  being  built  in  this  district. 

The  customs  duties  levied  at  Ystad  in  1893  amounted  to 
77,620/.,  against  86,180/.  in  1892. 

On  account  of  the  drought  during  the  spring  and  summer, 
followed  by  very  rainy  weather  in  the  autumn,  the  crops  of  hay 
and  clover,  as  well  as  of  straw,  turned  out  very  insignificant. 

All  crops  of  grain  gave  an  average  yield  of  good  weight  and 
colour.  Beetroots  and  other  roots  produced  an  abundant  crop. 

Two  railways,  namely  the  Ystad-Garsnas  and  the  Klagstorp- 
Rydsgard,  are  now  being  built  in  this  district  and  expected  to  be 
opened  to  traffic  in  the  course  of  1894. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Ystad  during  the 
Year  1893. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

2 

295 

9 

4,696 

106,530 

11 

4,991 

Swedish  

400 

21,519 

325 

725 

128,049 

Danish  

43 

.3,564 

90 

12,592 

133 

16,156 

Norwegian 

13 

1,970 

7 

2,720 

20 

4,690 

Other  countries  ... 

40 

4,806 

12 

4,133 

52 

8,939 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

498 

32,154 

413 

130,671 

911 

162,825 

preceding 

381 

25,080 

445 

127,960 

826 

153,040 

GOTHENBURG. 
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Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

2 

295 

9 

4,696 

11 

4,991 

Swedish  

387 

20,064 

325 

106.530 

712 

126.594 

Danish  

43 

3,564 

90 

12,592 

133 

16,156 

Norwegian 

13 

1,970 

7 

2,720 

20 

4,690 

Other  countries  ... 

39 

4,658 

12 

4,133 

51 

8,791 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

484 

30,551 

443 

130,671 

927 

161,222 

preceding 

389 

26,774 

445 

127,960 

834 

I 153,734 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Ystad  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Quantity. 

Articles. 

• 

1893. 

1892. 

Butter  . . 

Cwts. . . 

615 

1,027 

Flour  . . 

40,266 

51,060 

Grain  . . 

128,834 

137,459 

Sugar  . . 

Tons  . . 

3,601 

3,904 

Spirituous  liquors 

Gallons 

22,295 

46,550 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Ystad  during  the 
Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1 

Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

Bran 

Tons  .. 

1,423 

1,896 

Coal  and  coke  . . 

u • • 

25,739 

31,800 

Flour 

J) 

43 

21 

Grain 

• • 

3,030 

7,5oO 

Iron  .. 

n • • 

2,332 

995 

Oil  cake 

* * * ’ i 

» • • 

1.458 

1,706 

Oils 

» • • 

610 

587 

Sugar  . . 

j*  • • 

5,518  ! 

3,869 

Carlscrona. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Palander  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  dulness  that  prevailed  in  trade  and  commerce  of  this  port  Trade 
during  the  last  3 years  continues  unchanged.  generally. 

Almost  all  the  oats  exported  from  this  district  are  sent  to  Exports 
Malmo  for  shipment  to  Copenhagen,  and,  consequently,  does  not  0at** 


28 


SWEDEN. 


Imports. 

Coal  and  coke. 
Grain. 

Customs. 

Harvest. 


Fisheries. 

Harbour. 


appear  in  the  export  list  of  this  place.  The  quantity  thus  exported 
this  year  amounted  to  about  15,000  cwts. 

The  import  of  coal  and  coke  decreased  considerably,  whereas 
the  import  of  grain  was  nearly  double  that  of  the  preceding 
year. 

The  dues  levied  by  the  customs  at  this  port  amounted  to 
19,772/.,  against  19,231/.  in  1892. 

The  crops  raised  were  small,  but  of  good  quality.  The  prices 
of  grain,  which  throughout  the  year  were  very  low,  have  still  a 
downward  tendency. 

The  fishing  on  this  coast  has  been  very  satisfactory,  but  the 
price  of  fish  very  low. 

The  inner  harbour  is  being  extended  and  deepened. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Carlscrona  during  the 

Year  1893. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

... 

2 

999 

2 

999 

Swedish 

"81 

10,453 

297 

73,673 

378 

89,126 

Norwegian 

16 

3,450 

3 

1,739 

19 

5,189 

German  

26 

2,192 

4 

8C6 

30 

2,998 

Danish  

35 

2,156 

L 

438 

36 

2,594 

Other  countries  ... 

12 

1,737 

1 

657 

13 

2,394 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

170 

19,988 

308 

83,312 

478 

103,300 

216 

21,238 

371 

95,312 

587 

116,550 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

2 

999 

2 

999 

Swedish  

i*2i 

12,672 

220 

54,872 

341 

67,544 

Norwegian 

16 

3,886 

5 

2,675 

21 

6,571 

German  

35 

2,381 

5 

1,163 

40 

3,544 

Danish 

42 

2,362 

1 

433 

43 

2,  ?>00 

Other  countries  ... 

11 

1,813 

11 

1,813 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

225 

23,124 

233 

60,147 

453 

83,271 

I'  2,5 

24,679 

298 

74.738 

573 

99,417 

GOTHENBURG. 
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.Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Carlscrona  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

| • 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Granite 

£ 

15,400 

£ 

20,140 

Oats.. 

Cwts.  . . 

3,339 

835 

Rails,  old  .. 

Tons 

1,825 

3,650 

Wood 

Standards 

7,275 

32,737 

1,669 

37,545 

Total  . . 

48,972 

•• 

61,335 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Carlscrona  during  the 
Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1 

1893. 

1 

1892. 

i 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bacon 

Cwls. 

266 

£ 

532 

V 566 

£ 

1,132 

Brandy 

Gallons  . . 

12,798 

3,199 

4,980 

1,245 

Coal  and  coke 

Tons  . . 

17,314 

12,120 

25,306 

17,714 

Coffee 

Cwts. 

3,299  j 

8,577 

34,874 

2,322 

6,037 

Grain 

Tons  ... 

.6,065  | 

3,170 

21,611 

Iron  and  rails 

3)  • • 

* 444  ' 

1,776 

193  j 

386 

Machinery  . . 

. . 

1,000 

1,736 

Manure  .. 

Tons 

2,614 

3,921 

*955 

1,433 

Meal 

Cwts. 

1,300 

975 

3,620 

1,629 

Petroleum  .. 

>5  * * 

18,100 

5,430 

19,177 

5,753 

Salt 

Tons 

1,655 

3,310 

916  ! 

824 

Sugar 

Cwts. 

1,341 

2,682 

1,568 

3,136 

Tobacco 

)f  • • 

1,092 

2,730 

2,072 

5,698 

Total  . . 

•• 

! 

81,126 

•• 

68,334 

Note. — 1 ton  = 1,000  kilos.;  1 cwt.  = 50  kilos.;  1 gallon  = 41^^  litres; 
1 standard  = ^to»o  cubic  metres;  \l.  = 18  kronor. 


LONDON  : 

Printed  for  Her  Majesty’s  Stationery  Office, 
By  HARRISON  AND  SONS, 
Printers  in  Ordinary  to  Her  Majesty. 
(1250  7 | 94  — H & S 1813) 


FOREIGN  OFFICE. 

1894. 

ANNUAL  SERIES 


]^o.  1435* 

DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS  ON  TRADE 

AND  FINANCE, 


CHINA. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  TEAR  1893 

ON  THE 

TRADE  OF  KIUNGCHOW. 


REFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  1190. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty, 

JULY,  1894. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  HER  MAJESTY’S  STATIONERY  OFFICE, 

BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN’S  LANE, 

PRINTERS  IN  ORDINARY  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 

And  to  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 
EYRE  & SPOTT1SWOODE,  East  Harding  Street,  Fleet  Street,  L.C.,  and 
32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.;  or 
JOHN  MENZIES  & Co..  12,  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh,  and 
90,  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow;  or 
HODGES,  FIGGIS,  & Co.,  Limited,  104,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 


[C.  7293—105.] 


1894. 

Price  One  Penny. 


New  Series  of  Reports. 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following-  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page  : — 


No. 

Price.  | 

No. 

Price. 

1317.  Copenhagen 

t # 

..  Id. 

1376.  Ispahan  . . 

, « 

, # 

4id. 

1318.  Lima 

4 , 

..  Id. 

1377.  Leghorn 

, # 

, , 

2d. 

1319.  New  York  .. 

..  Id. 

1378.  Cagliari 

• • 

Id. 

1320.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

..  Id. 

1379.  Boston 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1321.  Rio  de  Janeiro 

. . 3d. 

1380.  Palermo 

3d. 

1322.  Reunion 

..  3-Jd. 

1381.  New  York  .. 

2d. 

1323.  Berne 

..  Id. 

1382.  Zanzibar  .. 

, # 

2d. 

1324.  Kiukiang  . . 

, , 

..  id. 

1383.  Naples 

## 

lid. 

1325.  Resht 

..  3id. 

1384.  Constantinople 

• • 

2d. 

1326.  Florence 

..  Id. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres 

# , 

5|d. 

1327.  Hakodate  .. 

..  Id, 

1386.  Caracas 

• • 

# , 

lid. 

1328.  Paris 

..  2d. 

1387.  Vienna 

• • 

, # 

lid. 

1329.  Paramaribo.. 

..  lid, 

1388.  Madeira 

• « 

# # 

id. 

1330,  St.  Petersburg 

, # 

..  2id. 

1389.  Panama 

# # 

lid. 

1331.  Patras 

..  lid. 

1390.  New  Orleans 

t • 

2id. 

1332.  Calais 

..  2id. 

1391.  Manila 

, # 

, % 

2d. 

1333.  Loanda 

. . Id.  | 

1392.  Foochow 

Id. 

1334.  Bordeaux  .. 

4 4 

..  2|d. 

1393.  Ningpo  * . . 

# # 

# # 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog  .. 

..  Id. 

1394.  Chinkiang  . . 

o # 

• t 

Id. 

1336.  Galveston  . . 

..  8id. 

1395.  Tamsui 

# # 

# # 

Id. 

1337.  Riga.. 

, , 

. . 2d. 

1396.  Chungking.. 

# , 

lid. 

1338.  Batavia 

. . 

..  l|d. 

1397-  Philadelphia 

, # 

# , 

3td. 

1339.  Boston 

..  lid. 

1398.  Bilbao 

# , 

2id. 

1340.  Baltimore  . . 

..  lid. 

1399.  Dunkirk  .. 

# # 

# # 

Id. 

1341.  Havre 

4 4 

..  2*d. 

1400.  Amoy 

# # 

lid. 

1342.  Yera  Cruz  . ~ 

, 4 

..  Id. 

1401.  Tainan 

# # 

Id. 

1343.  Saigon 

4 , 

..  lid. 

1402.  Ichang 

# # 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm  .. 

4 , 

..  2d.  ! 

1403.  Aleppo 

1345.  Galatz 

..  lid. 

1404.  Madrid 

# # 

# # 

Id. 

1346.  Trebizond  .. 

. . Id.  1 

1405.  Newchwang 

, # 

# # 

Id. 

1347.  Algiers 

. , 

. . 3d. 

1406.  Wenchow  . . 

id. 

1348.  Amapala  .. 

4 4 

id. 

1407.  Pakhoi  .. 

, # 

lid. 

1349.  Cherbourg  . . 

* 4 

..  Id. 

1408.  Hankow 

Id. 

1350.  Jerusalem  .. 

..  Id. 

1409.  Amsterdam.. 

Id. 

1351.  Santiago 

1410.  Copenhagen 

, , 

id. 

1352.  San  Jose  . . 

, 4 

..  Id. 

1411.  Damascus  .. 

# # 

# # 

Id. 

1353.  Trieste 

4 4 

..  3id. 

1412.  Chefoo 

# , 

, # 

3d. 

1354.  Madrid  . . 

, 4 

..  2d. 

1413.  Swatow 

• • 

Id. 

1355.  Teneriffe  .. 

. , 

..  id. 

1414.  Mannheim  .• 

# # 

lid. 

1356.  Havana 

4 , 

. . 2d. 

1415.  Fiume 

2d. 

1357.  Paraguay  . . 

. . 5d. 

1416.  Athens 

, # 

6d. 

1358.  Guayaquil  «. . 

..  4|d. 

1417.  Soul 

, # 

lid. 

1359.  Cadiz 

• , 

..  l|d. 

1418.  Beyrout 

• « 

Id. 

1360.  Marseilles  .. 

, 4 

lid. 

1419.  Berlin  .. 

# . 

lid. 

1361.  Brest 

..  Id. 

1420.  Nice  .. 

# # 

3d. 

1362.  Syra. . 

1421.  Yokohama  .. 

, # 

lid. 

1363.  Suakin 

..  Id. 

1422.  Maracaibo  .. 

, , 

, # 

Id. 

1364.  Callao 

«.  Id. 

1423.  Tunis 

• • 

lid. 

1305.  Piraeus 

..  2d. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

Id. 

1366.  Stettin 

..  2d. 

1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.. 

, # 

7d. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

..  2id. 

1426.  Erzeroum  .. 

# , 

, , 

Id. 

1368.  Angora  . . 

..  Id. 

1427.  Christiania.. 

5id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

..  2d. 

1428.  Charleston  . . 

, # 

5id. 

1370.  Genoa 

4 * 

..  3id. 

1429.  Meshed 

, # 

Id. 

1371.  Batoum 

4 j 

..  2d. 

1430.  Copenhagen 

, # 

id. 

1372.  Rouen 

1431.  Galveston  .. 

2id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

..  id. 

1432.  Hamburg  .. 

# , 

2id. 

1374.  Nantes 

, 4 

..  lid. 

1433.  Brindisi 

# # 

# , 

2id. 

1375.  Taganrog  .. 

• • 

..  2id. 

1434.  Gothenburg 

• • 

• t 

2d. 

No.  1435. 
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CHINA, 

KIUNGCHOW. 


Consul  Parker  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Kiungchow , February  3,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  my  Trade  Report  for  1893.  1 

take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  facilities  courteously 
afforded  to  me  by  the  Commissioner  of  Customs. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  H.  PARKER. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Kiungchow  for  the  Year  1893. 
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CHINA. 


General. 


British  share. 


Other  foreign 
countries. 


Native  ports. 


Changes  in 
computation. 


The  Kiungchow  trade  for  1893  lias  been  eminently  satisfactory 
from  a British  point  of  view.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  fall  in  the  price 
of  silver,  which  reduces  the  average  value  of  the  Haikwan  tael  for 
the  year  from  4s.  3c/.  to  8s.  10 d.  as  compared  with  1892 — a 
difference  of  20  per  cent. — the  gold  value  of  the  trade  has 
increased  from  446,645/.  to  554,085/.;  that  is,  imports  have 
increased  from  233,650 l.  to  332,285/.,  and  exports  from  212,995/. 
to  221,800/. 

Though  the  increase  in  exports  is  thus  highly  satisfactory,  it 
will  not  escape  notice  that  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  the 
increase  is  in  imports.  It  must  be  explained,  therefore,  that  the 
import  total  includes  a sum  of  92,454/.,  representing  opium  which 
came  in  junks  from  Singapore,  and  nominally  passed  through  the 
foreign  customs  (as  will  be  explained  under  the  head  of 
<f  Opium  ”).  But  even  allowing  for  this,  there  still  remains  an 
unmistakable  increase  of  6,181/.  in  imports,  notwithstanding  the 
adverse  exchange. 

It  may  be  here  noted  that  the  foreign  customs  distinguish 
between  the  total  trade  actually  carried  on  by  steamers  (including 
re-exports  on  both  sides),  the  gross  trade  (including  re- 
exports on  one  side  only),  and  the  net  trade  (excluding  all 
re-exports) ; but  the  re-exports  are  so  trifling  in  value  that  it  is 
not  worth  while  mentioning  them  in  this  report  at  all ; and, 
therefore,  any  slight  discrepancies,  whether  in  totals  or  in 
individual  items,  that  may  be  noticed,  especially  as  compared 
with  last  year’s  report,  may  be  set  down  to  this  cause. 

As  was  the  case  in  1892,  the  total  trade  of  the  port  practically 
means  the  trade  with  Hong-Kong,  for  of  the  above-mentioned 
332,28 51.  imports,  330,660/.  are  imports  from  Hong-Kong  and 
Singapore  ; that  is,  deducting  the  aforesaid  opium  from  Singapore, 
the  imports  reach  238,206/.  from  IIong-Kong,  against  233,323/. 
in  1892;  whilst  of  the  total  exports,  amounting  to  221,800/.,  no 
less  than  217,985/.  are  to  Hong-Kong  and  Singapore;  that  is, 
214,482/.  to  Hong-Kong,  against  203,704/.  in  1892,  and  2,503/. 
to  Singapore,  against  1,099/.  in  1892. 

The  only  other  foreign  country  that  did  any  direct  trade  was 
Indo-China,  from  which  goods  to  the  trifling  value  of  1,161/. 
were  imported,  and  to  which  produce  was  exported  to  the  equally 
trifling  value  of  1,247/. 

Pakhoi  alone  of  native  ports  did  any  direct  trade  with 
Kiungchow  in  1893.  The  insignificant  figures  are  463/.  imports, 
and  3,569/.  exports. 

In  former  years  the  foreign  customs  used  to  discriminate  in 
their  returns  between  the  exports  to  Hong-Kong  destined  for 
foreign  countries  and  those  destined  for  ports  on  the  China  coast. 
This  year  the  attempt  to  make  any  such  distinction  has  been 
abandoned  as  being  uncertain  and  of  doubtful  value.  The  result 
is  that  tin’s  year  there  would  be  a large  apparent  increase  in  the 
one  and  a large  apparent  decrease  in  the  other,  if  calculations 
based  upon  the  new  system  were  made  and  compared  with  the 
calculations  based  upon  the  old  system  made  by  my  predecessor 
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for  the  trade  of  1892.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  this,  and  all 
imports  from  and  exports  to  Hong-Kong  during  1892  are 
accordingly  viewed  this  time  purely  in  the  "light  of  trade  with 
foreign  countries. 

The  import  figures  for  1893,  as  given  by  the  customs  returns,  Opium- 
are  as  follows : — imports  of. 


By  Junk. 

By  Steamer. 

Chests. 

Chests. 

Patna 

276 

80 

Benares  . . 

643 

Malwa  . . 

•• 

6 

The  price  of  a catty  of  opium  at  Kiungchow  stood  at  6 dol.  Prices  of 
40  c.  in  February,  6 dol.  30  c.  in  March,  and  6 dol.  10  c.  in  opium. 
April.  During  the  next  four  months,  when  the  junks  began  to 
come  in,  it  remained  steady  between  6 dol.  and  6 dol.  10  c. 

Then  it  rose  gradually  until  it  reached  6 dol.  25  c.  in  December. 

(It  is  now  6 dol.  65  c.)  Thus  the  local  prices  follow  strictly  the 
“law”  of  supply  and  demand  expressed  in  the  following 
formula  : — “Junk  finishy,  more  dear.” 

The  action  of  the  Indian  Government  in  June  does  not  seem  Ratio  of  gold 
to  have  affected  the  price  as  yet.  The  local  price  of  gold  leaf  is  to  °Pium- 
quoted  to  me  at  45  dol.  the  Chinese  ounce  (1 J English  ounces), 
say  34  dol.  the  English  ounce,  or  4/.  5s.  with  the  dollar  at  2s.  Qd., 
a little  below  the  average  rate  for  1893.  I believe  50  sovereigns 
are  supposed  to  weigh  a pound,  so  that  the  local  price  of  gold,  if 
correctly  quoted,  is  extremely  high. 

From  the  comparative  list  of  principal  imports  hereto  Import- 
attached  it  will  be  seen  that,  notwithstanding  the  tremendous  GeneraIs- 
fall  in  the  gold  values,  and  the  92,454/.  worth  of  opium  imported 
by  junk,  there  has  been  a net  sterling  increase  in  the  total.  If, 
however,  we  deduct  the  enormous  rice  import  of  22,991 /.  (as 
compared  with  913/.  for  1892),  we  must  confess  to  a diminution 
in  both  quantities  and  values. 

But  there  is  no  diminution  in  the  quantities  of  genuine  British  No  British 
goods  imported,  such  as  cotton  piece-goods,  Indian  yarn,  and  diminution, 
woollens.  Even  the  sterling  prices  of  British  cottons  and 
woollens  have  not  diminished  in  proportion  to  the  fall  in  ex- 
change ; but  Bombay  has  suffered  in  a remarkable  manner — no  India  has 
doubt  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  the  Indian  Government su  ere 
with  regard  to  the  coinage  of  silver  in  India,  which  sent  the 
dollar  as  far  below  2 rs.  in  value  as  it  had  formerly  been  above  them. 

Each  400  lbs.  bale  of  yarn  is  divided  into  40  hanks,  and  the  rnces  of 
retail  price  of  each  hank  of  10  lbs.  was  pretty  steady  at  2 dol.  10  c.  yarn*  • 
up  to  the  end  of  June,  when  the  Indian  Government  took  its 
leap  in  the  dark,  after  which  it  went  up  to  and  remained  firm  at 
2 dol.  20  c.  until  the  close  of  the  year,  when  it  rose  to  2 dol.  30  c. 

(1703) 
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.Rice. 

Kerosene. 

Diminution 
in  American. 

Serious 

Russian 

competition. 

Sumatra  oil. 

Charges  on 
oils. 

Matches. 

All  Japanese. 


I give  the  following  prices  of  piece-goods  for  what  they  may  be 
worth 


Articles. 

Description. 

Price. 

Remarks. 

Dol.  c. 

White  shirtings  . . 

Irishes  (A.  K.  & Co.,  H.  W. 

& Co.)  

3 95 

All  the*year 

1st  quality  (E.  F.)  . . -j 

r 

4 0 
4 50 

Till  July 
After  July 

2nd  quality  (D.  K.  and  E.  K.)  <j 

r 

3 70 
3 95 

Till  June 
After  June 

A.  K.  & Co.’s  (E.  F.)  .. -j 

r 

4 90 

5 10 

To  June- July 
After  July 

r 

2 15 

Till  May 

T-cloths 

1st  quality  ..  ..  < 

1 

2 20 
2 40 

Till  September 
In  October 

L 

2 45 

Till  December 

2nd  quality  . . . . . . j 

r 

2 5 
2 15 

Till  May 
After  May 

The  heavy  imports  of  rice  of  course  mean  a pure  loss  to  the 
island,  as  rice  is  only  imported  when  the  local  crops  run  short. 

The  total  imports  of  kerosene  oil  have  very  seriously 
diminished,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  over-stocks  imported  in  1892. 
The  imports  of  American  have  fallen  more  than  one-half — that  is, 
from  540,890  gallons  to  269,690  gallons  (strange  to  say,  the 
exact  number  of  gallons  imported  in  1891).  On  the  other  hand, 
the  imports  of  Russian  have  advanced  from  18,000  gallons  to 
111,950  gallons,  the  difference  of  about  5 c.  the  tin  apparently 
accounting  for  this  very  large  increase,  as  the  American  is  con- 
sidered slightly  superior.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  Russian 
packers  have  learnt  to  be  more  careful,  as  formerly  the  inferior 
packing  and  the  excessive  leakage  stood  in  the  way  of  Russian 
oil. 

This  year  Sumatra  oil  has  appeared  upon  the  scene,  as  a quite 
new  competitor,  to  the  modest  extent  of  100  gallons  (imported  by 
a European  merchant).  Each  box,  American  or  Russian,  pays 
a local  charge  of  20  c.,  called  u contributions  to  fort  building,” 
and  the  average  freights  from  Hong-Kong  are  quoted  for  the  year 
at  14  c.  The  trade  prices  have  remained  steady  between 
2 dol.  12  c.  and  2 dol.  20  c.  the  box  throughout  the  year. 

Matches,  though  increased  in  quantity,  have  declined  con- 
siderably in  silver  value,  and  very  largely  in  gold  value,  which 
proves  that  the  chief  import  is  of  the  Japanese  and  not  of  the 
European  kinds,  as  the  latter  could  not  possibly  withstand  a loss 
in  exchange  of  20  per  cent,  besides  the  silver  fall.  A French 
steam  factory,  as  mentioned  by  my  predecessor,  has  lately  been 
started  in  the  Indo-Chinese  capital  of  Hanoi,  only  36  hours’ 
steaming  distance  from  Kiuugchow ; but  so  far  from  these 
matches,  which  are  in  some  ways  superior  to  the  Japanese,  being 
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able  to  compete  with  the  latter  in  China,  they  cannot,  though  French 
protected  by  an  import  duty  and  a differential  labour  tax,  compete 
with  them  successfully  on  their  own  ground  in  Tonquin.  Perhaps  compete, 
the  fact  that  the  Chinese  characters  upon  the  boxes  are  somewhat 
travestied,  serves  to  prejudice  the  Chinese  and  Annamese  dealers 
against  them,  and  doubtless  the  reduced  price  of  Japanese 
matches  is  accounted  for  by  their  desire  to  drive  French  matches 
out. 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  all  woollens  imported,  Woollens, 
perhaps  on  account  of  the  unusually  severe  winter  of  1891-92, 
when,  for  the  first  time  within  the  memory  of  local  man,  a 
suspicion  of  ice  was  seen  in  Kiungchow. 

All  the  bamboos  in  the  neighbourhood  have  died  this  year,  Effects  of  the 
which,  however,  the  knowing  ones  say,  is  not  owing  to  the  cold,  co-d* 
but  owing  to  their  having  flowered  the  year  before.  Still,  it  is 
remarkable  that  three  out  of  the  four  prominent  cocoanut  trees 
which  formed  a sort  of  land-mark  to  the  mariner,  and  are  marked  Land  marks 
on  the  charts  (five  are  marked),  also  died,  and  were  cut  down  dlsaPPeared- 
during  the  year.  The  hydrographical  and  naval  authorities 
may  think  it  worth  while  to  have  the  charts  corrected. 

American  flour  continues  to  increase — this  time  by  about  Flour. 

25  per  cent,  in  quantity;  and  the  silver  value  is  well  maintained. 

I notice  that  even  the  peasantry,  who  know  so  few  luxuries,  may 
now  be  seen  occasionally  carrying  home  half  a bag  or  so  to  their 
houses. 

The  sugar  merchants  have  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  Exports— 
on  the  operations  of  the  past  year.  The  export  of  brown  sugar,  Sugar. 
93,223  piculs,  is  larger  than  that  of  any  year  since  1887  ; whilst 
that  of  white,  7,861  piculs,  is  larger  than  the  export  of  either 
1892  or  1891.  High  prices  have  been  more  than  maintained,  and 
the  dealers  freely  allow  that  their  profits  have  been  large.  This 
trade  is  a purely  speculative  one,  as  large  advances  have  to  be 
made,  and  the  contracts  are  drawn  up  whilst,  or  even  before,  the 
crop  is  in  the  ground,  so  that  the  obscure  agriculturalist  has  little 
or  no  interest  in  the  market. 

Brown  sugar  is  said  to  pay  a likin  duty  at  Hai-an  (across  the  Charges  on 
Straits,  on  the  peninsula  where  most  of  the  sugar  is  grown)  of  sugar* 

21  dol.  80  c.  the  100  bags  of  about  150  lbs.  a bag,  and  white 
28  dol.  20  c.  At  the  native  Kiungchow  customs,  brown  sugar 
pays  11  dol.  and  white  14  dol.  the  100  bags,  besides,  in  each 
case,  2 dol.  the  100  bags  to  the  Prefect’s  customs.  Then  comes 
the  foreign  customs  export  duty.  Freights  to  Hong-Ivong  have 
averaged  7 c.  a bag  during  the  year,  and  the  junk  freight  across 
the  Straits  is  about  3 c.  I had  two  specimens  of  white  and 
brown  sugar  (all  four  kinds  very  dirty  and  coarse)  brought  to  me 
for  inspection.  The  two  white  were  quoted  at  6 dol.  the  picul 
(about  1 \d.  per  lb.),  and  the  other  two,  which  looked  almost  like 
u toffee,”  at  4 d A.  50  c.  and  5 dol.  40  c. 

Eggs  have  run  up  from  13,714,800  in  1892  to  nearly  Eggs. 
21,000,000;  but  the  prices  as  estimated  by  the  foreign  customs 
are  20  per  cent,  lower  than  in  the  previous  year. 
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Low  prices 
of  provisions. 

No  charges 
on  eyrgs  or 
poultry. 


Pigs. 


Charges  on 
pigs. 


Poultry  have  also  gone  on  increasing  amazingly  from  322,623 
to  413,193  ; but  here,  again,  the  proportionate  silver  prices  as 
well  as  the  gold  prices  have  decreased  20  per  cent.  I have  en- 
deavoured to  ascertain  why  this  is  so,  and  I find  that  the  foreign 
customs,  accepting  the  Chinese  exporters’  own  valuations,  have 
taken  eggs  at  2 taels  per  mille  instead  of  at  2*50  taels  as  in  1892, 
and  poultry  at  8 taels  per  score  instead  of  1 tael.  As  this  valua- 
tion means  less  than  2 cl.  a piece  for  a chicken,  and  1 dozen  eggs 
for  Id.,  it  is  evident  that  in  estimating  the  trade  of  the  port  we 
may  double  the  values  without  danger. 

Probably  the  Chinese  exporters’  idea  is  to  set  a good  pre- 
cedent, in  readiness  for  the  evil  day  when  the  likin  harpies  shall 
scent  their  prey  and  demand  their  percentage.  The  only  ex- 
planation I can  get  at  the  customs  is  “ perhaps  the  eggs  were 
older  and  the  chickens  younger  than  in  1892/”  Meanwhile,  I am 
informed  by  my  cook  that  I pay  from  3 d.  to  7d.  for  every  chicken 
I eat,  and  about  ^th  of  a penny  for  each  egg.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  these  two  industries,  poultry  and  egg  raising,  which  seem 
peculiarly  well  suited  to  the  conditions  ot  life  on  this  island,  will 
be  permitted  to  develop  in  peace  and  quietness  without  ever 
attracting  the  attention  of  the  likin  authorities.  It  is  a great 
boon  to  the  country  folk,  who  live  almost  in  common  and  on 
terms  of  equality  with  their  pigs  and  poultry,  to  be  able  to  earn 
a little  money  for  luxuries  in  this  quiet  way,  and  it  is  also  a great 
advantage  to  the  Hong-Kong  consumer.  It  is  quite  a new 
trade. 

Pigs  also  maintain  their  position  bravely;  having  gone  up 
from  47,000  to  58,000,  and  the  silver  price  has  gone  up  too.  Of 
course  the  fall  in  silver  in  no  way  affects  the  provision  trade,  as 
all  shipments  are  to  Hong-Kong,  which  is  a silver  country.  No 
foreign  firm  has  thought  it  worth  while  to  enter  seriously  into 
competition  for  the  provision  trade,  and  the  chances  of  their  doing 
so  are  remoter  than  ever.  The  ever-encroaching  likin  authorities 
placed  a small  extra  tax  of  about  1 d.  per  pig  upon  the  trade  last 
summer.  Trade  at  once  stopped ; but  the  matter  was  com- 
promised. 

The  regular  likin  is  now  fixed  at  22  c.  per  pig,  and  2T  c. 
for  “coast-defence”;  total  24T  c.,  or,  say,  6d.  The  pigs  are  sold 
by  the  picul  of  133^-  lbs.  During  the  spring  the  price  was 
constant  at  9 dol.  In  June  it  went  down  a little.  Then  for 
3 months  it  fluctuated  between  9 dol.  20  c.  and  9 dol.  40  c.  In 
December  it  reached  10  dol.  3 c.,  and  now  it  is  down  to  8 dol. 
The  freight  on  pigs  varies  hour  by  hour ; if  only  one  steamer  is 
in  port,  it  may  go  up  to  80  c. ; if  two  or  three,  down  to  40  c.,  or 
even  20  c.  Hence  some  of  the  regular  coasters  running  between 
Hong-Kong  and  Pakhoi  via  Kiungchow  occasionally  turn  round 
slyly,  without  going  to  Pakhoi,  in  order  to  obtain  the  coveted 
pigs  which  the  dealers  are  only  too  anxious  to  be  rid  of,  for  it  is 
expensive  to  stall  and  feed  them  in  town,  especially  with  a healthy 
winter  appetite  on  them. 

The  ifranoo-Siamese  difficulty  interfered  sadly  with  the  emi- 
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gration  to  Bangkok,  and  scarcely  any  passengers  left  for  that 

port  during  the  second  half  of  the  year  ; several  times  steamers 

were  all  but  chartered ; but  at  the  last  moment  the  Chinese,  who 

seem  to  have  been  accurately  informed,  decided  not  to  risk  it.  Effects  of  the 

(Just  as  the  new  year,  1894,  commenced,  however,  a steamer  left 

with  over  900  passengers  for  Bangkok;  but  of  course  this  does  difficulty. 

not  concern  1893.)  Notwithstanding  this,  7,829  passengers  left 

for  Singapore  during  1893,  against  5,172  in  1892,  and  3,812  left 

for  Bangkok,  against  1,538  in  1892.  The  passenger  traffic  to 

Hong-Kong  increased  enormously,  from  3,970  in  1892  to  6,097  in 

1893.  And  the  same  thing  with  regard  to  return  passengers. 

From  Singapore  there  were  4,042,  against  3,193  in  1892.  From 
Bangkok,  1,506,  against  1,119;  Hong-Kong,  10,499,  against  7,720. 

The  movement  between  the  three  French  ports  of  Haiphong, 

Tourane,  and  Quinhon,  insignificant  though  it  was,  even  in  1892, 
has  further  decreased  during  1893.  In  1892,  63  went  to  Haiphong, 

81  to  Tourane,  and  10  to  Quinhon.  In  1893  the  respective 
numbers  were  only  38,  72,  and  0.  In  1892,  65  returned  from 
Haiphong  and  44  from  Tourane.  In  1893  the  numbers  were  68 
and  9.  The  grand  total  is  17,892  passengers  outwards  and 
16,372  inwards,  against  10,988  and  12,320  for  1892,  a very  re- 
markable increase.  It  must  be  remembered,  too,  that  each  return 
passenger  brings  from  5 1.  to  10/.  of  savings  with  him.  The 
Chinese  authorities  fortunately  ignore  them. 

The  following  prices  of  local  produce  have  been  given  to  me  Prices  of  local 
by  an  intelligent  Chinese,  and  I enumerate  them,  without  Produce* 
guaranteeing  their  accuracy,  in  case  any  British  merchant  may 
perchance  see  his  way  to  make  money  : — 


Articles. 

Pri 

From — 

ce. 

To 

Dol. 

Dol. 

c. 

Betel  nuts  . . . . . . 

Per  picul 

11 

0 

Silk  

400 

450 

0 

Cow-hides  (cured) 

» • * 

23 

0 

„ (uncured)  . . 

>> 

. . 

9 

90 

Cuttle  fish 

2 

60 

„ (small) 

1 

20 

The  octroi,  or  Prefect’s  tax,  on  the  above  is  as  follows : — 


Articles. 

Amount. 

Equivalent. 

Betel-nuts  . . . . 

Per  10,000  .. 

40  cash 

4 cents 

Silk  

Per  picul 

4 mace 

Is.  Ad. 

Cow-hides  (cured) 

,, 

2 *5  candareens 

Id. 

„ (raw) 

Each  . . 

1 cash 

** 

Cuttle-fish  

Perpijul 

2 mace 

8 


CHINA. 


But  the  last  item  is  paid,  not  to  the  Prefect  (who  would  have 
a difficulty  in  proving  that  fish  were  caught  on  shore),  but  to  the 
native  maritime  customs  at  Hoihow. 

Transit.  In  1892  the  transit  trade  was  confined  almost  entirely  to 

gal  an  gal,  this  produce,  to  the  value  of  21,750  taels,  having  been 
brought  down.  The  quantity  is  about  the  same  for  1893,  but  the 
value  has  gone  down  to  16,349  taels.  On  the  other  hand 
20,336  taels  worth  of  sugar  has  been  brought  down  to  Hoihow 
under  transit  pass,  against  1,300  taels  in  1892,  and  a total  number 
of  78  transit  passes  have  been  issued,  against  54  in  1892,  so  that 
the  transit  trade  has  been  as  flourishing  as  all  other  branches. 
In  this  department  two  European  firms,  one  British  and  one 
German,  have  taken  a share.  In  fact  they  have  monopolised  it 
all,  so  far  as  taking  out  passes  goes,  from  which  I conclude  that 
natives  dare  not  avail  themselves  of  the  transit  pass  privilege, 
and  associate  their  interest  with  that  of  foreigners  in  some 


recondite  way  best  known  to  the  trade. 

In  this  department  the  apparent  position  of  every  nationality 
is  more  or  le^s  fictitious,  and  the  equation  of  error  requires  some 
calculation  and  definition.  Great  Britain  appears  as  a star  of 
the  fifth  magnitude,  but,  so  far  as  the  practical  and  all-important 
point  of  money-making  is  concerned,  she  is  one  of  the  first,  if 
not  the  first.  Thus  her  percentage  of  tonnage  is  almost  the 
lowest,  being  only  12*66  (in  1892  it  was  8*60),  whilst  her  per- 
most  paying.  centage  of  tonnage  dues  paid  is  the  highest,  namely  33*83.  This 
means  that  every  British  ship  that  comes  to  the  port  is  a big  one, 
and  either  brings  or  takes  from  300  to  1,000  emigrants,  which, 
again,  indicates  a certain  freight  list  of  about  40U/.  for  the 
Hoihow  portion  alone.  One  steamer  “ grossed”  900/.  on  her 
Hoihow  coolies.  As  there  were  22  British  steamers  (the  23rd, 
a coal  steamer,  having  put  in  after  being  ashore)  which  entered 
and  cleared,  and  5 more  which  did  not  enter  and  clear,  all  27 
with  cargoes  of  coolies,  and,  if  not  full,  of  merchandise  or  coolies 
for  other  ports.  This  means  that  British  shippers  secured  about 
12,000/.  of  bona  fide  Hoihow  freights.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
tonnage  of  Danish  shipping  appears  for  38*23,  the  highest  per- 
centage of  all  (in  1892  it  was  31*20),  whilst  the  tonnage  dues 
percentage  is  only  18*48,  the  lowest  but  one.  As  a matter  of 
tact  the  Danish  freights  all  go  into  the  pockets  of  Hong-Kong 
Chinese,  who,  owing  to  French  competition,  have  made  a very 
small  profit,  if  any,  on  the  year,  whilst  the  Danish  owners  in 
Europe  have,  with  a low  exchange,  drawn  about  300/.  a month 
Danish  barely  on  two,  and  400/.  on  the  third  steamer  (the  third  steamer  is 
pays  expenses.  pvench  chartered),  that  is  to  say,  their  combined  earnings,  not 
counting  docking,  insurance,  and  other  expenses,  barely  equal 
those  of  the  British  steamers,  whose  Hoihow  earnings  are  often 
only  a portion  of  the  total  freight  earned,  as  most  of  them  carry 
coolie^  or  cargo  from  or  to  Hong-Kong,  Amoy,  and  Swatow  as 
well,  whilst  the  Danish  earnings  include  their  share  (the  laigest) 
Decrease  in  of  the  Pakhoi  trade.  German  shipping  has  decreased  from 

German.  47  84  in  1892  to  35*75  in  1893,  whilst  the  tonnage  dues  have 


Shipping. 


British  is 
really  the 
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decreased  from  37’ 71  to  32,13.  The  two  regular  German 
coasters  are,  like  the  Danish,  chartered  by  Chinese,  and,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Danish  steamers,  the  charterers  have  barely  covered 
expenses,  whilst  the  owners  have  not  even  done  that.  On  the 
other  hand,  two  or  three  German  steamers  have  taken  away,  and 
two  or  three  have  brought  back  cargoes  of  emigrants,  so  that  the 
total  German  earnings  may  be  put  down  at  about  12,000/.  too. 

The  one  casual  Norwegian  steamer  may  be  dismissed  from  con- 
sideration. There  now  only  remains  of  foreign  shipping  the  Increase  of 
French,  with  a percentage  of  12*90  tonnage  (against  9*67  in  1892),  French 
and  15’56  tonnage  dues  (against  14*11  in  1892).  But  the  per- 8 ,pping* 
centage  of  French  cargoes  carried  is  only  4'41,  against  46*81 
Danish,  and  30*63  German.  True,  British  is  only  1*49,  but  we 
have  seen  that  British  passenger  earnings  at  Hoihow  alone  are 
equal  to  the  whole  Danish  or  German  earnings  at  Hoihow  and 
Pakhoi  combined,  whilst  there  is  practically  no  passenger  traffic 
at  all  from  Hoihow  to  the  French  Protectorate.  Moreover,  the 
two  new  French  steamers,  which  are  now  making  a bold  bid  for 
the  coast  trade,  are  both  English  built,  and  the  chief  owners 
reside  in  Hong-Kong.  The  single  French-built  steamer  which 
used  to  call  here  before  these  two  steamers  began  to  compete  has 
abandoned  the  trade  as  unprofitable.  The  French  percentage  of 
trips  made  is  only  91)4,  against  47*89  Danish,  35*84  German, 

6'93  British;  and  the  French  have  called  the  largest  number  of 
times  (35)  without  doing  any  cargo  business  at  all.  I think, 
therefore,  if  we  estimate  the  gross  French  earnings,  passengers  Small  French 
included,  at  2,000/.  we  shall  not  be  below  the  mark.  earnings. 

But  the  Chinese  shipping  is  in  the  most  remarkable  predica-  Curious 
ment  of  all.  Although  it  is  totally  non-existent  in  the  shipping  j^^ese  of 
table,  yet  it  appears  in  the  percentage  table  for  16*79  per  cent.  « shipping.” 
of  the  foreign,  and  16  66  per  cent,  of  the  total  trade.  It  need 
hardly  be  said  that  this  mysterious  percentage  refers  to  the 
92,454/.  worth  of  opium  brought,  no  one  knows  whither,  in  the 
phantom  junks  from  Singapore,  upon  which  no  duty  has  been 
paid.  Though  British,  Danish,  and  German  earnings  are  about 
equal,  British  contributions  to  the  revenue  are  only  5*02  per 
cent.,  whilst  German  are  37*68  per  cent.,  French,  4*98  per  cent. ; 

Danish,  52*32  per  cent. ; and  Chinese  nil.  But  even  here  there 
is  illusion,  for  the  Danish  and  German  contributions  of  all 
descriptions  come  out  of  Chinese  pockets,  whilst  the  Chinese  nil 
is  really  “ matter  in  the  wrong  place,”  and  represents  a minus 
quantity  of  25,000/.  in  the  pockets  of  certain  shrewd  Chinamen, 
but  belonging  to  the  foreign  customs,  whose  revenue  this  year, 
despite  a cheery  prosperity  in  every  single  department,  is  the  Loss  of 
lowest  on  record,  at  least  so  far  back  as  my  available  records  go,  customs 
which  is  to  1883.  It  has  dwindled  from  207,914  taels  in  1887  revenue' 

(to  which  it  had  steadily  risen  from  94,367  taels  in  1883)  to 
88,459  taels  in  1893. 

Thus  the  customs  returns  for  1893,  when  the  light  of  criticism 
is  shed  upon  them,  disclose  the  following  facts,  which  ought  not 
to  be  unsatisfactory  to  the  British  public.  (1)  All  the  trade 
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(with  insignificant  exceptions)  is  with  British  possessions. 
(2)  All  the  real  profits  on  shipping  are  British,  and  if  any  other 
profits  in  this  line  have  been  made  it  is  salely  by  British  built 
steamers,  or  by  persons  residing  in  British  colonies.  (3)  The 
British  contribution  to  the  revenue  is  of  the  least.  (4)  The 
foreign  customs,  the  most  deserving  of  all,  comes  off  worst  in 
the  general  struggle  for  a livelihood.  (5)  Chinese  officials  seem 
to  be  responsible  for  this  disaster  to  their  own  Government. 
Thus  the  conditions  of  trade  in  the  remote  island  of  Kiungchow 
are  very  illusory. 

Hoihow,  as  I mentioned  in  my  trade  report  for  1890,  was  then 
totally  destitute  of  buoys,  beacons,  or  lights.  Now,  besides  the 
three  buoys  introduced  during  the  winter  of  1891-92,  there  is  a 
beacon  on  Hainan  Head ; the  buoys  have  had  new  cages  put  on,  and 
three  light-houses  are  being  constructed.  The  one  near  the  great 
Hoihow  fort  is  progressing  apace ; the  site  for  the  Cape  Cami 
light  is  fixed,  and  the  one  on  Lim-kao  Point  will  be  taken  in 
hand  last.  Thus,  far  from  being  the  most  neglected,  Hoihow  will 
soon  be  one  of  the  best  provided  of  ports.  The  light  for  Hoihow 
is  being  provided  by  France,  as  she  is  ahead  of  us  in  the  matter 
of  reflectors,  a subject  for  British  manufacturers  to  reflect  upon, 
if  they  wish  to  maintain  their  position.  Some  local  mariners 
think  that  Pak-sha  would  have  been  a better  position ; but,  as 
very  judiciously  explained  by  Mr.  Harding,  the  constructor  (who 
also  built  the  YVaglan  lighthouse  near  Hong-Kong),  the  sands  at 
Pak-sha  are  often  washed  away,  and  so  changeable  that,  whilst 
admitting  the  eligibility  in  other  respects  of  the  site,  he  considered 
the  difficulties  of  securing  a foundation  insuperable. 

Hoihow  a year  cr  two  ago  was  a place  where  foreigners  could 
not  get  land  at  any  price.  Now,  in  addition  to  the  extensive 
customs  and  lighthouse  sites,  the  British  Consulate  has  secured 
a piece  of  building  land  on  Cocoa-nut  Island,  and  a German  firm 
has  already  filled  in  an  eligible  building  site  hard  by.  Moreover, 
the  American  missionaries  at  Kiungchow  are  about  to  build  a 
hospital  and  commodious  residence  just  outside  the  walta  of 
Kiungchow,  where  there  are  five  families  of  them. 

For  the  first  time  on  record  there  have  been  British  births, 
marriager,  and  deaths  registered  during  one  and  the  same  year. 

The  tides  of  Hoihow  are  as  hopeless  a puzzle  as  ever.  Though 
the  customs  authorities  have  now  4 years’  records,  there  is 
absolutely  no  lule  to  be  deduced  therefrom.  The  tides  outside 
the  spit  are  regular  enough,  but  those  inside  elude  the  wit  of 
man  to  account  for,  and  the  level  of  the  water  outside  is  posi- 
tively said  to  be  often  several  feet  above  that  inside.  There 
is  a tidal  creek  near  my  house  over  which  I can  rarely  walk 
during  the  day  in  summer,  but  I have  walked  over  it  every  day 
but  two  at  6 P.M.  during  the  past  2 months,  a fact  which  of 
itself  renders  the  inner  tide  question  inexplicable.  Perhaps  the 
best  explanation  given  is  that  of  a Chinese  naval  commander, 
who  says  that,  owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  spit,  it  is 
impossible  for  the  water  to  flow  into  the  mouth  of  the  creek 
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when  the  north-east  wind  blows  and  the  tide  is  rising.  That 
would  appear  to  explain  why,  during  the  day,  the  winter  tides 
are  almost  invariably  low  inside  the  spit,  whilst  during  the  night, 
when  the  wind  usually  drops,  they  have  an  average  height. 

Perhaps  also  the  blowing  of  the  wind  from  the  south-west  direction 
explains  why,  during  the  typhoons  of  the  end  of  September  and 
beginning  of  October,  Hoihow  was  completely  under  water,  and 
the  tides  were  4 feet  above  the  highest  ordinary  mark ; but  I am 
not  able  to  say  from  what  direction  the  wind  was  actually  blowing 
when  the  floods  took  place,  it  appeared  to  blow  from  all 
directions. 

The  foreign  customs  authorities  have  taken  steps  at  last  to  Improve- 
remedy  the  irregularities  descanted  upon  in  my  trade  reports  for  merits. 

1890  and  1891.  From  January  1, 1894,  every  steamer  that  brings  or 
takes  passengers  or  cargo  has  to  enter  and  clear,  so  that  in  future 
the  shipping  table  will  not  be  so  deceptive.  The  French  Com- 
pany is  getting  down  a hulk,  which  will  obviate  the  delays 
alluded  to  in  my  report  for  1891,  and  if  steamer  agents  will  only 
use  registered  cargo  boats,  any  steamer  will  be  able  to  discharge 
or  load  cargo  at  any  time,  the  boarding  officer  doing  all  necessary 
clerical  work  on  the  spot.  It  will  probably  take  time  to  drive  a 
conviction  of  the  great  possible  advantages  derivable  from  these  de- 
sirable innovations  into  the  thick  pates  of  local  Chinese  agents  and 
boatmen.  The  latter  especially  are  a conservative  body  of  mono- 
polists, who  have  probably  experienced  no  change  of  method  for  a 
thousand  years,  and,  indeed,  many  of  their  simply  constructed  boats 
(which,  however,  are  admirable  sailers,  and  move  under  their  hands 
with  the  precision  of  a hansom  cab),  look,  honeycombed  with  age 
as  they  are,  very  antediluvian  in  appearance.  Yet  a great  deal 
is  to  be  hoped  from  a port  which  introduces  lighthouses,  buoys, 
beacons,  hulks,  telephones,  forts,  and  building  sites  all  within  the 
short  period  of  3 years,  and  possibly  the  Hoihow  boatmen  will 
follow  the  inexorable  laws  of  progress  before  long. 

Two  vessels,  the  French  mail  packet  “ Haiphong,5’  and  i he  Accidents  to 
British  coal  steamer  “ Edendale  5?  ran  ashore  during  the  year,  but  shipping, 
both  were  got  off  with  the  ready  assistance  of  Colonel  ClTen  and 
the  Chinese  gunboats.  The  Edendale  ” ran  ashore  in  broad 
daylight  upon  the  Cape  Cami  banks.  The  accident  was,  as 
usual,  caused  by  the  carelessness  of  the  Chinese  pilot,  who  in 
this  case  had  been  provided  by  the  insurance  companies.  Captain 
Humphreys,  not  liking  the  look  of  his  position,  had  only  just 
asked  the  pilot  if  he  was  certain  where  he  was  going  to.  “ Per- 
fectly,^” said  the  pilot,  as  he  there  and  then  ran  the  steamer  on  a 
bank  at  the  extreme  top  of  the  highest  spring  flood  tide. 
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Comparative  List  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Kiung- 
chow  during  the  Years  1892-93. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1893. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Foreign  goods  (proper) — 

Opium — 

Patna  

Pounds  ... 

25,665 

£ 

16,522 

57,216 

£ 

37,668 

Benares  

1,092 

670 

102,880 

63,888 

Malwa  

,,  ... 

556 

414 

835 

624 

Indian  yarn  

>>  ••• 

2,667,733 

71,233 

2,911,746 

56,375 

White  shirtings  

Pieces 

24,817 

11,837 

24,220 

10,677 

T-cloths  

»> 

16,264 

4,119 

16,657 

3,989 

Other  cottons  ...  

8,459 

8,555 

Bice 

Tons 

”*110 

913 

*4^600 

22,991 

Kerosene  oil  

Gallons  ... 

558,890 

18,472 

381,740 

9,468 

7,360 

Matches  

Gross 

178,620 

8,118 

195,388 

English  camlets 

Pieces 

656  ! 

1,319 

811 

1,458 

Long  ells  

,, 

2,734 

2,537 

3,200 

2,771 

Cloths  

,, 

169 

891 

251 

1,254 

Quasi-foreign  goods— * 

Vermicelli 

Tons 

514 

10,841  \ 

452 

8,902 

Medicines 

• •• 

9,768 

11,618 

Other  goods 

67,439 

84,687 

Total  

1 ~ 
... 

233,652 

332,285 

* Last  year  these  quasi-foreign  goods  (as  I have  called  them)  were  enumerated  as  native  goods; 
hut  as  they  all  come  via  Hong-Kong,  the  foreign  customs  makes  a change  this  year,  and  counts  them 
as  foreign  goods. 

The  total  native  imports  (proper)  amount  only  to  463L.  and  are  therefore  too  insignificant  to  be 
worth  enumerating. 


Comparative  List  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Kiung- 
chow  during  the  Years  1892-93. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1893. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Pigs 

Number  ... 

47,232 

£ 

60,177 

58,272 

£ 

67,013 

Sugar — 

Brown  

Tons 

4,793 

33,753 

5,484 

44,336 

White  

432 

5,234 

471 

6,340 

Betel-nuts 

538 

12,168 

357 

9,476 

Sesamum  seeds  

649 

10,104 

483 

6,219 

Leather  

208 

9,734 

229 

1 1,033 

Hemp  (pine-apple  fibre) 

131 

9,908 

118 

9,222 

Ground-nut  cake 

1,199 

6,260 

945 

4,475 

Eggs 

Number  ... 

13,714,800 

7,107 

20,903,620 

7,936 

Poultry  

U ••• 

322,623 

6,810 

413,193 

6,520 

Other  goods  

51,642 

49,230 

Total*  

... 

212,897 

221,800 

The  re-exports  are  so  trifling  as  not  to  be  worth  enumerating  or  deducting. 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Kiungohow  during 
the  Year  1893. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
"Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  . . 

.. 

f ' 

23 

22,870 

German 

• • 

t # 

119 

64,603 

French  . . 

# , 

# , 

30 

23,316 

Danish  . . 

, , 

159 

69,114 

Norwegian 

•• 

•• 

1 

836 

Total* 

.. 

f # 

332 

180,739 

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

•• 

312 

1 

* In  addition  there  were  5 passing  visits  by  British  steamers  which,  without 
entering  or  clearing,  shipping  or  landing  cargoes,  dropped  return  emigrants  from 
Singapore  and  Siam  ; and  35  visits  of  French,  26  of  German,  and  24  of  Danish 
coasters,  which  merely  called  in  to  land  passengers  and  mails. 


Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  . . 

.. 

23 

22,870 

German 

# , 

119 

64,603 

Freneh  . . 

, , 

# # 

30 

23,316 

Danish  . . 

, , 

159 

69,114 

N orwegian 

•• 

•• 

1 

836 

Total* 

„ for  the  year 

•• 

•• 

332 

180,739 

preceding 

• • 

• • 

313 

•• 

* In  addition  there  were  5 passing  visits  by  British  steamers  which,  without 
entering  or  clearing,  shipping  or  landing  cargoes,  dropped  return  emigrants  from 
Singapore  and  Siam  ; and  35  visits  of  French,  26  of  German,  and  24  of  Danish 
coasters,  which  merely  called  in  to  land  passengers  and  mails. 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1320.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

# , 

Id. 

1378.  Cagliari 

# , 

, . 

Id. 

1321.  Rio  de  Janeiro 

3d. 

1379.  Boston 

. , 

. , 

Id. 

132*2.  Reunion  . , 

, , 

3id. 

1380.  Palermo  .. 

, # 

, , 

3d. 

1323.  Herne  . . 

. . 

Id. 

1381.  New  York  . . 

2d. 

1324.  Kiokiang  .. 

# , 

id. 

1382.  Zanzibar 

, , 

, . 

2d. 

1325.  Resht 

» . 

3*d. 

1383.  Naples 

, , 

, . 

lid. 

1326.  Florence 

• • 

Id. 

1384.  Constantinople 

• • 

. . 

2d. 

1327.  Hakodate  .. 

Id. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres 

. . 

. . 

5£d. 

1328.  Paris 

2d. 

1386.  Caracas 

9 , 

.. 

lid. 

1329.  Paramaribo 

lid. 

1387.  Vienna 

, , 

. , 

lid. 

1330.  St.  Petersburg 

• • 

, . 

2 ^d. 

1388.  Madeira 

.. 

id. 

1331.  Patras 

, , 

. , 

lid. 

1389.  Panama 

, , 

, , 

lid. 

1332.  Calais 

# # 

, 4 

2id. 

1390.  New  Orleans 

, , 

2id. 

1333.  Loanda 

Id. 

1391.  Manila 

, , 

. . 

2d. 

1334.  Bordeaux  .. 

, . 

2id. 

1392.  Foochow 

, # 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog  .. 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1393.  Ningpo 

• , 

. • 

Id. 

1336.  Galveston  .. 

. . 

. . 

8id. 

1394.  Chingkiang 

• , 

. . 

Id. 

3337.  Riva 

• . 

, . 

2d. 

1395.  Tamsui 

. . 

. , 

Id. 

1338.  Batavia 

, , 

, . 

lid. 

1396.  Chunking  .. 

lid. 

1339.  Boston 

. . 

lSd. 

1397.  Philadelphia 

9 , 

. . 

3 id. 

1340.  Baltimore  .. 

, , 

, . 

lid. 

1398.  Bilbao 

, , 

, . 

2id. 

1341.  Havre  .. 

• • 

2 id. 

1399.  Dunkirk 

, , 

. . 

Id. 

1342.  Vera  Cruz  . . 

. . 

Id. 

1400.  Amoy 

• • 

. . 

lid. 

1343.  Saigon  ,, 

. . 

lid. 

1401,  Tainan 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm  . . 

. . 

2d. 

1402.  Ichang 

, . 

. , 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz 

. . 

lid. 

1403.  Aleppo  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1346.  Trebizond  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1404.  Madrid 

# # 

, . 

Id. 

1347.  Algiers 

# # 

. , 

3d. 

1405.  Newchwang 

, , 

. . 

Id. 

1348.  Amapala  .. 

, , 

. . 

id. 

1406.  Wenchow  ., 

, . 

id. 

1349.  Cherbourg  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1407.  Pakhoi 

, . 

lid. 

1850.  Jerusalem  . . 

. . 

Id. 

| 1408.  Hankow  .. 

, . 

Id. 

1351.  Santiago  .. 

* • 

, , 

Id. 

1409.  Amsterdam 

. , 

Id. 

1352.  San  Jo.- § .. 

. . 

Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen 

id. 

1353.  Trieste 

, , 

3. Id. 

1411.  Damascus  . . 

# # 

, . 

Id. 

1354.  Madrid 

• # 

,, 

2d. 

1412.  Chefoo 

# , 

, , 

3d. 

1355>.  Teneriffe 

, # 

, . 

id. 

1413.  Swatow 

, , 

, . 

Id. 

1356.  Havana 

, , 

. , 

2d. 

1414.  Mannheim  . . 

, , 

lid. 

1357.  Paraguay  .. 

, , 

, . 

5d. 

1415.  Fiume 

2d. 

1358.  Guayaquil  .. 

. . 

44d. 

1416.  Athens 

. * 

. . 

6d. 

1359.  Cadiz 

, . 

lid. 

1417.  Soul.. 

, # 

, , 

lid. 

1360.  Marseilles  . . 

. . 

lid. 

1418.  Beyrout 

• » 

, . 

Id. 

1361.  Brest 

# # 

, , 

Id. 

1419.  Berlin 

# # 

. . 

lid. 

1362.  Syra. . 

2 id. 

1420.  Nice 

. . 

3d. 

1363.  Suakin 

, . 

Id. 

1421.  Yokohama.. 

( , 

l|d. 

1364.  Callao 

. . 

Id. 

1422.  Msr.caibo  .. 

, , 

Id. 

1365.  PirEeus 

. . 

. . 

2d. 

1423.  Tunis 

. , 

lid. 

1366.  Stettin 

, . 

2d. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

, 

Id. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

. . 

2id. 

1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

, . 

7d. 

1368.  Angora 

, . 

. . 

Id. 

1426.  Frzeroum  .. 

, , 

Id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

„ . 

. . 

2d. 

1427.  Christiania.. 

, # 

, , 

5. id. 

1370.  Genoa 

, . 

3id. 

1428.  Charleston  .. 

# # 

, . 

5id. 

1371.  Batoum 

, . 

2d. 

1429.  Meshed 

# # 

. 

Id. 

1372.  Rouen 

, , 

2|d. 

1430.  Copenhagen 

# # 

. , 

id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

. . 

. . 

id. 

1431.  Galveston  .. 

, # 

, . 

2id. 

1374.  Nantes 

• • 

. . 

lid. 

1432.  Hamburg  .. 

, . 

2 id. 

1375.  Taganrog  .. 

a » 

, . 

2id. 

1433.  Brindisi 

, . 

2id. 

1376.  Ispahan  .. 

• « 

. . 

4 id. 

14? 4.  Gothenburg 

, # 

, . 

2d. 

1377.  Leghorn 

. . 

.. 

2d. 

1435.  Kiungchow 

• • 

.. 

Id. 

No.  1436. 


Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Seines  No.  447,  p.  27. 


RUSSIA. 

ST.  PETERSBURG. 


Consul'-  General  J AH  cl  tell  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley % 

My  Lord,  St.  Petersburg , June  22,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship  <i 
Report  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Charles  J.  Cook,  of 
Helsingfors,  on  the  Finances  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Finland, 
which  appear  to  be  in  a very  sound  condition,  owing  to  the 
great  skill  and  care  with  which  they  are  administered,  and  con- 
trasting favourably  with  those  of  many  other  countries  possessing 
greater  mineral  wealth  and  advantages  of  soil  and  climate. 

1 have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  MICHELL. 


Report  on  the  Public  Debt  and  Finances  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of 

Finland . * 

Abstract  of  Contents, 
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When  Finland,  at  the  peace  of  Fredrikshamn  in  1809,  was  Retrospective, 
surrendered  to  Russia  by  Sweden,  the  Estates  of  the  country  (con- 
vened by  the  Emperor  Alexander  I to  the  Diet  at  Borga)  had 
already  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  year  sworn  allegiance  to  that 
monarch. 

This  took  place  after  the  Emperor  Alexander  had  promised  and 
confirmed  the  maintenance  of  the  religion  and  laws  of  the  Grand 
(1816) 
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RUSSIA. 


National 

debt. 


Loans. 


State  of  the 
Debt. 


Duchy.  These  fundamental  laws,  consisting  of  the  “ Form  of 
Government  ” of  1772,  and  the  “Union  and  Safety  Act”  of  1789, 
formed  the  constitution  of  the  country,  and  have  been  maintained 
hitherto  and  developed  by  the  “ Order  of  the  Diet  ” of  1869. 

Hence  Finland  has  a political-constitutional  entity  of  its  own, 
separate  from  Eussia,  having  its  own  administration  ; a representa- 
tive assembly  of  its  own,  convened  every  third  year;  its  own 
decimal  coinage*  (founded  upon  the  Law  of  1878,  which  estab- 
lished a metallic  standard  of  gold  in  the  Grand  Duchy)  as  well  as 
its  own  finances. 

According  to  this  constitution  no  new  taxes  can  be  imposed 
nor  old  ones  abolished  or  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  Diet. 
On  account  of  the  taxes  having  been  used  exclusively  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country,  the  finances  of  Finland  prove  to  be  in  a 
very  satisfactory  condition,  and  every  year  has  left  a considerable 
surplus.  These  surpluses  have  been  capitalised  in  order  to  form  a 
reserve,  and  this  capitalised  reserve  fund  (the  interest  of  which  is 
used  for  State  purposes)  amounted  in  1892,  according  to  the  report 
presented  by  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  Diet  for  1894,  to 
about  40,000,000  Finnish  marks,  or  1,700,000/. 

The  administration  of  the  National  Debt,  raised  partly  in 
Finland  and  partly  abroad,  is  entrusted  to  the  Treasury  of  Finland. 
All  the  public  loans  are  amortised  by  drawings  every  half-year. 

The  loans  raised  in  the  country  were  exclusively  negotiated  for 
redemption  of  the  so-called  “ Donation-Estates,”  in  the  province  of 
Yiborg,  an  operation  of  great  politico-economical  importance,  and 
one  which  has  been  attended  with  the  most  beneficial  results  to 
the  peasantry  of  that  province.  Previous  to  1811  (when  this  dis- 
trict was  again  incorporated  with  the  rest  of  Finland)  large  pro- 
perties had  been  given  away  to  certain  successful  generals  and 
other  high-placed  personages  by  the  Emperors  of  Eussia. 

Many  difficulties  presented  themselves  when,  after  1811,  the 
question  was  raised  of  bringing  the  legal  rights  of  the  peasants, 
who  lived  on  these  properties,  into  harmony  with  those  of  the  rest 
of  the  country.  At  last,  with  the  consent  of  the  Estates,  the 
Emperor  determined  to  depute  the  Senate  for  Finland  to  acquire 
all  these  lands  for  the  State  by  purchase.  During  the  course  of 
the  last  20  years  this  has  been  accomplished,  and  the  peasants,  by 
means  of  moderate  annual  payments,  have  obtained  a reversion  of 
the  same  from  the  State.  The  above-mentioned  loans,  which 
amount  to  about  8,000,000  Finnish  marks  (equal  to  320,000/.),  will 
be  almost  entirely  repaid  by  the  peasants. 

The  loans  raised  abroad  have  all  been  devoted  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  means  of  communication.  On  January  1,  1893,  the 
loans  m question  amounted  to  75,483,501  Finnish  marks,  or  about 
3,000,000/. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Finnish  Public  Treasury  for 
1894,  presented  to  the  Estates  of  the  Diet,  the  National  Debt  of 
Finland  on  January  1,  1893,  compared  with  that  of  January  1, 
1890,  shows  the  following  reductions: — 

# Tlie  Finnish  mark  and  penni  = the  French  franc  and  centime. 
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Amount. 

Item. 

Description. 

January  1, 
1890. 

January  1, 
1893. 

A 

Loans  raised  in  Finland,  consisting  of — 

Finnish 

marks. 

Finnish 

marks. 

1.  Public  Treasury  Bonds 

2.  The  bonds  issued  during  1872,  1873, 

1875,  and  1880,  for  the  purchase  of 
land,  at  4|  %,  tStal  9,990,300 

Finnish  marks,  of  which  remained  un- 

6,867 

6,867 

redeemed  . . . . 

3.  Outstanding  3 % Public  Treasury  Bonds, 

of  those  emitted  during  1888,  so  as  to 
strengthen  the  Communication  Fund  .. 

4.  The  four  series  of  4 % Loan  of  1890, 

7,958,087 

| 

1,612,662 

1,807,540 

1,721 

B 

issued  for  redemption  of  1880  Loan  . . 
The  loan  raised  in  Russia  in  1859,  of  which 

•• 

1,205,984 

C 

remained  . . 

The  Premium  - Loan,  raised  through  the 
bankers,  Erlanger  and  Sons,  in  1868,  whereof 

4,278,760 

3,661,520 

D 

remained  . . . . . . . . . . 

Loan  of  1882,  at  4 %,  concluded  between 
the  Bank  of  Finland  and  Messrs.  M.  A. 
Rothschild  and  Sons,  for  repaying  subven- 
tion of  2,300,000  metallic  roubles,  which  the 
Russian  Imperial  Treasury  advanced  to  the 
St.  Petersburg- Ruhimaki  Railway,  of  which 

4,445,807 

3,833,156 

E 

there  remained  . . 

Redemption  Loan  of  1886,  at  4^  %,  and  that 
at  4 %,  also  raised  through  Messrs.  M.  A. 

9,253,500 

8,864,000 

F 

Rothschild  and  Sons,  for  railways 
Loan  at  3£  %,  negotiated  by  the  Bank  of 
Finland,  through  the  bankers,  S.  Bleichroder, 
for  redemption  of  remainder  of  loans  at 
I 4|%,  negotiated  during  the  years  1874  and 
! 1881,  also  for  strengthening  the  Communica- 

17,055,000 

16,441,000 

1 

tion  Fund 

! Obligations  and  coupons  to  be  redeemed 

40,480,136 

39,832,903 

abroad  . • 

14,426 

23,688 

Total  . . 

85,300,124 

75,483,501 

On  January  1,  1890,  the  Public  Debt  of  Finland  was  conse-  State  of 
quently  85,300,124  Finnish  marks — which  sum  it  never  exceeded  Public 
— and  on  January  1,  1894,  it  had  been  reduced  to  74,337,730  I)ebt' 
marks ; during  a period  of  4 years  it  was,  therefore,  reduced  by 
9,816,623  Finnish  marks. 

This  satisfactory  result  is  immediately  attributable  to  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  loans  have  been  exclusively  used  for  produc- 
tive purposes,  i.e.,  for  the  development  of  the  communications  of 
the  country,  principally  its  railways.  The  value  of  these  railways 
amounted  already  at  the  end  of  1892  to  nearly  153,000,000  marks, 
thus  by  83,996,651  marks  exceeding  the  loans  negotiated  for  their 
building,  which  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  68,996,467  Finnish 
marks. 
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Communi- 
cation Fund. 


Conclusion. 


To  cover  the  interest  of  the  National  Debt,  a certain  portion  of 
State  revenues  has  been  taken  from  the  budget,  and  is  annually 
paid  over  to  the  so-called  Communication  Fund.  This  fund  is  also 
sustained  by  the  revenue  derived  from  railways  and  other  means 
of  communication,  as  also  by  the  excise  duties.  The  surplus  of 
the  fund  was  estimated  by  the  financial  committee  of  1894  at 
2,500,000  Finnish  marks,  which  amount  is  sufficient  to  pay  interest 
and  amortisation  for  another  railway  loan.  The  annual  average 
yield  of  the  revenues  of  the  Grand  Duchy  in  1889-91,  amounted 
to  about  51,000,000  marks,  and  the  expenditure  to  about 

46.000. 000  marks.  Thus  the  receipts  show  a surplus  of  about 

5.000. 000  Finnish  marks  yearly. 

The  above  statement  shows  that  the  finances  of  Finland  are 
generally  in  a flourishing  condition ; that  the  Public  Debt  of  the 
country  does  not  amount  to  half  the  value  of  the  State  railways 
alone,*  and  that  the  same,  during  the  4 years  now  terminating,  has 
been  amortised  by  about  10,000,000  Finnish  marks,  or  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  9 per  cent.,  and,  furthermore,  that  the  condition  of 
the  Grand  Duchy  is  consequently  such  as  deservedly  to  merit  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  financial  markets  of  Western  Europe. 


* All  the  railways  of  Finland  belong  to  the  State,  there  being  only  about 
20  miles  of  private  lines. 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1317.  Copenhagen.. 

, , 

. . 

Id. 

1377. 

Leghorn 

# • 

2d. 

1318.  Lima 

_ # 

Id. 

1378. 

Cagliari 

• 0 

0 0 

Id. 

1319.  New  York  . . 

, # 

# # 

Id. 

1379. 

Boston 

• • 

t 0 

Id. 

1320.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

Id. 

1380. 

Palermo 

0 0 

3d. 

1321.  Rio  de  Janeiro 

• • 

3d. 

1381. 

New  York  .. 

2d. 

1322.  Reunion  .. 

• 0 

# # 

3!d. 

1382. 

Zanzibar 

2d. 

1323.  Berne 

* e 

, , 

Id. 

1383. 

Naples 

l|d. 

1324.  Kiukiang  . . 

id. 

1384. 

Constantinople 

2d. 

1325.  Resht 

3id. 

1385. 

Buenos  Ayres 

5hd. 

1326.  Florence 

c * 

Id. 

1386. 

Caracas  , . 

l^d. 

1327.  Hakodate  .. 

• 0 

# # 

Id. 

1387. 

Vienna 

l|d. 

1328.  Paris 

# , 

2d 

1388. 

Madeira  . . 

|d. 

1329.  Paramaribo.. 

e • 

, # 

lgd. 

1389. 

Panama 

lid. 

1330.  St  Petersburg 

, , 

2|d. 

1390. 

New  Orleans 

2|d. 

1331.  Patras 

• • 

t # 

lid. 

1391. 

Manila 

# 0 

2d. 

1332.  Calais  .. 

2id. 

1392. 

Foochow 

• • 

Id. 

1333.  Loanda  .. 

Id. 

1393. 

Ningpo 

• • 

Id. 

1334.  Bordeaux  .. 

, , 

• « 

2id. 

1394. 

Chinkiang  . . 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog  .. 

Id 

1395. 

Tamsni 

Id. 

1336.  Galveston  .. 

. , 

8id. 

1396. 

Chungking  . . 

lid. 

1337.  Riga..  .. 

2d. 

1397. 

Philadelphia 

3id. 

3 338.  Batavia 

• • 

lid. 

1398. 

Bilbao 

2|d. 

1339.  Boston 

• • 

lid. 

1399. 

Dunkirk 

Id. 

1340.  Baltimore  . . 

lid. 

1400. 

Amoy 

lid. 

1341.  Havre 

# # 

2id. 

1401. 

Tainan 

Id. 

1342.  Yera  Cruz  .. 

# , 

, # 

Id. 

1402. 

Ichang  . . 

Id. 

1343.  Saigon 

lid. 

1403. 

Aleppo  .. 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm  .. 

, # 

2d. 

1404. 

Madrid 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz 

, # 

, , 

lid. 

1405. 

Newchwang 

0 0 

Id. 

1346.  Trebizond  .. 

, , 

# # 

Id. 

1406. 

W enchow  . . 

0 0 

id. 

1347.  Algiers 

, , 

# , 

3d. 

1407. 

Pakhoi 

0 0 

lid. 

1348.  Amapala 

• , 

• # 

id. 

1408. 

Hankow 

• • 

Id. 

1349.  Cherbourg  . . 

. # 

Id. 

1409. 

Amsterdam. . 

• • 

Id. 

1350.  Jerusalem  .. 

## 

Id. 

1410. 

Copenhagen 

0 0 

id. 

1351.  Santiago 

Id. 

1411. 

Damascus  . . 

Id. 

1352.  San  Jos6 

, # 

, , 

Id. 

1412. 

Chefoo 

u 9 

3d. 

1353.  Trieste  .. 

3id. 

1413. 

Swatow 

0 0 

Id. 

1354.  Madrid  •• 

2d. 

1414. 

Mannheim  .. 

0 • 

0 0 

lid. 

1355.  Teneriffe  .. 

id. 

1415. 

Fiume 

• • 

0 0 

2d. 

1356.  Havana 

, , 

2d. 

1416. 

Athens 

0 0 

6d. 

1357.  Paraguay  .. 

, # 

5d. 

1417. 

Soul  . . 

lid. 

1358.  Guayaquil  . . 

0 • 

4. id. 

1418. 

Beyrout 

0 0 

Id 

1359.  Cadiz 

, # 

, , 

lid. 

1419. 

Berlin 

0 0 

lid. 

1360.  Marseilles  . . 

# # 

lid. 

1420. 

Nice.. 

0 0 

3d. 

1361.  Brest 

# , 

, # 

Id. 

1421. 

Yokohama  .. 

0 0 

lid. 

1362.  Syra. . 

2id. 

1422. 

Maracaibo  .. 

0 0 

Id. 

1363.  Suakin 

, , 

Id. 

1423. 

Tunis  . * 

0 0 

lid. 

1364.  Callao 

0 » 

Id. 

1424. 

Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

0 • 

Id. 

1365.  Piraeus 

, , 

• • 

2d. 

1425. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul. . 

0 0 

7d. 

1366.  Stettin 

2d. 

1426. 

Erzeroum  . . 

• • 

0 0 

Id. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

, # 

2id. 

1427. 

Christiania  . . 

• • 

5 id. 

1368.  Angora 

, , 

, # 

Id. 

1428. 

Charleston  . . 

• 0 

5id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

2d. 

1429. 

Meshed  . . 

0 0 

Id. 

1370.  Genoa 

3id. 

1430. 

Copenhagen 

id. 

1371.  Batoum  .. 

• • 

# # 

26. 

1431. 

Galveston  . . 

2id. 

1372.  Rouen 

• • 

, # 

2id. 

1432. 

Hamburg  . . 

2id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

, , 

# , 

id. 

1433. 

Brindisi  .. 

0 0 

2id. 

1374.  Nantes 

lid. 

1434. 

Gothenburg 

• 0 

2d. 

1x75.  Taganrog  .. 

t 0 

2id. 

1435. 

Kiungchow  . . 

0 • 

lid. 

1376.  Ispahan  .. 

M 

>0 

4 id.  ! 

1436. 

St.  Petersburg 

id. 
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SPAIN. 

MALAGA. 

Mr.  Finn  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley . 

My  Lord,  Malaga.  June  15,  1894. 

For  my  Agricultural  Report  this  year  1 can  do  no  better 
than  forward  two  very  interesting  communications  which  \ have 
received  from  Mr.  Carl  Luffmann,  a well- known  Australian 
agricultural  expert  who  has  been  for  some  months  studying 
Viticulture  and  Fruit  Growing  in  this  part  of  Spain. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  ALEXANDER  FINN. 
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A year’s  residence  in  Spain  has  so  deeply  impressed  me  with  Introductory, 
the  value  and  importance  of  the  country,  that  I think  it  a duty  to 
say  what  I can  to  enlighten  those  in  the  old  country  who  are 
looking  for  a safe  outlet  for  their  energies. 

I have  no  party  purpose  to  serve,  nothing  more  than  a small 
desire  to  see  some  of  my  fellow  countrymen  on  the  broad  acres, 
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turning  them  to  the  best  advantage,  and  so,  making  an  independ- 
ence for  themselves,  and  increasing  the  well  being  of  the  world. 

Each  year  makes  speculation  more  problematic,  energy  is  not 
of  itself  enough  unless  it  is  directed  to  the  most  secure  and 
natural  channels,  and  surely  the  most  natural  and  safest  of  all  is 
the  land. 

Having  taken  in  a great  deal  of  Spain,  I cannot  commit 
myself  to  the  popular  remark  and  say,  “she  is  the  most  magnifi- 
cent country  in  the  world,”  but  she  has  some  magnificent  parts, 
many  of  which  are  allowed  to  be  idle  and  entirely  unproductive. 

As  a colonial^  I have  had  to  deal  with  lands  under  the 
hardest  natural  condition  so  I may  be  excused  for  saying  I am 
no  idle  speculator  on  what  I consider  the  distant  needs  and  op- 
portunities which  exist  in  Southern  Spain.  I have  lately  been 
investigating  the  most  important  fields  in  Europe,  and  I can  think 
of  no  place  which  has  impressed  me  as  the  province  of  Andalucia 
has  done.  It  is,  so  far  as  I am  aware,  the  only  country  which 
calls  for  a larger  population.  I consider  Spain  has  but  one  real 
want,  and  that  is,  colonists.  Her  people  of  all  grades  are  unable 
to  compete  with  foreign  trade  ; indifference  to  agricultural  pursuits 
has  caused  many  of  the  old  landowners  to  neglect  their  estates, 
and  the  great  phylloxera  plague  has  so  impoverished  the  small 
landowner  and  reduced  the  earnings  of  the  common  labourer  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  render  a clear  survival  above  ruin  well  nigh  im- 
possible. Such  are  the  most  direct  causes  of  the  distress  in  this 
part  of  Spain  to-day. 

No  mere  laws  of  man’s  making  can  enable  the  people  of  them- 
selves to  make  her  the  land  she  should  be,  a people  so  underfed, 
with  no  future,  must  receive  “ a lift,”  it  must  be  assisted  before 
it  can  improve  its  surroundings.  And  the  lift  must  be  in  a sub- 
stantial form  ; nothing  less  than  the  introduction  of  new  blood, 
energy,  and  capital  can  advance  such  a people,  such  a country, 
but  these  forces  may  be  well  spent  as  there  need  be  no  specula- 
tion so  risky  as  to  disturb  the  mind  of  the  investor.  With  the 
importation  of  industrious  men,  capital,  of  modern  appliances, 
there  is  every  natural  condition  favourable  to  a speedy  and 
profitable  return. 

In  choosing  a position  all  things  have  to  be  considered,  and 
to  those  who  have  any  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture  I know 
of  no  country  in  Europe  which  presents  advantages  equal  to  those 
of  Andalucia. 

Ir  England  there  is  scarcely  a young  man  who  does  not  con- 
tinually weigh  r,nd.  recount  the  prospects  of  home  and  foreign 
investment.  To  the  majority  the  controlling  instinct  is  desire  for 
European  life,  and  in  this  special  particular  Spain  is  very  close  to 
Home,  whilst  the  local  attractions  are  of  such  an  old  world  nature 
as  to  delight  the  most  conservative. 

From  a health  point  or  view  the  climate  is  unrivalled,  a cir- 
cumstance which  tells  heavily  in  favour  of  happiness. 

1 have  no  desire  to  idealise  this  land,  but  taking  things  as  they 
are  in  England  and  Spain,  given  a certain  kind  of  knowledge,  of 
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a little  capital,  with  a desire  to  invest  it  in  such  a way  as  to  secure 
a living  interest,  coupled  with  a wholesome  life,  I say  the  balance 
is  distinctly  in  favour  of  Spain. 

Here  there  need  he  no  drudgery,  no  hard  competition,  bad 
seasons,  or  dearth  of  sunshine,  whilst  the  nearness  of  all  Europe 
renders  life  more  cosmopolitan  and  complete  than  it  is  to  many 
who  live  within  sight  of  the  smoke  of  London. 

Spain  is  not  open  to  receive  and  benefit  every  class  of  emi- 
grant, but  it  affords  a good  chance  to  young  practical  men  who 
may  have  a knowledge  of  soils,  the  raising  of  field  crops,  garden 
produce,  poultry,  orchard  fruits,  forest  trees,  and  various  economic 
plants,  to  such  the  specialty  appeals.  The  established  industries 
of  grape-growing  and  olive  cultivation  may  be  entered  on  with 
certainty,  as  the  most  ordinary  workmen  are  expert  in  all  branches 
of  fruit  cultivation,  pressing  and  packing,  so  that  new  arrivals 
may,  on  paying  for  labour,  be  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  native 
grower. 

There  is  one  stumbling  block  to  many  who  might  otherwise 
be  glad  to  settle  here,  and  that  is  ignorance  of  the  Spanish 
language,  though  there  be  many  who  knowing  a little  of  Spanish 
would,  once  in  the  country,  soon  acquire  sufficient  proficiency  to 
conduct  their  affairs  with  success. 

The  phylloxera  has  done  its  worst,  much  of  the  country  has  Phylloxera, 
been  replanted  with  blight-proof  vines  which  are  giving  a good 
return,  and  wherever  new  work  is  taken  in  hand  there  is  the 
advantage  of  modern  experience  to  guide  one. 

The  land  may  not  be  called  rich,  but  the  best  proof  that  it  is  Quality  of 
not  exhausted  lies  in  the  fact  that  wherever  money  is  being  ex-  im- 
pended and  intelligent  labour  bestowed  on  land  and  crops,  highly 
remunerative  returns  are  coming  in,  and  the  prospect  is  even  far 
better  results. 

The  old  fashioned  customs  in  force  here  act  very  seriously 
against  many  present  workers,  but  with  sensible  tools  and  imple- 
ments the  cost  of  labour  might  be  considerably  reduced,  the  lands 
improved,  and  profits  made  larger  in  proportion. 

There  is  a well  established  iron  foundry  in  Malaga,  owned  by  iron  foundry, 
an  English  firm,*  so  that  settlers  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  such  articles  as  their  work  might  demand. 

The  facilities  for  marketing  produce  of  a superior  kind  is  Transport, 
very  favourable.  There  is  a regular  steam  service  between 
Malaga,  Barcelona,  Marseilles,  and  other  Mediterranean  ports, 
and  direct  steam  to  England  and  the  French  Channel  ports  ; also 
a through  train  service  to  Madrid  and  Paris,  which  latter  can  be 
reached  in  70  hours*  and  where  first  quality  early  fruit  and 
vegetables  of  all  kinds,  which  can  be  produced  here  much  earlier 
than  in  any  other  parts  of  Europe,  are  ever  in  demand. 

To  those  not  caring  to  enter  into  foreign  trade  there  are 
reliable  agents  and  merchants  in  Malaga  who  buy  up  every  kind 
of  produce. 

Advantageous  as  this  province  undoubtedly  is  for  the  man 
with  limited  capital,  I am  of  opinion  that  even  grander  results 
* Mr.  Rupert  Heaton,  Fabrica  de  la  Fsperanza,  Malaga. 
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would  accrue  to  any  large  agricultural  company  taking  an  interest 
in  developing  the  wealth  of  the  unoccupied  Crown  lands.  These 
lands  are  for  the  most  part  areas  which  have  been  forfeited 
through  the  owners  failing  to  pay  the  land  tax,  but  owing  to 
their  present  unused  state  and  the  cost  of  supervising,  the 
Government  has  made  specially  favourable  terms  for  purchasing 
or  leasing  the  land,  which  is  thus  ridiculously  low  in  price  and 
free  from  taxation  for  a term  of  years.* 

Some  of  these  lands  are  really  excellent,  in  many  instances 
they  have  been  resting  for  years,  and  the  slight  vegetation  which 
has  been  accumulating  and  decomposing  has  strengthened  and 
refreshed  them  considerably. 

There  are  enormous  tracts  and  excellent  lands  lying  between 
Seville  and  Cordoba,  Cordoba  and  Osuna,  Osuna  and  Antequera, 
for  the  most  part  near  to  railways,  good  roads,  and  water,  and  I 
can  safely  say  that  for  cereals  (wheat  and  barley),  for  cork,  oaks, 
olive  and  acacia  growing,  this  country  could  not  easily  be  sur- 
passed. Almost  anything  could  be  grown  to  perfection,  but  I 
mention  no  more  than  I feel  would  be  within  thoroughly  paying 
and  practical  limits. 

These  lands,  worked  under  an  efficient  chief,  or  “cutup” 
into  lots  and  sold  to  small  settlers,  thus  forming  an  industrial 
colony,  would  be  a purely  philanthropic  and  at  the  same  time 
paying  concern. 

There  are  houses  and  buildings  in  the  most  remote  districts, 
so  that  in  almost  every  case  a start  could  be  made  without  any 
great  outlay. 

Water  is  everywhere  sufficient  for  domestic  purposes,  and 
generally  there  is  enough  to  admit  of  irrigating  a small  plot  of 
ground.  Food  and  fuel  are  cheap,  only  meat  may  be  said  to  be 
dear,  about  English  prices. 

A new  and  important  industry  might  be  opened  up  here  by 
cultivating  the  acacia  sylvestris  for  its  bark,  so  valuable  and 
much  in  request  for  tanning  purposes.  The  tree  grows  quickly 
as  under  the  best  condition  it  is  ready  for  stripping  in  its  fourth 
to  sixth  year,  and  with  yearly  planting  or  by  making  provision 
for  the  seed  to  fall  from  a few  trees,  a continuous  yearly  supply 
may  be  secured  after  the  trees  are  well  established,  the  cost  and 
cheapness  with  which  it  can  be  produced  here,  and  the  ever 
increasing  demand  and  high  prices  obtained  for  bottle  bark,  force 
me  to  strongly  recommend  it  to  all  who  may  take  an  interest  in 
the  lands  of  this  province. 

The  olive  has  suffered  a serious  decline  owing  to  long  cultiva- 
tion without  any  cross-grafting  or  sound  system  of  pruning,  but 
with  more  modern  varieties  and  better  treatment  there  is  still 
much  to  be  done  with  the  olive  when  associated  with  other  crops. 
This  province  is  most  distinctly  its  natural  European  home,  and 
the  finest  quality  fruit  and  oil  can  be  relied  on  where  favourable 
cultivation  is  bestowed. 

Sugar  cane  is  now  giving  the  highest  return  from  the  soil, 

o o o o 7 

* See  my  Commercial  Report  for  1892  (No.  1282  of  1893),  p.  9. 


Sugar  cane. 


MALAGA. 


but  as  this  cannot  be  grown  apart  from  a plentiful  supply  of 
water  and  flat  land  the  field  must  ever  be  limited. 

Beyond  question  the  most  favourable  industry  for  the  small  Viticulture, 
capitalist  is  the  wine  and  rasin  grape  industry.  For  the  purpose 
very  small  areas  (mere  gardens)  furnish  a very  good  return  at  the 
expense  of  a small  outlay. 

It  is  true  that  much  of  the  really  good  land  near  Malaga  is 
under  cultivation,  and  present  owners  are  not  disposed  to  sell  at 
low  terms,  but  though  prices  are  comparatively  high  the  land  is 
not  really  dear,  as  returns  will  prove. 

Small  vineyards  favourably  situated  are  valued  as  high  as 
200/.  per  fanega  (practically  a large  acre*). 

Say  five  (5)  acres  at  200/.  equal  1,000/.  The  working  of  an 
acre,  harvesting  of  fruit,  drying,  packing,  &c.,  is  about  15/.  or 
65/.  for  the  year’s  work  on  5 acres.  The  most  ordinary  crop 
ranges  from  70  cases  to  90  cases  of  raisins  per  acre;  take  the 
lowest  of  these  boxes,  of  three  classes,  divided  on  the  most  regular 
basis,  25  boxes  at  1/.,  25  boxes  at  10s.,  and  20  boxes  at  7s.  per 
box.  This  gives  44/.  10s.  per  acre,  equal  222/.  10s.  for  5 acres, 
which  after  deducting  65/.  for  labour,  &c.,  leaves  a clear 
margin  of  157/.  10s.,  and  this,  be  it  remembered,  shows  payment 
for  everything,  whereas  a man  working  on  his  land  would  reduce 
the  cost  of  production  considerably,  beside  the  main  crop  there  is 
the  opportunity  to  grow  garden  produce,  fruits,  fodder,  and 
poultry,  which  can  be  marketed  or  used  at  home  to  keep  down 
expenses. 

But  it  is  not  only  these  favoured  lands  where  high  prices  are 
asked  that  one  might  select  to  advantage.  There  are  scores  of 
little  farms  and  vineyards  on  the  slopes  of  hills  round  Malaga 
where  the  small  capitalist  with  a knowledge  of  his  work  might 
labour  with  success. 

One  distinct  want  here  is  a land  agency  where  intending 
vendors  and  purchasers  might  make  the  nature  of  their  proper- 
ties and  needs  known. 

Taxation  on  comestibles  of  all  kinds  is  comparatively  light, 
but  in  placing  the  low  cost  of  production  and  other  material 
expenses  against  the  returns,  I do  not  see  that  the  Spaniard 
labours  under  a burden  equal  to  an  English  landowner  and  farmer. 

I can  only  repeat  my  former  remark,  that  this  province  is  not  Conclusion, 
suitable  for  every  kind  of  Englishman,  but  for  the  man  skilled  in 
agricultural  matters,  who  brings  industry,  insight,  and  a little 
capital  to  help  him,  Spain  will,  I believe,  more  than  repay  him 
for  his  labours. 


II. — Notes  on  Raising  and  Drying  Muscatel  Grapes . 

The  muscatel  grape  requires  a ferruginous  soil  to  produce  the  The  muscatel 
most  fleshy  and  sweet  fruit  with  the  flavour  of  muscatel  well  SraPe- 

* 1 fanega  = 1'6374  acres. 
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marked.  The  vine  also  does  well  in  slaty  and  stony  ground, 
but  grows  most  vigorously  in  deep  alluvial  soils,  though  in  this 
last  the  fruit  is  deficient  in  flavour  and  bouquet,  and  is  not  well 
suited  for  drying  purposes,  as  it  is  watery  (lacking  in  gelatinous 
substance),  but  is  excellent  as  a table  grape,  as  it  is  luscious  and 
very  tender. 

The  Malagenan  method  of  cultivation  is  in  every  way  simple 
and  ordinary.  The  only  feature  here  which  is  not  observed  in 
other  grape  countries  is  that  the  “ crowns  ” of  the  vine  are  kept 
very  close  to  the  ground.  The  object  of  this  is  to  enable  the 
surface  growth  to  benefit  from  the  close  proximity  to  all  moisture 
rising  from  or  descending  upon  the  soil,  and  to  prevent  exposure  to 
strong  and  harmful  winds.  The  present  crops  are  being  drawn 
entirely  from  the  new  hybrid  varieties  which  are  grafted  on  the 
American  phylloxera-proof  vine,  “ liiparia.”  Prunings  of  this 
vine  are  encouraged  to  root,  and  then  grafted  in  a nursery  bed,  or 
planted  out  as  cuttings,  and  the  following  year  grafted  as  they 
stand  in  the  vineyard.  No  special  or  particularly  advantageous 
method  of  grafting  is  observed,  and  the  system  of  pruning  and 
labouring  the  soil  is  such  as  is  well  known  and  practised  in 
Australia. 

The  Spaniards  never  encourage  the  growth  of  other  crops 
between  the  vines,  as  the  muscatel  requiring  good  colour,  flavour, 
and  bouquet,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  ground  be  given 
up  to  it.  Where  strong  winds  are  frequent,  an  occasional  row,  or 
“ belt,”  of  olive  or  similar  evergreen  trees  may  be  used  to 
advantage. 

Long  experience  has  proved  that  land  lying  at  a slope  of  from 
30  to  45  degrees  is  the  most  favourable  for  the  growth  of  raisin 
and  wine-producing  grapes.  In  Spain  a south-east,  and  in 
Australia  a north-east  aspect  is  best  suited  to  the  muscatel,  as  it 
demands  the  heat  rays  of  the  late  autumn  sun. 

The  vines  give  a return  in  the  second  and  third  years,  but  are 
not  expected  to  yield  a paying  crop  until  the  fourth  year. 

u Green  ” pruning  is  infrequent,  as  the  fruit  requires  protection 
against  the  hot  sun  and  air  in  rapid  motion.  Muscatel  grapes  are 
never  cut  from  the  vine  till  the  growth  has  practically  ceased,  for 
should  grapes  be  cut  whilst  the  sap  is  rising  they  will  be  insuffi- 
ciently primed,”  fermentation  take  place,  and  the  fruit  rendered 
useless. 

The  grower  must  observe  that  the  main  stem  of  each  bunch 
is  brown  and  shrunk,  and  that  the  grapes  on  being  pricked  give 
off  no  free  juice.  The  juice  should  be  fairly  “set  ” ere  the  grape 
is  detached  from  the  vine.  The  “ bloom  ” of  the  grape  is  a most 
important  item,  and  especial  care  is  always  necessary  to  develop 
and  preserve  it.  Grapes  far  above  the  ground  and  exposed  to 
air  in  motion  cannot  get  that  perfection  of  colour  which  those 
possess  when  well  sheltered  and  near  the  ground.  Before  the 
juice  is  set  in  the  grape  the  bloom  is  very  free,  but  the  juice  con- 
gealed, the  bloom  becomes  firmer  and  will  bear  careful  handling, 
though  the  muscatel  should  never  be  handled  except  by  the  steins, 
and  always  by  naturally  dry,  cool  hands. 
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The  local  method  of  drying  and  packing  is  as  follows  : — Local  met  hod 

The  fruit  is  cut  and  brought  in  baskets  to  the  “ drying  slope/’  of  packing, 
a pyramid-shaped  mound  of  earth  held  in  position  by  brick  or 
stone  work.  The  surface  of  this  mound  (which  may  have  two  or 
more  sides)  is  usually  at  an  angular  slope  of  45  degrees,  and  is 
covered  with  loose  clean  gravel.  The  fruit  is  placed  over  the 
surface  of  the  slopes,  and  usually  receives  a turning  every  other 
day  for  eight  days,  which  is  the  usual  time  for  drying,  but 
exceptional  heat  or  damp  weather  may  reduce  or  advance  this 
period  considerably.  A canvas  awning  is  spread  over  the  fruit 
during  the  night-time  and  also  in  the  middle  of  very  hot  days. 

Uniformity  of  the  day  temperature  must  be  aimed  at,  and  regular 
care  in  the  handling  and  turning  of  the  grapes.  When  the  fruit 
is  sufficiently  dry  it  will  be  shown  by  the  fruit  being  “ passive  ” — 
it  can  be  pressed  into  any  shape  and  does  not  reform  itself.  The 
seeds  are  also  independent  of  the  Hesh,  and  should  be  an  even 
coffee-brown  colour,  showing  no  trace  of  green  at  the  small  end. 

The  fruit  ready  for  boxing,  each  bunch  is  examined,  and  with  the 
aid  of  a pair  of  scissors  all  faulty  and  inferior  grapes  are  nipped 
from  the  bunch.  They  are  then  laid  aside  to  form  classes  from 
1 to  6,  great  care  and  equality  of  sample  being  observed  in  all 
samples. 

Without  further  treatment  of  any  kind  the  fruit  is  placed  in 
well  dried  boxes,  the  best  fruits  in  thin  layers  between  good 
white  paper,  and  each  layer  is  set  off  by  a covering  of  single 
raisins  of  the  best  shape  and  appearance.  Classes  3 to  6 are 
packed  in  a body,  but  with  equally  good  attention  to  boxes  and 
paper  lining. 

Fruit  so  prepared  is  exported  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  is 
considered  able  to  retain  its  prime  quality  for  three  years  in 
almost  any  climate. 
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No. 

Price.  ! 

No. 

Price. 

1322.  Reunion 

# 9 

, # 

3|d. 

1380.  Palermo 

, # 

3d. 

1323.  Berne 

# , 

c • 

Id. 

1381.  New  York 

# , 

# , 

2d. 

1324.  Kiukiang 

# , 

# # 

u. 

1382.  Zanzibar  .. 

2d. 

1325.  Resht 

# , 

3|d. 

1383.  Naples 

, # 

Hd, 

1326.  Florence 

, , 

# # 

Id. 

1384.  Constantinople 

# . 

2d. 

1327.  Hakodate 

« , 

, # 

Id.  1 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres 

5 id. 

1328.  Paris.. 

2d. 

1386.  Caracas 

lid. 

1329.  Paramaribo 

, . 

, , 

lid. 

1387.  Vienna  .. 

• # 

lid. 

1330.  St.  Petersburg 

, , 

, # 

2id. 

1388.  Madeira 

# , 

id. 

1331.  Patras 

, # 

# , 

lid.  | 

1389.  Panama 

# # 

lid. 

1332.  Calais 

2id. 

1390.  New  Orleans 

# , 

2id. 

1333.  Loanda 

# , 

, # 

Id.  | 

1391.  Manila 

# , 

2d. 

1334.  Bordeaux 

, # 

2id.  i 

1392.  Foochow 

, . 

, , 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog 

# , 

Id.  i 

1393.  Ningpo  .. 

Id. 

1336.  Galveston 

. , 

. , 

. . 

8 id.  I 

1394.  Chinkiang  .. 

• . 

• . 

Id. 

1337.  Riga.. 

, # 

9 , 

2d.  ; 

1395.  Tamsui 

, t 

## 

Id. 

1338.  Batavia 

# % 

lid.  ! 

1396.  Chungking  .. 

# , 

lid. 

1339.  Boston 

, . 

• * 

, , 

lid.  | 

1397.  Philadelphia 

3id. 

1340.  Baltimore 

. . 

• • 

, , 

1 id.  1 

1398.  Bilbao  .. 

• • 

, , 

2id. 

1341.  Havre 

* # 

e , 

# # 

2|d.  j 

1399.  Dunkirk 

t # 

Id. 

1342.  Vera  Cruz 

, , 

, # 

Id.  i 

1400.  Amoy 

t , 

lid. 

1343.  Saigon 

# , 

## 

, # 

lid. 

1401.  Tainan 

, # 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm 

# , 

2d. 

1402.  Ichang  .. 

# # 

, # 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz 

# , 

lid. 

1403.  Aleppo 

, # 

Id. 

1346.  Trebizond 

# , 

# # 

Id. 

1404.  Madrid 

• • 

# , 

Id. 

1347.  Algiers 

, # 

# # 

3d. 

1405.  Newchwang 

• • 

, # 

Id. 

1348.  Amapala 

id. 

1406.  Wenchow 

, , 

# # 

id. 

1349.  Cherbourg 

« • 

• # 

Id. 

1 407.  Pakhoi 

• . 

lid. 

1350.  Jerusalem 

, # 

# # 

Id. 

1408.  Hankow  .. 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1351.  Santiago 

, # 

. , 

Id. 

1409.  Amsterdam  . . 

. , 

Id. 

1352.  San  Jose 

. , 

, , 

Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen.. 

id. 

1353.  Trieste 

, . 

3id. 

1411.  Damascus  .. 

, , 

Id. 

1354.  Madrid 

( # 

2d, 

1412.  Chefoo 

# # 

3d. 

1355.  Teneriffe 

# # 

id. 

1413.  Swatow  .. 

, # 

Id. 

1356.  Havana 

, # 

2d. 

1414.  Mannheim  .. 

# # 

lid. 

1357.  Paraguay 

, # 

5d. 

1415.  Fiume 

• • 

# , 

2d. 

1358.  Guayaquil 

, , 

, , 

4 id. 

1416.  Athens  .. 

• • 

, # 

6d. 

1359.  Cadiz 

, , 

, , 

lid. 

1417.  Soul.. 

lid. 

1360.  Marseilles 

, # 

, # 

lid. 

1418.  Beyrout 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1361.  Brest 

Id. 

1419.  Berlin 

, . 

, , 

lid. 

1362.  Syra  . . 

, , 

2jd. 

1420.  Nice 

. . 

. , 

3d. 

1363.  Suakin 

t , 

, , 

# # 

Id, 

1421.  Yokohama  .. 

. , 

, , 

lid. 

1364.  Callao 

# , 

Id. 

1822.  Maracaibo  .. 

. . 

, , 

Id. 

1365.  Piraeus 

# , 

2d. 

1423.  Tunis 

, , 

, , 

lid.  ' 

1366.  Stettin 

, # 

2d. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

, , 

Id. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

, # 

2id. 

1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.. 

, , 

7d. 

1368.  Angora 

• % 

. # 

Id. 

1426.  Erzeroum  . . 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

, # 

• ' 

. , 

2d. 

1427.  Christiania  • . 

. . 

5id. 

1370.  Genoa 

, # 

# , 

, . 

3|d. 

1428.  Charleston  . . 

. . 

5 id. 

1371.  Batoum 

# , 

, # 

, * 

2d. 

1429.  Meshed 

, , 

Id. 

1372.  Rouen 

2id. 

1430.  Copenhagen.. 

• , 

, , 

id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

id. 

1431.  Galveston  .. 

• • 

2id. 

1374.  Nantes 

# * 

# , 

lid. 

1432.  Hamburg  . . 

.. 

2id. 

1375.  Taganrog 

# , 

2id. 

1433.  Brindisi 

• . 

.. 

2id. 

1376.  Ispahan 

• • 

4id. 

1434.  Gothenburg . . 

• . 

. . 

2d. 

1377.  Leghorn 

, , 

• • 

, # 

2d. 

1435.  Iviungchow . . 

* , 

, , 

lid. 

1378.  Cagliari 

• • 

, # 

Id. 

1436.  St.  Petersburg 

.. 

id. 

1379.  Boston 

.. 

M 

M 

Id. 

1437.  Malaga 

a *) 

.. 

Id. 

No.  1438. 

Reference  to  previous  Report , Annual  Series  Ho.  1233. 


UNITED  STATES. 

CHICAGO. 


Consul  Hayes- Sadler  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley, 

My  Lord,  Chicago,  June  16,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a Report  on  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  Chicago  during  the  year  1893,  together 
with  the  Reports  of  the  British  Vice-Consuls  at  St.  Louis  and 
Denver  for  the  same  period. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  HAYES-SADLER. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Chicago  for  the  Year  1893. 
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Note. — Throughout  this  report  exchange  is  taken  at  4 dol.  85  c.  = 1?. 


Introductory. 

The  course  of  the  past  year  at  Chicago  has  been  marked  by 
two  distinctive  features,  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  and 
the  financial  crisis.  These  two  contending  elements,  one  mainly 
local  the  other  universal,  both  in  a measure  of  a transient 
character,  threw  business  into  an  abnormal  and  disturbed  condi- 
(1808)  a 2 
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tion,  and  acted  on  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  city  in  an 
opposite  and  counteracting  manner.  While  the  former  was  con- 
ducive to  extraordinary  activity  and  great  benefit  to  local  trade, 
the  latter  cast  a widespread  gloom  over  the  whole  country  during 
the  last  6 months  of  the  year,  and  was  attended  by  general 
depression  and  decline  of  business,  though  this  influence  was  less 
noticeable  and  perhaps  less  real  at  Chicago  than  elsewhere  from 
the  effect  of  the  bustle  and  movement  resulting  from  the  World’s 
Fair. 

An  account  of  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  including 
its  financial  position  at  the  close  and  a few  suggestive  remarks  on 
the  probable  or  possible  results  of  the  vast  undertaking,  was 
given  in  my  report  of  December  9 last,*  and  there  seems 
little  further  of  importance  to  be  now  added  on  this  subject. 
The  list  of  awards  allotted  to  each  country  is  at  last  made 
known,  and  the  medals  and  diplomas  will,  in  course  of  time, 
be  distributed ; the  foreign  exhibits,  after  numerous  difficulties 
encountered  from  the  regulations  imposed  and  much  delay 
experienced  in  procuring  means  of  transportation,  were  eventually 
removed  ; the  ground  has  been  handed  over  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Jackson  Park;  the  buildings  are  in  course  of  demolition;  a 
return  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  capital  invested  has  been  made,  and 
the  affairs  of  the  company  are  now  practically  settled.  Much 
benefit  has  undoubtedly  accrued  to  Chicago,  and  when  the  effects 
of  the  financial  crisis  have  subsided  and  business  has  wholly  re- 
covered from  the  shock,  many  advantages,  hitherto  retarded  by 
prevailing  scarcity  of  money,  or  yet  undeveloped,  will  prove  to 
have  resulted  to  this  city  and  to  the  country  from  the  energy 
exercised  and  the  money  expended  on  the  great  exhibition  of 
1893. 

The  undeniable  success  of  the  World’s  Fair,  as  an  exhibition, 
in  a great  measure  diverted  attention  from  the  commercial  crisis 
which  ensued  not  many  weeks  after  the  opening,  and  the  general 
stringency  of  money  was  palliated,  as  far  as  this  city  is  concerned, 
by  the  large  amount  of  extraneous  cash  circulated  by  visitors,  so 
that  the  panic  was  attended  here  by  perhaps  less  disastrous 
results  than  elsewhere.  On  the  other  hand  the  panic  had  a detri- 
mental effect  on  the  financial  success  of  the  exhibition  ; money 
which  would  have  been  spent  there  was  in  many  cases  needed  at 
home,  and  many  people  hesitated  before  undertaking  the  expense 
of  a visit.  Throughout  the  country  disastrous  results  and  com- 
mercial difficulties  prevailed  ; production  was  diminished  ; many 
industrial  establishments  suspended  or  reduced  operations,  and 
numbers  of  workmen  were  thrown  out  of  employment,  entailing 
an  amount  of  distress  among  the  labouring  classes  which  had  been 
hitherto  unknown  in  these  parts. 

The  Trade  of  Chicago . 

The  trade  of  Chicago  in  1893  shows  a falling-off  compared 
with  that  of  the  preceding  year,  owing  to  universal  dulness  con- 
* Miscellaneous  Series  No.  314. 
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sequent  on  the  financial  crisis^  but  the  decrease  was  not  large, 
and  in  making  the  comparison  the  fact  must  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration that  almost  every  year  had  shown  large  and  successive 
increase,  and  that  the  year  1892  was  an  especially  prosperous  one. 
The  year  opened  with  great  activity,  and  promised  at  least  an 
average  percentage  of  increase  in  volume  of  business  till  the  panic 
caused  general  depression  in  transactions.  The  record,  based  as 
on  previous  occasions  on  a summary  compiled  by  the  best 
authorities,  and  on  such  official  returns  as  are  available,  shows  a 
decrease  of  about  6 75  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  the  record  of 
1892,  the  total  trade  being  estimated  in  round  figures  at 
295,800,000/.,  or  21,300,000/.  less  than  in  1892,  when  the  estimate 
amounted  to  317,100,000/.  In  this  calculation  speculative  trans- 
actions and  those  in  stocks  or  real  estate  are  not  included,  and 
in  this  total  value  a certain  reduction  has  been  made  as  in  former 
years  to  allow,  in  dividing  the  trade  into  three  departments,  for 
any  overlapping  there  may  be,  especially  in  the  wholesale  and 
manufacturing  trades.  In  taking  these  departments  separately 
the  approximate  value  of  the  produce  trade  has  been  estimated  at 
97,500,000/.,  that  of  the  wholesale  trade  at  107,100,000/.,  and  of 
the  manufacturing  trade  at  117,300,000/. 


Produce  Trade. 


The  receipts  and  shipments  of  the  principal  articles  of  pro-  Receipts  and 
duce,  according  to  statements  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  other  3tiPment8, 
sources,  will  be  seen  in  the  following  return,  compared  with  those 
of  1892:— 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Received.  | 

Shipped. 

Received. 

Shipped. 

Flour  

Barrels 

4,664,424 

4,105,117 

5,919,343 

5,710,629 

Wheat  

Bushels 

35,355,101 

24,715,738 

50,234,555 

43,833,795 

Corn  

,, 

91,255,154 

78,919,781 

78,510,385 

66,104,220 

Oats  

,, 

84,289,886 

67,129,119 

78,827,985 

67,332,322 

Rye  

„ 

1,707,072 

1,320,013 

3,633,308 

2,775,600 

Barley  

,, 

13,375,845 

8,233,268 

16,989,278 

10,438,281 

Grass  seeds  

Lbs. 

52,440,522 

72,138,909 

53,228,779 

60,670,835 

Flax  „ 

Bushels 

8,101,992 

7,730,641 

9,473,824 

8,802,220 

Cured  meats 

Lbs. 

119,599,941 

548,451,386 

179,965,327 

743,859,554 

Canned  ,, 

Cases 

44,666 

1,240,900 

92,998 

1,428,331 

Dressed  beef  

Lbs. 

178,782,265 

1,257,581,873 

149,496,436 

1,212,344,343 

Pork  

Barrels 

6,527 

210,092 

16,934 

294,781 

Lard  

Lbs. 

47,741,901 

| 367,894,172 

68,371,502 

398,915,558 

Cheese  

• I 

59,303,480 

I 51,101,900 

64,396,960 

48,504,956 

Butter  

Number 

150,742,420 

1 145,796,180 

154,128,700 

139,118,655 

Live  hogs  

6,057,278 

2,149,410 

7,714,435 

2,926,945 

Cattle  

n 

3,133,406 

900,183 

3,511,796 

1,121,675 

Sheep  

it 

3,031,174 

442,865 

2,145,079 

483,368 

Calves  

i» 

... 

210,557 

13,832 

197,576 

31,004 

Horses  

82,492 

70,011 

86,998 

74,368 

Hides  

Lbs. 

88,002,681 

206,813,490 

110,082,233 

229,711,358 

Wood  

28,451,708 

36,502,734 

28,388,364 

44,396,698 

Lumber 

Met.  feet ... 

1,600,677 

719,254 

2,203,874 

1,060,117 

Potatoes 

Bushels 

4,565,573 

959,446 

5,563,950 

897,590 

Eggs  

Cases 

1,728,906 

951,600 

2,153,030 

1,653,118 

The  receipts  and  shipments  of  flour  were  about  one-third  less  Flour  and 
than  in  1892;  the  receipts  of  wheat  fell  off  by  nearly  15,000,000  wheat. 
(1808) 
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€orn. 


Oats. 


Eye. 


Barley. 


Seeds. 


Live  stock. 


bushel?,  and  the  shipments  by  19,000,000  bushels.  Money 
stringency  told  on  a low  market  and  wheat  suffered  in  common 
with  other  products,  prices  ruling  lower  than  at  any  former 
period.  The  harvest  produced  considerably  less  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  which  again  showed  a large  falling-off  from  the 
yield  of  1891,  so  that,  with  the  low  price  of  cereals,  farmers 
realised  little  profit,  and  dulness  pervaded  the  operations  of 
dealers.  Although  the  demand  in  European  markets  was  fair, 
the  competition  of  Russia  at  low  prices  prevented  any  tendency 
to  a rise  here.  The  cash  price  of  No.  2 wheat  averaged  only 
2s.  9\d.  a bushel,  against  3s.  3 \d.  in  1892  and  3s.  11  \d.  in  1891, 
and  at  one  time  in  July  the  price  was  as  low  as  2s.  3 d.  a bush'd 

The  corn  market  was  also  dull  and  prices  of  No.  2 corn  fell 
almost  gradually  from  Is.  9 d.  in  January  to  Is.  5 ^d.  in  Decem- 
ber, the  average  price  for  the  year  being  Is.  7-Jd.,  against  Is.  10 d. 
in  1892  and  2s.  5 d.  in  1891.  Notwithstanding  this  depression, 
movement  was  active,  and  nearly  13,000,000  bushels  were  both 
received  and  shipped  more  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Though 
influenced  by  the  general  low  price  of  cereals,  the  oat  market  was 
steady  and  firm  as  compared  with  those  of  wheat  and  corn,  and 
the  receipts  and  shipments  exceeded  those  of  1892.  The  average 
price  per  bushel  was  Is.  2d.,  compared  with  Is.  3 \d.  in  the 
preceding  year. 

The  average  price  of  rye  fell  from  2s.  9 \d.  in  1892  to  about 
Is.  10J.  last  year,  and  the  market  was  dull,  export  business  to 
Europe  having  been  restricted  from  the  abundant  supply  fur- 
nished from  Russia. 

A less  quantity  of  barley  was  also  received,  and  the  demand 
for  breweries,  which  on  account  of  the  World’s  Fair  was  expected 
to  be  large,  failed  to  realise  expectations. 

The  total  receipts  of  cereals  in  1893  was  valued  at 
21,675,000/.,  against  26,021,000/.  in  1892. 

The  market  for  seeds  proved  more  satisfactory,  and  a sudden 
rise  in  flax  seed  in  December  contributed  to  raise  the  average 
price  to  a higher  point  than  was  reached  in  1892,  though  receipts 
were  about  14  per  cent,  less  in  quantity  than  in  that  year.  The 
business  in  grass  seeds  was  fairly  active. 

In  reviewing  the  live-stock  market  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  receipts  of  cattle  in  1892  were  the  largest  ever  recorded 
at  Chicago,  owing  greatly  to  drought  and  forced  sales  of  poorly- 
fed  animals,  especially  from  Texas,  and  that  the  decrease  of 
440,000  head  in  the  number  received  still  leaves  the  arrivals  at 
double  the  figure  reached  10  years  ago.  With  regard  to  hogs, 
the  receipts  were  1,671,157  head  less  than  in  the  preceding  year, 
and  400,000  less  than  the  average  for  many  years,  and  amounted 
to  6,057,278,  while  the  price  fetched  was  far  more  satisfactory  to 
farmers  than  to  the  packing  interests,  being  3 s.  4 d.  above  the 
average  per  head  for  the  last  17  years.  Shipments  consequently 
fell  off.  The  same  condition  ruled  in  all  the  establishments  west, 
where  the  supply  of  hogs  wTas  short  and  prices  high.  It  was 
mentioned  in  the  report  of  last  year  that  considerable  attention 
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has  lately  been  paid  to  the  raising  of  sheep  in  some  of  the 
western  and  north-western  States.  A large  supply  was,  there- 
fore, last  year  thrown  on  the  local  market  for  which  there  was  no 
profit  in  shipment,  as  it  appears  an  unusual  number  of  sheep  had 
also  been  lately  raised  in  the  eastern  States.  Prices  realised  were 
more  than  20  per  cent,  below  the  average,  and  have  rarely,  if 
ever,  been  so  low.  The  supply  of  horses  exceeded  the  demand, 
and  prices  were  low,  especially  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  when  the  financial  crisis  had  a depreciating  influence.  Hay 
was  in  great  demand  for  the  World’s  Fair,  and  for  export,  prices 
ruling  at  11.  17s.  per  ton. 

The  whole  of  the  stock  handled  at  the  Union  stockyards  in  Value  of  live 
1893,  though  somewhat  less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  was  sfcoct- 
valued  at  more  than  50,000,000/. 

With  the  exception  of  a sudden  outbreak  of  malignant  anthrax  Sanitary 
in  a part  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  which  was  in  a short  time  condition, 
stamped  out  by  cremating  diseased  cattle,  the  sanitary  condition 
of  animals  in  this  district  was  good  throughout  the  year. 

Receipts  of  butter  and  cheese  were  slightly  smaller  than  in  Dairy 
1892.  Decrease  in  volume  of  production  from  prevalent  drought,  products, 
added  to  larger  demand  on  account  of  increased  population  and 
the  World’s  Fair,  though  in  a measure  counteracted  by  hard 
times,  caused  prices  of  dairy  products  to  be  fairly  maintained. 

The  average  price  of  cheese  was  5 d.,  and  best  butter  fetched 
about  Is.  The  total  value  of  receipts  under  the  head  of  produce 
is  estimated  at  97,580,000/.,  against  104,540.000/.  in  1892. 


Wholesale  Trade. 

The  great  prosperity  which  marked  the  wholesale  trade  of 
Chicago  in  1892  lasted  during  the  early  months  of  the  following 
year,  until  the  financial  crisis,  so  often  referred  to  in  this  report, 
caused  dulness  in  all  branches  of  industry,  and  resulted  in  the 
considerable  falling-off  of  94  per  cent,  in  value  of  business  done 
compared  with  the  preceding  year.  The  continued  demand  for 
many  goods  consequent  on  the  exhibition  in  some  measure  pre- 
vented wider  stagnation,  but  country  trade  was  dull,  stocks  were 
not  replenished  in  the  same  degree  as  usual,  and  all  articles  as  a 
rule  were  cheaper,  many  of  them  having  never  been  so  low  in 
price  as  during  the  last  winter.  In  dry  goods  the  decrease  in 
value  of  business  done  is  estimated  at  from  10  per  cent,  to  15  per 
cent.  Carpets  so  much  in  request  for  purposes  connected  with 
the  World’s  Fair  fell  off  in  demand  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
year.  There  was  a decline  of  25  per  cent,  in  the  value  of  the 
clothing  trade,  and  of  10  per  cent,  in  the  boot  and  shoe  trade. 
In  the  grocery  business  there  was  a fair  increase,  but  hardly  so 
large  as  was  expected  from  the  number  of  visitors  attracted  to 
the  city,  and  a large  increase  in  the  home-dried  fruit  trade- 
though  prices  were  reduced.  Curiously  enough  the  demand  for 
coffee  was  unusually  great  from  its  taking  a larger  proportion  in 
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the  diet  of  the  labouring  classes  on  account  of  the  prevailing 
distress.  The  tobacco  and  cigar  trade  also  shows  some  advance 
owing  to  the  number  of  visitors.  The  wholesale  furniture  trade, 
especially  in  the  cheaper  descriptions,  was  active,  though  country 
demand  was  small.  In  the  hardware  and  cutlery  business  there 
was  comparative  dulness,  and  the  crockery  and  glassware  trade 
fell  off  greatly  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  It  is  natural 
that  a sensible  decrease  should  be  shown  in  the  lumber  trade 
after  the  greatly-increased  consumption  in  1892  for  the  buildings  of 
the  Exhibition,  and  of  those  connected  with  it,  and  the  receipts 
fell  from  2,200,000,000  feet  to  1,600,000,000  feet.  For  the  same 
reason  all  industries  associated  with  the  building  trade  were 
comparatively  depressed.  The  iron  industry  declined,  business  in 
structural  iron  falling  off  about  50  per  cent.,  some  of  the  largest 
manufacturing  works  were  temporarily  suspended,  and  the  coke 
iron  blast  furnaces  were  all  closed  in  the  autumn. 

The  total  wholesale  business  declined  about  9J  per  cent,  from 
the  estimate  given  for  the  preceding  year,  though  it  fully  equalled 
the  result  attained  in  1891. 

A comparison  of  the  wholesale  trade  of  Chicago  for  5 years 
will  be  seen  in  the  following  return : — 


Articles. 

Value. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Dr7  goods  and  carpets 

18,062,000 

19,326,000 

20,202,000 

21,175,000 

19,588,000 

Groceries  

11,134,000 

11,691,000 

11,691,000 

12,860,000 

13,000,000 

Lumber 

7,423,000 

7,601,000 

8,041,000 

8,866,000 

7,216,000 

Manufactured  iron  ... 

3,202,000 

3,202,000 

3,504,000 

4,115,000 

3,093,000 

Clothing 

4,433,000 

4,433,000 

4,742,000 

5.366.000 

6.237.000 

4,021,000 

Boots  and  shoes 

4,742,000 

5,340,000 

5,670,000 

5,680,000 

Drugs  and  chemicals... 

1,402,000 

1,464,000 

1,567,000 

1,711,000 

1,645,000 

Crockery  and  glassware 

1,051,000 

1,132,000 

1,237,000 

1,340,000 

1,340,000 

Hats  and  caps 

1,237,000 

1,443,000 

1,650,000 

1.814.000 

1.568.000 

1,645,000 

Millinery  

1.340.000 

2.778.000 

1,443,000 

1,443,000 

1,445,000 

Tobacco  and  cigars  ... 

2,237,000 

2,371,000 

2,608,000 

2,742,000 

Fresh  and  salt  fish  and 
oysters  

1,060,000 

1,126,000 

1,134,000 

1,247,000 

1,340,000 

Oils  

825,000 

825,000 

928,000 

1,030,000 

1,134,000 

Dried  fruits  

722,000 

887,000 

887,000 

969,000 

1,083,000 

Building  materials  ... 

765,000 

919.000 

309.000 

928,000 

1,670,000 

979,000 

Furs  

309,000 

361,000 

449,000 

567,000 

Carriages 

338,000 

382,000 

413,000 

474,000 

412,000 

Piaftos  and  musical 
instruments  . 

1,366,000 

1,485,000 

1,608,000 

1,850,000 

1,495,000 

Music  books  and  sheet 
music 

107,000 

119,000 

129,000 

148,000 

144,000 

Books,  stationery,  and 
wall  paper  

4,268,000 

4,536,000 

4,536,000 

5,155,000 

5,361,000 

Pig-iron 

3,340,000 

4,131,000 

4,227,000 

4,804,000 

2,887,000 

Coal  

4,792,000 

5,170,000 

5.361.000 

3.984.000 

6,185,000 

4,742,000 

Hardware,  cutlery 

3,608,000 

652,000 

4,536,000 

4,227,000 

Wooden,  willow  ware... 

592,000 

722,000 

783,000 

794,000 

Liquors 

2,371,000 

2,845,000 

3,093,000 

3,402,000 

3,771,000 

Jewellery,  watches, 
and  diamonds 

3,505,000 

4,206,000 

5,155,000 

5,928,000 

5,928,000 

Leather,  &c 

495,000 

520,000 

567,000 

619,000 

619,000 

Pig-lead,  copper 

775,000 

1,168,000 

1,237,000 

1,312,000 

1,186,000 

Paper  

6,186,000 

6,186,000 

Miscellaneous  ... 

9,52*5^000 

8,172,000 

9,152,000 

3,994,000 

2,804,000 

Total  

91,959,000 

100,372,000 

106,631,000 

118,351,000 

107,074,000 
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The  manufacturing  trade  likewise  suffered  from  general 
depression  caused  by  the  financial  panic,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
there  was  a decrease  in  the  entire  value  of  production  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  per  cent,  compared  with  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  notwithstanding  the  considerable  increase  in  the 
brass  and  copper,  printing,  brewery,  and  tobacco  industries  arising 
from  the  greater  demand  caused  by  the  Exhibition.  The  total 
value  of  the  product  of  1893  is  estimated  at  117,275,000/.,  the 
falling-off  being  mainly  due  to  a decrease  in  the  packing  business, 
in  the  wood,  brick,  and  stone,  and  textile  fabric  industries,  and  in 
the  production  of  iron  and  steel.  The  capital  employed  in 
manufactories  continues  to  be  on  the  increase,  but  the  value  of 
product  does  not  seem  to  keep  pace  with  the  increase  in  money 
invested,  which  has  doubled  in  the  last  5 years.  The  total 
capital  employed  in  manufacturing  business  in  1893  is  stated  to 
have  been  50,367,000/.,  against  47,262,000/.  in  1892,  while  the 
value  of  production  decreased  by  5,000,000/.  The  number  of  firms 
declined  from  3,433  to  3,405,  while  the  number  of  men  employed 
was  also  smaller,  and  the  total  wages  paid  declined  from 
23,581,000/.  to  20,454,000/. 

In  the  packing  business  the  total  meat  production  was  valued 
at  22.062,000/.,  compared  with  24,478,000/.  in  1892,  and 
28,304,000/.  in  1891.  The  hog  product  was  valued  at  10,300,000/., 
the  beef  packing  at  8,025,000/.,  lard,  lard-oil,  and  stearine  at 
2,254,000 /.,  and  butterine  at  about  866,000/.  Dressed  beef  ship- 
ments have  doubled  in  the  last  10  years,  amounting  last  year  to 
530,000  tons,  while  1,250,000  cases  of  canned  meat  were  shipped, 
being  double  the  quantity  shipped  in  1883.  Prices  of  hog 
product  were  unusually  high  both  here  and  at  the  packing  houses 
in  the  west  (and  consumption  was  in  some  degree  affected  thereby) 
till  about  2 months  before  the  close  of  the  year,  when  a heavy 
fall  occurred.  Export  trade,  though  considered  fairly  satisfactory, 
was  somewhat  restricted,  and  only  about  three-fifths  of  the 
quantity  of  lard  and  pork  was  sent  to  Europe  as  was  shipped  in 

1892.  Mess  pork,  which  fetched  an  average  price  of  21.  6s.  Id. 
in  1891,  and  21.  6s.  7 d.  in  1892,  rose  to  an  average  of  31.  10s.  in 

1893.  The  average  price  of  lard  was  1/.  5s.  9 d.  per  100  lbs.  in 
1891,  11.  10s.  4c/.  in  1892,  and  21.  0s.  11  d.  in  1893,  a similar  rise 
in  value  ruling  in  all  meat  products.  Nearly  300,000/.  less  was 
paid  in  wages  in  the  packing  business  at  Chicago  than  in  the 
preceding  year. 

In  other  branches  of  manufacturing  industry  the  effect  of  the 
panic  and  money  stringency  is  clearly  discernible,  though  the 
stimulus  given  by  the  World’s  Fair  in  a great  measure  prevented 
more  disastrous  results.  The  iron  and  steel  industry,  the  most 
important  branch  of  manufacture  next  to  the  packing  business, 
fell  off  nearly  2,000,000/.  in  value  of  production,  which  was 
estimated  at  12,950,000/.  There  was  little  demand  for  rails, 
which  went  as  low  as  4/.  10s.  9 d.  per  ton,  no  new  lines  of  railway 
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having  been  built,  and  scarcely  any  extensions  made,  while 
several  principal  lines  having  been  forced  into  the  hands  of 
receivers,  few  repairs  were  done.  The  number  of  rolling-mills 
was  reduced  from  6 to  5,  and  of  foundries  from  62  to  53.  The 
output  from  the  mills,  which  in  1892  was  valued  at  slightly  over 
5,000,000/.,  fell  to  2,887,000/.,  but  an  increase  of  about  680,000/. 
brought  the  output  of  the  foundries  to  an  estimated  value  of 
2,990,000/.  The  large  works  of  the  Illinois  Steel  Company  shut 
down  early  in  the  autumn,  and  the  branch  works  at  Joliet  were 
closed  nearly  the  whole  of  the  year.  The  product  of  the  82 
machinery  .and  malleable  iron  establishments  was  estimated  at  a 
value  of  2,350,000/.,  or  about  350,000/.  more  than  in  1892.  There 
was  a decrease  of  nearly  10,000  men  in  the  total  number  of  hands 
employed  in  the  different  iron  and  steel  industries,  and  a reduction 
of  about  one-third  in  the  aggregate  amount  of  wages  paid,  which 
scarcely  reached  2,700,000/.  Owing  to  the  shorter  demand  for 
ore,  mining  has  been  less  active,  especially  in  the  older  districts, 
where  cost  of  extraction  is  greater  than  at  some  of  the  lately 
discovered  mines. 

The  brass  and  copper  industries  developed  an  increased  output 
of  2,637,000/.  in  value,  the  production  in  1893  being  estimated 
at  13,433,000/.,  owing  to  the  unusually  large  employment  of 
material  at  the  World's  Fair  and  for  the  numerous  hotels, 
restaurants,  and  other  buildings  constructed  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  expected  visitors,  as  well  as  to  the  greatly  increased 
output  from  smelting  and  refining  works,  which  alone  was  valued 
at  about  8,500,000/. 

The  tin,  stamped  and  sheet  metal-ware  industries  turned  out 
to  the  approximate  value  of  1,413,000/.,  or  slightly  less  than  in 
either  of  the  two  preceding  years.  The  total  number  of  workers 
employed  in  the  brass  and  copper  industries  was  larger  by  7,000 
than  in  1892,  amounting  to  16,300  hands,  and  the  aggregate 
amount  of  wages  paid  was  about  two-thirds  greater. 

The  whole  manufacturing  trade  in  iron  and  wood,  including 
car  and  bridge  building,  elevators,  and  sewing  machines,  is  stated 
to  have  amounted  to  9,258,000/.,  against  8,950,000/.  in  1892  and 
8,495,000/.  in  1891.  Notwithstanding  a general  decrease  in 
demand  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  the  manufacture  of 
carriages  <ind  wagons  was  well  maintained,  and  a further  advance 
in  product  made,  as  well  as  in  that  of  agricultural  implements, 
the  output  of  the  latter  being  valued  at  4,200,000/. 

In  manufactures  of  wood  a great  falling-off  occurred,  especially 
in  furniture,  after  the  demand  for  hotels  and  other  buildings  fitted 
up  expressly  to  accommodate  strangers  has  been  supplied.  The 
manufacture  of  furniture,  which  was  valued  at  about  4,000,000/. 
in  1892,  declined  by  more  than  1,000,000/. ; and  slackness  per- 
vaded the  planing  mills,  and  the  sash,  door,  and  staircase 
industries,  the  product  being  less  by  825,000/.  in  value  than  in 
the  preceding  year,  when  it  was  estimated  at  2,371,000/.  The 
total  manufacture  of  wood  was  valued  at  8,381,000/.,  against 
10,684,000/.  in  1892. 
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As  soon  as  the  great  works  of  the  Exhibition  and  the  Brick  and 
buildings  to  meet  its  demands  were  completed,  comparative  stone, 
stagnation  ensued  in  the  brick  and  stone  industries,  as  well  as 
a fall  in  prices.  The  average  price  of  bricks  per  1,000  fell 
from  11.  9s.  to  16s.  6c/.,  and  the  quantity  turned  out  at  the  yards 
from  725,000,000  to  600,000,000.  All  other  branches  of  the 
trade  suffered,  and  the  total  value  of  the  product  of  the  brick 
and  stone  industries,  which  in  1892  was  3,267,000/.,  declined  to 
2,422,000/. 

There  was  an  advance  of  about  54  per  cent,  in  the  produce  °^fc^srtr|eg 
the  breweries  on  account  of  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  city, 
and  the  printing  trade  showed  a large  advance  from  the  unusually 
large  sale  of  papers  and  printed  matter  connected  with  the 
Exhibition.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  a considerable  falling- 
off  in  the  trade  in  textiles,  though  this  trade  promised  well  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year.  Men's  clothing  and  millinery  business 
was  particularly  affected  by  tightness  of  money,  and  prices 
were  depressed  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  Stocks  were 
kept  low,  a fact,  however,  which  promises  more  active  times  for 
manufacturing  interests  this  year. 


Shipping  and  Freights. 


The  following  is  a return  of  shipping  entered  and  cleared  in  Shipping, 
the  customs  district  of  Chicago,  which  includes  the  two  small 
ports  of  South  Chicago  and  Michigan  City : — 


Nationality. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Coasting  trade 

8,641 

5,399,309 

8,406 

5,200,766 

17,047 

, 10,600,075 

Foreign  trade — 
Canadian 

37 

26,659 

39 

28,314 

76 

54,973 

American 

76 

30,669 

344 

220,390 

420 

251,059 

Total,  1893  ... 

8,754 

5,456,637 

8,789 

5,449,470 

17,543 

10,906,107 

„ 1892  ... 

10,556 

5,966,626 

10,567 

5,968,33.7 

5,506,700 

21,128 

11,934,963 

„ 1891  ... 

10,224 

5,524,832 

10,394 

20,618 

11,021,552 

„ 1890  ... 

10,507 

5,136,253 

10,547 

5,150,615 

21,054 

10,286,868 

„ 1889  ... 

9,802 

4,521,886 

10,023 

4,629,184 

19,825 

9,151,070 

The  results  of  the  year  were  disappointing  to  the  carrying  Freights, 
trade  on  the  lakes.  Freights  were  low,  and  the  hopes  entertained 
of  a good  season  to  result  from  railroads  being  occupied  with 
World’s  Fair  traffic  were  not  realised.  Every  year  shows  a slight 
increase  in  the  size  of  vessels,  and  the  large  steamers  were  the 
only  ones  last  year  which  are  said  to  have  made  any  profit,  while 
the  smaller  sailing  vessels  were  trading  at  a loss.  If  it  is  reason- 
able to  judge  from  last  year  and  the  manner  in  which  cargoes 
were  competed  for,  it  seems  that  carrying  facilities  on  the  lakes 
are  in  excess  of  demand  as  far  as  a profitable  return  can  be 
realised.  The  average  freight  on  corn  from  Chicago  to  Buffalo 
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during  the  season,  which  lasted  6^  months,  was  1*43  c.,  or 
scarcely  f d.,  per  bushel,  and  on  wheat  2*11  c.,  or  rather  more 
than  Id. , while  Is.  11^.  per  ton  was  the  average  freight  for  coal 
from  Buffalo  to  Chicago. 

Railroads  freights  suffered  from  the  competition  of  the  lake 
vessels,  and  were  low  throughout.  There  was  a fall  of  from 
30  per  cent,  to  40  per  cent,  on  the  freights  of  1892,  which,  how- 
ever, were  higher  than  usual  from  the  movement  caused  by  the 
abundant  harvest  of  1891.  The  charge  on  provisions  from 
Chicago  to  New  York  averaged  10 d.  per  100  lbs.,  and  on  grain 
*J\d.  per  100  lbs. 


Imports. 

The  return  given  below  shows  the  nature  and  value  of  the 
principal  articles  of  merchandise  imported  direct  to  Chicago, 
according  to  a list  furnished  by  the  customs  authorities,  but  it 
represents  only  a portion  of  the  goods  imported  for  consumption, 
as  the  majority  pay  duty  at  the  seaboard  and  do  not  enter  into 
the  customs  returns  here.  Covering  a period  of  five  years,  it 
will  demonstrate  in  a measure  the  effect  of  the  tariff  changes  of 
1890,  though  much  of  the  increase  in  imports  last  year  must  be 
laid  to  exhibits  remaining  in  the  country  from  the  Worlds  Fair. 

It  will  be  seen  that  manufactured  tobacco  and  cigars  are  not 
imported  to  half  the  extent  they  were  before  the  McKinley  Act, 
local  manufacture  having  greatly  supplanted  the  imported  article. 
The  decrease  last  year  was  16,000^.,  and  the  total  value,  46,000^., 
is  actually  only  one-third  of  the  value  of  the  imports  of  1890, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  import  of  leaf  tobacco  shows  a 
large  increase.  The  imports  of  caustic  soda  and  dried  fruits  both 
decreased  by  more  than  50  per  cent.  Musical  instruments  show 
a decline,  local  manufacture  having  made  great  strides.  A con- 
siderable increase  is  shown  in  many  articles,  notwithstanding 
general  low  prices.  Leather  manufactures,  painting  and  statuary, 
china  and  glassware,  and  metal  manufactures,  had  their  total 
value  augmented  by  the  sale  of  exhibits,  and  the  imports  of 
jewellery,  stone  and  marble,  and  printed  books,  were  also  large. 
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Table  showing  Value  of  Articles  Imported  during  the 
Years  1889-93. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Free  goods  

496,257 

702,121 

672,462 

827,816 

798,002 

Ale,  beer,  porter 

8,312 

10,377 

9,747 

12,889 

14,799 

Art  materials  J 

13,369 

15,284 

9,650 

12,119 

6,542 

Books,  printed  

9,220 

10,624 

8,192 

7,867 

10.466 

Brushes  

4,322 

5,600 

7,187 

6,465 

6,716 

Chemicals 

6,681 

3,871 

5,772 

2,200 

1,259 

China,  glassware 

106,836 

115,710 

171,765 

173,445 

203,351 

Caustic  soda  

13,280 

18,888 

11,998 

13,769 

5,730 

Cigars,  tobacco,  manufactured... 

102,309 

136,744 

61,842 

62,695 

46,015 

Cutlery  

6, 18  L 
66,103 

4,967 

4,880 

6,808 

51,906 

9,875 

Diamonds,  precious  stones 

74,486 

25,853 

49,405 

40,687 

Dressed  furs  

26,621 

32,240 

24,355 

41,497 

Dried  fruits,  nuts 

70,003 

113,050 

66,050 

67,700 

30,513 

Drug  sundries  

9,625 

9,006 

8,836 

15  323 

16,036 

Dry  goods  

933,980 

991,231 

832,262 

1,101,031 

1,120,787 

Fish,  all  kinds  

40,117 

31,371 

48,501 

54,919 

37,711 

Guns 

9,506 

8,940 

4,414 

1,261 

1,516 

Iron  manufactures,  wire... 

22,656 

3,915 

37,961 

78,605 

127,796 

86,810 

Jewellery 

3,160 

11,361 

2,293 

79,739 

38,953 

Leaf  tobacco  

41,273 

34,326 

42,298 

124,104 

Leather  manufactures  • ... 

61,285 

52,115 

50,320 

59,442 

85,749 

Looking-glass  plates 

2,000 

32,422 

3,455 

11,950 

18,172 

14,120 

Metal  manufactures 

45,222 

57,530 

71,483 

110,792 

Millinery  goods  

17,316 

18,284 

18,801 

23,166 

15,615 

Musical  instruments 

39,704 

43,216 

43,890 

41,739 

30,579 

Needles  

2,445 

12,066 

2,328 

272 

275 

544 

Paintings,  statuary 

15,069 

11,619 

18,168 

44,933 

Paper  manufactures 

4,266 

4,504 

12,589 

17,377 

22,551 

Paper  hangings  

924 

459 

1,082 

2,311 

728 

Pickles  and  sauces 

3,250 

2,968 

5,264 

6,785 

3,227 

Plate  window  glass 

16,534 

12,214 

8,509 

7,380 

4,746 

Smoker’s  articles 

1,818 

2,616 

5,559 

4,308 

9,228 

Stone,  marble  

Tin-plates 

2,458 

7,681 

8,618 

12,251 

21,506 

296,925 

336,599 

328,094 

270,042 

240,092 

Toys,  fancy  articles 

25,532 

757 

24,796 

15,802 

31,785 

33,637 

Varnish  

866 

1,055 

712 

343 

Wines,  liquors  

67,381 

76,178 

88,567 

106,057 

109,253 

Wood  manufactures 

13,203 

12,104 

38,956 

35,561 

42,119 

Total,  including  a 
other  articles  ... 

few 

2,785,018 

1,040,934 

3,174,617 

3,116,653 

3,585,257 

3,849,950 

Duties  

1,069,582 

1,233,730 

1,544,035 

1,711,180 

The  Panic  and  Labour. 

The  panic,  so  often  referred  to  in  this  report,  which  cast  so  The  panic, 
depressing  an  influence  over  trade  in  this  district  during  the 
latter  half  of  the  year,  may  be  greatly  attributed  to  depreciation 
in  the  value  of  silver,  to  over-production,  and  perhaps  in  some 
degree  to  tariff  uncertainty.  It  was  not  a local  panic,  but  part  of 
a storm  wave  which  travelled  rapidly  from  east  to  west,  and 
swept  over  the  whole  of  the  United  States.  Even  if  its  origin 
cannot  be  traced  so  far  back  as  the  Baring  failure,  that  first 
cloud  in  the  horizon,  when  so  much  stock  was  thrown  on  the 
market  here,  it  was  probably  accelerated  by  the  great  Australian 
bank  failures,  which  caused  a certain  feeling  of.  insecurity  among 
communities  here,  judging  from  those  disasters,  as  to  the  stability 
of  their  own  banks.  Unlimited  confidence  in  the  currency  of 
the  country  acted  in  accentuation  of  the  panic,  for  on  the  first 
alarm  of  the  storm  a rush  was  made  in  June  to  withdraw  de- 
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posits  from  banks  and  place  money  in  deposit  vaults,  banks 
being  thus  left  in  the  position  to  render  interchange  difficult.  In 
this  city  the  banks,  which  are  strong  and  carefully  handled,  were 
less  affected  by  the  panic  than  those  in  many  other  cities,  on 
account  of  the  large  amount  of  currency  payments  in  connection 
with  the  exhibition;  they  continued  to  pay  in  cash,  and  did  not 
have  recourse  to  the  issue  of  clearing  certificates,  which  were 
resorted  to  at  New  York  and  some  other  places  for  75  per  cent, 
of  value.  For  a few  days  the  pressure  was  great,  one  bank  keeping 
open  the  greater  part  of  the  night  in  order  to  satisfy  the  long  line  of 
depositors  awaiting  their  turn  for  payment,  but  the  only  banks 
which  closed  their  doors  at  Chicago  were  the  Chemical  National 
Bank,  the  Colombian  National  Bank,  Hermann  Schaffner  and  Co., 
and  S.  Silverman.  In  other  parts  of  this  district  matters  were  more 
serious;  at  Denver  there  were  twelve  bank  failures,  at  Kansas 
city  six,  while  at  Helena,  Milwaukee,  and  indeed  all  the  western 
cities,  the  number  of  failures  was  great.  Altogether  in  the 
central  and  western  States  no  less  than  367  National  and  State 
banks  suspended  payment,  with  aggregate  assets  of  about 
20,000,000/.  sterling,  and  liabilities  of  16,000,000/.  sterling; 
about  half  of  these  resumed  operations  before  the  close  of  the 
year.  The  bank  clearings  fell  rapidly  on  the  crisis,  at  some  cities 
showing  a reduction  for  several  weeks  of  50  per  cent,  and  occa- 
sionally 80  per  cent,  compared  with  those  of  a similar  period  in 
the  preceding  year.  Owing  however  to  the  favourable  condition 
of  the  World’s  Fair,  the  total  restriction  in  the  clearings  at 
Chicago  scarcely  reached  10  per  cent,  for  the  year  compared  with 
those  of  1892,  in  which  latter  year  they  showed  an  increase  of 
13  per  cent,  over  those  of  1891.  The  bank  clearings  at 
Chicago  fell  from  1,058,921,900/.  in  1892  to  964,321,643/., 
though  for  the  first  6 months  they  were  considerably  in  excess 
of  the  clearings  in  the  first  6 months  of  the  preceding  year. 
Omaha  and  Duluth  were  almost  the  only  exceptions  in  this 
district  where  the  clearings  for  the  whole  year  exceeded  those  of 
1892.  At  other  cities  the  decrease  in  the  year  varied  up  to  30 
per  cent.,  owing  to  the  heavy  losses  during  the  last  6 months, 
and  recovery  from  the  effect  of  the  financial  crisis  is  still  slow. 

iVnother  striking  incident  was  the  large  proportion  of  railroad 
mileage  which  passed  into  the  hands  of  receivers,  several  of  the 
principal  great  lines  operating  through  this  district,  including  the 
Union  Pacific,  the  Northern  Pacific,  and  the  Aitchison,  Topeka 
and  Santa  Fe  lines  being  in  difficulties.  Several  reasons  besides 
the  financial  crisis  are  given  for  this  condition,  and  opinions 
vary,  but  it  seems  very  generally  laid  to  over-capitalization,  or 
to  the  greater  cost  of  operating  and  a steady  increase  in  the 
scale  of  wages  while  rates  of  transportation  have  weakened.  It 
seems  certain  that  while  traffic  and  capital  have  increased  largely, 
revenue  per  ton  and  per  passenger  per  mile  and  earnings  available 
for  dividends  have  decreased  in  the  last  10  years. 

Though  it  was  a year  of  financial  disasters  not  before  equalled 
in  these  parts,  merchants,  as  a rule,  stood  the  crisis  well,  and 
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failures  were  fewer  than  might  have  been  expected  from  the  large 
number  of  bank  suspensions.  Manufacturing  and  mining 
interests  were,  however,  greatly  affected,  and  depression  ruled  in 
almost  all  branches  of  business.  In  Montana  and  Colorado 
mining  operations  were  almost  entirely  suspended,  and  through- 
out this  district  many  mills  and  manufacturing  establishments 
were  closed  or  temporarily  run  on  a reduced  scale,  while  prices 
fell  from  lack  of  demand.  Fewer  failures  occurred  at  Chicago 
than  at  most  other  cities  comparatively  speaking,  but  business 
was  greatly  checked,  and  resources  in  many  instances  severely 
tried.  Failures  in  the  provision  trade  were  more  numerous  than 
usual  here,  and  were  accompanied  by  heavy  losses,  while  much 
delay  and  difficulty  occurred  in  realising  assets  from  tightness  in 
the  money  markets.  Banks  could  not  afford  to  part  with  money 
for  fear  of  a run  during  the  panic,  and  for  some  time  it  was  im- 
possible for  even  men  with  large  capital  to  lay  their  hands  on 
cash.  Exchange  fell  to  an  unusually  low  point  during  the 
summer  months,  and  securities  were  greatly  depreciated  in  value, 
a condition  from  which  there  was  considerable  recovery  towards 
the  close  of  the  year. 

As  a natural  consequence  of  this  general  depression  the  labour  Labou 
market  has  been  in  a very  distressful  condition.  A very  large 
number  of  workmen  were  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  were 
unable  to  obtain  means  of  subsistence;  no  provision  existing  in 
this  part  of  the  United  States  to  meet  such  a state  of  affairs, 
many  wandered  about  the  country  in  the  hopeless  search  for  work 
or  food.  In  this  city  a multitude  of  people,  who  came  on  specu- 
lation or  for  the  purpose  of  starting  some  enterprise  with  a view 
of  profiting  by  the  crowds  who  visited  the  exhibition,  were  left 
stranded  when  the  World’s  Fair  was  over,  thus  adding  to  the 
prevailing  distress  which  had  never  been  so  pronounced  since  the 
great  fire  of  1871.  Ever  since  the  exhibition  was  proposed,  num- 
bers of  working  men  from  different  countries,  far  in  excess  of  the 
demand,  had  been  attracted  by  the  flourishing  condition  of 
Chicago,  and  by  reports  of  the  high  rate  of  wages,  forgetting  that 
the  cost  of  living  was  also  far  higher  than  at  home,  or  not 
troubling  to  enquire  or  inform  themselves  on  that  point.  Many 
of  these  soon  found  themselves  in  a pitiable  position  with 
nothing  to  fall  back  upon  and  starvation  staring  them  in  the  face. 

As  long  as  the  Exposition  lasted,  the  surplus  of  labour  was  not 
so  noticeable,  many  having  been  able  to  get  some  sort  of  tem- 
porary work,  but  when  others  were  thrown  out  of  work  by  the 
shutting  down  of  mills  and  other  establishments  or  their  tem- 
porary suspension  from  the  panic,  and  when  work  at  the  exhibition 
was  completed,  employment  of  any  kind  was  practically  impossible 
to  obtain.  No  adequate  means  were  available  here  to  meet  a 
parallel  condition;  the  resources  of  charitable  institutions  were 
soon  exhausted ; as  winter  came  on  hospitals  and  poor-houses 
were  crowded,  and  thousands  found  themselves  without  shelter  or 
food  and  dependent  on  charity.  The  Jews  set  the  example  in  the 
distribution  of  food  to  alleviate  the  suffering;  much  assistance 
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was  given  by  private  charity  and  by  collections  from  employes, 
relief  associations  were  established,  and  food  given  as  wages  for 
work  in  cleaning  the  streets,  but  much  distress  remained  and 
exists  even  at  the  present  time.  Warning  was  given  in  previous 
reports  of  this  almost  certain  reaction  after  the  close  of  the 
World’s  Fair,  but  the  accentuation  caused  by  the  commercial 
depression  could  not  have  been  anticipated.  Wages,  which  had 
for  some  time  been  unusually  high  from  the  great  demand  for 
skilled  labour  especially  in  the  building  trades,  were  for  a time 
cut  down  to  a former  scale,  and  workmen  often  gladly  consented 
to  reductions,  but  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  and 
now  when  business  shows  signs  of  improvement  and  industries  are 
recovering,  a wave  of  discontent  seems  to  pervade  the  labour 
market,  disturbing  its  general  condition  and  restricting  confidence 
in  the  employment  of  capital.  Strikes  are  of  constant  occurrence; 
trades  unions  are  endeavouring  to  maintain  the  former  high  rate 
of  pay  by  combined  enforcement,  and  any  attempt  by  masters  to 
employ  non-union  men  at  wages  they  would  willingly  accept  is 
arbitrarily  and  forcibly  opposed.  Wages  may  be  thus  kept  up, 
but  less  money  is  made  by  the  workmen  than  formerly  for  the 
reasons  of  enforced  idleness  and  shorter  hours.  The  foreign 
immigrant,  unless  from  a country  where  the  rate  of  remuneration 
is  extremely  low,  should  entertain  no  certainty  of  improving  his 
condition,  experience  indeed  often  leading  to  an  opposite  con- 
clusion ; unless  a man  belongs  to  a trades  union  there  is  no 
certainty  of  his  obtaining  permanent  or  remunerative  employment, 
and  even  then  he  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  delegate.  Though  wages 
may  continue  to  appear  high  in  these  parts,  the  view  expressed 
2 years  ago  in  a special  report  on  labour  is  confirmed  that  the 
chance  of  a labouring  man  to  gain  much  more  than  sufficient  to 
make  both  ends  meet  is  small. 


Real  Estate. 

It  might  well  be  imagined  that,  when  the  high  value  of  real 
estate  in  this  city  and  the  great  rise  which  has  taken  place  within 
the  last  few  years  are  taken  into  consideration,  city  property 
would  have  experienced  a fall  after  the  stimulus  given  by  the 
exhibition  had  subsided.  The  financial  crisis  in  the  summer 
might  well  have  been  expected  to  have  exercised  a depreciative 
influence  at  a place  where  building  has  been  carried  on  to  such  an 
extent  as  it  has  at  Chicago. 

The  market  has  certainly  shown  comparative  dulness  after  the 
great  activity  of  the  last  2 or  3 years,  and  instances  of  weak  sales 
have  occurred,  but  no  general  fall  in  value  has  taken  place,  and, 
as  a rule,  property  is  well  held  for  even  a further  rise.  Some 
reaction  has,  no  doubt,  followed  from  the  fabulous  prices  realised 
in  view  of  the  World’s  Fair  on  property  adjoining  Jackson  Park, 
but  the  increased  transportation  facilities  which  were  secured  by 
the  Exposition  to  this  part  of  the  city  prevent  any  great  fall  in 
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value ; some  of  the  hotels  expressly  constructed  in  the  vicinity  to 
accommodate  visitors  proved  a failure,  some  are  re-arranged  as 
apartment  houses  at  a moderate  rental,  and  profits  expected  were 
not  generally  realised,  but  even  in  this  new  city,  which  sprung  up 
round  the  exhibition  grounds  in  so  miraculously  short  a time,  the 
value  of  property  is  fairly  maintained,  and  no  such  great  de- 
preciation has  taken  place  as  might  have  been  expected  under  the 
circumstances.  In  the  business  centre  of  the  city  no  retrograde 
movement  has  occurred,  fresh  purchases  made  demonstrating  a 
still  increased  value  of  property  and  being  void  of  a speculative 
character.  A considerable  number  of  tall  buildings  for  office 
purposes  were  completed  during  the  year,  and  others  are  in  course 
of  construction  ; on  account  of  the  great  number  of  such  buildings 
erected  in  the  last  few  years  a reduction  of  10  per  cent,  to  20  per 
cent,  in  rental  is  not  uncommon  on  fresh  leases.  Long  term 
leases  for  business  property  in  the  heart  of  the  city  are  frequent, 
and  sometimes  with  increasing  rent  at  fixed  periods.  In  one  in- 
stance last  year  in  a first  class  situation,  a long  term  lease  was 
made  with  increasing  rental,  which  places  a capitalised  valuation 
on  the  property  of  26/.  4s.  per  square  foot  in  1896  ; 29/.  14s.  in 
1901 ; and  34/.  18s.  2 d.  in  1906.  On  another  property,  80  feet 
by  90  feet,  leased  at  3,200/.  a year  for  5 years,  3,600/.  for  the 
following  5 years,  and  4,000/.  for  the  remainder  of  a 99  years’ 
lease,  a value  on  the  capitalised  rental  on  a 5 per  cent,  basis 
has  been  established  of  160,000/.,  or  about  23/.  a square  foot. 
Another  property  was  leased  giving  a valuation  on  the  capitalised 
rental  of  18/.  per  square  foot,  and  several  similar  leases  giving  a 
somewhat  lower  value  to  the  property  were  made  during  the  year. 
Outside  the  centre  of  the  city  and  in  the  environs  property  is  well 
held,  prices  showing  no  disposition  to  fall,  and  in  most  cases  a 
higher  value  is  established.  House  rents  generally  have  gone 
down  to  what  they  were  before  the  period  of  the  exhibition. 
Sales  of  city  property  have  not  been  so  numerous  as  in  either  of 
the  three  precedingyears,  the  total  value  amounting  to  22,000,000/., 
while  in  1890,  when  the  great  rise  caused  by  the  exhibition  com- 
menced, they  reached  the  sum  of  35,000,000/.  In  round  figures, 
permits  for  building  operations  in  the  city  were  granted  to  the 
value  at  contract  price  of  4,200,000/.  in  1888;  5,150  000/.  in 
1889  ; 9,750,000/.  in  1890  ; 11,414,000/.  in  1891 ; 13,500  000/.  m 
18$2,  and  6,400,000/.  in  1893.  Fire-proof  constructions  for 
business  purposes  are  now  limited  in  height  to  ten  stories  or  130 
feet. 

The  law  enforcing  examination  by  the  State  auditor  into  the 
financial  condition  of  loan  and  building  associations  is  now  in  force, 
as  well  as  a law  fixing  a deposit  to  be  made  on  all  foreign  national 
associations  which  practically  seems  to  bar  them  from  conducting 
business  in  this  State.  In  the  State  of  Illinois  there  are  some 
600  of  these  associations,  which  have  aggregate  deposits  of  about 
6,000,000/.,  and  have  loaned  over  13,000,000/.  to  stockholders, 
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Chicago  Drainage  Canal . 

The  great  excavation  works  of  the  new  drainage  canal  in 
course  of  construction  by  the  sanitary  district  of  Chicago  between 
that  city  and  the  Desplaines  River  near  Joliet  are  now  in  full 
operation  as  far  as  Lockport  in  the  Desplaines  valley.  For  some 
years  the  condition  of  the  Chicago  River,  which  in  its  course 
through  the  centre  of  the  city  receives  the  whole  of  its  sewage, 
has  been  a grave  question.  The  population  has  yearly  increased, 
it  has,  in  fact,  doubled  in  the  last  8 years,  Chicago  now  numbering 
about  1,500,000  inhabitants,  and  the  river  has  annually  become 
an  increasing  source  of  danger,  especially  as  the  water  supply  of 
the  city  is  more  or  less  contaminated  by  the  river  flow  into  the 
lake.  The  water  supply  has  been  derived  entirely  from  Lake 
Michigan  by  means  of  a tunnel  running  under  the  lake  to  a 
distance  of  2 miles,  till  last  year  a new  tunnel  was  completed  to 
a distance  of  4 miles,  from  which  the  supply  is  now  greatly  taken, 
while  pumping  power  has  been  resorted  to  in  the  endeavour  to 
control  the  current  of  the  river  and  carry  the  sewage  into  the 
Desplaines  valley.  The  pumping  works,  however,  at  Bridgeport 
on  the  south  branch  of  the  Chicago  River  have  been  unequal, 
particularly  during  spring  floods,  to  the  task  of  maintaining  the 
flow  up  stream  from  the  lake ; a certain  portion  of  sewage,  there- 
fore, passes  into  the  lake,  and  while  it  is  doubtful  if  even  the 
supply  derived  from  the  4 mile  crib  is  free  from  contamination, 
the  water  supplied  to  Chicago  is  not  considered  safe  to  drink 
unless  filtered  and  boiled.  To  this  condition  of  the  drinking 
water,  together  with  exhalations  from  the  river  and  the  uncleanly 
state  in  which  the  alleys  of  the  city  are  kept,  is  greatly  ascribed 
the  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  for  the  last  few  years,  as  well  as 
the  outbreak  of  small-pox,  which  has  taken  almost  an  epidemic 
form  in  the  last  4 months,  and  though  modifying  has  not  yet 
disappeared. 

In  1889  a drainage  law  was  passed  providing  for  the  forma- 
tion of  sanitary  districts  in  this  State,  with  power  within  certain 
limits  of  levying  taxes  distinct  from  Municipal  Government. 
Under  this  law  the  sanitary  district  of  Chicago  was  formed,  and 
is  now  constructing  the  drainage  canal  to  the  Desplaines  River 
below  Joliet;  so  as  to  carry  in  dilution  the  sewage  of  Chicago 
thence  down  the  River  Illinois  to  the  Mississippi ; it  is  claimed 
that  thus  a flow  of  fresh  water  up  from  the  lake,  at  the  rate,  if 
necessary,  of  600,000  feet  per  minute,  will  be  ensured,  and  that 
the  water  supply  of  the  city  will  be  thus  free  from  any  chance 
of  sewage  contamination. 

The  course  of  the  drainage  canal  runs  nearly  due  south-west 
from  its  starting  point  at  Robey  Street  on  the  south  fork  of  the 
Chicago  River  inside  the  city  limits,  and  at  about  9 miles  from 
Chicago  enters  the  Desplaines  valley,  following  the  course  of  that 
valley  for  the  remainder  of  its  whole  length  of  about  40  miles, 
till  at  some  point  a short  distance  below  Joliet  the  canal  will 
join  the  Desplaines  River.  To  control  the  wide  fluctuations  of 
this  stream,  it  was  found  necessary  before  excavating  the  canal 
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to  construct  the  river  diversion  channel  at  a cost  of  nearly  200,000/. 
About  13  miles  of  new  river  channel  had  to  be  excavated  and 
about  19  miles  of  levee  built  to  separate  the  waters  of  the 
Desplaines  watershed  from  the  drainage  canal;  it  was  also 
necessary  at  the  head  of  this  diversion  to  construct  a concrete 
and  cut  stone  dam,  or  spillway,  367  feet  long  and  16  feet  above 
the  water  level  of  Lake  Michigan  to  allow  surplus  water  to  flow 
towards  Chicago,  arrangements  not  having  been  yet  perfected 
for  carrying  the  whole  flood  waters  of  the  Desplaines  River 
through  Joliet.  The  cross  section  of  a part  of  the  earth  sections 
of  the  drainage  canal  will  be  202  feet  at  the  bottom,  and  of  the 
other  part  110  feet,  but  this  narrow  section,  which  provides  for 
a flow  of  300,000  cubic  feet  per  minute,  sufficient  for  the  present 
population  of  the  city,  can  be  enlarged  by  dredging  to  meet 
requirements.  The  cross  section  of  the  rock  cuttings,  and  20 
miles  of  the  course  of  the  canal  is  through  rock  or  hard  material, 
will  be  160  feet  at  the  bottom  with  vertical  sides  of  masonry 
5 feet  above  water  line,  and  designed  for  a flow  of  600,000  cubic 
feet  a minute,  sufficient  to  provide  for  a population  of  3,000,000 
people. 

The  work  of  excavation  was  put  in  hand  by  placing  a few 
sections  under  contract  in  September,  1892 ; further  sections 
were  placed  under  contract  last  year,  and  bids  for  others  having 
been  opened  in  April  last,  the  whole  of  the  excavation  work  from 
Chicago  to  Lockport,  in  Will  County,  4^  miles  above  Joliet,  are 
now  in  operation  under  contracts  to  be  completed  in  November, 
1896.  The  cost  of  the  works  under  contract  is  about  3,300,000/., 
and,  including  cost  of  construction  beyond  Lockport,  bridges, 
locks,  and  right  of  way  not  yet  acquired,  the  whole  cost  of 
the  drainage  canal  is  estimated  at  about  4,500,000/.  The  depth 
of  water  throughout  the  canal  is  to  be  22  feet.  Below  Lockport 
there  is  a fall  of  about  42  feet  to  Joliet  in  the  distance  of  about 
4^  miles,  to  meet  which  fall  and  the  fluctuations  of  Lake 
Michigan,  controlling  works  will  be  necessary,  the  plans  for 
which  are  not  yet  adopted;  the  further  excavation  necessary 
beyond  Lockport  to  the  point  below  Joliet  where  the  canal  is  to 
join  the  Desplaines  River  are  not  yet  put  in  hand. 

When  completed  the  drainage  canal,  constructed  by  the 
sanitary  district  of  Chicago,  will  be  a free  waterway  navigable 
for  vessels  drawing  less  than  22  feet  as  far  as  Joliet;  and  should 
measures  be  taken  to  deepen  the  chinnel  of  the  Desplaines  River 
beyond  the  point  whe:e  the  canal  will  join  that  river,  and  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  Illinois  River,  works  which  it  is 
here  hoped  may  be  some  day  undertaken  by  the  Government, 
the  largest  ships,  which  will  be  able  to  navigate  the  Mississippi 
under  recent  plans  for  the  improvement  of  that  river,  will  be 
able  to  pass  from  New  Orleans  to  Chicago.  In  a commercial 
point  of  view  the  completion  of  such  navigable  communication 
between  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  great  lake  system  between 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  should  it  be  wholly  carried  out, 
would  be  most  important. 

(1808)  b 2 
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St.  Louis. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  W.  Bascome  reports  as  follows: — - 

The  year  1893  was  one  of  great  depression  in  nearly  all  classes 
of  business,  very  few  departments  showed  any  increase. 

This  depression  was  general  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
and  from  comparison  with  the  clearing  house  returns  of  other 
cities  of  importance  St.  Louis  seems  to  have  passed  through  the 
period  of  financial  depression  better  than  any  of  its  competitors. 

The  year  opened  with  great  distrust  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  attributed  generally  to  the  very  large  outflow  of  gold 
and  the  effect  of  the  purchase  of  4,500,000  ounces  of  silver 
monthly,  as  required  by  the  Sherman  Law,  creating  in  the  minds 
of  the  public  apprehension  as  to  the  ability  of  the  Government  to 
meet  all  its  obligations  in  gold  under  this  great  drain  of  gold  and 
increase  in  silver  certificates. 

Millions  were  withdrawn  from  the  banks  and  financial  insti- 
tutions and  placed  in  safe  deposit  vaults,  and  other  loanable 
capital  which  would  otherwise  have  been  available  for  works  of 
improvement,  manufactures,  commerce  and  building  were  with- 
held and  the  onward  march  of  commerce  was  checked  during 
about  5 months  of  the  summer  and  fall. 

It  is  estimated  that  banks  and  trust  companies  paid  out 
4,600,000/.  during  that  time.  Of  this  sum  it  is  estimated  that 
1,600,000/.  went  to  liquidate  debts,  and  3,000.000/.  was  tempo- 
rarily withdrawn  from  circulation  and  hoarded  for  safe  keeping. 

While  the  papers  gave  daily  reports  of  suspended  banks  and 
large  establishments  of  high  reputation  were  giving  way  under 
the  strain,  not  a single  bank  failed  in  this  city  during  the  year, 
when  there  were  642  bank  failures  in  other  parts  of  the  United 
States.  No  other  city  of  the  first,  second,  or  third  class  was  so 
fortunate  as  St.  Louis. 

Although  the  withdrawals  during  90  days  equalled  28^  per 
cent,  of  the  total  dej  osits  of  the  banks,  it  was  not  found  neces- 
sary to  issue  clearing  house  certificates,  as  obtained  in  New  York 
and  other  large  cities,  the  banks  holding  more  than  40  per  cent, 
of  cash  assets  against  cash  liabilities. 

When  the  purchasing  clause  of  the  Silver  Bill  was  repealed 
by  Congress,  and  the  fact  that  the  banks  held  such  a large  per 
cent,  of  cash  assets  became  generally  known,  there  was  a return 
of  confidence,  and  the  hoarded  funds  found  their  way  into  the 
banks  again  until  at  the  end  of  the  year  some  banks  held  larger 
deposits  than  before  the  panic. 

While  the  decrease  in  clearance  of  the  St.  Louis  banks  for 
the  year  1893  was  7^  per  cent.,  the  official  returns  for  the  last- 
full  financial  week  ending  December  28,  1893,  showed  the  falling 
off  in  St.  Louis  bank  clearings  as  compared  with  1892  was  less 
than  4 per  cent.  The  same  return  showed  the  falling  off  for  the 
entire  country  was  nearly  27  per  cent.,  a comparison  which 
evidences  the  fact  that  confidence  and  business  activity  are  being 
restored  in  St.  Louis  more  rapidly  than  elsewhere. 
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Tonnage. 


The  tonnage  received  and  forwarded  shows  a decrease  of  only 
1,866,293  tons  or  about  10  per  cent,  less  than  last  year, 
which  is  about  99,854  tons  in  excess  of  the  tonnage  of  1891. 

The  statement  given  elsewhere  of  the  business  of  the  St.  Louis 
post  office  shows  a gratifying  increase  over  the  preceding  year. 
The  business  in  leading  articles  handled  shows  an  increase  in 
the  following  articles  : — 

Flour,  manufactured  and  handled,  corn,  hay,  cattle,  sheep, 
horses  and  mules,  lath,  sugar,  hides,  molasses,  coal. 

The  following  articles  show  a decrease  : — 

Wheat,  oats,  rye,  barley,  bagging,  tobacco,  lead,  hog  products, 
hogs,  lumber,  shingles,  wool,  coffee,  cotton,  rice,  nails,  potatoes, 
salt,  and  butter. 


Decrease  in 
tonnage. 

Post  office. 


Increase  in 

articles 

handled. 

Decrease  in 

articles 

handled. 


Miscellaneous. 

The  mercantile  failures  in  1893  were  comparatively  small,  the  Mercantile 
139  assignments  included  no  disastrous  failures;  the  assets  of failures- 
the  failed  firms  were  435,366/.,  about  60  per  cent,  of  their 
liabilities,  and  taking  the  population  at  520,000  there  was  but 
one  failure  to  every  4,000  inhabitants. 

Some  estimated  the  falling  off  of  business  in  St.  Louis  in  Estimated 
1893  at  20  per  cent,  below  that  of  1892,  but  this  is  largely  a falling-off  in 
matter  ot  guess  work. 

The  grain  business  of  the  year  1893  was  far  from  satisfactory  Grain 
under  conditions  which  controlled  it,  for  in  addition  to  the  business, 
financial  restrictions  caused  by  the  panic  just  after  harvest,  the  low 
stage  of  the  river  which  cut  off  the  outlet  to  the  Gulf  for  several 
months  prevented  shipments  for  foreign  account,  and  the  low 
values,  lower  than  ever  before  obtained,  prohibited  increased 
shipments  by  rail,  and  the  amount  of  grain  exported  in  1893  was 
less  than  any  year  since  1888. 

There  was  a marked  decrease  in  hog  product  caused  by  the  Hog  product, 
abnormal  condition  of  the  markets  of  the  country  and  the  financial 
distress  of  the  latter  months  of  the  year. 

The  jobbers  and  manufacturers  made  a good  record  for  1893  Boots  and 
although  there  was  a falling  off  as  compared  with  1892 ; the  8h°es- 
manufactures  amounted  to  1,710,000/.  and  the  jobbing  trade  to 
3,746,030/. 

In  1893  there  were  received  from  outside  points  749,248 
cases  as  against  828,071  in  1892,  and  manufactured  about 
4,500,000  pairs. 

The  value  of  the  receipts  for  1892  was  4,046,800/.,  a decline 
of  300,770/.  in  the  values  of  1893,  and  the  manufacture  falls  short 
165,000/.  from  1892. 

The  dry  goods  trade  both  wholesale  and  retail  report  better  Dry  goods, 
results  than  were  anticipated,  the  early  spring  trade  wa3  equal 
to  that  of  1892,  but  during  the  panic  months  of  the  summer  it 
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fell  off  fully  25  per  cent.,  and  there  was  a marked  improvement 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  clothing  trade  has  felt  the  influence  of  the  financial 
distress  and  enforced  economy,  and  the  rapid  advance  in  this 
industry  has  been  checked. 

The  Furniture  Board  of  Trade  report  a decrease  in  the 
volume  of  business.  The  manufacture  of  chairs  has  become  a 
speciality  in  St.  Louis,  and  the  output  has  not  been  diminished. 

The  hard  times  appear  to  have  had  a marked  influence  on 
the  consumption  of  drugs,  which  is  reported  fully  10  per  cent, 
less  than  in  1892. 

Notwithstanding  the  decreased  activity  in  building,  St.  Louis 
produced  during  1893,  220,000,000  pressed  bricks,  for  which  this 
city  has  a high  reputation,  being  equalled  only  by  Philadelphia. 
There  is  a speciality  in  the  local  clay  which  makes  the  St.  Louis 
bricks  of  exceptional  value,  and  although  somewhat  higher  prices 
are  charged  than  in  other  manufacturing  districts,  St.  Louis  is 
constantly  shipping  brick  to  New  York  City,  New  Orleans,  San 
Antonio,  Duluth,  Seattle,  and  other  remote  points.  2,000  workmen 
are  employed  in  the  manufacture.  Ornamental  brick  of  great 
variety  are  made,  and  the  English  gravel  brick  are  made  here. 

This  trade  throughout  the  country  suffered  materially  from 
the  reduction  in  building,  and  although  St.  Louis  was  in  a measure 
affected  thereby,  yet  one  large  house  reports  trade  as  slightly 
better  in  1893  than  in  1892. 

The  lumber  trade  has  been  unsatisfactory,  there  being  a 
falling-off  of  1,000  car-loads,  and  the  river  receipts  were  less  than 
in  1892,  the  amount  handled  being  about  4 per  cent,  less  than 
in  1892. 

St.  Louis  continues  to  manufacture  more  tobacco  in  every 
form  than  any  other  city  in  the  United  States,  more  men  being 
employed  than  at  any  previous  time,  and  few  tobacco  workers  are 
to  be  found  among  the  army  of  unemployed. 

There  are  12  exceptionally  large  tobacco  manufactories  in  the 
city.  Their  total  output  is  over  one-fifth  of  the  total  product  of 
the  United  States. 

The  value  of  the  St.  Louis  product  approximates  4,000,000/, 
per  annum. 

The  brewing  industry  appears  to  have  suffered  less  than  any 
other  from  the  financial  depression  of  1893.  The  reports  from 
the  leading  establishments  show  an  increase  over  1892.  There 
are  more  than  25  breweries  in  the  city,  in  which  3,700  people  find 
employment,  exclusive  of  travellers,  agents,  and  clerks.  The 
output  exceeds  60,000,000  gallons  per  annum. 


Labour . 

The  report  of  the  manufacturing  census  taken  in  1890  showed 
an  unprecedented  increase  in  the  manufactures  of  St.  Louis  during 
the  preceding  decade. 

The  Labour  Commissioner  has  just  completed  a canvas  of  the 
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factories  of  the  State,  and  finds  the  number  of  persons  in  St. 

Louis  engaged  in  the  tobacco  or  cigar  manufacture  is  4,758,  as 
compared  with  3,968  as  shown  in  the  census  of  189Q.  The 
number  of  brewery  employes  has  increased  from  2,830  to  3,675, 
and  the  number  of  furniture  factory  hands  from  2,800  to  3,600, 
within  the  last  three  years,  and  3,526  workers  are  in  shoe 
factories  at  the  present  time. 

The  building  trade  was  good  during  the  spring  and  summer  Building, 
of  1893,  the  permits  showing  a value  of  about  1,600,000/.  for  the 
first  six  months,  but  the  withdrawal  of  capital  from  the  lending 
market  during  the  summer  checked  the  business,  and  only  about 
1,000,000/.  in  value  of  permits  were  issued  the  last  six  months  of 
1893,  making  a total  of  2,600,000/. 

The  permit  for  the  new  Union  Railway  Station  was  issued  in 
1892,  but  most  of  the  work  on  this  magnificent  structure  lias 
been  done  in  1893.  The  building  is  now  nearly  completed,  and 
is  expected  to  be  opened  for  traffic  during  the  summer  of  1894, 
when  the  city  will  have  the  largest  Union  Passenger  station  of  any 
city  in  the  world.  Over  800,000/.  has  been  already  expended 
in  this  undertaking. 

The  New  Planter’s  House,  or  Hotel,  is  nearing  completion, 
and  when  furnished  will  represent  an  expenditure  of  400,000/. 

It  is  the  largest  in  the  city,  having  400  rooms,  and  is  fire-proof. 

The  loftiest  building  in  the  city  is  the  Union  Trust  Building, 

14  stories  high  exclusive  of  the  observatory  and  basement.  This 
structure  was  completed  and  partly  occupied  in  1893,  and  is 
probably  the  culmination  of  the  lofty  fire-proof  office  buildings 
of  the  city. 

It  is  less  than  eight  years  since  the  first  cable-car  line  was 
established  in  St.  Louis,  since  which  rapid  transit  by  cable  and 
electricity  has  been  generally  adopted,  and  there  are  now  only 
two  horse-car  lines  in  the  city,  one  of  which  is  soon  to  be  changed 
to  electricity. 

Among  the  extensions  is  an  electric  line  to  Clayton,  the 
county  seat.  There  has  been  about  1,000,000/.  spent  in  recon- 
struction and  improvements  during  the  year  1893,  and  about 
50  miles  added  to  the  track  mileage. 

The  number  of  passengers  carried  in  1893  was  95,180,550. 

During  the  year  an  attempt  was  made  to  inaugurate  a cam- 
paign against  smoke.  An  association  lias  been  formed  and 
legislation  obtained  declaring  the  emission  of  dense  black  or  thick 
grey  smoke  a misdemeanour. 

It  appears  to  have  been  successfully  demonstrated  that  smoke 
can  be  abated  without  interfering  with  carrying  on  of  mercantile 
or  manufacturing  pursuits,  and  as  the  objects  of  the  association 
are  successfully  carried  out  the  city  will  be  much  improved  for 
residential  purposes. 

A St.  Louis  firm  was  awarded  the  highest  prize  for  pressed  World’s  Fair 
brick.  A St.  Louis  miller  received  the  highest  award  for  winter  Pnzes- 
wheat  flour. 

The  St.  Louis  public  schools  iiad  an  enviable  notoriety  at  the 
World’s  Fair,  receiving  10  highest  awards  for  its  exhibit. 
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The  enrolment  of  scholars  is  now  nearly  70,000,  an  increase 
of  more  than  4,000  over  1892. 

The  placing  of  250,000/.  of  4 per  cent,  renewal  bonds,  which 
were  placed  at  par  in  London  by  St.  Louis  in  1893,  is  an  evidence 
of  the  high  credit  the  city  enjoys  abroad. 

The  total  bonded  indebtedness  is  now  little  in  excess  of 
4,000,000/.,  and  is  being  reduced  yearly  both  in  amount  and  rate 
of  interest,  reducing  the  burden  of  taxation  accordingly. 

The  cotton  trade  of  the  season  of  1892-93  shows  a large 
decrease  over  the  preceding  year,  the  receipts  being  only 
474,024  bales,  as  against  723,628  bales  in  the  previous  year.  But 
as  the  crop  for  1892-93  was  only  6,700,365  bales,  against 
9,035,379  bales  the  previous  season,  St.  Louis  received  about  her 
proper  proportion. 

Of  the  shipments  100,072  bales  were  exported  direct  to 
Europe,  85,545  bales  going  direct  to  England,  mostly  by  Liver- 
pool. Eastern  shippers  took  374,275  bales,  and  Canadian 
manufactures  24,576  bales. 

The  stock  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  season  was  19,502  bales, 
against  46,402  bales  on  August  31,  1892. 

The  highest  price  for  middling  cotton  was  9f  c.  in  December, 
1892.  and  the  lowest  price  was  7 c.  in  August,  1893. 

There  were  284  building  and  loan  associations,  which  reported 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  assets  amounting  to  6,303,976/.  and  un- 
divided profits  of  1,114,712/.,  and  a number  made  only  partial 
reports,  so  that  correct  statistics  of  the  whole  business  cannot  be 
obtained. 

They  have  been  inquired  into  by  the  Labour  Commissioner 
with  a view  of  determining  the  number  of  labouring  men  who 
are  shareholders,  but  his  information  is  so  meagre  and  not 
altogether  reliable. 

He  reports  that  25  per  cent,  of  the  total  free  shareholders  are 
mechanics  and  labourers,  aggregating  14,014,  and  that  mechanics 
and  labourers  to  the  number  of  6,506  are  borrowers,  and  constitute 
42  per  cent,  of  the  borrowing  shareholders,  and  that  25,606,  or 
35  per  cent.,  are  wage-workers. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  a close  State  supervision  will  here- 
after be  applied  to  these  corporations,  and  fuller  details  of  the 
business  collated. 
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Comparative  Business  in  Leading  Articles  at  St.  Louis 
during  the  Years  1892-93. 


Articles. 

1 

Quantity. 

1892. 

1893. 

Flour,  amount  manufactured 

Barrels  . . | 

1,455,342 

1,669,048 

,,  ,,  handled  . . 

• • I 

4,870,852 

4,733,838 

Wheat,  total  receipts 

Bushels 

27,483,855 

14,442,999 

Corn  ,, 

32,030,030 

33,809,405 

Oats  ,, 

f ) • • j 

10,604,810 

10,056,225 

Rye 

1189, 153 

583,799 

Barley  ,, 

All  grain  received,  including 

5)  • • 

2,691,249 

1,986,746 

flour  reduced  to  wheat. . 

J)  • • 

80,518,136 

66,348,786 

Cotton,  receipts 

Bales 

506,037 

638,400 

Bagging,  manufactured  . . 

Yards 

13,000,000 

12,000,000 

Hay,  receipts 

Tons  . . ! 

131,148 

14i,238 

Tobacco,  receipts  . . 

Hogsheads 

41,936 

39,587 

Lead  ,,  in  pigs  of  80  lbs. 

Pigs 

1,526,481 

1,348,544 

Hog  product,  total  shipments  . 

Lbs.  . . ! 

369,411,500 

285,323,741 

903,257 

Cattle,  receipts 

Head 

801,119 

Sheep  „ ..  ..  .. 

1 

M * * | 

376,922 

397,725 

Hogs  „ 

J)  • • 

1,310,311 

1,105,108 

Horses  and  mules.. 

45,751 

46,834 

Lumber  and  logs,  receipts 

Feet 

883,943,163 

733,202,730 

Shingles,  receipts  . . 

Pieces 

171,942,500 

148,589,900 

Lath,  receipts 

Lbs.  ! ’. 

22,205,300 

27,621,750 

Wool,  total  receipts 

25,850,690 

15,024,436 

Hides  ,,  . . 

» • • 

38,412,854 

45,011,866 

Sugar,  received 

Molasses  (including  glucose) 

))  * * 

! 250,950,264 

273,331,736 

received  . . . . . , , 

Gallons 

3,029,050 

4,274,080 

Coffee,  received  . . 

Bags 

265,096 

248,347 

Rice,  receipts 

Packages  . . 

110,250 

87,959 

Coal  „ 

Bushels 

82,302,228 

87,769,375 

Hails  „ 

Kegs 

581,278 

415,416 

Potatoes  „ 

Bushels  . . 

1,686,641 

1,644,314 

Salt  „ 

Barrels 

290,487 

241,189 

„ „ 

Sacks 

48,963 

80,198 

,,  „ (in  bulk) 

Butter  ,, 

Freight  of  all  kinds  received  and 

Bushels 

473,200 

364,020 

Lbs. 

13,401,788 

12,575,298 

shipped  . . 

Tons 

18,388,174 

16,519,881 
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Clearing-house  Statement  of  Banks.  Comparative  Statement 
for  the  Years  1892-93. 


Months. 

Clearings. 

Balances. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

! 

1893. 

January  ..  .. 

£ 

19,651,048 

19,474,002 

£ 

23,944,363 

18,703.938 

£ 

1 2,697,663 

£ 

s 2,844,312 

February 

2,418,822 

j 2.284,239 

March  . . 

19,837,332 

21,674,394 

2,398,779 

2,341,532 

April 

20,676,325 

21,552,215 

3,192,671 

1 2,855,788 

May  . . . . 

18,819,728 

21,830,253 

2,298,265 

2,485,967 

J une  . . . . 

19,915,019 

19,164,246 

3,062,021 

2,572,319 

2,181,523 

J uly 

20,905,459 

16,519,286 

1 1,709,140 

August  . . 

21,057,826 

13,748,315 

2,758,353 

! 1,502,341 

September 

20,346,937 

15,087,541 

2,313,842 

1,990,517 

j 1,996,133 

October. . 

21,385,916 

17,287,930 

2,108,328 

November 

21,018,198 

19,234,892 

2,396,580  ; 

2,952,162 

December 

23,532,519 

20,154,975 

2,462,274 

2,731,258 

Total 

246,220,918 

227,905,348 

30,562,106 

27,992,723 

Decrease,  1893 . . 

18,315,570 

2,569,383 
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Custom-house  Transactions  for  1893.  Condensed  Classification 
of  Commodities  Imported  into  St.  Louis  during  the  Year 
1893,  showing  Foreign  Value  and  Duty  Paid. 


Commodities 

Value. 

Duty. 

Ale  and  beer  . . 

£ 

5,056 

s. 

16 

£ s. 

1,957  8 

Anvils 

2,494 

12 

927  10 

Artworks 

3,523 

4 

614  2 

Books  and  punted  matter  .. 

488 

16 

131  5 

Bricks  and  tiles 

648 

0 

207  19 

Barley 

153 

8 

102  0 

Brushes 

2,590 

4 

1,036  0 

Carpets  and  carpeting 

505 

0 

360  4 

Cement 

8,984 

8 

2,057  5 

Chemicals  and  drugs. . 

12,615 

4 

2,662  13 

China  and  earthenware 

25,103 

0 

14,320  6 

Corks,  and  manufactures  of  cork  . . 

8,233 

0 

2,106  5 

Cutlery  

6,780 

12 

5,383  2 

1,397  2 

Diamonds  and  precious  stones 

13,896 

12 

Fancy  goods 

2,673 

16 

908  14 

Fish 

8,059 

8 

1,144  8 

Free  goods 

64,189 

0 

Glassware 

4,094 

4 

3,066  1 

Guns  and  firearms  . . 

# • 

3,761 

12 

998  1 

Hops 

• « 

13,223 

12 

4,608  10 

Ink 

• « 

495 

4 

148  11 

Jewellery  merchandise 

541 

8 

270  15 

Marble 

1,902 

0 

1,070  15 

Manufactures  of  cotton 

52,359 

16 

29,526  10 

j,  linen 

17,962 

8 

7,404  3 

„ metal  . . 

18,589 

16 

8,345  3 

167  17 

,,  leather  . . . . 

479 

12 

,,  horn  and  bone 

192 

8 

57  9 

„ paper  . . 

5,672 

4 

1,660  9 

i)  silk. . . • . . 

5,395 

0 

3,107  8 

))  Wood  • a .a 

4,862 

0 

1,707  8 

>,  wool  .. 

17,533 

0 

13,387  11 

Musical  instruments . . 

148 

8 

56  6 

N uts  and  fruits 

453 

0 

203  13 

Paints  and  colours  . . 

1,601 

16 

404  13 

Bice,  granulated 

25,166 

8 

3,748  3 

Seeds,  &c.  . . , . . . . . 

1,049 

4 

197  10 

Steel  bars  . . . . 

3,268 

0 

1,298  3 

„ wire 

24,969 

4 

12,400  16 

Tin-plate  (not  over  63  lbs.).. 

10,576 

16 

8,670  16 

,,  (over  63  lbs.) 

98 

16 

68  6 

Tobacco  and  cigars  . . 

29,062 

8 

29,670  4 

Varnishes  ..  ..  .. 

433 

8 

151  12 

Wines,  sparkling,  &c. 

34,387 

4 

17,284  0 

Window  glass 

26,760 

0 

7,660  1 

Woollen  dress  goods. . 

2,205 

12 

2,192  17 

Spirituous  liquors 

3,210 

18,963 

8 

4,229  1 

Miscellaneous  merchandise  . . 

0 

5,497  19 

Total  . . 

•• 

491,289 

4 

204,377  2 

Note. — The  collections  from  all  other  sources  amounted  to  13,398?.  6s. 
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Merchandise  brought  into  the  Port  of  St.  Louis  in  Bond  from 
the  following  Ports  of  Entry  during  the  Year  1893. 


Ports. 

Foreign  Value. 

Duty. 

£ 

£ 

s. 

New  York 

282,032 

0 

113,608 

0 

Baltimore 

. . . . | 101,685 

0 

55,749 

0 

Philadelphia  . . 

. . 44,218 

0 

• 19,898 

0 

Boston. . 

. . 1 2,890 

0 

1,300 

0 

New  Orleans  .. 

. . 1 43,130 

0 

19,410 

0 

Newport  News 

2,4  74 

0 

1,113 

0 

San  Francisco 

• • . . j 5,632 

0 

2,534 

0 

Port  Huron  . . 

• . . < 1,533 

0 

690 

0 

Detroit 

. . 738 

0 

332 

0 

Tacoma 

. . 2,123 

0 

955 

0 

Portland 

..  1,865 

0 

839 

0 

Direct  to  St.  Louis  . . 

. . . . 2,984 

0 

1,343 

0 

Total  . . 

0 

217,771 

0 

In  warehouse,  December  31,  1893  . . 45,109 

4 

33,418 

12 

United  States  Internal  Revenue  collected  in  St.  Louis  during 
the  Years  1892-93. 


Designation. 

Amount. 

1 

1892. 

1893. 

Lists  (penalties,  &e.) 

£ s. 

2,383  7 
669,369  15 

£ s, 

3,814  1 

Spirit  stamps 

401,108  3 

Tobacco  stamps 

692,325  13 

605,587  15 

Cigar  ,,  . . . . . . 

34,190  12 

32,292  5 

Snuff  „ 

308  18 

329  12 

Beer  „ 

362,868  0 

383,293  6 

Special  tax  . . 

32,53  L 1 

33,934  19 

Total 

1,793,977  6 

1,460,360  1 

Decrease,  1893  . . 

• • 

333,617  5 
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Distribution  and  Despatch  of  Mails  during  the  Years 

1892-93. 


Description. 

1892. 

1893. 

Increase. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

First  class  matter — 

Letters  originating  in  St. 

Louis 

1,065,357 

1.068,697 

3,340 

Postal  cards  originating  in 

St.  Louis  . . 

48,555 

49,994 

1,439 

Second  class  mail  matter — 

Newspapers  and  periodicals 

11,855,552 

12,621,960 

766,408 

Third  class  mail  matter — 
Price  currents,  circulars, 

books,  &c. . . 

3,901,410 

3,972,711 

71,301 

Fourth  class  matter — 

Merchandise  from  St.  Louis 

1,137,222 

1,138,936 

1,714 

Total 

18,008,096 

18,852,298 

844,202 

Monthly  Rates  of  Freight  on  Wheat  per  Bushel 

in  Cents  by 

Steamer  from  St.  Louis  to  Liverpool  via  New  Orleans  during 
the  Year  1893. 

Month. 

St.  Louis  to 

New  Orleans 

St.  Louis  to 

New  Orleans. 

to  Liverpool. 

Liverpool. 

Cents. 

Cents. 

Cents. 

January.. 

71 

81 

16 

February 

71 

81 

16 

March  . . 

61 

7 

131 

April 

5f 

71 

13 

May 

51 

6 

HI 

J une 

51 

7 

121 

July 

6 

7 

13 

August 

10 

16* 

September 

7 

9 

16 

October  . . 

7 

91 

16* 

November 

7 

91 

161 

December 

7 

91 

| 

L61 

Note. — Wheat  one-half  cent,  more  than  corn. 


Denver. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Pearce  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  year  1893  has  been  characterised  by  a very  considerable 
falling-off  in  the  volume  of  trade  in  the  city  of  Denver  and  the 
State  of  Colorado.  This  may  be  attributed  to  the  heavy  decline 
in  the  value  of  silver,  and  the  general  financial  depression  which 
existed  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 
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The  value  of  new  buildings  erected  in  Denver  and  suburbs 
was  600,000/.,  a decrease  of  952,663 /.  Building  operations  were 
chiefly  confined  to  residences. 

The  cost  of  living  shows  no  material  change,  with  the  single 
exception  of  house  rents,  which  have  decreased  from  30  per  cent, 
to  50  per  cent. 

Transactions  in  real  estate  for  the  year  were  6,427,403/.,  a 
decrease  of  1,922,736/.  from  1892. 

The  total  valuation  of  assessed  property  in  Colorado  is 
47,734,080/.,  according  to  the  returns  of  the  county  assessors  for 
1893.  This  is  an  increase  of  359,190/.  over  the  assessed  valua- 
tion of  1892.  Aside  from  the  mineral  lands  in  the  State  there 
are  altogether  12,248,726  acres  of  coal,  agricultural,  and  grazing 
lands,  with  a total  value  of  7,999,887/.  Of  the  coal  lands  there 
are  128,472  acres,  valued  at  266,954/.,  assessors*  figures.  The 
agricultural  lands  amount  to  4,304,347  acres,  valued  at  5,410,106/. 
This  shows  an  increase  of  more  than  500,000  acres  over  the 
estimate  of  1892,  which  is  indicative  of  the  possibilities  opened 
up  by  irrigation  improvements.  The  grazing  lands  are  estimated 
at  7,815,917  acres,  valued  at  2,292,577 /.  There  is  a falling-off  in 
the  grazing  acreage  due  to  the  corresponding  increase  in  the 
agricultural  total.  This  does  not  include  590,043  acres  of 
suburban  land  around  the  city  of  Pueblo,  including  coal  land, 
which  is  valued  at  517,924/. 

The  records  of  the  clearing-house  for  1893  show  a total  of 
37,132,904/.,  as  against  53,169,959/.  in  1892 ; a decrease  of 
16,037,055/.  In  July,  6 of  the  11  national  banks  comprising 
the  clearing-house  were  forced  to  close  to  their  doors  on  account 
of  a “ run  ” on  those  institutions.  Five  of  these  banks  have 
since  resumed  business,  the  sixth  going  into  liquidation.  The 
total  resources  of  the  10  national  banks  at  the  close  of  the  year 
were  4,447,196/.,  a decrease  of  1,396,291/.  from  1892;  loans, 
2,745,858/.;  decrease,  797,986/.  Deposits,  2,805,511/. ; decrease, 
1,289,662/.  Capital  and  surplus,  1,591,092/.;  increase,  109,092/. 

The  value  of  the  various  manufactured  products  for  the  year 
shows  a decrease  of  854,730/.  as  compared  with  the  products  of 
1892.  The  cause  of  this  large  decrease  is  said  to  be  due  to  the 
decreased  demand  for  manufactured  articles  for  the  last  6 months 
of  the  year.  During  this  period  a great  many  of  the  manufac- 
turers were  compelled  to  operate  their  establishments  on  half 
time. 


CHICAGO, 


29 


Table  showing  the  Various  Manufactories,  Number  of  Employes, 
Wages  Paid,  and  the  Value  of  the  Product,  in  the  City  of 
Denver. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Employes. 

Wages. 

Product. 

Awnings  and  tents 

30 

£ 

3,000 

£ 

15,000 

Architectural  iron 

75 

11,000 

40,000 

Art  metal  and  wire  work 

40 

3,600 

11,000 

Breweries 

300 

66,000 

354,400 

Boilers  . . 

40 

6,000 

25,000 

Brass  foundries. . 

30 

3,600 

13,000 

Brooms  . . 

47 

5,000 

14,000 

Boxes,  paper 

20 

1,460 

36,000 

„ wood 

40 

6,000 

19,000 

Brick,  pressed  . . 

70 

9,600 

20,000 

,,  common. . 

750 

47,600 

75,000 

Cotton  . . . . « • 

235 

20,000 

76,000 

Cigars  . • . . 

190 

29,400 

120,000 

Canning . . 

200 

21,800 

54,450 

Chemicals 

22 

4,000 

18,000 

Conifer  seed 

3 

200 

[2,000 

Cloaks,  Ac.  . . . . 

250 

15,000 

100,000 

Crackers. . 

80 

13,000 

100,000 

Cornices  . .. 

40 

11,430 

29,000 

Confectionery  . . 

100 

8,400 

60,000 

Engines . . 

20 

3,400 

13,400 

Electrical  supplies 

40 

4,000 

9,600 

Electric  lighting 

125 

22,000 

Flour 

74 

7,200 

261,000 

Flowers.. 

100 

9,000 

25,000 

Foundries 

120 

22,400 

60,000 

Hardware  . . . . 

60 

9,360 

20,000 

Harness . . 

45 

6,892 

29,000 

Ice 

• • 

100 

16,800 

62,000 

Ink  ..  ..  . i 

4 

1,248 

3,600 

Lapidaries 

12 

2,160 

7,500 

Lithographing  ..  .. 

110 

19,800 

93,000 

Maccaroni 

c • 

5 

360 

1,400 

Mattresses 

• • 

33 

5,400 

21,080 

Millinery 

100 

5,000 

13,000 

Machinery 

200 

33,000 

160,000 

Marble  . . 

30 

4,800 

1,872 

24,000 

Overalls . . . . 

25 

7,800 

Printing  and  binding  . . 

300 

. . 

173,100 

Pottery  .. 

40 

4,800 

15,000 

Plumbing 

130 

25,000 

87,000 

Paper  . . 

165 

28,000 

80,000 

Packing  houses. . 

150 

20,000 

548,600 

Railroads  . . 

2,700 

405,000 

Retorts  . . 

40 

4,800 

17, *600 

Stamping  and  sheet  iron 

80 

11,600 

40,000 

Stained  glass  . . 

20 

2,100 

7,000 

Steam  laundries 

225 

23,460 

Sewer  pipe 

60 

10,800 

15*,0C0 

Street  railways  . • . , 

625 

6,875 

Shoes 

45 

4,867 

27,000 

Spices  . . . . . . 

20  * 

3,320 

42,000 

Shirts  . . 

50 

4,200 

13,000 

Smelters  . . . 

1,261 

183,268 

4,897,027 

Saddletrees  . . . . 

6 

936 

3,600 

Soap 

40 

6,400 

57,136 

Trunks  . . 

25 

3,900 

11,000 

30 
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Table  showing  the  Various  Manufactories,  Number  of  Employes, 
Wages  Paid,  and  the  Value  of  the  Product,  in  the  City  or 
Denver — continued. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Employes. 

Wages. 

Product. 

£ 

£ 

Tannery. . 

12 

1,800 

4,800 

126,000 

Tailors  . . 

175 

25,250 

Wagons . . 

100 

13,000 

50,000 

White  lead 

24 

4,388 

43,000 

Wool  mill  

20 

2,450 

8,500 

Total  . . 

10,078 

1,256,996 

8,259,593 

There  are  20  different  lines  of  railways  in  operation  in 
Colorado,  embracing  more  than  5,270  miles  of  track,  and  aggre- 
gating a taxable  value  of  6,400.000/.  These  railways  disburse 
annually  about  2,000,000/.  to  employe*,  12,000  in  number.  The 
railways  of  Colorado  pass  through  a country  presenting  many 
difficulties  not  met  with  in  other  sections  of  the  country,  yet 
accidents  are  of  very  rare  occurrence.  The  total  earnings  of  the 
Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Railway  Co.  (the  largest  system  in  the 
State)  for  1893  were  1,559,876/.,  as  against  1,844,347/.  in  1892. 
The  earnings  of  the  other  lines  are  not  obtainable,  but  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  they  suffered  from  the  financial  depression  in  the 
same  proportion.  During  the  year  the  Union  Pacific  Railway 
Company,  the  Rio  Grande  Southern  Railway  Company,  and  the 
Atchison,  Topeka,  and  Santa  Fe  system,  the  latter  operating  the 
Midland  Railway  Company  in  Colorado,  went  into  the  hands  of 
receivers. 

There  are  12,000  miles  of  irrigating  ditches  in  Colorado. 
They  represent  an  approximate  investment  of  10,000,000/. 
According  to  the  report  of  the  State  Engineer  these  ditches  cover 
about  4,000,000  acres  of  land.  The  same  report  shows  approxi- 
mately that  one-half  of  this  amount,  or  2,000,000  acre*,  are  under 
cultivation. 

The  value  of  the  product  from  these  cultivated  lands  for  the 
year  is  shown  as  follows  : — 
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Articles. 

Value. 

£ 

Alfalfa 

980,000 

Hay  and  grasses  . . 

510,000 

Wheat. . 

270,000 

Other  cereals  . 

1,800,000 

Potatoes 

264,000 

Vegetables,  &c. 

1,000,000 

F ruits  . . 

450,000 

Dairy  . . 

131,136 

Honey. . 

30,065 

Flowers 

25,000 

Wool  ..  .. 

240,000 

Total  . . 

.. 

5,700,201 

This  shows  a decrease  of  2 

,786,628/.  as  compared  with 

1892. 

The  returns  from  the  sale 

of  ] 

live-stock  for  the  year  were  as 

follows : — 

Description. 

Value. 

£ 

Cattle  . . 

1,625,000 

Hogs  . . 

37,500 

Sheep  . . 

300,000 

Total  . . 

•• 

..  .. 

1,962,500 

The  cattle  owned  and  grazed  in  Colorado  are  estimated  to 
number  750,000  head,  which,  at  an  average  value  of  4 /.  each, 
figure  up  to  3,000,000/. 

The  several  different  land  offices  in  the  State  report  that  Government 
during  the  year  filings  and  final  entries  were  made  on  746,000  lands- 
acres  Government  lands,  as  against  743,000  acres  in  1892. 

The  heavy  drop  in  the  price  of  silver  very  seriously  affected  Mines  and 
the  most  important  industry  of  the  State.  The  principal  silver-  mimng- 
producing  districts,  viz.,  Leadville,  Aspen,  and  Creede,  were  for  a 
time  panic  stricken,  and  the  mines  were  nearly  all  closed.  As  a 
consequence  a large  number  of  miners  were  thrown  out  of 
employment,  and  it  seemed  for  a while  that  a great  deal  of 
distress  would  follow.  Shortly  after  the  repeal  of  the  Sherman 
Bill  the  price  of  silver  showed  signs  of  improvement,  and  some 
of  the  richer  mines  resumed  operations.  This  found  employment 
again  for  a number  of  idle  men,  while  the  surplus  population 
migrated  to  other  districts  devoted  especially  to  gold  mining. 

This  has  already  resulted  in  a large  increase  of  the  gold  product 
of  the  State,  as  the  annual  statement  shows,  and  gold  mining  may 
be  said  to  have  obtained  fre?h  impetus  from  the  sudden  disparage- 
ment of  silver. 

(1808)  c 
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Iron  and  steel. 


Stone. 

Lumber. 

Oil. 

Coal. 


The  discoveries  of  gold  at  Cripple  Creek  continue  to  increase, 
and  although  the  district  has  only  been  known  as  a gold  producer 
for  a little  over  2 years  it  is  said  to  have  a population  of  some 
10,000  people,  and  two  competing  lines  of  railroad  are  expected 
to  reach  the  camp  early  in  the  coming  summer. 

The  following  is  the  estimated  value  of  the  output  for 
1893:  — 


Articles. 

Value. 

£ 

(lold  . . 

1 ,659,003 

Silver  . . 

3.896,931 

Lead 

677,748 

Copper 

102,662 

Total 

6,336,347 

Gold  increase,  713,487/. ; silver  decrease,  508,783/. ; lead 
decrease,  319,718/.;  copper  decrease,  19,192/.  Net  decrease  from 
1892,  134,206/.  The  average  price  of  silver  for  1893  was  *77  dol. 
per  1 oz.  as  against  *868  dol.  in  1892. 

The  value  of  the  iron  and  steel  product  of  Colorado  for  1893 
was  as  follows  : — 


Articles. 

Value. 

£ 

Iron  ore 

29,536 

Pig-iron 

‘ ‘ 

154,281 

Spiegel 

14,040 

Castings 

• . 

18,433 

Pipe 

15,618 

S fceel  rails  . . . . . . 

306,000 

Spikes  . . . . . . 

2,732 

Merchantable  iron  .. 

, # 

53,135 

Steel  angles  . . 

•• 

401 

Total  . . . . 

594,176 

The  value  of  the  building  stone  output  for  the  vear  was 

110,000/. 

The  lumber  product  for  the  year  is  valued  at  700,000/. 

The  total  output  of  the  Florence  Oil  Wells  for  the  year  was 
756,000  barrels  of  crude  oil,  an  increase  of  26,000  barrels  over 
1892.  The  value  is  estimated  at  200,000/.  Nine  new  wells  were 
sunk,  seven  found  to  be  producers,  while  four  of  the  old  wells 
gave  out. 

The  State  Inspector  of  coal  mines,  in  his  report  for  1893, 
shows  an  increase  of  production  over  1892  of  175,822  tons.  The 
number  of  miners  employed  increased  314,  the  total  being  7,892. 
The  following  table  shows  the  returns  by  counties  for 
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Counties. 

Quantity. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1892. 

1893. 

Arapahoe 

Tons  (of 
2,000  lbs.). 
654 

Tons  (of 
2,000  lbs.). 
633 

Tons. 

Tons. 

21 

Boulder  . 

569,326 

610,583 

41,257 

« • 

Dolores  . . 

3,475 

El  Paso. . 

35.788 

29,318 

468,334 

# # 

6,470 

Fremont 

497,382 

29,048 

Gunnison 

198,483 

240,749 

42,269 

. . 

Garfield.. 

285,550 

195,367 

90,183 

Huerfano 

541,596 

503,912 

37,684 

J efferson 

23,556 

12,348 

# . 

11,208 

Das  Animas 

1,329,178 

1,543,410 

214,232 

La  Plata 

89,612 

109,336 

19,724 

Mesa  . . . • 

7,300 

20,000 

12,700 

Montezuma  . . 

675 

225 

450 

Park 

87,949 

99,908 

11,959 

Pitkin  . . 

77,526 

25,500 

52,026 

Weld 

13,184 

82,433 

69,249 

. , 

Unreported  small 

mines 

10,000 

5,000 

5,000 

Total  . . 

•• 

3,771,234 

3,947,056 

•• 

•• 

Summary  of  Coal  Statistics  during  the  Undermentioned 

Years. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1875. . 

Tons 

(of  2,000  lbs.) 
98,838 
117,666 

1876. . 

1877.. 

« • 

160,000 

1878. . 

• • 

200,630 

1879. . 

• • 

322,732 

1880. . 

• J 

375,000 

1881.. 

706,744 

1882. . 

1,061,479 

1883.. 

1,220,593 

1884. . 

1,130,024 

1885. . 

1,398,796 

1886. . 

1,436,211 

1887.. 

1,791,735 

1888. . 

2,185,477 

1889. . 

2,400,629 

1890. . 

3,075,781 

1891.. 

3,512,632 

3,771,234 

1892. . 

1893.. 

3,947,056 
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The  following  is  a record  of  imports  from  Great  Britain  for 
the  past  7 years  : — 


Year. 

Value. 

1887  

1888  

1889  

1890  

1891  

1892  

1893  

£ s. 
5,043  12 
8,109  12 
17,585  7 
32,512  4 
26,008  16 
9,357  4 
6,603  16 

Statement  of  Values  of  Imports  from  Great  Britain  Entered 

at  the  Port  of  Denver  during 

the  Year  1893. 

Articles. 

Value. 

£ s. 

Ale  and  stout . . 

198  0 

Antiquities  and  curios 

57  8 

Books  and  other  printed  matter 

59  8 

Carpets  . . . . . . . . 

110  8 

Cigarettes  . . . . . . . . 

80  8 

Cotton,  manufactures  of — 

Clothing  . . . . . . 

9 12 

Cloths  . . . . 

106  8 

Hosiery 

23  0 

69  8 

Shirts  and  drawers 

50  0 

Earthenware,  china,  porcelain,  &c... 

512  8 

Leather,  manufactures  of  . . 

21  16 

Metals,  manufactures  of — 

Bedsteads  . . 

956  12 

Bicycles  . . . . . . . . 

148  2 

Sheep  shears 

220  0 

Other 

98  2 

Mi  seellaneous  articles  ..  .. 

102  8 

Personal  effects  . . . . . . 

233  12 

Seeds  . . 

189  0 

Silk,  manufactures  of — 

Laces 

376  8 

Wearing  apparel  and  handkerchiefs 

173  16 

Other 

12  2 

Spirits,  distilled — 

Brandy  . . . . . . . . 

147  8 

Grin  . . 

1 12 

Rum 

13  12 

Whisky 

346  2 

Tin  and  terne  plates  . . . , 

1,204  16 

Wines  . . . . . . . . . . 

219  8 

Wool,  manufactures  of: — 

Clothing  . . . . . . . . 

12  12 

Cloths 

850  0 

Total 

•• 

6,603  16 
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The  records  of  the  Health  Department  of  Denver  for  1892  Health, 
showed  a remarkable  decrease  in  the  death  rate.  The  records  for 
1893  show  a still  further  decrease. 


Comparative  Table  showing  the  Mortality  for  the  Past 

8 Years. 


Year. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Total  Deaths. 

Rate 

per  1,000. 

1886  .. 

73,000 

1,119 

15  33 

1887  .. 

80,000 

1,525 

1,729 

19-06 

1888  .. 

85,000 

20  -34 

1889  .. 

96,000 

1,808 

18*83 

1890  .. 

106,713 

2,530 

2,118 

23  -71 

1891  .. 

113,874 

18-51 

1892  .. 

120,000 

1,713 

14-48 

1893  .. 

125,000 

1,578 

12-70 
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New  Series  of  Reports 


Keports  of  the  Animal  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 


No. 

Price.  | 

No. 

Price. 

1319.  New  York  . . 

• 9 

• • 

Id. 

1379.  Boston 

• « 

Id. 

1320.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

• • 

Id. 

1380.  Palermo 

• • 

3d. 

1321.  Rio  de  Janeiro 

• • 

3d. 

1381.  New  York  .. 

• • 

2d. 

1322.  Reunion 

• I 

3id. 

1382.  Zanzibar 

2d. 

1323.  Berne 

, 4 

Id. 

1383.  Naples 

• t 

W 

1324.  Kiukiang 

, , 

id. 

1384.  Constantinople 

• • 

2d. 

1325.  Reslit 

3id. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

54d. 

1326.  Florence 

t • 

Id. 

1386.  Caracas 

Hd. 

1327.  Hakodate  .. 

* O 

• • 

Id. 

1387.  Vienna 

l|d. 

1328.  Paris.. 

2d. 

1388.  Madeira 

id. 

1329.  Paramaribo  . . 

• • 

lid. 

1389.  Panama 

lid. 

1330.  St.  Petersburg 

• • 

2|d. 

1390.  New  Orleans 

2id. 

1331.  Patras 

• • 

lid. 

1391.  Manila 

2d. 

1332.  Calais 

2id. 

1392.  Foochow 

• • 

Id. 

1333.  Loanaa  .. 

. , 

Id. 

1393.  Ningpo 

• • 

Id. 

1334.  Bordeaux 

. » 

, . 

2 id. 

1394.  Chinkiang  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog 

. . 

Id. 

1395.  Tamsui 

a • 

Id. 

1336.  Galveston 

, . 

8id. 

1396.  Chungking  . . 

• • 

lid. 

1337.  Riga  . . 

• • 

2d. 

1397.  Philadelphia 

3|d. 

1338.  Batavia  .. 

• • 

l^d. 

1398.  Bilbao 

• • 

2|d. 

1339.  Boston 

# , 

, # 

Ud. 

1399.  Dunkirk 

• 9 

Id. 

1340.  Baltimore  .. 

, . 

« • 

lid. 

1400.  Amoy 

• • 

lid. 

1341.  Havre 

• • 

2-id. 

1401.  Tainan 

Id. 

1342.  Yeia  Cruz  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1402.  Ichang 

Id. 

1343.  Saigon 

lid. 

1403.  Aleppo 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm  .. 

# # 

2d. 

1404.  Madrid 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz 

, , 

lfd. 

1405.  N e wchwang . . 

Id. 

1346.  Trebizond  . . 

Id. 

1406.  WOnchow 

id. 

1347.  Algiers 

3d. 

1407.  Pakhoi 

lid. 

1348.  Amapala 

id. 

1408.  Hankow 

Id. 

1349.  Cherbourg  . . 

. , 

. # 

Id. 

1409.  Amsterdam  . . 

Id. 

1350.  Jerusalem  .. 

, . 

Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen.. 

id. 

1351.  Santiago 

, . 

Id. 

1411.  Damascus  .. 

Id. 

1352,  San  Jose 

Id. 

1412.  Chefoo 

• • 

3d. 

1353.  Trieste 

3id. 

1413.  Swatow 

• • 

Id. 

1354.  Madrid 

# # 

2d. 

1414.  Mannheim  .. 

• • 

lid. 

1355.  TenerifFe 

• « 

, , 

id. 

1415.  Fiume 

• • 

2d. 

1356.  Havana 

, , 

2d. 

1416.  Athens 

• • 

6d. 

1357.  Paraguay 

5d. 

1417.  Soul  .. 

lid. 

1358.  Guayaquil  . . 

• « 

4id. 

1418.  Beyrout 

• 1 

Id. 

1359.  Cadiz 

lid. 

1419.  Berlin 

• • 

lid. 

1360.  Marseilles 

• • 

lid. 

1420.  Nice  . . 

• • 

3d. 

1361.  Brest.. 

• • 

» • 

Id. 

1421.  Yokohama  .. 

• « 

lid. 

1362.  Syra  . . 

2id. 

1422.  Maracaibo  .. 

Id. 

1363.  Suakin 

, # 

Id. 

1423.  Tunis 

lid. 

1364.  Callao 

, . 

Id. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

Id. 

1365.  Piraeus 

, , 

2d. 

1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul .. 

• • 

7d. 

1366.  Stettin  .. 

# # 

# , 

2d. 

1426.  Erzeroum  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

2id. 

1427.  Christiania  .. 

• • 

5id. 

1368.  Angora 

. , 

* . 

Id. 

1428.  Charleston  .. 

• • 

• • 

5id. 

1369.  Antwerp  . . 

. • 

2d. 

1429.  Meshed 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1370.  Genoa 

• • 

. , 

3id. 

1430.  Copenhagen. . 

• • 

« • 

id. 

1371.  Batoum 

• • 

» • 

2d. 

1431.  Galveston  .. 

• • 

• • 

2id. 

1372.  Rouen 

• • 

2id. 

1432.  Hamburg  .. 

• « 

• t 

2id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

# # 

, , 

id. 

1433.  Brindisi 

• • 

• • 

2id. 

1374.  Nantes  .. 

, . 

lid. 

1434.  Gothenburg 

• • 

2d. 

1375.  Taganrog 

• • 

, . 

2id. 

1435.  Kiungchow  . . 

lid. 

1376.  Ispahan 

# , 

, . 

4id. 

1436.  St.  Petersburg 

• • 

id. 

1377.  Leghorn 

. , 

2d. 

1437.  Malaga 

• • 

Id. 

1378.  Cagliari  .. 

.. 

• « 

Id. 

1438.  Chicago 

• • 

2id. 

No.  1439 
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Consul-General  Stewai't  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

My  Lord,  Odessa,  June  20,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  my  Report  on  the  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  Odessa  for  the  year  1893. 

I also  forward  Reports  by  the  Vice-Consuls  at  Nicolaieff, 
Kieff,  and  Sebastopol  on  the  Trade  of  those  places,  as  also  a 
Report  on  the  Port  of  Theodosia  now  under  construction,  written 
by  Mr.  A.  W.  W.  Woodhouse,  Acting  Vice-Consul  at  Sebastopol. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  C.  E.  STEWART. 


Report  on  the 


Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Odessa  for  the  Year  1893. 
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Odessa. 

The  district  of  the  Consulate-General  of  Odessa  extends  over  Introduction, 
ten  governments  of  Southern  Russia,  viz.,  Volhynia,  Podolia, 

Bessarabia,  Kherson,  Taurida,  Kharkov,  Poltava,  Kieff,  Kursk, 

Chernigoff.  The  area  in  square  miles  is  211,496,  and  it  has  a 
population  of  21,573,090  by  the  last  census.  The  3 largest 
towns  in  these  governments  being  Odessa,  Kieff,  and  Kharkov. 

The  year  1893  cannot  be  considered  a successful  year  for  trade  Commerce, 
in  Southern  Russia  if  it  be  compared  with  some  earlier  years,  but 
if  the  comparison  be  made  with  the  two  years  immediately  pre- 
ceding it,  1893  must  be  considered  a good  year, 

The  volume  of  trade  was  fairly  satisfactory,  but  great  com- 
plaints are  made  that  the  margin  of  profit  on  the  trade  done  has 
been  small,  prices  having  ruled  very  low  indeed  for  almost  all 
Russian  export  produce. 

After  two  bad  harvests,  Southern  Russia  was  blessed  in  1893  Harvest, 
with  a harvest  very  much  above  the  average.  In  fact  over  a 
large  part  of  the  district  of  this  Consulate-General  the  harvest 
may  be  considered  to  have  been  an  abundant  one,  the  places  where 
the  harvest  was  below  an  average  being  very  few.  In  some  places 
the  wheat  was  somewhat  discoloured  by  rain,  the  rainfall  having 
come  just  before  harvest,  but  this  was  not  the  case  to  any  serious 
extent. 

Though  the  granaries  were  full  of  grain  that  grain  had  been 
harvested  at  an  unusually  high  rate.  The  price  of  labour  during 
last  harvest  rose  to  an  unprecedented  figure,  as  described  in  my 
harvest  report  last  autumn,  while  the  price  of  all  food  grains  fell 
so  low  in  Western  Europe  that  the  producers  in  Russia  were 
forced  either  not  to  sell  at  all  or  to  accept  an  unremunerative 
price  if  they  wished  to  dispose  of  their  grain. 

To  add  to  the  difficulties  of  the  position,  the  tariff  war  with 
Germany  deprived  Russia  of  one  of  her  chief  markets  for  agri- 
cultural produce,  especially  for  rye. 

The  Russian  Government  instituted  a system  of  advances  Government 
against  grain,  but  the  necessary  preliminaries  were  rather  compli-  advances  on 
cated,  and  it  was  difficult  for  the  peasants  to  avail  themselves  giai 
fully  of  the  advantages  which  the  Government  were  ready  to 
afford  them. 

The  class  above  the  peasants  did  avail  themselves  largely  of 
these  advantages,  and  no  doubt  the  stringency  caused  by  the 
tariff  war  with  Germany  was  somewhat  relieved  thereby. 

The  crop  of  1894  promises  so  far  to  be  a very  good  one.  The  Prospects  of 
winter  was  in  Southern  Russia  not  a severe  one,  and  too  little  1891- 
snow  fell  in  the  south-western  provinces  to  protect  the  winter- 
sown  wheat  from  the  frost.  It  suffered  to  a certain  extent,  but 
the  heavy  rain  in  the  spring  has  to  a great  degree  caused  a 
recovery  in  the  winter-sown  wheat,  and  the  spring-sown  'wheat 
promises  an  abundant  harvest  if  the  weather  in  June  be 
favourable. 

(1814) 
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The  loss,  or  at  all  events  the  very  small  gain  obtained  by  the 
proprietors  from  the  abundant  harvest  of  last  year,  has  caused  a 
feeling  of  depression  amongst  landed  proprietors,  and  they  declare 
that  at  the  present  high  rate  of  wages  for  field  labour  it  does 
not  pay  to  grow  ordinary  grain  crops.  The  consequence  has  been 
that  a considerably  less  area  was  sown  with  grain  last  winter  and 
this  spring  than  in  previous  years,  and  this  may  in  some  small 
degree  counteract  the  great  fall  in  prices  which  will  probably  ensue 
after  two  good  harvests  in  succession.  However,  prices  in  Russia 
must  rule  very  low  after  the  next  harvest,  unless  a failure  of  crops 
in  Western  Europe  or  America  should  help  the  corn  growers  of 
this  country. 

It  is  not  English  agriculturists  alone  that  complain  of  agri- 
cultural depression,  the  cry  is  repeated  in  Russia  that  wheat, 
barley,  and  rye  give  no  profit,  and  the  large  landed  proprietors  are 
trying  to  grow  other  crops  where  possible  which  pay  somewhat 
better,  like  sunflower  seed  for  oil,  beet  for  sugar-making,  linseed,  &c. 

The  sunflower  grown  for  oil-making  is  a slightly  different 
variety  from  the  garden  variety,  and  I think  would  grow  well  in 
the  southern  counties  of  England.  I have  already  been  applied  to 
and  forwarded  some  of  this  seed  to  a grower  in  England.  It 
would  require  to  be  planted  rather  early  in  England,  I should 
think,  to  come  to  good  maturity,  but  in  a warm  summer  would 
almost  certainly  succeed. 

It  is  declared  that  the  only  people  who  are  doing  fairly  well  by 
wheat  growing  are  those  peasants  who  can  till  their  own  or  hired 
land,  and  reap  their  crops  entirely  by  the  labour  of  their  own 
families.  They,  not  having  at  harvest  time  to  pay  the  high  wages 
then  demanded,  are  able  to  make  a small  profit. 

The  scarcity  of  labour  during  last  harvest  caused  a brisk 
demand  for  agricultural  implements  and  machinery,  especially 
steam  and  horse-thrashing  machines.  Every  thrashing  machine 
that  could  be  purchased  here  was  sold  off  last  autumn  and  orders 
came  in  that  could  not  be  met.  The  demand  this  spring  both  for 
steam  and  horse-thrashers  is  very  good  indeed,  and  I am  informed 
that  all  the  orders  received  cannot  be  complied  with.  A very 
useful  thrashing  machine  worked  by  from  8 to  12  horses  is  manu- 
factured by  an  English  firm  at  Elizabethgrad,  in  the  province  of 
Kherson,  which  seems  to  have  met  a want,  and  many  of  these  are 
being  sold  in  the  Kherson  Province.  Similar  thrashing  machines 
are  also  manufactured  in  Odessa. 

The  scarcity  and  high  price  of  labour  has  adversely  affected  the 
supply  of  Russian  coal  from  the  coal  mines,  both  in  the  Donetz 
and  Don  coal  districts,  and  English  coal,  in  spite  of  the  heavy  im- 
port duty  imposed,  is  holding  its  own,  65,670  tons  having  been 
imported  in  1893  into  the  port  of  Odessa,  against  32,914  tons  in 
the  previous  year. 

The  rouble  has  not  varied  very  greatly  in  its  exchange  value 
during  the  year,  the  highest  and  lowest  points  touched  in  Odessa 
having  varied  from  9*86  r.  to  935  r.  per  11 

Cholera  was  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  Southern  Russia  during 
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the  past  year,  but  not  nearly  to  so  great  an  extent  as  during  the 
previous  year.  The  good  sanitary  condition  of  Odessa  was  again 
shown  by  there  not  having  been  any  cases  of  cholera  here  until 
the  month  of  December,  and  even  then  the  number  of  cases  was 
very  few,  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  cholera  in  Odessa  having- 
been  only  six.  The  disease  is  believed  to  have  been  imported 
from  Constantinople  into  this  port. 

Cholera  prevailed  more  or  less  in  the  province  of  Podolia 
throughout  the  past  year. 

It  was  disappointing  to  find  that  during  the  tariff  war  with  Want  ©f 
Germany,  English  firms  did  not  send  out  energetic  young  men  to  EnSllsl1  . 

push  British  goods.  travellers. 

A great  chance  was  lost,  for  so  many  of  the  articles  used  in 
Southern  Russia  are  made  in  Germany,  that  the  practical  cessation 
of  the  importation  of  German  goods  seemed  an  opportunity  for 
England.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  finding  young  Englishmen 
born  in  Russia,  who  can  speak  the  language  well  and  who  are 
accustomed  to  business  to  travel  for  English  firms  in  Russia,  but 
except  in  the  case  of  sheep  dips  1 have  never  heard  of  English 
firms  employing  such  agency.  It  is,  of  course,  quite  useless  send- 
ing out  travellers  unacquainted  with  the  Russian  language  and  the 
ways  of  the  country,  and  still  more  useless  to  send  illustrated 
catalogues  with  no  prices  marked,  as  purchasers  will  not  take  the 
trouble  to  write  for  piices  when  they  can  see  and  obtain  German 
goods  only  a little  inferior  to  the  British  goods  on  the  spot. 

Several  applications  have  been  made  to  me  by  chemical  manure  Manure, 
manufacturers  concerning  an  opening  for  their  goods  in  this  part  of 
Russia,  but  I have  been  obliged  to  inform  them  that  there  is  no 
demand  whatsoever  for  manures  here. 

The  people  declare  that  in  the  hot,  dry  summers  of  Southern 
Russia,  manure  is  of  no  value,  and  that  on  the  contrary  where  two 
plots  of  land  side  by  side  have  been  sown,  the  one  highly  manured, 
the  other  unmanured,  if  the  summer  prove  a hot  and  dry  one  as 
most  of  the  summers  are,  the  results  on  the  manured  plot  will  be 
decidedly  inferior  to  those  obtained  on  the  unmanured  plot,  though 
in  exceptional  years  when  there  is  a heavy  rainfall,  no  doubt,  the 
advantage  would  be  on  the  manured  plot. 

Odessa  has  in  the  last  few  years  decidedly  advanced  as  a manu-  Factories, 
facturing  town,  and  the  number  of  factories  has  not  only  increased 
but  the  extent  of  the  work  done  in  them  and  the  number  of  work- 
men employed  has  increased. 

1 send  a list  of  the  various  factories  now  working  in  Odessa 
alone  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  9,464  workmen  are  employed 
in  factories  here,  and  produced  goods  to -the  value  of  3,168,577/. 

Most  of  these  "goods  would  formerly  have  been  imported  from 
abroad. 

Much  of  the  capital  for  the  different  factories  is  supplied  from 
abroad,  and  most  of  the  managers  and  many  of  the  foremen  are 
foreigners,  but  the  great  mass  of  the  work  people  are  Russians,  and 
the  work  turned  out  in  these  factories  is  only  a little  inferior  to 
imported  foreign  goods  except  those  of  the  highest  class. 
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Such  very  high  class  goods  cannot  be  manufacturedhere  and 
will  still  continue  to  be  imported, 

Russia  is  making  great  strides  towards  supplying  her  own 
wants  for  ordinary  manufactured  goods. 

The  wages  paid  to  skilled  workmen  in  these  factories  is  also 
rising  considerably,  skilled  artisans  gaining  as  much  as  65.  6(7.  a 
day,  while  even  skilled  women  earn  as  much  as  3s.  a day.  Dock 
labourers  also  earn  from  3s.  6(7.  up  to  6s.  6c7.  a day. 

The  number  of  British  ships  which  entered  the  port  of  Odessa 
in  1893  was  510,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  *758,315,  this  is  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  ships  over  last  year  when 
the  numbers  were  252  British  vessels  with  a tonnage  of  348,228 
tons,  but  both  years  are  below  the  average. 

The  highest  number  of  British  vessels  to  enter  this  port  was 
878  in  1888.  There  is  every  probability  that  in  1894  that  number 
will  at  least  be  equalled. 

Steamers  suffer  a good  deal  of  delay  at  the  port  of  Odessa 
whenever  there  are  many  vessels  in  port.  As  the  lay  days  only 
begin  to  count  from  the  time  a vessel  enters  a loading  berth,  and 
as  there  are  only  some  17  loading  berths  ordinarily  available  for 
foreign  seagoing  vessels,  \yhile  it  is  not  uncommon  for  from  30  to 
40  British  steamers  to  be  in  port  at  once,  it  will  be  evident  that 
with  the  best  efforts  of  the  authorities  delays  must  occur. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1894,  vessels  waiting  to  load  grain 
under  the  shoots  were  delayed  8*3  days,  and  in  February,  12*6 
days  before  they  obtained  a berth,  while  vessels  that  accepted 
berths  for  loading  by  hand  were  kept  waiting  6 '3  days  in  January 
and  7*2  days  in  February. 

By  official  returns  of  this  port  it  appears  that  130  steamers 
were,  in  the  months  of  January  and  February  alone,  kept  waiting 
an  aggregate  of  1,113  days.  Calculating  that  each  of  these  steamers 
lost  2 57.  a day  by  the  detention,  which  is  a low  estimate,  this 
would  represent  a loss  of  27,825 7.  to  shipowners  for  those  2 
months  alone,  and  January  and  February  are  not  by  any  means 
the  busy  months  of  the  year. 

Representations  have  been  made  to  the  Russian  authorities  at 
St.  Petersburg,  pointing  out  the  inadequacy  of  the  harbour  at 
Odessa  and  its  loading  facilities  for  its  present  trade,  and  it  is 
hoped  some  extension  of  the  loading  berth  accommodation  and 
loading  facilities  generally  may  be  obtained.  The  authorities  in 
Odessa  are  most  anxious  for  such  additions  to  be  made. 

Freights  have  ruled  rather  low  during  the  year  1893,  and  I 
fear  could  not  have  proved  very  remunerative  to  shipowners. 

The  rates  from  Odessa  to  the  United  Kingdom  averaged  as 
follows : — 
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In— 

Per  Ton. 

s.  d. 

1893— 

January 

7 0 

February  .. 

7 4 

March 

8 2 

April 

7 10 

May 

• • 

9 6 

J une 

8 4 

J uly . . 

• • 

9 3 

August 

• • 

9 11 

September  . . 

• • 

11  3 

October 

• t 

11  11 

November  . . 

• • 

12  1 

December  . . 

11  3 

The  highest  freight  paid  during  the  year  having  been  14s.  a 
ton  and  the  lowest  6s.  6c/.  per  ton  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  port  of  Odessa  was  open  throughout  the  winter  of 
1893-94,  never  having  been  closed  by  ice. 


Annex.  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Odessa 
during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Agricultural  imple- 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

ments  . , 

1,532 

45,564 

969 

29,713 

Coal 

65,670 

40,715 

1,591,794 

32,914 

29,435 

Cotton,  raw 

37,551 

47,496 

2,216,082 

190,180 

Colonials 

1,188 

56,477 

5,509 

Dried  fruits,  nuts,  &c. 

4,725 

13,974 

102,302 

4,109 

30,970 

Fresh  fruit 

99,300 

11,737 

86,317 

Iron  and  steel  . . . . i 

Manufactured  iron 

8,484 

114,821 

8,819 

73,277 

goods. . 

493 

16,225 

1,092 

42,569 

Machines 

Olive  and  other  veget- 

1,341 

307,982 

1,484 

57,392 

able  oils 

5,403 

334,995 

4,013 

202,756 

Tea  . . . . . . | 

1,068 

132,526 

844 

104,630 

Tobacco  and  cigars 

544 

145,140 

154 

29,334 

J ute  . . . . . . i 

3,032 

48,973 

1,221 

19,883 

Wines  and  spirits 

1,873 

28,750 

1,544 

28,852 

Mineral  waters 

6,999 

13,019 

6,076 

9,449 

S undries  . . 

•• 

817,719 

•• 

477,429 

Total 

3,896,307 

3,628,268 

RUSSIA. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Odessa  during  the 

Years  1893-92, 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value.  ♦ 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Wheat  .. 

t • 

511,027 

3,168,370 

145,269 

1,080,804 

643,607 

Barley  . . 

502,686 

1,869,992 

148,296 

Rye 

• • 

168,181 

834,181 
360,875  I 

20,718 

147,724 

Maize  . . 

.. 

89,547 

136,699 

966,633 

Oats 

.. 

46,107 

228,692 

296 

1,559 

Sugar  . . 

7,435 

217,089 

22,110 

529,254 

Wool  .. 

909 

52,591 

1,944 

118,252 

Flour  . . 

* ' 1 

17,255 

212,231 

11,281 

162,579 

Oil  seeds 

27,162 

257,084 

8,003 

20,794 

67,523 

Timber  and  wood 

31,870 

131,316 

89,035 

Cattle,  horses,  poultry,  i 
&c 

644,970 

150,633  1 

261,319 

Fish — dried,  salted, 

and  smoked  . . 

7,092 

132,322 

4,408 

136,828 

Butter  and  cheese 

808 

36,005 

696 

23,504 

Caviare 

1,055 

53,072 

730 

36,650 

Peas  and  beans 

6,500 

49,294 

3,261 

26,416 

Oil-cake. . 

8,528 

39,007 

11,847 

58,044 

Leather. . 

1,045 

48,841 

1,335 

58,996 

Bone  meal 

1,473 

7,492 

3,573 

26,584 

Aldohol . . 

71,977 

63,147 

Sundries 

** 

1,451,312 

•• 

1,311,865 

Total 

•• 

9,372,376 

•• 

5,810,823 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Odessa  during 

the  Year  1893. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

| 

j Tons. 

British  . 

510 

758,315 

510 

758,315 

Russian 

*2 

357 

213 

231,149 

215 

231,506 

Austrian  

2 

1,365 

69 

82,219 

81,343 

71 

83,584 

Italian  

10 

4,245 

58 

68 

85,588 

French  

... 

•.. 

34 

45,912  | 

34 

45,912 

Norwegian 

27 

38,481 

27 

38,481 

Danish  

27 

28,758 

27 

28,758 

Greek  

*27 

9,405 

13 

12,835  1 
...  1 

40 

22,240 

Turkish  

10 

2,465 

10 

2,465 

Dutch  

2 

4,153 

2 

4,153 

Roumanian 

i 

1 

300 

1 

300 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

51 

17,837 

954 

1,283,465  | 

1,005 

1,301,302 

79 

20,663 

634 

783,063  1 

713 

803,726 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

506 

753,576 

506 

753,576 

Russian  

*2 

357 

209 

225,075 

211 

225,432 

Austrian  

2 

1,365 

69 

82,219 

71 

83,584 

Italian  

10 

4,245 

58 

81,343 

68 

85,588 

French  

... 

34 

45,912 

34 

45,912 

Norwegian 

... 

27 

38,481 

27 

38,481 

Danish  

27 

28,758 

27 

28,758 

Greek  

*27 

9,405 

13 

12,835 

40 

22,240 

Turkish  

10 

2,465 

10 

2,465 

Dutch  

*'*2 

*4^  153 

2 

4,153 

Roumanian 

1 

300 

1 

300 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

51 

17,837 

946 

1,272,652  j 

997 

1,290,489 

preceding 

55 

13,853 

670 

809,839 

725 

823,692 
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Annex  C. — List  of  Factories  in  the  District  of  Odessa. 


Factories. 

Number  of 
Factories. 

Number  of 
Workmen. 

Value  of 
Production. 

Flour  mills  . . 

13 

347 

£ 

339,058 

Rice  mills  . . . . . . 

2 

32 

39,400 

Maccaroni  factories  . . 

6 

66 

24,644 

Steam  bakeries  . . 

4 

95 

19,817 

Sugar  refinery 

] 

720 

1,305,161 

Distilleries  . . 

7 

118 

41,190 

Champagne  factory  . . 

1 

40 

35,000 

Breweries 

4 

230 

50,670 

Mineral  -water  factory 

17 

66 

10,955 

Vinegar  works 

1 

6 

5,700 

Mustard  factory 

3 

5 

1,030 

Steam  salt  mills 

6 

54 

19,300 

Sweetmeat  factories. . 

22 

240 

41,129 

Margarine  factory  . . 

1 

30 

10,022 

Fish  canneries  ..  . . 

3 

69 

10,480 

Sausage  factories 

4 

37 

8,297 

Candle  and  soap  works 

7 

186 

95,771 

Bone  mills  . . . . » . 

3 

59 

5,915 

Animal  glue  factory. . 

1 

, . 

400 

Wax  candle  w^orks  . . 

10 

77 

36,991 

Tanneries  . . 

9 

317 

126,860 

Hat  factories. . 

6 

28 

3,600 

Wadded  cotton  works 

6 

11 

1,411 

Jute  sack  factory 

1 

675 

90,000 

Paper  mills  . . .. 

1 

60 

7,500 

Wall-paper  mill 

1 

15 

3,000 

Tobacco  factory 

14 

632 

53,517 

Cigarette-paper  factories  . . 

4 

100 

4,900 

Cork  works  . . 

4 

102 

8,200 

Steam  laundries 

2 

91 

4,827 

Tarpaulin  factory  . . 

1 

8 

690 

Sail  makers  . . . . 

1 

4 

457 

Linen  mills  . . . . . . 

2 

18 

1,525 

Rope  makers . . 

1 

135 

34,500 

String  works . . . . * . 

1 

4 

100 

Iron  foundries  . . . . 

29 

1,614 

155,621 

Agricultural  implements  . . 

3 

220 

34,500 

Weight  and  sail  works 

3 

68 

5,440 

Tin-plate  works 

5 

158 

27,200 

Wire  and  nail  works 

2 

92 

18,550 

Hook-and-eye  factories  . . 

1 

11 

1,500 

Small-shot  factories. . 

3 

11 

1,240 

Electro-galvanic  works 

1 

3 

345 

Insulator  works 

1 

5 

374 

Optical  instruments  works  . . 

3 

21 

715 

Zinc-covering  works. . 

1 

10 

475 

Gold  and  silver  works 

3 

45 

4,821 

Saw  mills 

4 

55 

9,716 

Furniture  works 

8 

151 

11,794 

Gilding  works  . . 

1 

30 

3,150 

Piano  factories 

2 

35 

4,100 

Musical  instrument  factory 

2 

8 

900 

Carriage  makers 

4 

66 

4,238 

Brick  and  earthenware  works 

•• 

16 

293 

12,200 

Lime  works  . . 

4 

9 

744 

Alabaster  works 

2 

6 

1,300 

Tinware  factories 

1! 

4 

21 

1,037 

Asphalt  works 

.J 

2 

o27 

6,120 

Lucifer  match  factories 

3 

250 

13,118 

ODESSA, 
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List  of  Factories  in  the  District  of  Odessa— continued. 


Factories. 

Number  of 
Factories. 

| 

I Number  of 

1 Workmen. 

Value  of 
Production. 

Blacking  factories  . . 

3 

2G6 

£ 

21,676 

Felt  works  .. 

2 

6 

227 

Button  factory 

, # 

1 

72 

7,500 

Dyers . . 

3 

6 

705 

Ink  and  sealing  wax  factories 

3 

3 

592 

Chemical  works 

# # 

6 

141 

54,526 

Fireworks  factory  . . 

# # 

2 

4 

400 

G-asworks 

, , 

1 

81 

21,501 

Oil,  paint,  and  varnisli  works 

9 

208 

154,945 

Mineral  oil  works  . . 

3 

40 

7,160 

Glassworks  . . 

1 

10 

2,520 

Tile  factory  . . 

2 

34 

2,600 

Marble  works 

# # 

5 

52 

5,360 

Portmanteau  factories 

# # 

1 

8 

644 

Artificial  flower  works 

4 

19 

510 

Stays  and  corsets 

1 

7 

1,100 

Printing  offices 

# # 

31 

647 

23,996 

Chromo-lithography 

•• 

2 

34 

3,400 

Total  . . 

•• 

9,464 

3,168,677 

Nicolaieff, 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Woodhouse  reports  as  follows:— 

The  abundant  harvest  of  1893  bad  the  effect  of  restoring  to  Revival  of 
Nicolaieff  the  trade  it  had  lost  through  the  prohibition  of  exports.  Jrale 
Every  branch  of  business  participated  in  the  general  revival,  and,  harvest.  ^ 
notwithstanding  the  low  prices  paid  for  grain,  both  proprietors  and 
farmers  were  relieved  from  the  serious  financial  embarrassments 
which  menaced  them. 

If  we  turn  to  Annex  A we  shall  see  that  the  quantity  of  grain  Exports  of 
exported  from  Nicolaieff  in  1893  reached  the  enormous  figure  of  8rain  in  1893 
791,534  tons.  Never  before  had  the  shipments  in  a single  season  ^en^T" 
been  so  heavy,  and  if  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that 
80  per  cent,  of  this  grain  was  produced  in  1893,  and  that  the 
harvest  was  got  in  nearly  a month  later  than  in  previous  years, 
we  may  form  some  idea  of  the  amount  of  business  done  during 
the  autumn. 

As  shown  in  previous  reports  on  trade  and  commerce,  the  Russia  again 
revenues  of  this  Empire  are  almost  exclusively  derived  from  the  in  a position 
produce  of  its  soil,  and  the  experience  of  the  last  few  years  has  ^h^thtr 
proved  to  what  extent  the  financial  condition  of  the  country  is  corn-growing 
affected  by  the  exports  of  grain.  The  blow  sustained  by  the  countries, 
nation  through  the  stoppage  of  those  exports  was  such  that  grave 
doubts  as  to  the  future  were  felt  by  those  who  understood  the 
gravity  of  the  situation.  Happily,  however,  those  doubts  have  in 
a great  measure  been  dispersed,  and  Russia  is  once  more  in  a 
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Exports. 


Imports. 


Shipping 

trade. 


Freights. 


Shipping, 
British  and 
foreign. 


Lighterage. 


Public  works. 


Grain 

elevator. 


New  elevator. 


Ochakoff  bar. 
Mouth  of 
Dnieper. 


position  to  compete  with  the  other  oorn-growing  countries  of  the 
world. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  from  Nicolaieff  in  1893,  as 
shown  in  Annex  A,  was  3,025,136/.,  and  the  principal  articles 
exported  were  wheat  and  barley. 

The  imports  of  1893,  with  the  exception  of  a quantity  of 
machinery  for  the  Imperial  dockyard,  consisted  principally  of  coke, 
spiegeleisen,  and  firebricks,  all  of  which  were  for  the  iron-works 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ekaterinoslav  and  at  Krivoi-Kog. 

The  shipping  trade  was  quiet  up  to  the  middle  of  September, 
when  the  autumn  season  really  began ; and  even  then  freights 
advanced  but  slightly,  notwithstanding  the  demand,  more  than 
16s.  6d.  per  ton  to  the  United  Kingdom  or  Continent  at  no  time 
being  paid. 

Below  are  given  the  rates  paid  during  the  season 


Month. 

United  Kingdom  and  Continent. 

Mediterranean  and 
Adriatic. 

Per  Ton. 

Per  Charge. 

Orders. 

Direct  Ports  and 
Berth. 

From — 

To— 

From — 

To— 

From— 

To— 

g.  d. 

s.  d. 

i.  d. 

s.  d. 

Fr.  c. 

Fr.  c. 

March  and  April 

9 0 

11  0 

9 0 

10  0 

1 10 

1 30 

May  and  June  

9 0 

11  0 

10  0 

11  0 

1 20 

1 40 

July  and  August 

10  0 

11  6 

10  0 

11  0 

1 20 

1 30 

September  and  October 

12  0 

14  6 

11  0 

13  6 

1 30 

1 60 

November 

14  0 

14  6 

11  0 

12  9 

1 30 

1 75 

December 

14  6 

16  6 

12  0 

15  6 

j 1 40 

1 70 

Annex  B gives  the  total  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  of  all 
nationalities  entered  and  cleared  at  Nicolaieff  in  1893,  and  it  is 
very  satisfactory  to  note  that,  of  the  366  ships,  registering- 
492, 738  tons,  281  were  British  steamers  of  384,688  tons,  foreign 
shipping  not  exceeding  108,050  tons. 

Lighterage  during  the  season  varied  from  24  c.  to  48  c.  per 
tchetvert. 

The  commercial  port  may  now  be  considered  to  be  about  com- 
pleted. The  whole  of  the  new  quay  is  reserved  entirely  for  foreign 
shipping,  there  being  sufficient  accommodation  for  coasting  vessels 
in  the  new  harbour. 

The  grain  elevator  is  finished  and  in  full  operation,  but  the 
manipulation  of  grain  and  loading  of  ships  are  at  present  performed 
rather  slowly.  Doubtless,  however,  in  the  course  of  time  more 
expeditious  methods  of  working  will  be  adopted. 

It  is  reported  that  it  is  intended  to  erect  another  elevator  at 
Nicolaieff. 

The  further  deepening  of  the  Ochakoff  Channel  has  been 
deferred,  but  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieper  is  to  be  dredged  to 
feet. 
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The  ice-breaker  experienced  much  difficulty  in  keeping  the  Ice-breaker, 
river  open  during  the  winter.  In  fact,  when  the  severe  frosts  set 

in,  it  was  practically  useless.  It  must,  however,  be  said  that  it 

opened  the  navigation  of  the  Boug  much  earlier  than  usual. 

The  municipality  has  at  length  decided  to  accept  a proposal  to  Tramways, 
lay  down  tramways  in  the  town,  and  very  possibly  the  work  will 
be  started  upon  before  the  end  of  the  present  year. 

Telephonic  communication  has  been  established  between  Telephones. 
Nicolaiefif  and  Odessa. 

The  silk-growing  industry  is  developing  most  satisfactorily,  Silk-growing, 
and  the  promoters  are  very  sanguine  as  to  the  ultimate  results. 

The  health  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  was  very  good  Public  health, 
during  the  whole  of  the  year.  A few  isolated  cases  of  cholera 
occurred  in  the  month  of  August,  but  the  epidemic  was  speedily 
stamped  out. 

The  mineral  district  of  Krivoi  Rog  has  received  further  Kriroi  Rog 
attention  from  the  Imperial  Government,  and  a branch  line  of  milies- 
railway,  running  close  alongside  the  quarries  and  mines,  has 
recently  been  opened  for  traffic,  thus  greatly  facilitating  the  trans- 
port of  the  various  minerals  raised  from  the  workings,  some  idea 
of  the  extent  and  value  of  which  may  be  gathered  from  the  official 
statistics,  which  give  the  annual  output  of  iron  ore  alone  at  some-  Iron  ore. 
thing  like  800,000  tons. 

A company  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  developing  still  N ew  iron- 
further  the  resources  of  Krivoi  Rog,  and  new  iron-works  and  works  at 
blast-furnaces  will  shortly  be  established  at  Krementchug.  chu™*”1* 


Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the 
Port  of  Nicolaieff  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

1 Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Wheat  . . . . . . ! 

Barley  . . . . . . 

Rye  

Oats 

Linseed . , . . . . ! 

Other  seeds 

Sugar  . . . . . . 

Flour  . . . . . . ! 

Other  articles  (includ-  1 
ing  sheep)  . . . . 

Tons. 

387,388 

278,018 

82,532 

32,954 

6,240 

4,402 

1,783 

353 

£ 

1,511,340 
903,589 
334,783 
139,796 
59,052 
22,102 
38,780  1 
5,470 

10,224 

Tons. 

! 144,515 

111,714 
9,181 
1,550 
2,724 
1,000 
1,260 
181 

£ 

800,153 

380,945 

43,258 

*6,720 

23,640 

4,200 

27,340 

2,810 

20,029 

Total  . . . . 

•• 

3,025,136 

•• 

1,369,095 

RUSSIA, 
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- Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Nicolaieff  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Cement . . . . . . 

560 

1,690 

.. 

Coke 

12,471 

12,316 

. . 

Firebricks  . . . . 

3,653 

5,920 

2,095 

4,083 

Iron  and  steel  . . 

67 

970 

17 

205 

Iron  and  steel  goods  i 
and  machinery  . . I 

2,086 

128,944 

380  | 

12,290 

Pig-iron  (Spiegeleisen)  i 

3,334 

17,421 

3,772 

12,897 

Sundries 

752 

6,436 

22,697 

Total 

22,923 

173,697 

•• 

52,172 

Annex  B—  Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Nicolaieff 
during  the  Year  1893. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

| Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

361 

384,688 

281 

384,688 

Norwegian : 

23 

36,278 

23 

36,278 

25,964 

Austrian  

21 

25,964 

21 

Italian  

18 

24,928 

18  ! 

24,928 

Greek  

*'*1 

’(526 

8 

6,914  ! 

9 

7,540 

Danish  

4 

4,192 

4 

4,192 

French  

... 

3 

3,288 

3 

3,288 

Dutch  

1 

2,116 

1,228 

1 

2,116 

German  

1 

1 

1,228 

Russian  

... 

1 

1,206 

1 

1,206 

Turkish  

4 

1,310 

4 

1,310 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

5 

1,936 

' 

361 

490,802 

366 

492,738 

5 

1,534 

149 

195,438 

154 

196,972 

Cleared. 


m 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

j Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

... 

1 281 

384,688 

281 

384,688 

Norwegian 

... 

23 

36,278 

23 

36,278 

Austrian  

21 

25,964 

21 

25,964 

Italian  

... 

18 

24,928 

18 

24,928 

Greek  

1 

*626 

8 

6,914 

9 

7,540 

Danish  

4 

4,192 

4 

4,192 

French  

3 

3,288 

3 

3,288 

Dutch  

1 

2,116 

1 

2,116 

German  

1 

1,228 

1 

1 228 

Russian  

1 | 

1,206 

1 1 

1,206 

Turkish  j 

"h 

1,310 

4 

1,310 

Total  j 

„ for  the  year 

5 

1,936 

361 

490,802 

366 

492,738 

preceding 

5 

1,534 

119 

195,438 

154 

196,972 
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Kieff. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Smith  reports  as  follows : — 

The  year  1893  must  be  looked  upon  as  another  poor  year  in  General 
the  history  of  South  Russia.  The  harsh  winter  of  1892-93  played  remark9- 
serious  havoc  with  the  winter-sown  grain,  so  that  a large  acreage 
had  to  be  re-ploughed.  The  backward  spring  was  succeeded  by  a 
cold,  wet  summer  and  autumn,  so  that  the  harvesting  of  grain  and 
beetroot  was  carried  through  under  great  difficulties.  The  scarcity 
of  labour  added  considerably  to  the  cost  of  production,  and  this, 
taken  in  conjunction  with  the  low  prices  for  grain  ruling  on  the 
foreign  markets,  left  little  hope  of  growers  covering  expenses. 

The  tariff  war  with  Germany  debarred  export  to  that  country,  so 
that  not  only  was  it  impossible  to  sell  grain  at  anything  like 
remunerative  prices,  but  there  was  a total  absence  of  buyers.  It 
is,  therefore,  plain  that  there  is  an  immense  quantity  of  unsold 
grain  in  the  country  at  the  present  time.  During  the  last  4 months 
of  the  year  there  was  a remarkable  scarcity  of  ready  money  in 
this  district,  and  many  first-class  firms  had  to  resort  to  unusual 
measures  to  tide  over  the  season.  The  sugar  trade  cannot  com- 
plain as  to  result  of  1893.  Thanks  to  the  action  of  the  “ring” 
or  syndicate  in  exporting  the  surplus  production  of  1892-93, 
the  demand  greatly  exceeded  the  supply,  prices  ruled  high, 
and  the  fact  of  foreign-made  sugar  having  been  imported  by 
Government,  as  stated  further  on,  clearly  shows  the  futility  of 
allowing  such  rings  to  exist. 

Kieff  was  again  visited  by  this  dreadful  scourge  in  1893,  and  Cholera, 
although  the  epidemic  was  much  less  severe  than  in  1892,  when 
there  were  1,940  cases  with  663  deaths,  the  fact  remains  that  from 
July  23  until  November  24  there  were  1,199  cases,  of  which  466 
proved  fatal.  There  is  certainly  good  reason  to  suspect  that  the 
water  supply  of  Kieff,  taken  as  it  is  from  the  Dnieper,  stands  in  need 
of  better  purification  than  at  present  before  being  supplied  to 
inhabitants,  otherwise  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  a city  so  bounti- 
fully gifted  by  nature  as  Kieff  being  subject  to  such  visitations  of 
cholera. 

The  rate  of  exchange  was  remarkably  steady  during  the  year,  Exchange, 
there  being  an  entire  absence  of  those  fluctuations  observable 
during  the  last  10  years.  The  year  1893  opened  with  a rate  of 
9 r.  81  c.  to  the  11.,  and  daily  improved  until  9 r.  40  c.  was  quoted 
on  February  21.  A slight  reaction  set  in,  and  9 r.  70  c.  was 
quoted  on  April  5.  This  rate  steadily  improved  until  9 r.  36  c. 
was  quoted  on  June  6.  During  July  a drop  was  noticeable,  which 
culminated  in  a rate  of  9 r.  79  c.  being  reached  on  August  5. 

From  that  date  a steady  improvement  set  in,  and  by  December  22 
the  rate  of  9 r.  30  c.  was  quoted,  and  the  year  closed  with 
9 r.  32  c.  to  the  1/.  With  such  slight  variations  as  given,  the 
speculative  element  in  business  is  entirely  eliminated,  and  an 
average  of  9 r.  53  c.  to  the  11.  cannot  be  considered  as  unfavour- 
able to  importation  of  foreign  goods. 

(1814) 


B 


16 


RUSSIA. 


Operations  on  According  to  the  committee’s  report,  the  following  business 
Kieff  was  transacted  on.  ’change  during  the  year : — 

exchange.  ' 


Articles. 

1892. 

1893. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sugar- 

Haw  

Tons 

222,521 

£ 

5,472,259 

160,766 

£ 

3,700,331 

Refined 

1 1 •• 

143 

4,860 

326 

10,827 

Syrup  

11  •* 

40,242 

50,785 

4,033 

3,450 

Wheat 

n •• 

213,650 

148,707 

25,449 

117,525 

Rye  

... 

i)  •• 

15,238 

103,761 

15,130 

67,717 

Oats  

ii  •• 

1,430 

6,000 

12,262 

40,254 

Maize,  millet,  &c. 
Barley  

ii  •• 

1,200 

6,458 

1,400 

6,225 

ii  •• 

1,600 

4,544 

Flax,  rape,  &c.  ... 

ii  •• 

... 

5,086 

37,521 

Coal  

• •• 

6,  COO 

5,940 

Spirits  

Degrees  .. 

11,600,000 

23^7 15 

5,200,000 

6,214 

543,959 

Shares,  <fcc. 

110,079 

Total  ... 

... 

5,926,624 

... 

4,544,507 

Mortgaged 


According  to  latest  report  of  Kieff  Agricultural  Bank  the  extent 


land  in  Little  0f  ianq  mortgaged  and  amount  advanced  in  Little  Itussia  is  as 
Eu>sla-  follows:- 


Number  of 

Acreage  of 

Estimated 

Vnlnp  nf 

Amount 

Estates 

Estates 

T CliUv  UI 

of 

Mortgaged. 

Mortgaged. 

Estates 

Mortgaged. 

Mortgages. 

£ 

£ 

Kieff 

986 

1,222,317 

3,382,956 

1,947,060 

Podolia ..  I 

707 

904,530 

9,941,732 

1,705,030 

Wolhynia  . . . . 

738 

1,350,266 

1,878,393 

1 

1,092,100 

Distillation. 


Acreage  of 
potatoes  for 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  December  31,  1893,  the  Imperial 
Nobles’  Land  Bank  had  to  receive  interest,  &c.,  on  mortgaged  land 
in  Biissia  to  the  amount  of  4,006,850  r.  (400,685/.),  and  of  that 
amount  only  1,002,484  r.  (100,248/.)  was  paid,  a fitting  testimony  to 
the  present  condition  of  agriculture. 

The  quantity  of  grain-spirit  produced  in  1893  by  the  215 
distilleries  of  this  district  was  959,939  vedros  (2,879,817  gallons), 
the  quantity  on  stock  on  December  31  being  given  as  456,413 
vedros  (1,369,239  gallons). 

The  area  sown  in  Little  Bussia  in  1893  was  12,220  dessiatins 
(33,605  acres),  the  yield  from  which  was  6,121,345  poods,  or 


distillation  of  98,732  tons, 


an 


spirit. 


Navigation  on 

River 

Dnieper. 


of  59  cwts.  to  the  acre.  When 


compared  with  1892  the  result  shows  215,812  poods,  or  3,481  tons 
less,  the  result  of  bad  harvests  in  Wolhynia.  The  percentage  of 
starch  ranged  from  13  per  cent,  to  21  per  cent. 

During  the  navigable  period,  from  April  till  November, 
10,797,491  poods,  or  i74,154  tons  of  goods,  valued  at  4,542,600  r. 
(454,260/.),  were  loaded  in  steamers,  barges,  and  rafts,  while 
21,190,124  poods,  or  341,776  tons,  valued  at  6,464,720  r.  (646,472/.), 
were  discharged. 
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Towards  the  end  of  1893  the  South-Western  Railway,  whose  Production  of 
general  offices  are  in  Kieff,  placed  in  order  with  the  South  Russian  steel  rails. 
Dnieper  Works  for  500,000  poods,  or  80,646  tons  of  steel  rails,  at 
the  price  of  1 r.  67  c.  per  pood,  or  11/.  per  ton. 

From  subjoined  table  of  prices  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  Prices  of 
an  immense  drop  in  prices,  from  30  per  cent,  to  40  per  cent., cereals* 
between  prices  ruling  during  first  7 months  of  the  year  for  cereals 
of  1892  harvest,  and  latter  5 months  for  cereals  of  1893 
harvest : — 


Price  Per  Pood. 


Month. 

Wheat, 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

From— 

To— 

From — 

To— 

From — 

To- 

From — 

To— 

Harvest  1892— 

Copecks. 

Copecks. 

Copecks. 

Copecks. 

Copecks. 

Copecks. 

Copecks. 

Copecks. 

January  ... 

84 

88 

60 

73 

55 

67 

67 

February... 

72 

87 

58 

72 

47 

52 

52 

65 

March 

80 

90 

60 

68 

42 

50 

53 

67 

April 

73 

86 

62 

70 

45 

52 

55 

68 

May 

75 

88 

68 

78 

47 

55 

60 

72 

June 

80 

92 

60 

73 

50 

56 

65 

70 

July 

Harvest,  1893 — 
August  ... 

70 

88 

45 

70 

40 

46 

67 

69 

62 

75 

40 

58 

35 

40 

46 

58 

September 

57 

72 

48 

60 

30 

42 

45 

53 

October  ... 

55 

76 

44 

56 

28 

38 

42 

52 

November 

52 

65 

40 

68 

28 

37 

40 

48 

December 

50 

60 

35 

50 

27 

35 

35 

40 

Note. — 100  copecks  = 1 r. ; 9-50  r.  = li. ; 1 pood  = 36$  lbs. 


The  markets  of  Europe  being  stocked  with  grain  left  little 
chance  of  any  demand  for  export  during  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  and,  consequently,  prices  receded  more  or  less  until  the 
middle  of  May.  A spell  of  cold  weather  then  setting  in  caused 
prices  to  rise,  but  a warm  June  with  seasonable  rains  had  a lower- 
ing tendency  upon  the  foreign  markets,  and  prices  fell  considerably  ; 
in  fact,  there  was  little  or  no  demand,  and  when  Germany  raised 
the  duty  upon  grain  imported  from  Russia  the  closing  of  her 
markets  practically  stopped  all  exportation  from  this  district, 

Germany  having  hitherto  been  the  largest  buyer  of  grain  grown 
in  Little  Russia. 

The  Government,  in  order  to  lessen  the  effects  of  the  tariff  war  Government 
with  Germany,  decided  to  make  advances  on  grain  in  the  hands  of  adv.a»ces  on 
producers,  and  according  to  last  return  of  Imperial  Bank gram' 
23,176,000  r.  (2,317,600/.)  has  been  advanced  by  its  branches  and 
other  banks.  This  scheme  was  not  favourably  received  at  first, 
farmers  and  others  considering  the  formalities  too  troublesome, 
but  above  figures  would  prove  that  there  was  absolute  need  of  such 
a scheme. 

The  South-Western  Railway  Company  was  authorised  by  the  Large 
Government  to  purchase  grain,  mostly  rye,  to  fill  the  military  purchases  of 
magazines.  This  is  a new  departure,  and  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  Commissariat 
desire  of  Government  to  compensate  farmers  for  the  loss  of  Department. 

(1814)  B 2 


IS 


RUSSIA. 


Factories,  &c., 
in  govern- 
ment of 
Kietf. 


Tariff  war 
with 

Germany. 


markets  caused  by  the  tariff  war  with  Germany,  dispensing 
altogether  with  the  “ middlemen,”  generally  Jews,  and  ensures  a 
better  price  to  farmers  on  the  one  hand,  and  greatly  reducing  the 
work  of  the  Commissariat  Department  in  providing  grain  required 
by  the  army.  The  railway  company  is  not  likely  to  reap  much 
benefit  from  the  transaction,  owing  to  having  to  store  grain  until 
the  Commissariat  Department  take  delivery,  and  the  want  of 
proper  warehouse  accommodation  entails  a lot  of  attention  in 
keeping  grain  from  heating,  while  the  ravages  of  mice  cause  a 
considerable  loss.  The  Odessa  district  has  ordered  639,000  poods, 
or  10,307  tons,  for  the  magazines  of  Odessa,  Bender,  and 
Krementschug.  The  Kieff  district  has  ordered  839,700  poods,  or 
13,545  tons,  for  the  magazines  of  Kieff,  Berditscheff,  Bovno,  and 
Winnitza.  The  Wilna  district  first  of  all  ordered  178,000  poods, 
or  2,880  tons,  but  have  increased  same  by  500,000  poods,  or 
8,065  tons,  for  the  magazines  of  Kovno  and  Wilna. 

There  are  638  factories  in  Kieff  government,  and  of  this 
number  137  are  in  the  city  of  Kieff: — 


Description, 

Number. 

Flour  mills,  steam  and  water  driven  • . 

135 

Sugar  factories  (from  beetroot) 

61 

Distilleries  ...  , « t.  .. 

72 

Saw  mills  . . . . . . . 4 

29 

Breweries  . . . . . . . . 

27 

Iron  foundries,  &c.  . . . . . . 

27 

Tobacco  factories  . . , . , . 

20 

Briekmakers  . . . . . . 

61 

Tanneries  . . . . . . . . 

33 

Railway  workshops  . . . ♦ , . , . 

7 

Glass-works  . . . , • . . . 

5 

Refineries  . . , . . . . , 

4 

Yeast- works  ..  ..  ..  •• 

4 

Paper-works  . . , . 

3 

Wire-works  ..  ..  ..  .. 

2 

Sundries  . . . . . , 

148 

Total  ..  .. 

638 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  unfortunate  raising  of  duties 
by  Germany  and  Russia  is  responsible  for  the  low  prices  ruling 
for  grain  during  latter  half  of  year,  as  well  as  entire  absence  of 
buyers,  and  everyone  conversant  with  Russia  knows  that  when 
agricultural  produce  is  unremunerative,  the  trade  of  Russia  is 
scarcely  worth  consideration.  That  the  tariff  war  with  Germany 
was  an  opportunity  for  British  manufacturers  to  step  in  and  bid 
for  the  immense  trade  held  by  Germany  formerly  is  patent  to 
everyone  acquainted  with  this  country,  and  that  the  British  manu- 
facturers utterly  failed  to  reap  any  permanent  benefit  is  also  well 
known  to  everyone  acquainted  with  Russia.  I can  personally 
testify  to  cases  where  British  manufacturers  were  asked  to  quote 
for  implements  and  machinery  similar  to  those  made  by  German 
manufacturers,  and  known  to  be  suitable  for  Russian  market,  with 
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the  result  that  British  manufacturers  regretted  very  much  not 
being  in  a position  to  quote,  owing  to  their  patterns  being  different 
and  so  much  superior,  failing  altogether  to  see  that  however  much 
their  goods  may  be  suitable  for  the  British  market,  there  is  a wider 
field  open  for  those  prepared  to  supply  goods  suitable  for,  and  made 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  other  countries.  Now  that 
the  tariff  war  with  Germany  is  over,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  Bussia  is 
inundated  with  travellers  and  offers  from  Germany,  and  the  spirit 
of  enterprise  shown  by  Germany  in  being  willing  to  adapt  her 
manufactures  to  the  requirements  of  Bussia,  bids  fair  to  ensure  the 
largest  proportion  of  Bussia’s  requirements  for  the  next  10  years 
being  supplied  by  Germany. 

The  accompanying  Annexes  A and  B give  particulars  of  the  Sugar, 
sugar  industry.  The  average  price  upon  the  Kieff  market  during 
1893,  for  prompt  delivery,  was  5 r.  8 c.  per  pood,  or  33/.  10s.  per 
ton,  while  future  delivery  was  4 r.  10  c.  per  pood,  or  27/.  per  ton, 
with  delivery  at  nearest  station,  while  the  average  price  for  the 
same  sugar  upon  the  London  market  was  14/.  15s.  per  ton.  The 
226  factories  in  Bussia  expect  a yield  of  34,863,787  poods,  or 

562.324  tons  of  sugar  from  the  “campaign”  of  1893-94,  and  of 
this  quantity  206  factories,  producing  32,946,107  poods,  or  531,392 
tons,  are  parties  to  the  “ ring  ” or  “ syndicate  ” referred  to  in  pre- 
vious reports,  while  20  factories,  producing  1,917,680  poods,  or 
30,932  tons,  do  not  participate  in  it.  The  above  yield  is  far  in 
excess  of  that  of  any  previous  year,  and  is  due  to  the  good  quality 
and  abundant  crop  of  beetroot  of  last  year.  Of  the  above  quantity 
it  is  estimated  that  for  home  consumption  400,000  tons  will  be 
required;  for  the  markets  of  Asia,  21,000  tons ; and  to  complete 
stocks  in  stores  and  factories,  40,000  tons  ; thus  leaving  about 

101.324  tons  to  be  exported  to  Europe. 

It  is  reported  that  several  of  the  sugar  factories  intend  increas-  Increase  of 
ing  area  of  beet  sown  hitherto,  the  increase  being  due  to  expected 
collapse  of  ring  or  syndicate.  The  conditions  attaching  to  partici-  cu  lva  lon' 
pation  in  ring  stipulated  that  each  factory  was  to  produce  a fixed 
quantity,  and  all  produced  above  that  quantity  had  to  be  exported 
at  whatever  loss.  The  quantity  allotted  rarely  allowed  the  factory 
to  work  full  time,  the  consequence  being  that  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion came  out  too  high,  and  in  those  cases  where  production 
exceeded  allotted  quantity,  there  was  a double  loss  in  having  to 
export  same.  On  the  other  hand,  had  these  factories  the  right  to 
work  to  their  full  capacity,  the  cost  of  production  would  be  greatly 
reduced,  and  loss  upon  quantity  exported  would  consequently  be 
much  less. 

The  annual  consumption  of  fuel  is  181,800  cubic  saschins,  equal  Fuel 
to  62,357,400  cubic  feet,  of  wood,  and  about  8,000,000  poods,  equal  to  con^med  by 
130,000  tons,  of  coal  supplied  by  Dombrowa  (Poland)  and  Don  factories. 
Basin  pits.  1 cubic  saschin,  equal  to  343  cubic  feet,  of  wood  has 
the  same  heating  effect  as  39  cwts.  of  Don  Basin  coal,  as  against 
45  cwts.  of  Dombrowa  coal. 

The  original  term  of  this  ring  or  syndicate  expires  in  1894,  and  Sugar  ring 
great  efforts  are  being  made  to  have  a new  term  arranged.  I have  ^?ause  °^e 
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sugar  being  so  often  given  particulars  of  the  baneful  influence  of  this  combina- 
imported.  tion  of  manufacturers,  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  again  go 
into  its  conception  and  history.  The  year  1893  witnessed  the 
remarkable  fact  of  Russian  Government  importing  1,714,018  poods, 
or  27,646  tons,  of  foreign-made  sugar,  consequent  upon  the  action 
of  the  ring  having  exported  the  surplus  production  of  1892-93 
campaign.  This  action  was  forced  upon  the  Government  in  order 
to  keep  the  price  upon  Kieff  market  from  rising  above  5 r.  20  c. 
per  pood,  or  32/.  5s.  per  ton,  in  accordance  with  ukase  mentioned 
in  my  report  of  1892.  Of  course  as  long  as  the  “ ring  ” is  allowed 
to  export  the  surplus  production,  there  is  the  prospect  of  price 
being  kept  high  enough  to  call  for  Government  intervention  often 
enough  in  the  future.  The  foregoing  quantity  imported  cost  the 
Government  6,225,068  r.,  or  622,506/.,  and  was  sold  by  Kieff 
branch  of  St.  Petersburg  International  Bank  on  their  behalf 
for  9,436,561  r.,  or  943,656/.,  leaving  a clear  profit  of  321,150/. 
upon  the  transaction.  It  certainly  seems  curious  to  those  unac- 
quainted with  the  wonderful  working  of  “ rings  ” or  “ syndicates  ” 
to  see  the  ring,  in  order  to  maintain  the  price  upon  home  market, 
exporting  surplus  production,  and  securing  the  excise  duty  on  same 
as  a drawback,  and  Government  having  to  step  in  and  import 
sugar  to  meet  the  demand  of  Russian  consumers,  who,  unfortu- 
nately, have  to  pay  dearer  for  sugar  on  account  of  such  actions. 
Shares  in  The  sugar  factories  of  this  district,  as  an  investment  for  capital, 

sugar  factories  may  pe  considered  as  equalling  a Californian  gold  mine  by  those 
investment  fortunate  enough  to  possess  shares.  With  factories  paying  divi- 
ior  capital,  dends  of  23,  30,  33,  38,  53,  55,  62,  and  80  per  cent,  upon  invested 
capital,  it  is  no  wonder  that  new  factories  are  projected,  and  others, 
long  standing  idle,  are  to  be  remodelled  and  started.  It  is  difficult 
to  imagine  legitimate  trading  giving  such  returns  upon  capital,  but 
as  long  as  rings  or  syndicates  are  allowed  to  exist,  there  is  every 
prospect  of  such  dividends  being  paid  out  annually.  By  law 
neither  foreigners  nor  Jews  are  allowed  to  purchase  shares  in  sugar 
factories.  Keeping  such  facts  in  view,  it  is  clear  that  the  existence 
of  rings  or  syndicates  is  a question  of  vital  importance  to  those  who 
own  factories  or  shares  in  same,  and  when  promoters  of  rings  state 
that  sugar  is  a luxury  for  the  well-to-do  portion  of  the  community, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  every  endeavour  being  made  to  prolong 
existence  of  rings. 

rublic  works.  The  drainage  of  Kieff  is  rapidly  approaching  completion,  and 
it  is  expected  that  part  of  scheme  will  be  in  operation  by  summer 
of  1894.  The  tramway  company  has  found  that  after  dispensing 
with  horse  haulage  for  steam-power,  the  engines,  taken  over  by 
them  from  original  contractor,  and  built  at  his  company’s  works  at 
Colomna,  are  far  too  weak  for  the  traffic,  besides  being  constantly 
under  repair,  and  consequently  the  whole  tramway  system  is  being 
converted  for  working  by  electricity.  The  work  is  being  carried 
out  by  the  General  Electric  Company  of  Berlin,  and  much  progress 
has  already  been  made,  and  it  is  expected  that  most  of  the  principal 
lines  will  be  open  for  traffic  in  course  of  a few  months. 
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Annex  A. — Table  showing  Quantity  of  Sugar  Manufactured  by 
the  226  Factories  having  their  Headquarters  in  Kieff,  or 
belonging  to  the  Kieff  Association  of  Sugar  Manufacturers, 
and  disposition  of  same,  for  the  Seasons  1892-93  and 
1893-94. 


Quantity. 

1892-93  (actual). 

1893-94  (estimated). 

Stock  on  liand  . . . , 

Imported  during  year. . 
Manufactured  . . 

Tons. 

24,553 

27,645 

397,559 

1 - - 

Tons. 

449,757 

419,987 

Tons. 

29,770 

562,324 

Tons. 

592,094 

562,324 

Home  consumption  . . 
Exported  to  Europe  . . 

,,  Asia 

To  complete  stock  in 
stores,  factories,  &c. . 

401,184 
18, *803 

400,000 

101,324 

21,000 

40.000 

Stock  on  hand,  December 

•• 

29,770 

j 29,770 

1892-93  (actual). 

1893-94  (estimated). 

Quantity. 

Area. 

Quantity. 

Area. 

Quantity  and  area  of 
beetroot  used  in 

Tons. 

Acres. 

Tons. 

Acres. 

manufacture. . 

3,603,090 

702,377 

5,577,461 

859,829 

Annex  B. — Table  showing  quantity  of  Sugar  Exported  by  the 
226  Factories  having  their  Headquarters  in  Kieff,  or  belonging 
to  the  Kieff  Association  of  Sugar  Manufacturers. 


Quantity 

Exported. 

l 

Value. 

i Price  per 
Ton  on 
Kieff  Market. 

1891,  from  campaign  1890-91. . 

1892,  „ 1891-92. . 

1893,  „ 1892-93.. 

Tons. 

70,725 

109,957 

18,803 

£ 

2,222,534 

8,271,221 

619,900 

£ s.  d. 
31  8 6 

29  15  0 
33  10  0 
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Commerce. 


Shipping. 


Experts. 

Prices. 


Low  prices 
due  to 
abundant 
harvest. 
Measures 
taken  by 
Government 
to  prevent 
distress. 


Salt. 


Sevastopol. 

Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  A.  W.  W.  Woodhouse  reports  as 
follows : — 

Trade  and  commerce  at  Sevastopol  during  the  year  1893, 
judging  by  the  quantity  of  grain  exported,  had  greatly  improved 
since  the  preceding  year. 

It  being  absolutely  impossible  to  get  any  official  statistics  as  to 
the  actual  amount  of  trade  done,  the  figures  given  cannot  be 
implicitly  relied  upon  as  correct,  and  therefore  only  an  estimate  of 
the  actual  state  of  affairs  during  the  year  under  consideration  can 
be  arrived  at.  I use  the  word  “ estimate  ” advisedly,  being  almost 
a total  stranger  to  Sevastopol. 

Annex  A shows  an  increase  of  100  in  the  number  of  ships 
that  visited  Sevastopol  in  1893  as  compared  with  that  of  the 
previous  year. 

The  export  of  cereals  (shown  in  Annex  B)  was  considerably 
increased  by  the  abundant  harvest  of  last  year. 

The  price  of  grain  reached  a very  low  figure,  and  had  the  pro- 
ducer been  obliged  to  sell  his  crops  for  anything  he  could  get,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  quantity  exported  would  have  reached  a far 
greater  figure. 

When  the  harvest  had  been  gathered  in  it  became  evident  that 
the  enormous  yield  would  lead  to  a great  fall  in  prices. 

To  prevent  distress  through  having  to  sell  at  any  price,  the 
Government  came  to  the  aid  of  the  producer  and  offered  to 
mortgage  his  grain  at  a certain  rate.  This  measure,  owing  to  the 
many  irksome  formalities  which  had  to  be  observed  before  the 
money  was  advanced,  proved  of  very  little  good.  To  facilitate 
matters  an  able  official,  at  the  head  of  the  Crown  banks  in  the 
province  of  Taurida,  procured  a modification  of  the  said  formalities, 
which  especially  benefited  the  peasantry,  and  the  result  exceeded 
the  most  sanguine  expectations. 

The  manner  in  which  this  was  accomplished  is  as  follows 
An  official  was  told  off  to  visit  certain  districts  and  villages.  On 
arrival  he  ascertained  the  actual  quantity  of  grain  which  it  was 
proposed  to  mortgage.  He  then  drew  up  a document  in  which  the 
amount  belonging  to  each  individual  was  enumerated,  and  in  which 
it  was  stated  that  the  grain  was  handed  over  to  the  owners 
collectively.  This  document  was  signed  by  all  parties.  They 
were  also  warned  that  should  any  of  the  grain  thus  mortgaged  be 
sold,  used,  or  in  any  way  disposed  of  until  the  debt  was  discharged, 
criminal  proceedings  would  be  instituted  against  all  of  them.  Thus 
they  were  made  controllers  of  each  other  and  joint  guardians  of 
Government  property. 

In  this  manner  the  producer  obtained  money  to  pay  his  debts 
without  having  to  sell  at  the  lowest  price  offered. 

Annex  B shows  a very  large  fall  in  the  export  of  salt ; 10,150 
tons  were  exported  in  1891,  4,980  tons  in  1892,  and  only  1,450  tons 
in  1893.  This  salt  comes  from  the  Sivash,  or  Putrid  Sea,  and,  as 
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a rule,  is  sent  to  the  north  of  Russia  either  by  rail  or  sea.  The 
falling-off  in  the  trade  at  this  port  shows  that  the  salt  is  either 
shipped  in  the  Azov,  at  Ghenichesk,  or  goes  direct  by  land. 

As  a rule,  the  price  of  this  article  is  about  9 c.  per  pood,  f.o.b.  Trice  of  salt, 
(about  12s.  a ton),  for  the  first  quality,  and  about  8 c.  for  second 
quality  (about  10s.  6d.  per  ton). 

Eupatoria  appears  as  the  strongest  competitor  in  the  salt 
market,  and  it  is  only  on  account  of  the  difference  in  freight  that 
makes  it  worth  while  to  export  this  article  from  here  at  all.  The 
reason  is  that  vessels  have  to  load  from  lighters  at  Eupatoria  while 
lying  at  anchor  in  the  roads,  and  occasionally  a ship  remains  idle 
for  days  at  a time  whenever  there  is  any  sea  on.  The  price  of 
salt  at  Eupatoria,  f.o.b.,  is  about  2s.  8d.  per  ton  cheaper  than  at 
Sevastopol.  On  the  other  hand,  freights  run  from  Qd.  to  Is.  Qd. 
and  more  higher  at  the  former  place. 

Among  exports  not  specified  in  the  return  were  horses  and  Horses  and 
cattle.  Thus  55  horses,  mostly  for  saddle  or  light  vehicle,  cat'le- 
84  bullocks,  356  cows,  and  5,941  sheep  were  sent  to  Turkey. 

There  being  no  means  of  obtaining  reliable  information  as  to  Imports, 
the  quantity  of  goods  imported,  no  return  is  given.  The  chief 
articles  of  import  were  iron  and  steel  goods  and  machinery, 
destined  principally  for  the  Government  and  the  Russian  Steam 
Navigation  Company’s  shipbuilding  yards. 

One  cargo  of  2,300  tons  of  Cardiff  coal  was  imported  by  the  c0a!. 
municipality  of  Sevastopol.  This  step  was  taken  to  ensure  the 
poorer  classes  from  being  forced  to  pay  famine  prices  for  Russian 
coal,  as  during  the  autumn  months  all  the  rolling  stock  on  the 
railways  was  occupied  in  transporting  grain,  and  it  was  feared 
that  when  the  Sea  of  Azov  froze  up  the  lines  would  be  blocked  by 
snow,  and  that  in  consequence  no  coal  would  be  able  to  reach  this 
place. 

The  town  and  suburbs  are,  as  a rule,  free  from  any  infectious  Public  health, 
diseases,  and  although  cholera  did  visit  Sevastopol  it  was  only  for 
a short  time  and  in  a very  mild  form,  very  few  succumbing  to  it. 

Many  new  houses  are  springing  up  all  about  the  town,  and  ]yevv 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  ruined  houses,  which  stand  out  buildings, 
in  glaring  relief  from  the  surrounding  edifices,  few  traces  remain 
of  its  former  dilapidated  appearance. 
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Annex  A. — ’Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Sevastopol 
during  the  Year  1893. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

154 

203,826 

154 

203,826 

Russian 

50 

46,100 

50 

46,100 

Norwegian 

17 

24,770 

17 

24,770 

Danish  

... 

15 

18,483 

15 

18,483 

French  

13 

15,780 

13 

15,780 

Greek 

"l 

2,350 

12 

12,410 

19 

14,760 

German 

4 

9,150 

4 

9,150 

Italian  

I 

”506 

4 

4,618 

5 

5,124 

Dutch  

... 

1 

2,086 

1 

2,086 

Austrian  

2 

'*920 

2 

920 

Turkish  

8 

600 

... 

... 

8 

600 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

18 

4,376 

270 

337,223 

288 

341,599 

31 

3,727 

156 

181,784 

187 

185,511 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

^“British  

149 

197.728 

149 

197,728 

’^^ussian  

"l 

*110 

52 

46j918 

53 

47,028 

Norwegian 

17 

24,770 

17 

24,770 

Danish  

15 

18,483 

15 

18,483 

„ French  

13 

15,780 

13 

15,780 

Greek  

‘”8 

2,500 

... 

10 

9,356 

18 

11,856 

German  

4 

9,150 

4 

9,150 

Italian  

***1 

*506 

3 

3,038 

2,086 

4 

3,544 

Dutch  

1 

1 

2,086 

Austrian  

’"2 

"920 

... 

2 

920 

Turkish  

8 

800 

8 

600 

-Total  

„ for  the  year 

20 

4,636 

264 

327,309 

284 

331,945 

preceding 

29 

3,599 

156 

180,485 

185 

184,084 
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Annex  B. — Return  showing  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export 
from  Sevastopol  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wheat  . . . . 

%e  1 

Barley  . . 

Oats  . . . . . . 

Linseed . • 

Rapeseed 

Maize  . . . . . . 

Flour  . . 

Oilcake  . . 

Salt  

Other  articles  . . 

Tons. 

159,492 
21,378 
1 130,625 

23,462 
3,850 
1,630 
5,034 
4,592 
1,400 
1,450 

i 

£ 

877,210 

99,407 

437,593 

92,675 

34,071 

6,846 

22,653 

46,770 

5,260 

870 

8,942 

Tons. 

108,152 

1,689 

27,746 

2,263 

1,555 

3,386 

2,428 

672 

4,980 

.. 

£ 

599,231 

7,350 

100,746 

8,679 

12,891 

14,056 

24,622 

1,536 

3,477 

6,135 

Total 

1 

1,632,297 

152,871 

778,723 

Theodosia. 

The  trade  and  commerce  of  Theodosia,  although  greatly  in-  commerce, 
creased  by  the  opening  of  the  Jankoi-Theodosia  branch  line  of 
the  Lozovo-Sevastopol  Railway,  has  not  assumed  the  proportions 
that  were  expected.  The  anticipation  of  the  removal  from  Removai  cf 
Sevastopol  to  Theodosia  of  the  commercial  port  it  was  thought  commercial 
would  have  encouraged  the  growth  of  trade  more  than  it  has  done.  port  from 
As  the  order  for  the  said  removal  seems  as  far  as  ever  from  being  to 

carried  out,  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  trade  and  shipping  will 
desert  such  a fine  harbour  as  Sevastopol,  where  there  is  almost 
every « facility,  for  such  a port  as  Theodosia,  where  the  want  of 
even  ordinary  means  of  loading  vessels  is  severely  felt. 

The  most  serious  impediment  to  shipping,  and  therefore  to  trade  Want  of 
in  general,  is  the  great  want  of  means  (1)  for  storing  grain,  &c.,  loading 
and  (2)  for  conveying  the  same  to  the  ships.  facilities. 

The  limited  number  of  warehouses  and  the  excessively  high 
prices  for  their  hire,  the  transport  of  cargoes  to  vessels  lying  in 
the  roadsteads  by  means  of  lighters,  all  make  it  difficult  to  com- 
pete with  Sevastopol,  where  vessels  of  the  greatest  draught  can 
be  berthed  alongside  any  of  the  numerous  loading  jetties,  close  to 
which  there  are  many  warehouses  and  granaries. 

Besides  all  this  the  railway  tariff  per  wagon  from  any  station  Railway 
beyond  the  junction,  viz.,  Jankoi,  is  the  same  to  Theodosia  station  tariff, 
as  to  Sevastopol  port,  and  an  extra  charge  of  1 r.  (about 
2s.  2d.)  is  made  for  sending  a wagon  from  Theodosia  station  to  the 
port,  whereas  Theodosia  is  some  32  miles  nearer  to  Jankoi  than 
Sevastopol,  and  in  any  case  the  tariff  should  not  be  higher. 

The  original  plan  of  making  the  harbour  sufficiently  large  to  New  harbour. 
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Breakwater,  i 


accommodate  15  steamers  in  its  foreign  section,  has  been  departed 
from,  and  the  actual  space  which  is  to  be  allotted  for  the  said 
purpose  will,  I am  informed,  barely  provide  berths  for  8 vessels. 

The  breakwater,  which  runs  out  in  an  easterly  direction  from 
the  south-western  extremity  of  the  bay,  is  practically  finished. 
For  some  reason  or  other  this  breakwater  has  been  made  too 
narrow  to  permit  of  its  being  used  for  loading  purposes,  and  will 
remain  as  a breakwater  pure  and  simple. 

On  this  account  a considerable  portion  of  the  harbour  will 
really  be  wasted. 

The  other  projection,  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  harbour,  has 
been  commenced  upon,  and  the  work  of  filling  in  the  portion  of 
the  harbour  on  which  the  railway  line  from  the  station  to  the 
port  is  to  run,  and  on  which  the  custom-house,  sundry  stores  and 
quays  are  to  be  built,  has  also  been  started. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  construct  two  elevators  on  the  new 
quay  instead  of  ordinary  grain  warehouses,  which  was  the  original 
plan  of  the  engineers  in  charge  of  the  harbour  works.  Piles  are 
being  driven  into  the  mud  and  are  to  serve  as  foundations  for  one 
of  the  elevators  in  question. 

The  municipality  has  suggested  the  advisability  of  a coal  depot 
being  built  within  the  limits"  of  the  port  territory  at  the  expense 
of  the  Government,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  all  coal  is  brought  by 
water. 

The  old  wooden  jetties  belonging  to  the  Eussian  Steam  Navi- 
gation and  Trading  Company  are  still  standing  and  continue  to 
be  used  by  their  mail  boats  and  other  steamers. 

Probable  date  According  to  all  accounts  the  harbour  will  not  be  completed 
of  completion  kefore  the  spring  of  1896  at  the  earliest. 

The  total  number  of  foreign  vessels  which  called  at  Theodosia 
durino-  1891  was  16,  viz. : — 14  British,  1 Eussian,  and  1 Austrian 
steamer.  During  1892  this  figure  increased  to  21,  and  comprised 
19  British,  1 Greek,  and  1 Italian  steamer. 

The  following  figures  show  that  during  1893  only  48  per 
cent,  of  the  total  number  of  foreign  vessels  and  65  per  cent,  of 
their  aggregate  tonnage  were  British. 


Elevators. 


Coal  yard. 


Wooden 

jetties. 


of  harbour. 
Shipping  and 
navigation. 


Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Theodosia  during  the  Year 

1893. 


Nationality. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

25 

31,000 

... 

25 

31,000 

French  ... 

4 

4,978 

4 

4,978 

Greek  

4 

4,046 

”*2 

*904 

6 

4,950 

Italian  

2 

3,566 

1 

608 

3 

4,074 

Belgian  

1 

1,250 

... 

... 

1 

1,250 

Austrian  

1 

1,060 

... 

1 

1,060 

Turkish  

... 

12 

*442 

12 

442 

Total  

37 

45,900 

15 

1,854 

52 

47,754 
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Of  this  number  9 British,  2 French,  1 Italian,  and  1 Austrian 
steamer  came  to  fill  up,  and  2 British  and  1 Italian  left  with  part 
cargoes  to  fill  up  elsewhere. 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  regular  mail  steamers  and 
vessels  of  the  coasting  trade  which  call  continually,  and  which,  if 
enumerated,  would  not  give  a fair  estimate  of  the  actual  trade  of 
the  port. 

The  export  of  cereals  (the  only  produce  exported  from  Theo-  ExPorts- 
dosia)  during  the  year  1893  more  than  doubled  that  of  the 
previous  year,  and  more  than  trebled  that  of  1891,  as  the  following 
return  shows : — 


Year. 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Linseed. 

Total. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1891 

16  876 

2,140 

, # 

400 

19,416 

1892., 

21,031 

5,282 

# , 

482 

26.795 

1893 

35,843 

16,236 

5,140 

1,283 

58,502 

Table  showing  the  Countries  to  which  the  said  Grain  was 
Exported  during  the  Year  1893. 


Country. 

Wheats 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Linseed. 

Total. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

France 

6,855 

4,686 

4,136 

682 

16,359 

Belgium 

13,527 

1,710 

601 

15,838 

Spain  , . . . 

6,429 

6,555 

12,984 

Italy 

6,161 

468 

6,629 

Algiers 

t * 

2,000 

2,000 

Turkey 

• . 

544 

544 

Or  eat  Britain 

, , 

, . 

520 

520 

America  . . , . 

154 

154 

Russia 

2,871 

273 

330 

3,474 

Total  .. 

35,843 

16,236 

5,140 

1,283 

58,502 

The  cargoes  stated  to  have  been  shipped  to  Kussian  ports  are 
actually  only  part  cargoes,  the  vessels  on  which  they  were  loaded 
having  merely  proceeded  to  some  other  ports  in  the  Black  Sea  to 
fill  up. 

The  imports  from  foreign  countries  are  as  yet  very  small,  and  Imports, 
as  a rule,  anything  from  abroad  destined  for  Theodosia  is  landed 
either  at  Odessa  or  at  Sevastopol,  whence  it  is  conveyed  in  vessels 
of  the  coasting  trade  to  its  destination. 

Most  of  the  grain  shipped  at  Theodosia  during  1893  on  vessels  Coasting 
of  the  coasting  trade  was  conveyed  to  the  Caucasus,  and  thence  to  trade, 
the  famine  stricken  provinces  of  the  Transcaspian  districts. 

A large  quantity  of  flour  and  wheat  was  sent  by  the  same 
vessels  to  Yalta. 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1318.  Lima. . 

Id. 

1379.  Boston  .. 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1319.  New  York 

, , 

, . 

Id. 

1380.  Palermo 

• • 

, , 

3d. 

1320.  Baghdad  and  Bnssorah 

. . 

Id. 

1381.  New  York  , • 

, , 

2d. 

1321.  Bio  de  Janeiro 

• • 

, , 

3d. 

1382.  Zanzibar  . . 

, # 

2d. 

1322.  Beunion 

, , 

• • 

, . 

3|d. 

L383.  Naples  .« 

, , 

lid. 

1323.  Berne 

. . 

. . 

id. 

1384.  Constantinople 

• • 

. . 

2d. 

1324.  Kiukiang 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres 

, t 

. , 

5|d. 

1325.  Besht 

, . 

3|d. 

1386.  Caracas  . . 

• • 

, , 

lid. 

1326.  Florence 

. . 

Id. 

1387.  Vienna  . . 

• • 

. , 

lid. 

1327.  Hakodate 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1388.  Madeira  . . 

• • 

, , 

id. 

1328.  Paris.. 

2d. 

1389.  Panama 

• • 

, , 

lid. 

1329.  Paramaribo 

. , 

. . 

lid. 

1390.  New  Orleans 

, . 

2|d. 

1330.  St.  Petersburg 

. . 

2|d. 

1391.  Manila  . . 

, . 

2d. 

1331.  Patras 

. 0 

. . 

. . 

lid. 

1392.  Foochow  .. 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1332.  Calais 

. . 

2 id. 

1393.  Ningpo  . . 

, # 

. . 

Id. 

1333.  Loanda 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1394.  Chinkiang  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1334.  Bordeaux 

, . 

, . 

2|d. 

1395.  Tamsui 

« • 

, , 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog 

.. 

. . 

Id. 

1396.  Chungking  . . 

t . 

, . 

lid. 

1336.  Galveston 

. . 

• • 

. . 

8|d. 

1397.  Philadelphia 

• . 

„ 

3|d. 

1337.  Biga.. 

2d. 

1398.  Bilbao  . . 

. . 

2|d. 

1338.  Batavia 

. . 

lid. 

1399.  Dunkirk  . . 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1339.  Boston 

, , 

, . 

, . 

lid. 

1400.  Amoy  , . 

, , 

lid. 

1340.  Baltimore 

# , 

• • 

, . 

l|d. 

1401.  Tainan  .. 

# , 

, , 

Id. 

1341.  Havre 

. , 

. . 

2|d. 

1402.  Ichang  . . 

, . 

Id. 

1342.  Vera  Cruz 

. . 

Id. 

1403.  Aleppo  . • 

, # 

Id. 

1343.  Saigon 

. . 

. . 

. . 

lid. 

1404.  Madrid 

# , 

, , 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm 

. . 

. . 

. . 

2d. 

1405.  Newchwang 

• # 

, . 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz 

, . 

lid. 

1406.  Wenchow  .. 

, , 

Id. 

1346.  Trebizond 

. . 

, , 

Id. 

1407.  Pakhoi  . . 

, # 

. , 

lid. 

1347.  Algiers 

, , 

. . 

. . 

3d. 

1408.  Hankow  .. 

, , 

Id. 

1348.  Amapala 

. . 

id. 

1409.  Amsterdam,. 

• • 

, . 

Id. 

1349.  Cherbourg 

, , 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen 

• • 

. . 

id. 

1350.  Jerusalem 

, , 

, . 

Id. 

1411.  Damascus  . . 

• « 

, , 

Id. 

1351.  Santiago 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1412.  Chefoo 

, , 

3d. 

1352.  San  Jose 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1413.  Swatow  .. 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1353.  Trieste 

, , 

• • 

, . 

3|d. 

1414.  Mannheim  . . 

t • 

, , 

lid. 

1354.  Madrid 

, , 

. , 

2d. 

1415.  Fiume 

• • 

, , 

2d. 

1355.  Teneriffe 

. . 

. . 

id. 

1416.  Athens  . . 

• • 

6d. 

1356.  Havana 

. . 

2d. 

1417.  Soul.. 

lid. 

1357.  Paraguay 

. . 

. . 

5d. 

1418.  Beyrout  . . 

0 • 

.. 

Id. 

1358.  Guayaquil 

. . 

. . 

. . 

4|d. 

1419.  Berlin 

• • 

, . 

lid. 

1359.  Cadiz 

, , 

, , 

lid. 

1420.  Nice.. 

3d, 

1360.  Marseilles 

. , 

. . 

, . 

lid. 

1421.  Yokohama  .. 

• 1 

. , 

lid. 

1361.  Brest 

. , 

. . 

. , 

Id. 

1422.  Maracaibo  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1362.  Sjra . . 

. . 

. . 

2|d. 

1423.  Tunis  .. 

, # 

, . 

l|d. 

1363.  Suakin 

, , 

. . . 

Id. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

, , 

Id. 

1364.  Callao 

. . 

, . 

Id. 

1425.  Bio  Grande  do  Sul. . 

, , 

7d. 

1365.  Pirseus 

, , 

, . 

, . 

2d. 

1426.  Erzeroum  . . 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1366.  Stettin 

, . 

, , 

2d. 

1427.  Christiania  . . 

, , 

5|d. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

, . 

2id. 

1428.  Charleston  . . 

, . 

5|d. 

1368.  Angora 

. . 

Id. 

1429.  Meshed  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

• « 

. . 

t . 

2d. 

1430.  Copenhagen. . 

. . 

. . 

id. 

1370.  Genoa 

, . 

. . 

. . 

3id. 

1431.  Galveston  .. 

. . 

2|d. 

1371.  Batoum 

. . 

2d. 

1432.  Hamburg  . . 

. . 

. . 

2|d. 

1372.  Eouen 

. . 

2|d. 

1433.  Brindisi  . . 

, , 

, , 

2|d. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

, , 

. . 

id. 

1434.  Gothenburg. . 

, . 

2d. 

1374.  Nantes 

. . 

. . 

lid. 

1435.  Kiungchow . . 

. . 

. . 

l|d. 

1375.  Taganrog 

. . 

. . 

2|d. 

1436.  St.  Petersburg 

. . 

. . 

id. 

1376.  Ispahan 

. . 

4id. 

1437.  Malaga 

, . 

. . 

Id. 

1377.  Leghorn 

. . 

2d. 

1438.  Chicago 

. . 

2|d. 

1378.  Cagliari 

•• 

•• 

• • 

Id. 

1439.  Odessa  .. 

.. 

•• 

2d. 
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TABREEZ. 

Mr.  Wood  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

My  Lord,  Tabreez , June  20,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  my  Trade  Report  for 
the  Province  of  Azerbaijan  for  the  year  1893-94. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  CECIL  G.  WOOD. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  the  Province  of  Azerbaijan  for  the  Year 

1893-94. 

Abstract  of  Contents. 

Page 


Statistics..  *.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . ..  ..  1 

Imports  . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Exports  ..  ••  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . ..  ..  2 

Imports  . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Population  • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Crops  . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Lake  Urumiali  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Transport  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Dues  ..  ••  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 

Commercial  usages  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Weights  and  measures  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 

Exchange,  currency,  &c.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 5 

Various  trade  routes  and  distances  . . . . . . . . . . , . 6 

Method  of  conducting  import  business  . . . . . . . . . . 6 


The  following  tables  of  export  and  import  are  based  upon  the  Statistics, 
statistics  furnished  me  by  the  Tabreez  custom-house  authorities, 
but,  having  found  that  in  many  items  these  amounts  did  not 
represent  the  business  actually  done,  I have  had  to  increase  or 
diminish  the  values  according  to  the  information  afforded  me  by 
independent  merchants. 

The  imports  show  a falling-off  of  441,540/.,  and  the  exports  Imports, 
of  189,834/.,  compared  with  the  totals  attained  in  the  preceding 
year. 

(1827) 
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Under  this  last  heading  a difference  of  40.000/.  at  least  is 
attributable  to  the  fact  that  “ Tombaku  ” (Narghile  tobacco)  is 
now  no  longer  forwarded  to  Turkey  via  the  north,  for  the  Turkish 
Monopoly  Company,  in  whose  hands  it  is,  have  found  it  to  their 
advantage  to  send  it  via  Bushire.  They  are  thus  enabled  to 
warehouse  their  stock  in  Alexandria,  and  have  only  to  pay  the 
Turkish  dues,  amounting  to  3 pias.  per  kilo.,  as  it  is  required 
and  withdrawn,  whereas  transmission  through  Tabreez  would  entail 
the  immediate  payment  of  duty  on  all  stock  on  its  crossing  the 
frontier. 


List  of  Exports  from  March  21,  1893,  to  March  21,  1894. 


Yalue. 

Articles. 

To  Europe 
and  Turkey. 

To  Russia. 

£ 

£ 

Cotton-cloth,  plain 

426 

4,240 

Raisins 

1,180 

31,574 

Dried  fruits  . . 

12,000 

. , 

Almonds  . . , . 

441 

35,581 

Hides,  skins,  leather 
Tombaku  . . 

428 

12,238 

1,218 

7,114 

Carpets  . . . . 

42,000 

620 

Colonial  goods 

2,491 

Tea 

. . 

3,111 

Rice . . 

798 

46 

Coloured  cottons  . . 

. . 

533 

Tobacco  . * 

.. 

666 

Shawls 

21,658 

572 

Orpiment  * . . . 

68 

643 

Opium 

4,377 

• • 

Wool  and  cotton  . . 

500 

511 

Silk  and  wastes 

666 

. . 

Re^swax  ..  .. 

. . 

600 

Gall-nuts  . . 

322 

789 

Dyes 

176 

468 

Eatables  and  liquors 

. . 

1,333 

Sundries 

2,440 

7,789 

Total 

88,100 

111,517 

v 

T 

Grand  total 

•• 

199,617 

TABREEZ. 
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List  of  Imports  from  March  21,  1893,  to  March  21,  1894. 


Value. 

Description. 

From 
Europe, 
exclusive 
of  Russia. 

From 

Russia. 

Remarks. 

Cotton  goods,  gray  and 
plain  . . 

£ 

74,554 

£ 

Manchester  goods 

Cotton  goods,  coloured. . 

114,204 

20, *240 

Manchester  goods,  with  ex- 

Woollen goods  . . 

17,000 

ception  of  920  bales  from 
Russia 

From  Bradford,  England 

Cloth,  woollen  . . 

25,400 

**320 

From  Austria,  Germany,  and 

Silk  and  velvets. . 

6,688 

Russia 

From  France  principally 

Gold  laces,  threads 

6,700 

# , 

From  Bavaria 

Glassware  • . 

8,609 

9,168 

From  Austria,  Germany,  and 

Sugar  . . . . 

48,888 

Russia 

From  Russia 

Matches  . . 

4,050 

40 

From  Austria  principally 

Petroleum 

# # 

3,977 

From  Russia 

Tea  

27,000 

, , 

From  England  and  British 

Spirits  and  wines 

1,834 

410 

colonies 

From  France  principally 

Paper 

1,260 

1,500 

From  Austria  and  Russia 

Drugs 

573 

93 

From  England 

Linen 

348 

96 

From  England 

Indigo  and  cochineal  . . 

499 

1,056 

From  British  India 

Candles  . . 

305 

450 

From  France  and  Russia 

Wooden  goods  .. 

117 

260 

From  Austria  and  Russia 

Haberdashery  . . 

26,670 

Kibbon  and  laces 

4,500 

, # 

Sundries.. 

1,993 

673 

Metals  . . 

1,300 

766 

Total  . . . . 

323,604 
v 

87,937 

J 

Grand  total 

411,541 

General  Remarks. 

Azerbaijan  is  the  wealthiest  and  most  populated  province  of 
Persia.  Its  revenues,  amounting  to  some  250,000/.,  represent  a 
quarter  of  the  revenues  of  Iran. 

Its  population,  as  nearly  as  can  be  estimated  in  a country  Population, 
where  the  census  is  unknown,  totals  some  2,000,000  souls,  of 
whom  about  200,000  inhabit  the  capital  of  Tabreez,  the  largest 
town  in  Persia,  and  the  centre  in  the  past  of  the  greatest  com- 
mercial activity.  It,  however,  still  preserves  a moderate  trade. 

Enormous  quantities  of  wheat,  barley,  raisins,  and  almonds  Crops, 
are  harvested  yearly,  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  roads  and  conse- 
quent cost  of  transport,  much  of  the  cereals  is  left  to  rot  in 
stores. 
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Urumiali. 


Transport. 


Dues. 


Commercial 

usages. 

Weights  and 
measures. 


The  great  salt  lake  of  Urumiah  which  might  be  made  into  a 
cheap  and  efficient  means  of  transport  between  the  wealthy 
districts  around  it  and  Tabreez,  still  floats  but  three  20-ton  sailing 
boats,  which  belong  to  the  Governor  of  Maragha,  who  farms  the 
monopoly  of  the  transport  and  allows  of  no  competitor  in  the 
lists. 


Reasons  of  the  Gradual  Decline  of  Trade  and  Commerce  in 

Azerbaijan . 

In  the  past  Tabreez  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  being  the  “entre- 
pot ” for  European  produce  coming  to  the  northern  provinces  of 
Persia.  The  opening  of  the  Suez  Canal  came  as  the  first  blow 
to  its  supremacy  in  this  line  and  the  stopping  of  transit  through 
Russia  put  an  end  to  it. 

Goods  now  find  their  way  to  the  southern  provinces  principally 
through  Bushire  and  Baghdad. 

Ispahan  and  Shiraz  have  now  become  the  “ entrepots.’’ 
Teheran  drawing  the  greater  part  of  its  requirements  from 
Russia.  The  capital  in  former  years  used  to  provide  itself  almost 
exclusively  from  Tabreez. 

The  province  of  Ghelan  and  Khorassan  are  furnished  by 
Russia. 

The  rates  of  transport  on  the  Bushire  route  are  considerably 
cheaper  than  those  of  Trebizond-Erzeroom,  where  for  the  last 
year  they  have  ruled  at  2>\l.  per  kanter  (500  lbs.  weight)  as 
against  half  the  amount  merchants  were  accustomed  to  pay. 

Another,  and,  I may  say,  a most  important  cause  of  the  very 
unsatisfactory  state  of  trade  of  this  year  is  the  great  depreciation 
in  the  price  of  silver,  which  from  3s.  2d.  per  ounce  in  1893  has 
now  fallen  to  2s.  3 ^d.  per  ounce,  or  a decline  of  almost  30  per 
cent. 

Goods  being  sold  here  on  a long  credit,  merchants  who 
calculated  their  cost  on  the  exchange  ruling  on  the  day  of  sale, 
found  themselves  when  the  time  came  for  remitting,  faced  by 
large  differences,  owing  to  the  constant  decline  of  the  white 
metal. 


Various  Dues , Commercial  Usages , $e. 

Sugar  pays  5^  per  cent. ; tea  pays  10  per  cent,  for  natives 
and  5 per  cent,  for  foreigners,  who  have  the  privilege  of  paying 
in  kind. 

Cottons  are  sold  at  11  months’  or  25  months’ date ; cloth  is 
sold  at  4 months’  to  8 months’  date ; sugar,  strictly  cash ; tea, 
strictly  cash. 

The  miskal  equals  24  nokh sands  equal  4*6  grammes. 

The  maund  or  batman  of  Tabreez  equals  1,000  miskals  for  dry 
measures,  but  the  batman  of  sugar,  tea,  flour,  spices  and  native 
drugs  only  equals  640  miskals. 


TABREEZ. 
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Exchange. 

For  some  time  past  business  transactions  have  been  subjected 
to  great  disturbances  through  the  general  vacillation  in  the  price 
of  silver,  or  rather  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  that  metal, 
and  traders  in  countries  such  as  this  where  the  silver  currency 
itself,  to  begin  with,  is  not  of  the  highest  character,  and  where 
gold  as  a medium  of  exchange  is  unknown,  have  been  subjected 
to  great  losses. 

The  Persian  kran  is  a silver  coin  of  which  10  make  a toman. 

With  its  equivalent  in  copper  mintage  it  forms  the  staple 
currency  of  the  country. 

20  shais  “ black  money  ” (copper)  go  to  a kran. 

As  for  the  nominal  unity  yclept  toman  it  has  fallen  from  its 
grand  estate  during  the  13th  century,  when  it  represented  1,000 
dinars. 

The  dinar  being  a coin  of  52  grains  and  very  nearly  equal  to 
10s.,  a toman  in  those  days  was  therefore  almost  equal  to 
5,000/. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  know,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  J. 

Rabino,  the  chief  manager  of  the  Imperial  Bank  of  Persia,  that  a 
forced  paper  currency  was  put  into  circulation  at  about  the  same 
period,  and  that  Tabreez  had  the  doubtful  honour  of  being  the 
first  city  initiated  in  such  a commodity. 

Since  1891,  when  the  toman  was  worth  5s.  9 d.,  its  value  has  Value  of  the 
been  decreasing  until  to  day,  when  it  only  represents  4s.  6d. toman* 

The  general  depreciation  in  silver  has  had  much  to  say  to 
this  fall  in  the  value  of  the  currency,  but  a great  deal  is 
also  due  to  the  will  of  the  farmer  of  the  Persian  Mint  at 
Teheran,  who  acknowledges  no  control,  uses  imperfect  machinery, 
and  cares  not  to  employ  the  aid  of  competent  chemists  or 
engineers. 

Notwithstanding  the  haphazard  manner  in  which  the  Mint 
proceeds,  the  loss  to  the  public  is  not  such  as  one  might  be  led 
to  expect,  for  on  the  testimony  of  the  said  Director  of  the 
Imperial  Bank  of  Persia  2 per  cent,  at  most  covers  the  de- 
ficiencies in  the  value  and  weight  of  the  kran. 

The  kran  has  therefore  enjoyed  for  many  year^  a fictitious 
value  superior  to  its  intrinsic  worth,  but  this  may  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  about  half  the  currency  coined  in  any  one 
year,  either  returns,  in  one  shape  or  other,  to  the  Imperial 
Treasury  where  it  is  lost  to  the  circulation,  or  is  hidden  by  its 
lucky  possessors,  whereby  the  supply  remaining  in  actual  circula- 
tion does  not  satisfy  the  demand. 


The  values  of  different  currency  to-day  are  as  follows  : — 

Krans. 

11 = 50 

Paper  rouble  ..  ..  ,,  5 to  6J 

Turkish  lira  . . . . . . 44  to  46 

Silver  franc  . . , , . , 2 to  2£ 


6 


PERSIA. 


Various  Routes  and  Distances , in  Day's  Marching , by  which 
Merchandise  arrives  in  Persia. 

Trebizond  on  the  Black  Sea,  Baghdad,  and  the  Persian 
Gulf. 

From  Trebizond  to  Tabreez,  from  32  day3  in  winter  to 
70  days  in  summer,  when  the  beasts  of  burden  are  permitted  to 
pasture  along  the  route. 

Tabreez  to  Teheran,  14  days  to  18  days. 

Baghdad  to  Teheran,  via  Khanakhin,  Kermanshah,  and 
Hamadan,  about  28  days,  according  to  the  season. 

Bushire  to  Teheran,  about  46  days,  including  stoppages. 
Bushire  to  Shiraz,  10  days. 

Shiraz  to  Ispahan,  14  days. 

Ispahan  to  Teheran,  14  days. 

Teheran  to  Tabreez,  18  days. 


Manner  in  which  the  Import  Business  through  Trebizond  is 
carried  out. 

Most  of  the  principal  importers  of  Tabreez  have  correspondents 
residing  at  Constantinople,  who  look  after  the  purchase  and 
transmission  of  European  merchandise  for  them. 

The  goods  are  sent  direct  to  a commission  agent  at  Trebizond. 
On  arrival  of  the  consignment  at  that  place  it  is  opened  by  the 
custom-house  officials,  who,  after  verification  of  the  contents, 
deliver  a u teskere  ” indicating  their  nature  and  value. 

The  commission  agent  then  gives  a guarantee  that  the  said 
goods  are  destined  for  Persia,  and  engages  at  the  same  time  to 
produce  proofs,  after  a Reasonable  delay,  of  their  having  passed 
over  the  Turkish  frontier,  for,  on  the  non-production  of  such 
evidence,  the  goods  are  considered  as  having  remained  and  having 
been  sold  in  contraband  in  Turkey,  and  in  this  case  the  com- 
mission agent  is  called  upon  to  pay  a double  duty,  amounting  to 
16  per  cent. 

The  goods  are  then  sealed  and  forwarded  to  Erzeroum,  where 
the  seals  are  examined  and  certificates  given  according  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  case.  Caravan  drivers  then  take  possession  of 
them,  accompanied  by  lists. 

In  practice,  of  course,  matters  do  not  proceed  so  smoothly  as 
the  above  would  make  it  appear,  for,  during  mid- winter,  snows  and 
storms  interfere  with  the  transport  traffic,  and  merchandise  often 
accumulates  at  such  a rate  at  the  Trebizond  custom-house  that  on 
the  re-opening  of  the  roads,  or  rather  tracks,  it  often  happens 
that  there  are  not  sufficient  beasts  of  burden  for  the  purposes 
required  of  them,  whence  delay,  much  increased  cost  of  transport, 
and  consequent  losses  are  entailed  upon  importers  beyond  the 
usual  deficiencies  caused  by  robbery  or  the  negligence  of  the 
drivers. 
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New  Series  of  Reports 


Repoets  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page  : — 


No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1323.  Berne 

, . 

, # 

Id. 

1 1382.  Zanzibar 

. . 

..  2d. 

1324.  Kiukiang 

. . 

id. 

' 1383.  Naples  s. 

..  lid. 

1325.  Resht 

. . 

. . 

3id. 

1384.  Constantinople 

. . 

. . 2d. 

1326.  Florence 

, . 

Id. 

1 1385.  Buenos  Ayres 

..  5id. 

1327.  Hakodate  . . 

Id. 

1386.  Caracas 

..  lid. 

1328.  Paris 

, , 

2d. 

1387.  Vienna 

. , 

..  lid. 

1329.  Paramaribo. . 

. , 

lid. 

1388.  Madeira 

..  id. 

1330.  St.  Petersburg 

. . 

2id. 

1389.  Panama 

. . 

..  lid. 

1331.  Patras 

lid. 

1390.  New  Orleans 

..  2id. 

1332.  Calais 

2id. 

1391.  Manila 

. , 

..  2d. 

1333.  Loanda 

Id. 

1392.  Foochow 

..  Id. 

1334.  Bordeaux  . . 

2id. 

1393.  Ningpo 

..  Id. 

1335.  Taganrog  . . 

. . 

Id. 

1394.  Chinkiang  . . 

. . 

Id. 

1836.  Galveston  . . 

8id. 

1395.  Tamsui 

. , 

..  Id. 

1337.  Riga,. 

2d. 

1396.  Chungking  . . 

..  lid. 

1338.  Batavia 

lid. 

1397.  Philadelphia 

..  3id. 

1339.  Boston 

# , 

lid. 

1398.  Bilbao 

, , 

..  2id. 

1340.  Baltimore  . . 

, # 

, 4 

lid. 

1399.  Dunkirk  . . 

..  Id. 

1341.  Havre 

. , 

2id. 

1400.  Amoy 

..  lid. 

1342.  Yera  Cruz  . . 

, . 

Id. 

1401.  Tainan 

..  Id. 

1343.  Saigon 

. . 

, , 

lid. 

1402.  Ichang 

..  Id. 

1344.  Stockholm  . . 

, . 

# , 

2d. 

1403.  Aleppo 

..  Id. 

1345.  G-alatz 

0 • 

lid. 

1404.  Madrid 

..  Id. 

1346.  Trebizond  .. 

# , 

Id. 

1405.  Newchwang 

. , 

..  Id. 

1347.  Algiers 

1406.  Wenchow  . . 

. , 

..  id. 

1348.  Amapala 

. . 

id. 

1407.  Pakhoi 

. . 

. lid. 

1349.  Cherbourg  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1408.  Hankow 

, , 

..  Id. 

1350.  Jerusalem 

Id. 

1409:  Amsterdam 

, , 

..  Id. 

1351.  Santiago 

t , 

• • 

Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen 

..  id. 

1352.  San  Jose 

. , 

, # 

Id. 

1411.  Damascus  .. 

..  Id. 

1353.  Trieste 

, . 

3id. 

1412.  Cliefoo 

..  3d. 

1354.  Madrid  . , 

, # 

2d. 

1413.  Swatow 

..  Id. 

1355.  Teneriffe  . . 

id. 

1414.  Mannheim  . . 

. . lid. 

1356.  Havana 

2d. 

1415.  Fiume 

, , 

..  2d. 

1357.  Paraguay  . . 

5d. 

1416.  Athens 

..  6d. 

1358.  Guayaquil  .. 

• • 

• « 

4id. 

1417.  Soul.. 

. . lid. 

1359.  Cadiz 

, . 

, , 

lid. 

1418.  Beyrout 

, . 

..  Id. 

1360.  Marseilles  . , 

, . 

lid. 

1419.  Berlin 

..  lid. 

1361.  Brest 

Id. 

1420.  Nice . . 

, , 

..  3d. 

1362.  Syra . . 

, « 

2id. 

1421.  Yokohama 

, . 

..  lid. 

1363.  Suakin 

, , 

Id. 

1422.  Maracaibo  .. 

..  Id. 

1364.  Callao 

Id. 

1423.  Tunis 

. , 

..  lid. 

1365.  Piraeus 

. . 

2d. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

..  Id. 

1366.  Stettin 

# # 

2d. 

1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.. 

..  7d. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

# # 

2id. 

1426.  Erzeroum  , . 

..  Id. 

1368.  Angora 

, # 

Id. 

1427.  Christiania  . . 

# , 

..  5id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

2d. 

1428.  Charleston  . . 

, # 

..  5id. 

1370.  Genoa 

, , 

3id. 

1429.  Meshed 

..  Id. 

1371.  Batoum 

, , 

2d. 

1430.  Copenhagen 

, , 

..  id. 

1372.  Rouen 

2id. 

1431.  Galveston  . . 

..  2id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

id. 

1432.  Hamburg  . . 

, , 

..  2id. 

1374.  Nantes  , . 

# , 

, , 

lid. 

1433.  Brindisi  . . 

..  2id. 

1375.  Taganrog  . . 

• . 

2id. 

1434.  Gothenburg 

..  2d. 

1376.  Ispahan 

• . 

. . 

4id. 

1435.  Kmngchow.. 

# # 

..  Id. 

1377.  Leghorn 

• . 

. . 

2d. 

1436.  St.  Petersburg 

• . 

..  id. 

1378.  Cagliari 

• . 

• 1 

Id. 

1437.  Malaga 

Id. 

1379.  Boston 

• . 

• ' 

Id. 

1438.  Chicago 

..  2id. 

1380.  Palermo 

3d. 

1439.  Odessa 

, , 

..  2d. 

1381.  New  York  .. 

1410.  Tabreez 

. ♦ 

..  id. 
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Consul  Hawes  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley . 

My  Lord,  lahiti.  May  12,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  my  Report  on  the  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  Tahiti  for  the  year  1893. 

1 have,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  G.  S.  HAWES. 
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Shipping  and  Navigation. 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Papeete,  Tahiti,  during 
the  Year  1893. 

Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

10 

1,386 

11 

5,225 

21 

6,611 

French  

2 

1,475 

2 

1,475 

,,  coasters*  ... 

258 

8,292 

258 

8,292 

American 

15 

5,432 

15 

5,432 

Danish  

2 

939 

2 

939 

Norwegian 

2 

1,041 

2 

1,041 

* In  this  number  are  included  sloops  and  small  cutters  engaged  merely  in  the  local  trade  of  the 
ports  of  Tahiti. 

(1825) 
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Mail  service 
between  Tahiti 
and  San 
Francisco. 


Steam  com- 
munication 
with 

Auckland. 


Copra. 


Cleared. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

11 

1,428 

11 

5,225 

22 

6,653 

French  

1 

683 

1 

683 

,,  coasters  ... 

252 

7,606 

252 

7,606 

American 

15 

5,432 

15 

5,432 

Danish  

2 

939 

2 

939 

Norwegian 

1 

493 

1 

498 

Mails  are  still  carried  between  these  ports  by  sailing  vessels, 
which,  however,  now  call  again  at  the  Marquesas  on  route  here. 

A line  of  steamers,  monthly,  to  connect  with  the  Sydney-San 
Francisco  steamers  at  Samoa  was  lately  proposed,  but  has  been 
rejected  by  the  Conseil-Gen^ral,  as,  in  reality,  it  was  only  a 
passenger  and  mail  service,  transhipment  of  freight  not  being 
practical. 

An  inspector  of  the  Messageries  Maritimes  Steamship  Company 
has  recently  been  here  to  examine  into  the  feasibility  of  putting 
on  a through  line  of  steamers  from  Noumea  to  San  Francisco 
calling  at  Tahiti  and  the  Marquesas.  The  company  is  prepared 
to  establish  this  line  if  the  home  Government  in  Paris  will  pay  a 
large  annual  subsidy,  some  such  figure  as  3,000,000  fr.  would  be 
demanded,  but  at  present  it  does  not  appear  probable  that  any 
subsidy  would  be  accorded. 

Steam  communication  with  Auckland  is  still  regularly  main- 
tained by  the  steamship  u Richmond,”  belonging  to  the  firm  of 
Donald  and  Edenborough. 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tahiti  during  the 

Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

{ Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beche-de-mer 

Lbs. 

£ 

24,600 

£ 

344 

Coffee 

24*000 

1*610 

76,600 

2,572 

Cotton,  in  bales 

„ 

620,356 

23,506 

463,234 

14,196 

Dessicated  cocoanut... 

# 

• 9 

37,500 

637 

34,865 

689 

Fungus 

» 

18,112 

182 

26,358 

342 

Vanilla  

99  •#. 

29,858 

5,068 

25,560 

4,418 

Cotton  seed  

Tons 

160 

343 

146 

365 

Copra  

9* 

2,875 

33,314 

4,275 

47,090 

Mother-of-pearl  shell 

19  ••• 

566 

68,124 

593 

51,696 

Cocoanuts  

Number  ... 

624,381 

2,230 

665,660 

2,409 

Oranges  

Hides 

99 

4,074,000 

2,904 

2,884,000 

2,114 

99  ••• 

441 

78 

823 

152 

Lime  juice 

Gallons  ... 

9,000 

400 

'**100 

Wax  

... 

Wool  

::: 

1,738 

Others  

1,890 

15 

Total 

- 

130,286 

... 

128,240 

Copra  continues  to  be  produced  in  about  the  same  quantities 
as  last  year,  1892,  although  the  return  shows  a decrease  of  over 
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1,000  tons,  it  should  be  remembered  that  a portion  of  the  copra 
made  in  1893  was  shipped  in  the  early  part  of  this  year  and  will 
be  shown  in  the  return  for  1894. 

Vanilla  is  decreasing  somewhat  on  account  of  the  very  low  Yaniik. 
prices  paid  here ; the  consequence  of  the  lack  of  demand  in  the 
United  States  and  Europe. 

The  result  of  the  diving  season  at  the  Paumotus,  now  in  full  Shells  of  the 
activity,  without  the  means  of  the  diving  dress,  shows  that  the  ^rou^11 
assertions  made  as  a reason  for  suppressing  the  diving  apparatus 
(scaphandres),  viz.,  that  an  injury  was  done  by  their  operations 
to  the  production  of  the  shell  beds,  were  groundless,  nay,  more,  it 
is  practically  proved  that  the  scaphandres  have  actually  increased 
the  fertility  and  production  of  the  shell  banks.  For  there  is  a 
marked  increase  in  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  shells  now 
raised  by  the  naked  divers  in  those  islands  which  in  1890-91  were 
most  thoroughly  worked  by  the  scaphandres. 

The  Gambier  or  Mangareva  Group  has  produced  this  season  Shells  of  the 
some  100  tons  of  shell  of  a quality  rather  better  than  that  of  last,  Gambier 
but  still  much  inferior  to  the  Paumotu  black-edged  shells.  Group. 
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Opium. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tahiti  during  the 
Years  1892-93. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1893. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Live  stock  

1 £ 

2,408 

£ 

816 

Salt  provisions  

5,831 

8,183 

Flour  

Lbs. 

2,238,830 

10,580 

2,338*830 

8,470 

Rice  

442,721 

2,166 

456,654 

1,758 

Biscuits  

,,  ... 

392,300 

2,874 

361,840 

1,970 

Potatoes  

227,741 

381 

192,733 

390 

Beans  

39,292 

194 

60,737 

330 

Sugar- 

Refined  

296,830 

2,983 

146,333 

1,625 

Brown  

n 

140,643 

942 

48,501 

387 

Tea  

7,411 

364 

11,520 

462 

Coffee 

48,485 

1 1,364 

800 

31 

Olive  oil  

Gallons  ... 

1,412 

465 

1,300 

407 

Vegetables  

Lb?. 

6,769 

259 

200 

Onions 

67,690 

231 

67^298 

220 

Wheat 

n ... 

58,658 

191 

48,127 

137 

Barley 

,, 

331,368 

748 

321,149 

623 

Oats  

5 

Bran  

58*150 

110 

62^293 

" 87 

Opium 

318 

254 

993 

785 

Wine — 

Red,  in  cask  

Gallons  ... 

12,497 

764 

34,110 

1,426 

,,  bottle  

,, 

878 

280 

330 

68 

White,  in  cask  

,, 

4,981 

460 

3,800 

252 

,,  bottle  

n 

407 

120 

516 

100 

Champagne 

*> 

242 

256 

400 

224 

Absinthe  

4,048 

962 

2,000 

450 

Vermouth  

... 

502 

101 

200 

39 

Gin  

n ••• 

90 

16 

53 

10 

Rum  

I) 

67 

9 

Whiskey  

ft  *•' 

66 

27 

54 

20 

Beer  

1,867 

328 

4,160 

495 

Bitters 

n 

140 

50 

85 

55 

Amerpicon  

it  ••• 

)>  *.»» 

182 

40 

87 

18 

Liqueurs,  assorted  

902 

345 

680 

260 

Cognac  

n ••• 

3,906 

750 

1,973 

485 

Other  liquors-. 

ii  ••• 

925 

256 

625 

158 

Vinegar  

658 

44 

325 

22 

Mineral  waters  

Cases 

11 

19 

162 

Linseed  oil  

Gallons  ... 

3,014 

338 

153 

Turpentine  

,, 

1,413 

465  | 

*147 

17 

Oils  

85  | 

53 

Sweet  biscuits 

LbsV 

20*288 

431 

12,830 

311 

Coals 

Tons 

2,637 

1,748  1 

1,280 

Bricks 

Mil. 

13  1 

*"  60 

45 

Cement  

Lbs. 

44,000 

43 

Iron  

11  ... 

13,370 

55  1 

2,*  400 

Timber 

... 

3,649  | 

2,630 

Hay  

Lbs/**  ... 

4,818 

10 

7*871 

12 

Drugs 

65*084 

364 

410 

Paints 

Lbs.  * ... 

848  j 

51*068 

632 

Soap  

ii  ••• 

445,178 

2,951  ! 

358,611 

2,166 

Perfumery  

824  | 

230 

Tobacco  and  cigars 

976  j 

642 

Matches  j 

Gross 

8^300 

748 

*!h  810 

720 

Calico 

Yards 

177,016 

1,760 

200,614 

503 

Parens 

,, 

200,667 

2,307  I 

325,809 

3,715 

Denims  

11  ... 

28,173 

640 

34,386 

769 

Silks  

91  ... 

260 

274 

Muslins 

11 

103^090 

1,219  I 

118,'  551 

1,344 

Prints 

11 

362,624 

4,576 

331,758 

3,600 

Other  cloths 

10,794 

4,140 

Ships’  stores 

46,’  800 

2,104 

1,942 

Kerosene  

Gallons  ... 

1,784 

39^045 

1,424 

Other  articles ...  

47,729 

Total 

... 

... 

75,669 

... 

108,266 

The  sale  of  opium  has  since  the  beginning  of  this  year  ceased 
to  be  farmed  out  by  the  Government,  and  is  now  carried  on 
directly  by  the  authorities  as  a Regie.  This  will  certainly  have 


TAHITI. 


0 

a good  effect  in  preventing  to  some  extent  the  contraband  sale 
of  the  article. 

In  the  Marquesas  Group  the  sale  of  opium  has  been  absolutely  s^le  pro- 
prohibited.  This  had  become  a measure  of  prime  necessity,  as  Marquesas^6 
the  native  population  there  were  slaves  to  the  habit,  and  used  Group, 
the  drug  to  the  greatest  excess-  But  it  is  interesting  to  note, 
in  view  of  the  efforts  now  being  made  to  control  the  use  of 
opium  in  India  and  elsewhere,  that  since  the  suppression  of  the 
sale  of  opium  in  the  Marquesas,  the  demand  for  ardent  spirits  Demand  for 
has  suddenly  and  rapidly  increased  in  that  group.  The  opium  spmts' 
user  was  not  as  a rule  a consumer  of  liquor.  But  of  the  two 
evils  liquor  was  certainly  the  least  in  the  Marquesas,  for  the 
opium  habit  there  would  in  all  probability  have  meant  destruc- 
tion to  the  race. 

The  opium  habit  was  acquired  in  the  Marquesas  during  the  Opium  habit, 
past  15  years  from  the  Chinese  resident  there.  It  is  singular 
that  in  Tahiti,  with  a much  larger  Chinese  population,  the 
custom  of  using  the  drug  has  not  spread  to  any  serious  extent 
amongst  the  natives. 

The  protective  duty  of  25  centimes  per  kilo,  on  all  imported  Sugar- 
sugar  has  had  the  effect  of  stimulating  the  production  of  that 
article  here.  There  will  be  produced  this  year  probably  about 
100  tons,  which  will  still  be  considerably  below  the  local 
demand. 

Exchange. 

The  Chilian  and  Peruvian  dollar  continues  to  depreciate  in  The  deprecia- 
value,  but  is  yet  far  above  the  actual  or  bullion  value,  being  ^jp165 
still  worth  about  2s.  6d.  per  dob,  whereas  the  actual  bullion  value  Chilian 
is  not  more  than  2s.  sterling,  if  even  so  much.  dollar. 

The  value  of  silver  here  is  regulated  principally  by  its  cost  in 
the  French  local  paper  currency,  and  the  constant  absorption  of 
the  silver  by  the  natives,  who  hoard  the  dollars  up,  keeps  the 
stock  of  dollars  low  and  prevents  their  fall  to  their  true  value, 
which,  however,  must  come  sooner  or  later. 

As  the  value  of  the  dollar  depreciates  the  price  of  goods 
necessarily  rises  in  proportion,  so  that  a balance  is  maintained  in 
trade,  for  the  same  reason  the  prices  of  produce  purchased  in 
Chilian  coin  are  augmenting,  without,  of  course,  benefit  to  the 
producer,  who  has  to  pay  more  for  the  goods  he  wants  to  buy, 
frequently,  indeed,  in  greater  proportion  to  the  increased  rates  he 
gets  for  his  shells,  &c. 


Agriculture. 

Coffee  is  being  planted  by  the  natives  to  a small  extent  in  Coffee. 
Tahiti  and  Kurutu.  It  is  to  l3e  hoped  that  this  culture  by  native 
planters  may  be  adopted  instead  of  that  of  vanilla  and  cotton,  for 
in  the  amount  of  coffee  that  could  be  produced  by  the  natives  on 
their  own  lands,  we  would  have  the  solution  of  the  difficulty  so 
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Cotton. 


Jute. 


Oils. 
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long  felt,  viz  , to  find  a profitable  culture  which  could  be  carried 
on  by  the  native  and  his  family  without  expensive  buildings  or 
machinery. 

Referring  to  the  coffee  plantation  mentioned  in  my  report  for 
last  year  (Annual  Series  No.  1210)  as  worked  on  recognised 
principles  of  cultivation,  I am  informed  by  the  owner  that  it  is 
now  in  a most  satisfactory  condition,  and  indeed  in  advance  of  hi3 
expectations  this  time  hast  year.  He  is  of  opinion  there  can  be  no 
question  as  to  the  culture  of  coffee  being  a financial  success  here, 
provided  that  approved  methods  of  culture  are  pursued.  He  even 
states  that  his  experience  has  proved  that  it  is  actually  less  costly 
in  the  end  to  prepare  the  ground  properly  at  first  by  ploughing 
and  to  cultivate  the  plantation  constantly  with  horse  hoes,  than 
to  dig  holes  in  the  hard  ground  and  to  keep  the  weeds  down 
afterwards  by  hand,  even  without  considering  the  difference  in 
results,  which  is  beyond  comparison. 

Cotton  is  not  a remunerative  crop  at  the  low  prices  ruling, 
and  it  would  not  pay  to  engage  labour  for  its  cultivation. 
Natives,  however,  who  have  small  patches,  to  whom  time  is  no 
consideration,  continue  still  to  work  them. 

A species  of  jute  producing  a good  fibre  is  very  abundant  in 
Tahiti.  Efforts  are  now  being  made  to  get  natives  to  prepare 
this  article  for  the  market.  Samples  sent  to  London  have  been 
valued  at  14/.  per  ton. 

An  important  industry  might  be  created  here  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  oils  from  the  candle  nut  (“  aleurites  triloba  ”),  the  ati  or 
tamanu  nut  (“  calophyllum  inophyllum),  the  castor  oil  nut 
(“  kicinus  and  others. 

The  candle  nut  and  the  ati  nut  cost  too  much  for  freight  if 
shipped  in  the  form  in  which  they  fall  from  the  tree.  But,  owing 
to  the  warmth  of  the  climate,  if  the  outside  covering  of  the  nut 
be  rejected  the  kernel  remains  in  a semi-liquid  state  and  cannot 
be  transported  except  in  barrels  or  tanks.  It  would,  therefore, 
clearly  be  more  practical  to  press  the  kernels  here  and  so  manu- 
facture the  oil  fit  for  the  market,  as  barrels  must  be  used  in  any 
case. 
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New  Series  of  Reports 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page  : — 


No. 

Price.  ] 

No. 

Price. 

1322. 

Reunion 

3 |d. 

1382.  Zanzibar 

, , 

, , 

2d. 

1323. 

Berne 

Id. 

1383.  Naples 

. . 

, , 

l|d. 

1324. 

Kiukiang 

Id. 

1384.  Constantinople 

. . 

2d. 

1325. 

Resht 

3|d. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayre3 

. . 

. . 

5|d. 

1326. 

Florence 

Id. 

1386.  Caracas 

, , 

, , 

lid. 

1327. 

Hakodate 

• • 

Id. 

1387.  Vienna  .. 

. . 

l|d. 

1328. 

Paris . . 

2d. 

1388.  Madeira  .. 

, . 

, , 

id. 

1329. 

Paramaribo 

• • 

lid. 

1389.  Panama 

, , 

lid. 

1330. 

St.  Petersburg 

• • 

• • 

2|d. 

1390.  New  Orleans 

• . 

2|d. 

1331. 

Patras 

• ♦ 

l|d. 

1391.  Manila  .. 

. , 

. . 

2d. 

1332. 

Calais 

• • 

2|d. 

1392.  Foochow 

. . 

. , 

Id. 

1333. 

Loanda 

Id. 

1393.-  Ningpo 

. . 

Id. 

1334. 

Bordeaux 

• • 

2|d. 

1394.  Chinkiang  .. 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1335. 

Taganrog 

• • 

Id. 

1395.  Tamsui 

. . 

• • 

Id. 

1336. 

Galveston 

• • 

8|d. 

1396.  Chungking  . . 

1337. 

Riga  . . 

2d. 

1397.  Philadelphia. . 

. . . 

3|d. 

1338. 

Batavia 

l|d. 

1398.  Bilbao 

# . 

, , 

2|d. 

1339. 

Boston 

l|d. 

1399.  Dunkirk 

• • 

.. 

Id. 

1340. 

Baltimore 

• • 

lid. 

1400.  Amoy 

• , 

. . 

l|d. 

1341. 

Havre 

• • 

2|d. 

1401.  Tainan 

. . 

Id. 

1342. 

Yera  Cruz 

• • 

Id. 

1402.  Ichang 

. . 

Id. 

1343. 

Saigon 

• 0 

• • 

lid. 

1403.  Aleppo 

t , 

, . 

Id. 

1344. 

Stockholm 

• • 

• • 

2d.  j 

1404.  Madrid 

, . 

Id. 

1345. 

Galatz 

• • 

lid. 

1405.  Newchwang  . . 

. . 

Id. 

1346. 

Trebizond 

• • 

Id. 

1406.  WAnchow  .. 

, # 

. , 

Id. 

1347. 

Algiers 

• • 

3d. 

1407.  Pakhoi 

, . 

l|d. 

1348. 

Amapala 

• • 

id. 

1408.  Hankow 

• • 

. • 

Id. 

1349. 

Cherbourg 

Id. 

1409.  Amsterdam  . . 

. , 

Id. 

1350. 

Jerusalem 

• • 

Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen.. 

• 9 

, . 

Id. 

1351. 

Santiago 

0 • 

Id. 

1411.  Damascus 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1352. 

San  Jos6 

• 9 

Id. 

1412.  Chefoo 

• • 

, , 

3d. 

1353. 

Trieste 

• • 

3|d. 

1413.  Swatow 

. , 

Id. 

1354. 

Madrid 

• • 

2d. 

1414.  Mannheim  .. 

, # 

, , 

lid. 

1355. 

Teneriffe 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1415.  Fiume 

, . 

2d. 

1356. 

Havana 

x • 

2d. 

1416.  Athens 

• * 

. . 

6d. 

1357. 

Paraguay 

t • 

5d. 

1417.  Soul  .. 

l|d. 

1358. 

Guayaquil 

4|d. 

1418.  Beyrout  .. 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1359. 

Cadiz. . 

l|d. 

1419.  Berlin  .. 

• • 

, . 

l|d. 

1360. 

Marseilles 

• « 

lid. 

1420.  Nice  . . 

, # 

. . 

3d. 

1361. 

Brest . . 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

' 1421.  Yokohama  .. 

, , 

l|d. 

1362. 

Syra  .. 

• • 

• • 

2|d. 

1422.  Maracaibo  . . 

. . 

Id. 

1363. 

Suakin 

• • 

Id. 

1423.  Tunis 

, , 

lid. 

1364. 

Callao 

Id. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

, , 

Id. 

1365. 

Piraeus 

2d. 

1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

, , 

7d. 

1366. 

Stettin 

2d. 

1426.  Erzeroum 

# # 

. . 

Id. 

1367. 

New  Orleans 

2|d. 

1427,  Christiania  .. 

, , 

5±d. 

1368. 

Angora 

Id. 

1428.  Charleston  .. 

. . 

5|d. 

1369. 

Antwerp 

2d. 

1429.  Meshed 

, # 

, , 

Id. 

1370. 

Genoa 

3|d. 

1430.  Copenhagen.. 

• • 

. • 

id. 

1371. 

Batoum 

• • 

2d. 

1431.  Galveston  .. 

. . 

2|d. 

1372. 

Rouen 

• • 

2|d. 

1432.  Hamburg  .. 

• • 

,, 

2|d. 

1373. 

Santo  Domingo 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1433.  Brindisi 

• • 

, , 

2|d. 

1374. 

Nantes 

• • 

• • 

l|d. 

1434.  Gothenburg.. 

, , 

2d. 

1375.  Taganrog 

• « 

• • 

2|d. 

1435.  Kiungchow  .. 

• • 

.. 

Id. 

1376. 

I pahan 

• • 

• • 

4|d. 

1436.  St.  Petersburg 

• • 

id. 

1377. 

Leghorn 

4 • 

* • 

2d. 

1437.  Malaga 

• • 

, . 

Id. 

1378. 

Cagliari 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1438.  Chicago  .. 

• • 

. . 

2|d. 

1379. 

Boston 

• • 

Id. 

1439.  Odessa 

# , 

2d. 

1380. 

Palermo 

, # 

• • 

3d. 

1440.  Tabreez 

, . 

id. 

1381. 

New  York 

• • 

2d. 

1 1441.  Tahiti 

.. 

.. 

id. 

No.  1442 


Reference  to  previous  Report , Annual  Series  No.  1266. 


CHINA. 

SHANGHAI. 

Consul-General  Hannen  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley, 

My  Lord,  Shanghai , April  27>  1894. 

1 have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  a Keport  on  the 
Trade  of  Shanghai  for  the  year  1893,  which  has  been  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Consul  Jamieson. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed")  NICHOLAS  T.  HANNEN. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Shanghai  for  the  Year  1893. 
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The  gross  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port  for  1893  according  to 
the  customs’  valuation  is  as  follows : — 


Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Imports,  foreign  and  native 
Exports,  of  local  origin  . . 

Haikwan  taels.* 
139,268,000 
37,750,000 

£ 

27,418,388 
7,432,03 2 

Total  . . 

177,018,000 

34,850,420 

* Exchange:  1 Haikwan  tael  = 3s.  11  \d. 


These  figures  compare  with  previous  years  as  follows.  The 
comparison  is  made  in  currency  rather  than  in  sterling,  as  the  silver 
values  correspond  much  more  nearly  to  the  actual  quantities  of 
commodities  than  do  the  corresponding  figures  in  gold,  varying  as 
these  must  do  with  every  fluctuation  in  exchange. 
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Comparative  Table  of  Gross  Value  of  Trade/  i.e.,  Original  Imports 
and  Exports,  exclusive  of  Ee-exports,  during  the  under- 
mentioned Years. 


Y alue. 

Year. 

Imports. 

Exports,  of  Local 
Origin  only. 

Total. 

Haikwan  taels. 

Haikwan  taels. 

Haikwan  taels. 

1893 

139,268,000 

37,750,000 

177,018,000 

1892 

127.968.000 

124.710.000 

38,859,000 

166,827,000 

1891 

• » • • 

40,833,000 

165,543,000 

1890 

• • r • 

114,945,000 

30,200,000 

145,145,000 

1889 

• • i • 

107,513,000 

38,136,000 

145,649,000 

1888 

• • • • 

114,114,000 

32,803,000 

146.917,000 

1887 

• • • » 

108.038.000 

102.437.000 

30,196,000 

138,234,000 

1886 

• • • • 

30,234,000 

132,671,000 

1885 

101,123,000 

i 26,880,000 

128,003,000 

1884 

86,612,000 

| 26,603,000 

113,215,000 

These  figures,  however,  comprise  two  distinct  elements,  one  Foreign  and 
being  the  interchange  of  goods  between  Shanghai  and  foreign  jj* 't^Portlon 
countries,  and  the  other  the  interchange  of  native  produce  between  0f  port 
Shanghai  and  other  ports  of  China.  distinguished. 

Distinguishing  these  two,  the  progress  of  the  trade  can  be  better 
exemplified  thus : — 

Table  I. — Comparative  Table  of  Foreign  Trade  of  Shanghai, 
showing  Imports  of  Foreign  Goods  and  Exports  of  Native 
Produce  to  Foreign  Countries,  during  the  undermentioned 
Years. 


Year. 

Value. 

Imports. 

1 

| Exports  and 
Re-exports. 

Total. 

Haikwan  taels. 

Haikwan  taels. 

Haikwan  taels. 

1893 

83,974,000 

49,979,000 

133,953,000 

1892  

78,777,000 

43,326,000 

122,103,000 

1891  

77,336,000 

40,009,000 

117,345,000 

1890  

66,426,000 

32,742,000 

99,168,000 

1889  

59,347,000 

41,618,000 

100,965,000 

1888 

68,661,000 

36,460,000 

105,120,000 

1887  

63,023,000 

33,700,000 

96,720,000 

1886  

60,055,000 

31,310,000 

91,365,000 

1885  

59,804,000 

27,655,000 

87,459,000  - 

1884 

47,158,000 

29,530,000 

76,688,000 

1879  

59,990,000 

32,044,000 

92,034,000 

1874  

47,488,000 

30,783,000 

78,271,000 

(1796) 
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Table  II. — Comparative  Table  of  the  Trade  between  Shanghai 
and  other  Ports  of  China,  in  which  we  are  interested  mainly 
as  Carriers,  during  the  undermentioned  Years. 


Year. 

Yalue. 

Imports. 

Exports  and 
Re-exports. 

Total. 

Haikwan  taels. 

Haikwan  taels. 

Haikwan  taels. 

1893 

• « t « 

55,293,000 

32,453,000 

87,746,000 

1892 

. . i 

49,190,000 

36,205,000 

85,395,000 

1891 

47,374,000 

40,984,000 

88,358,000 

1890 

48,518,000 

38,092,000 

86,610,000 

1889 

!! 

48,166,000 

36,935,000 

85,101,000 

1883 

45,452,000 

35,606,000 

81,058,000 

1887 

45,014,000 

35,488,000 

80,502,000 

1886 

.42,382,000 

34,249,000 

76,631,000 

1885 

41,318,000 

32,932,000 

74,250,000 

1884 

39,454,000 

29,648,000 

69,102,000 

1879 

40,339,000 

30,627,000 

70,966,000 

1874 

32,975,000 

20,820,000 

53,795,000 

’Progress  of 

foreign 

portion. 


Rise  in  silver 
price  owing 
to  fall  in 
•exchange. 
Foreign 
•imports. 


Comparisons. 


These  figures  would  indicate  a very  substantial  advance  in  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  port  during  the  past  year,  but  they  must  be 
read  with  certain  explanations.  In  the  first  place  it  is  intimated 
by  the  customs’  authorities  that  an  alteration  has  been  introduced 
this  year  in  the  classification  of  foreign  and  coast-trade  cargoes, 
whereby  all  goods  shipped  for,  or  coming  from,  Hong-Kong  are 
classed  as  exports  to,  or  imports  from,  a foreign  country,  instead  of 
being  assigned  as  heretofore,  partly  to  the  one  and  partly  to  the 
other  of  the  foreign  and  native  categories,  according  to  their 
probable  destination  or  origin.  The  effect  of  this  is  to  make  the 
coast  trade  appear  smaller  and  the  foreign  trade  appear  larger  than 
it  otherwise  would. 

Thus  the  foreign  imports  would  appear  to  show  a gain  of  7 per 
cent,,  and  the  exports  of  about  15  per  cent.,  but  for  purposes  of 
comparison  the  greater  part  of  this  must  be  discounted  for  the 
reason  stated,  and  a corresponding  addition  be  made  to  the  native 
division  of  the  trade. 

A still  further  discount  has  to  be  made  in  regard  to  foreign 
imports  when  it  is  pointed  out,  as  will  appear  later  on,  that  owing 
to  the  further  great  fall  in  the  gold  value  of  silver  which  has  taken 
place  during  the  year,  the  price  in  currency  of  many  foreign  articles 
rose  considerably.  In  reality  there  has  been  a great  falling-off  in 
the  foreign  imports,  especially  in  the  large  staples  such  as 
Manchester  cottons,  Indian  yarn,  and  opium.  This  will  be  noticed 
more  fully  later  on. 

The  two  following  tables  show  the  principal  foreign  countries 
with  which  Shanghai  does  business,  and  the  comparative  proportions 
of  the  trade  with  each : — 
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Table  I. — Imports  into  Shanghai  from  Foreign  Countries,  showing 
Origin  of  the  Goods  Imported,  during  the  undermentioned 
Years. 


Country  of  Origin. 

Yalue  in  Thousands. 

1872. 

1882. 

1 

1892.  | 

J893. 

H.  taels. 

H.  taels. 

H.  taels. 

H.  taels. 

Great  Britain  . . 

28,784 

18,271 

28,278 

26,896 

Hong-Kong 

4,056 

6,071 

17,437 

13,847 

20,524 

India 

18,488 

18,264 

16,729 

Straits  Settlements  and 
Siam  . . 

732 

974 

1,170 

1,177 

United  States  of  America 

410 

3,249 

5,835 

695 

5,193 

British  North  America 

177 

219 

1,311 

Continent  of  Europe  . . 

396 

2,435 

5,084 

5,468 

Japan  . . 

2,630 

4,178 

5,834 

597 

6,296 

Other  countries  . . 

1,389 

1,332 

380 

Total 

57,062 

54,993 

78,777 

j 83,974 

Table  II. — Exports  from  Shanghai,  arranged  according  to  Country 
of  Destination,  during  the  undermentioned  Years. 


Exported  to — 

Yalue  in  Thousands. 

1872. 

1882. 

1892. 

1893. 

H.  taels. 

H.  taels. 

H.  taels. 

H.  taels. 

Great  Britain  . . . . j 

29,562 

11,276 

7,262 

7,694 

Hong-Kong 

771 

738 

2,042 

6,248 

India 

412 

463 

1,394 

2,735 

Straits  Settlements  and 
Siam  . . 

59 

484 

359 

507 

United  States  of  America 

8,553 

5,771 

7,274 

7,954 

British  America 

12 

12L 

240 

Continent  of  Europe  . . 

| 4,663 

8,769 

17,023 

15,641 

Egypt,  Persia,  and 
Turkey  in  Asia  . . 

138 

54 

730 

891 

Russian  Manchuria  . . 

37 

524 

832 

1,006 

Japan  . . 

798 

1,180 

6,249 

7,047 

Other  foreign  countries 

71 

20 

41 

16 

Total  . . 

45,064 

29,291 

43,327 

49,979 

These  tables  illustrate  in  a striking  manner  the  changes  which  Direct  trade 
have  befallen  the  China  trade  during  the  last  -2Q  years  or  with  England. 
25  years. 

The  direct  imports  from  England,  measured  in  silver  values, 
are  actually  less  than  they  were  in  1872  by  some  6 per  cent. 

The  exports  to  England  have  fallen  in  value  as  much  as  75  per 
cent.  In  1872  the  imports  of  goods  from  England  were  slightly 
over  50  per  cent,  of  the  whole  trade,  and  the  imports  from  England, 
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India,  and  all  British  Possessions  amounted  together  to  more  than 
90  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  In  1893  these  same  imports  only 
formed  80  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  and  the  direct  imports  from 
England  have  fallen  to  32  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  Similarly,  the 
direct  exports  to  Great  Britain,  which  formed  65  per  cent,  of  the 
trade  in  1872,  have  fallen  to  only  15  per  cent,  in  1893. 

The  trade  between  India  and  Shanghai  shows  a considerable 
and  continuous  rise  both  in  imports  and  exports. 

In  the  tables  the  position  of  India  is  not  correctly  shown,  as  a 
great  deal  of  the  traffic  which  merely  passes  through  Hong- Kong 
as  a port  of  transhipment  is  put  in  the  customs’  returns  to  the 
credit  of  that  colony  instead  of  to  India.  Thus  of  the  opium 
and  yarn  entering  Shanghai  in  1892  and  1893,  more  than 
10,000,000  Haikwan  taels  worth  are  entered  as  imports  from  Hong- 
Kong,  whereas,  in  reality,  both  come  from  India.  This  was  not  the 
case  in  the  earlier  years,  or  only  to  a very  small  extent.  Thus  for 
purposes  of  comparison,  about  10,000,000  Haikwan  taels  should  be 
struck  off  the  imports  from  Hong-Kong  and  added  on  to  those  of 
India. 

With  this  explanation  it  will  be  seen  that  the  trade  between 
India  and  China  has  been  growing  very  satisfactorily. 

This  year  however,  as  will  be  shown  later  on  when  I come  to 
speak  of  yarn  imports,  it  has  received  an  unfortunate  check  due 
principally,  if  not  entirely,  to  the  recent  change  in  the  Indian 
currency  system. 

The  trade  with  Japan  continues  to  grow  at  a rapid  rate, 
particularly  in  the  exports  from  China,  which  consist  for  the  most 
part  of  raw  cotton  for  the  supply  of  the  Osaka  mills.  Japan  has 
also,  to  a small  extent,  begun  to  send  back  to  China  the  produce  of 
her  mills  in  the  shape  of  yarn  and  manufactured  cloth. 

Direct  trade  with  the  Continent  of  Europe  has  developed  to 
very  large  figures,  and  this  doubtless  explains  to  a great  extent  the 
falling-off  in  the  direct  trade  with  Great  Britain.  The  opening  of 
the  Suez  Canal  has  brought  all  the  southern  ports  of  Europe  so 
much  into  the  direct  line  of  route  to  and  from  the  East,  that  it  is 
a saving  to  make  shipments  direct  instead  of  via  London,  as  was 
formerly  the  case.  The  change  is  more  in  the  method  of  distribu- 
tion than  in  the  actual  trade  itself.  The  opening  of  direct  steam 
communication  between  China  and  the  large  cities  on  the  Atlantic 
seaboard,  such  as  Antwerp,  Bremen,  &c.,  has  also  assisted  in  divert- 
ing cargo  which  used  formerly  to  go  to  London.  This  is  particu- 
larly the  case  in  the  two  articles  of  tea  and  silk.  Tea  for  Russia 
now  goes  direct  instead  of  via  London,  and  as  Russia  is  now  the 
chief  buyer  of  China  teas  that  cuts  out  a large  slice  of  the  former 
direct  trade  with  Er gland. 

Speaking  generally,  it  may  be  said  that  these  tables  show  the 
development  of  trade  has  been  mainly  in  the  Asiatic  portion,  that 
is,  in  the  exchange  of  commodities  with  other  silver-using  countries, 
while  the  trade  with  Great  Britain,  even  taking  silver  values,  has 
been  stationary  or  retrograde.  Much  more  would  this  be  the  case 
if  the  values  were  given  in  sterling. 

The  return  of  shipping  presents  no  special  feature  of  interest. 
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The  relative  proportion  or  British  and  foreign  tonnage  entered 
and  cleared  at  Shanghai  is  as  follows  : — 


Total  Entered  and  Cleared. 

Proportion 

Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

under  British 
Flag. 

1871  

3,510 

1,901,775 

Per  cent. 
43 

1881  

4,844 

3,690,241 

55 

1891  

6,372 

6,252,005 

56 

1892  

6,396 

6,540,275 

57 

1893  

6,317 

6,529,870 

56 

The  principal  feature  of  the  trade  of  the  year  has  been  a Further 
further  great  collapse  in  the  gold  value  of  silver,  entailing  further  ^catfallin 
changes  of  prices  both  here  and  in  Europe.  In  the  beginning  ofslrer‘ 

1892  the  exchange  value  of  the  Shanghai  tael  for  sight  drafts  on 
London  stood  at  4s.  3d.  On  January  1,  1893,  it  was  3s.  9d.,  and 
on  January  1,  1894,  the  rate  was  3s.  If d.,  being  a fall  during  the 
two  years  of  26  per  cent. 

It  will  be  readily  understood  that  such  a very  great  divergence 
in.  the  relative  values  of  the  currencies  of  the  East  and  West 
must  have  brought  about  equally  great  fluctuations  in  the  prices 
of  all  commodities  entering  into  the  international  trade.  Either 
the  silver  price  in  the  East  must  have  risen  or  the  gold  price  in 
the  West  must  have  fallen.  In  either  case  the  fluctuations  have 
been  a source  of  great  anxiety  to  all  engaged  in  trade,  and  while 
in  some  cases  the  result  has  been  favourable  to  the  merchant,  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases  heavy  losses,  through  the  constant 
depreciation  of  values,  have  been  entailed. 

In  the  matter  of  imports  of  Manchester  goods  the  general 
course  of  things  during  the  long  period  since  silver  began  to 
decline  in  value  has  been  that  the  gold  price  in  England  has  fallen  Manchester 
almost  pari  passu  with  the  fall  in  silver.  An  ordinary  piece  of  Sood9- 
shirtings,  which  in  1872-74  cost  from  10 s.  to  10s.  6d.  in  Manchester, 
is  now  invoiced  out  at  from  6s.  to  6s.  2d.  As  a consequence  the 
selling  price  in  silver  in  the  East  remained  throughout  remarkably 
steady  up  to  about  the  end  of  1892.  In  1893,  however,  that  has 
not  been  the  case.  The  Manchester  market  for  the  first  time  has 
ceased  to  follow  the  downward  course  of  silver,  and,  as  a con- 
sequence there  has  been  a rapid  rise  in  prices  on  this  side.  This 
will  be  exemplified  in  the  tables  given  below. 
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Table  I. — Prices  of  certain  Standard  Fabrics  based  on  Actual 
Sales  supplied  by  Private  Firms  during  the  Years  1888-93. 


Articles. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

January, 

1893. 

December, 

1893. 

S.  taels. 

S.  taels. 

S.  taels. 

S.  taels. 

S.  taels. 

S.  taels. 

S.  taels. 

Medium,  8|  lb., 

shirtings 

1-72 

1-74 

1-57 

1*57 

1 -63 

1-70 

2*12 

10  lb.  shirtings 

2-20 

2-22 

2-18 

2-21 

2-23 

2-30 

2-75 

12  lb.  shirtings 
64-reed  white  shirt- 

2*55 

2-55 

2-54 

2-54 

2*62 

2*70 

3-00 

ings  

72-reed  white  shirt- 

1*89 

1-90 

1*80 

1-73 

1-82 

1-95 

2-45 

ings  

Medium,  Irish-fold, 

2-03 

2-04 

1*96 

1-92 

2*02 

2-10 

2*65 

white  shirtings  ... 

2-59 

2-59 

2 52 

2-53 

2*62 

2-75 

3*40 

Table  II. — Table  showing  Proportional  Variations  in  Local  Prices 
of  10  Standard  Cotton  Fabrics  of  English  Manufacture,  based 
on  Published  Prices  realised  at  Auction.  (Prices  of  Year 
1882  = 100.) 


Year. 

Prices. 

1882,  average  year.. 

.. 

1,000 

1883,  prices  in  June 

987 

1884  „ 

995 

1885 

990 

1886 

994 

1887 

1,036 

1888 

1,080 

1889 

1,084 

1890 

1,006 

1891 

952 

1892 

979 

1893,  prices  in  January  . . 

1,135 

1893  ,,  June 

1,154 

1891  ,,  January  .. 

1,394 

It  is  too  early  yet  to  draw  any  certain  inferences  from  these 
data.  The  Manchester  market  would  appear  to  have  been 
strengthened  during  the  year  by  the  large  demand  for  India,  and 
but  for  that  prices  would  possibly  have  given  way.  The  fall  in 
silver  has  been  so  rapid  that  it  is  possible  it  has  not  had  time  to 
produce  its  final  effect  on  prices  of  commodities.  One  of  the 
consequences  of  that  fall  is  that  large  quantities  of  China  cotton 
at  very  cheap  rates  are  going  forward  to  Liverpool,  a thing  that 
has  not  happened  since  the  cotton  famine  of  1863-64.  This  will 
doubtless  tend  to  lower  home  prices,  at  least  in  certain  classes  of 
fabrics. 

The  prices  prevailing  during  the  year,  and  especially  during 
the  latter  half  of  the  year,  have  thus  been  fairly  remunerative  to 
the  importers. 

I referred  in  my  last  year’s  report  to  the  change  that  had 
recently  been  introduced  in  the  method  of  doing  business  under 
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the  name  of  the  “ indent  system,”  whereby  the  risk  of  market  wTas  Causes  at 
thrown  on  the  Chinese  dealers,  the  foreign  middleman  contenting  work  tending 
himself  with  his  commission,  and  settling  his  exchange  forward  g°p^.e  \!jccs 
through  a hank  at  the  time  of  entering  into  the  contract.  61  T<?1 

An  alternative  method  was  largely  pursued  last  year  in 
contracts  made  for  future  delivery,  by  which  the  price  wras  made 
to  depend  on  the  rate  of  exchange  that  might  then  be  found  pre- 
vailing— that  is,  the  Chinese  dealer  guaranteed  a certain  minimum 
rate  of  exchange. 

In  this  way  the  Chinese  dealers  were  largely  pledged  to  a 
high  rate  of  exchange,  and  they  found  that  the  only  means  by 
which  they  could  recoup  themselves  was  by  maintaining  a high 
silver  price  all  round.  Their  efforts  in  this  direction,  joined  to 
those  of  foreign  merchants,  have  had  the  effect  of  putting  prices 
up  to  a level  which  they  have  not  touched  for  many  years. 

But  while  the  course  of  business  has  been  thus  satisfactory 
enough  to  the  middlemen,  both  Chinese  and  foreign,  it  has  not 
been  so  either  to  the  native  consumer  or  to  the  British  manu- 
facturer. The  latter  has  been  affected,  inasmuch  as  the  import  of 
Manchester  goods  has  fallen  off  enormously  as  compared  with  Import  of 
the  average  of  previous  years.  The  exact  figures  will  be  given  cotton  goods, 
further  on. 

The  great  decrease  shown  in  the  statistics  for  this  year  do  not, 
of  course,  indicate  a permanent  falling-off  in  the  demand  to  that 
extent,  as  dealers  wTere  compelled,  with  such  high  prices  ruling,  to 
supply  their  wants  from  day  to  day,  fearing  to  keep  a large 
quantity  on  hand.  Stocks  in  the  country  are  probably  well  nigh 
exhausted,  and  probably,  therefore,  the  season  1894  will  see  a 
considerable  recovery.  But  if  the  high  level  of  prices  is  main- 
tained over  any  great  length  of  time  there  is  bound  to  be  a large 
and  permanent  reduction  in  the  consumption,  and,  what  is  still 
more  serious,  there  is  bound  to  be  a great  stimulus  to  local  manu- 
factures and  to  manufactures  in  the  East  generally. 

The  import  of  yarn  from  India  would  appear  to  have  been  Import  of 
affected  by  currency  changes  to  a similar  extent.  The  exchange  yarn- 
between  Shanghai  and  Calcutta,  which  had  previously  been  steady 
at  303  is.  5 a.  per  100  taels,  dropped  immediately  on  the  passing 
of  the  Indian  Currency  Bill  to  244  rs.  per  100  taels,  at  or  about 
which  figure  it  has  since  remained.  At  the  same  time  the  price 
in  Shanghai  of  a bale  of  Indian  yarn,  No.  20,  rose  gradually  from 
52  taels  to  54  taels  in  June  to  66  taels  to  68  taels  in  January, 

1894.  The  effect  on  the  importation,  quarter  by  quarter,  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year,  is  showTn  in  the  following  table : — 
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Future 

prospects. 


Silk. 


Grey  and 

white 

shirtings. 


Table  showing  Importation  of  Bombay  Yarn  during  the 
Years  1892-93. 


Quantity. 

Quarter  Ended — 

1892, 

1893. 

i 

Piculs.* 

Piculs.* 

Mareli  31 

145,658 

116,167 

J une  30  . . . . . . 

215,566 

182,466 

September  30 

176,004 

83,976 

December  31 

155,819 

104,647 

Total  . . . , 

693,017  ! 

1 

487,256 

* 1 picul  = 133£  lbs. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  in  the  quarter  imme- 
diately following  the  closing  of  the  Indian  mints  the  importation 
fell  off  to  one-half  what  it  had  been  in  the  corresponding  quarter 
of  the  previous  year,  and  only  slightly  recovered  in  the  following 
quarter.  The  future  of  the  trade  between  India  and  China  cannot 
as  yet  be  forecast  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  but  the  above 
figures  would  indicate  a probably  serious  falling-off  in  the  con- 
sumption of  yarn,  and  the  enhanced  prices  will,  as  pointed  out  in 
the  case  of  Manchester  goods,  make  it  all  the  more  profitable  to 
manufacture  locally. 

The  fall  in  silver  has  had  no  less  disturbing  effects  on  exports 
from  China  to  Europe.  While  there  is,  doubtless,  a general 
tendency  in  such  fall  to  promote  the  volume  of  exports,  the  first 
and  immediate  result  in  many,  if  not  in  most,  cases  is  to  lower  the 
European  price.  Heav}r  losses  have  thus  been  entailed  on 
shippers  of  local  produce,  who  found,  much  to  their  disappoint- 
ment, that  by  the  time  their  shipments  reached  the  London 
market  the  selling  price  had  fallen  in  sympathy  with  the  decline 
in  silver  in  such  a way  as  often  to  convert  an  anticipated  profit 
into  a loss. 

This  has  been  particularly  the  case  in  the  silk  market,  where 
the  low  exchange,  coupled  with  a languid  demand,  has  forced 
down  London  prices  by  some  20  per  cent,  to  25  per  cent.,  entailing 
heavy  losses  on  importers.  Tables  illustrating  this  will  be  found 
later  on  under  the  heading  of  “ Exports.” 

Imports  from  Foreign  Countries — Manchester  Goods . 

The  important  fact  to  be  noticed  in  this  connection  is  the  great 
falling-off  of  the  year’s  import  of  cotton  goods.  I have  adverted 
above  to  the  rise  in  prices  and  its  cause,  and  the  result  is  seen  in 
the  following  table  : — 
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Table  I. — Import  of  Plain  Shirtings. 


Year. 


1881-85,  average 


1886-90 

1891 

1892 

1893 


| 

Quantity. 


Grey. 


Pieces 

(of  40  yards) 

5.099.000 

5.858.000 

5.644.000 

6.117.000 

3.997.000 


White. 


Pieces 

(of  40  yards). 

1.563.000 

1.817.000 

1.914.000 

1.567.000 

1.223.000 


The  import  of  the  class  of  fabric  known  as  T-cloths  has  under- 
gone great  fluctuations.  The  import  in  1872-73  was  as  much  as 
3,000,000  pieces  to  4,000,000  pieces,  but  it  has  gradually  fallen  off. 
It  is  the  grade  which  was  intended  specially  to  compete  with  the 
native  made  cloths.  In  late  years  the  import  of  yarn  has  to  a 
large  extent  taken  its  place,  and  so  checked  the  development, 
though  the  demand  keeps  fairly  steady.  The  Bombay  mills  have 
been  sending  forward  a certain  quantity  of  this  class  of  goods,  but 
the  import  does  not  seem  to  grow  rapidly.  The  following  are  the 
figures : — 


Table  II. — Import  of  T-cloths,  English  and  Indian  Manufacture. 


Quantity. 

Year. 

— 

England. 

Bombay. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

1876-80,  average 

2,690,000 

1881-85 

2,071,000 

1886-90 

1,734,000 

130,000 

1891 

1,586,000 

206,000 

1892 

1,566,000 

363,000 

1893 

1,500,000 

1 

227,000 

Though  the  import  of  this  class  of  goods  has  been  gradually 
diminishing,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  decline  this  year  is  insignifi- 
cant compared  with  that  in  the  class  of  shirtings.  This  may  partly 
explain  the  fact  that  the  rise  in  price  has  been  comparatively  less 
than  in  other  classes. 

1 have  in  previous  reports  drawn  attention  to  the  strong  com-  Drills  and 
petition  which  American  manufacturers  have  been  offering  of  late  sheetings, 
years  in  the  large  and  important  class  of  goods  known  as  drills  and  Ameri£a« 
sheetings.  This  competition  appears,  however,  to  be  now  subsid-  con,pe  1 lon 
mg,  a3  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table.  The  American  import 
of  drills  has  fallen  off  by  50  per  cent.,  and  that  of  sheetings  by  30 


12 


CHINA. 


Local 

manufacture. 


per  cent.  As  a consequence  of  this  the  English  import  has  in- 
creased in  spite  of  the  enhanced  prices.  The  combined  import  has 
on  the  whole  decreased,  but  not  very  much. 

A more  formidable  competitor,  however,  than  America  is  rising 
in  the  shape  of  local  manufactures,  though  as  yet  the  quantities 
produced  are  small.  I shall  refer  to  this  later  on,  and  also  to  the 
burning  of  the  Shanghai  cotton*  cloth  mill  in  October  of  last  year, 
which,  for  the  time,  put  an  end  to  the  output  of  locally  made  cloth. 
Another  mill  has  been  working  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  in 
the  consular  district  of  Hankow,  but  its  productions  do  not  come 
within  the  scope  of  my  report.  The  import  of  drills  and  sheetings 
from  Bombay  shows  a fair  increase.  The  quantities  coming  for- 
ward as  yet  are  but  small,  but  I include  them  in  the  table  for 
purposes  of  comparison. 


Comparative  Table  of  Import  of  Drills  and  Sheetings. 
(14  and  15  lbs.,  40  yards  per  piece.) 

Drills. 


Year. 

Imported  from- 

Local 

Manufacture. 

England. 

United 
States  of 
America. 

Bombay. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

1830-84,  average 

381,000 

429,000 

. . 

1885-89  „ 

382,000 

532,000 

450 

, , 

1890  

206,000 

592,000 

80 

. , 

1891 

277,000 

856,000 

155 

12,000 

1S92 

154,000 

638,000 

420 

40,000 

1893  

427,000 

422,000 

10,261 

112,000* 

* 9^  months’  working. 


Sheetings. 


Year. 

Imported  from- 

Local 

Manufacture. 

England. 

United 
States  of 
America. 

Bombay. 

' ' I 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

Pieces. 

1881-84,  average 

201,000 

641,000 

. , 

, # 

1885-89  „ 

520,000 

1,286,000 

22,400 

# , 

1890  

754,000 

1,203,000 

54,670 

# # 

1891 

820,000 

2,009,000 

29,100 

14,000 

1892  

652,000 

1,314,000 

50,000 

60,000 

1893  

728,000 

903,000 

94,000 

154,000* 

9a  months’  working. 
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I have  already  remarked  upon  the  check  which  the  import  of  Cotton  yarn. 
Indian  yarn  has  this  year  for  the  first  time  received  in  its  rapid 
growth.  The  falling-off  is  as  much  as  30  per  cent,  of  last  year’s 
import.  As  there  is  as  yet  no  other  supply  which  can  take  the 
place  of  Indian  yarn,  the  import  will,  no  doubt,  for  a time  recover, 
notwithstanding  the  rise  in  j5rice.  This  is  an  article  to  which  the  F uture 
Chinese  have  got  accustomed,  and  which  they  cannot  do  without  ProsPect3* 
at  present,  but  as  eastern  manufactures  develop  a keen  competition 
is  bound  to  set  in  at  no  distant  date.  As  a sign  of  the  times  I note 
for  the  first  time  the  appearance  of  Japanese  yarn  in  the  customs 
returns.  The  imports  during  the  last  10  years  have  been  as 
follows : — • 


Comparative  Table  of  Import  of  Cotton  Yarn. 


Year. 

Imported  from- 

Local 

! 

England. 

Bombay. 

J apan. 

Manufacture. 

t 

1885  

Cwts. 

78,571 

Cwts. 

54,761 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

1886  

45,238 

129,761 

1887  

45,238 

201,190 

1888  

73,809 

195,238 

1889  

29,761 

251,190 

1890 

65,476 

582,142 

1891 

45,238 

19,714 

722,619 

9,523 

1892  

823,280 

26,785 

1893  

21,505 

580,065 

j 2,909 

42,000 

There  is  nothing  special  to  note  in  respect  to  other  classes  of 
cotton  goods  imported,  farther  than  to  remark  that  they  have 
generally  shared  the  fate  of  shirtings  in  respect  to  a decreased  de- 
mand. Turkey  reds,  which  come  next  in  importance  to  the  classes 
mentioned,  show  a falling-off  of  over  50  percent,  as  compared  with 
1892.  The  same  may  be  said  of  cotton  lastings,  twills,  and 
chintzes.  On  the  other  hand,  prints  and  figured  goods,  as  also 
handkerchiefs  and  towels,  have  held  their  own  or  have  increased. 
It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  Shanghai  has  this  year  imported 
Japanese  made  cotton-cloth  and  cotton-crape  to  the  extent  of 
142,000  pieces. 


Opium. 

There  has  been  a further  slight  falling-off  in  the  quantity  of 
opium  imported  during  the  year,  principally  in  Benares  drug.  The 
price  rose  during  the  last  6 months  of  the  year  by  some  26  per 
cent.  The  price  of  Malwa,  which  in  January  and  in  June  was 
quoted  at  380  taels  90  c.,  was  480  taels  85  c.  in  January,  1894. 
The  importation  into  Shanghai  in  foreign  vessels  of  native  grown 
opium  from  other  parts  of  Chinese  shows  a small  increase.  It  has 
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often,  however,  been  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  that  the 
quantity  figuring  in  the  customs  returns  as  imported  in  foreign 
vessels  is  no  criterion  of  the  amount  of  native  grown  opium  con- 
sumed in  this  locality.  The  demand  for  Indian  drug,  so  far  as  this 
port  is  concerned,  has  long  been  stationary  with  a tendency  to 
retrograde. 

Woollens. 

The  trade  in  woollen  goods  has  also,  to  some  extent,  shared  the 
fate  of  the  trade  in  cottons.  There  has  been  a rise  in  price  of  10 
per  cent,  to  15  per  cent,  in  the  standard  articles  and  a conse- 
quently curtailed  demand,  though  as  this  class  of  goods  finds 
customers  only  among  the  well-to-do  classes,  the  trade  has  been 
less  affected  by  the  rise  than  cotton  goods.  The  import  of  lastings 
has  fallen  from  105,000  pieces  to  76,000  pieces,  and  cloths,  broad 
and  Russian,  show  a decline  of  50  per  cent.  Long-ells,  however, 
show  a slight  increase,  while  other  qualities  have  held  their  own. 


Metals. 

The  import  of  metals  of  all  kinds  shows  no  material  alteration 
except  in  the  item  of  old  iron,  which  has  decreased  by  some  30 
per  cent.  The  silver  price  of  these  articles  does  not  appear  to  have 
risen.  The  total  import  of  iron,  exclusive  of  old  iron,  was  26,243 
tons  against  23,508  tons  in  1892. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  machinery  to  the  value  of 
130,000/.  has  been  imported  against  45,000/.  in  1892. 

The  consumption  of  kerosene  oil  continues  to  grow  rapidly; 
the  import  both  of  American  and  Russian  oil  showing  an  increase 
of  35  per  cent,  over  that  of  last  year.  The  import  this  year  has 
been  over  28,000,000  gallons,  valued  at  560,000/. 

An  important  departure  in  the  oil  trade  has  to  be  noted  this 
year,  viz.,  the  installation  of  oil  tanks  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
in  bulk,  such  an  innovation,  as  was  to  be  expected,  has  met  with 
considerable  opposition  from  Chinese  officials  and  from  persons 
interested  in  the  trade  in  case  oil,  who  alleged  danger  to  the  crops 
and  contamination  of  water  through  leakage  and  percolation.  The 
promoters  of  the  scheme,  however,  disarmed  opposition  by  offering 
a material  guarantee  to  answer  in  damages  any  injury  that  might 
be  shown  to  arise  to  life  or  property  through  the  presence  of  the 
tanks.  A permit  to  discharge  the  first  cargo  was  reluctantly 
granted,  and  the  work  of  canning  and  distribution  has  begun.  It 
is  anticipated  the  opposition  will  soon  die  out,  and  the  works 
cannot  but  prove  a great  benefit  to  China  both  in  supplying 
cheaper  oil  and  in  providing  employment  for  a number  of  work- 
men. 

Matches  of  Japanese  manufacture  were  imported  during  the 
year  to  the  value  of  66,000/.  as  against  15,000/.  of  European  make. 

I may  notice  in  this  connection  the  large  place  which  Japan 
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is  beginning  to  take  in  the  trade  of  China.  Besides  the  cotton 
yarn  and  cotton  piece-goods  already  spoken  of,  Japan  sends  large 
quantities  of  cotton  woven  fabrics  such  as  socks,  singlets,  towels, 
handkerchiefs,  umbrellas,  soap,  sulphuric  acid,  copper,  coal,  and 
large  quantities  of  edible  stuffs  such  as  seaweed,  fungi,  &c.  Already  Exports  to 
the  amount  of  Chinese  produce  taken  by  J apan  is  almost  as  much  JaPan- 
in  point  of  value  as  that  taken  by  England.  The  time  is  probably 
not  far  distant  when  Japanese  manufactures  will  enter  on  a serious 
competition  with  those  of  England  and  Bombay  for  the  supply  of  Competition 

the  China  market.  manufactures 

I shall  advert  later  on  to  the  probable  expansion  of  local  withthose of 
manufactures.  Unless  the  Chinese  Government  gives  free  per-  Bombay, 
mission  to  establish  cotton  mills,  which  at  present  they  do  not 
seem  disposed  to  do,  there  would  be  a wide  field  in  China  for  the 
products  of  Japanese  mills. 

They  would,  as  things  stand  at  present,  be  handicapped  by  the 
Japanese  duties  now  levied  both  on  the  raw  material  on  entering, 
and  the  finished  article  on  leaving  the  country,  but  these  duties 
might  be  removed,  and  even  if  not,  the  difference  in  cost  of  wages 
and  other  disbursements  entailed  on  the  Bombay  manufacturer  by 
the  dearer  coinage,  not  to  mention  saving  in  freight,  would  probably 
more  than  compensate  his  Japanese  rival. 

Exports. 

U nder  the  influence  of  cheap  silver  the  volume  of  exports  Export*  to 
from  China  to  foreign  countries  continue  to  expand.  20  years  countries 
ago  the  only  Chinese  exports  of  any  consequence  were  the  two 
articles  of  tea  and  silk.  Between  them  they  constituted  for  many 
years,  and  indeed  up  to  about  1880,  over  80  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  export.  As  the  exchange  value  of  silver  fell  it  became 
profitable  to  export  to  Europe  many  articles  which  previously 
would  not  have  paid  costs  of  transport,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
very  large  trade  has  developed  between  China  and  the  other  silver 
using  countries  of  Asia.  The  expansion  in  exports  has  been 
mainly  in  these  miscellaneous  products.  The  value  of  silk  and 
silk  products  exported  has  grown  to  a moderate  extent,  while  that 
of  tea  has  greatly  fallen  off.  The  following  table  gives  the  relative 
progress  of  tea,  silk,  and  all  other  products  in  silver  values.  It  is 
understood  that  I am  speaking  of  exports  to  foreign  countries 
from  all  China,  not  of  those  from  Shanghai  in  particular. 
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Exports  from  China  to  Foreign  Countries  during  the 
undermentioned  Years. 


Articles. 

Value  in  Thousands. 

1 

1875. 

1880. 

1890. 

1892. 

1893. 

Tea  . . 

Silk 

All  other  products. . 

H.  taels. 
36,697 
24,894 
7,321 

H.  taels. 
35,627 
29,831 
12,425 

H.  taels. 
26,662 
30,255 
30,327 

H.  taels. 
25,983 
38,292 
38,308 

H.  taels. 
30,559 
38,114 
47,959 

Total 

68,912 

77,983 

87,244 

102,583 

116,632 

I 

The  silver  values  above  given  represent  very  closely  the  volume 
of  commodities.  Taking  one  year  with  another  there  has  been 
but  little  variation  in  the  price  per  ton  or  per  cwt.  as  the  case 
may  be,  but  the  tendency  in  recent  years  has  been  towards  a rise. 
It  is  very  difficult  in  dealing  with  commodities  which  vary  in 
quality  to  determine  prices  with  entire  accuracy,  hut  as  the  values 
above  given  are  determined  from  year  to  year  on  the  same 
principle,  they  may  be  taken  as  sufficiently  exact  to  show  with 
reasonable  certainty  variations  extending  over  a long  period. 

The  following  table  shows  in  index  numbers  the  variations  in 
the  silver  price  of  15  principal  articles  of  export  as  arranged  from 
Tables  A and  B of  my  report*  on  silver  of  last  year. 


* T*.0.  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series,  No.  305  of  1893. 


Variations  in  Prices  of  Standard  Articles  of  Export,  1870-94.  (Average  1870-74  =•  100.) 
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Silk,  raw,  No.  4, 
„ refuse  . . 

„ piece-goods 
Tea,  black  . . 

,,  green  . . 

,,  brick  . . 
Beans 

Hides,  cow  . . 
Cotton,  raw  . . 
Sugar,  brown 
Strawbraid  . . 
Chinaware  . . 
W ool . . 

Hemp 

Tobacco,  leaf 

d 
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Turning  to  the  particular  exports  from  Shanghai,  raw  silk 
continues  to  he  as  heretofore  by  far  the  most  important  article. 
The  export  of  white  silk  during  the  year  has  rather  fallen  off, 
there  being  only  52,634  cwts.  as  against  61,429  cwts.  in  1892.  In 
regard  to  price  the  market  has  undergone  the  greatest  vicissitudes. 
During  the  season  1892-93  the  local  price  of  raw  silk  under  the 
combined  effects  of  a strong  European  demand  and  a falling 
exchange,  rose  from  25  per  cent  to  30  per  cent.  “ Blue  Elephant  ” 
chop,  which  in  June,  1892,  was  quoted  337  Sh.  taels  (11s.  8 d. 
per  lb.),  had  risen  by  April,  1893,  to  445  Sh.  taels  (14s.  7 d.  per  lb.). 
The  result  was  that  almost  every  available  pound  of  silk  in  the 
country  was  brought  to  market,  and  the  total  export  for  the  season 
was  one  of  the  largest.  With  the  season  1893-94,  however,  a 
change  set  in.  The  European  demand  slackened,  and  owing  to 
financial  troubles  in  America  there  were  few  buyers  for  that 
country.  At  the  same  time  silver  continued  to  fall  rapidly  as  the 
result  of  currency  legislation  in  India  and  the  United  States. 
The  result  was  that  the  gold  price  in  Europe  began  to  give  way, 
and  continued  to  drop  throughout  till  at  the  end  of  the  season  it 
has  reached  the  lowest  point  on  record.  The  silver  price  in 
Shanghai  has  remained  fairly  steady.  The  effect  of  the  fall  in 
exchange  has  thus  been  visible  only  on  the  reduced  London  prices. 
The  following  monthly  quotations  of  prices  of  “ gold  Idling,”  which 
is  a medium  grade  of  raw  silk,  illustrate  these  variations : — 


Month. 

Prices  in 
Shanghai 
Taels  per 
Bale. 

Equivalent 
in  Sterling 
per  lb.  + 10%*. 

Actual 
London 
Quotations 
same  Date. 

Exchange 
Value  of 
Haikwan 
Taels. 

9. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

8. 

d . 

1893— 

June  . . 

345 

11 

41 

11 

3 

3 

10f  ' 

J uly  . . . . 

350 

10 

7 

10 

3 

3 

61 

August  . . 

355 

10 

5 

10 

0 

3 

51 

September  . . 

347* 

10 

3 

9 

10 

3 

51 

October 

337 1 

9 

11 

9 

9 

3 

51 

November  ..  .. 

340 

9 

81 

9 

41 

3 

4 

December 

3372 

9 

61 

9 

11 

3 

31 

1894— 

January 

3421 

9 

6 

9 

U 

3 

21 

February 

3471 

9 

1 

9 

0 

3 

01 

March 

3521 

8 

61 

8 

0 

2 

91 

From  the  foregoing  table  it  will  be  seen  how  accurately  the 
London  market  has  followed  the  fall  in  silver.  If  the  European 
demand  had  been  stronger  gold  prices  no  doubt  would  have 
remained  steadier,  and  in  that  case  silver  prices  on  this  side  would 
have  risen.  But  a comparison  of  prices  over  a long  series  of  years 
has  shown  that  on  the  whole  the  European  price  has  fallen  with 
the  fall  in  silver,  and  that  the  silver  price  has  kept  steady. 
Roughly  speaking,  the  price  of  raw  silk  in  silver,  like  the  price  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  commodities,  has  not  greatly  varied  ; but  the 
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price  in  England  lias  fallen  in  the  course  of  the  last  20  years  from 
an  average  of  11.  per  lb.  to  1CB.  per  lb.,  or  a fall  of  50  per  cent. 

There  may,  of  course,  have  been  other  causes  at  work,  but  the  fall 
in  silver  seems  to  be  one  of  the  most  potent. 

The  export  of  tea  from  all  China  has  somewhat  recovered  lost  Tea. 
oround,  and  prices  on  the  whole  have  been  rather  stronger.  The  Export  from 
export  was  1,716,000  piculs  (1  picul  = 133^  lbs.),  against a11  bliina. 
1,570,000  piculs  in  1892. 

The  export  of  black  tea  from  North  China  (that  is,  from 
Shanghai  and  the  river  ports),  has  been  as  follows  for  the  two 
seasons  1892-93  and  1893-94: — 


Exported  to — 

1893-94. 

1892-93. 

Great  Britain 
United  States  and  Canada 
Russia  vis!  Odessa  . . 
Russia  via  Tientsin 
Russian  Mancliuria 

Lbs. 

19.870.000 

6.900.000 
22,000,000 

15.603.000 

1.356.000 

Lbs. 

23.705.000 

7.160.000 

15.423.000 

8.693.000 
355,000 

Total  

65,819,000 

I 

55,336,000 

As  will  be  seen  from  this  table,  Russia  has  been  the  principal 
buyer.  The  exports  to  Russia  in  the  season  1892-93  were  very 
low,  that  being  the  famine  year,  and  a larger  demand  this  year  was 
the  natural  result.  The  export  to  England  as  well  as  to  America 
has  considerably  declined.  Owing  chiefly  to  the  Russian  demand, 
which  extended  to  the  commoner  grades,  prices  have  been  fairly 
well  maintained,  and  in  certain  cases  have  risen. 

The  fall  in  silver,  which  set  in  in  June,  has,  no  doubt,  tended  Effect  of  fall 
in  the  same  direction ; but  its  principal  effect,  as  in  the  case  of  j.gasilver  011 
silk,  has  been  apparent  in  lowered  prices  at  home.  Notwith- 
standing lower  prices,  the  English  demand  for  China  teas  seems  to 
slacken  year  by  year,  and  according  to  some  is  threatened  with 
complete  extinction  at  no  distant  date. 

Merchants  are  now  watching  with  much  interest  the  action  of  Action  of 
the  Ceylon  Government  in  currency  matters.  If  Ceylon  decides  ^^ment 
to  throw  in  its  lot  with  India  in  the  matter  of  coinage,  it  is  and  itg 
anticipated  that  every  divergence  between  the  natural  and  artificial  bearing, 
value  of  the  rupee  will  be  a premium  of  so  much  in  favour  of 
China  tea.  It  would  seem  that  this  must  be  the  result,  and  though 
the  preference  of  the  British  tea-drinker  for  Ceylon  and  Indian 
growths  may  be  to  a considerable  degree  a matter  of:  sentiment 
and  not  of  cost,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  cheaper  dollar  will 
give  a decided  advantage  to  China  green  tea. 

The  export  of  this  class  shows  a large  advance,  being  Green  tea. 
33,000,000  lbs.,  against  26,000,000  in  1892.  The  whole  of  that 
increase  was  in  response  to  American  demand  both  at  the  end  of 
last  season  and  during  the  present.  Silver  prices  have  shown  in 
consequence  a considerable  rise.  The  export  to  England  is 
apparently  stationary ; but  the  export  to  Bombay  continues! 
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to  grow,  apparently  in  response  to  a demand  from  Persia, 
Afghanistan,  &c. 

Of  other  articles  of  export  which  have  made  the  greatest  pro- 
gress, I may  mention  raw  cotton,  the  quantity  of  which  sent  to 
foreign  countries  during  the  year  was  880,502  cwts.,  as  against 
753,995  cwts.  in  1892.  The  most  of  this  went  to  Japan,  but 
within  the  last  few  months  as  much  as  180,000  cwts.  have  been 
shipped  to  Europe,  one-third  being  for  Liverpool,  destined,  I pre- 
sume, for  Manchester,  and  the  balance  being  for  the  Continent. 
The  local  price  is  about  12  taels  per  picul  of  133J  lbs.,  equal  to  a 
laying  down  price  in  England  of  about  3 \d.  per  lb. 

Straw  braid  has  also  increased,  the  export  being  118,000  cwts., 
against  101,000  cwts.  in  1892. 

A similar  increase  has  to  be  noted  in  hides,  skin  rugs,  beans, 
and  bean-cake,  and  indeed  in  almost  all  the  crowd  of  miscellaneous 
articles  which  go  to  make  up  the  export  of  China  to  foreign 
countries. 


Local  Industries. — Cotton  Spinning. 

I have  in  previous  reports  set  out  the  progress  that  has  been 
made  in  the  establishment  of  cotton  mills  in  Shanghai.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  two  mills  were  in  operation — one  a yarn  mill 
of  15,000  spindles,  and  the  other  turning  out  both  yarn  and  cloth 
with  25,000  spindles  and  550  looms.  Though  nominally  private, 
both  companies  are  in  reality  official  owned,  and  claiming  to  work 
under  a special  license  from  the  Government,  which  gave  them  a 
monopoly  for  a term  of  years,  they  endeavoured  to  keep  out  all 
competitors,  both  foreign  and  native. 

In  October  last  the  cloth  mill  was  accidentally  burned,  and 
being  uninsured,  the  owners  lost  thereby  a large  sum  of  money. 
Steps,  however,  were  at  once  taken  to  have  the  mill  rebuilt,  and  an 
order  for  fresh  machinery  was  sent  to  England  without  delay.  It 
is  expected  that  in  a few  months’  time  the  mill  will  be  again  ready 
to  begin  working,  and  with  largely  augmented  machinery.  There 
will  be  when  completed  100,000  spindles  and  1,500  looms.  The 
event,  however,  seems  to  have  induced  the  promoters  to  change 
their  tactics.  Instead  of  endeavouring  to  keep  a monopoly  of  the 
right  to  manufacture  cloth  and  yarn,  they  seem  to  think  it  will  pay 
better  to  allow  others  to  join  on  condition  of  their  paying  a royalty 
or  percentage  on  their  output  to  the  owners  of  the  Pioneer  Mill. 
The  percentage  demanded  is  said  to  be  1 tael  per  bale  of  yarn  pro- 
duced, which  at  present  prices  would  be  a levy  of  only  about  1 J per 
cent,  on  the  output.  With  a certain  profit  of  some  10  taels  to  12  taels 
per  bale  this  is  not  a serious  demand,  and  accordingly  a great 
number  of  Chinese  capitalists  are  desirous  of  engaging  in  the 
business.  Certain  other  unwelcome  conditions,  however,  appear  to 
be  attached,  and  there  is  a widespread  distrust  and  apprehension 
that  the  levy  of  1 tael  per  bale  would  not  necessarily  be  the  limit 
of  official  interference.  So  far,  therefore,  only  three  new  mills, 
besides  the  burnt  out  one,  have  been  contracted  for  ; but  even  with 
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these  a respectable  beginning  will  have  been  made.  By  the  end  of 
the  year  at  least  150,000  spindles  will  be  running  in  Shanghai, 
besides  those  at  Hankow,  working  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Viceroy  Chang  Chih  Tung.  So  far  no  foreign  firm  has  succeeded 
in  taking  part  in  cotton-spinning. 

Foreign  merchants  claim  the  right  under  treaty  to  engage  at  the 
open  ports  in  cotton  manufacture  as  in  any  other  industry.  This  gfcill  denied 
right  is  steadily  denied  by  the  Chinese  Government,  who  have  the  right  of 
gone  so  far  as  to  issue  orders  to  all  their  custom-house  officers  not 
to  permit  even  the  landing  of  cotton  machinery  unless  accompanied  pt°d 
by  a special  certificate  permitting  its  importation.  Chinese 

All  merchants,  of  whatever  nationality,  have  joined  in  protest-  Government 
ing  against  this  unwarranted  limitation  on  the  ground  that  what-  ^^event 
ever  may  be  said  of  the  right  to  manufacture,  the  right  to  import 
machinery,  like  all  other  articles  whatsoever  not  expressly  for- 
bidden, is  secured  by  the  terms  of  the  treaties. 

Nevertheless,  the  Chinese  Government  maintain  that  the  Plea  of 
manufacture  of  cotton  by  foreigners  would  be  an  interference  with  Chinese 
the  means  of  livelihood  of  the  Chinese  population,  and  on  that 
ground  they  seem  resolved  to  keep  us  out. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Chinese  are  now  missing  a 
golden  opportunity.  It  would  be  to  their  interest  not  merely 
to  permit,  but  to  encourage  by  every  means  in  their  power  the 
establishment  of  industries,  cotton  especially,  and  to  promote 
the  inflow  of  foreign  capital,  which  is  what  the  country  wants. 

So  long  as  it  pleases  them  to  pay  some  4,000,000/.  or  5,000,000/. 
per  year  for  yarn  and  cottons  which  they  might  just  as  well  make 
themselves,  so  much  the  better  for  us  and  for  Bombay.  The  manu- 
facturer of  machinery  loses  a market  perhaps,  but  Manchester 
gains. 

The  question  is,  how  long  it  will  last  ? That  again  depends  Influence  of 
upon  the  question  how  long  silver  will  remain  at  its  present  low  Sllver- 
rate.  If  the  present  price  of  silver  becomes  permanent,  I appre- 
hend that  the  percentage  of  profit  on  manufacturing  cotton  will  be 
so  great  that  a great  development  will  follow.  At  present  there  is 
so  much  uncertainty  attending  the  future  of  silver  that  men  will 
not  risk  any  large  amount  on  undertakings  of  this  nature.  Should 
silver  go  back  to  anything  near  its  old  ratio,  the  profits  on  local 
mills  would  pro  tanto  disappear,  and  besides,  future  mills  would  be 
able  to  buy  their  machinery  much  cheaper.  Persons,  therefore,  who 
had  already  purchased,  would  be  handicapped  against  subsequent 
enterprises. 

At  the  moment  the  Chinese  Government  seems  resolved  to  keep 
the  development  of  the  cotton  industry  within  small  limits,  but  in 
a country  like  this,  it  is  so  often  the  unlikely  that  happens  that  no 
one  can  say  what  will  take  place.  One  thing  is  certain,  and  that 
is,  that  the  Chinese,  if  they  do  open  the  door  to  cotton  manufac- 
ture on  a large  scale,  will  be  very  serious  competitors  both  to 
Bombay  and  to  Lancashire.  There  would  of  course  be  gains  to  us  Bombay 
in  other  directions,  and  it  might  be  that  trade  with  Great  Britain  jJ^ca3^re' 
would,  on  the  whole,  gain  more  than-  it  would  lose.  New  lines  * 
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would  be  opened  out  as  the  country  became  wealthier,  but  anyhow, 
there  would  be  a serious  disturbance  of  the  existing  course  of 
trade. 


Silk  Filatures. 


Industries 
connected 
with  silk. 


Foreign 

filatures. 


Waste  silk. 


Foreign 

capital. 


It  is  satisfactory  to  have  to  record  the  addition  during  the  year 
of  two  new  establishments  for  the  reeling  of  silk  from  cocoons  by 
foreign  machinery.  It  has  always  been  a matter  of  regret  that  the 
Chinese  Government  have  not  been  more  liberal  in  the  encourage- 
ment of  improved  methods  for  the  production  of  silk,  which  is  and 
always  will  be  an  inexhaustible  source  of  wealth  to  the  country. 
It  has  often  been  pointed  out  how  much  the  Japanese  Government 
has  done  in  this  direction,  with  the  result  that  the  value  of  silk 
annually  exported  from  that  country  has  increased  tenfold.  In 
China,  where  all  the  natural  advantages  are  on  her  side,  the 
Government  have  done  nothing,  arid  have  even  thrown  and  con- 
tinue to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  those  foreigners  who  sought 
to  introduce  new  methods.  It  is  even  yet,  I believe,  forbidden  to 
erect  any  foreign  machinery  in  the  interior  where  the  silkworms 
are  reared,  and  consequently  the  filatures  are  limited  to  the  foreign 
settlements.  The  cocoons  have  to  be  bought,  dried,  and  prepared 
within  a short  space  of  time,  and  at  districts  in  the  interior  where 
no  proper  appliances  exist,  and  the  foreign  buyers  are  often 
subject  to  delays  and  inconveniences  through  the  interference  of 
officials. 

Notwithstanding  these  obstacles  the  foreign  filatures  are 
proving  successful,  with  the  result,  as  I have  said,  that  additional 
ventures  of  the  kind  are  being  erected.  Silk  prepared  in  this  way 
commands  a much  better  price  than  ordinary  China  reelings,  being 
indeed  the  finest  silk  that  the  world  produces.  The  result  is 
entirely  to  the  advantage  of  China,  inasmuch  as  it  enhances  the 
value  of  her  exports  and  puts  her  in  a better  position  as  regards- 
the  balance  of  trade. 

Machinery  for  the  preparation  of  waste  silk  has  also,  to  a small 
extent  been  introduced,  and  ought  to  be  farther  encouraged.  Large 
quantities  of  silk  refuse  which  formerly  was  only  used  for  wadding, 
or  was  even  thrown  away,  can  now  be  prepared  by  improved 
machinery  and  spun  into  yarn.  Cheap  silver  has  made  this  quite 
a large  article  of  export,  but  its  value  to  China  might  be  made 
much  greater  if  it  were  treated  in  the  country  and  exported  in  the 
form  of  yarn  rather  than  in  bales  of  waste. 

If  the  Chinese  Government  were  alive  to  their  own  advan- 
tages, they  would  encourage  all  such  industries  and  welcome 
the  investment  of  foreign  capital  for  these  and  other  like 
purposes. 

The  present  low  price  of  silver  presents  a probably  unique 
opportunity  for  laying  down  foreign  capital  in  China  on  favourable 
terms.  If  the  Chinese  Government  were  disposed  to  come  into 
the  European  market  as  a borrower  for  railways  or  other  public 
works,  they  could  do  so  on  most  satisfactory  terms.  A gold  loan 
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would  yield  them  in  silver  about  double  the  old  amount,  and  such 
a loan  well  spent  would  not  merely  repay  itself  in  interest,  but  it 
would,  like  a fertilising  stream,  so  stimulate  the  exports  of  China  Surplus  silver 
that  there  would  soon  be  a large  annual  balance  in  her  favour  of  tk®  West 
which  would  induce  a steady  flow  of  silver  into  the  country  to  the  absorbed  here 
relief  of  the  West  and  to  her  own  very  great  advantage.  if  Chinese 

Or  if,  contenting  herself  with  minor  benefits,  China  could  only  Government 
show  herself  a little  more  favourably  disposed  towards  foreign  wou1^  onlJ 
innovations,  if  she  would  only  assure  to  industries  protection  and  p 
freedom  from  vexatious  interference,  a good  deal  might  be  done  in 
the  introduction  of  foreign  capital  through  private  enterprise. 

Besides  cotton  spinning,  of  which  I have  spoken,  there  are 
numerous  industries  which,  in  view  of  the  relatively  very  low  rates 
of  wages  now  prevailing  in  the  East,  might  be  carried  on  with  great 
profit.  Some  of  these,  such  as  the  manufacture  of  matches,  soap,  Minor  " 
paper,  &c.,  are  beginning  to  take  root,  but  until  the  Government  industries ' 
shows  itself  more  benevolent,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  there  If  ginniIlg  toJ 
will  be  much  opening  for  European  capital.  a e 100t‘ 

If  China  were  only  fairly  open  to  foreign  enterprise,  there  is 
room  here  for  all  the  surplus  silver  of  the  world  for  many  years  to 
come. 


Movements  of  Treasure. 

The  following  are  the  movements  of  the  precious  metals  during 
the  year : — 

1. — Entering  and  Leaving  the  Port  of  Shanghai  by  Sea. 

iMrORTS. 


Gold. 

Silver. 

From — 

In  Bars. 

In  Coin. 

Bullion. 

1 In  Mexican 
Dollars. 

Foreign  countries 
Chinese  ports — 
Tientsin 
Newchwang  . . 
Chefoo 
Corea  . . 

Other  ports 

H.  taels. 
210,000 

2,074,000 

I, 291,000 
762,000 

291.000 

136.000 

H.  taels. 
250,000 

H.  taels. 
8,078,000 

I, 238,000 

30.000 
1,111,000 

12.000 
1,921,000 

H.  taels. 

7.525.000 

98.000 
8,000 

183,000 

24.000 

3.750.000 

Total  . . 

4,764,000 

250,000 

12,390,000 

11,588,000 
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Expoets. 


Gold.  . 

Silver. 

To— 

In  Bars. 

In  Coin. 

Bullion. 

In  Mexican 
Dollars. 

Foreign  countries 
Other  Chinese  ports  . . j 

H.  taels. 
7,873,000 
8,000 

H.  taels. 
1,000 

H.  taels. 
659,000 
10,072,000 

H.  taels. 
3,471,000 

I, 285,000 

Total  . . . . I 

7,881,000 

1,000 

10,731,000 

4,756,000 

Table  showing  Net  Import  of  Silver  and  Export  of  Gold  at 

Shanghai. 


Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Net  export  of  gold  to  foreign 

H.  taels. 

£ 

countries,  chiefly  Europe 

7,414,000 

1,461,000 

Net  import  of  silver  . . . . 

11,473,000 

2,261,000 

It  will  he  seen  from  the  above  table  that  nearly  all  the  imports 
of  gold  came  from  the  northern  ports  of  China,  and  little  or  none 
from  the  west  or  south.  This  lends  colour  to  the  theory  that  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  total  export  of  gold  from  China  is 
the  produce  of  mines  in  Manchuria  or  along  the  Corean  Frontier. 

2. — The  net  movements  of  treasure  between  China  as  a whole 
and  foreign  countries  during  1893  was  as  follows — 


Table  showing  Net  Export  of  Gold  and  Import  of  Silver  for 

all  China. 


Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Gold,  net  export  . . 
Silver,  net  import . . 

H.  taels. 
7,459,000 
10,804,000 

£ 

1.468.000 

2.127.000 

The  difference  3,345,000  Haikwan  taels  (660,000Z.)  may  be 
taken  as  representing  the  balance  accruing  to  China  on  the  year’s 
trade. 

Appended  are  the  usual  tables. 


Annex  I. — Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  Entered  and  Cleared  under  each  Flag  for  the  Years^l892-93. 
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Total. 

1893. 

Tons. 

I 3,586,594 
1 23 

467,682 
212,791 
4,768 
61,136 
18,434 
95,984 
312,403 
1,527,514 
14,784 

6,302,113 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

2,982 

1 

569 

103 

8 

97 

26 

74 

321 

1,440 

5,643 

CM 

CD 

00 

Tons. 

OOMOO^CCO^'Ht^ 

CO  CO  l-  CD  O CO  O)  CD  Cl 

co  r-T  cT  co  i-T  rjT  co"  cm~  r-T  • 

lO  03  r-H  CO  < TO 

CO  03  r— « CO 

co*  f-T 

6,320,779 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

(MHiOOiO'O^^CO!^ 

^ (M  O h q cl  O ^ iO  ; 

O lO  H CO  ^ • 

CO'  r-T 

5,671 

Cleared. 

CO 

00 

Tons. 

1,797,596 

23*3*059 

105,379 

2,384 

30,749 

9,217 

47,992 

156,872 

763,739 

7,392 

3,154,379 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

O ^HTtOlCONMOH 
CD  • 00  o*  ^ H CO  CO  (M  rH 

: cm  ^ t>- 

2,821 

cm 

cd 

00 

1 ^ 

Tons. 

1,826,583 

23 

209,151 

109,968 

4,768 

18,558 

7,787 

56,970 

166,532 

757,092 

CD 

O 

kO 

CO 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

cor-ncMcooocM-Ht'-.cMco 
03  COO  COM^f-C5  : 

lO  CM  r-H  b-  . 

00_ 

Entered. 

CD 

00 

Tons. 

OOTOTOC'l'^Nt'-C'l-^OM 
CT>  CM  CM  r- i 00  00  —•  CD  CO  t—  CD 
I CD  CD^COW(MO^iOt>CO 
CO  rtT  cT  cT  GD  t^  co 

CO  co  O CO  lO  co 

CM  r-H  — c- 

3,147,734 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1,492 

1 

285 

52 

4 

48 

13 

37 

159 

720 

11 

2,822 

1892. 

Tons. 

1,826,801 

23 

212,651 

109,740 

4,172 

18,972 

7,072 

56,970 

166,085 

760,884 

o 

co' 

co 

co 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1,519 

1 

263 

53 

7 

33 

10 

47 

171 

726 

o 

CO 

00 

of 

Flag. 



British 

American  

German  

French 

Danish 

Swedish  and  Norwegian  ... 

Russian  

Austrian  

Japanese  

Chinese  

Dutch 

Total  

Total. 

1893. 

Tons. 

77,581 

44,832 

2,964 

*’*  35 
11,956  i 
88,621 
1,768 

227,757 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

O O CO  H CD  CD  CM  \ <4* 

— ■ : CM  X)  r- 

*-<  : ^ I co 

1 

1892. 

Tons. 

_ 

71,805 

29,008 

3,404 

5,079 

35 

21,066 

89,099 

219,496 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

CO  CO  »C  r H r-  CD  MO 

° ^ ^ S : M 

V 

Cleared. 

1893. 

Tons. 

36,845 
21,340 
1,482  j 

*”  35 
5,531 
44,489 
884 

110,606 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

52 

19 

3 

***1 

12 

243 

1 

331 

CM 

CD 

00 

Tons. 

35,669 

14,235 

1,702 

2,990 

10*  086 
42,950 

107,632 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

CM  —4  CO  SO  CO  lO  • 

»o  cm  : cm  j 

CM  • 

347 

Q> 

o» 

C 

H 

1892.  1 1893. 

Tons. 

40,736 

23,492 

W2 

6,*  425 
44,132 
884 

117,151 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

58 

21 

3 

*14 

246 

1 

CO 

Tons. 

CO  CO  CM  CD  iO  O CD 
CO  *>•  O X JO  00  ^ 

r-H  t—  CD^  — ^ 

o'  co*  • 

111,864 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

•M  CM  CO  CM  r-H 

iO  CM  Cl  * 

cm  : 

00 

Flag. 

British 

American  

German  

Swedish  and  Norwegian 

Russian  

J apanese  

Chinese  

Non-treaty  

Total  

26 
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Annex  II. — Return  of  Principal  Foreign  Articles  of  Import 
to  Shanghai  during  the  Years  1892-93. 


Articles. 

1892. f 

1893.J 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sterling. 

H.  taels. 

H.  taels. 

£ 

Opium — 

Malwa  

Cwts.  ... 

25,069 

8,002,306 

25,466 

10,653,933 

2,097,000 

Patna  

,, 

10,002 

2,814,754 

9,697 

3,706,940 

729,800 

Benares  

,, 

7,280 

2,030,645 

5,884 

2,267,766 

446,500 

Persian 

332 

75,540 

30 

9,750 

1,900 

Cotton  goods : — 
Shirtings — 

Pieces*... 

Grey 

6,117,642 

10,398,992 

3,997,271 

7,994,542 

1,574,500 

White 

,, 

1,567,411 

2,899,711 

1,223,510 

2,569,358 

506,000 

Dyed  plain  

,,  ... 

131,040 

314,496 

25,958 

70,086 

13,800 

Figured  

n 

43,138 

86,376 

119,408 

262,698 

51,800 

T-cloths — 

English 

1,372,873 

1,652,061 

978,026 

1,326,269 

261,000 

Bombay  ... 

363,148 

368,816 

227,151 

277,416 

54,000 

Drills— 

English 

,, 

154,715 

309,430 
1 436,529 

427,092 

981,292 

193,000 

American  

638,457 

422,700 

1,099,000 

216,400 

Dutch  

34,680 

53,020 

63,120 

113,616 

22,500 

Bombay 

,, 

430 

924 

10,261 

24,821 

4,900 

J eans — 

English 

,, 

123,767 

191,839 

92,194 

166,149 

32,700 

Dutch  

16,220 

25,295 

26,660 

50,654 

10,000 

American  

iy 

18,000 

30,600 

24,000 

48,000 

9,400 

Sheetings — 

English 

99 

652,931 

1,338,509 

728,258 

1,674,993 

330,000 

American  

... 

1,314,615 

3,156,000 

903,335 

2,439,005 

480,000 

Bombay 

50,905 

96,720 

93,690 

206,118 

40,500 

Chintzes  and  furnitures ... 

52,586 

52,586 

47,000 

61,004 

12,000 

Cotton  prints,  plain 

367,036 

495,500 

355,511 

497,715 

98,000 

Twills,  printed  

190,074 

380,143 

114,511 

240,473 

47,500 

Turk  ey- reds  

99 

344,948 

436,691 

157,515 

209,883 

43,000 

Cotton  lastings  

368, 188 

920,471 

280,835 

744,477 

146,600 

,,  Italians  

n 

130,274 

274,156 

201,142 

484,338 

95,000 

Velvets  and  velveteens  ... 

99  ... 

41,714  ! 

272,065 

48,687 

284,682 

56,800 

Cotton  handkerchiefs  ... 

Dozens  ... 

573,240 

229,310 

515,245 

229,292 

45,700’ 

,,  towels 

... 

508  454 

153,827 

• 803,296 

223,084 

44,500 

Cotton  yarn — 

' 

English 

Cwts.  ... 

19,704 

331,041 

21,505 

415,517 

82,900 

Bombay 

99  ... 

823,280 

... 

11,064,904 

580,065 

8,283,344 

1,631,800 

Japanese  

2,909 

48,569 

9,600 

Woollen  goods — 

Camlets 

Tieces  ... 

69,324 

596,186 

68,788 

701,434 

138,000 

Lasting^ 

... 

105,840 

711,652 

76,206 

619,968 

122,000 

Long  ells  

i> 

76,550 

348,303 

86,780 

433,900 

85,000 

Spanish  stripes 

, , 

49,543 

470,659 

46,092 

437,874 

86,200 

Cloth — 

Broad,  medium,  and 

habit 

14,461 

289,220 

7,493 

149,800 

29,500 

Russian 

20,854 

513,006 

8,204 

201,818 

40,300 

Italian,  plain  and 

figured  

,, 

73,443 

412,537 

113,958 

666,384 

131,200 

Lustres  and  Orleans, 

plain  and  figured 

... 

12,656 

35,224 

11,372 

36,472 

7,200 

Flannels 

f 

4,443 

44,460 

5,092 

51,343 

10,100 

Metals : — 
Iron — 

Nail  rod  

Cwts.  ... 

258,760 

391,247 

277,696 

443.206 

87,300 

Bar  

102,182 

167,376 

70,294 

124,003 

24,400 

Plates  

... 

35,059 

73,166 

43,704 

137,767 

27,700 

Wire  

65,327 

208,537 

61,072 

164,711 

32,500 

Pig  

108,313 

104,630 

72,078 

78,711 

15,500 

Old  iron,  all  sorts  ... 

99 

611,071 

571,825 

392,307 

383,719 

75,500 

Tin,  in  slabs  

•• 

49,894 

1,089,698 

49,673 

1,168,345 

230,000 

Lead,  in  pigs  

... 

148,228 

429,579 

105,194 

318,108 

62,500 

Copper  slabs,  Japanese 

26,901 

311,838 

30,038 

348,225 

68,500 

Steel  bars  

»* 

27,939 

81,721 

40,535 

163,441 

32,000 

Sundries — 

Coal  

... 

7,508,300 

1,867,075 

7,139,780 

1,784,945 

351,600 

Dyes,  aniline  

780,835 

773,186 

152,300 

Ginseng,  American 

Cwts.  ... 

"i,161 

273,258 

*1,157 

272,160 

53,600 

Glass  windows 

Boxes  ... 

44,323 

101,943 

84,317 

227,467 

44,700 

25,200 

Glassware  

Cwts.  ... 

4,663 

39,171 

4,272 

128,284 

Machinery  

225,709 

651,453 

138,000 

Matches — 

European  

Gross  ... 

625,919 

176,452 

218,733 

76,088 

15,000 

Japanese  

» •• 

1,322,297 

225,173 

1,839,415 

332,474 

65,500 

SHANGHAI. 
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Beturn  of  Principal  Foreign  Articles  of  Import  to  Shanghai 
during  the  Years  1892-93 — continued. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1893. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sterling. 

Medicines,  foreign 

Cwts.  ... 

H.  taels. 
81,293 

17,713 

H.  taels. 
191,383 

£ 

37,800 

Needles 

Mille  ... 

1,894,047 

259,177 

2,231,001 

319,457 

63,000 

Oil,  kerosene — 
American  

Gallons... 

17,191,400 

1,640,917 

23,619,005 

2,332,408 

460,000 

Russian  

„ 

3,836,476 

315,336 

5,132,045 

483,475 

95,000 

Railway  plant  and 
materials  

138,184 

64,890 

12,700 

Seaweed,  Japanese 

Cwts.  ... 

455,736 

716,365 

398,041 

716,602 

141.000 

Soap  

Boxes  ... 

205,047 

216,692 

})  •••  •••  ••• 

Cwts.  ... 

91,676 

355,788 

70j000 

Telegraphic  materials... 

103,711 

112,496 

22,000 

Timber,  soft  wood 
planks 

Sq.  feet... 

14,973,009 

269,514 

16,563,870 

298,160 

58,600 

Sugar  

Cwts.  ... 

295,235 

1,169,394 

1,357,040 

5,342,037 

1,051,500 

Watches 

Pieces  ... 

29,334 

112,261 

17,802 

78,186 

15,400 

Unenumerated 

13,267,629 

15,068,809 

2,968,500  . 

Total  

78,777,426 

83,974,245 

16,542,000 

* Pieces  of  40  yds.  f Exchange  at  4*.  4 \d.  to  the  tael, 

t Exchange  at  3s.  ll^d.  to  the  tael. 
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Annex  III. — Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Native  Import  to 
Shanghai  during  the  Years  1892-93. 


1892. 

1893. 

A1  llClcS. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sterling. 

Siik : — 
Baw — 
White 

Cwts. 

1,154 

H.  taels. 
218,157 

1,885 

H.  taels. 
324,853 

£ 

63,955 

Yellow 

tt 

... 

12,376 

2,339,091 

17,227 

2,965,623 

584,053 

Wild  ... 

... 

10,261 

870 

810,324 

7,995 

2,191 

772,370 

152,060 

Cocoons... 

... 

36,553 

106,810 

21,028 

Waste  ... 

... 

,, 

27,847 

943,697 

42,295 

1,305,961 

257,111 

Piece-goods 

... 

7) 

... 

2,651 

1,336,068 

3,166 

1,596,204 

314,252 

Pongees... 

... 

... 

5) 

... 

3,244 

435,955 

3,405 

457,771 

90,124 

Tea- 
Black  ... 

329,445 

225,163 

5,534,679 

360,011 

4,838,562 

952,592 

Green  ... 

... 

y y 

3,593,607 

284,772 

5,741,020 

1,130,264 

Brick  ... 

,, 

... 

315,983 

2,123,407 

403,882 

2,311,831 

455,142 

Opium,  native 

... 

7 ) 

2,525 

608,014 

2,936 

830,323 

163,470 

Sundries : — 
Beancake 

>9 

667,621 

448,642 

812,820 

655,458 

129,043 

Beans  ... 

» 7 

... 

599,927 

670,958 

512,217 

963,863 

1,105,935 

592,011 

217,731 

Chinaware 

... 

,, 

38,469 

42,282 

116,552 

Cloth,  native 

... 

... 

,, 

... 

8,198 

275,516 

162,663 

8,152 

273,945 

53,933 

Coal 

... 

... 

It 

... 

879,260 

733,700 

209,105 

1,042,694 

41,168 

Cotton,  raw 

... 

40,235 

337,990 

116,009 

205,280 

Fungus  .. 

... 

... 

7 7 

... 

19,988 

5,482 

369,393 

272,245 

24,316 

402,392 

79,221 

Grass  cloth 

77 

4,711 

158,739 

250,470 

49,312 

Hemp  ... 

... 

,, 

... 

147,701 

59,561 

769,227 

826,718 

162,760 

Hides  ... 

... 

tt 

419,016 

1,542,929 

91,172 

630,753 

124,179 

Medicines 

... 

... 

... 

245,007 

217,033 

1.369,324 

269,585 

Oil,  wood 
Paper  ... 

... 

,, 

130,257' 

522,166 

121,905 

532,490 

104,834 

... 

,, 

... 

196,280 

1,876,254 

187,455 

2,206,115 

1,748,277 

344,192 

Bice 

... 

... 

77 

... 

1,597,252 

2,012,538 

2,599,763 

511,828 

Skins— 
Bugs  ... 

Pieces 

790,588 

735,876 

1,008,168 

909,681 

179,094 

Furs  ... 

... 

... 

Cwts. 

... 

... 

2,857,283 

113,571 

421,128 

82,909 

Straw-hraid 

... 

... 

... 

93,198 

1 ,837^676 

2,315,897 

455,942 

Sugar — 
Brown 

77 

987,704 

2,074,179 

434,029 

1,312,508 

258,400 

White 

... 

... 

77 

r.. 

475,841 

54,754 

1,638,804 

287,986 

1,403,073 

276,230 

Candy 

77 

... 

374,185 

24,870 

196,382 

38,663 

Tallow,  vegetable 

... 

77 

... 

66,729 

403,586 

101,013 

226,059 

610,927 

120,276 

Tobacco... 

... 

... 

„ 

... 

162,550 

1,904,865 

2,230,625 

439,155 

Varnish... 

... 

,, 

... 

10,813 

327,021 

376,238 

11,088 

325,993 

64,180 

Vermicelli 

... 

77 

... 

109,244 

100,638 

338,144 

66,572 

Wax  ... 

... 

... 

77 

11,295 

478,359 

14,428 

1,451,315 

285,728 

Wool- 

Camels’ 

7 7 

25,091 

207,423 

33,838 

279,077 

54,943 

Sheep’s 

,, 

156,214 

1,180,984 

126,583 

1,063,300 

209,338 

Unenumerated  articles 

77 

9,427,557 

1,760,851 

Total 

... 

49,190,079 

55,293,713 

| 10,885,950 

SHANGHAI. 
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Annex  IV. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Shanghai 
during  the  Years  1892-93. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1893. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sterling.* 

Silk 

Eaw — 

White 

Cwts. 

61,429 

H.  taels. 
15,723,653 

52,634 

H.  taels. 
13,764,532 

£ 

2,710,000 

Yellow 

11,361 

2,147,484 

15,998 

2,755,169 

542,400 

Wild 

10,919 

862,223 

7,183 

693,910 

136,600 

Cocoons 

3,947 

165,788 

8,198 

399,448 

78,700 

Waste 

47,455 

1,594,543 

48,366 

1,706,396 

335,900 

Piece-goods  ... 

13,276 

6,691,362 

394,495 

16  401 

8,266,470 

1,627,500 

Pongees 

2,934 

2,704 

363,571 

71,600 

Tea- 
Black  ... 

321,105 

5,415,540 

334,927 

4,547,428 

895,500 

Green  

223,803 

3,481,454 

278,657 

5,651,087 

1,112,500 

Dust  

1,035 

6,221 

3,100 

19,534 

3,800 

Brick  

335,402 

2,253,911 

18,306 

421,320 

2,477,367 

487,700 

Leaf  

1,815 

986 

9,957 

2,000 

Sundries  :— 
Beancake 

464,371 

312,067 

529,400 

426,907 

84,000 

Beans  and  peas 

M 

493,275 

596,842 

867,389 

7,700 

1,005,421 

198,000 

Books,  printed... 

1 ) 

6,091 

230,307 

291,113 

57,300 

Chinaware 

,, 

39,119 

522,386 

40,488 

564,373 

111,000 

Cloth,  native  ... 

40,138 

1,348,662 

6,333,233 

39,459 

1,325,841 

261,000 

Cotton,  raw  ... 

» 

753,955 

880,509 

7,914,023 

1,588,000 

Grasscloth 

6,173 

126,114 

284,533 

4,515 

214,058 

42,100 

Hemp  

1J 

656.808 

131,559 

685,166 

135,000 

Hides  

> ) 

60,961 

409,670 

89,544 

609,487 

120,000 

Medicines 

221,663 

1,313,324 

183,817 

1,091,686 

215,000 

Musk  

99 

40 

334,632 

434,099 

85,500 

Nut  galls 

11 

47,896 

482,800 

57*900 

188,647 

583,640 

115,000 

Paper  

99 

187,665 

1,585,230 

1,618,102 

319,000 

Bice  

n 

3,013,392 

3,796,727 

2,507,023 

2,948,259 

580,500 

„ duty  free  ... 

> y 

1,176,197 

1,482,010 

1,490,834 

1,739,942 

2,046,174 

402,800 

„ tribute 

1,183,201 

857,925 

1,008,920 

198,500 

Skins  and  skin  rugs 

Pieces 

785,592 

703,303 

999,868 

898,228 

177,000 

Skin*,  furs 

n 

2,752,958 

415,282 

82,000 

Straw.-braid 

»> 

101,771 

2,005]861 

118,345 

2,406,376 

47,400 

Sugar — 
Brown 

Cwts. 

556,776 

1,169,232 

117,902 

439,718 

86,500 

White 

• •• 

405,236 

1,395,637 

208,859 

1,017,568 

200,300 

Tobacco 

ff 

76,404 

918,513 

124,229 

1,231,876 

242,500 

Vermicelli 

n 

77,634 

267,375 

98,282 

330,232 

65,000 

Wax,  white 

j f 

9,545 

449,059 

9,559 

1,095,402 

215,600 

Wheat 

1,471,354 

1,606,720 

1,450,286 

1,533,715 

312,000 

Wool- 

Camels’ 

i > 

29,348 

241,683 

28,996 

240,273 

47,300 

Sheep’s 

) • 

171,178 

1,266,043 

13,491 

968,403 

190,500 

Exchange  at  2s.  life?,  to  the  tael. 
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General  Trade . 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Nagasaki  for  the  year  1893  Decrease 
amounted  to  871,640/.,  showing  a decrease  of  48,0777.  as  com-  trado- 
pared  with  the  preceding  year.  The  figures  for  the  two  years 
are  as  follows 
(1807) 
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JAPAN. 


Yalue. 

1893. 

1892. 

£ 

£ 

Imports 

458,301 

438,237 

Exports  . . 

413,339 

481,480 

Total  

871,640 

919,717 

It  will  be  observed  that  exports  show  a total  falling  off  of 
68,141/.,  w hile  imports,  on  the  other  hand,  have  increased  20,064 /. 
The  decrease  in  exports  is  mostly  due  to  a falling  off  in  the  coal 
supply,  and  the  increase  in  imports  may  be  accounted  for  by  an 
unusually  large  importation  of  rice. 


Imports. 


Cotton  manu- 
factures. 


Woollen  and 
mixed  cotton 
and  woollen. 
Metals. 


Sugar,  brown. 


Sugar,  white. 


Kerosene  oil. 


Cotton  manufactures  remain  at  about  the  same  figure  as  last 
year,  and  the  import  is  now  one  of  very  small  moment. 

Importation  of  cotton  for  trade  with  Corea  waa  also  trifling 
and  the  trade  with  that  country  continues  to  decline. 

The  import  of  woollen  manufactures  shows  an  increase  of 
nearly  1,000/.  but  remains  quite  insignificant. 

The  metals  imported  are  of  a very  miscellaneous  order,  the 
principal  demand  being  for  pig-iron,  iron  rod,  sheet,  nails,  and 
pipes. 

The  import  of  brown  sugar  shows  an  increase  on  that  of  1892 
of  7,491/.  and  1,978,107  lbs.  The  greatest  monthly  import  was 
during  April,  amounting  to  1,338,021  lbs.  valued  at  5,657/.  This 
trade  is  for  the  most  part  in  the  hands  of  Chinese,  though 
3,143,776  lbs.  valued  at  12,123 /.  were  imported  by  Japanese 
merchants. 

The  importation  of  white  sugar  shows  a slight  decrease  as 
compared  with  1892  amounting  to  209,651  lbs. 

The  total  import  was  2,892,001  lbs.  valued  at  85,717/.  The 
demand  was  brisk  from  April  till  November  and  throughout  the 
year  prices  were  good. 

There  is  an  undertaking  on  foot  to  construct  a sugar  refinery 
at  Moji,  which  will  have  a serious  effect  on  the  trade  of  Nagasaki 
as  far  as  refined  sugar  is  concerned,  but  this  may  be  compensated 
for  by  an  increased  importation  of  the  raw  material.  The  success 
or  otherwise  of  this  undertaking  will  have  an  important  bearing 
on  the  import  of  sugar  throughout  the  country,  the  import  of  the 
raw  material  being  to  so  large  an  extent  in  the  hands  of 
Japanese  and  Chinese  merchants. 

The  import  of  kerosene  oil  has  increased  in  quantity  47.075 
gallons,  but  shows  a falling  off  in  value  of  6,18p/.  Stocks  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  were  about  35,000  cases,  and  imports 
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during  1893  were  eight  cargoes  or  part  cargoes  of  American, 
amounting  to  260,000  cases,  and  two  part  cargoes  of  Russian, 
about  34,000  cases,  aggregating  in  all  about  329,000  cases,  most 
of  which  went  into  consumption  during  the  year,  there  being 
only  about  10,000  cases  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
consumption  shows  an  increase  of  about  10,000  cases  of  American 
oil  and  a decrease  of  about  7,000  cases  Russian  oil  as  compared 
with  1892.  The  trade  continues  to  favour  the  American  oil,  and 
a considerably  higher  price  is  usually  obtained  for  it.  The  year 
was  a fairly  good  one  both  for  importers  and  dealers,  stocks  being 
comparatively  low  and  prices  being  consequently  better  during 
most  of  the  year. 

Tanks  for  the  storage  of  Russian  oil  in  bulk  are  in  course  of 
completion  and  will  probably  be  ready  for  use  during  the  spring 
of  1894. 

Dealers  have  been  very  careful  about  making  contracts  for 
forward  deliveries  on  account  of  the  erection  of  these  tanks,  and 
it  is  expected  the  importation  of  oil  in  bulk  will  seriously  affect 
present  interests. 

Re-export  to  Corea  was  less  than  in  1892,  partly  owing  to 
short  stocks  here  during  the  winter  months.  Only  about  29,000 
cases  went  from  here. 

Only  2,660  tons  of  coal,  Cardiff,  were  imported  during  1893,  Coal- 
solely  for  the  use  of  foreign  ships  of  war. 

The  import  of  raw  cotton  again  shows  a considerable  increase  Raw  cotton, 
being  8,293,687  lbs.,  as  against  7,164,472  lbs.  in  1892,  valued  at 
130,129/.,  as  against  123,212/.,  an  increase  of  6,917/. 

The  native  production  of  raw  cotton  is  now  of  small  account, 
producers  being  quite  unable  to  compete  wdth  the  importers. 

By  far  the  greatest  supply  of  this  article  comes  from  China, 
whence  were  imported  7,009,445  lbs.,  valued  at  108,004/.  India 
holds  the  second  place,  the  figures  being  1,212,325  lbs.,  valued  at 
20,871/.  From  America  71,882  lbs.,  valued  at  1,254/.,  were 
imported  during  the  year. 

The  import  of  hides  has  dwindled  down  to  235,630  lbs.,  valued  Hides, 
at  2,996/.  They  came  entirely  from  Corea,  but  the  trade  in  this 
article  with  Nagasaki  is  dying  out,  Corean  hides  now  going 
almost  exclusively  to  Osaka.  The  prevalence  of  cattle  disease 
during  1892  interfered  seriously  with  the  production  of  this 
article. 

This  staple  was  imported  during  1892  to  the  amount  of  8,891  ^ice- 
tons,  valued  at  50,929 /.  The  shipments  arrived  during  the  last 
3 months  of  the  year,  8,764  tons,  valued  at  47,674/.,  coming  from 
Annam.  The  remainder  was  imported  from  China,  Corea,  and 
Siam. 

This  article  of  import  shows  a falling-off  of  6,772,647 /.,  as  Oil-cakes, 
compared  with  1892,  and  a difference  in  value  of  11,026/. 

Two  steamers  were  imported  during  the  year.  Steamers. 
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Teas. 

Rice. 

Coals. 


Exports . 

The  export  of  tea  in  1893  amounted  to  10,050/.,  as  against 
6,839/.  in  1892.  Native  sellers  continue  to  ship  their  stocks 
direct  to  Kobe  where  there  is  a better  market. 

Rice  was  exported  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  to  the 
total  amount  of  4,383  tons,  valued  at  31,258/.  For  the  reasons 
explained  in  last  year’s  report  on  the  trade  of  Nagasaki,  the  rice 
grown  in  this  neighbourhood  is  more  easily  shipped  from  Moji. 
The  total  export  from  that  port  in  1893  was  9,085  tons,  valued  at 
54,569/. 

From  Nagasaki  the  greater  part,  that  is  to  say  4,215  tons, 
valued  at  30,006/.,  were  exported  to  Russia. 

The  total  export  of  coals  from  this  port  during  1893  amounted 
to  381,631  tons,  valued  at  156,459/.,  a falling-off  as  compared 
with  1892  of  36,646  tons. 

The  returns  for  Takashima  coal  are  as  follows 


Takashima  Net  Output  during  the  Year  1893. 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

Large  coal  . . 

125,304 

Small  „ . . 

127,016 

Total 

252,320 

Sales  and  Destination. 


Ports.  i 

Quantity. 

Large. 

Small. 

Total. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Hong-Kong 

11,935 

37,990 

Shanghai 

14,085 

34,514 

.. 

Yokohama 

25,175 

2,135 

. . 

Osaka  . . 

564 

7,001 

. . 

Singapore 

11,627 

5,270 

. . 

Three  other  ports 

4,231 

391 

•• 

Total 

67,617 

87,301 

.. 

Bunkers,  &c.  . . 

68,925 

62,941 

•• 

Grand  total 

136,542 

150,242 

286,784 

The  stocks  of  Japanese  coal  available  on  December  31,  1893, 
were  only  about  3,000  tons,  and  through  the  year  the  mines  were 
unable  to  meet  the  foreign  demand,  local  shipping  requirements 
consuming  the  greater  part  of  the  output. 


NAGASAKI. 


0 


While  the  export  of  coal  from  this  vicinity  shows  a decrease 
the  export  from  the  special  ports  of  export  has  considerably  in- 
creased. The  figures  are  as  follows  : — 


Ports. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Shimonoseki 

Tons. 

64,037 

£ 

Moji.. 

431,259 

t « 

Karatsu 

42,292 

Kuchinotsu.. 

452,524 

Total 

990,112 

386,715 

This  table  shows  an  increase  of  281,378  tons  as  compared  to 
1892. 

The  export  of  flour  shows  a serious  falling- off,  the  figures  Flour, 
being  for  1893,  1,100,888  lbs.,  valued  at  4,020/.,  as  compared 
with  3,289,416  lbs.,  valued  at  14,242/.,  in  1892 


Shipping. 

The  total  shipping  entered  in  the  port  of  Nagasaki  during 
1893  was  713  vessels  carrying  a tonnage  of  950,540  tons.  As 
compared  with  the  preceding  year  this  shows  a decrease  of  20 
vessels,  but  an  increased  tonnage  of  52,266  tons.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  the  Pacific  Mail  and  the  Occidental  and 
Oriental  Steamship  Companies  sent  their  regular  mail  steamers 
here  for  coaling  purposes.  Several  of  these  steamers  are  British, 
but  the  United  States  now  figure  for  the  first  time  for  many 
years  in  the  shipping  returns  of  this  port.  Fifteen  United  States 
steamers  called  during  the  year  with  a carrying  capacity  of 
35,784  tons.  British  shipping  shows  a decrease  of  14  vessels,  but 
an  increased  tonnage  of  401,525  tons,  as  compared  with  372,638 
tons  in  1892.  Norwegian  shipping  shows  an  increase  of  17 
vessels  and  9,500  tons. 


Kuchinotsu. 

The  total  shipping  that  entered  Kuchinotsu  during  the  year 
was  224  vessels  and  237,647  tons,  of  which  84  vessels  and 
131,404  tons  were  British. 

Norwegian  shipping  with  29  vessels  and  40,818  tons  shows 
an  increase  of  20  vessels  and  22,007  tons  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  year. 
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Total 

shipping  in 

consular 

district. 


Cotton 

spinning. 


Moji. 

The  shipping  at  this  port  has  more  than  doubled  itself  in  the 
year  judging  by  the  tonnage  entered.  The  total  is  342  vessels 
with  495,906  tons,  as  against  209  vessels  with  247,296  tons  in 
1892,  an  increase  of  133  vessels  and  248,610  tons.  Of  this  total 
228  vessels  and  384,004  tons  are  British,  as  against  123  vessels 
and  178,868  tons  in  1892.  Norway  again  shows  an  increase,  her 
shipping  being  20  vessels  with  14,834  tons  burden,  as  against  6 
vessels  with  4,974  tons  in  the  preceding  year. 

A new  feature  in  the  table  of  shipping  for  Moji  is  the  entrance 
of  13  Austrian  vessels,  with  a tonnage  of  30,500  tons. 

The  total  shipping  for  the  three  ports  within  this  Consular 
district  amounts  to  1,279  vessels  and  1,684,093  tons,  as  against 
1,107  vessels  and  1,322,240  tons  in  1892. 

Japanese  shipping  shows  a falling-off  of  29  vessels  and 
16,587  tons  ; German  shipping  of  14  vessels  and  5,377  tons. 
Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  shows  an  increase  of  107  vessels  and 
254,374  tons,  and  Norwray  an  increase  of  51  vessels  and 
41,376  tons,  nearly  doubling  her  tonnage  for  1892. 

Public  Works. 

The  only  item  of  information  on  this  head  is  that  the  con- 
struction of  the  railway  line  between  Saga  and  Tsukazaki  was 
commenced  during  the  year  under  review.  Tsukazaki  is  about 
45  miles  from  Nagasaki. 

The  immediate  approaches  to  Nagasaki  present  great 
engineering  difficulties,  and  the  Kiushiu  .Railway  Company  do 
not  seem  disposed  at  present  to  grapple  with  them  nor  to  meet 
the  expense. 


Local  Industries . 

The  cotton  spinning  industry  is  progressing  favourably. 
Owing  to  cheapness  of  labour  most  of  the  factories  can  obtain 
excellent  prices.  Cost  of  labour  in  Miiki  averaged  For  the  year 
17*37  sen  (about  od.)  a day  per  man,  and  7*85  sen  per  woman  ; 
at  Kururne,  15*05  sen  per  man,  and  9*95  sen  per  woman;  at 
Kagoshima  15  35  sen  per  man,  and  5*57  sen  per  woman.  At  the 
last-mentioned  place  the  day  averaged  10 J hours,  while  at  Miiki 
and  Kururne  the  spindles  were  working  23  hours  and  24  hours  a 
day  throughout  the  year,  excepting  holidays.  The  threads 
manufactured  are  for  the  most  part  (excepting  Kagoshima)  Nos. 
16  to  16J,  and  the  prices  obtained  about  88  yen  per  bale  (of 
about  400  lbs.). 

In  Nagasaki  the  cotton  factory  is  hampered  by  scarcity  o! 
labour,  and  is  only  able  to  work  12  hours  in  the  day.  Through 
the  year  the  factory  was  working  324  days.  The  small  output°is 
due  to  want  of  experienced  workmen,  but  owing  to  the  cheapness 
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of  silver  as  compared  with  gold  they  are  able  to  compete  with 
the  imported  manufactures  and  command  good  prices,  about 
88  yen  per  bale  as  above  stated.  The  Nagasaki  mill  finds  its 
market  in  Osaka  and  in  Oita  and  Kumamoto  Kens. 

The  electric  light  company  in  the  town  of  Nagasaki  has  a 
capital  of  40,000  dol.,  consisting  of  1,600  shares  at  25  dol. 
The  income  for  1893  was  3,790  dol.  93  c.,  and  expenditure 
2,926  do).  11  c.,  leaving  a margin  of  profit  amounting  to 
864  dol.  82  c.  The  plant  and  wires  are  valued  at  33,498  dol., 
but  additional  machinery  is  being  ordered  from  Osaka. 

General  Remarks. 

Trade  between  Europe  and  this  port  has  reached  a very 
low  ebb,  mostly  owing  to  the  disastrous  fall  in  exchange.  It 
may,  however,  be  partially  accounted  for  by  the  gradual  develop- 
ment of  local  industries  throughout  the  country,  which  are 
becoming  efficient  enough  to  meet  the  limited  requirements  of 
this  locality. 

Exports  to  England  have  dwindled  from  16,189/.  in  1891, 
5,748/.  in  1892,  to  3,128/.  in  1893.  Imports  also  have  dwindled 
from  164,266/.  in  1891,  77,293 /.  in  1892,  to  64,627/.  in  1893. 

The  export  trade  to  Kussia,  amounting  to  54,133/.,  is  for 
the  most  part  a miscellaneous  trade  with  Vladivostock. 


Annex  1. — Eeturn  of  Import  Trade  of  Nagasaki  for  the 
Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value.* 

Quantity. 

Value.t 

Cotton  manufactures  

£ 

2,183 

£ 

2,136 

Woollpn  and  mixed  cotton  and 

woollen 

1,814 

856 

Metals,  miscellaneous  

13,481 

15,854 

Sugar—  ' 

White  

Lbs. 

12,892,001 

85,717 

13,101,652 

87,756 

Brown  

,,  ... 

6,015,897 

25,848 

4,037,790 

18,357 

Miscellaneous,  Western — 

Machinery,  various  

... 

6,153 

9,837 

Pumps,  and  parts  of  ... 

... 

... 

13,562 

Railway  carriages,  and  parts 

of  

7,505 

Coal  

Tons 

£660 

3*912 

£221 

8,747 

Drags  

3,122 

... 

3,725 

Dyes  

7,371 

5,073 

Beverages,  provisions,  &c.  ... 

... 

8,325 

5,778 

8,580 

Silks  and  satins 

6,336 

Wine,  spirits,  beer,  <fcc. 

3,528 

... 

3,628 

Kerosene  oil  

Gallons  ... 

2,647,215 

34,116 

2,600,140 

40,301 

Steamers 

Number  ... 

2 

22,529 

1 

12,194 

Miscellaneous,  Eastern — 

Raw  cotton  

Lbs. 

8,293,687 

.130,129 

7,164,472 

123,212 

Beans,  pulse,  <fcc 

,,  ... 

3,407,167 

6,647 

2,898,005 

5,791 

Rice  

Tons 

8,891 

14,238,070 

50,929 

637 

4,294 

Oil-cakes 

Lbs. 

16,916 

21,010,717 

27,942 

Hides  

,, 

235,630 

2,996 

325,486 

5,218 

Sundries 

... 

26,807 

27,333 

Total  

... 

458,301 

438,237 

* 1 dol.  = 2s.  8§ d.,  except  for  sugar  and  miscellaneous,  Eastern,  which  have  been  converted  to 

sterling  at  2s.  6fd.  to  the  1 dol. 
t 1 dol.  = 2s.  life?. 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  the  Export  Trade  of  Nagasaki  for  the 
Years  1893-92, 


Articles. 

1893.* 

1892. t 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Tea— 

Green,  basket-fired  

Lbs. 

507,946 

5,946  | 

262,291 

2,884 

Bancha  and  sundries 

4,104  1 

3,955 

Rice 

Tons 

*4^383 

31,258 

4J35 

32,468 

Coal 

146,898 

55,588 

191,841 

98,227 

,,  for  ship’s  use 

. 148,724  1 

70,065 

128,073 

74,016 

,,  dust  

86,009 

30,806 

98,362 

48,050 

Dried  fish— 

1 

Cuttle  fish  

Lbs. 

3,771,379 

59,758 

3,671,360 

56,916 

Irico  

ii 

268,389  1 

8,134 

227,553 

8,712 

Shell  fish— 

Awabi  

ii 

361,278 

13,287 

368,889  | 
... 

11,861 

All  others  ! 

7,985 

5,320 

Miscellaneous- 

Camphor  ! 

Lbs. 

107,737 

4,800 

207,677 

7,703 

Charcoal 

Tons 

9,519 

8,522 

... 

9,854 

Grain,  provisions,  &c 

9,027 

16,465 

14,242 

Flour  

Lbs.”*  ... 

1,10*6^888 

4,020 

3,289,016 

Mushrooms  

n 

1 257,638 

... 

11,346 

243,764 

15,496 

Paper  and  books  

7,884 

9,657 

Porcelain 

8,359 

... 

8,667 

Textile  fabrics 

14,155 

11,285 

Timber 

••• 

7,575 

7,701 

Other  articles  

... 

37,732 

29,129 

Total  Japanese  produce  ... 

400,351 

472,608 

Foreign  produce  and  manu- 

facture   

12,988 

8,872 

Grand  total  

... 

413,339 

481,480 

* 1 dol.  = 2s.  6fcL  f 1 dol.  = 2s.  10$cL 


Annex  3. — Return  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  into  Nagasaki  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

Great  Britain — 

£ . 

£ 

£ 

£ 

"'"'"""England 

3,128 

5,748 

64,627 

77,293 

Australia  . . . . 

42 

22 

36 

2 

Canada 

408 

680 

81 

3 

Hong-Kong 

103,423 

126,081 

90,717 

95,635 

India  . . . . . . 

9,883 

11,728 

25,007 

9,878 

'“■"•'United  States  < . . . 

8,378 

3,813 

39,361 

44,792 

^Germany 

228 

581 

1,472 

8,713 

Russia  . . 

54,133 

64,817 

6,877 

9,129 

China  . • • • . « 

143,132 

175,007 

167,177 

176,039 

Corea  . • . • • . 

19,771 

15,387 

8,051 

10,787 

Other  countries 

473 

3,354 

54,895 

5,966 

-Total 

342,999 

407,218 

458,301 

438,237 

Ships’  use 

70,340 

74,262 

•• 

•• 

Grand  total  . . 

413,339 

481,480 

1 

458,301 

438,237 
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Annex  4. — Return  of  all  the  Shipping  in  the  Consular  District 
of  Nagasaki  during  the  Year  1893. 

Entered  Nagasaki  Harbour. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Japanese  

2 

1,074 

250 

304,258 

252 

305,332 

British 

17 

10,649 

188 

390,876 

205 

401,525 

German 

3 

2,527 

145 

118,478 

148 

121,005 

Norwegian 

39 

27,622 

39 

27,622 

ltussian  

48 

56,853 

48 

56,853 

American 

1 

'”62 

15 

35,784 

16 

35,846 

Other  countries  ... 

5 

2,357 

5 

2,357 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

23 

14,312 

690 

936,228 

• 713 

950,540 

preceding 

22 

17,335 

1 

711 

879,939 

733 

897,274 

Entered  Kuchinotsu. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Japanese  

13 

5,811 

58 

33,093 

71 

38,904 

British  

9 

7,827 

75 

123,577 

84 

131,404 

Dutch  

12 

8,063 

12 

8.063 

German  

2 

1,085 

19 

11,694 

21 

12,729 

Norwegian 

29 

40,818 

29 

40,818 

Kussian  

1 

678 

1 

678 

American 

"6 

5,051. 

6 

5,051 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

30 

19,724 

194 

217,923 

224 

237,647 

24 

12,713 

141 

164,957 

165 

177,670 

Entered  Moji. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Japanese  

21 

20,300 

21 

20,300 

Austrian  

13 

30.500 

13 

30,500 

British 

2 

”728 

226 

383,276 

228 

384,004 

German  

56 

40,930 

56 

40,930 

Norwegian 

••• 

20 

14,834 

20 

14,834 

Other  countries  ... 

4 

5,338 

4 

5,338 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

2 

728 

340 

495,178 

342 

495,906 

6 

2,762 

203 

244,534 

209 

247,296 

JAPAN. 


Total  for  the  Three  Ports  within  the  Consular  District  of 

Nagasaki. 


Description. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

•■““•Japanese  

15 

6,885 

329 

357,651 

344 

364,536 

(rf^^Austnan  

13 

30,500 

13 

30  500 

v^^British  

23 

19,204 

489 

897,729 

517 

916,933 

«.  «-*Dutch  

12 

8,063 

12 

8,063 

“■“‘^Serman  

*5 

3,562 

220 

171,102 

225 

174,664 

Norwegian 

88 

83,274 

88 

83,274 

Russian  

49 

57,531 

49 

57,531 

American 

7 

5,118 

15 

35,784 

22 

40,897 

Other  countries  ... 

9 

7,695 

9 

7,695 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

55 

34,764 

1,224 

1,649,329 

1,279 

1,684,093 

52 

32,810 

1,055 

1,289,431 

1,107 

1,322,240 

Annex  5. — Keturn  of  Foreign  Piesidents  and  Firms  in  Nagasaki 

O O 

on  December  31,  1893. 


Nationality. 

Number 
of  Residents. 

Number 
of  Firms. 

British 

87 

5 

American  . . 

54 

4 

Austro-Hungarian. . . . . . 

24 

1 

Belgian 

2 

Chinese  . . . . . . . . 1 

569 

21 

Danish 

12 

2 

Dutch  . . . . 

4 

. . 

French 

54 

4 

German 

20 

3 

Italian 

2 

. . 

Portuguese . . 

7 

, . 

Russian 

73 

2 

Other  nationalities 

•• 

•• 

Total  . . 

908 
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SPAIN. 


Introductory 

remarks. 


Deficits  since 
1889-90. 


The  following  summary  of  the  Finance  Minister’s  statement, 
presented  to  the  Cortes  on  June  7,  will  suffice  to  show  the  financial 
state  of  the  kingdom  at  the  present  time. 

Having  only  recently  assumed  office,  Senor  Amos  Salvador  has 
had  the  advantage  of  succeeding  Senor  Gamazo,  a Finance  Minister 
of  singular  ability,  whose  energy  in  making  the  most  of  existing 
taxation  has  raised  the  revenue  to  a figure  which  renders  Seiior 
Amos  Salvador’s  task  a comparatively  easy  one,  by  enabling  him 
to  dispense  for  the  present  with  additional  taxation. 

Senor  Salvador’s  proposal  to  consolidate  the  floating  debt  by 
means  of  a loan  guaranteed  by  the  revenue  derived  from  the 
tobacco  monopoly  may  not  be  accepted,  but  as  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  Bank  of  Spain  for  renewing  the  Treasury 
Bills  which  fall  due  at  the  end  of  June,  amounting  to  331,000,000 
pesetas  (13,240,000/.),  no  immediate  pressure  will  be  felt. 

What  may  be  called  the  retrospective  part  of  the  report  gives 
an  account  of  Spanish  finance  since  1850.  It  is  taken  from  a 
work  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  and  is  of  more  than 
historical  interest  as  showing  that  the  development  in  the  resources 
of  Spain  during  that  period  has  been  greater  than  is  generally 
supposed. 

The  report  closes  with  an  aocount,  taken  from  the  same  source, 
of  the  origin  of  the  more  important  taxes  and  of  the  modifications 
to  which  they  have  been  subjected,  throwing  light  on  much  that  is 
obscure  in  the  fiscal  system  of  the  country.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  abundance  of  material  relating  to  the  subject  has  made  it 
difficult  to  compress  the  results  of  this  investigation  within  more 
moderate  limits. 

In  introducing  the  estimates  for  1894-95  the  Minister  of 
Finance  lays  stress  on  the  extreme  interest  attaching  to  questions 
affecting  the  Exchequer,  not  only  as  regards  the  financial  condition 
of  the  country,  but  also  with  reference  to  the  influence  exercised 
on  the  public  welfare  by  the  reforms  introduced,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  carried  out. 

In  order  to  demonstrate  the  improvement  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  financial  state  of  the  kingdom,  the  results  of  the  last 
five  years  are  given,  in  which  the  following  deficits  occurred : — 


Year. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Pesetas. 

£ 

1889-90  

61,243,278 

2,449,731 

1890-91  

75,689,681 

3,027,587 

1891-92  

92,775,108 

3,711,004 

1892-93  

74,732,685 

2,989,307 

1893-94  

46,977,122 

1,879,084 

Including  the  liabilities  charged  in  the  extraordinary  budget, 
which  amounted  to — 
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Year. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Pesetas. 

£ 

In  1891-92  

16,983,733 

679,349 

1892-93  

27,686,257 

1,107,450 

1893-94  

19,321,776 

772,871 

The  sums  in  the  foregoing  table  are  calculated  according  to  the 
system  of  18  months  to  the  financial  year,  and  although  the  new 
system  is  now  in  force  the  estimates  for  1893-94  are,  for  the 
purpose  of  comparison  with  previous  years,  calculated  on  both 
systems. 

From  this  statement  the  conclusion  is  drawn  that  the  pessimist  Defence  of 
views  prevailing  with  regard  to  Spanish  finance  are  unfounded,  Spanish 
and  that  when  the  expenditure  is  confined  within  strict  limits,  the  finance’ 
natural  elasticity  of  the  revenue  under  an  active  and  persevering 
administration  will  suffice  to  produce  a permanent  and  normal 
adjustment  of  revenue  and  expenditure.  An  increase  in  the 
revenue  may,  moreover,  be  looked  for  from  a system  of  administra- 
tion under  which  there  is  less  necessity  for  official  intervention. 

The  taxes  with  regard  to  which  the  necessity  for  readjustment  Outline  of 
is  stated  to  be  most  urgent  are  the  territorial  tax,  the  tax  on  budget, 
industry  and  commerce,  on  articles  of  consumption,  tobacco  (which 
is  stated  to  be  susceptible  of  great  development),  stamps,  and 
transfer  dues,  the  farming-out  of  which  has  been  attempted,  but 
without  success. 

A warm  tribute  is  paid  to  the  energy  and  financial  ability  of 
preceding  Finance  Ministers  of  both  political  parties,  but  more- 
especially  to  that  of  Senor  Gamazo,  to  whose  efforts  the  surplus  of 
41,866,837  pesetas  (1,674,673/.),  to  which,  according  to  the  new 
system  of  financial  administration,  Senor  Amos  Salvador  looks 
forward  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year,  is  mainly  to  be  attributed.. 

Having  regard,  however,  to  the  shortness  of  the  time  at  his. 
disposal,  the  Minister  proposes  to  confine  himself  for  the  present 
to  a few  of  the  more  urgent  alterations  required  by  public  opinion,, 
although  he  hopes  later  to  undertake  more  important  changes, 
especially  one  relating  to  the  tax  on  sugar. 

With  regard  to  expenditure  there  is  to  be  no  increase  that  can 
be  avoided,  but  as  there  is  no  longer  any  extraordinary  budget  it 
has  become  necessary  to  include  in  the  ordinary  budget  sums 
hitherto  included  in  the  former,  such  as  the  cost  of  remitting 
abroad  the  sums  for  payment  of  the  coupon  of  the  exterior  debt, 
an  annual  loss  from  the  exchange  which  is  estimated  at  19,000,000 
pesetas  (760,000/.).  The  Minister,  however,  believes  (although  he 
does  not  state  the  grounds  for  his  belief)  that  this  is  only  tem- 
porary, and  that  a decrease  will  take  place  in  the  relative  value  of 
foreign  money  if,  as  is  probable,  a part  of  the  projected  loan 
should  be  raised  abroad,  in  which  case  this  loss  would  not  have  to 
(1818) 
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SPAIN 


Accounts  for 
1892-93. 


be  considered.  The  other  sums  henceforward  to  be  included  in 
the  ordinary  budget  are  the  war  material  for  artillery  and 
engineers,  and  also  a subvention  to  the  railway  companies, 
amounting  respectively  to  2,800,000  pesetas  (112,000?.)  and 
5,550,000  pesetas  (222,000?.). 

As  regards  revenue  the  Minister  declares  himself  to  be  averse 
to  any  essential  alterations  of  the  estimates,  as  an  increase  should 
be  sought  for  rather  in  administrative  reforms.  Although  he  does 
not  forego  the  idea  of  introducing  them  later,  he  is  at  present 
unable,  from  want  of  time,  to  do  more  than  carry  on  the  work  of 
his  predecessors. 

Senor  Amos  Salvador  is  thus  enabled  to  present  estimates  which 
do  not  require  any  extraordinary  measures  for  their  liquidation,  as 
there  is  a larger  sum  available  for  the  purpose  than  is  necessary. 
The  revenue  is  furthermore  being  strengthened,  as  it  can  count 
with  confidence  on  fresh  resources. 

The  advantages  of  the  new  budget  are  stated  to  be  the 
suppression  of  the  extraordinary  budget,  the  strict  care  with  which 
the  expenditure  has  been  calculated,  and  the  fact  that  the  revenue 
is  estimated  on  the  automatic  system  instead  of  on  that  of  valua- 
tions, which,  as  will  be  shown  later  on  in  this  report,  has  been 
made  a main  point  of  attack  in  the  Spanish  financial  system. 
Whenever  the  automatic  system  is  departed  from  the  Minister 
states  it  has  only  been  with  the  object  of  fixing  a lower  estimate, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  customs,  from  which  18,000,000  pesetas 
(720,000?.)  have  been  struck  off  on  account  of  the  anticipated 
‘falling-off  in  the  grain  imports  this  year  in  consequence  of  a 
good  harvest. 

Senor  Amos  Salvador  concludes  this  part  of'  his  financial  state- 
ment with  the  announcement  that,  owing  to  the  desirability  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  connection  between  the  Bank  of  Spain  and 
the  Treasury,  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  Government  to  carry 
out  a credit  operation  in  the  form  of  a loan,  for  which  a Bill  is 
introduced  under  the  guarantee  of  the  revenue  from  tobacco. 

Before  giving  the  estimates  for  1894-95  the  Minister  of 
Finance  shows  the  results  of  the  financial  year  1892-93,  now 
finally  closed,  and  also  those  for  the  current  year  ending  June  30 
as  far  as  they  can  be  ascertained.' 


Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

The  estimates  for  1892-93  fixed  the  j 
probable  revenue  at  . . . . . . 

Probable  expenditure  . . . . . . 1 

Pesetas. 

747,960,550 

742,212,811 

£ 

29,918,422 

29,688,512 

Estimated  surplus  . . . . ! 

5,747,739 

229,910 
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The  actual  result  will  be — ■ 


Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Eevenue  . . . . • . 

Expenditure 

Pesetas. 
707,398,17 2 
754,444,600 

£ 

28,295,926 

30,177,784 

Actual  deficit  . . 

.. 

47,046,428 

1,881,858 

The  financial  accounts  for  1893-94  are  in  the  first  place  sub- 
mitted to  a different  treatment  from  those  of  1892-93,  according 
to  the  new  system  introduced  by  Article  20  of  the  law  for  regu- 
lating the  public  finances  which  has  since  come  into  operation. 
By  this  new  system  accounts  must  be  settled  within  the  financial 
year  ending  June  30,  and  the  extra  period  of  6 months  for  winding 
up  accounts  wfill  no  longer  be  allowed,  so  that  the  financial  year, 
or  “ exercicio,”  will  in  future  consist  of  12  months  instead  of  18 
months,  the  result  being  that  payments  not  effected  within  the 
prescribed  term  will  be  carried  on  to  the  estimates  of  the  follow- 
ing year.  According  to  the  statement  drawn  up  on  this  system 
from  the  actual  receipts  until  the  end  of  April,  with  a moderate 
estimate  for  those  of  May  and  June,  there  is  a residue  over  from 
the  financial  accounts  of  1893-94  of  41,866,837  pesetas 
(1,674,673 /.),  including  the  extraordinary  war  expenditure 
occasioned  by  the  incident  at  Melilla,  which  amounted  to 
28,237,831  pesetas  (1,129,513/.),  without  which  the  residue  would 
have  amounted  to  70,104,670  pesetas  (2,804,186/.),  a sum  larger  by 
2,000,000  than  that  required  for  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  of 
the  public  debt  for  the  last  quarter  of  the  financial  year  1893-94, 
which,  according  to  the  new  arrangement,  will  become  the  first 
quarter  of  the  financial  year  1894-95. 

The  Government,  in  order  to  dispel  all  doubts  as  to  the 
absolute  adjustment  of  the  budget,  has  prepared  a second  state- 
ment calculated  on  the  supposition  of  the  financial  year  continuing 
for  an  additional  period  of  6 months,  according  to  which  the 
probable  receipts  during  18  months  would  amount  to  734,111,587 
pesetas  (29,364,463/.),  and  the  probable  expenditure  to  761,766,932 
pesetas  (30,470,677/.),  leaving  a deficit  of  27,655,345  pesetas 
(1,106,214/.).  Deducting  from  the  receipts  the  voluntary  subscrip- 
tions for  the  war  in  Melilla  amounting  to  1,044,464  pesetas 
(41,778/.),  and  from  the  expenditure  the  probable  outlay  under 
that  heading  amounting  to  29,282,295  pesetas  (1,171,291/.),  there 
would  remain  a small  surplus  of  582,487  pesetas  (23,299/.). 

The  arrangements  by  which  a larger  contribution  will  in 
future  be  received  from  the  Basque  provinces,  and  the  unsuccess- 
ful negotiations  with  Navarre,  are  next  described. 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  granted  to  the  Government  by  the 
last  budget  law  for  revising  their  financial  arrangements,  dele- 


Accounts  for 
1893-94, 
calculated 
according  to 
the  new 
system. 


According  to 
tlie  old 
system. 


Negotiations 
with  Basque 
provinces  for 
increased 
contribution. 
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gates  from  the  Basque  provinces  attended  a congress  held  in 
Madrid,  and  after  lengthened  discussions  with  the  authorities  of 
the  Exchequer,  an  arrangement  was  concluded  by  which  these 
provinces  agreed  to  increase  their  annual  contribution  to  the 
Central  Government  by  1,000,000  pesetas  (40,000/.),  care  being  at 
the  same  time  taken  to  reassert  the  economic  and  administrative 
independence  of  the  provinces  which  the  Government  has  never 
had  any  intention  of  infringing.  The  increased  sum  has  been 
divided  between  the  provinces  of  Biscay  and  Guipuzcoa,  as  the 
resources  of  Alava  do  not  at  present  admit  of  an  increase.  The 
term  fixed  for  the  duration  of  this  increase  is  12  years,  it  being 
expressly  stated  in  the  Boyal  Decree  fixing  the  amount  payable 
that  in  the  province  of  Biscay,  which  is  greatly  influenced  by  its 
traditions,  there  is  especial  necessity  for  an  interval  of  time  to 
accustom  the  inhabitants  to  increased  taxation. 

Negot  iations  The  province  of  Navarre  proved  less  tractable.  The  provincial 
■with.  Navarre,  deputation  sent  to  Madrid  declared  its  inability  to  entertain  the 
proposal  made  by  the  Government  on  the  ground  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1841,  from  which  they 
derived  their  legal  independence,  adding  that  the  unanimous  feel- 
ing of  the  country  was  against  it,  that  although  they  were  willing 
to  make  great  sacrifices  they  were  resolved  not  to  abandon  their 
just  rights. 

The  Government  contended,  but  without  effect,  that  the 
province  of  Navarre  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  law  of 
1841  was  unalterable,  as,  in  fact,  alterations  had  been  made  in  it 
by  the  Boyal  Decree  of  1877,  and  that  there  was  no  intention  of 
depriving  the  province  of  its  just  rights  any  more  than  there  had 
been  any  of  depriving  the  Biscay  provinces  of  theirs. 

As  Navarre  has  remained  firm  in  its  resistance  the  Government 
have  laid  before  the  Cortes  a proposal  that  a period  of  4 months 
should  be  allowed  it  to  reconsider  its  decision. 

Extraordinary  The  extraordinary  budget  consisted  of  the  sum  of  234,000,000 
budget  pesetas  (9,360,000/.)  authorised  by  the  law  of  July  7,  1888,  for 
explained.  the  construction  of  new  ships,  the  development  of  dockyards  and 
submarine  defensive  works.  It  was  not,  however,  confined  to 
these  objects,  as  in  1891  sums  from  it  were  devoted  to  arma- 
ments and  public  works,  and  in  1892  expenditure  in  excess  of 
6,000,000  pesetas  (240,000/.)  on  account  of  loss  from  the  exchange 
in  the  payment  of  the  external  debt  was  charged  to  the  extra- 
ordinary budget,  an  equivalent  being  deducted  from  sums  granted 
for  War,  Marine,  and  Public  Works. 

Of  the  total  amount  of  234,000,000  pesetas  (9,360,000/.), 
193,637,688  pesetas  (7,745,506/.)  has  been  expended  as  follows  : — 
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Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Public  debt  on  account  of 
loss  from  exchange 

Pesetas. 

14,162,968 

£ 

566,518 

War  .. 

9,298,053 

371,922 

Marine 

, , 

136,428,437 

5,457,137 

Public  works  . . 

•• 

33,748,229 

1,349,929 

Total  . . . . 

•• 

193,637,688 

7,745,506 

thus  leaving  a residue  of  40,362,311  pesetas  (1,614,4947)  available 
April  1,  which  it  is  proposed  to  apply  as  follows : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Debt  (public  debt,  i.e.,  ex- 
pense of  remitting  funds 
for  payment  of  coupon  of 

Pesetas. 

£ 

exterior)  . . 

6,021,790 

240,872 

War  .. 

684,528 

27,382 

Marine  . . . . . . 

33,579,795 

1,343,193 

Public  works  . . 

76,198 

3,047 

Total 

40,362,311 

1,614,494 

Proposed 
disposal  of 
residue  left. 


The  extraordinary  budget  being  exhausted  need  not  further 
he  taken  into  account.  The  results  of  the  financial  year  1893-94, 
as  far  as  can  be  judged  from  the  results  of  the  first  10  months,  are 
considered  so  satisfactory  that  the  Minister  takes  a hopeful  view 
with  regard  to  the  future.  He  does  not,  however,  consider  the 
present  an  opportune  moment  for  embarking  on  any  fresh  expendi- 
ture. The  improved  system  of  collecting  revenue,  commenced  Increased 
some  years  ago,  made  considerable  progress  in  1892-93,  resulting  reTei}ue  from 
in  an  increase  of  receipts  of  27,000,000  pesetas  (1,080,0007),  and  exisfcmS taxes* 
in  the  first  10  months  of  the  present  financial  year  there  has  been 
an  increase  of  31,000,000  pesetas  over  the  corresponding  period  in 
the  preceding  year,  so  that  in  less  than  2 years  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  58,000,000  pesetas  (2,320,0007)  in  the  ordinary  revenue. 

On  the  question  of  calculating  the  revenue,  the  Minister  Revenue 
remarks  that  if  it  had  been  considered  necessary  to  obtain  an  ®al^lated 
apparent  but  illusory  balance,  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  take  automatic 
as  a basis  the  actual  receipts  during  the  current  year,  making  system, 
such  alterations  as  their  increase  or  decrease  would  seem  to 
justify,  and  a table  is  given  to  corroborate  this  assertion ; but,  he 
adds,  a' surplus  thus  obtained  would  have  again  changed  into  a 
deficit  as  has  constantly  happened  before.  He  accordingly  takes 
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Decreases  of 
revenue. 


Increases  of 
revenue. 


Expenditure. 


Result  of 
extinction  of 
extra- 
ordinary 
budget. 


Increase  in 
credits  asked 
for. 


credit  for  having  adopted  a more  strictly  automatic  system,  which 
moreover  has  become  the  only  one  practicable  since  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  six  months  hitherto  allowed  for  the  liquidation  of 
accounts. 

The  accidental  causes  by  which  receipts  may  be  affected  have 
also  been  taken  into  account,  especially  as  has  been  already  men- 
tioned in  the  case  of  the  customs,  which  were  abnormally 
increased  last  year  by  the  imports  of  cereals  resulting  from  a 
deficient  harvest. 

The  decrease  in  revenue  from  various  sources  amounts  to 
27/294,301  pesetas  (1,091,772/.),  the  more  important,  i.e.,  those 
amounting  to  more  than  1,000,000  pesetas  (40,000/.),  being  the  tax 
on  real  property,  agriculture,  and  cattle  breeding;  the  tax  on 
legacies  and  on  transfer  of  property ; on  personal  certificates ; 
consular  dues ; the  special  tax  on  alcoholic  beverages ; the  tax  on 
sugar ; posts  and  telegraphs ; lotteries ; the  quicksilver  mines  of 
Almaden  ; and  redemption  from  military  service. 

The  increases,  on  the  other  hand,  amount  to  34,161,171  pesetas 
(1,366,44 6/.),  of  which  10,661,171  pesetas  (426,446/.)  were  from 
miscellaneous  sources,  the  most  important  being,  articles  of  con- 
sumption, stamps,  and  the  mint;  16,500  pesetas  (660/.)  from  the 
custom-house  (notwithstanding  the  estimated  decrease  from 
cereals),  and  7,000,000  pesetas  (280,000/.)  from  two  instalments  of 
the  war  indemnity  from  Morocco.  The  net  increase  is  therefore 
estimated  at  6,866,870  pesetas  (274,674/.). 

It  is  pointed  out  that  whereas  expenditure  on  account  of 
the  public  debt  has  increased  since  1883-84  by  the  sum  'of 
55,000,000  pesetas  (2,200,000/.)  and  on  pensions  by  7,000,000 
pesetas  (280,000/.),  the  expenditure  on  the  various  departments 
of  State  has  been  reduced  by  32,000,000  pesetas  (1,280,000/.). 
The  deficits  have  been  provided  for  by  : — 1.  Departmental 
economies,  with  regard  to  which  considerable  reductions  have 
been  made.  2.  Issues  of  floating  debt.  3.  Issues  of  redeemable 
bonds.  The  growth  of  expenditure  renders  more  apparent  the 
necessity  for  a reduction  of  the  general  liabilities  of  the  State, 
more  especially  the  sum  of  19,180,000  pesetas  (760,000/.), 
now  caused  by  the  loss  from  the  exchange  in  payment  of  the 
exterior  debt,  a loss  calculated  at  22  per  cent,  on  a capital  of 
87,180,000  pesetas  (3,487,200/.). 

In  consequence  of  the  extinction  of  the  extraordinary  budget, 
payments  hitherto  included  in  it  are  now  charged  in  the  ordinary 
estimates,  such  as  the  abovementioned  payment  of  19,180,000 
pesetas,  the  expenditure  on  war  material,  and  subventions  to  rail- 
way companies. 

Comparing  the  credits  now  asked  for  with  those  granted  last 
year  the  total  increase  amounts  to  31,447,659  pesetas  (1,257,906/.), 
including  the  payments  hitherto  comprised  in  the  extraordinary 
budget  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  27,350,000  pesetas 
(1,094,000/.).  If  these  are  deducted  the  net  increase  on  account 
of  supply  is  shown  to  be  4,097,659  pesetas  (163,906/.).  Of  this 
increase  the  larger  half,  consisting  of  sums  of  2,699,843  pesetas 
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and  999,506  pesetas  respectively  due  to  the  Departments  of  War  Result  of 
and  Marine,  is  directly  attributable  to  the  military  operations  at  campaign  at 
Melilla.  The  former  sum  being  for  the  maintenance  on  active  Melllla* 
service  of  six  regiments,  and  for  increasing  the  army  contingent 
and  the  garrisons  in  Africa ; the  latter  sum  including  the  expen- 
diture on  Mauser  rifles. 

The  conclusions  drawn  by  the  Finance  Minister  from  these  Conclusions 
estimates  are  encouraging,  taking  into  account  the  elasticity  shown  drawn- 
by  the  revenue  and  the  fact  that  the  floating  debt  and  the  loss 
from  exchange  might  be  extinguished  by  a loan  for  which  however 
there  is  no  immediate  necessity,  as  the  sum  which  it  is  expected 
will  remain  over  from  the  year  1893-94,  amounting  as  has  been 
shown  to  41,866,837  pesetas,  is  more  than  sufficient  to  extinguish 
an  estimated  deficit  of  24,533,497  pesetas  (981,339/.). 

A further  reason  why  there  is  not  any  immediate  necessity  for  Arrangement 
a loan  is  that,  as  the  result  of  negotiations  with  the  Bank  of  Spain  Bank 

which  have  taken  place,  the  basis  of  an  agreement  has  been  made  ° pam‘ 
deferring  for  a year  the  payment  of  the  sums  which  fall  due  on 
June  30,  a period  of  delay  which  may,  if  thought  necessary,  be  ex- 
tended to  5 years,  or  which  can  be  reduced  by  either  party  to  the 
arrangement  on  giving  6 months’  notice 


Estimates  for  1894-95.* 

Revenue. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Direct  taxes  . . 

Indirect  taxes. . . . . « 

Monopolies,  &c.,  administered  by  the  State 
State  property  and  dues — 

Rents  . . . . . . . . . . 

Sales  . . . . . . . . . . 

Ordinary 
Extraordinary 

Pesetas. 

286,744,973 

287.357.000 

129.979.000 

18,630,250 

2,147,000 

12,735,000 

7,000,000 

£ 

11,469,798 

11,494,280 

5,199,160 

745,210 

85,880 

509,400 

280,000 

Deficit  . . . . . . 

744,593,223 
24,533,497  *60 

29,783,728 

981,346 

Total  

769,126,720-60 

30,765,074 

* The  Cortes  having  adjourned  for  the  recess  without  the  budget  having  been 
▼oted,  the  budget  for  1893-94  will  continue  in  force  until  the  new  estimates  are 
voted,  which  will  probably  be  when  the  Chambers  meet  in  October  or  November, 
unless  a change  of  Grovernment  kshould  occur.  Meanwhile  it  is  stated  a Royal 
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Revenue. 


Donation  of 

Queen 

Regent. 

Direct 

taxation. 


Expenditure. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Pesetas. 

£ 

Civil  List  . * ••  .. 

9,500,000 

380,000 

Legislative  Bodies 

1,526,585 

61,063 

National  Debt 

327,250,604  *57 

13,090,024 

Recognised  debts  due  to  the  State. . 

1,678,172  *85 

67,126 

Pensions,  &c. . . . . . . . . . , 

55,067,477 

2,202,699 

Presidency  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  . . 

883,050 

35,322 

Minister  of  State,  Foreign  Department  . . 
Minister  of  Grace  and  Justice,  Civil  Ex- 

4,758,542*24 

190,341 

penditure  . . . . . . , . . . 

Minister  of  Grace  and  Justice,  Ecclesiasti- 

12,393,758 *68 

495,750 

cal  Expenditure  . . . . . . . . 

40,081,560  *30 

1,603,262 

Minister  of  War 

139,372,058  *95 

5,574,882 

„ Marine  . . . . . . . . 

23,502,457  *86 

940,098 

„ Home  Department  . . . . 

26,557,100  *22 

1,062,284 

„ Public  Works  .. 

82,174,889  *10 

3,286,995 

,,  Finance  . . . . . . . . 

Expenditure  on  collection  of  revenue 

16,349,701  *70 

653,998 

27,330,762*13 

1,093,230 

Colony  of  Fernando  Po 

700,000 

28,000 

Total 

769,126,720  *60 

30,765,074 

It  will  be  unnecessary  to  give  a detailed  analysis  of  each 
chapter  of  revenue  and  expenditure,  but  with  regard  to  the  former 
it  may  be  noted  that  the  Queen  Regent  has  for  a second  time  given 
a donation  of  1,000,000  pesetas  (40,000/.)  in  her  son’s  name  from 
the  Civil  List. 

The  revenue  from  direct  taxation  is  estimated  at  286,744,973 
pesetas  (11,469,798/.).  The  tax  on  real  property,  agriculture,  and 
cattle-breeding  is  calculated  to  bring  in  154,000,000  pesetas 


Decree  "will  be  issued  authorising  the  expenditure  of  30,978,837  pesetas  for 
immediate  requirements. 

This  sum  is  apportioned  as  follows  : — 


I 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Pesetas. 

£ 

For  paying  the  loss  on  the 

external  debt 

caused  by  the  exchange  . . 

. • 

17,300,000 

692,000 

For  the  Ministry  of  Finance 

. . . . 

1,500,000 

60,000 

Ministry  of  War  . . 

..  .. 

5,510,055 

220,042 

Ministry  of  Marine 

. . 

999,506 

39,980 

Ministry  of  Interior 

119,275 

4,771 

Ministry  of  Public 

Works  for 

subventions  to  railways  . . 

5,550,000 

222,000 

The  whole  amount,  30,978,836  pesetas,  will,  it  is  stated,  be  provided  for  by 
the  surplus  in  hand  at  the  end  of  June. 
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(6,160,000/.).  The  tax  on  industry  and  commerce,  44,000,000  pesetas 
(1,760,000/.).  The  tax  on  legacies  and  transfer  of  property, 

32,000,000  pesetas  (1,280,000/.).  The  tax  on  salaries,  22,700,000 
pesetas  (908,000/.).  The  contribution  from  the  Basque  Provinces 
and  Navarre,  9,190,644  pesetas  (367,625/.). 

The  total  receipts  from  indirect  taxation  amount  to  287,357,000  indirect 
pesetas  (11,494,280/.),  comprising  122,807,000  pesetas  (4,912,280/.)  taxation, 
from  customs,  of  which  112,000,000  pesetas  (4,480.000/.)  are  from 
import  duties,  and  76,200,000  pesetas  (3,048,000/.)  from  the  tax 
on  articles  of  consumption. 

State  monopolies  produce  129,979,000  pesetas  (5,199,160/.),  of  state 
which  the  most  important,  tobacco,  yielding  96,000,000  pesetas  monopolies. 
(3,840,000/.),  and  State  lotteries  which  yield  25,000,000  pesetas 
(1,000,000/.). 

Of  miscellaneous  Treasury  receipts,  “ recursos  del  Tesoro,”  the  Miscellaneous, 
most  important  are  the  sums  received  from  redemption  of  military 
service,  8,000,000  pesetas  (320,000/.),  and  the  Morocco  war 
indemnity,  7,000,000  pesetas  (280,000/.). 

With  regard  to  expenditure  that  on  the  national  debt  is  of  Expenditure, 
sufficient  interest  to  justify  full  details,  a translation  of  the  chapter 
dealing  with  it  is  therefore  annexed,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  it  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  debt  of  the  State  and  the 
debt  of  the  Treasury,  and  also  that  several  headings  of  debt  are 
indicated  to  which  no  sums  are  attached. 
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Public  Debt. 


Item. 

Description. 

Amount. 

£ 

£ 

Part  I. — State  Debt. 

Consolidated  Debt. 

1 

Interest  on  the  Consolidated  Debt  of  5 per 
cent,  due  to  the  United  States 

, , 

2 

(1)  Interest  on  perpetual  External  Debt  at 
4 per  cent. 

(2)  Ditto  on  Interior  Debt  and  intransfer- 
able  Stock  of  Civil  Corporations 

(3)  Ditto  on  sums  raised  bj  the  sale  of 
alienated  property 

(4)  Ditto  on  inscribed  stock,  granted  to 

the  clergy  on  commutation  of  their  pro- 
perty 

3,153,841 

3,632,551 

6, 786,392 
400 

3 

Redemption  of  residues  of  Consolidated  Debt 

•• 

Redeemable  Debt. 

4 

(1)  Interest  and  redemption  of  Redeemable 
Debt  at  4 per  cent. 

(2)  Commission  of  li  per  cent.,  payable  to 
the  Bank  of  Spain  for  the  quarterly  payment 
of  interest  and  Sinking  Eund  on  certain 
classes  of  securities 

4,059,274 

50,740 

4,110,014 

4,151 

2,444 

2,000 

5 

(1)  Interest  on  shares  for  public  works 

(2)  Redemption  of  ditto 

386 

3,765 

6 

(1)  Interest  on  shares  for  road-making 

(2)  Redemption  of  ditto 

218 
2, *26 

7 

Annuities  for  redemption  of  arrears  due  to 
State  officials  . . 

, , 

8 

Redemption  of  claims  pending  for  payment 
of  4 per  cent.  Redeemable  Stock 

# # 

9 

Ditto  on  former  loan 

•• 

.. 

10 

Loss  from  exchange ; sums  provided  for 
meeting  the  loss  incurred  by  sending  abroad 
mone^  for  payment  of  the  National  Debt  . . 

692,000 

Part  II. — Treasury  Debt. 

11,597,401 

11 

Annual  payment  for  interest  and  redemption 
of  a loan  advanced  by  Messrs.  Rothschild  on 
the  security  of  the  sale  of  quicksilver 

150,000  . 

12 

Interest  and  redemption  of  the  loan  advanced 
by  the  tobacco  company  for  naval  construc- 
tion ..  ..  .. 

486,984 

MADRID. 
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Public  Debt — continued. 


Item. 

Description. 

Amount. 

£ 

£ 

Part  II.— Treasury  Debt — continued. 

% 

13 

Sums  for  paying  interest  on  the  Floating 
Debt  of  the  Treasury  . . 

t • 

707,200 

14 

Interest  on  deposits  lodged  as  guarantees  for 
public  works,  contracts,  and  for  the  third 
part  of  80  per  cent,  on  communal  property, 
“Propios” 

• • 

140,000 

Outstanding  Liabilities. 

1,484,180 

15 

Liabilities  for  which  there  is  no  supply  granted 
by  the  Legislature 

•• 

8,435 

Summary. 


Description. 

Amount. 

£ 

Part  I. — State  Debt 

11,597,401 

„ II. — Treasury  Debt . . 

Outstanding  liabilities  from  former 

1,484,180 

budgets  . . 

8,435 

Total 

13,090,016 

The  changes  contemplated  in  the  new  budget  with  regard  to  changes  con- 
revenue  are  few  and  unimportant.  Insurance  companies  will  in  templated. 
future  be  liable  to  the  industrial  tax,  3 per  cent,  being  charged  on 
policies  effected  in  Spain.  Life  insurance  companies  as  well  as 
those  against  accidents,  and  also  co-operative  insurance  companies 
will  pay  \ per  cent,  on  insurances  already  made  or  about  to  be 
made  in  Spain.  Agents  of  life  insurance  companies  will  pay  a tax 
of  2 per  cent,  on  their  commissions. 

The  tax  on  legacies  and  on  transfer  of  property  is  to  be  Tax  on 
farmed  out ; offers  to  be  based  on  the  amount  of  net  revenue  yielded  leSac7  and 
in  any  of  the  last  5 years,  the  State  claiming  a proportional  share  transfer  dut^- 
in  any  increased  receipts. 

In  substitution  for  spirit  licenses  a surcharge  will  be  exacted  Abolition  of 
from  all  tradesmen  equivalent  to  that  already  fixed  by  Eoyal  spirit  licenses. 
Decree  of  February  8,  1894,  according  to  his  trade  and  the  popula- 
tion of  his  place  of  business  in  addition  to  his  assessment  to  the 
industrial  tax. 

The  tax  on  carriages  will  be  paid  on  the  number  of  horses  Tax  on 
intended  to  draw  them  according  to  an  assessment  made  for  each  carriages. 
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SPAIN. 


Playing  cards. 

Province  of 
Navarre. 


horse  or  team  of  horses,  in  addition  to  which  50  pesetas  (2/.)  will 
be  paid  for  each  carriage  in  excess  of  those  for  which  horses  have 
been  assigned  as  a basis  of  assessment. 

The  duty  on  playing  cards  will  be  reduced  to  15  c.  on  each 
pack. 

A period  of  4 months  is  granted  to  the  province  of  Navarre  for 
making  arrangements  with  the  Government  respecting  the  share 
which  it  should  contribute  to  the  public  revenue. 

The  Minister’s  statement  closes  with  a Bill  authorising  the 
Government  to  contract  a loan  for  the  purpose  of  consolidating  the 
floating  debt.  This  they  are  authorised  to  do  by  the  last  budget 
law,  but  it  is  thought  advisable  to  ask  for  a fresh  authority, 
offering  as  security  the  revenue  derived  from  the  tobacco 
monopoly. 

The  amount  of  Treasury  bills  falling  due  on  June  30  is 
333,112,000  pesetas  (13,321,480/.),  and  the  amount  of  the  loan 
which  it  is  proposed  to  raise  is  500,000,000  pesetas  (20,000,000/.). 

It  is  not,  however,  considered  probable  that  this  proposal  will 
be  adopted  as  there  appears  to  be  an  aversion  to  granting  the 
security  of  the  tobacco  monopoly  if  a loan  can  be  raised  without  it, 
and  also  because  in  view  of  the  arrangement  with  the  Bank  of 
Spain,  which  has  been  referred  to,  there  is  no  immediate  necessity 
for  raising  a loan. 

It  need  hardly  be  pointed  out  that  this  arrangement  will  lead 
to  the  increase  of  the  floating  debt,  and  that  the  necessity  for  a 
loan  is  only  deferred. 

Full  statistical  information  relating  to  the  budgets  of  40  years, 
between  1850  and  1890,  and  the  results  shown  by  their  liquidation, 
have  been  published  in  an  official  form.  In  endeavouring  to 
summarise  this  information,  which  is  of  interest  in  showing  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  during  that  period,  some  observa- 
tions of  the  author  have  also  been  given  as  showing  the  disadvan- 
tage under  which  Spanish  finance  has  laboured  in  the  past  and  the 
remedies  which  in  his  opinion  should  be  applied. 

According  to  these  tables  the  estimated  revenue  amounted  : — 


Year. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

In  1850 

Pesetas. 

324,568,796 

840,551,387 

£ 

12,922,748 

1891 

. 

33,622,052 

Difference 

. 

515,982,591 

20,629,301 

an  increase  of  158  per  cent. 

The  details  of  the  increase  are  given  in  the  following  table 
which  also  gives  the  increase  per  cent. : — 
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Description. 

Amount. 

Per  Cent. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Tax  on  real  property 

Pesetas. 

91,757,000 

£ 

3,670,280 

17*78 

Customs 

85,920,000 

3,436,800 

16  65 

Lotteries  . . . . . . . . 

57.890,000 

2.315,600 

11  -21 

Tobacco 

48, 5<  0,000 

1,910,000 

9-39 

Articles  of  consumption  . . . . 

48,000,000 

1,920,000 

9 30 

Tax  on  industry  and  commerce 

33,875,000 

1,355,000 

6-56 

Stamps  . . . . 

33,280,750 

1,331,238 

970,000 

6-45 

Loyalties 

24,250,000 

4-69 

Salaries  and  dotations 

21,142,110 

845,684 

4*09 

Alcohol 

18,000,000 

720,000 

3-49 

Sales  subsequent  to  May  1,  1855  . . 

14,410,000 

576,400 

2-79 

Tax  on  railway  rates,  passengers, 
and  merchandise  . . 

13,600,000 

544,000 

2-63 

Substitutes  for  military  service 

9,300,000 

372,000 

1 -80 

Certificates  of  identity 

6,692,500 

267,700 

1 *29 

Miscellaneous  receipts 

5,529  276 

221,168 

1-07 

Receipts  from  closed  financial  years 

4,800,000 

192  000 

0*93 

Consular  fees. . 

1,550,000 

62,000 

0*30 

Mint  . . 

1,411,120 

56.444 

0*27 

Tax  on  mines. . 

1,360,000 

54,400 

0 26 

Miscellaneous  items. . 

4,021,984 

160,876 

0-78 

Extraordinary  receipts 

45,543,621 

1,821,744 

8*02 

Total 

570,833,362 

22,833,334 

•• 

To  be  deducted  on  account  of  diminutions  : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Salt 

Surplus  from  Colonial  budgets  . . . . 

Tolls  and  ferries  . . 

Receipts  from  State  property  . . 
Gunpowder 

Various  items  showing  diminution 

Pesetas. 

25.250.000 

17.875.000 

3.129.000 
2,957,881 

1.750.000 
3,888,891 

£ 

1,010,000 
715,000 
125,160 
118.312 
70,000 
155  552 

Total 

54,850,772 

2,194,024 

Showing  a net  increase  of  515,982,591  pesetas  (20,629,304/.). 
The  credits  granted  for  carrying  on  the  Government  amounted 

to — 
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, Year. 

Amount. 

Currency.  1 Sterling. 

Pesetas. 

£ 

In  1850  

324,560,905 

12,982,43 6 

1890-91  

834,193,768 

• 

33,367,748 

Increase  . . 

509,632,863  | 

20,385,312 

being  157  per  cent. 

The  increases  are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Per  Cent. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Public  Debt 

Pesetas. 
251,144,729  ! 

£ 

10,045,789 

49*28 

Ministry  of  Public  "Works 

72,982,392 

2,919,295 

14*32 

Ministry  of  War  . . . . 

68,668,407 

2,746,73 6 

13  *48 

Treasury  and  collection  of  taxes  . . 

40,063,081  ! 

1,602,523 

7*86 

Ministry  of  Marine  . . 

30,615,021 

1,224,600 

6*01 

State  pensions 

17,547,359  ! 

701,894 

3*44 

Ministry  of  Interior. . 

17,212,950 

688,518 

3*38 

„ Graee  and  Justice 

10,626,330  1 

425,053 

2*08 

,,  Foreign  Affairs. . 

2,462,921  j 

98,516 

0*48 

Legislative  bodies 

1,021,339  , 

40,853 

0*20 

Presidency  of  Council  of  Ministers 

845,467  | 

33,818 

0*17 

Colony  of  Fernando  Po 

735,476  1 

29,419 

0*14 

* 

| 513,925,476 

20,557,014 

100*84 

Decrease  . . 

4,292,613 

171,702 

0*84 

Total  . . . . 

| 509,632,863 

20,385,312 

100 

The  result  shown  on  this  survey  is  that  52  per  cent,  of  the 
increase  is  absorbed  by  the  public  debt  and  the  so-called  “ clases 
pasivas,”  including  pensions,  indemnities  to  ecclesiastics  on  the 
suppression  of  religious  houses,  subsidies  to  the  Mont  de  Piete,  &c. ; 
26  per  cent,  by  the  military  and  naval  forces,  leaving  21  per  cent, 
for  the  other  Government  departments.  This  explains  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  all  Spanish  Administrations  in  reducing 
the  public  expenditure,  as  deducting  the  large  sums  absorbed  by 
the  public  debt  and  by  the  army  and  navy,  the  increase  of  ex- 
penditure has  been  moderate  if  compared  with  the  development  of 
agriculture,  the  construction  of  railways,  roads,  harbours,  light- 
houses, canals,  and  other  works  of  public  importance  such  as  the 
development  of  telegraphs  and  the  telephone  system,  the  postal 
service,  and  the  reorganisation  of  the  tribunals. 

With  regard  to  the  liquidation  of  the  annual  budgets  it  is 
shown  that,  even  when  the  revenue  fully  realises  the  expectations 
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put  forward  in  the  budget,  it  is  found  necessary  to  make  provision 
for  a further  sum  of  50,000,000  pesetas  (2,000,000/.)  as  repre- 
senting unforeseen  and  extraordinary  expenditure. 

If  the  budgets  for  the  last  40  years  are  taken  the  average 
initial  deficit  at  the  commencement  of  each  financial  year  is  found 
to  he  17,570,088  pesetas  (702,801/.),  as  shown  by  the  following 
table : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Revenue  during  40  years 
Expenditure  .. 

Deficit  for  entire  period 

„ 1 year  

Pesetas  c. 
26.520,065,485  75 
27,222,867,015  42 

£> 

1,060,802,616 

1,088,914,680 

702,801,529  67 
17,570,088  24 

28,112,064 

702,801 

This  sum  does  not  include  extraordinary  expenditure. 

It  appears  that  besides  miscalculations  in  estimating  the 
revenue,  expenditure  was  habitually  authorised  far  beyond  the 
sums  inserted  in  the  estimates.  Sometimes  under  the  word 
“ memoria,”  which  implies  an  almost  unlimited  credit,  sometimes 
by  extraordinary  grants  to  be  covered  by  the  floating  debt  when, 
as  is  always  the  case,  the  expenditure  exceeds  the  revenue,  and 
sometimes  by  the  practice  of  transferring  to  succeeding  financial 
years  in  a permanent  form  the  residue  of  credits  granted  in 
previous  years,  without  providing  at  the  same  time  corresponding 
resources  to  meet  them.  To  remedy  this  the  law  of  June  29, 
1890,  was  passed,  prohibiting  the  granting  of  credits  of  a permanent 
nature. 

The  system  of  supplementary  credits  is,  however,  defended  on 
the  ground  that  they  are  inevitable  as  the  legislature  is  not  sitting 
permanently,  and  unforeseen  events,  necessitating  corresponding 
expenditure  may  occur  at  any  time.  One  circumstance  con- 
tributing to  this  necessity  is  that  financial  measures  remain  in 
force  for  2 years  after  the  year  for  which  they  were  passed,  and 
that  during  a long  period  the  various  branches  of  expenditure 
undergo  considerable  alterations  and  modifications.  The  system 
of  transferring  credits  from  one  department  to  another  is  equally 
objectionable,  as  it  affects  two  branches  of  the  budget,  the  one 
from  which  the  sum  is  taken  and  that  to  which  it  is  transferred. 
It  is  liable  to  abuse  and  may  be  prejudicial  to  branches  of  the 
public  service  amply  provided  for . in  the  estimates.  The  system 
was  condemned  in  France  by  M.  Fould,  and  has  been  abandoned 
in  the  financial  system  of  that  country. 

As  regards  supplementary  credits  it  is  further  shown  that 
Spain  has  not  had  undue  recourse  to  this  form  of  finance  as 
compared  with  other  countries.  According  to  a statement  showing 
(1818)  B 2 
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the  amount  of  the  estimates  and  supplementary  credits  in  France 
and  Spain  during  each  year  between  1880-90,  the  average 
percentage  of  supplementary  credits  amounts  to  6-24  per  cent,  in 
France  and  5 '08  per  cent,  in  Spain. 

After  citing  Belgium  and  England  as  instances  to  show  that 
in  the  best  financially  administered  States  supplementary  credits 
are  found  to  be  indispensable,  it  is  pointed  out  that  habitual 
recourse  on  a large  scale  to  extraordinary  measures,  the  details 
of  which  are  not  given  in  the  estimates,  has  provided  means  for 
satisfying  the  requirements  of  the  State,  but  only  at  the  expense 
of  sacrificing  the  future  of  the  Treasury  by  an  increase  of  the 
Public  Debt. 

During  the  40  years  under  review  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  realise  the  sum  of  2,525,483,585  pesetas  (101,019,340/.)  in 
addition  to  that  of  918,796,146  pesetas  (36,751,844/.)  from  ordinary 
resources  as  fixed  in  the  estimates.  The  result  being  that  the 
annual  sum  which  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  raise  in  order  to 
relieve  the  deficit  amounts  to  or  exceeds  86,000,000  pesetas 
(3,440,000/.),  and  even  if  the  further  extraordinary  measures  are 
not  included,  and  account  is  only  taken  of  loans  and  forestalments 
of  revenue  amounting  to  3,202,530,548  pesetas  (128,101,220/.), 
there  still  remains  a deficiency  of  revenue  or  increase  of  expenditure 
amounting  to  80,000,000  pesetas  (3,200,000/.)  annually,  a sum 
which  may  be  taken  as  the  average  deficit  in  the  estimates  between 
1850  and  1890. 

It  is  farther  pointed  out  that  the  sums  actually  realised  vary 
very  considerably  from  those  estimated.  In  order  to  illustrate 
this  fact  the  following  table  is  given  showing  that  during  a period 
of  40  years  out  of  44  sources  of  revenue  only  4 have  yielded 
more  than  the  sum  estimated,  11  over  90  per  cent.,  12  between 
80  and  90  per  cent.,  4 between  70  and  80  per  cent.,  7 between 
60  and  70  per  cent.,  and  6 have  realised  less  than  60  per  cent. 
These  groups  are  given  in  the  following  tables  : — 

Group  1. 


Item. 

Description. 

Per  Cent. 

I 

Interest  of  6 per  cent,  on  funds  diverted  from  their 

legitimate  purpose 

139-07 

2 

Eventual  receipts  from  all  sources. . 

111-71 

3 

Arrears  up  to  end  of  1849  . . 

101  *47 

4 

Lotteries  . . . . . . . . 

100  -96 
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Group  2. 


Item. 

Description. 

Per  Cent. 

1 

Sums  realised  from  the  redemption  of  military  service  . . 

98  -91 

2 

Tobacco 

96-86 

3 

Issuo  of  Public  Debt. . ..  .. 

96*77 

4 

Custom-house  receipts 

96-36 

z 

Tax  on  salaries,  and  provincial  and  municipal  charges, 

and  on  registration  fees  of  national  property  . . 

96  -63 

6 

Tax  on  real  property  . . . . 

93-77 

7 

Tax  on  transfers  of  property 

93  -51 

8 

Salt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

92  -98 

9 

Tax  on  railway  fares. . 

92  -41 

10 

Taxes  on  the  free  ports  in  the  Canaries  . . 

90  -25 

11 

Mines  at  Linares  . . . . . . . . . . 

90  19 

Group  3. 


Item. 

Description. 

Per  Cent. 

1 

War  indemnities 

89 '16 

2 

Profits  from  State  property 

88  90 

3 

Stamps  . . . . . . . . . • ’ . . 

88  -36 

4 

Gunpowder  . . 

87-46 

5 

Money  orders  issued  by  the  Treasury  . . . . ♦ . 

87  08 

6 

Industrial  Tax  . . . . . . 

86-15 

7 

Tax  on  mines. . 

84  -32 

8 

Tax  on  articles  of  consumption 

83-40 

9 

Fees  paid  for  custody  of  deposits  . . 

81-94 

10 

Sale  of  property  formerly  held  in  mortmain 

80-64 

11 

Tax  on  titles  of  nobility 

80-99 

12 

Sums  refunded 

80-57 

Group  4. 


Item. 

Description. 

Per  Cent. 

1 

Tax  on  native-grown  sugar  . . « « 

79  05 

2 

Mints  . . . • . . • • • • . . . . 

78-89 

3 

Cruzada*  ..  ..  ..  ••  .. 

76-83 

4 

Consular  dues  . . . . . . . . . . . . j 

75  -83 

* For  an  explanation  of  this  tax  see  note  on  page  21. 


Group  5. 


Item. 

Description. 

Per  Cent. 

1 

Miscellaneous  State  dues  . . . . . . 

79  05 

2 

Riotinto  mines 

63-75 

3 

Surplus  from  colonial  treasuries  . . 

62  44 

4 

Direct  taxes  finally  paid-up. . 

62  32 

5 

Arrears 

61  -04 

6 

Official  publications  . . 

60-70 

7 

Mines  of  Almaden  . . 

60-57 
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Item. 

Description. 

Per  Cent. 

1 

Compensation  fund  . . 

55  -27 

2 

Personal  certificates  . . 

53  01 

3 

Mines  of  Alcaraz,  Falset,  and  Marbella  .. 

51  97 

4 

Indirect  taxes  finally  settled 

51-12 

5 

Promissory  notes  negotiated  . . . . . . .. 

49  10 

6 

Special  tax  on  alcoholic  drinks 

29  26 

After  showing  that  the  revenue  estimated  in  the  budget  is 
never  actually  realised,  he  proceeds  to  point  out  that  the  actual 
expenditure  invariably  exceeds  the  estimates,  thus  increasing  the 
deficit  which  has  to  be  provided  for  sometimes  by  supplementary 
and  extraordinary  credits ; sometimes,  when  it  has  been  found 
impossible  to  estimate  the  expenditure  accurately,  by  credits  granted 
on  the  express  condition  that  they  may  be  increased  until  the 
necessary  sum  has  been  obtained.  Moreover,  in  some  cases  the 
State  departments  have  exceeded  their  share  of  the  estimates,  and 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Cortes  for  a Bill  of 
Indemnity. 

It  is  then  shown  that  the  total  supplies,  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary, granted  during  the  40  "years  under  review  amounted 
to  28,919,026,125  pesetas  (1,156,761,045/.),  the  total  sums  spent 
having  been  27,495,708,799  pesetas  (1 ,099,828,351/.),  thus  leaving 
a residue  of  14,200,317,326  pesetas  (56,932,694/.). 

A digression  here  follows  showing  the  necessity  for  remedial 
measures,  and  pointing  out  the  influence  hitherto  exercised  by 
political  disturbances.  It  will  be  unnecessary,  in  view  of  the 
system  adopted  by  the  present  Finance  Minister  in  framing  the 
estimates  for  1894-95,  to  follow  the  writer  through  his  denunciation 
of  the  system  hitherto  followed,  known  as  the  valuation  system, 
which  afforded  a means  of  balancing  a budget  by  an  illusory 
calculation  of  increased  receipts.  In  the  automatic  system  now 
adopted,  estimates  are  based  on  the  most  recent  data  available, 
which  is  shown  to  be  the  recognised  practice  in  England,  Italy, 
Germany,  and  the  United  States,  where  the  introduction  of  the 
estimates  coincides  almost  exactly  with  the  commencement  of  the 
financial  year. 

Beturning  to  the  question  of  Spanish  finance  (and  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  following  is  taken  from  a Spanish  source)  it 
is  not  only  a reform  in  the  system  which  is  advocated,  but  also  the 
employment  of  none  but  honourable  and  intelligent  administrators, 
as  the  services  of  men  combining  the  necessary  qualifications  are 
not  wanting — as  otherwise  the  finances  of  an  entire  province  may  be 
put  into  great  disorder  by  a bad  selection.  The  efforts  of  a Govern- 
ment assisted  by  those  of  the  Cortes  are  manifestly  thrown  away 
if  the  task  of  carrying  out  the  result  of  their  calculations  is 
entrusted  to  incompetent  persons. 

The  more  important  faults  and  defects  which  have  been  the 
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permanent  cause  of  deficits  are  stated  to  be  delusive  estimates  of 
revenue,  the  result  of  the  valuation  system,  evasion,  additions  of  all 
kinds  to  the  original  credit,  and  also  extraordinary  credits. 

The  remedies  for  these  sources  of  financial  difficulty  are  stated 
to  be : the  rigorous  application  of  - the  automatic  system  with 
regard  to  revenue,  taking  the  accounts  of  the  previous  year  as  a 
basis  of  calculation ; the  rendering  a strict  account  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  each  department ; the  limitation  as  far  as  possible  of  sup- 
plementary and  extraordinary  credits  ; and,  finally,  the  elimination 
of  every  initial  deficit. 

The  following  are  the  principal  taxes  and  sources  of  revenue : 
the  tax  on  real  property,  agriculture,  and  cattle-breeding  ; tax  on 
industry  and  commerce  ; estate  duties  and  the  tax  on  the  transfer 
of  property ; tax  on  personal  certificates  ; tax  on  salaries  ; tax  on 
articles  of  consumption  ; tax  on  railway  passengers  and  merchan- 
dise ; stamps ; revenue  from  tobacco  ; revenue  from  lotteries. 

Besides  these  there  are  the  tax  on  mines  ; fees  paid  on  Castilian 
titles  and  patents  of  nobility ; subsidies  from  the  free  ports  of  the 
Canaries ; consular  dues ; the  tax  on  sugar  grown  in  Spain ; 
Treasury  money  orders ; Cruzada.* 

The  reason  given  for  the  omission  of  any  reference  to  the 
revenue  derived  from  customs  is  that  it  would  be  useless  labour  to 
notice  all  the  changes  which  have  been  caused  by  the  various  ad- 
ministrations of  the  custom-house ; and,  from  another  point  of 
view,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  enter  into  the  question  at 
all  fully  without  plunging  into  a discussion  relating  to  the  various 
systems  of  policy  by  which  the  Government  has  at  different  times 
been  guided. 

A further  point  to  which  attention  is  expressly  directed  is  the 
considerable  increase  shown  in  each  decennial  period  of  wealth 
subject  to  taxation. 

This  amounted  to  : — 


1 

Year. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Pesetas. 

£ 

In  1850 

571,812,715 

22,872,508 

1860  

692,380,07 6 

27,695,203 

1870  

755,709,933 

30,228,397  1 

1880  

777,694,168 

31,107,766 

1890  

844,133,195 

33,765,327 

* The  impost  bearing  the  name  of  Cruzada  dates  from  the  Middle  Ages, 
when  spiritual  privileges  were  granted  by  the  popes  to  those  who  contributed 
money  for  the  crusades.  The  first  Bull  of  the  Cruzada  was  granted  by  Julius  II. 
to  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  in  1509,  and  is  renewed  annually. 

The  tax  soon  came  to  be  administered  by  the  State,  but  after  many  changes  is 
now  administered  by  the  Archbishop  of  Toledo  as  an  ecclesiastical  revenue,  a fixed 
sum  being  paid  to  the  State.  The  receipts  are  derived  from  the  sale  of  licenses  and 
privileges,  such  as  that  of  eating  meat  on  Fridays  throughout  the  year,  excepting 
in  Lent.  They  amount  to  a considerable  sum,  which  after  providing  for  the  con- 
tribution payable  to  the  State  is  employed  for  the  repair  of  churches  and  other 
ecclesiastical  purposes. 
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Showing  an  increase  between  the  first  and  last  years  named  of 
272,320,480  pesetas  (10,892,819/.)  or  47'62  per  cent.  A similar 
increase  is  observable  with  regard  to  “ valores  liquidados,”  sums 
obtained  at  the  close  of  the  financial  year,  which  increased  until 
1889-90,  in  which  year  there  was  a slight  diminution : — 


Year. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Pesetas. 

£ 

1850  

75,032,020 

3,001,280 

1860  

98,954,779 

3 958,191 

1870  

139,009,545 

5,560,381 

1880  

165,743,958 

6,629,758 

1890  

165,662,472 

6,626,498 

The  difference  between  1850  and  the  last  year  given  being, 
90,630,452  pesetas  (3,625,218/.),  which  represents  12078  per  cent. 

Taking  the  revenue  realised  in  1889-90  together  with  the  fact 
that  the  area  of  Spain  is  50,451,638  hectares  (124,671,042  acres), 
the  average  taxation  per  hectare  is  shown  to  be  3 pesetas  28  c. 
The  province  of  Madrid  contributing  the  largest  portion,  14  pesetas 
42  c. ; that  of  Soria  the  lowest,  1 peseta  20  c. 

A very  full  account  is  given  of  the  origin,  and  history  of  the 
principal  taxes,  showing  the  alterations  which  have  at  various  times 
been  introduced. 

Of  these  one  of  the  most  important  is  the  tax  on  real  property, 
agriculture,  and  cattle-breeding.  It  was  originally  called  the  ter- 
ritorial tax.  As  time  went  on  it  received  its  present  appellation 
which  corresponds  more  exactly  to  the  articles  taxed.  It  was 
established  by  the  law  of  May  23,  1845,  with  the  object  of  con- 
existing  taxes.  solidating  a number  of  previously  existing  taxes.  These  were  nine 
in  number,  viz.  : — 

1.  That  on  straw  and  implements  originally  levied  in  kind  for 
the  requirements  of  the  army. 

2.  Civil  fruits,  a tax  imposed  in  1785  to  compensate  the 
Treasury  for  sums  lost  by  the  diminution  in  value  of  provincial 
rents. 

3.  The  portion  of  the  land  tax  originally  due  to  the  Crown  of 
Aragon. 

4.  The  tax  for  maintenance  and  repair  of  barracks  formerly 
included  in  No.  1 and  paid  in  kind. 

5.  Succession  dues. 

6.  Manda  pia  forzosa,  a tax  of  12  r.  (about  3 pesetas)  imposed  on 
wills  and  legacies  on  every  succession  in  Spain,  and  60  r.  (15  pesetas) 
in  the  colonial  possessions  for  the  assistance  of  prisoners,  widows, 
and  others  affected  by  the  Napoleonic  wars. 

7.  The  sums  payable  by  the  Basque  provinces. 

8.  The  sums  payable  to  the  clergy  after  the  abolition  of  tithe 
in  1837. 


Tax  on  real 

properly, 

agriculture, 

and  cattle- 

breeding. 

Previously 
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9.  The  payment  made  by  the  province  of  Navarre  since  1841, 
as  also  the  quota  paid  in  lieu  of  tithes  for  public  worship. 

The  vicissitudes  through  which  this  tax  passed  before  it  Form 
assumed  its  final  shape  in  1845  were  many  and  various.  Property  assumed  in 
subject  to  it  was  at  that  date  described  as  follows  : — 18 15, 

1.  Land  of  every  description,  whether  cultivated  or  unculti- 
vated, or  used  for  purposes  of  recreation  or  luxury. 

2.  Urban  and  rural  buildings,  quit  rents,  tributes,  rents,  sub- 
rents, pensions,  and  any  other  description  of  perpetual  charge 
including  long  leases  on  property. 

3.  Salt  mines  worked  by  the  proprietors  and  those  leased  by 
the  Government.  Labourers  and  cultivators  are  also  subject  to 
the  payment  of  this  tax  on  their  net  profits,  and  owners  of 
cattle  not  used  for  labour  on  the  profits  of  cattle-breeding. 

The  necessity  of  exemptions  soon  became  apparent,  and  per- 
manent ones  were  immediately  made  for  cemeteries,  land  attached 
to  religious  houses,  buildings,  and  gardens  belonging  to  the  Crown, 
common  land  belonging  to  villages,  public  roads,  ports,  and  canals, 
houses  belonging  to  foreign  embassies  (whose  Governments  show 
the  same  consideration  towards  Spain).  Temporary  exemptions 
were  also  made  in  the  case  of  land  being  prepared  for  cultivation. 

The  amount  of  the  tax  was  fixed  by  an  assessment,  “ ley  de 
cupo,”  for  each  province.  The  provincial  deputations  fixed  that  of 
each  province,  and  the  municipalities  and  skilled  assessors  that  of 
each  tax  payer,  the  landowners  being  collectively  responsible  in 
each  province  and  village  for  the  entire  payment  of  the  sum  fixed. 

By  this  means  the  Treasury  would  never  suffer  loss,  as  the  sum 
falling  short  of  what  is  required  would  be  redistributed  amongst 
all  the  contributors. 

The  principal  difficulty  with  which  all  Governments  have  had 
to  contend  is  that  of  ascertaining  the  real  taxable  value  of  property 
liable  to  taxation,  owing  to  the  prevalance  of  evasion,  “ occupation.” 

The  system  as  fixed  by  the  law  of  September  30, 1885,  provides  System 
that  this  tax  being  calculated  at  a fixed  sum  by  the  State,  the  i885ted  m 
amount  by  which  it  falls  short  will  be  carried  over  to  the  accounts 
of  the  following  year  to  be  levied  either  on  the  taxpayers  of  a 
special  municipal  district,  or  on  those  of  an  entire  province  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances  of  the  case  as  decided  by  local  com- 
missioners or  the  Cortes.  The  contribution  of  each  province,  on 
the  basis  of  its  individual  wealth,  is  fixed  in  the  budget  by  the 
Finance  Minister  with  the  sanction  of  the  Council  of  Ministers ; 
the  portions  for  which  each  village  or  municipal  district  is  liable 
being  fixed  on  the  basis  of  the  net  taxable  property  by  the  com- 
missions of  the  provincial  or  administrative  capitals,  or  in  other 
districts  by  the  official  valuers,  the  approval  of  these  valuations 
always  resting  with  the  central  administration.  The  collection  of 
this  tax  is  confided  to  the  executive  tax  gatherers  and  agents  in 
accordance  with  the  law  of  1888  ; the  duty  of  the  former  being  to 
collect  the  ordinary  tax,  and  that  of  the  latter  to  exact  payment 
of  arrears.  Tax  on 

The  tax  on  industry  and  commerce  has  also  undergone  many  industry  and 
and  various  changes  before  assuming  its  present  form.  commerce. 
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Ancient 

history. 


Law  during 

French 

occupation. 


System  of 
taxation  by 
guilds 
introduced 
in  1847. 


When  the  seignorial  rights  or  ancient  dues  of  the  Crown 
proved  insufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  the  State,  more 
especially  at  the  time  of  the  wars  with  the  Moors,  the  kings  had 
recourse  to  the  Cortes,  which  granted  what  was  necessary  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  moment.  This  happened  so  frequently 
that  these  sums  gradually  took  the  form  of  a permanent  tax  pay- 
able every  three  years  under  the  name  of  “ Servicio  Ordinario  de 
Monedas,”  and  being  levied  on  farms,  commerce,  industry,  pro- 
fessions, and  arts  may  be  considered  to  be  the  origin  of  the  tax. 
There  were,  of  course,  the  usual  exemptions  in  favour  of  the 
nobility,  clergy,  officers  of  the  Royal  household,  the  villages 
bordering  on  the  Moorish  possessions,  the  doctors  of  the  Uni- 
versities, and  newly  married  people  for  two  years.  The  tax  was 
collected  by  the  Procurador  del  Rei  who  received  1 J per  cent,  as  his 
share.  It  gave  rise  to  many  complaints  by  reason  of  its  uncertainty 
and  injustice,  and  was  finally  abolished  in  1795  by  Charles  IV. 

When  the  provincial  rights  of  Aragon,  Catalonia,  Valencia,  and 
Majorca  were  abolished  by  Philip  V,  and  the  tributary  system  of 
Castile  was  substituted,  the  tax  was  levied  under  the  generic  name 
of  “ equivalente.”  In  Majorca,  however,  it  was  named  “talla” ; 
and  in  Catalonia,  “ catastro.” 

By  a decree  of  Joseph  Bonaparte,  dated  November  19,  1810, 
everyone  carrying  on  any  business,  commerce,  art,  or  profession 
was  obliged  to  obtain  a license  or  patent. 

A tax  was  attached  to  these  patents,  and  also  a small  sum 
divided  between  the  municipality  and  the  secretary  by  whom  they 
were  issued.  The  tariff  by  which  the  tax  was  fixed  was  divided 
into  two  groups,  one  comprising  the  industries  and  professions, 
paying,  the  same  amount  in  all  the  cities  of  the  kingdom,  the 
other  paying  an  amount  varying  according  to  the  class  of  town 
or  its  industries,  to  which  a third  was  afterwards  added,  comprising 
shops  for  the  sale  of  meat,  fish,  vegetables,  &c.,  the  sums  payable 
being  assigned  under  three  heads  according  to  the  importance  of 
the  locality.  The  classes  of  towns  were  five  in  number: — 
(1)  Madrid ; (2)  provincial  capitals  and  seaports  inhabited  by 
foreigners;  (3)  leading  provincial  towns;  (4)  places  of  sufficient 
importance  to  have  a mayor  or  judge ; (5)  the  other  villages  of 
the  kingdom. 

The  classes  of  contributors  were  10  in  number,  each  paying  a 
separate  quota  corresponding  to  the  description  of  township  to 
which  they  belonged.  In  these  10  classes  were  included  all  the 
industries,  professions,  &c. 

On  the  departure  of  the  French  their  decrees  became  null,  but 
the  principle  was  re-introduced,  and  the  tax  with  modifications 
remained  more  or  less  in  this  form  until  1847.  By  Royal  Decree 
of  September  3,  in  that  year,  direct  taxation  according  to  the 
system  described  was  abolished,  and  the  system  of  “ agremiacion,” 
or  associations  nearly  corresponding  to  guilds  in  other  countries, 
established.  The  duties  were  levied  on  the  basis  of  population 
upon  industries  and  professions  coming  under  tariff  1 of  the 
previous  system,  and  without  reference  to  population  on  the  classes 
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comprised  under  the  tariffs  2 and  3.  All  those  exercising  the 
same  trade  or  profession  were  to  form  a guild  or  association  for  the 
payment  of  the  tax.  The  members  of  the  guild  were  collectively 
responsible  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  allotted  to  them,  but  could 
distribute  it  proportionally  at  their  own  discretion  amongst  the 
various  categories  of  industry  comprised  in  their  association  within 
certain  fixed  limits.  Certain  persons,  elected  by  members  of  the 
guild  with  the  approval  of  the  Government,  for  the  purpose, 
became  individually  responsible  for  the  payment  of  the  tax  into 
the  Treasury,  and  against  them  proceedings  could  be  taken  in  case 
of  default.  Every  one  exercising  a profession  or  calling  without 
having  obtained  a certificate  proving  him  to  be  enrolled  as  member 
of  a guild  was  liable  to  a fine  of  double  the  amount  due,  which 
could  be  exacted  by  distress,  unless  within  4 days  a person  could 
be  found  belonging  to  a guild  to  give  security  for  him.  The  tax, 
with  certain  changes  in  the  classification  of  industries,  has  re- 
mained in  force  upon  this  basis  up  to  the  present  day.  Every 
Spanish  subject  or  foreigner  carrying  on  any  trade,  profession, 
business,  art,  or  offices  is  subject  to  it. 

It  consists  (1)  of  a fixed  sum  to  be  paid  to  the  Treasury  Present 
according  to  fine  tariffs ; (2)  of  the  additional  duties  authorised  by  8Jstem* 
law  in  favour  of  provinces  and  municipalities,  the  maximum  being 
16  per  cent. ; (3)  6 per  cent,  on  the  foregoing  sums  which  is  dis- 
tributed as  follows : — 1 per  cent,  on  the  net  sum  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  half  of  which  goes  direct  to  the  Treasury  for  expenses  of 
registration  and  half  to  the  local  alcaldes  and  secretaries  of 
municipalities  employed  in  the  work.  For  the  collection  of  the 
tax  a proportional  percentage  is  paid  according  to  the  district,  the 
remainder  being  applied  to  satisfy  the  expenditure  necessary  for 
developing  the  tax  and  covering  as  far  as  possible  the  sums  in 
default. 

Each  year  a register  is  drawn  up  in  duplicate  of  the  indi- 
viduals subject  to  the  tax  in  each  village,  divided  according  to 
tariffs,  classes,  numbers,  and  trades,  showing  the  amount  payable 
by  each. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  to  describe  the  exact  machinery  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  tax  which  was  in  the  hands  of 
syndicates  representing  the  several  associations  or  guilds  according 
to  the  number  of  their  members.  They  decided  the  amount  to  be 
paid  by  each  member,  and  the  decision  was  laid  before  an  assembly 
of  the  guild  who  decided  any  disputed  assessment  by  a majority  of 
votes. 

Any  attempt  to  defraud  the  State  on  the  part  of  those  liable  to 
the  tax  or  those  entrusted  with  its  collection  is  punishable  by  fine, 
which  can  be  doubled  in  the  case  of  a second  offence ; on  the  other 
hand,  syndics  and  other  officials  are  entitled  to  two-thirds  of  any 
fines  they  may  be  instrumental  in  getting  imposed. 

The  history  of  the  tax  on  industry  and  commerce  has  now  been 
traced  through  its  successive  stages.  The  systems  successively  in 
force  have  all  been  directed  to  the  establishment  of  a just  propor- 
tion payable  by  individual  contributors,  but  no  attempt  has  been 
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made  to  fix  the  sum  payable  by  different  industries.  The  quotas 
hitherto  paid  by  them  bear,  however,  no  relation  to  their  individual 
production. 


Transfer  and  Legacy  Duty. 

The  tax  imposed  on  transmission  of  property  by  descent,  or 
“Derechos  transfer  in  other  ways,  is  of  very  ancient  origin,  its  character  as  a 
Sansmision  ^xec^  an<I  ordinary  tax  dating  from  1491,  in  the  time  of  Ferdinand 
de^Bienes ” and  Isabella,  previously  to  which  date  it  had  existed,  but  only  as 
Early  origin,  an  extraordinary  tax  for  special  purposes,  such  as  the  fortifications 
of  Algeciras  in  1341,  of  Gibraltar  in  1349,  and  the  war  with 
Portugal  in  1388. 

In  1798  the  foundation  was  laid  of  the  tax  in  its  present  form, 
establishing  the  scale  of  taxation  leviable  in  accordance  with  the 
various  degrees  of  relationship  in  the  case  of  hereditary  trans- 
mission of  property. 

The  sums  payable  under  the  tax  have  varied  considerably  at 
different  periods,  having  been  in  the  earliest  times  of  5 per  cent, 
on  inheritances  and  on  the  value  of  property  bought  or  exchanged. 
Philip  II  raised  it  to  10  per  cent.,  and  by  Royal  Decree  of  1785 
it  was  reduced  to  7 per  cent. 

Various  measures  of  an  experimental  nature  were  passed  in 
connection  with  this  law,  amongst  them  one  called  the  “Derecho 
de  Hipotecas,”  or  tax  on  mortgages,  consisting  of  J per  cent,  on 
all  classes  of  donations,  sales,  and  transfers  of  landed  property. 

Several  important  changes  were  introduced  by  the  law  of 
1867,  one  being  the  imposition  of  a succession  duty  on  inheritance 
in  a direct  line,  and  the  increase  of  the  scale  of  taxation  on 
transfers  to  3 per  cent.  The  succession  duty  has  been  taken  off 
and  re-imposed  more  than  once,  and  in* 873  the  tax  was  made  to 
include  various  forms  of  contract  which  had  hitherto  escaped 
taxation,  thus  extending  the  basis  of  the  tax  and  introducing  the 
name  which  it  now  bears  of  the  tax,  “ Derechos  Reales  y trans- 
mision  de  Bienes.” 

Finally,  by  the  law  of  December  21,  1881,  which  adopted  the 
principle  that  no  one  should  enjoy  exemption  from  the  tax,  the 
State  imposed  a duty  of  10  cents,  per  100  pesetas  on  “ conceptos 5> 
(revenues)  which  were  formerly  exempt,  at  the  same  time 
modifying  the  scale  in  succession  duties  and  “ deeds  of  gift,”  and 
also  on  pensions. 

The  latest  reform  was  introduced  by  the  law  of  1885-86 
regulating  the  scale  of  payment  required  in  the  case  of  mortgages 
raised  as  guarantees  by  mercantile  companies  of  all  classes. 

From  the  foregoing  it  appears  that  this  tax  is  not  only  one  of 
the  most  ancient  sources  of  revenue,  but  also  (although  obnoxious 
to  many  economists  as  a tax  on  capital  rather  than  income)  has 
most  steadily  developed  and  increased  in  importance.  Its  main- 
tenance is  justified  by  the  example  of  England,  France,  and  finally 
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Italy,  in  which  countries  the  tax  on  registration  has  been  finally 
adopted. 

There  are,  therefore,  three  distinct  periods  in  the  history 
of  the  tax,  viz.,  from  1491  to  1845,  which  may  be  called  its 
ancient  history ; secondly,  the  more  modern  period  from  1845  to 
1872;  and  thirdly,  the  period  since  that  date,  during  which  it  has 
been  modified  to  its  present  form. 

Long  before  the  change  in  the  system  of  public  administration,  “ Cedulas  ^ 
which  took  place  in  1845,  there  were  certain  documents  of  the  phonal*33' 
nature  of  passports  which,  by  reason  of  their  similarity  to  the  certiUcates. 
existing  system  of  personal  certificates,  may  be  considered  to  be 
the  forerunner  of  the  tax  bearing  that  name. 


These  documents  were  at  first  instituted  for  purposes  of  police, 
and  although  they  brought  in  something  to  the  Treasury,  the  sum 
was  so  insignificant  as  to  be  hardly  taken  into  account  for  purposes 
of  revenue. 

Under  the  present  system  the  cedulas  are  exclusively  for 
purposes  of  taxation,  and  the  tax  is  farmed  out  by  the  Ministry  of 
Finance. 

Certificates  of  “ vecindad  ” (domicile)  lasted  from  1854  to 
1870,  those  of  “ empadronainiento  ” (granted  to  heads  of  families) 
from  1870  to  1873,  the  personal  since  1874.  On  the  abolition  of 
the  passports  formerly  necessary  for  natives  of  Spain  moving  from 
one  part  of  the  country  to  the  other,  the  “ cedulas  de  vecindad  ” 
were,  like  those  of  “ empadronainiento,”  granted  to  heads  of 
families,  the  charge  being  1 r.  (2  Jc7)  for  himself  and  each  member 
of  his  household  requiring  them,  exceptions  being  made  in  the 
case  of  pilgrims,  workmen,  widows,  and  orphans  in  receipt  of  a 
maintenance  of  less  than  1,500  reals  (157),  and  soldiers. 

When  the  designation  of  the  tax  was  changed  in  1870  the 
<f  empadronainiento  ” was  made  more  clearly  to  express  the  principle 
of  taxation  involved,  a classification  of  the  population  of  the 
towns  and  villages  was  introduced  under  three  categories,  the 
possession  of  a “ cedula  ” by  every  individual  over  14  years  of  age 
became  compulsory,  the  only  exceptions  being  nuns  in  religious 
houses  and  prisoners  undergoing  sentence. 

The  change  of  Government  in  1873  brought  about  the  abolition 
of  the  tax,  but  it  was  re-introduced  in  the  following  year. 

The  price  of  cedulas  has  varied  considerably,  being  calculated 
both  according  to  the  scale  of  individual  incomes  and  also  with 
regard  to  the  various  classes  of  towns  as  shown  by  population. 
This  classification,  however,  has  also  varied  considerably,  the 
number  having  been  increased  at  various  times  to  9,  10,  and  11. 

Tariff  I commences  with  a tax  of  100  pesetas  (47)  charged  to 
persons  paying  5,000  pesetas  (2007)  in  direct  taxes,  or  enjoying  an 
annual  income  of  30,000  pesetas  (1,200Z),  whether  derived  from 
official  salaries  or  from  private  means,  as  first-class  cedulas, 
graduated  down  to  50  cents.  (5c7)  in  Class  XI,  charged  to  labourers, 
servants,  and  their  children  over  14  years  of  age. 

Tariff  II  is  graduated  on  a similar  scale  under  11  classes,  but 
applies  to  cedulas  granted  to  householders.  It  is  calculated  on 
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the  annual  rent  of  premises  varying  from  7,500  pesetas  (900/.)  in 
Madrid  to  50  pesetas  (21.)  or  less  in  villages  of  less  than  5,000 
inhabitants. 

This  is  how  the  law  at  present  stands,  the  municipalities  being 
obliged  to  compile  registers  and  to  promote  the  development  of 
the  tax,  while  maintaining  the  right  to  impose  an  additional  charge 
of  not  more  than  50  per  cent,  on  cedulas  to  meet  the  expenses 
incurred.  Military  men  are  charged  under  Class  IX  on  incomes 
of  from  750  pesetas  (30/.)  to  1.250  pesetas  (50/.)  per  annum.  The 
formation  of  group  classes  in  provincial  capitals  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  General  Administrator  of  the  Province,  and  in  villages  in  that 
of  the  municipalities. 

The  tax  on  salaries  appears  to  have  originated  in  the  time  of 
the  War  of  Succession,  when  it  was  10  per  cent,  on  the  salaries  of 
employes  in  the  tribunals  and  public  offices.  It  was  subsequently 
extended  by  Charles  IV  to  all  classes  indiscriminately. 
Perdinand  YI I reduced  the  tax  to  4 per  cent,  imposed  only  on 
salaries  exceeding  12,000  r.  (120/.). 

Various  abuses  crept  in  which  led  to  its  abolition  in  1857.  It 
was  revived  in  1876,  when  the  rate  was  fixed  at  5 per  cent,  on  all 
salaries  or  rents  paid  by  the  State  or  by  provincial  or  municipal 
bodies,  as  well  as  on  shares  of  banks  and  companies  constituted 
with  the  approval  of  the  State.  Various  modifications  and 
exemptions  continued  to  be  made  in  favour  of  one  class  or  another, 
until  in  1876  a new  scale  was  fixed  for  the  taxation  of  the  military 
and  civil  functionaries  as  follows  : — 


Per  Cent. 

Salaries  up  to  1,500  pesetas 

15 

From  1,500  to  10,000  pesetas 

20 

From  10,000  pesetas  and  upwards 

25 

The  “ clases  pasivas  ” (pensions,  &c.)  were  also  to  pay  25  per 
cent.,  and  the  clergy,  after  certain  formalities,  were  also  expected 
to  contribute  the  fourth  part,  or  25  per  cent.,  as  a donation  from 
their  personal  receipts.  In  1881  their  contribution  was,  like  all 
others,  reduced  to  10  per  cent.,  while  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  on  active  service,  as  well  as  the  rank  and  file  of  both  services, 
were  altogether  exempted.  Comptrollers  or  registrars  of  property, 
in  addition  to  the  tax  on  salaries,  have  to  pay  a special  one  on  the 
fees  which  they  receive,  assessed  on  the  following  scale,  according 
to  the  class  of  locality  which  they  administer : — 
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Per  Cent. 

Classes  1 and  2 . . . «, 

6 

Class  3 

5 

„ 4 

4 

The  origin  of  this  tax  appears  to  be  lost  in  antiquity,  traces  of  Tax  on 
it  being  certainly  discernable  in  the  time  of  the  Romans.  It  is,  articles  of 
however,  distinctly  alluded  to  in  1341,  in  the  reign  of  Alfonso  XI,  ^^^ptlon* 
in  connection  with  expenditure  at  Algeciras,  Gibraltar,  in  common  origin  of. 
with  other  indirect  taxes,  which  assumed  very  large  proportions 
later  under  the  domination  of  the  House  of  Austria,  in  order  to 
provide  for  the  expenditure  caused  by  the  wars.  The  contribution 
was  voted  by  the  Cortes  under  the  comprehensive  name  of 
“ millones,”  and  was  raised  principally  upon  articles  of  consump- 
tion. This  tax,  incorporated  as  it  was  with  the  general  system  of 
indirect  taxation,  may  be  said  to  have  exercised  a baneful  influence 
on  the  development  and  prosperity  of  the  country.  It  formed 
part  of  one  vast  system  of  corruption  (not  peculiar  at  that  period 
to  the  history  of  Spain),  and  the  sale  of  offices,  villages,  regiments, 
and  places  at  last  led  to  an  outcry  on  the  part  of  the  people  against 
the  expenditure  of  the  Royal  Household,  and  the  costly  wars 
which  impoverished  the  country  and  paralysed  industry,  but  it 
resulted  only  in  the  introduction  of  some  palliative  measures, 
such  as  sumptuary  laws,  the  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  gold 
and  silver,  the  arbitrary  reduction  of  interest  due,  and  amongst 
remedies  that  of  giving  a fictitious  double  value  to  the  copper 
currency. 

Reforms  were  introduced  by  Ferdinand  YI  and  Charles  III,  Subsequent 
and  in  1813  the  tax  was  abolished,  only,  however,  to  be  re-intro-  changes, 
duced  in  1817  under  another  name  and  form,  resembling  to  a great 
extent  the  modern  continental  “octroi.”  The  tax  has  retained 
much  the  same  form  to  the  present  day  though  with  various 
modifications,  the  most  important  reforms  having  taken  place  in 
1854,  1868,  and  1874.  It  has  become  too  thoroughly  engrafted 
in  the  fiscal  system  of  the  country  for  a substitute  to  be  easily 
found,  and  Spanish  statesmen  have  considered  it  more  expedient 
to  reform  and  extend  an  established  tax  than  to  create  a new  one. 

The  bases  for  levying  the  tax  as  it  at  present  stands  were  laid  System 
down  in  1888  as  follows.  The  municipalities  of  provincial  capitals,  introduced 
those  of  the  seaports  of  Cartagena,  Gijon,  and  Vigo,  and  of  towns  in  1888‘ 
with  a population  of  more  than  30,000,  may  register  themselves 
or  not  as  they  please  on  the  terms  fixed  by  the  Treasury.  In  case 
they  do  not  accept  the  Government  tariff,  the  Government  may 
either  administer  the  tax  themselves  or  farm  it  out  for  the  sum 
they  may  consider  just,  an  expedient  which  may  also  be  adopted 
in  case  a municipality  having  accepted  the  Government  assess- 
ment should  fail  to  levy  it  satisfactorily. 

In  towns  with  a population  of  less  than  30,000  inhabitants 
the  Government  tariff.  “ eneabezamiento,”  is  obligatory,  the  duties 
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levied  being  carefully  tabulated  according  to  a fixed  scale,  upon 
which,  however,  the  municipalities  have  the  right  to  levy  as  much 
as  double  if  they  see  fit. 

By  the  law  of  1889  a special  tax  was  passed  of  25  pesetas 
per  hectolitre  on  foreign  spirits,  and  also  on  alcohol  of  Spanish 
origin,  whether  produced  for  industrial  purposes  or  for  private 
consumption,  on  the  following  scale : — 


In  townships  up  to  5,000  inhabitants  for  each 
(centesimal)  100th  degree  . . . . . . 

Per 

Hectolitre. 

Pesetas. 

35 

5,000  to  12,000  

40 

20,000  and  upwards  . . . . . . 

45 

Cartagena,  Yigo,  and  Grij  on 

55 

In  conclusion  it  only  remains  to  be  said  that  whenever  the 
Government  has  abrogated  this  tax  it  has  been  immediately 
re-imposed  by  the  municipalities,  not  only  by  express  authority 
from  Government  as  in  1870,  but  also  in  1854-55,  when  a certain 
latitude  was  allowed  to  them  as  to  the  means  of  raising  money  to 
meet  their  obligations. 

The  account  given  of  the  revenue  from  tobacco  is  of  some 
historical  interest.  The  first  European  who  became  acquainted 
with  the  plant  is  stated  to  have  been  a Spaniard  named  Pane, 
who  remained  in  San  Domingo  on  Columbus’  return  to  Spain 
after  his  second  voyage.  He  found  it  used  by  the  natives 
principally  as  a medicine. 

The  first  specimens  of  the  plant  were  sent  by  him  to  Seville 
in  1499,  but  its  use  in  Europe  was  mainly  due  to  Jean  Nicot,  a 
Frenchman  of  Nimes,  who  was  French  Ambassador  in  Portugal  in 
1560.  Its  introduction  into  England  by  Sir  W.  Raleigh  who 
brought  it  from  Virginia  dates  from  1585,  soon  after  which  time 
its  cultivation  was  carried  on  in  Holland  and  other  parts  of 
Europe. 

No  exact  record  seems  to  have  been  kept  showing  the  develop- 
ment of  the  consumption  of  tobacco  in  Spain,  but  with  regard  to 
France  the  following  table  has  been  published  showing  the  value 
of  tobacco  used  in  that  country  since  its  introduction : — 1 
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Year. 

Yalue. 

Francs. 

1636 

50,000 

1750 

16,000,000 

1815 

27,000,000 

1844 

80,000,000 

1850  

122,000,000 

1865 

200,000,000 

1868 

247,000,000 

1869 

255,000,000 

1870 

260,000,000 

Increased 
consumption 
in  France. 


Its  importance  as  a source  of  revenue  was  discovered  in  1611  Taxon,  first 
when  it  was  made  subject  to  a duty  of  15  per  cent.  Twenty  years  ^™posed  m 
later  the  right  of  collecting  the  tax  was  farmed  out  and  a monopoly 
created,  but  it  was  not  till  1730  that  the  administration  of  the 
tax  was  placed  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister  of  Finance, 
which  resulted  in  a very  considerable  increase  of  revenue.  It 
was  used  as  a means  of  raising  funds  for  special  objects,  records 
being  found  of  2 r.  being  imposed  on  each  1 lb.  of  tobacco  for  such 
objects  as  the  building  of  a hospital  or  making  additions  to  a 
palace.  At  the  commencement  of  the  present  century  a consider- 
able decrease  is  observable  from  this  source  of  revenue,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country  resulting  from  the 
wars  in  which  it  was  involved. 

The  stringent  measures  taken  in  1845  for  the  prevention 
of  contraband  trade  led  to  a considerable  increase  in  the 
receipts  from  this  source  of  revenue  until  1866,  in  which  year  1886,  tobacco 
the  importation  and  sale  of  tobacco  from  Cuba  and  Porto  Pico  ^’^PorkT 
were  declared  free  under  certain  conditions,  the  object  being  jj}co  declared 
to  encourage  trade  with  the  Antilles.  This  system  led  to  con-  free, 
siderable  abuses,  owing  to  the  encouragement  given  to  smuggling 
by  the  institution  of  a number  of  private  manufactories.  So  that 
in  1874  the  Government  re-established  the  monopoly,  thus  closing 
the  private  shops.  This  measure  was  followed  in  1878  by  the 
decree  abolishing  the  privileges  of  the  Basque  Provinces,  one  of 
which  was  the  free  importation  of  tobacco,  which  had  led  to  a 
very  considerable  contraband  trade  being  carried  on  with  the  rest 
of  the  Peninsula. 

Since  April,  1887,  the  monopoly  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  In  1887 
of  tobacco  in  the  Peninsula,  Balearic  Islands,  Ceuta,  and  other 
Spanish  Possessions  in  the  North  of  Africa  has  been  farmed  out  for  n years, 
to  a company  for  12  years,  a step  which  has  hitherto  been  attended 
with  satisfactory  results.  The  basis  of  the  rent  paid  by  the 
company  was  fixed  at  90,000,000  pesetas  (3,600,000/.),  the  State 
also  receiving  a share  of  50  per  cent,  in  the  eventual  net  profits. 

State  lotteries  were  first  introduced  into  Spain  by  Royal  Decree  Lotteries 
in  1763,  when  Charles  III  mortgaged  his  royal  property  as  introduced  in 
security  for  payment  of  the  prizes,  and  arranged  that  if  there  were  bT 
any  surplus  it  should  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  hospitals  and  a ians' 
other  public  or  religious  works. 

(1818) 
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It  at  first  assumed  a somewhat  complicated  form  devised  by 
the  Court  of  Rome,  and  was  established  at  San  Ildefonso  under  a 
Neapolitan  named  Peya,  who  appointed  administrators  in  the 
provinces,  and  it  acquired  considerable  development  in  that  and 
the  succeeding  reign.  The  system  adopted,  however,  afforded 
opportunities  for  gambling  on  such  a large  scale.,  that  the  abuse 
led  to  the  suppression  of  that  form  of  lottery  in  1862.  The 
benevolent  object  of  the  institution  had  been  early  lost  sight  of, 
although,  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  certain  sums  were 
distributed  amongst  various  charitable  institutions.  The  income 
derived  by  the  State  was  also  considerably  below  what  it  should 
have  been.  Out  of  a total  revenue,  in  round  numbers,  of 
12,000,000  reals  (120,000/.)  in  1788,  the  share  reverting  to  the 
Treasury  was  only  4,000,000  r.  (40,000/.),  and  in  1807  out  of  a 
total  of  28,000,000  r.  (280,000/.),  the  net  profit  to  the  Treasury 
was  only  11,000,000  r.  (110,000/.). 

During  the  Napoleonic  Wars,  however,  a much  less  objection- 
able form  of  lottery  had  meanwhile  come  into  existence,  originating 
in  Mexico,  being  called  the  “ modern  ” in  contradistinction  to  the 
primitive  or  original  form. 

This  is  strictly  under  Government  control,  75  per  cent,  of 
the  sum  raised  by  tickets  being  given  in  prizes  and  25  per  cent, 
going  to  the  Treasury.  However  injurious  its  effects  may  be,  by 
the  temptation  offered  to  the  poorest  classes  of  the  people  to  buy 
fractions  of  tickets,  it  must  be  infinitely  less  demoralising  than 
the  original  system  which  degenerated  into  an  intricate  game  of 
chance  leading  to  endless  corruption  and  fraud,  mainly  in  the 
interest  of  foreign  adventurers,  who  had  originated  and  acquired 
control  over  the  system,  whereas  in  the  modern  system  it  is 
managed  by  officials  at  fixed  salaries  regulated  by  law. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  both  Philip  II  and,  notwithstand- 
ing his  French  origin,  Philip  Y condemned  the  practice  of  raffling 
for  objects  of  value.  The  former  decreed  that  articles  raffled  for 
should  be  confiscated  as  well  as  the  stakes,  and  a fine  imposed. 

Until  recently  it  had  been  customary  to  ask  permission  from 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior  for  private  lotteries,  which  was  only 
given  on  the  express  condition  that  a fourth  part  of  the  proceeds 
should  be  paid  in  to  the  general  lottery  fund,  a regulation  which 
was  subsequently  rescinded  in  the  case  of  raffles  for  hospitals  and 
charitable  institutions. 

The  great  improvement  in  the  management  of  lotteries  may 
be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  in  1890-91  the  general  expenditure 
on  lotteries  amounted  to  2’62  per  cent,  on  the  receipts. 
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Amount. 


Receipts..  ..  .. 

Expenditure  — 

Central  Administration 
Provincial  Administration  . . 
Office  expenses  . . 


Currency. 

Sterling. 

Pesetas. 

Pesetas. 

£ 

•• 

79,331,343 

3,173,253 

91,500 

1,892,430 

96,324 

2,080,254 

83,210 

•• 

77,251,089 

3,090,043 

Net  receipts 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1323.  Berne.. 

Id. 

1384.  Constantinople 

* ♦ 

2d. 

1324.  Kiukiang 

H 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres 

• . 

6id. 

1325.  Resht.. 

3id. 

1386.  Caracas 

• . 

lid. 

1326.  Florence 

Id. 

1387.  Vienna 

• • 

lid. 

1327.  Hakodate 

Id. 

1388.  Madeira 

• • 

id. 

1328.  Paris  .. 

2d. 

1389.  Panama 

lid. 

1329.  Paramaribo 

lid. 

1390.  New  Orleans 

, , 

2id. 

1330.  St.  Petersburg 

2id. 

1391.  Manila  .. 

2d. 

1331.  Patras 

lid. 

1392.  Foochow 

Id. 

1332.  Calais.. 

2id 

1393.  Ningpo 

, , 

Id. 

1333.  Loanda 

Id. 

1394.  Chinkiang  ..  . 

• . 

Id. 

1334.  Bordeaux 

• • 

2id. 

1395.  Tamsui 

• • 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog 

• • 

Id. 

1396.  Chungking  ..  . 

lid. 

1336.  Galveston 

• • 

8id. 

1397.  Philadelphia.. 

• « 

3id. 

1337.  Riga  .. 

2d. 

1398.  Bilbao 

• • 

2id. 

1338.  Batavia 

lid. 

1399.  Dunkirk  ..  . 

Id. 

1339.  Boston 

lid. 

1400.  Amoy 

lid. 

1340.  Baltimore 

lid. 

1401.  Tainan 

Id. 

1341.  Havre 

2id. 

1402.  Ichang  ,,  . 

• « 

Id. 

1342.  Vera  Cruz 

Id. 

1403.  Aleppo 

9 « 

Id. 

1343.  Saigon 

lid. 

1404.  Madrid  ..  . 

• , 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm 

2d. 

1405.  Newchwang.. 

, , 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz 

lid. 

1406.  W6nchow  .. 

id. 

1346.  Trebizond 

Id. 

1407.  Pakhoi 

lid. 

1347.  Algiers 

3d. 

1408.  Hankow  ..  . 

Id. 

1348.  Amapala 

id. 

1409.  Amsterdam  ..  • 

Id. 

1349.  Cherbourg 

Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen.. 

. . 

id. 

1350.  Jerusalem 

Id. 

1411.  Damascus 

, # 

Id. 

1351.  Santiago 

Id. 

1412.  Chefoo 

, , 

3d. 

1352.  San  Jose 

Id. 

1413.  Swatow 

# t 

Id. 

1353.  Trieste 

31  d. 

1414.  Mannheim  ..  . 

, , 

lid. 

1354.  Madrid 

2d. 

14  L5.  Fiume 

, 9 

2d. 

1355.  Teneriffe 

id. 

1416.  Athens 

6d. 

1356.  Havana 

• • 

2d. 

1 1417.  Soul 

• • 

lid. 

1357.  Paraguay 

5d. 

1418.  Beyrout 

• • 

Id. 

1358.  Guayaquil 

• • 

4|d. 

1419.  Berlin 

• • 

lid. 

1359.  Cadiz.. 

t • 

lid. 

' 1420.  Nice  . . . . 

• » 

3d. 

1360.  Marseilles 

lid. 

i 1421.  Yokohama  .. 

• • 

lid. 

1361.  Brest,. 

Id. 

1422.  Maracaibo  ..  . 

Id. 

1362.  Syra  . . 

2|d. 

1423.  Tunis 

lid. 

1363.  Suakin 

Id. 

1424,  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

Id. 

1364.  Callao 

Id. 

i 1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  . 

# , 

7d. 

1365.  Piraeus 

2d. 

1426.  Ei'zeroum  .. 

Id. 

1366.  Stettin 

2d. 

1427.  Christiania  .. 

5 id. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

2id. 

1428.  Charleston  .. 

# ( 

5id. 

1368.  Angora 

Id. 

1429  Meshed  ..  . 

# # 

Id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

2d. 

1430.  Copenhagen.. 

id. 

1370.  Genoa 

3id. 

| 1431.  Galvestan  .. 

2id. 

1371.  Batoum 

2d. 

[ 1432.  Hamburg  ..  , 

9 9 

2id. 

1372.  Rouen 

2id. 

1433.  Brindisi 

9 • 

2 id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

id. 

1434.  Gothenburg . . 

• • 

id. 

1374.  Nantes 

lid. 

! 1435.  Kiungchow  .. 

# # 

Id. 

1375.  Taganrog 

2|d. 

1436.  St.  Petersburg 

id. 

1376.  Ispahan 

4 id. 

1437.  Malaga 

Id. 

1377.  Leghorn 

2d.  1 

1438.  Chicago 

2id. 

1378.  Cagliari 

• • 

Id. 

1439.  Odessa 

# # 

2d. 

1379.  Boston 

• • 

Id.  1 

1440.  Tabreez  .. 

9 9 

id. 

1380.  Palermo 

% • 

3d. 

1441.  Tahiti  . 

id. 

1381.  New  York 

2d. 

1442.  Shanghai  . . . 

9 % 

2d. 

1382.  Zanzibar 

2d. 

1443.  Nagasaki 

Id. 

1383.  Naples 

lid. 

1444.  Madrid 

• , 

2id. 

No.  1445 


Reference  to  previous  Report , Annual  Series  No,  1282. 
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Mr,  Finn  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

My  Lord,  Malaga , July  5,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  my  Annual  Commercial  Report 
with  its  enclosures  and  annexes. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  ALEXANDER  FINN. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Malaga  for  the  Year  1893, 
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Shipping.  Though  small,  I am  happy  to  he  able  to  announce  that  there 

was  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  British  shipping  to  this  port 
during  the  past  year.  There  were  in  1891  168,  in  1892  186, 
and  in  1893  192  British  ships  of  all  sorts  entered  and  cleared  at 
Malaga,  with  a tonnage  of  147,182  tons. 

The  number  of  ships  entered  and  cleared  in  this  port  in  1893 
being : — 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Spanish  . . , . , , 

1,593 

English  . . . . 

• • 

192 

French 

• • 

96 

German 

• e 

36 

Swedish  and  Norwegian  . . 

• • 

37 

Danish  . . . . 

23 

Italian 

14 

Dutch 

12 

Russian 

12 

Portuguese . . 

3 

Austrian  . . , . 

3 

United  States  of  America. . 

2 

Rates  of  The  only  difference  in  the  current  rates  of  freights  at  Malaga 

freight.  in  1892  and  1893  was  a reduction  in  those  of  the  United  States  of 
10s.,  i.e.,  1/.  10s.  instead  of  21. 


For— 

Rates  of  Freight. 

London  and  Liverpool  . . 

1Z.  5s.  and  10  per  cent. 

Dublin  ..  ..  . . 

2 Z.  and  10  per  cent. 

Leith 

21.  5s.  and  10  per  cent. 

Glasgow 

1Z.  10s.  and  10  per  cent. 

Havre 

35  fr.  and  10  per  cent. 

Marseilles 

15  fr.  and  10  per  cent. 

Amsterdam 

35  fl.  and  10  per  cent. 

Hamburg 

25  marks  in  full. 

St.  Petersburg  . . 

30  marks  in  full. 

New  York 

1Z.  10s.  and  10  per  cent. 
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There  has  been  very  little  this  year,  though  I am  informed  Emigration, 
that  unless  both  trade  and  agriculture  improve  considerably 
another  exodus  may  very  shortly  be  expected  to  South  America. 

The  production  of  iron  ore  in  this  province  is  capable  of  being  Mining : iron, 
considerably  increased,  many  rich  lodes  known  to  exist  in  the 
western  part  of  the  province  and  on  the  sea  coast  being  still  un- 
worked. I am  given  to  understand  that  those  of  the  Robledal  and 
Corchadillas,  Las  Covatillas,  Cerro  Lamino,  Meseta  de  Salinas,  and 
Apeadero  de  la  Pena,  besides  several  denounced  by  the  Algeciras- 
Bobadilla  Railway  Company,  are  capable  of  very  considerable  pro- 
duction. 

The  nickel  mines  of  Carratraca  are  also,  I am  informed,  getting  Nickel, 
on  satisfactorily. 

I subjoin  a table  showing  the  mining  and  metallurgic  pro- 
duction of  the  province  of  Malaga  in  the  years  1892  and  1893 


(1829) 


Note.— The  value  given  for  the  ore  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  mine,  and  for  the  wrought-iron  in  the  foundry. 
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According  to  the  returns  (see  Annex  B)  the  increase  in  imports  increase  in 
has  been  principally  in  coals  and  wheat;  of  the  former  nearly  five  imports, 
times  the  amount  of  the  previous  year  was  brought  in,  while  the 
increase  in  the  import  of  wheat  was  doubled. 

There  were  sad  deficiencies  in  the  import  returns  for  this  year.  Decrease  in 
There  was  a tremendous  falling-off  in  alcohol,  in  raw  cottons,  in  nnPorts- 
chemicals,  charcoal,  guano,  cast-iron  and  machinery,  furniture, 
paper,  petroleum,  and  woven  goods. 

The  principal  increase  in  the  exports  was  in  olive  oil  (which  imports: 
was  trebled),  garlic,  almonds,  orange  peel,  lemons,  and  lead,  while  Ex  ) 
a decrease  is  noticeable  in  olives,  aniseed,  canary  seed,  cocoa  decrease, 
shell,  chick  peas,  oranges,  and  wine. 

A local  paper,  in  some  interesting  notes  on  the  production  of  Wines, 
wines  in  the  whole  of  Spain,  tells  us  that  the  loss  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1893,  as  compared  with  1892,  was  44,000,000  pesetas 
on  ordinary  wines,  and  it  states  that  the  official  statistics  are  based 
on  the  values  adopted  for  1892,  but  that  these  should  be  rectified, 
as  they  were  estimated  on  the  values  of  1891,  i.e.,  15  pesetas  per 
hectolitre,  whereas  the  official  values  for  1892  were  really  only 
fixed  in  June,  1893,  by  the  tariff  committee  at  18  pesetas.  These 
values  represent  the  average  price  delivered  at  ports  and  frontiers, 
so  that  for  shipments  the  official  value  is  f.o.b.  The  depreciation 
in  the  aforesaid  three  months  came  to  1,777,993  hectolitres ; but 
then  another  element  has  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  that  is, 
that  during  the  month  of  January,  1892,  there  was  an  excess  of 
exportation,  so  as  to  benefit  by  the  short  time  remaining  until  the 
expiry  of  the  treaty  with  France ; so,  by  comparison,  we  see  that 
whereas  in  January,  1891,  992,515  hectolitres,  worth  22^  millions 
of  pesetas,  were  exported ; January,  1892,  showed  2,815,460 
hectolitres,  whose  value  was  70|  millions  of  pesetas,  or  1,822,945 
hectolitres  in  favour  of  1892,  or,  assuming  the  figures  to  be  correct, 
and  taking  the  returns  for  the  first  quarter  of  1891  (i.e.,  1,442,658 
hectolitres)  as  representing  a normal  export,  there  was  an  increase 
in  favour  of  1893  of  450,133  hectolitres,  though  when  compared 
with  the  inflated  export  of  1892  there  seems  to  be  a deficiency 
against  1893  of  1,372,702  hectolitres. 

Taking  the  province  of  Malaga  in  particular  the  effect  of  the  long 
summer  was  favourable,  the  grapes  ripened  early  and  the  gather- 
ing was  performed  under  favourable  circumstances.  The  wine 
obtained  was  of  good  quality  and  the  yield  was  larger  than  last 
year. 

The  total  export  of  wine  during  the  last  3 years  has  been, 
according  to  the  custom-house  returns — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

In  1891 

1892 

1893 

.. 

.. 

. 

Litres. 

10,792.875 

23,720,978 

6,371,269 
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so  that  putting  aside  the  extraordinary  export  just  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  French  treaty,  Malaga  has  lost  heavily  in  1893, 
but  I am  credibly  informed  that  there  are  very  fair  signs  of  im- 
provement. 

In  my  agricultural  report  I have  given  particulars  of  how  much 
might  he  done  towards  the  improvement  of  viticulture  in  this  part 
of  Spain  with  great  advantage  to  many  of  my  young  fellow  country- 
men, for  the  present  I will  simply  state  that  the  vineyards  round 
Malaga  are  slowly  recovering  from  the  ravages  of  the  phylloxera, 
and  every  year  fresh  plantations  are  being  made. 

More  grapes  have  been  exported  from  Almeria  lately  than 
from  any  other  part  of  this  consular  district,  thanks  to  the 
phylloxera,  but  it  is  hoped  that  ere  long  even  this  will  be  remedied, 
as  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  superiority  of  the  grape  grown  in  the 
Malaga  district  proper. 

The  best  grape  for  export  comes  from  the  Loja  vine,  and  the 
best  produced  are  those  in  the  districts  of  Coin  and  Alhaurin,  both 
within  easy  reach  of  the  town  of  Malaga,  but  even  these  districts 
have  lately  suffered  from  the  phylloxera  as  is  shown  by  the  last 
yield  of  about  30,000  barrels,  as  against  that  of  60,000  barrels  of 
3 years  ago.  Judging  from  the  present  appearance  of  the  vines, 
the  next  crop  is  estimated  by  competent  authorities  to  yield  only 
about  20,000  barrels,  the  shipments  made  during  the  past  season 
averaged  about  one  dollar  (say  3s.  4J.  per  barrel  f.o.b.). 

The  prices  of  the  Loja  grape  in  the  vineyard  have  varied  from 
20  reals  to  32  reals  (say  2d.  to  a real)  per  11^  kilos.,  and  muscatel 
grapes  from  10  reals  to  22  reals  for  the  same  quantity. 

This  season’s  raisin  report  differs  little  from  that  of  last  year, 
the  crop  consisted  of  about  400,000  boxes  of  very  good  quality. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  difference  in  prices  admits  of  the 
Deni  a fruit  being  imported  here  and  re-shipped  as  Malaga  produce. 
Denia  muscatels,  though  what  is  called  a fine  bold  fruit,  do  not 
ever,  as  to  quality,  come  anywhere  near  the  genuine  Malaga  raisin, 
and  it  is  found  that  the  renown  which  Malaga  has  always  enjoyed 
throughout  the  world  is  likely  to  be  seriously  affected  if  the 
present  system  goes  on  unchecked.  Prices  averaged  4s.  to  16s.  Qd. 
per  box  according  to  class. 

A much  greater  quantity  of  oil  was  exported  last  year,  the 
amount  sent  away  from  this  port  being: — 


Year, 

Quantity. 

In  1891  

1892  

1893  

. 

Kilos. 

1,471,037 

3,505,932 

10,593,857 

This  consular  district  includes  the  second  largest  olive-growing 
tracts  in  Spain  as  may  be  seen  from  the  following  table  (Annex  D). 
The  various  divisions  coming  in  the  following  order: — 
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District. 

Area. 

Hectares. 

Jaen.. 

..,  193,143 

Malaga 

42,478 

Murcia 

26,443 

Granada 

12,847 

Almeria 

1,995 

the  Jaen  district  alone  beating  that  of  Cordova  by  2,298  hectares, 
and  that  of  Seville  by  23,880  hectares. 

The  prices  of  wheat  of  the  harvest  of  1893  have  varied  from  Wheat. 
48  reals  to  58  reals  per  fanega  of  44  kilos,  for  grain  grown  in  the 
province,  50  reals  to  56  reals  for  white  Castillian  wheat  ^delivered 
at  Malaga  station). 

Foreign  wheat  has  obtained  50  to  60  reals  for  the  same 
quantity.  The  principal  arrivals  of  wheat  from  abroad  have  been 
from  Bombay,  America,  Russia,  and  Morocco,  selling  at  the 
following  prices  : — - 


Per  100  Kilos. 

From  — 

To— 

Pesetas. 

Pesetas. 

Indian  . . 

18 

21 

Morocco  . . 

18 

21 

American 

14* 

21 

Russian  .. 

m 

16 

i 

Small  quantities  have  also  been  received  from  Marseilles  and 
Liverpool. 

The  amount  imported  in  1892  was  9,107,936  kilos,  and  in 
1893  was  16,813,141  kilos.  (See  annex  B.) 

The  harvest  of  1893  was  a small  one,  while  there  are  good  chick  peas, 
hopes  for  1894,  though  nothing  can  be  prophesied  with  certainty 
as  the  plant  is  a delicate  one.  Brices  have  fluctuated  from  70  reals 
to  90  reals  per  fanega  of  57  kilos.  Chick  peas  are  exported  from 
here  to  Havanna  and  Porto  Rico,  and  imported  from  Morocco, 
the  latter  obtaining,  according  to  quality,  from  55  reals  to  90  reals 
per  fanega  of  57J  kilos.,  those  grown  in  the  province  36  reals  to 
48  reals  per  fanega  of  53J  kilos.,  while  Roumanians  got  35  to 
43  reals. 

The  crop  has  been  good  and  the  quality  superior  to  that  Indian  corn, 
brought  from  Morocco,  Roumania,  and  Marseilles  (Russian). 

A good  deal  has  been  imported  from  Morocco  at  20  reals  to  26  Barley, 
reals  per  fanega  of  33  kilos.,  while  native  barley  has  produced  20 
reals  to  28  reals. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  consumption  of  Labrador  Codfish, 
fish  compared  with  previous  seasons,  but  no  demand  whatever  for 
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British  shore  which  has  been  entirely  substituted  by  Norway 
fish.  The  import  for  1892-93  was  47,733  cwts.  and  in  1891-92 
55,128  cwts.,  and  in  1893-94  have  already  come  to  49,146  cwts. 
The  Norway  fish  imported  came  to : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Cwts. 

4 

In  1891-92 

..!  5,400 

1892-93  

8,670 

1893-94  

7,300 

It  has  been  a matter  of  surprise  to  many  that  Malaga,  whose 
climate  and  soil  are  so  peculiarly  adapted  to  it;  should  have  so 
entirely  allowed  this  profitable  branch  of  trade  to  fall  into  oblivion. 
Up  to  50  years  ago,  as  I am  informed,  a very  extensive  and  profit- 
able business  was  carried  on  here  in  the  various  branches  of 
sericulture  and  manufacture  of  silken  stuffs,  but  then  the  Lyons 
weavers  took  to  adulterating  or  mixing  cotton  and  wool  with  their 
silk  and  thus  producing  a cheaper  material,  and  underselling  those 
of  the  Spanish  manufacturer,  who  in  course  of  time  was  driven 
entirely  out  of  the  market,  and  even  mulberry  trees  have  now 
become  comparatively  rare  in  the  province. 

Another  instance  of  neglected  cultivation  here  is  the  large 
sweet  white  onion  which  is  so  largely  sent  to  England. 

Turned  out  a crop  of  about  20,000  cases  of  about  5s.  each  f.o.b. 

Of  these  there  was  a large  crop,  and  the  kernels  were  in  fair 
proportion  as  regards  classes,  the  f.o.b.  prices  range  from  30s.  to 
60s.  per  box  of  25  lbs.  net. 

Though  very  slowly,  the  inhabitants  are  waking  up  to  the  fact 
that  Malaga  should  be  one  of  the  finest  health  resorts  in  the 
world.  Its  climate  is  one  of  the  very  best  and  the  situation 
excellent,  while  with  the  increased  facilities  to  and  from  Gibraltar 
the  place  is  now  becoming  a very  accessible  one,  and  if  a little 
more  foreign  energy  could  be  imported  many  a better  known  place 
would  find  itself  left  behind  in  the  bid  for  popularity.  Under  the 
auspices  of  the  last  and  present  mayors  the  town  has  improved 
wonderfully,  and  the  system  of  drainage  radically  altered. 

We  have  an  English  and  a Swedish  doctor,  as  well  as  several 
good  Spanish  ones,  an  English  chaplain,  a boating  club  and  a lawn 
tennis  club,  while  the  greatly  improved  harbour  makes  it  a 
pleasant  place  for  yachts. 

} Though  not  strictly  a commercial  or  trade  matter,  nor  limited 
to  the  province  of  Malaga,  I append  some  curious  statistics  as  to 
the  state  of  education  in  Spain,  copied  from  a daily  paper. 

} ■;!'}'  ® ' 

The  Census  of  Spain. 

Out  of  nearly  18,000,000  inhabitants  which  Spain  possesses 
one  half  have  declared  that  they  have  neither  profession  nor 
occupation,  as  follows : — 


MALAGA. 


Number. 

Females 

6,764,406 

Males 

j 1,963,113 

Total 

8,727,519 

Profession  or  Occupation. 


Number. 


Agricultural  labourers  — 

"Men  4,033,391 

Women  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  828,531 

Clerks  employed  in  public  offices  ..  . . 97,257 

Government  pensioners  ..  ..  ..  . 64,000 

Schoolmasters  and  professors  ..  ..  ..  24,642 

Schoolmi.- tresses  and  female  professors  ..  ..  14,490 

Students  - 

Males  ..  , . ..  ,,  ..  ..  1,003,810 

Females  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  713,110 

Medical  practitioners — 

Males  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,477 

Females  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,,  ..  78 

Actors  and  actresses  . . . . . . . . . . 3,497 

Press  — 

Males  ..  ..  ,,  1,171 

Females I 74 

Domestic  servants  — 

Women  ..  ..  ..  ..  .=  . . | 319,596 

Men i 89,058 

Professional  beggars — 

Men..  39,279 

Women  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  51,346 

Priests  and  friars,  &c.  . . . . . . . . 43,588 

Nuns  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  319,285 


Spaniards  who  can  Read  and  Write. 


Number. 

Men . . 
Women 

3,417,855 

2,686,615 

Total 

•• 

•• 

•• 

6,104,470 

It  may  be  noticed  that  no  mention  is  made  in  the  above  list 
of  soldiers  or  sailors,  the  fishing  population,  or  of  several  other 
occupations,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  them  to  be  more  or 
less  educated  than  their  neighbours. 


Annex  A. — Return  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Malaga  in  the  Year  1893, 
Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  (Treat  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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Annex  B. — Return  showing  the  .Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  the  Port  of  Malaga  for  the  Year  1893,  with  the 

Country  of  Origin  and  Comparative  Totals  for  1892—93. 
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Italy. 

05  © 2 CC  O ^ in  O 

: : : : : s : J ^ i : : % S : : : : 

& 

Porto 

Rico. 

: : : * : : J : 1 :§A  i : : : : : : : 

CO 

Philippine 

Islands. 

: : : : : : : i : : : : : : : r : : :::::::: 

Denmark. 

39,034 

l’, 060 
5,795 

48,372 

15,000 

United 

States. 

| g 11 

: • : : : : : :$f  : : :|r  : : : 

Cuba. 

... 

29,977 

23,775 

Holland. 

: : ■ 1 : : ::::  I : :I  :l  ::  :g 

-T  <n 

Norway. 

459,867 

... 

;;; 

Sweden. 

455,687 

15,300 

! 

67,673  | 
2 

233,122 

242,241 

17,854 

!” 

2,482 

250 

28,983 

438 

140,550 

574,026 

127,636 

... 

1,824 

196,330 

3,986 

149,845 

411 

12,062 

*405 

32,245 

Germany. 

12,475 

39 

143 

241 

89,020 

“657 

289,749 

2,696 

27,937 

19 

7,201 

77,122 

8,343 

’”86 

11,796 

21,007 

105,696 

146,417 

6,278 

21,381 

29,336 

34,091 

106,236 

450 

568 

11,748 

| 72,864 

France. 

1 ESS  I IS  r 1 3SM  ills!  gsISSHS 

Sr  • -rf-  • 2 ig  2 -rf.V  sfs'ss'g  i S" 

Ol  r*  00  lO  (Nf-I  QO 

England. 

i sis  ^32  iSSS^  § S323  SSISsiSi  SIIS^SBS 

8 | 2'S*-’gf  §§fg 

~ "*  J ° 01  3 

Kilos.  ... 

Litres  ... 

Kilos.  ... 

tt 

ft 

ft  ... 

ft 

tl 

tt 

tt  ••• 

It 

Litres  ... 

Kilos.  ... 

Pieces  ... 

Kilos.  ... 

ft 

II  ••• 

tt  ••• 

ft  ••• 

ft  ••• 

II  •*. 

tt 

Cub.  met. 
Kilos.  ... 

,, 

Articles. 

Oils,  paints,  colours,  Ac. 

Alcohol  

Cotton,  raw  

,,  spun  

Starch  

Tar,  pitch,  and  asphalt ... 

Sugar  

Sulphur  and  chemicals  ... 

Codfish  

Flags,  tiles,  bricks, 
cement,  &c.,  for  build- 
ings   

Cocoa  

Coffee  

Coal 

Charcoal 

Barley,  maize,  and  other 
cereals,  except  wheat... 
Beer,  cider,  and  sparkling 

wines  

Leather,  skins,  hides,  &c. 

Staves  

Spices,  preserves,  &c.  ... 
Tin,  copper,  brass,  and 
zinc,  in  bars  or  wrought 

Grease  

Guano  

Iron,  cast  and  wrought... 

,,  wire 

Lard  and  bacon 

Butter  

Machinery 

Furniture,  manufactures 
of,  and  prepared  wood 
Paper  of  all  kinds 

Petroleum 

Cheese  

Deals,  planks,  Ac. 

Woven  goods  of  all  kinds 

Wheat  

Glass  and  porcelain,  &c... 

Eetukn  showing  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  the  Port  of  Malaga  for  the  Year  1893,  with  the  Country  of 

Origin  and  Comparative  Totals  for  1892-93 — continued. 
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SPAIN, 


Totals,  1892. 

740,622 

632,970 

2,673,397 

19,527 

378,396 

154,669 

1,296,205 

3,668,225 

3,304,090 

8,801,038 

78,448 

347,513 

8,884,951 

1,425,258 

2,435,694 

80,223 

163,583 

362,950 

811,627 

152,049 

148,251 

3,293,124 

9,90*5^793 

168,798 

30,755 

1,632,127 

427,138 

613,632 

1,414,556 

30,757 

26,876 

923,453 

9,107,936 

289,404 

1 

1 

H 

490,548 

39 

1,586,960 

3,720 

327,737 

6,666 

7,273 

1,953,307 

3,229,231 

5,007,619 

68,287 

337,143 

39,264,068 

272,455 

2,051,396 

91,888 

178,756 

260,987 

32,712 

99,777 

50,151 

2,988,228 

1,429,412 

326,195 

111,228 

30,283 

560,577 

124,842 

330,472 
463,342 
42,035  i 
19,601 
78,701 
16,813,141 
2)9,155 

I 

... 

13,840 

| Turkey. 

:::::::::  : : : : : : : : : : : ::::::: 

Other 

Countries. 

: : : : : T : l ” : : : : : ij  : : 1%  : : :%■ 

Portugal. 

13 

Austria. 

:::::::::  i : : : : i : : : : = ::::::  i 8 ::::::  : 

Ecuador. 

20,473 

Africa. 

2,450 

Algeria. 

1 

:::::::::  i £ : : : : 1 : : : : : : : 

Morocco. 

s I s g N ! | § 

::::::  : : ef  : : : : « :®  j • : : : : • 

S'  S' 

Labrador. ! 

!!: 

n6‘<16Z 

Newfound- 

land. 

i 

: = : : i : = !g  i • ! : : : : : : : 

7r 

Kilos.  ... 

1 Litres  ... 

| Kilos.  ... 

»»  ••• 
i) 

,, 

Litres  ... 
Kilos.  ... 
Pieces  ... 
Kilos.  ... 

,, 

” 

Cub.  met. 
Kilos.  ... 

n 

Articles. 

Oils,  paints,  colours,  <fcc. 

Alcohol  

Cotton,  raw  

„ spun 

Starch  

Tar,  pitch,  and  asphalt  ... 

Sugar  

Sulphur  and  chemicals  ... 

Codfish  

Flags,  tiles,  bricks, 
cement,  &c.,  for  build- 
ings   

Cocoa  

Coffee  

Coal 

Charcoal 

Barley,  maize,  and  other 
cereals,  except  wheat... 
Beer,  cider,  and  sparkling 

wines  

Leather,  skins,  hides,  &c. 

Staves  

Spices,  preserves,  «fcc.  ... 
Tin,  copper,  brass,  and 
zinc,  in  bars  or  wrought 

Grease  

Guano  

Iron,  cast  and  wrought 

„ wire 

Lard  and  bacon 

Butter  

Machinery  .. 

Furniture,  manufactures 
of,  and  prepared  wood 
Paper  of  all  kinds 

Petroleum 

Cheese  

Deals,  planks,  &c. 

Woven  goods  of  all  kinds 

Wheat  

Glass  and  porcelain,  &c... 

Annex  C— Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of  Malaga  for  the  Year  1893,  with  Comparative 

Totals  for  1891-92. 
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Annex  D. — Production,  Cost,  and  Value  of  Olive  Oil  in  Spain. 


Provinces. 

The  Oil 
per 

Hectare. 

Total 

Production. 

Price  of 
the 

Hectolitre. 

Value  of 
the 

Production. 

Alava. . 

Hectolitres. 
1 -80 

Hectolitres. 

1,292 

Pesetas. 

66 

Pesetas. 

85,272 

Albacete 

1 -99 

31,527 

65 

2,456,097 

2,591,677 

Alicant 

1 94 

36,968 

68 

Almeria 

2 -29 

5,318 

67 

357,814 

Avila . . 

2-60 

5,235 

77 

326,428 

Badajoz 

2 65 

89,185 

66 

5,815,602 

Baleares 

1-18 

41,005 

7,776 

73 

3,070,265 

Barcelona 

1 94 

76 

562,488 

Caceres 

1 77 

52,650 

63 

3,175,681 

Cadiz  . 

2*18 

29,263 

63 

1,170,000 

Castellon  de  la  Plana 

1 -51 

37,019 

69 

2,621,610 

Ciudad  Real 

2-57 

76,994 

66 

5,017,472 

Cordoba 

3 26 

586,696 

67 

36,973,232 

Cuenca 

1-43 

10,932 

41,527 

68 

742,625 

Gerona 

1 -94 

67 

2,766,379 

Granada 

2-48 

33,374 

63 

2,152,376 

Guadalajara.. 

1 -50 

29,151 

67 

1,976,866 

Huelva 

2-43 

46,741 

63 

3,014,700 

Huesca 

1 *65 

27,699 

74 

2,062,849 

Jaen 

2-84 

583,737 

61 

37,912,067 

Lerida 

2-65 

160,286 

69 

10,458,395 

Logrono  . . . . 

1 '67 

10,238 

13,600 

70 

736,632 

Madrid 

1-13 

74 

1,027,288 

4,624,244 

Malaga 

1-80 

68,893 

66 

Murcia 

2-96 

86,398 

66 

5,629,454 

Navarra 

2-64 

23,199 

79 

1,831,347 

Salamanca  . . 

2-18 

5,162 

65 

349,820 

Seville 

2-66 

433,169 

64 

27,692,741 

Tarragona  . . 

2-51 

157,403 

73 

10,959,617 

T cruel 

2-90 

40,321 

63 

2,540,223 

Toledo 

2-33 

75,988 

68 

2,201,999 

Valencia 

2*16 

75,350 

60 

5,261,397 

Zaragoza 

3*34 

52,288 

68 

3,658,360 

Total*  . . 

2,976,384 

195,423,017 

* 33  provinces  produce  olive  oil;  16  provinces  do  not  produce  olive  oil, 
climate  and  nature  of  soil  being  unfavourable  ; total  number  of  provinces  in 
Spain,  49. 
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SPAIN. 


Mining 

industry. 

Lead. 

Coal  import. 
Grapes. 

Vines. 

Factories. 


Table  showing  the  Cultivation  of  the  Olive  Tree  in  Spain. 


Provinces. 

Dry  Land. 

Irrigated. 

Total. 

Alava  

Hectares 

718 

ares. 

0 

Hectares 

ares. 

Hectares 

718 

ares. 

0 

Albacete  

11,128 

0 

8,276 

0 

19,404 

0 

Alicante  

19,785 

0 

19,785 

0 

Almeria 

1,505 

86 

449 

88 

1,955 

74 

Avila 

2,008 

0 

2,008 

0 

Badajos  

34,765 

0 

34,767 

0 

Baleares  

26,838 

26 

26,838 

26 

Barcelona  

4,890 

0 

4,890 

0 

Caceres  

25,412 

0 

25,412 

0 

Cadiz 

12,577 

0 

12,577 

0 

Castellon  de  la  Plana 

22,815 

0 

1*85 

0 

23,000 

0 

Ciudad-Real... 

30,216 

191,045 

0 

30,216 

0 

Cordova  

9 

191,045 

9 

Cuenca  

9,082 

0 

••• 

9,082 

0 

Gerona  

20,853 

0 

20,853 

0 

Granada  

5,874 

43 

6,972 

61 

12,847 

4 

Guadalajara 

17,672 

0 

17,672 

0 

Huelva  

19,675 

0 

19,675 

0 

Huesca  

13,938 

0 

1,276 

0 

15,214 

0 

Jaen 

173,019 

34 

20,124 

56 

193,143 

90 

Lerida 

49,757 

0 

6,900 

0 

56,657 

0 

Logrono  

2,880 

0 

3,323 

0 

6,203 

0 

Madrid  

10,860 

0 

80 

0 

10,940 

0 

Malaga  

41,069 

0 

1,409 

0 

42,478 

0 

Murcia  

22,662 

0 

3,781 

0 

26,443 

0 

Navarra  

3,961 

0 

5,154 

0 

9,115 

0 

Salamanca  

2,653 

0 

2,653 

0 

Seville 

169,263 

0 

169,263 

0 

Tarragona  

57,330 

0 

”97 

0 

57,427 

0 

Teruel 

11,421 

0 

2,114 

0 

13,535 

0 

Toledo  

31,242 

0 

31,242 

0 

Valencia  

31,134 

0 

669 

0 

31,803 

0 

Zaragoza  

4,126 

0 

10,831 

0 

14,957 

0 

Total 

1,082,176 

98 

71,642 

5 

1,153,819 

3 

* 33  provinces  with  olive  cultivation  ; 16  provinces  with  no  olive  cultivation,  the  climate  and  the 
nature  of  the  soil  being  unfavourable ; total  number  of  provinces  in  Spain,  49. 

Note. — The  foregoing  two  tabular  statements  have  been  prepared  by  the  Provincial  Agro- 
nomical Engineers  of  Spain. 


Adra. 

Mr.  Consular-Agent  Benet  reports  as  follows 

There  has  been  a very  heavy  fall  in  the  price  of  lead,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  the  high  rate  of  exchange  on  England  the 
factories  could  hardly  have  continued  working. 

The  export  of  lead  was  less  than  in  any  previous  year,  and  as 
a consequence  the  import  of  coal  has  suffered  so  that  only  four 
English  ships  with  2,700  net  register  tonnage,  while  more  foreign 
ships  have  been  to  Adra  than  in  former  years. 

The  crop  was  a good  one,  but  the  prices  obtained  did  not  come 
up  to  the  expectations  of  the  producers  or  the  quality  of  the  fruit, 
as  it  was  discharged  in  bad  condition  owing  to  the  wrong  kind  of 
ship  being  used  for  transporting  it  in  good  form. 

Farmers  still  plant  the  riparia  and  other  American  vines  as 
the  phylloxera  has  attacked  the  old  native  stocks. 

New  cotton  mills  have  been  erected  by  Messrs.  Villaloba  and 
Company,  of  Nerja,  in  the  Fuentes  de  Matilde  with  iron  looms 
worked  by  steam  instead  of  the  ancient  wooden  ones. 

Our  imports  have  been  : — 
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Articles. 

Quantity. 

Kilos. 

Cotton 

132,160 

Yarn,  cotton,  wool,  and  hemp 

28,379 

Manure  (artificial). . 

25,379 

Coal.. 

1,936,214 

Coke 

326,373 

And  our  exports 


Articles. 

j Quantity. 

Kilos. 

Lead  ore  (silver)  . . 

..  344,486 

„ in  bars  . . 

2,757,638 

Aguilas. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Naftel  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  following  foreign  vessels  (steamers)  entered  and  cleared  Shippin 
during  the  year  : — 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

70 

59,C17 

Russian 

2 

1,434 

French 

2 

1,028 

Norwegian  . . 

1 

483 

Total  

75 

62,597 

Exports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

For — 

Esparto 

Tons 

22,900 

Great  Britain 

Oranges 

Cases 

350 

Great  Britain 

Barley  . . . . . . | 

Tons 

202 

Great  Britain 

Machinery  (used)  . . 
Grapes 

99  * * 

Barrels  and 

180 

Tripoli 

Boxes  . . 

13,279 

; Great  Britain 

Iron  ore 

Tons 

29,650 

Great  Britain 

p • • 

, • • 

11,950 

France 

. . • • 

9f  * • 

3,000 

United  States 

Total 

44,600 

B 2 


(1829) 
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Imports  by 
rail.' 


Lead 

smelting. 


Kail  ways. 


British 

subjects. 


Shipping, 

falling-off. 


Imports. 


Articles. 

Quantity 

From — 

Coal  . . 

Tons  ..  2,681 

Wales 

Cement 

• • , . . , 

„ ..  115 

France 

Railway 

material  . . . . 

„ ..  457 

Belgium 

During  the  year  the  following  goods  were  received  at  this  rail- 
way station,  showing  an  increase  on  last  year  of  17,056  tons  which 
augurs  well  for  this  company’s  receipts : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

Iron  ore 

69,740 

Esparto  grass 

12,506 

Sundries  ..  , . 

9,760 

Flour 

1,642 

Cereals 

1,404 

Timber 

1,194 

Fruits 

1,174 

Liquids 

643 

Straw 

503 

Total  

98,566 

A small  foundry  has  been  set  up  as  a trial  with  ore  from  the 
neighbouring  sierras,  and  the  silver  lead  produced  is  sent  to 
Cartagena  by  coasting  craft. 

The  Great  Southern  of  Spain  Company,  Limited,  continue  to 
push  on  their  line  towards  Granada,  but  as  there  are  so  many 
difficulties  to  contend  with  the  time  for  its  total  construction  is 
doubtful. 

On  December  31,  1893,  this  Vice-Consular  register  showed 
64  residents  of  both  sexes. 


Almeria. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Lindsay  reports  as  follows 
There  has  again  been  a falling-off  in  British  shipping  here  as 
compared  with  1892.  This  is  not  owing  to  failure  of  crops  but  to 
the  increased  competition  of  foreign  vessels,  a competition  which 
threatens  to  deprive  British  vessels  of  their  hitherto  almost  ex- 
clusive enjoyment  of  the  carrying  trade  from  this  port.  The 
vintage  of  1893  was  normal,  and  if  found  its  exit  from  this  port  in 
120  vessels  made  up  as  follows  : — 
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Nationality. 

N amber  of 
Vessels. 

British 

71 

Swedish  and  Norwegian  .. 

n 

Spanish 

13 

German 

3 

Austriau 

1 

Danish 

1 

Total 

120 

Now  in  1892  the  vintage  amounted  to  476,540  barrels  of  grapes, 
and  in  that  year  133  British  vessels  visited  this  port,  whereas  in 
1893  with  an  export  of  938,405  barrels,  only  119  entered  this  port, 
that  is  to  say,  that  with  double  the  amount  of  merchandise  ex- 
ported there  was  a falling-off  of  14  British  vessels.  Now,  by  an 
inspection  of  Annex  C it  will  be  found  that  in  1892,  50  foreign 
vessels  (not  including  Spanish)  cleared  from  this  port,  whereas  in 
1893  we  have  (not  including  Spanish)  67.  For  further  elucidation 
and  comparison  I have  added  a column  in  this  Annex  for  fruit 
carriers  only  in  1893.  From  the  foregoing  considerations  it  will 
at  once  be  apparent  that  for  some  reason  or  other  British  vessels 
no  longer  enjoy  the  reputation  so  long  maintained  in  this  port  of 
being  almost  exclusively  the  fruit-carriers.  Why  is  this  ? It  is 
not  because  they  are  not  perfectly  well  adapted  for  such  purpose, 
as  every  year  sees  more  care  taken  with  this  very  essential  feature, 
and  in  very  few  instances,  if  any,  have  lower  freights  been  accepted 
by  their  competitors.  I think  the  solution  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  as  a rule  the  competing  vessels  are  smaller,  and  also  that 
they  come  here  with  space  sufficient  only  for  a comparatively  small 
number  of  barrels.  The  consequence  is  they  get  filled  up  sooner, 
whereas  the  larger  British  vessels  have  often  to  lie  here  day  after 
day,  much  to  the  prejudice  of  their  owner’s  interests  and  to  the 
possible  detriment  of  the  fruit.  In  corroboration  of  this  I have 
drawn  up  the  table  Annex  D which  gives  some  statistics  of  the 
various  fruit  carrying  vessels,  and  from  which  the  British  owner 
can  see  that  he  gets  more  work  out  of  his  sailors  than  his  com- 
petitors, i.e.,  that  in  the  question  of  crews  the  British  sailor 
represents  more  net  tonnage  than  any  other.  Strictly  speaking  the 
one  Austrian  and  one  Danish  vessel  should  not  be  taken  into 
account  as  not  offering  a fair  comparison. 

The  largest  vessel  which  loaded  at  the  quay  was  the  Anchor 
Liner  “ Nubia,”  of  2,319  tons  net  register. 

Freights  for  grapes  have  been  as  follows  during  1893  : — Freiglu 

fruit. 
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Other  freight ' 


Imports  and 
exports. 


To- 

Per  25  Barrels. 

From — 

To— 

London  and  Hull  . . 

£ s. 
1 0 

£ s. 

1 10 

Liverpool  . . 

0 15 

1 5 

Bristol 

1 10 

Glasgow 

1 0 

1 10 

New  York  . . 

1 15 

2 15 

The  most  important  were — 


Per  Ton. 

Articles. 

From — 

To— 

£ s. 

£ s. 

Esparto  . . , . 

0 14 

1 0 

Iron  ore 

*• 

0 9 

The  imports  are  chiefly  taken  from  the  annual  memoir  of  the 
Harbour  Board  of  Works.  The  value  has  been  assigned  by 
myself,  and  in  some  cases  was  derived  from  the  table  given  in 
Annex  E,  “ Almeria  market/’  The  exchange  has  generally  been 
calculated  at  30  pesetas  50  c.  per  1/.  The  exports  have  come  more 
immediately  under  my  personal  notice,  and  may  be  taken  as  fairly 
correct. 


Imports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sugar 

Tons. 

513 

£ 

15,390 

Bice. . 

1,731 

25,965 

Iron  wire  . . 

256 

3,580 

Salt  fish 

463 

6,945 

Coal 

9,806 

13,238 

Charcoal 

1,994 

6,979 

Cement 

1,968 

2,952 

Hydraulic  lime 

314 

468 

Pipe  staves . . 

2,896 

13,495 

Barrel  hoops  . . 

429 

5,560 

Flour 

8,837 

114,881 

Wrought  iron 

1,300 

11,050 

Garbanzos  . . 

137 

2,329 

Haricot  beans 

121 

1,210 

Soap 

1,098 

24,156 

Pine  timber 

3,008 

12,234 

Petroleum  . . 

504 

15,876 

Cork  and  cork  dust 

1,115 

5,580 

Tobacco 

597 

293,966 

Wine 

1,168 

285 

10,512 

Locomotives 

12,600 

T 
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Exports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Calamine 

Tons 

1,035 

£ 

2,036 

Lead  ore 

1)  • • 

740 

2,500 

Iron  ore 

>>  * * 

15,050 

3,947 

Manganese  ore 

227 

227 

Esparto 

J)  • • 

15,341 

69,034 

Oranges 

Cases 

10,006 

2,668 

Almonds 

• • 

16,388 

19,119 

Grapes  . . . . . . 

Barrels 

938,405 

469,202 

These  have  been  fairly  good  during  1893,  and  the  prospects  for  Crops, 
the  present  year  are  excellent. 

There  is  some  mistaken  idea  that  the  muscatel  grape  is  grown  Vintage, 
in  this  district.  This,  however,  is  not  the  case,  as  the  great  bulk 
of  the  grapes  shipped  from  this  port,  and  which  are  known  par 
excellence  as  “ Almeria  ” grapes,  are  the  thick-skinned  shipping 
variety  known  as  “ Casta  de  Ohanes,”  or  “ Bacci,”  a variety 
dedicated  to  Andres  Baccio.  This  variety  is  described  by  the 
erudite  Dr.  Simon  de  Boxas  Clemente*  as  follows : — “ Boliis 
lutescentibus  : Acinis  confertissimis  mediocribus  subcylindricis 
subaureis  duris  subacidis.”  The  fruit  is  6 lines  or  a little 
more  in  length,  and  4 lines  in  thickness,  generally  very 
unequal,  very  fleshy,  and  very  late  of  ripening.  This  esteemed 
variety  was  taken  to  Ohanes  from  the  neighbouring  village  of 
Bagol,  where  it  is  cultivated  in  a delightful  spot  called  La  Daira. 

In  Ohanes  it  has  greatly  improved,  both  in  flavour  and  durability. 

It  has  been  left  on  the  vines  till  Christmas,  and  then  has  stood  the 
journey  to  Madrid  and  Cadiz  without  suffering  any  material 
deterioration.  Hung  up,  the  bunches  may  be  kept  for  a year. 

Originally  cultivated  only  in  Bagol  and  Ohanes  it  has  now 
spread  to  all  the  towns  and  villages  in  the  valley  of  the  Andarax, 
down  even  to  the  town  of  Almeria  itself.  In  fact,  the  road  from 
Ohanes  to  the  capital  is  one  immense  green  mantle  interrupted  in 
its  latter  course  by  occasional  unreclaimed  fields  of  cactus  bearing 
the  prickly  pear,f  which  forms  a staple  article  of  food  for  the 
poor  in  the  early  autumn,  or  by  odd-looking  hills  of  most  singular 
formation,  ahd  greatly  resembling  mud-heaps.J 

This  grape,  from  the  absence  of  any  decidedly  pronounced 
flavour,  and  on  account  of  its  not  being  too  sweet,  is  extremely 
refreshing,  and,  owing  to  its  great  durability  when  carefully 
handled,  it  commands  a ready  market  in  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  In  the  latter  country,  particularly  fine  fruit  has 

* Ensayo  sobre  las  variedades  de  la  vid  comun  que  vegetan  en  Audalucia,  por 
Don  Simon  de  Roxas  Clemente  y Rubio,  &c.  8vo.  Madrid,  1807. 

f “ Opuntia  vulgaris.” 

X Unfortunately  the  deadly  phylloxera  has  invaded  these  regions,  and  notwith- 
standing the  enormous  number  of  new  plantations  east  and  west  it  still  circum- 
scribes the  production, 
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fetched  from  15  dol.  to  20  dol.  per  barrel.  The  fruit  is  packed 
chiefly  in  oak  barrels  carefully  filled  up  with  granulated  cork, 
which  is  chiefly  brought  from  Catalonia  and  the  vicinity  of 
Gibraltar. 

Last  season  was  somewhat  better  than  normal,  although  the 
unseasonable  heats  checked  the  development  of  the  fruit  to  a 
certain  extent.  Notwithstanding,  938,405  barrels  (of  55  lbs.  each) 
were  sent  to  the  following  ports  : — 


Ports. 

Quantity. 

New  York  . . 

Barrels. 

236,916 

Boston 

25,563 

Philadelphia 

11,494 

Baltimore  . . 

1,056 

Germany,  Ku3sia,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and 
Norway  .. 

10,000 

United  Kingdom 

653,376 

Total  . . 

938,405 

New  market. 


Harbour 

works. 


Linares- 

Almeria 

Kailway. 


Exchange. 

Incandescent 

lights. 


The  new  market  and  surrounding  edifices  are  now  open  to  the 
public.  The  market  is  a handsome,  spacious,  and  efficient  build- 
ing. The  lateral  street,  however,  which  is  to  connect  the  market 
with  the  Boulevard  del  Principe,  still  exists  merely  on  paper, 
owing  to  certain  “ caziques  ” whose  selfishness  and  want  of  public 
spirit  have  thrown  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  opening  of 
this  absolutely  necessary  thoroughfare. 

These  continue  steadily.  The  eastern  breakwater  extends  now 
(May  19)  to  410  metres  (1,345  feet),  with  a depth  of  11*30  metres 
(37  feet,  or  6^-  fathoms),  whilst  the  western  mole  has  a total 
length  of  1,520  metres  (4,987  feet,  or  293  feet  less  than  a mile), 
with  a depth  of  15  metres  (49  feet,  or  8£  fathoms).  The  new  part 
of  this  mole  is  880  metres  (2,887  feet  long). 

This  also  progresses  although  somewhat  slowly  owing  to  the 
dilatoriness  of  the  Government  in  paying  the  subvention.  It  is 
now,  however,  confidently  affirmed  that  18,000,000  pesetas  are  to 
be  voted  by  Parliament  to  meet  this  subvention.  During  the  past 
year  the  constructors  have  imported  the  following  material  for  this 
railway,  viz.,  73,736  pine  sleepers,  weighing  5,080  tons;  1,094  tons 
rails  and  accessories  ; 1,564  tons  bridge  iron;  140  tons  material 
for  shops  and  stations;  436  tons  wagons  and  wheels;  299  tons 
iron  for  the  station  edifice;  165  tons  3 locomotives  and  their 
tenders  ; 13,168  tons  cement  and  hydraulic  lime.  It  is  affirmed 
that  the  line  will  be  opened  for  traffic  as  far  as  Guadix  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Exchange  has  fluctuated  during  the  year  between  29*25  pesetas 
and  30*90  pesetas  per  11.  for  bills  at  8 days’  sight. 

The  new  incandescent  lamps,  “Auer,”  have  been  pretty 
generally  introduced  into  shops  and  cafes,  and  have  seriously 
crippled  the  electric  light  owing  to  the  low  consumption  of  gas. 
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which  at  present  costs  30  c.  of  a peseta  per  cubic  metre,  or  5,9. 
per  1,000  cubic  feet  at  the  exchange  of  30  pesetas  50  c.  per  11. 

In  sight  of  the  disastrous  effects  to  life  and  property  of  the  Embankment 
periodically-recurring  floods,  it  was  determined  after  the  last  of  water-ways, 
terrible  visitation  (September  11,  1891)  to  provide  proper  and 
sufficient  channels  to  carry  off  any  abnormal  rainfall  by  straighten- 
ing and  fortifying  the  natural  waterways,  or  “ramblas.”  Great 
rejoicing  has  been  caused  in  the  neighbourhood  through  the 
publication  of  an  edict  authorising  the  adjudication  by  auction  of 
the  various  works  connected  with  this  undertaking. 

The  winds  and  consequent  dust  are  the  great  drawback  to  the  Almeria  as  a 
climate.  But  to  make  up  for  this  occasional  discomfort  what  health  resorfc* 
glorious  balmy  days  of  cloudless  beauty  are  enjoyed  on  these 
Mediterranean  shores.  Almeria  is  in  the  same  parallel  of  latitude 
as  Algiers  and  the  south  of  Sicily,  and  winter  is  practically 
unknown.  Indeed,  the  finest  months  of  the  year  are  December 
and  January.  For  the  delicate  invalid  requiring  every  comfort 
there  is,  alas,  no  well-appointed  hotel,  in  fact  a decent  hotel  is  a 
“ rara  avis  ” throughout  the  entire  peninsula.  Still  the  Grand 
Hotel,  Tortosa,  as  far  as  the  rooms  only  are  concerned  is  a 
tolerably  fair  caravansary,  which  will  at  least  compare  favourably 
with  its  congeners  along  the  coast.  The  town  is  sheltered  from 
the  north  by  a low  range  of  hills  which  effectually  act  as  a barrier 
to  the  icy  blasts  from  the  Sierra  Nevada,  and  the  gorgeous  effects 
of  light  on  these  hills  and  neighbouring  sierras  at  sunrise  and 
sunset  will  go  far  to  compensate  the  artist  for  any  shortcoming  in 
the  hotel  cuisine.  The  great  reproach  of  this  city  that  she  still 
possesses  no  means  of  railway  communication  might  almost  prove 
an  attraction  to  some  travellers  where  the  awful  solitude  and 
silence  of  these  everlasting  hills  is  desecrated  by  no  shrieking 
railway  whistle.  But  this  state  of  matters  cannot  last  long. 

Hasten  then,  O ye  travellers,  to  this  unique  railwayless  spot  before 
the  resistless  tide  of  modern  civilisation  shall  have  rendered  it  as 
unromantic  and  commonplace  as  any  of  the  rest  of  her  sister 
provinces  which  are  traversed  by  the  iron  horse. 

I have  always  found  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  satisfactory  Population  of 
statistics  relative  to  population,  and  chiefly  because  there  appears  Almeria. 
to  be  a tendency  to  diminish  the  returns  for  certain  local  purposes. 

I have,  however,  just  seen  an  important  work  giving  an  account  of 
the  population  and  of  the  edifices  of  every  city,  town,  and  village 
in  this  province,*  from  which  Hearn  that  on  January  1,  1888,  the 
population  of  this  city,  including  the  suburbs,  was  56,211,  and  of 
the  province  345,929. 

This  textile  plant  has  been  tried  in  these  regions  with  consider-  Ramie- 
able  success.  Mr.  Andres  Mille  has  published  a succinct  mono-  B°|J.emeria 
graph  on  its  cultivation  and  treatment.!  Tenacissima. 

# “ Nomenclator  de  Espaua/’  Provincia  de  Almeria.  Madrid,  1892. 

t “Cartilla  Agricola  para  el  cultive  del  Ramie.”  Almeria,  Julio  de  1892. 

Por  Don  Andres  Mille, 
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Annex  A.— Return  of  Vessels  of  all  Kinds  which  Visited 
Almeria  during  the  Year  1893. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nationality, 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Spanish  j 

1,035 

444,432 

16,869 

1,023 

419,976 

16,262 

British  

Swedish  and  Nor- 

119 

98,637 

2,449 

119 

98,637 

2,449 

wegian  

33 

18,142 

517 

34 

18,546 

527 

French  

9 

5,872 

188 

9 

5,872 

188 

Italian  

9 

4,827 

112 

9 

4,827 

107 

German  

5 

2,108 

79 

5 

2,108 

79 

Portuguese 

4 

350 

31 

5 

455  i 

38 

Russian 

3 

1,423 

38 

3 

1,423 

38 

Danish  

3 

1,255 

40 

3 

1,255 

40 

Austrian  

1 

1,551 

25 

1 

1,551 

25 

Total  

1,221 

578,597 

20,348 

1,211 

554,650 

19,753 

Annex  B. — Retukn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Almeria  in  the  Year  1893. 

Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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Countries  whence 
Arrived. 

Spain  

Greece  

Algeria  

France  

Italy  

Riff  

Egypt  

Total... 
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Annex  C. — Beturn  of  Vessels  of  all  Kinds  which  Entered 
the  Port  of  Almeria  during  the  Wars  1892-93. 


Nationality. 

1892. 

1893. 

Number  oi 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

dumber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Fruit 

Carriers. 

Spanish  

982 

359,512 

15,321 

1,035 

444,432 

16,869 

13 

British  

149 

139,975 

5,086 

119 

98,637 

2,449 

71 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian   

12 

5,959 

189 

33 

18,142 

617 

31 

French  

12 

4,451 

175 

9 

5.872 

188 

Italian  

8 

2,928 

83 

9 

4,827 

112 

German  

5 

3,227 

82 

5 

2,108 

79 

* "3 

Portuguese 

5 

395 

37 

4 

350 

31 

Russian  

4 

1,714 

136 

3 

1,423 

38 

Danish  

2 

313 

31 

3 

1,255 

40 

’l 

Austrian 

1 

980 

26 

1 

1,551 

25 

1 

Belgian  

1 

1,352 

22 

Total  

1,181 

520,806 

21,188 

1,221 

578,597 

20,348 

120 

Annex  D. — Statistics  of  Fruit-carrying  Vessels  at  Almeria  during 

the  Year  1893. 


Nationality. 

Number. 

Net 

Tonnage. 

Average 

Net 

Tonnage 
for  each 
Vessel. 

Average 
Crew 
for  each 
Vessel. 

Net 

Tonnage 
Propor- 
tionate to 
each  Man. 

British 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

71 

60,287 

849 

21 

40 

wegian 

31 

17,714 

559 

15 

37 

Spanish  . . . . j 

13 

8,035 

618 

24 

26 

German 

3 

1,492 

497 

15 

30 

Austrian 

1* 

967 

967 

2o 

37 

Danish 

1* 

244 

244 

14 

17 

* Strictly  speaking  these  two  vessels  should  be  excluded  from  this  list  as  not 
offering  a fair  comparison. 
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Annex  E. — Table  showing  the  Current  Prices  of  Almerian  Market 

during  1893. 


Articles. 

From 

— 

To- 

| 

From- 

_| 

To- 

Ptas. 

c. 

Ptas. 

c.  | 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

5. 

d. 

Cereals— 

Barley 

Fanega*  .. 

6 

50 

7 

0 

0 

4 

4 ! 

0 

4 

8 

Wheat  

14 

0 

15 

0 ! 

0 

9 

4 

0 

10 

0 

Maize  

7 

0 1 

9 

o j 

0 

4 

8 

0 

6 

0 

Dried  vegetables— 

Haricot  beans  (long)  

Arrobaf  ... 

3 

50 

4 

0 

0 

2 

4 

0 

2 

8 

„ (short) 

Garbanzos  (chick-peas) 

n ... 

2 

75 

3 

25  ; 

0 

1 

10  1 

0 

2 

2 

5 

75  i 

6 

25 

0 

3 

10 

0 

4 

2 

,,  ,,  from 

Castilla 

> 

14 

0 

17 

0 

0 

9 

4 

0 

11 

4 

Lentils  

, 

1 

75  1 

2 

0 

j 0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

4 

Canary  seed  

,, 

5 

0 1 

6 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

4 

0 

Rice  

n 

4 

50 

5 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

4 

Flour  

4 

25 

4 

75 

1 0 

2 

10 

0 

3 

2 

Groceries— 

Sugar  

Quintal}  ... 

10 

0 

12 

0 

0 

6 

8 

0 

8 

0 

Cocoa  nibs  j 

165 

0 

170 

0 

5 

10 

0 

5 

13 

4 

Coffee  

165 

0 

170 

0 

5 

10 

0 

5 

13 

4 

Tea,  green  and  black 

Lb.” 

3 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

8 

Salt  fish,  Norway  

Quintal  ... 

40 

0 

41 

0 

1 

6 

8 

1 

7 

4 

Soap— 

Rocamora,  brown  

,,  ... 

29 

75 

30 

25 

0 

19 

10 

1 

0 

2 

Lacarcel,  blue  mottled 
Quesada,  white  and  brown... 

,, 

31 

75 

. 35 

25 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

6 

,, 

17 

0 

25 

0 

0 

11 

4 

0 

16 

8 

Saffron  albacete 

Lb. 

30 

0 

35 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

Liquids  — 

Olive  oil 

Arroba  ... 

12 

50 

13 

0 

o 

8 

4 

0 

8 

8 

Petroleum  

Case 

24 

0 

25 

0 

0 

16 

0 

j 0 

16 

8 

Wine  

j Arroba§  ... 

8 

0 

9 

0 

0 

5 

4 

0 

6 

0 

Vinegar  

4 

0 

6 

0 

0 

2 

8 

0 

4 

0 

* 1 fanega  = 1*52  imperial  bushel.  t 1 arroba  = 25’36  lbs.  (avoir.), 

t 1 quintal  = 101*43  lbs.  (avoir.).  § l wine  arroba  = 3-55  imperial  gallons. 


Cartagena. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Milvain  reports  as  follows 

Shipping. 


British  Vessels  Entered. 

British  Vessels  Cleared. 

Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1893  

219 

195,940 

219 

195,044 

The  falling-off  in  the  number  of  British  vessels  entering  this 
port  in  the  past  year  has  been  very  great,  and  the  number  is  the 
smallest  for  many  years  past.  The  decrease  as  compared  with 
1892  is  153  ships  witli  a tonnage  of  155,926  tons.  This  may  be 
put  down  entirely  to  the  bad  state  of  the  iron  ore  trade. 

Exports. 

The  exportation  of  iron  ores  in  1893  from  this  district  shows  iron 
a very  large  decrease,  tire  total  quantity  being  only  220,290  tons, 


ores. 
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Zinc  ores. 
Esparto. 

Lead. 


whereas  in  1890,  1891,  and  1892  the  quantities  were  824,100  tons, 
421,200  tons,  and  518,000  tons  respectivel}r.  Last  year’s  quantity 
was  sent  to  the  following  countries : — 


Country. 

Quantity. 

United  Kingdom  .. 

Tons. 

130,749 

United  States  of  America  . . 

26,071 

France 

, # 

16,540 

Germany  . , 

2,000 

Holland 

# # 

30,950 

Belgium 

•• 

13,980 

The  large  decrease  in  the  exportation  of  these  minerals  is 
solely  due  to  the  small  demand  which  prevailed  not  only  in 
England  but  also  in  France,  United  States,  and  Germany.  At  the 
present  time  large  stocks  of  both  manganiferous  and  dry  iron  ores 
are  on  hand,  and  merchants  are  anxiously  looking  forward  for  a 
return  of  the  trade  which  a year  or  two  back  was  done  with  this 
district.  Prices  have  now  declined  considerably,  but  exchanges 
greatly  assist  the  exporters. 

11,500  tons  of  zinc  ores  were  sent  to  Antwerp.  This  is  about 
the  same  quantity  as  was  exported  in  1892. 

Only  8,270  tons  of  esparto  was  shipped  from  this  port  during 
the  last  year,  and  this  compared  with  previous  year  shows  a 
decrease  of  2,980  tons.  The  whole  quantity  was  sent  to  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  reason  of  the  falling-off  in  esparto  ship- 
ments is  that  other  products,  the  principal  one  being  wood-pulp, 
are  now"  used  very  largely  in  the  manufacture  of  paper. 

Lead  in  pigs  was  exported  as  follows  : — 


Quantity. 

To- 

Silver  Lead, 

Soft  Lead. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

United  Kingdom  . . 

35,022 

7,132 

France  . . . . . . . . 1 

16,620 

3,751 

Belgium 

Barcelona  . . . , 

5,150 

1,680 

Total 

56,792 

12,563 

L 

Gfrand  total  . . . . 

69*355 

This  is  an  increase  of  5,613  tons  over  the  quantity  of  1892. 
The  decrease  in  the  exportation  of  soft  lead  is  due  to  the  fact  that, 
owing  to  the  low  price  of  silver,  the  desilverising  works  of  Mr. 
Ignacio  Figueroa  are  and  have  been  closed  for  some  time  past. 
The  lead,  therefore,  which  formerly  was  desilverised  here  goes 
forward  for  treatment  to  the  several  countries  to  which  it  is 
shipped. 
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Only  3 tons  were  shipped,  and  it  was  sent  to  France.  This  pure  silver, 
also  is  explained  by  the  fact  of  Mr.  Figueroa’s  Works  being  closed. 

The  shipment  of  lead  ore  in  the  natural  state  was  as  follows  : — Lead  ore. 


To- 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

England  , « . . . . » , 

150 

France 

700 

Belgium 

450 

Imports. 

The-  quantities  of  coal  and  coke  imported 

. were : — 

Articles. 

Quality. 

Tons. 

Coal . . 

63,072 

Coke. . 

29,580 

Total  . . 

92,652 

Coala  and 
coke. 


This  total,  as  compared  with  1892,  shows  a decrease  of 
13,330  tons.  With  the  exception  of  2,200  tons  which  came  from 
Germany  the  whole  was  imported  from  England. 

942  tons  of  pitch  pine  and  Canadian  deals,  and  1,798  tons  of  Wood, 
red  and  white  pine  were  imported  during  1893. 

From  Norway  992  tons  were  received,  and  580  tons  from  Cod-fish. 
Newfoundland. 

The  new  dry  dock  which  I spoke  of  in  my  last  report  is  now  New  dry 
decided  on  by  the  Spanish  Government  and  will  be  commenced  dock- 
before  long.  Contractors  will  be  asked  to  give  estimates  for  the 
construction. 

Owing  to  the  depression  in  the  iron  ore  and  lead  trades,  which  Labour, 
has  been  very  keenly  felt  in  this  district  and  in  Cartagena  and 
Portman  especially  which  mainly  depend  upon  the  sierra  for  their 
prosperity,  a.  large  number  of  miners  are  out  of  employment.  On 
account  of  this,  great  distress  prevails  not  only  amongst  those 
directly  connected  with  mining,  but  also  amongst  the  tradesmen. 

Dredging  is  still  being  continued  and  the  quays  are  being  Port  works, 
extended.  Along  the  principal  quay  called  the  “ Muelle  de 
Alfonso  XII  ” the  railway  has  been  laid  with  a view  to  facilitating 
the  handling  of  goods  coming  to  and  going  out  of  the  country. 

The  crops  of  last  year  have  been  very  good  owing  to  the  Agriculture, 
plentiful  fall  of  rain  in  the  district. 

The  public  health  has  been  bad.  owing  no  doubt  to  the  lack  of  Public  health, 
proper  sanitary  arrangements.  The  death  rate  was  34'06  per 
thousand.  Diphtheria  is  very  common  especially  amongst  children, 
and  typhus  fever,  small-pox,  and  fever  and  ague  have  caused  a 
considerable  number  of  deaths. 
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Mode  of 
culture. 


Silk 

Silkworm  culture  is  carried  on  to  some  extent  in  the  province 
of  Murcia. 

About  450,000  kilos,  of  silk  was  produced  during  the  year 
1893,  and  about  6,000  kilos,  of  fishing  gut,  being  a little  in  excess 
of  the  quantity  produced  during  the  year  1892. 

The  prices  ruling  have  been  about  the  same  during  the  last 
2 years,  viz. : 2 pesetas  80  c.  per  kilo,  of  silk  in  the  cocoon,  and 
about  35  to  40  pesetas  per  kilo,  of  fishing  gut. 

The  native  silkworm  seed,  which  is  considered  the  best  here,  is 
of  a pale  yellow  colour,  and  is  known  here  as  “ Antrado.”  1 oz.  of 
this  seed  will  produce  from  100  lbs.  to  125  lbs.  of  silk.  The  price 
of  this  seed  is  about  20  pesetas  to  25  pesetas  per  oz.  according  to 
the  quantity  in  hand. 

The  seed  is  either  put  out  in  the  sun  or  is  put  into  the  beds  of 
the  people  who  rear  them,  during  the  first  week  in  March,  if  the 
weather  is  favourable,  the  silkworm  will  be  hatched  within  7 days. 
They  are  then  placed  upon  sheets  spread  upon  large  trays  made  of 
cane ; they  are  put  out  into  the  sun  during. the  day  and  brought 
indoors  at  night.  They  are  then  fed  on  mulberry  leaves  for  from 
6 to  7 days,  when  the  worm  sleeps  for  2 days,  changes  its  skin  and 
begins  to  feed  again  for  7 days  more,  sleeps  2 days,  changes  its 
skin  a second  time,  and  this  is  repeated  thrice.  After  the  third 
sleep  the  worm  feeds  for  7 or  8 days,  and  then  begins  to  spin  on 
bunches  of  esparto  grass  placed  for  that  purpose.  On  the 
eighth  day  after  the  worm  has  begun  to  spin,  the  cocoon  is  taken 
down  and  either  sold  at  once,  or,  if  prices  do  not  suit,  the  cocoon 
is  put  into  a slow  oven  and  the  worm  is  smothered.  The  cocoon 
can  then  be  kept  until  prices  suit. 

Each  ounce  of  silkworm  seed  is  calculated  to  eat  2,600  lbs.  of 
mulberry  leaf. 

If  the  silkworm  is  intended  for  fishing  gut,  the  larger  worms 
are  selected  on  leaving  the  feeding  trays  to  spin.  They  are  put 
into  vinegar,  salt,  and  water,  the  strength  of  which  liquid  is  tested 
until  a fresh  laid  egg  will  float  in  it.  The  worms  are  left  in  this 
liquid  over  night,  and  early  next  morning  are  drawn  by  taking 
hold  of  the  head  and  tail,  and  gentle  force  used.  They  are  then 
put  into  clear  water  and  washed,  and  after  being  well  cleaned  with 
chamois  leather  are  dried  in  the  sun.  Each  worm  yields  two 
pieces  of  gut.  Women  are  employed  in  this  operation  and  are  paid 
2 pesetas  and  their  food  per  day. 

When  seed  for  the  coming  year  is  desired,  a few  cocoons  are 
left  where  the  worm  has  spun  them,  and  on  the  fifteenth  day  after 
beginning  to  spin,  a moth  is  produced  which  deposits  its  eggs  on 
a cloth  placed  there  for  that  purpose  and  then  dies.  The  cloth 
and  seed  are  then  put  away  until  the  coming  year. 
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Linares, 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Whyte  reports  as  follows : — 

The  year  1893  has  been  absolutely  the  most  disastrous  known 
in  the  annals  of  lead  mining  in  Linares. 

The  average  price  of  lead  in  London  was — Price  of  lead 

and  silver. 


For— 

Per  Ton. 

1892 

1893.. 

:: 

£.  s.  d. 
10  8 111 
9 13  n 

Less 

•• 

•• 

•• 

0 15  4£ 

The  average  price  of  silver  in  London  was — 


For— 

Per  Oz. 

1892  

1893  

s.  d. 

3 3|| 
2 11t96 

Less  . . . . . . . . 

0 4y3e 

The  number  of  mines  registered  was  932,  some  100  less  than  Mines 
in  1892,  and  of  these  only  198  were  actually  working.  working. 

The  production,  as  stated  officially,  was  as  follows,  viz. : — Production. 

Quantity. 

Galena  . . . . 

Carbonates 

Tons. 

83,853 

12,933 

Total 

96,786 

Equivalent  to  71,033  tons  of  metallic  lead. 

In  considering  the  production  it  must  ever  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  tax  of  2 per  cent,  on  the  gross  produce  continues  to  offer 
a strong  inducement  to  miners  to  understate  the  amount  of  their 
raisings,  and  that  consequently  the  output  of  the  district  is 
considerably  in  excess  of  that  shown  above. 

The  declared  value  of  the  production  for  1893  is  given  as  Value. 
11,587,039  pesetas. 

The  average  prices  shown  for  galena  being  129 ’50  pesetas 
per  ton,  and  for  carbonates  56*30  pesetas  per  ton. 

Only  in  the  case  of  a few  of  the  best  mines,  or  those  working  Mining 
under  exceptionally  favourable  circumstances  (probably  not  more  results, 
than  eight  in  all),  can  any  profits  have  been  realised,  and  in  most 
(1829)  ' c 
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Present 
condition  of 
mining 
industry. 


Tax  on 
explosives. 


Smelting. 


instances,  the  greatest  difficulty  must  have  been  experienced  in 
even  paying  the  cost  of  working. 

Unfortunately  there  is  no  apparent  prospect  of  any  ameliora- 
tion taking  place  in  the  mining  industry  of  Linares,  either 
promptly  or  remotely. 

The  lowness  of  prices  is  evidently  due  to  excess  of  produc- 
tion, and  until  this  ceases  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
value  of  lead  or  silver  will  improve. 

The  actual  price  of  the  former  being  97.  5s.  per  ton,  and  of 
the  latter  27 '-fad.  per  oz. ; both  showing  a considerable  fall  on  the 
average  prices  of  1893.  It  may  he  mentioned,  as  having  an  im- 
portant bearing  on  the  interests  of  Linares,  that  the  production  of 
one  mine  in  Australia  for  the  6 months  ending  November  30  of 
last  year  is  alone  given  as  25,822  tons  of  lead,  and  6,533,232  ozs. 
of  silver. 

The  ore  raised  being  246,520  tons,  at  the  low  cost  of  21 13s.  10 d. 
per  ton. 

At  the  end  of  1893,  the  law  imposing  a tax  on  explosives 
came  into  force,  this  being  on  : — 


Amount. 

Pesetas  c. 

Dynamite 

Per  kilo.  .. 

1 0 

Caps  . . 

Per  100  kilo3. 

0 10 

Safety  fuze 

Per  200  metres  . . 

0 15 

The  syndicate  formed  of  manufacturers  of  dynamite,  which 
has  rented  the  above  from  the  Government,  has  since  February  1 
lessened  the  import  on  dynamite  from  1 peseta  to  60  c. 

As,  however,  the  average  quantity  of  dynamite  used  is  2 kilos, 
per  ton  of  ore  raised,  the  tax,  even  thus  reduced,  presses  heavily 
on  the  already  suffering  district,  and  would  represent,  on  a pro- 
duction similar  to  the  official  one  of  1893,  an  increased  expen- 
diture of  116,143  pesetas. 

It  is  generally  the  case  that  old  established  industries  when 
threatened  with  extinction,  especially  those  that  have  at  one  time 
been  extremely  remunerative,  make  prolonged  efforts  to  stave  off 
if  they  cannot  avert  the  catastrophe,  and  naturally  Linares  is  now 
doing  so. 

It  seems  hardly  probable,  however,  that  this  district  should 
long  continue  to  survive  as  an  important  lead  producing  one, 
unless  actual  circumstances  should  unexpectedly  alter. 

If  the  price  of  silver  were  to  continue  to  fall  to  a still  lower 
and  hitherto  unknown  point,  the  result  would  no  doubt  be  that  of 
stopping  the  working  of  many  silver  lead  mines  in  different  parts 
of  the  world  which  now  produce  large  quantities  of  lead  almost  as 
a bye  product,  and  if  this  should  happen  the  value  of  the  latter 
metal  might  be  expected  to  improve. 

The  ore  smelted  in  Linares  during  1893  was  about  60,000  tons, 
equal  to  46,200  tons  of  metallic  lead. 
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Silver  obtained  was  about  385,800  ozs. 

Coal  consumed  can  be  estimated  at  76,000  tons,  and  coke  at  Coal  and  coke. 
4,500  tons.  Both  coal  and  coke  continue  to  be  chiefly  supplied 
from  Belmez,  with  little  variation  in  their  respective  prices,  viz., 

1/.  15s.  4 d.  per  ton  and  21.  per  ton  delivered  at  the  mines. 

The  general  state  of  business  in  Linares  may  be  described  as  General  stat 
having  been  completely  stagnant.  of  business* 

The  building  trade  (surest  index  of  the  fiscal  condition  of  the 
district)  being  altogether  paralysed. 

It  is,  indeed,  curious  to  note  how  one  evil  produces  another ; 
owing  to  a lack  of  purchasers,  shopkeepers  are  unwilling  or  unable 
to  renew  their  stocks,  and  consequently  it  is  extremely  difficult 
to  obtain  anything  required,  and  so  even  the  small  amount  of 
money  that  would  otherwise  have  been  spent  in  the  town  is 
diverted  to  Madrid  or  other  capitals. 

The  rate  of  exchange  on  London  during  1893  ruled  even  Exchange, 
higher  than  in  1892,  a circumstance  greatly  to  the  advantage  of 
the  mining  interests  of  the  place. 

The  population  of  Linares  again  shows  a decrease  on  that  of  Population, 
former  years,  being  actually  about  40,000. 

The  register  for  1893  gives  the  following,  viz. : — Civil  register. 


1 

Number. 

Births 

1,188 

Deaths 

! 1,340 

Marriages  . . 

S ^06 

The  above  number  of  deaths  in  a population  of  40,000  persons  Public  health, 
gives  the  rate  of  mortality  at  33*50  per  1,000. 

The  general  state  of  the  public  health  was  normal. 

Some  difficulties  appear  to  have  arisen  in  the  construction  of  New  railways, 
the  Linares- Almeria  Railway,  and  all  work  on  the  Linares  portion 
is  suspended. 


Crops. 


The  harvest  of  1893  was  somewhat  above  the  average.  The  Harvest, 
produce  of  this  municipal  district  being  as  follows,  viz. : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Wheat 

Bushels 

21,399 

Barley 

,, 

28,675 

2,7S0 

Beans 

))  • • * * 

Oil 

Gallons 

31,807 

The  average  prices  of  the  above  were  : — 


Prices. 
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Municipal 

dues. 


Disease 

amongst 

cattle. 

Prospects  of 

coming 

harvest. 


Trade. 


Shipping. 


Articles. 

Prices. 

Wheat  

Per  bushel.. 

5.  d. 
6 8 

Barley  . • 

77  • * f • 

3 0 

Beans  

97  • « 0 • 

4 6 

Oil 

Per  gallon. . 

2 11 

The  dues  levied  on  the  following  articles  were  : — - 


Articles. 

Amount. 

Pesetas  c. 

Wheat  and  flour  . . 

Per  100  kilos. 

2 10 

Barley  . . 

79  0 • 

0 80 

Beans  . , 

97  * • 

0 44 

Oil 

• • 

22  0 

Wine  . . . . 

Per  100  litres 

17  50 

Cases  of  small-pox  amongst  sheep  were  somewhat  prevalent 
during  1893,  and  some  cases  of  anthrax  were  noted  amongst  horned 
cattle,  neither  epidemic  being  of  a malignant  nature. 

The  autumn  sowing  was  effected  under  favourable  circum- 
stances, and  although  rain  is  now  wanted  the  crops  generally 
bear  a promising  appearance. 

Owing  to  a dry  season  the  quantity  of  caterpillars  amounts 
almost  to  a plague,  and  may  possibly  occasion  considerable 
damage. 


Mazarron. 

Mr.  Consular- Agent  Pearse  reports  as  follows : — * 

The  trade  of  Mazarron  during  the  year  1893  shows  a falling-off 
in  the  exports  as  compared  with  that  of  1892,  due  entirely  to  the 
almost  complete  stoppage  of  the  exportation  of  iron  ore  from  this 
district ; the  figures  are,  however,  somewhat  better  than  they 
otherwise  could  have  been  from  the  fact  that  about  6,000  tons  of 
silver  lead,  which  in  1892  were  exported  in  foreign  vessels,  have,  in 
1893,  been  shipped  in  British  steamers.  As  regards  the  two  chief 
branches  of  commerce  in  this  district,  viz.,  the  exportation  of  silver 
lead  and  the  importation  of  coals  and  coke,  no  appreciable 
difference  is  observable  between  the  totals  in  the  2 years. 

The  total  number  of  British  steamers  cleared  at  Puerto  de 
Mazarron  in  1893  was  40  with  a total  register  of  33,782  tons,  as 
compared  with  50  steamers  with  41,722  tons  in  1892. 


MALAGA, 
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Imports  in  British  Steamers. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Coals  . . 
Coke  . . 

Tons. 

22,090 

5,460 

Total 

„ in  1892 

27,550 

30,779 

Exports  of  British  Steamers. 


Silver  lead 
Iron  ore 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

17,300 

1,550 


Total  . . . . 

„ in  1892  .. 


18,850 

37,140 
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Return  of  Imports  and  Exports  by  Coasting  Vessels  at  Puerto  de 
Mazarron  in  the  Year  1893. 


Importation. 

Exportation. 

Description  of  Goods. 

Foreign  and 
Colonial 
Goods. 

National 

Goods. 

Foreign  and 
Colonial 
Goods. 

National 

Goods. 

Cement  and  hydraulic  lime 

Kilos. 

22,400 

300,962 

5,960 

Building  materials  

... 

4 

8,000 

1,424,000 

Coals  ..  

H 

85,000 

810,000 

45,000 

Bitch  and  tar  

7,583 

161.8  3 

A rgentiferous  galenite  

5,438,536 

8,33*7)700 

Silver-lead  ore  

.*• 

708,590 

2,170,280 

Blende  ore 

67.000 

30.000 

Iron  ore  

6,825,000 

Glass 

... 

*78 

452 

... 

Bricks  and  tiles  

63,000 

42,465 

,,  ...  •••  ... 

9,189 

Common  earthenware  

4,991 

Iron  in  pigs 

1,600 

131,375 

4*,468 

,,  in  bars  and  (plates)  sheets... 

28,379 

22,304 

1,260 

,,  manufactures 

... 

76,685 

45,826 

12,382 

Silver-lead  in  bars 

417,900 

Bea-nut  oil 

tl  M. 

27,999 

... 

Vegetable  produce  (not  other- 
wise expressed) 

29 

15,528 

Baints  

141 

1,887 

219,440 

Chemicals 

23,821 

42,522 

Common  soap  

18,472 

e.e 

Mining  powder,  match-rope,  &c. 

|)  ••• 

9,278 

4,596 

... 

Cotton  textures  

)}  • » • 

36 

11,493 

... 

Fisbing-nets  and  tackle 

5,858 

2,331 

Deals  and  timber 

Cubic  met. 

50,659 

468,040 

2*6)253 

Wood,  manufactured  

Kilos.  ... 

447 

4,914 

250 

Staves  

1,037 

1,050 

... 

Charcoal  

69,000 

... 

Firewood  

53,000 

... 

Cork 

... 

1,380 

Esparto  

7,350 

• •• 

224)556 

,,  manufactured  

• •• 

128,236 

Palin  branches  

... 

7,000 

Bags  for  paper  manufacture 

#} 

7,500 

Grease  

1,805 

... 

Manure  

** 

... 

60)000 

Machinery 

235 

3,000 

800 

Salt  fish  )’.)  )))  ))) 

n 

4,825 

|f 

2,592 

1*6)247 

M, 

Bice 

2,690 

• •• 

Barley  

1,300 

148)300 

Indian  corn  

... 

49,850 

Wheat  

38,220 

Grain  (not  otherwise  expressed) 

Jf 

• •• 

188,150 

Flour  

26,200 

915,843 

Vegetables 

... 

3,610 

20)700 

Fruits  ...  

n 

30 

17,341 

... 

Sugar  

23,198 

16,442 

Alum 

55)200 

Oil  

200 

*6)385 

... 

Spirits  

Hectolitres 

0-32 

50-77 

e.e 

Beer 

n 

86-18 

Wine,  common  

Canary  seed  

20**25 

Kilos/ 

1,545 

Straw  and  other  forage 

n ... 

3,200 

• ee 

Bran 

ii  •». 

2,132 

... 

Various  other  articles  

ii  ... 

2,593 

7,528 

*3)878 

Total  

... 

415,018 

16,128,800 

... 

13,265,658 

Grand  total  

... 

16,543,818 

13,265,658 
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Imports  in  Foreign  Vessels. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Slag 

Tons  . . 

2,710 

Machinery  . . 

f>  • • * * 

507 

Coals 

• • . . 

M • • • • 

914 

Deals 

Cubic  metres 

2,417 

Total  . . 

::  ,{ 

Tons  . . 

Cubic  metres 

4,131 

2,417 

„ in  1892. . 

Tons  . . 

9,049 

Exports  in  Foreign  Vessels. 


Article. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

Silver  lead 

1,381 

Total  in  1892  . . 

6,765 

The  total  output  of  the  Mazarron  mines  in  1893  was  about  silver 
893,800  quintals  as  compared  with  about  860,000  quintals  in  1892.  ore. 
Most  of  this  ore  is  smelted  at  the  magnificent  lead  works  of  the 
“ Compaiiia  Metalurgica  de  Mazarron,”  situated  at  this  port ; the 
remainder  is  shipped  to  Cartagena  and  smelted  in  that  neighbour- 
hood. The  following  table  will  show  the  approximate  production 
of  each  mine  now  producing,  with  contents  of  silver  per  quintal  of 
mineral : — 
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The  grape  crop  in  Totana  has  yielded  about  45,000  arrobus  Grapes. 

(1  arroba  equals  11  \ kilos.). 

The  harvest  in  Totana  has  been  a very  good  one  both  as  regards  Oranges, 
quantity  and  quality,  about  50,000  cases  having  been  exported. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  this  fruit,  of  which  about  16,000  cases  Lemons, 
have  been  exported.  All  this  fruit  has  been  forwarded  to  the 
French  markets,  principally  to  Paris. 

A serious  accident  occurred  in  the  Impensada  mine  in  February  Accidents, 
last,  caused  by  the  introduction  of  carbonic  acid  gas,  whereby 
28  miners  perished,  and  amongst  them  an  English  mechanical 
engineer,  Mr.  John  Handforth. 

With  the  object  of  endeavouring  to  avoid  in  future  the  disas-  Public  works, 
trous  floods  in  the  plain  of  Murcia,  caused  by  the  overflowing  of 
the  Segura  River,  a canal  is  being  dug  from  a point  called  El 
Requero  to  Las  Canadas  del  Romero,  whence  it  will  enter  the 
Rainbla  de  las  Morera  which  has  its  mouth  at  El  bol  nuevo,  about 
3 miles  to  the  west  of  this  port.  It  is  hoped  that,  when  concluded, 
this  canal  will  carry  away  a great  part  of  the  water  which,  after 
heavy  rainfalls,  has  invariably  caused  the  overflowing  of  the 
Segura  and  thus  avoid  disasters.  This  canal  is,  I understand,  to 
be  finished  by  contract  in  about  4 years. 


(1829) 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1326. 

Florence 

• • 

• ft 

Id. 

1386. 

Caracas 

• o 

• • 

lad. 

1327. 

Hakodate  . . 

% ft 

• • 

Id. 

1387. 

Vienna 

• • 

ft  ft 

lid. 

1328.  Paris  . 

2d. 

1388. 

Madeira  . . 

• • 

id. 

1329. 

Paramaribo  . . 

lid. 

1389. 

Panama 

• ft 

lid. 

1330. 

St.  Petersburg 

• • 

2|d. 

1390. 

New  Orleans 

• • 

2i  d. 

1331. 

Patras 

ft  ft 

lid. 

1391. 

Manila 

ft  ft 

2d. 

1332. 

Calais 

• • 

9 • 

2id. 

1392. 

Foochow 

• • 

Id. 

1333. 

Loanda 

c • 

Id. 

1393. 

Ningpo 

e • 

Id. 

1334. 

Bordeaux  . , 

• ft 

ft  ft 

2id. 

| 1394. 

Chinkiang  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1335. 

Taganrog 

• • 

Id. 

| 1395. 

Tamsui 

• • 

Id. 

1336. 

Galveston  . . 

• • 

8|d. 

1396. 

Chungking  .. 

• • 

lid. 

1337. 

Riga . . 

2d. 

' 1397. 

Philadelphia 

• • 

3id. 

1338. 

Batavia 

• • 

lid. 

j 1398. 

Bilbao 

• « 

• • 

2id. 

1339. 

Boston 

ft  • 

lid. 

1399. 

Dunkirk 

Q ft 

• • 

Id. 

1340. 

Baltimore  . . 

• • 

lid. 

1 1400. 

Amoy 

ft  ft 

ft  • 

lid. 

1341. 

Havre  . . 

2-id. 

1401. 

Tainan 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1342. 

Yera  Cruz  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1402 

1 chang 

• • 

Id. 

1343. 

Saigon 

• ft 

ft  ft 

lid. 

1403. 

Aleppo 

ft  ft 

« • 

Id. 

1344. 

Stockholm  . . 

• ft 

ft  • 

2d. 

1404. 

Madrid 

• » 

• • 

Id. 

1345. 

Galatz 

• • 

lid. 

1405. 

Newch  wang 

ft  ft 

• • 

Id. 

1346. 

Trebizond  . . 

Id. 

1406. 

Wenchow  .. 

• ft 

id. 

1347. 

Algiers  . « 

3d. 

1407. 

Pakhoi 

• ft 

lid. 

1348. 

Amapala  » . 

id. 

1408. 

Hankow  . , 

• • 

Id. 

1349. 

Cherbourg  . . 

Id. 

1409. 

Amsterdam  . . 

Id. 

1350. 

Jerusalem  .. 

Id. 

1410. 

Copenhagen. . 

id. 

1351. 

Santiago 

Id. 

1411. 

Damascus  . . 

Id. 

1352. 

San  Jos6 

Id. 

1412. 

Chefoo 

3d. 

1353. 

Trieste 

3id. 

1413. 

Swatow 

Id. 

1354. 

Madrid 

• • 

2d. 

1414. 

Mannheim  . . 

lid. 

1355. 

Teneriffe 

% ft 

id. 

1415. 

Fiume 

2d. 

1356. 

Havana  « . 

• • 

2d. 

1416. 

Athens 

6d. 

1357. 

Paraguay 

• ft 

5d. 

1417. 

Soul . . 

lid. 

1358. 

Guayaquil  . , 

• • 

4id. 

1418. 

Beyrout 

Id. 

1359. 

Cadiz 

• « 

lid. 

1419. 

Berlin 

lid. 

1360. 

Marseilles  . . 

• • 

lid. 

1420. 

Nice 

3d. 

1361. 

Brest  .. 

Id. 

1421. 

Yokohama  .. 

lid. 

1362.  Svra  . . 

2 id. 

1422. 

Maracaibo  . . 

Id. 

1363. 

Suakin 

Id. 

1423. 

Tunis 

lid. 

1364. 

Callao 

Id. 

1424. 

Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

Id. 

1365. 

Piraeus 

• • 

2d. 

1425. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul . . 

7d. 

1366. 

Stettin 

ft  ft 

2d. 

1426. 

Erzeroum  . . 

Id. 

1367. 

New  Orleans 

• ft 

2id. 

1427. 

Christiauia  . . 

5id. 

1368. 

Angora 

• • 

Id. 

1428. 

Charleston  . . 

• • 

5id. 

1369. 

Antwerp 

ft  9 

2d. 

1429. 

Meshed 

• • 

Id. 

1370. 

Genoa 

• 9 

3id. 

1430. 

Copenhagen. . 

• • 

id. 

1371. 

Batoum 

2d. 

1431. 

Galveston  . . 

2id. 

1372. 

Rouen 

2id. 

1432. 

Hamburg  .. 

2id 

1373. 

Santo  Domingo 

id. 

1433. 

Brindisi 

2id. 

1374. 

Nantes 

ft  ft 

lid. 

1434. 

Gothenburg . . 

2d. 

1375. 

Taganrog  . . 

ft  ft 

2id. 

1435. 

Kiungchow  . . 

Id. 

1376. 

Ispahan 

» ft 

4id. 

1436. 

St.  Petersburg 

id. 

1377. 

Leghorn  . . 

ft  ft 

2d. 

1437. 

Malaga 

Id. 

1378. 

Cagliari 

• • 

Id. 

1438. 

Chicago 

2id. 

1379. 

Boston 

ft  ft 

ft  ft 

Id. 

1439. 

Odessa 

2d. 

1380. 

Palermo 

ft  ft 

• ft 

3d. 

1440. 

Tabreez 

id. 

1381. 

New  York  .. 

• • 

• ft 

2d. 

1441. 

Tahiti 

id. 

1382. 

Zanzibar 

ft  ft 

• ft 

2d. 

1442. 

Shanghai 

2d. 

1383. 

Naples 

lid. 

1443. 

Nagasaki 

Id. 

1384. 

Constantinople 

ft  ft 

2d. 

1444. 

Madrid 

2 4d. 

1385. 

Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

5id. 

1445. 

Malaga 

2id, 

No.  1446. 
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ROTTERDAM. 


Consul  Turing  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley . 

My  Lord,  Rotterdam , Jidy  14,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  herewith  to  transmit  my  Commercial 
Report  for  the  year  1893,  and  have  onty  to  add  that  the  late 
issue  by  the  Rotterdam  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  their  Report 
is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  submitting  mine. 

I have,  &e. 

(Signed)  HENRY  TURING. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Rotterdam  for  the  Year  1893. 
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Introductory  Remarks. 


From  a general  commercial  point  of  view  tlie  results  of  the  year 
Tinder  review  have  been  far  from  satisfactory,  to  which  several 
circumstances  have  contributed. 

The  collapse  of  several  Australian  banks,  the  financial  crisis  in 
the  United  States,  the  uncertainty  regarding  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Sherman  Act  and  any  possible  changes  in  the  American  tariff,  the 
political  disturbances  in  the  South  American  States,  the  financial 
-difficulties  in  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  and  Greece,  and  labour  strikes 
in  several  countries,  all  these  combined  to  bring  about  the  general 
•depression  which  characterised  the  commercial  world  in  1893,  and 
in  which  Holland  duly  shared. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record,  however,  that  notwithstanding  the 
d ulness  in  trade,  Rotterdam  maintained  its  reputation  as  a leading 
continental  port,  as  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  number  of  vessels 
and  the  total  tonnage  that  entered  here  exceeded  the  respective 
figures  for  the  previous  year,  whilst  the  total  imports  show  an 
increase  of  15  per  cent,  as  compared  to  those  of  1892. 


Money  Market. 

The  official  rate  of  discount  fluctuated  between  2 \ per  cent,  and 
per  cent.,  the  latter  figure  being  attained  on  August  21.  The 
heavy  fall  in  the  value  of  American  railway  stocks  caused  serious 
losses  to  investors  and  capitalists,  whilst  the  latter  also  suffered 
heavily  through  the  depreciation  of  Italian  stocks. 


Imports. 

Ooffec,  The  market  was  subject  to  many  fluctuations,  in  a great  measure 

due  to  the  financial  crisis  in  the  United  States  and  the  revolution 
in  the  Brazils,  whilst  the  contradictory  reports  from  the  latter 
country  as  regards  the  probable  yield  of  the  1894-95  crop  greatly 
tended  to  disorganise  the  course  of  prices  in  the  terminal  markets. 


ROTTERDAM. 


The  Brazil  crop  was  first  estimated  at  from  8,000,000  bags  to 

9.000. 000  bags,  but  these  figures  were  found  to  be  greatly  ex- 
aggerated and  were  reduced  to  7,000,000  or  7,500,000,  a subsequent 
estimate  placing  the  probable  yield  at  not  higher  than  6,000,000  or 

7.000. 000  bags. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  imports  from  Santos  amounted 
during  the  year  to  277,400  bags  and  those  from  Africa  to  40,000* 
bags,  in  both  instances  a not  inconsiderable  increase  compared  to 
former  years,  the  larger  arrivals  from  the  Brazils  resulting  from  the 
establishment  of  a direct  line  of  steamers  between  that  country 
and  this  port.  Coffees  from  Central  America  also  find  their  way 
to  this  market,  and  would  no  doubt  do  so  in  larger  quantities  if 
direct  steam  communication  also  existed  between  the  respective 
countries. 

Prices  of  good  ordinary  Java  fluctuated  between  84s.  per  cwt_ 
and  94s.  6<7.  per  cwt. ; and  those  of  Santos  between  75s.  6 d.  per  cwt. 
and  84s.  per  cwt. 

The  total  import  into  the  Netherlands  of  all  kinds  amounted  to 
1,031,100  bags,  against  851,100  bags  in  1892,  of  which  quantities 
415,490  bags  and  397,660  bags  were  for  account  of  private  im- 
porters at  Rotterdam,  the  balance  being  imported  by  the  Nether- 
lands Government  and  private  houses  at  Amsterdam. 

Prices  had  a downward  tendency  throughout  the  greater  part  cere 
of  the  year,  whilst  the  tariff  war  between  Russia  and  Germany 
greatly  tended  to  accentuate  the  uncertainty  which  characterised 
the  markets  of  the  leading  articles. 

When  pointed  out  that  a very  large  proportion  of  the  grain  ex- 
ported from  Russia  arrives  here  for  transhipment  to  Germany,  it  is- 
obvious  that  the  additional  respective  duties  imposed  by  Germany 
on  July  25,  1893,  of  36  per  cent,  and  46  per  cent,  on  Russian 
wheat  and  rye,  seriously  hampered  local  business ; and  although 
the  levying  of  the  new  tax  resulted  in  many  instances  in  forced 
sales  in  this  market  for  German  or  Russian  accounts,  yet  these 
advantages  scarcely  compensated  for  the  harm  caused  by  the  action 
of  the  two  abovenamed  countries. 

The  prices  of  the  undermentioned  grains  ranged  from — 


Description. 

Prices. 

From — 

To— 

Wheat 

Ter  quarter 

£ s.  d. 
15  6 

£ s.  d. 
1 10  0 

Rye 

)9  • * 

0 17  6 

1 3 10 

Barley 

• * 

0 13  6 

0 19  0 

Oats 

Per  cwt. 

! 0 5 6 

0 6 9 

Maize 

P) 

0 4 7 

0 6 0- 

(1833) 
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Tea. 


Sugar. 


The  arrivals  in  the  river  amounted  to  :• — 


Description. 

Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

AVheat  . . 

2,170,000 

2,060,000 

Rye 

1,030,000 

720,000 

Barley’ 

1,320,000 

790,000 

Maize 

1,080,000 

810,000 

Oats . . 

980,000 

170,000 

Total  . . 

6,580,000 

4,550,000 

The  total  imports  into  Holland  of  this  article  amounted  to 
176,100  packages  of  about  80  lbs.  each,  of  which  48,000  packages 
arrived  from  Java.  The  consumption  of  Java  kinds  is  on  the 
increase  in  this  country,  and  unless  the  quality  of  China  descrip- 
tions improve  and  return  to  its  standard  of  former  years,  these 
kinds  bid  fair  to  be  supplanted  within  a not  too  distant  period  by 
Java,  Ceylon,  and  India  teas. 

As  compared  to  1892  the  course  of  prices  during  1893  was  just 
reversed,  for  whereas  in  the  former  year  the  lowest  prices  were 
reached  during  the  summer  months,  the  highest  were  obtained  in 
the  corresponding  period  for  1893.  Towards  the  end  of  March  un- 
favourable reports  were  received  as  to  the  probable  outturn  of  the 
crop  in  Cuba,  whilst  the  general  drought  throughout  Europe  caused 
serious  fears  regarding  the  growing  beetroot  crop.  The  uncertainty 
in  this  respect  continued  until  June  and  resulted  in  a marked  rise 
in  prices,  until  the  long  wished  for  break  in  the  weather  caused 
the  upward  tendency  to  be  arrested,  and  a fall  in  values  set  in 
which  was  accentuated  in  October  by  the  publication  of  figures 
regarding  the  beetroot  crop,  which  instead  of  showing  an  expected 
deficit,  proved  that  a considerable  surplus  would  be  yielded,  and 
prices  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  below  the  lowest  points  reached 
in  the  two  previous  years. 

The  price  of  beet  sugar  was  about — 


In— 

Price  per  Cwt. 

s. 

d. 

January 

. , 

. # 

] 

14 

June.. 

, . 

, # 

, , 

19 

3 

August 

. . 

, # 

, . 

14 

0 

N ovember-December 

• • 

* # 

12 

3 
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Quantity. 


The  arrivals  of  colonial  sugars  in  1893  amounted  to 
„ foreign  refined. . 

„ and  production  of  beet  sugar 
Export  of  refined  sugar 
Deliveries 

Stock  on  December  31  . . ..  ..  . . 


Tons. 

1,414 

6,579 

161,477 

103,366 

151,386 

52,694 


The  beetroot  sugar  manufacturers  in  Holland  produced 
75,000  tons  and  their  financial  year  was  very  satisfactory,  whereas 
refiners  were  less  fortunate  and  in  most  instances  did  a bad  business, 
whilst  the  local  refinery  has  entirely  stopped  work  and  its  premises 
are  about  to  be  sold. 

On  the  whole  1893  was  a disappointing  year  to  many  interested  Tobacco, 
in  the  trade.  The  actual  outturn  of  the  1892  Sumatra  crop  was 
considerably  below  that  of  the  preceding  year  and  this  gave  rise  to 
serious  disappointments,  for  whereas  the  first  arrivals  consisted  of 
fine  light  coloured  descriptions  for  which  exorbitant  prices  were 
paid  by  American  buyers,  the  subsequent  imports  were  much  in- 
ferior in  quality,  whilst  the  cessation  of  purchases  by  America  and 
the  uncertainty  as  to  the  imposition  by  Germany  of  additional 
duties  had  a very  disastrous  influence  on  the  course  of  prices  at 
the  autumn  sales.- 

The  average  price,  however,  was  125  c.  or  about  2s.  Id.  per  lb. 
against  Is.  for  the  1891  crop.  The  total  yield  of  the  Sumatra 
crop  was  136,381  packages  averaging  2s.  Id.  per  lb.,  aggregating- 
in  value  upwards  of  2,200,000Z. 

Tor  the  preceding  15  years  the  financial  results  were  as 

follows : — 


Year. 


Value. 


£ 


1878.. 

..  750,000 

1879.. 

900,000 

1880.. 

1,000,000 

1881.. 

1,200,000 

1882.. 

1,800,000 

1883.. 

1,600,000 

1884.. 

. . : 2,400,000 

1885.. 

..  2,300,000 

1886.. 

2,700,000 

1887.. 

2,180,000 

1888.. 

. . I 2,800,000 

1889.. 

. . : 3,000,000 

1890.. 

..  2,040,000 

1891.. 

. . ! 2,400,000 

1892.. 

..j  2,180,000 

The  1892  crop  of  Java  tobacco  yielded  179,350  packages, 
against  136,726  packages  the  previous  year,  and  the  following 
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Oleo- 

margarine. 


table  shows  the  outturn,  average  price,  and  value  of  the  respective 
crops  for  the  past  15  years  : — 


Year. 

Packages. 

Average  Price. 

Yield. 

Number. 

8. 

d. 

£ 

1878 

153,636 

0 

m 

1,227.750 

1879 

50,271 

1 

i 

453,000 

1880 

149,630 

0 

8 

838,917 

1881 

195,771 

0 

5* 

758,333 

1882 

73,798 

0 

6 

297,500 

1883 

76,473 

0 

9* 

534,583 

1884 

122,806 

0 

7 

652,166 

1885 

109,701 

0 

7 

602,333 

1886 

106,640 

0 

n 

568,500 

1887 

138,309 

0 

n 

771,166 

1888 

169,837 

0 

5i 

661,833 

1889 

141,150 

0 

6 

625,000 

1890 

182,406 

0 

5 

666,666 

1891 

136,726 

0 

61 

653,166 

1892 

179,350 

0 

6£ 

848,666 

The  arrivals  from  British  Borneo  were  smaller  than  last  year,, 
but  the  quality  was  superior,  and  hence  the  average  price  was 
about  8 <7.  per  lb.  higher,  and  averaged  nearly  2s.  per  lb. 

The  tobacco  from  Dutch  Borneo  was  on  the  whole  inferior,  and 
fetched  but  low  prices,  excepting  in  one  instance  where  the 
produce  from  the  estate  wTas  very  fine  and  realised  3s.  Id. 

The  market  experienced  many  and  wide  fluctuations  during 
the  year,  caused  in  the  first  instance  by  moderate  stocks  in  first, 
and  small  supplies  in  second  hands,  and  advancing  prices  of  neutral 
lard,  which  circumstances  combined  to  bring  about  a speculative 
movement,  and  prices  rose  from  21.  16s.  3d.  to  3/.  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
within  a very  short  period.  This  resulted  in  larger  shipments 
from  America,  and  with  a sharp  decline  in  the  value  of  lard, 
coupled  with  dull  markets  for  butter,  prices  soon  experienced  a 
fall  to  21.  12 s.  6(7.  to  21.  11s.  6(7.  for  first  and  to  21.  10s.  to  21.  9s. 
for  second  quality,  at  which  rates  manufacturers  bought  freely. 
The  drought,  which  commenced  in  April  and  continued  uninter- 
ruptedly till  the  first  fortnight  in  July,  caused  prices  of  hay  and 
other  fodder  to  rise  enormously,  and  hence  it  was  feared  that 
butter  would  become  scarce  and  dearer,  and  the  demand  for 
margarine  would  thereby  be  considerably  stimulated.  Under  this 
impression  prices  for  first  qualities  advanced  to  21.  18s.  to  21.  19s., 
and  a further  considerable  rise  was  looked  for,  when  suddenly  the 
financial  crisis  in  the  United  States  broke  out,  and  holders  of  goods 
were  forced  to  realise,  causing  values  to  recede  to  21.  11s.  6<7.  to 
21.  10s.  10J.  A further  decline  was  arrested  through  decreased 
shipments  from  America,  but  business  remained  quiet  and  was  of 
little  importance,  the  margarine  manufacturers  holding  ample  stocks 
of  the  raw  material,  whilst  the  strikes  in  the  mining  districts  in 
England  unfavourably  influenced  consumption.  In  October  prices 
rose  to  21.  19s.  9 d.,  and  in  December  the  market  closed  at 
21.  15s.  6d,  with  an  upward  tendency. 
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The  arrivals  from  America  were  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Tierces. 

In  1893 

• • • • • • 

225,100 

1892 

• • • • . • 

230,439 

1891 

• • , , • # 

189,500 

1890 

• • , , . , 

264,000 

1889 



245,000 

The  average  annual  consumption  of  American  oleo-margarine 
for  the  last  5 years  was  230,000  tierces,  or  about  4,435  tierces  per 
week. 

Neutral  lard  is  also  largely  imported  here  from  America,  as  Neutral  lard, 
shown  by  the  following  figures  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Tierces. 

In  1893  

78,500 

1892  

111,600 

1891  

62,200 

1890  

50,000 

The  market  opened  at  29/.  12s.  per  ton,  which  price  soon  Refined 
advanced  to  42/.  6s.  per  ton  under  the  influence  of  small  stocks  cotton  seed 
and  decreasing  arrivals,  and  consumers  were  forced  to  supply  their  0l1- 
requirements  in  Trieste  and  Marseilles.  Subsequently  the  market 
declined  owing  to  larger  arrivals  and  the  fall  in  the  value  of  lard, 
the  latter  greatly  influencing  prices  of  cotton-seed  oil,  which  article 
is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  so-called  “ compound  lard,”  and 
prices  of  spot  oil  receded  to  27/.  to  25/.  10s.  per  ton,  and  for 
delivery,  ex  the  new  crop,  large  contracts  were  effected  at  25/.  10s. 
to  24/.  10s.  per  ton. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  an  exact  return  of  the  imports  during 
the  past  year  as  a large  proportion  came  from  Trieste,  Genoa, 
and  Marseilles,  via  England  ; but  assuming  these  indirect  importa- 
tions to  have  amounted  to  13,000  barrels,  the  total  arrivals  of 
American  cotton-seed  oil  in  Holland  may  be  estimated  at  90,000 
barrels,  against  100,000  barrels  in  1892. 

In  connection  with  this  article  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  The  Holland- 
to  allude  to  the  company  which  has  been  formed  by  the  American  qJj 
Cotton  Oil  Company,  of  New  York,  for  the  storage  in  this  city,  and  company’s 
the  forwarding  of  its  manufactures  such  as  oil,  seed  cakes,  and  Stores, 
other  analogous  products.  Guided  by  the  experience  in  the  matter 
of  tank-steamers  for  petroleum,  it  was  decided  to  employ  the 
same  means  of  transport  for  cotton  oil,  a considerable  saving  being 
thereby  effected  in  the  charges  for  loading  and  discharging,  coupled 
with  cheaper  rates  of  freight,  whilst  the  cost  of  storing  in  tanks 
are  likewise  lower  and  the  manipulation  is  simpler  than  in  the 
case  of  oil  in  barrels. 
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Petroleum. 


Owing  to  the  very  favourable  geographical  position  of  Rotter- 
dam as  a continental  port  whence  Germany  and  the  other  countries 
of  Europe  can  easily  be  reached  at  low  freights,  coupled  with  the 
great  facilities  for  vessels  of  all  sizes  to  load  and  discharge  here, 
the  American  Cotton  Oil  Company  decided  to  establish  their  chief 
European  office  in  this  city,  and  a plot  of  ground  was  bought  from 
the  town  authorities  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  where  several 
tanks  have  been  built,  and  also  a factory  for  the  manufacture  of 
seed-cake  and  flour,  together  with  the  necessary  pumping  and  other 
machinery. 

Landing  stages  have  been  erected  by  the  local  authorities, 
nearly  the  whole  cost  of  which  will  be  defrayed  by  them,  whilst 
the  railway  companies  have  arranged  to  connect  the  works  with 
the  main  line  of  rail.  Tank-wagons  and  tank-lighters  are  being 
constructed  for  the  delivery  of  the  oil  to  consumers,  and  these 
latter  are  preparing  storage  tanks  for  their  own  use. 

The  “Aco”  tank-steamer,  capable  of  carrying  4,200  tons  of 
oil  or  cakes,  and  furnished  with  machinery  capable  of  discharging 
the  whole  cargo  in  48  hours,  was  built  at  the  Inch  Works,  in 
Glasgow,  and  will  be  placed  under  the  Dutch  flag,  whilst  the  other 
properties  will  be  likewise  transferred  to  the  local  company,  which 
will  become  a Dutch  undertaking  with  a capital  of  104,000/.  fully 
paid  up  by  the  parent  company  under  the  style  of  the  Holland- 
American  Cotton  Oil  Company. 

Rotterdam  continues  to  maintain  its  position  as  the  principal 
port  of  entry  for  this  article,  and  180,000  tons  were  imported, 
against  150,000  tons  in.  1892.  Business,  however,  was  not 
remunerative,  as  a result  of  excessive  competition  under  which 
the  whole  trade  seems  to  be  suffering.  A second  firm  has  started 

O 

the  importation  of  Russian  petroleum. 
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Table  showing  the  Principal  Articles  Imported  into  Rotterdam 
during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

Ore  . . 

Tons. 

1,196,288 

Tons. 

1,121,198 

Cereals — 
Wheat  .. 

548,005 

520,572 

Rye  

212,368 

243,947 

150,919 

Barley 

145,264 

Maize  . . . . . . 

268,113 

203,893 

Oats 

159,640 

26,070 

All  others 

144,988 

116,619 

Coffee  

44,509 

42,730 

Metals,  manufactured 

244,629 

189,894 

,,  immanufactured  . . 

71,515 

78,032 

Oleo-margarine 

46,493 

43,583 

Oils— 

Ground-nuts 

5,746 

4,491 

Cotton  . . 

29,069 

28,488 

Sesame  and  other  edible 

9,909 

8,033 

Others,  including  palm-oil 

33,926 

35,904 

Petroleum  . . 

190,574 

147,994 

Lard 

13,121 

17,027 

Rice. . 

42,880 

35,582 

Coals 

274,634 

301,432 

Sugar,  raw  . . 

21,124 

30,316 

Tobacco,  cigars 

22,808 

22,266 

Seeds 

98,222 

94,997 

Miscellaneous 

1,014,388 

913,545 

Total 

•• 

4,936,896 

1 4,278,849 

Shipping  ancl  Navigation. 

The  satisfactory  condition  of  the  “ New  Waterway,”  the 
channel  through  which  vessels  entering  at  the  Hook  of  Holland 
reach  the  River  Maas,  has  been  fully  maintained,  the  greatest 
depth  in  the  principal  fairway  reaching  26 ^ feet  under  low- 
water  mark.  Dredging  is  always  carried  on  to  a greater  or  less 
extent,  but  thanks  to  the  natural  process  of  scouring,  it  does 
not  require  to  be  resorted  to  to  the  same  extent  as  formerly,  whilst 
the  channel  is  navigable  at  all  times  for  vessels  drawing  21  feet 
and  upwards  without  their  requiring  to  break  bulk. 

In  1893,  8,708  steamers  and  920  sailing  vessels  measuring 
.7,219,844  tons,  exclusive  of  3,928  fishing  boats,  passed  the  New 
Waterway,  against  last  year,  8,303  steamers  and  888  sailing  vessels 
with  a tonnage  of  6,417,232  tons. 

The  number  of  vessels  that  entered  this  port  direct  from  sea 
was — 
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Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

i 

Tons  Net. 

In  1893  

4,631 

3,566,170 

3892  

4,423 

3,120,698 

Increase,  1893 

208 

445,472 

Bet  URN  of  Vessels  Entered  at  Botterdam  showing  the  respective 

Nationalities. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

1 

Number  of 

Tons 

Number  of  j 

Tons 

Number  of 

Tons 

Vessels. 

Gross. 

Vessels. 

Gross. 

Vessels. 

Gross. 

Belgian 

1 

129 

7 

1,191 

8 

1,320 

,xJDanish 

17 

3,751 

43 

48,774 

60 

52,525 

. /’’'"English 

146 

61,411 

2,682 

3,380,987 

2,828 

3,442,398 

'’"SFrench 

5 

3,175 

14 

14,673 

19 

17,848 

*■ i Greek 

24 

53,015 

24 

53,015 

^"Italian 

’ll 

6*211 

1 

1.811 

12 

8,022 

*" — -Dutch 

61 

11,240 

733  1 

914,270 

794 

925,510 

"'American  ... 

2 

2,916 

2 

2,916 

— -German 

29 

14,212 

565 

54*3^997 

594 

5*8,209 

Norwegian ... 

87 

43,581 

62 

49,449 

149 

93,030 

Austrian  . . . 

3 

2,430 

5 

9,919 

8 

12,349 

“^Russian 

13 

5,163 

1 

1,672 

14 

6,835 

Spanish 

66 

122,299 

66 

122,299 

Swedish 

17 

9*005 

36 

19,606 

53 

28,611 

—Total 

392 

163,224 

4,239 

5,161,663 

4,631 

5,324,887 

Comparative  Statement  of  Entries  at  other  Continental  Ports 
during  the  Years  1893-92. 


1893. 

1892. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons  Net. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons  Net. 

Dunkirk 

2,888 

1,526,442 

2,910 

1,448,002 

Havre 

2,324 

2,067,850 

2,315 

2,069,714 

Hamburg 

8,792 

5,886,000 

8,569 

5,638,433 

Bremeu 

2,442 

878,712 

3,612 

1,996,378 

Antwerp 

•• 

4,418 

4,692,211 

4,321 

4,500,091 

Amsterdam  . . 

1,556 

1,158,478 

1,632 

1,170,231 

Rotterdam  . . 

..j 

| 4,631 

j 

3,566,170 

4,423 

3,120,698 

Return  of  Steamers  and  Sailing  Vessels  Registered  at  Rotterdam  and  Neighbourhood. 
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NETHERLANDS. 


Freights. 


Railway. 


The  total  mercantile  fleet  of  the  Netherlands  was  on  December 
31,  1893,  596  vessels  measuring  292,597  tons,  and  on  December 
31,  1892,  597  vessels  measuring  290,533  tons. 

Freights  were  in  general  not  remunerative.  Those  for  the 
Mediterranean,  which  in  1892  already  were  low,  receded  still 
further,  whilst  the  rates  for  grain  from  America  were  decidedly 
bad.  On  the  other  hand,  outward  freights  to  South  America 
advanced,  owing  to  the  political  disturbances  in  that  country 
whereby  the  chances  of  obtaining  homeward  cargo  were  greatly 
jeopardised,  whilst  the  rates  from  the  Danube  and  Black  Sea  were 
generally  satisfactory. 

The  following  rates  for  this  port  were  : — 


From — - 

Rate  of  Freights. 

From — ■ 

To— 

Sundsval 

Per  standard  . . 

£ s.  d. 
12  0 

£ s.  d. 
13  0 

Hernosand  . . . . . . | 

;;  • • 

1 2 0 

13  0 

Cronstadt  . . . . . , 

12  0 

13  0 

Oxelsund 

Per  ton  . . 

.. 

0 5 41 

Danube 

99  • • • • 

0 13  0 

0 16  6 

Odessa  . . . . . . 

0 10  0 

Bilbao 

99  • • • • 

0 6 0 

Seriphos 

99  • • • • 

0 9 0 

Bona  . . . . . . 

91  • • • • 

0 7 9 

New  York  . . . . . . 

Per  quarter 

99  • • • • 

0 2 4£ 

Baltimore  . . * . . . 

0 2 9 

Ne  therlands-India — 

Coffee  . . . . . . J 

Per  1,800  kilos. 

5 16  8 

Tobacco  . . . . . . 1 

Per  800  kilos.  . . 

3 8 10 

Tin 

Per  2,100  kilos. 

2 18 

The  opening  of  the  Manchester  Canal  has  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  a direct  line  of  steamers  between  Manchester 
and  this  port. 


Public  Works. 

The  Expropriation  Bill  for  constructing  a line  between  the 
station  in  the  north  part  of  the  city  and  that  at  the  eastern 
extremity  has  passed  the  Legislative  Chambers.  The  necessity 
of  such  a line  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  it  is  extremely  difficult 
for  large  steamers  to  reach  the  eastern  station  (formerly  the 
Bhenisli  railway  station)  owing  to  their  having  now  to  pass  two 
bridges,  whilst  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river  there  should  be  harbours  and  quays  in  direct 
communication  with  the  existing  railway  system.  These  works 
will  entail  a very  large  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  town ; but 
in  view  of  their  importance  from  a commercial  point  of  view  the 
necessary  funds  will  no  doubt  be  voted  in  due  course.  Towards 
the  construction  of  the  connecting  link  by  the  Dutch  Bail  way 
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Company,  a sum  of  100,000/.  will  be  contributed  by  the  State,  the 
total  cost  being  estimated  at  160,000/. 

The  harbour  of  Katendrecht  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  was  Harbour 
completed  and  can  accommodate  10  steamers.  It  is  about  660  works, 
feet  long  and  about  360  feet  wide,  and  on  the  south  bank  is  provided 
with  a shield  constructed  of  heavy  timber,  to  enable  steamers  to 
run  at  it  for  the  purpose  of  trying  their  engines.  The  Rhine 
harbour,  also  on  the  left  bank,  has  been  further  deepened,  and 
afforded  a good  refuge  during  the  severe  winter  for  the  enormous 
number  of  German  lighters  annually  visiting  this  port,  whilst  that 
portion  of  it,  having  a depth  of  23  feet,  was  at  the  same  time 
occupied  by  large  steamers  which  could  thus  continue  to  discharge 
their  cargoes  into  barges,  instead  of  otherwise  lying  idle  at  the 
buoys  in  the  river.  The  town  council  have  already  voted  the 
necessary  funds  for  erecting  substantial  quays  alongside  this 
harbour,  and  a portion  of  these,  to  the  extent  of  46  feet,  has  just 
been  finished. 

The  land  in  the  immediate  vicinity  is  admirably  suited  to  the 
erection  of  industrial  or  other  works,  and  with  this  view  the 
municipal  authorities  have  granted  60,000/.  for  the  laying  out  of 
streets  in  this  neighbourhood.  On  the  completion  of  all  these 
works,  it  is  estimated  that  the  total  expenditure  in  respect  of  the 
Katendrecht  and  Rhine  harbours  will  amount  to  upwards  of 
300,000/.  Against  this  sum,  however,  can  now  be  placed  the  value 
of  the  land  already  sold,  namely  33,000/.,  and  an  annual  amount  of 
2,000/.  for  ground  rent. 

Large  warehouses  built  for  account  of  a company  at  Amsterdam  Warehouses, 
were  finished  and  are  now  in  use,  whilst  for  a private  local  firm  of 
wharfingers,  operations  have  commenced  for  the  erection  of  a 
similar  building. 

Two  new  tanks  were  added  to  those  already  existing  on  Stores  for 
the  premises  of  the  firm,  officially  recognised  as  “ the  Ware-  petroleum, 
housemasters,”  whilst  adjoining  the  territory  of  the  American 
Petroleum  Company  a plot  of  ground  has  been  leased  to  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Nobel  Brothers  for  the  sale  of 
Russian  oil.  Allusion  has  already  been  made  in  this  report  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Holland- American  Cotton  Oil  Company’s 
works,  which,  as  well  as  the  aforenamed  warehouse  and  petroleum 
stores,  are  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  where  also  is  found 
the  dry  dock  which  during  1893  was  employed  by  128  vessels  and  Dry  dock, 
yielded  a revenue  of  nearly  9,000/. 

Last  year  the  town  council  voted  60,000/.  for  laying  down  the  Electric  light, 
necessary  plant  for  lighting  the  city  by  electricity  and 'for  using  it 
as  a motive  power  in  the  docks  ; and  the  work  has  been  entrusted 
to  Messrs.  Siemens  and  Halske,  of  Berlin.  The  wires  are  now 
being  laid ; and  next  month  all  the  arrangements  will  have  been 
completed. 


Industries. 


Shipbuilding 


With  the  exception  of  new  boilers  for  several  inland  craft  and  ^undr^works 
for  two  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  Netherlands-American  0f  the Y 
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Netherlands. 


N etherlands 

Steamboat 

Company. 


“The  Maas  ” 
shipbuilding 
yard  and 
foundry. 


Distilleries. 


Cigar 

manufactories, 


Margarine 

manufactories, 


Chocolati 

manufactories, 


Chemical 

manufactory. 


Flour-mill. 


Steamship  Company,  no  works  of  any  magnitude  were  carried  out 
during  the  year,  the  total  number  of  workmen  employed  having- 
been  648,  against  954  in  1892,  the  respective  amounts  of  wages 
earned  having  reached  40,000/.  and  46,000/.  No  disputes  with 
the  labourers  occurred  throughout  the  year. 

No  vessels  were  built  and  work  was  confined  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  two  triple  compound  machines  and  to  repairs  to  vessels 
and  machineries,  which  gave  employment  to  225  men  at  a cost  of 
10,800/.  The  company  paid  a dividend  of  4 per  cent,  for  the  past 
year. 

The  financial  outturns  of  these  concerns  were  not  satisfactory. 
Of  a proposed  treaty  with  Portugal,  whereby  the  import  duties 
would  be  lowered,  no  further  mention  is  made,  and  competition 
with  the  home-made  article  is  thus  becoming  keener  and  more 
difficult. 

The  trade  with  Australia  is  very  unsatisfactory,  which  may 
improve  should  the  duties  there  be  lowered,  of  which  there  is  a 
rumour  as  the  increased  rates  have  not  led  to  the  expected  im- 
provement in  the  finances  of  the  colony.  Large  quantities  of 
Geneva  are  shipped  direct  from  this  port  to  Africa,  in  which  quality 
is  sacrificed  to  price.  Germany  and  Denmark  are  keen  competitors 
in  the  African  markets,  and  Dutch  distillers  complain  of  the  in- 
fringement of  their  marks  by  foreigners,  against  whom  they  have 
no  recourse. 

These  undertakings  worked  regularly,  and  on  the  whole  satis- 
factorily ; and  no  strikes  occurred  amongst  the  labourers  as  was  the 
case  in  some  other  places.  Home-made  cigars  are  principally 
exported  to  Germany,  France,  Great  Britain,  the  Dutch  and  English 
colonies,  Norway,  Sweden,  and  the  Levant. 

The  outturn  of  the  several  factories  was  larger  than  last  year, 
and  many  be  ascribed  to  the  favourable  position  of  this  port  as 
regards  its  contiguity  to  the  great  centre  of  consumption,  namely 
the  United  Kingdom;  but  the  increasing  arrivals  there  of 
Australian  and  New  Zealand  butter  duly  influenced  the  course  of 
prices  of  margarine. 

Business  in  this  line  was  remunerative.  The  principal  countries 
to  which  the  Dutch  article  finds  its  way  are  Belgium,  the  Dutch 
colonies,  and  England. 

The  local  factory  has  to  compete  very  keenly  with  English 
soap-makers,  which  latter  refine  their  own  glycerine.  It  exports 
its  products  to  Germany,  England,  Norway,  Denmark,  Belgium, 
and  America. 

1893  has  been  most  unsatisfactory  for  millers,  the  very  high 
duties  in  the  neighbouring  countries,  excepting  in  Belgium  and 
England,  necessitating  business  to  be  confined  to  home  consump- 
tion, and  in  this  branch  keen  competition  was  experienced  through 
the  large  arrivals  of  inferior  American  flour  with  which  the  market 
was  flooded;  and  as  a result,  several  mills  have  already  been 
closed. 
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No. 

Price,  i 

No. 

Price. 

1329.  Paramaribo  . . 

o • 

..  Hd.  1 

1388.  Madeira 

, , 

..  id. 

1330.  St.  Petersburg 

e « 

..  2|d. 

1389,  Panama 

..  Hd. 

1331.  Patras.. 

1390.  New  Orleans 

, . 

..  2 id. 

1332.  Calais  . . «• 

..  2|d. 

1391.  Manila.. 

..  2d. 

1333.  Loanda 

# k 

..  Id. 

1392.  Foochow 

. . 

..  Id. 

1334.  Bordeaux 

..  2|d. 

1393.  Ningpo 

. . 

. . Id. 

1335.  Taganrog 

, , 

..  Id. 

1394.  Chinkiang 

. . 

..  Id. 

1336.  Galveston 

4 # 

..  8id. 

1395.  Tamsui 

, , 

..  Id. 

1337.  Riga  .. 

. m 

..  2d. 

1396.  Chungking 

. . 

..  lid. 

1338.  Batavia 

..  lid. 

1397.  Philadelphia 

. . 

..  3|d. 

1339.  Boston.. 

..  lid. 

1398.  Bilbao. . 

. . 

..  2id. 

1340.  Baltimore 

..  lid. 

1399.  Dunkirk 

. , 

..  Id. 

1341.  Havre.. 

, , 

..  2 id. 

1400.  Ampy  . . 

, , 

..  Hd. 

1342.  Vera  Cruz  . . 

, . 

..  Id, 

1401.  Tainan 

. . 

..  Id. 

1343.  Saigon.. 

lid. 

1402.  Icliang 

..  Id. 

1344.  Stockholm 

..  2d. 

1403.  Aleppo 

..  Id. 

1345.  Galatz.. 

..  lid. 

1404.  Madrid 

..  Id. 

1346.  Trebizond 

..  Id. 

1405.  Newchwang 

..  Id. 

1347.  Algiers 

..  3d. 

1406.  Wenchow 

. . 

..  id. 

1348.  Amapala  . . 

..  id. 

1407  Pakhoi 

. . 

..  l|d. 

1349.  Cherbourg 

..  Id. 

1408.  Hankow 

, , 

..  Id. 

1350.  Jerusalem 

..  Id. 

1409.  Amsterdam 

..  Id. 

1351.  Santiago 

, , 

..  Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen 

..  id. 

1352.  San  Jose 

• • 

..  Id. 

1411.  Damascus 

, . 

..  Id. 

1353.  Trieste 

• • 

..  3id. 

1412.  Chefoo.. 

. , 

..  3d. 

1354.  Madrid 

..  2d. 

1413.  Swatow 

, . 

..  Id. 

1355.  Teneriffe 

• • 

..  id. 

1414.  Mannheim 

, , 

..  lid. 

1356.  Havana 

..  2d. 

1415.  Fiume.. 

..  2d. 

1357.  Paraguay  .« 

, , 

..  5d. 

1416.  Athens 

, , 

..  6d. 

1358.  Guayaquil 

..  4id. 

1417.  Soul  .. 

1359.  Cadiz  . . 

1418.  Beyrout 

. . 

..  Id. 

1360.  Marseilles 

, # 

..  lid. 

1419.  Berlin.. 

..  Hd. 

1361.  Brest  .. 

..  Id. 

1420.  Nice  .. 

..  3d. 

1362.  Syra  .. 

1421.  Yokohama 

..  lid. 

1363.  Suakin. . . . 

j 1422.  Maracaibo 

# # 

..  Id. 

1364.  Callao.. 

! 1423.  Tunis  .. 

1365.  Piraeus 

..  2d. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

..  Id. 

1366.  Stettin.. 

..  2d. 

; 1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

t 0 

..  7d. 

1367.  New  Orleans  .. 

..  2id. 

' 1426.  Erzeroum 

• 0 

• • 

..  Id. 

1368.  Angora  .» 

..  Id. 

1427.  Christiania 

, , 

..  5id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

..  2d. 

1428.  Charleston 

# , 

• • 

..  5id. 

1370.  Genoa  . . 

« # 

..  3|d. 

1429.  Meshed 

..  Id. 

1371.  Batoum 

, . 

. . 2d; 

1430.  Copenhagen 

, , 

,.  id. 

1372.  Rouen.. 

..  2id. 

! 1431.  Galveston 

, , 

, # 

..  2id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

. , 

..  id. 

1432.  Hamburg 

, , 

..  2kd. 

1374.  Nantes  .* 

..  lid. 

1433.  Brindisi 

..  2id. 

1375.  Taganrog  .. 

. . 

..  2fd. 

1434.  Gothenburg 

• • 

..  2d. 

1376.  Ispahan  .. 

. . 

..  4|d. 

1435.  Kiungchow 

• • 

..  Id. 

1377.  Leghorn 

. . 

..  2d. 

1436.  St.  Petersburg 

..  id. 

1378.  Cagliari 

. . 

..  Id. 

1 1437.  Malaga 

, , 

• • 

..  Id. 

1379.  Boston 

. . 

..  Id. 

| 1438.  Chicago 

• • 

..  2id. 

1380.  Palermo 

. , 

..  3d. 

| 1439.  Odessa 

, # 

..  2d. 

1381.  New  York 

, . 

..  2d. 

1 1440.  Tabreez 

..  id. 

1382.  Zanzibar 

. , 

..  2d. 

! 1441.  Tahiti . . 

1383.  Naples 

. . 

..  lid. 

1442.  Shanghai 

, # 

..  2d. 

1384.  Constantinople 

. , 

..  2d. 

1443.  Nagasaki 

# # 

• # 

..  Id. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres.. 

. . 

..  5|d. 

1444.  Madrid 

• • 

..  2id. 

1386.  Caracas 

. . 

..  lid. 

1445.  Malaga 

• • 

# # 

..  2id. 

387.  Vienna 

.. 

..  lid. 

1 1446.  Rotterdam 

• 0 

..  Id. 

No.  1447. 

Reference  to  previous  Report , Annual  Series  No.  1259. 
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PORT  SAID. 


Consul  Gould  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

My  Lord,  Port  Said , Jidy  13,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  a Report  on 
the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Port  Said  for  1893,  together  with  a 
Report  by  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Norrish  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
of  Suez. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  G.  B.  GOULD. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Port  Said  and  Suez  for  the 

Year  1893. 
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Imports. 

The  total  import  of  coal  for  the  year  1893  amounted  to 
940,755  tons,  being  less  than  the  year  1892  by  78,899  tons.  The 
total  shipping  is  less  than  1892  by  1,127,702  tons  ; hence  the 
falling-off  in  the  coal  import,  which  is  mainly  for  the  supply  of 
the  passing  shipping. 

Of  these  940,755  tons  the  Suez  Canal  Company  absorbed,  for 
local  consumption,  9,254  tons ; the  local  gas  company,  1,318  tons ; 
and  6,000  tons  were  taken  by  local  Arab  dealers  and  distributed 
in  the  neighbouring  country.  The  remainder,  viz.,  924,183  tons, 
was  for  the  supply  of  the  passing  shipping. 

The  custom-house  duty  chargeable  on  coal  sold  for  internal 
consumption  is  8 per  cent.  A duty  of  1 per  cent,  only  is  charged 
on  coal  merely  deposited  for  the  supply  of  ships. 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  the  last  4 years*  import  of 
petroleum  : — 


1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 


Year. 


Quantity. 

Cases. 


112,702 

115,028 

143,045 

300,291 


There  is  here  shown  a steady  and  rapid  increase  in  the  import 
of  this  article. 

A Government  store  is  under  discussion,  to  enable  the  safe 
deposit  of  quantities  of  petroleum  here.  At  present  the  importers 
send  it  at  once  to  their  own  depdts  in  the  interior.  With  facilities 
for  dealing  with  petroleum  here  a still  further  increase  in  the 
import  may  be  expected. 

The  import  of  frozen  meat  from  Australia  continues  to 
increase. 

There  is  a considerable  import  of  wood  (chiefly  from  Austria) 


PORT  SAID. 


3 


and  of  bricks  and  cement  this  year ; however,  there  is  not  quite 
so  much  as  last  year,  indicating,  perhaps,  an  approaching  pause  in 
the  building  of  new  houses,  which  however  has  not  yet  out- 
stripped the  demand. 

There  is  a distinct  increase  in  the  amount  passing  through  the  Tobacco, 
customs,  indicating,  I think,  greater  efficiency  in  the  coastguard 
and  customs  services  rather  than  any  real  increase  in  trade. 


Trans-shipment  Trade, 

The  trans-shipment  trade  here  increases.  Coffee,  tea,  pepper,  Traus-ship- 
spices,  ginger,  cotton,  gunny-bags,  hides,  and  tobacco  brought  from  menfc  trado 
the  East  are  trans-shipped  here  for  redistribution  among  the 
Mediterranean  and  Black  Sea  ports.  Dates  are  brought  from 
Bussorah  in  considerable  quantities,  and  are  re-shipped  to  Syria 
and  Turkey.  I have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  obtain  reliable 
detailed  statistics  of  the  trans-shipment  trade,  but,  judging  from 
the  increasing  activity  apparent  in  the  part  of  the  harbour 
devoted  to  this  trade,  I believe  that  the  increase  is  very  con- 
siderable, and  I hope  in  future  to  be  able  to  supply  further 
statistics  on  the  subject. 


Canal  Traffic . 

The  total  number  of  vessels  transiting  the  canal  in  1893  was  Navigation 
3,341,  of  which  2,405  were  British. 

The  following  two  tables  show  the  figures  for  1893  and  the 
two  preceding  years  : — 


Table  showing  the  Number  and  Tonnage*  of  Vessels  Transiting 
the  Canal  during  the  Years  1891-93,  divided  according  to 
Nationality. 


Nationality. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

American  ... 

1 

619 

2 

1,253 

3 

6,526 

— ^Austrian  ... 

51 

169,399 

61 

191,144 

71 

251,467 

Belgian 

... 

4 

7,429 

1 

2,546 

Brazilian  ... 

1 

1,119 

^ — -British 

3,21*7 

9, 484, *608 

2,581 

8,10*1*904 

2,405 

7,977,727 

Chinese 

2 

3,455 

Danish 

**‘l 

*963 

^ ,^r>ntph 

147 

369,346 

*177 

433*542 

178 

443*147 

Egyptian  ... 

1 

294 

2 

2,462 

5 

7,466 

( -French  ... 

171 

616,964 

174 

635,585 

190 

702,634 

— German 

318 

870,548 

292 

809,013 

272 

798,929 

Greek 

5 

4,570 

6 

13,845 

... 

Hawaian 

y- — Italian 

116 

275]  861 

*74 

19*8, *205 

*67 

183*492 

——Japanese  ... 

6 

12,794 

3 

5,941 

1 

2,846 

Norwegian  ... 

55 

114,016 

66 

146,524 

50 

119,615 

Ottoman  ... 

40 

60,019 

43 

66,239 

34 

55,406 

Portuguese ... 

29 

74,798 

23 

74,830 

10 

17,398 

, — — Kussian 

21 

64,554 

22 

74,553 

24 

82,767 

Siamese 

1 

2,228 

Spanish 

'*28 

9*8^627 

26 

98,240 

*29 

100*706 

Total 

4,207 

12,217,980 

3,559 

10,866,492 

3,341 

10,753,790 

^1836) 
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Table  showing  the  Percentage  of  the  Total  Traffic  through  the 
Canal  during  the  Years  1891-93,  under  the  various  National 
Flags. 


Nationality. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

American 

0-02 

0*01 

0-06 

0-01 

0-09 

0-06 

Austrian 

1*21 

1-39 

1-71 

1-76 

2-12 

2-34 

Belgian 

... 

0-11 

0-07 

0-03 

0-02 

Brazilian 

... 

0-03 

0-01 

British 

76*47 

77**63 

72-52 

74*56 

71-98 

74-18 

Chinese 

0-06 

0-03 

Danish 

0**02 

o*:oi 

... 

Dutch 

3*49 

3-02 

4**97 

3**99 

5**33 

4-12 

Egyptian 

0*02 

0-002 

0-06 

0-02 

0-15 

0-07 

French 

4*07 

5 *05 

4-89 

5-85 

5-69 

6 *53 

German 

7 56 

712 

8-20 

7-44 

8-14 

7-43 

Greek 

0-12 

0-04 

0-17 

0-13 

Hawaian 

Italian 

2**76 

2**26 

2"08 

1*82 

2 ’-00 

1**71 

Japanese 

0-14 

0-10 

0-08 

0-05 

0-03 

0-03 

Norwegian 

1-31 

0*93 

1-85 

1-35 

1 -50 

1-11 

Ottoman 

0-95 

0-49 

1-21 

0-61 

1-02 

0-52 

Portuguese 

0-69 

0-61 

0-65 

0-69 

0-30 

0-16 

Russian 

0-50 

0-53 

0-62 

0 69 

0-72 

0-77 

Siamese 

0-03 

0-03 

Spanish 

6*67 

0*81 

0-73 

0-90 

0**87 

0 *'94 

Total 

100*00 

100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

100  -oo 

100  -oo 

The  next  table  show3  the  total  number  of  vessels  which 
entered  the  harbour  of  Port  Said  during  the  last  5 years. 


Table  showing  the  Number  and  Classification  of  Vessels  Entering 
the  Harbour  of  Port  Said,  and  Transiting  the  Canal  or 
otherwise. 


Number  of  Vessels  which  Entered 

the  Harbour  of  Port  Said. 

Vessels  which 

Vessels  which 

Year. 

Transited 

did  not  Transit 

the  Canal. 

the  Canal. 

Steamers. 

Sailing 

Vessels. 

Total. 

1889 

4,192 

4,267 

36 

4,228 

3,425 

803 

1890 

49 

4,316 

3,389 

927 

1891 

6,266 

30 

6,296 

4,207 

2,089* 

1892 

4,195 

20 

4,215 

3,559 

656 

1893 

4,024 

20 

4,044 

3,341 

703 

* It  is  doubtful  if  these  figures  can  be  correct  as  no  reason  can  be  found  for 
the  abnormal  number  of  vessels  which  appear  as  having  entered  the  harbour,  but 
as  not  having  transited  the  canal  in  1891.  Application  has  been  made  to  the  Canal 
Company  here  for  an  explanation,  but  without  result.  It  is  probable  that  the 
figures,  which  are  taken  from  returns  made  up  in  Paris,  include  small  coasters  not 
usually  shown  in  the  returns,  or  else  that  there  is  a clerical  or  printer’s  error.  The 

corresponding  figures  given  by  the  post  office  here  for  1891  are  763. 
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The  principal  entire  cargoes  homeward  have  been—  principal 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Rice  ..  .«  ..  •• 

640,350 

682,776 

577,750 

Wheat  . . 

513,100 

289,370 

132,100 

Sugar 

233,300  1 

231,815 

320,740 

Oil  seeds 

161,700 

144,130 

148,780 

Tea  ••  ..  • . . . 

79,700 

50,800 

77,968 

AY  ool  ..  ••  . • .. 

69,800 

109,800 

122,600 

J ute 

65,800 

90,800 

68,500 

Cotton  . . 

7,000 

20.600 

The  principal  entire  cargoes  outward  were — 


Articles. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

1892. 

1893. 

Petroleum 

Cases 

275,764 

303,847 

455,430 

Rails  . . . . . . 

Tons 

60,901 

53,400 

44,000 

Salt 

))  • • 

29,700 

17,100 

Marine  cable  . . 

• * 

11,000 

, , 

6,950 

Cement . . 

„ 

• • 

3,000 

3,000 

The  percentage  of  ships  using  the  electric  light  to  pass  through  Use  of  the 
the  canal  have  been  as  follows  > electric  light. 


Year. 

Per  Cent. 

1890 

83 

1891 

88 

1892 

90 

1893 

92 

The  average  time  occupied  in  passing  through  the  canal  was, 
in  1893  : — "With  the  electric  light,  19  hours  52  minutes;  without 
the  light,  31  hours  24  minutes.  The  time  occupied  in  transit 
slowly  but  steadily  decreases. 

Out  of  the  3,341  ships  which  passed  through  the  canal  in 
1893,  2,300  had  a draft  of  under  23  feet  4 inches;  985  drew 
between  23  feet  4 inches  and  26  feet ; and  56  had  the  maximum 
draft  of  26  feet. 

The  following  tabie  shows  the  comparative  draft  of  vessels 
during  the  last  years.  The  figures  show  a marked  tendency  to 
use  ships  of  larger  draft : — 


Draft  of 
vessels 

transiting  the 
canal. 
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Comparative  Draft  of  Water  of  Ships  Transiting  the  Canal 
during  the  Years  1891-93. 


Draft. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

Maximum  depth  allowed,  26 
feet  or  7 ’80  metres  . . 

35 

32 

56 

Between  23  feet  4 inches  or  7 
metres  ; and  26  feet  or  7'80 
metres 

985 

918 

985 

Under  23  feet  4 inches  or  7 
metres 

3,187 

2,609 

2,300 

Total  . . 

4,207 

3,559 

3,341 

Record  of  Last  year  the  “ Moyune,”  the  first  tea  ship  to  pass,  was 

i )id  coaling,  reported  to  have  loaded  520  tons  of  coal  in  65  minutes.  This 
year,  1893,  the  same  ship,  on  May  27,  loaded  560  tons  in 
1 hour  15  minutes. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  quickest  mails  delivered : — 


Table  showing  the  Shortest  Time  Mails  were  Delivered. 


Between — 

Time. 

Vessel. 

Date. 

London  and  Bombay  . . 
Brindisi  and  Bombay  . . 

Days  hrs. 
14  2\ 

m. 

0 

“ Oriental  ” 

April  14, 1893 

13 

1 

0 

“ Himalaya  ” 

Not.  12,1893 

10 

20 

0 

“ Himalaya  ” 
“ Oriental  ” 

Not.  12,1893 

London  and  Hong-Kong 

24 

0 

0 

May  4, 1893 

London  and  Adelaide  . . 

26 

16 

30 

“ Australia  ” 

May  4, 1893 

» • • 

26 

6 

0 

1 

“ Himalaya  ” 

June  15, 1893 

The  followdng  are  the  average  passages  made  by  the  mails  by 
different  companies : — 


Between — 

Time. 

By. 

Remarks. 

Days 

hrs. 

m. 

' 

London  and  Melbourne  . . 

32 

9 

11 

Peninsular  and 

-) 

| Oriental 

[Average  during 

33 

8 

39 

Orient 

| year 

35 

0 

0 

Norddeutscher 

J 

Melbourne  and  London  . . 

32 

4 

2 

Peninsular  and  , 

h 

j Oriental 

[Average  during 

32 

8 

58 

Orient 

| year 

i 36 

0 

0 

Norddeutscher 

J 
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The  following  is  a return  of  the  passenger  traffic  for  the  year  Passenger 

] 893.  traffic. 


Keturn  of  the  Passenger  Traffic  during  the  Year  1893. 


Passengers. 

Entered  from — 

Total. 

Port  Said. 

Suez. 

Soldiers — 

Number. 

N umber. 

Number. 

British  . . . . 

14,681 

13,453 

28,134 

Dutch. . 

2,261 

7,711 

3,003 

5,264 

French  ..  .. 

6,357 

• 14,068 

German  . . 

307 

404 

711 

Italian  . . 

1,570 

1,564 

3,134 

Japanese 

. . 

197 

197 

Ottoman  . . 

6,009 

8,049 

14,958 

Portuguese  . . 

374 

132 

506 

Russian  . . 

2,222 

942 

3,164 

Spanish  . . , . 

1,448 

296 

1,744 

Total 

37,483 

34,397 

71,880 

Other  passengers 

56,522 

52,030 

108,552 

Grand  total  . . , . 

94,005 

86,427 

180,432 

The  following  table  gives  an  epitome  of  the  receipts  of  the  Receipts  of 
Suez  Canal  Company  for  the  last  3 years.  Canal192 


Receipts. 

Value. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

Francs. 

Francs. 

Francs. 

Service  de  Transit. 

Receipts  from  ships  . . 

„ boats  . . 

Sundry  receipts 

83,422,101 

172,078 

321,107 

74,452,436 

134,749 

298,136 

70,667,361 

129,482 

281,966 

Service  du  Domaine. 

r 

Sale  of  land 
Rent  of  land 
Sale  of  buildings 
Rent  of  buildings 
Sundry  receipts 

217,269 

138,432 

27,178 

242,427 

407,682 

132,824 

16,769 

263,957 

309,232 

133,922 

7,528 

221,139 

105 

Recettes  Aocessoires. 

Water  supply  . . 

Steam  tramway — 

Port  Said,  Ismailia  .. 
Service  des  Travaux  . . 

425,525 

15,903 

452,466 

15,699 

386,182 

18,476 

34,001 

Total 

84,982,020 

76,174,718 

72,189,394 

Company. 


Town  of 
Port  Said 
building. 
High  price  of 
water. 


Waterworks. 


New  railway 
line. 


Customs 

revenue. 
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General  Remarks . 

Building  continues,  but  the  progress  of  the  town  is  checked 
by  the  enormous  price  charged  by  the  Canal  Company  for  fresh 
water.  The  charge  for  unfiltered  water  is  1 fr.  50  c.  per  cubic 
meter,  or  about  Is.  8 d.  a ton.  It  was  hoped  that  wrhen  the  fresh 
water  canal  was  brought  down  to  Port  Said  the  charge  for 
water  would  be  reduced.  This  hope  has  not  been  realised,  and 
the  only  difference  observable  is  that  the  water  now  supplied  to 
the  town  is  of  worse  quality  than  before,  being  now  often 
brackish. 

Extensive  works  for  filtering  and  storing  the  new  supply  of 
water  are  in  progress. 

In  my  last  year’s  report  I remarked  on  the  immense  benefits 
which  would  be  conferred  upon  this  town  and  environs  by  a 
liberal  supply  of  good  water  at  a reasonable  rate,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  great  regret  that  the  hope  of  the  residents  of  Port  Said 
in  this  matter  are  still  unrealised. 

On  December  2 the  new  railway  line  from  Ismailia  to  Port 
Said  was  opened  by  H.H.  the  Khedive  in  person.  This  line  is  a 
Decauville  railway  of  77  centimeters  gauge.  It  is  thereof  only 
adapted  for  light  passage  traffic.  The  trains  are  well  appointed, 
and  shorten  the  journey  to  Ismailia  by  about  1 hour.  Should 
this  line  prove  the  precursor  of  a serious  railway,  adapted  for 
goods  as  well  as  passenger  traffic,  a considerable  impulse  to  the 
trade  of  this  place  will  be  the  result.  As  it  is,  it  will  prove  a 
convenience  to  passengers  between  this  and  other  parts  of  Egypt. 

Suez. 

Mr  Vice-Consul  Norrish  reports  as  follows  - 

The  general  trade  at  the  port  of  Suez  in  the  year  1893  shows 
an  increase  on  that  of  the  preceding  year,  viz. : — 

The  revenue  of  the  Suez  Customs  during  the  year  amounted 
to  61,300Z.E.,  as  against  58,488/.E.  in  the  year  1892,  showing  an 
increase  of  2,812Z.E.  in  1893,  being  respectively  the  highest 
collections  on  record. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  comparison  between  the 
years  1892  and  1893,  and  the  sources  from  where  the  revenue  at 
Suez  is  derived  : — - 


Amount. 


1892. 

1893. 

£E. 

£E. 

Imports  . . . . . . . . 

56,196 

Tobacco 

2,006 

3,190 

Exports 

221 

241 

Other  items 

1,891 

1,673 

Total 

58,488 

61,300 
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The  revenue  of  the  Suez  customs  in  the  year  1877  was 
30,330/.E.  ; and  in  1893  it  amounted  to  61,300/.E. 

The  total  value  of  all  articles  imported  at  Suez  during  the  year  Imports. 
1893,  as  given  in  the  customs  statistics,  amounted  to  777,212/.E., 
as  against  750,000/.  E.  in  the  year  1892,  showing  an  increase  of 
27,212/.E.  in  1893. 

The  export  trade  of  1893  shows  a slight  increase,  the  value  of  Exports, 
articles  exported  is  put  down  at  51,853/.E.  as  against  50,000/.E. 
in  the  year  1892. 

Shipping  and  Navigation . 

The  total  number  of  British  vessels  which  transited  the  Suez 
Canal  in  1893,  as  given  in  the  general  return  of  the  Suez  Canal 
Company,  was  2,405  vessels  with  a net  tonnage  of  5,752,934  tons; 
besides  this  number  there  were  39  British  men-of-war  with  a net 
tonnage  of  82,946  tons. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  of  all  nationalities  which  passed 
through  the  Suez  Canal  during  the  same  year  is  given  at  3,341 
vessels  with  a net  tonnage  of  7,659,068  tons. 

During  the  year  1893  there  were  only  nine  casualties  regis- 
tered at  the  British  Vice-Consulate  of  vessels  having  grounded  or 
collided  in  transiting  the  Suez  Canal. 

The  dry  dock  at  Suez  was  used  by  nine  vessels,  viz. : — 

4 British  merchant  steamers;  2 Turkish  Government  corvettes; 

1 Italian  despatch  vessel ; 1 Italian  merchant  vessel ; 1 Dutch 
merchant  vessel. 

The  following  return  shows  the  exact  number  of  vessels  duly 
registered  at  the  various  consulates  at  Suez  during  the  year 
1893 : — 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Suez  registered  at  the 
different  Consulates  during  the  Year  1893. 

Entered. 


Steam. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
"Vessels. 

Tons. 

British.  . . 

32 

42,388 

Egyptian  (Kliedivieli  Administration) 

87 

54,201 

French  (Messageries  Maritimes)  . . 1 

52 

160,074 

77,078 

Austrian  . . . . . . . . 

30 

Italian 

26 

49,374 

German  (mail  steamers) 

27 

80,165 

Russian  (Volunteer  Fleet  Society) 

10 

26,692 

Total  

264 

489,972 

10 
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Coals. 


Cleaked. 


Steam. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  . . 

32 

42,388 

Egyptian  (Khedivieh  Administration) 

86 

53,578 

French  (Messageries  Maritimes) 

52 

160,074 

Austrian . . 

30 

77,078 

Italian  . . . . . e 

27 

51,273 

German  (mail  steamers) 

28 

79,602 

Russian  (Volunteer  Fleet  Society) 

9 

25,252 

Total 

264 

489,245 

The  pilgrim  traffic  this  year  as  given  by  the  local  authorities 
was  more  than  double  of  that  in  1892. 


Beturn  giving  the  Number  of  Pilgrims,  with  their  respective 

Nationalities. 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Pilgrims. 

Egyptians  . • . . . . 

14.310 

Mogabees 

11,722 

Turks  . . . . . . . . 

10,961 

Hindoos 

, , 

47 

Bakharas  . . 

, . 

702 

Persians  . .. 

* f 

1,088 

Russians 

. , 

1,809 

Syrians 

•• 

3,593 

Total 

/• 

•• 

44,232 

The  above  total  includes  those  that  came  through  the  Suez 
Canal,  and  those  embarked  at  Suez,  viz. : — 


Number  of 

Pilgrims. 

From  the  Canal  .. 

25,301 

Embarked  at  Suez  ..  .. 

18,931 

Total  

44,232 

The  quantity  of  coal  imported  at  Suez  during  the  year  1893 
was  considerably  more  than  that  in  1892,  and  amounted  to 
11,456  tons  ; out  of  this  quantity  the  Postal  Khedivial  Company 
alone  landed  7,336  tons. 
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Statement  showing  the  Quantity  of  Coa  Imported  at  Suez 
during  the  Years  1891-93. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

1891. . 

14,763 

1892. . 

6,925 

1893. . 

•• 

.. 

11,456 

There  has  been  a rapid  improvement  in  this  trade  during  the  Gunnies, 
year.  Gunnies  to  the  value  of  139,414/.E.  were  imported  in  the 
year  1893,  as  compared  with  103,767^.E.  in  1892,  showing  an 
increase  of  36,647AE.  in  1893. 

There  has  been  a slight  falling-off  in  the  import  of  this  article  Coffee, 
during  the  year,  the  value  of  coffee  imported  amounted  to 
247,964/.E.,  as  against  254,918/.E.  in  the  year  1892,  showing  a 
decrease  of  6,974/.E.  in  1893. 

During  the  year  1893  the  number  of  head  of  cattle  was  almost  Cattle, 
equal  to  that  in  1892,  the  value  being  11,469£.E.  as  compared 
with  11,619/.E.  in  1892. 

There  were  14,370  kilos,  of  tobacco  under  the  various  denomi-  Tobacco, 
nations  imported  at  Suez  in  1893. 

The  trade  in  this  fuel  is  increasing  yearly,  the  quantity  of  Charcoal, 
charcoal  imported  in  1893  was  2,265  tons  against  1,233  tons  in 
the  year  1892. 

The  trade  in  timber  has  not  been  so  brisk  as  in  the  year  1892,  Timber, 
there  being  no  great  demand  at  present  for  this  article.  The 
revenue  of  timber  imported  during  the  year  was  1,200Z.E. 

The  population  of  Suez  may  be  put  down  as  about  the  same  Population 
as  that  of  last  year,  no  census  has  yet  been  taken  by  the  local  antl 
authorities.  _ _ _ industries. 

There  are  four  schools  in  Suez,  one  of  which  is  a primary  Schools. 
Arab  school,  and  three  foreign  schools.  There  are  also  two 
schools  at  Port  Teufik,  one  for  males  and  another  for  females, 
under  the  management  of  the  Freres  des  Ecoles  Chretiennes  and 
the  Sisters  of  Mercy  respectively. 

There  is  very  little  to  record  under  this  head ; the  project  for  Public  work! 
the  building  of  a quay  on  the  foreshore  of  the  town  of  Suez  and 
referred  to  in  my  former  reports  has,  I regret  to  say,  been  laid 
aside. 

The  Egyptian  Government  has  built  a new  jetty  for  the 
Bonded  Warehouse  Company  to  land  their  goods  on  at  Suez,  and 
the  company  is  now  erecting  on  it  a steam  crane,  so  as  to  ac- 
celerate the  landing  of  large  quantities  of  heavy  bales.  This  jetty 
is  also  open  to  the  public  as  a landing  place,  but  the  Warehouse 
Company  has  the  exclusive  right  to  land  or  ship  merchandise 
on  it. 
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General  Remarks. 

The  Bonded  Warehouse  Company,  Limited,  reports  a very 
considerable  increase  in  its  operations  during  the  year  1893. 
Merchants  are  now  beginning  to  realise  the  advantage  of  bonding 
their  goods  pending  improvement  of  markets,  since  they  are  able 
to  obtain  advances  from  the  company  on  their  goods.  The  large 
warehouse  built  at  Suez  early  in  the  year  has  proved  inadequate 
for  the  increasing  demand  for  storage  accommodation,  and  the 
company  is  now  erecting  two  more  sheds  adjacent  to  it  of  the 
measurement  of  125  feet  by  25  feet  each. 

Bales  of  gunnies  imported  from  Calcutta  form  the  chief  articles 
stored  in  the  company’s  warehouse,  and  the  stock  of  gunnies 
stored  at  the  end  of  1893  was  more  than  three  times  the  stock  in 
1892.  Large  quantities  of  gum  from  Suakin  have  also  been 
stored  during  the  year  1893,  pending  a rise  in  the  European 
markets,  and  as  the  Soudan  traffic  is  more  freely  opened,  a great 
development  in  this  article  is  anticipated.  A quantity  of  indigo 
from  Calcutta  has  also  been  stored  in  bond  during  the  year. 

Notwithstanding  the  sanitary  regulations  in  force,  the  town 
of  Suez  is  in  a most  neglected  and  filthy  state.  The  rules  laid 
down  are  not  bad,  but  they  are  in  a great  measure  disregarded. 
The  rubbish  collected  by  native  boys  who  go  about  the  streets  is 
merely  swept  into  heaps  from  which  they  collect  such  debris  as 
they  can  dispose  of  as  fuel  which  is  then  sold  to  native  bakers. 
The  streets  of  Suez  are  still  watered  with  brackish  or  salt  water, 
although  fresh  water  can  be  obtained  from  the  water  company  at 
a reasonable  rate. 

A large  fresh  water  condenser  has  lately  been  erected  at 
Kosseir  by  the  Egyptian  Government  capable  of  making  25  tons 
of  fresh  water  per  day. 
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Mr.  Dering  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 


My  Lord,  Sofia,  June  27,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  Reports 
which  have  been  addressed  to  me  by  Iier  Majesty’s  Vice-Consuls 
in  this  Principality,  relating  to  the  movement  of  Trade  and 
Navigation  in  Bulgaria  during  the  past  year. 

Your  Lordship  will  notice  with  satisfaction  the  steady  increase 
of  commercial  intercourse  between  Great  Britain  and  Bulgaria,  as 
shown  by  the  statistics  herewith  annexed  ; and  from  information 
which  has  reached  me  from  various  sources,  I am  pleased  to  bear 
willing  testimony  to  the  energy  and  pains  taken  by  the  Consular 
representatives  in  this  country  for  the  advancement  and  develop- 
ment of  trade  with  Great,  Britain.  I feel  sure  that  this  assertion 
will  be  borne  out  by  the  various  British  shippers  and  firms  who, 
during  the  course  of  the  last  twelvemonth,  have  applied  to  these 
officers  for  advice  and  assistance. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  HENRY  NEVILL  DERING. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  in  Bulgaria  for  the  Year  1893. 
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Sofia. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Hampson  reports  as  follows 
Introductory . 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed  tables,  compiled  from  the 
official  statistics,  the  year  1893  witnessed  a large  increase  in  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  principality,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  quarantine 
by  which  it  was  hampered  during  many  months.  Both  imports 
and  exports  exceeded,  in  quantity  and  value,  all  previous  records  ; 
and  though  complaints  are  heard  from  many  centres,  notably 
from  Philippopolis,  of  stagnation  and  over-stocking,  yet  on  the 
whole  the  commercial  year  must  be  regarded  as  a highly 
prosperous  one. 

Bulgaria  is  a young  country,  and  the  steady,  if  not  rapid, 
advance  which  is  annually  made  in  her  commerce  with  foreign 
countries  must  certainly  be  considered  as  a very  healthy  sign, 
more  especially  when  it  is  noted  that  the  value  of  the  exports 
exceeds  that' of  the  imports  by  over  20,000/. 

Exports. 

The  total  weight  of  merchandise  exported  from  Bulgaria 
during  the  year  1893  was  809,724  tons,  of  a value  of  3,658,546/., 
showing  an  increase  of  about  265,000  tons  and  650,000/.  as  com- 
pared with  the  exports  of  the  previous  year. 

With  the  exception  of  some  165,000/.,  the  exports  from 
Bulgaria  consist  entirely  of  grain,  cattle  and  animal  produce. 

Turkey  still  heads  the  list  of  the  countries  which  consume 
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Bulgarian  produce,  the  Suzerain  Power  importing  from  this  prin- 
cipality to  the  value  of  over  980,000/.,  of  which  over  half  is 
accounted  for  by  grain. 

Great  Britain  now  holds  the  second  place,  having  imported 
from  Bulgaria  during  the  year  1893  goods  to  the  amount  of 
215,500  tons,  of  the  value  of  nearly  682,000/.,  being  an  increase 
on  the  previous  year  of  145,000  tons  and  400,000/.  This  increase 
is  practically  entirely  due  to  the  larger  quantity  of  Bulgarian 
grain  shipped  to  England. 

Germany  occupies  the  third  position  as  an  importer  from 
Bulgaria,  with  an  increase  of  110,000/.  as  compared  with  1892. 

As  in  the  case  of  Great  Britain,  this  increase  is  also  entirely  due 
to  a larger  demand  for  grain. 

France  during  1893  decreased  the  value  of  her  imports  from 
this  country  by  over  110,000/.,  only  importing  569,000/.  in  the 
past  year  as  against  780,000/.  in  1892. 

Austria-Hungary  and  Italy  come  next  in  order,  but  the  exports 
to  neither  of  these  countries  reached  a total  value  of  100,000/. 

In  examining  more  closely  the  statistics  respecting  the  staple  Grain, 
article  of  Bulgarian  export,  namely  grain,  it  is  seen  that  over 
5,000,000  cwts.,  of  a value  of  some  660,000/.,  more  grain  was  sent 
abroad  during  1893  than  during  the  previous  year,  the  total  export 
being  now  15,692,000  cwts.  (2,984,000/.).  Of  this  total,  Great 
Britain  took  Bulgarian  grain  to  the  value  of  679,000/.,  or  nearly 
400,000/.  more  than  in  1892.  Germany  follows  close  behind  with 
a consumption  of  Bulgarian  grain  to  the  value  of  623,000/.,  France 
and  Turkey  being  the  only  other  considerable  consumers. 

Although  50,000  head  more  of  cattle  were  exported  from  Lire  stock. 
Bulgaria  during  last  year  than  during  the  previous  12  months, 
the  value  of  the  animals  fell  by  nearly  10,000/.,  the  totals  being 
762,000  head,  worth  261,000/.,  as  against  719,000  head,  worth 
270,000/. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  value  of  hides  and  animal  produce  of  Hides  and 
Bulgarian  origin  which  went  to  foreign  countries  in  1893  shows  animal 
an  increase  of  15,000/.  The  total  value  of  these  articles  exported  Produce* 
reaching  170,000/. 

The  value  of  textile  goods  exported  in  1893  also  shows  a Textiles, 
considerable  increase,  reaching  138,000/.  as  against  125,000/.  in 
1892. 

Ho  other  articles  of  export  from  the  principality  call  for  any 
remarks. 

Imports, 

There  was  a considerable  increase,  in  both  quantity  and  value, 
in  the  imports  into  Bulgaria  during  the  year  1893  as  compared 
with  1892,  though  not  as  large  as  in  the  case  of  exports.  The 
total  weight  in  tons  of  merchandise  imported  was  218,450  tons  of 
a value  of  3,634,700/.,  in  both  oases  the  figures  being  larger  than 
in  any  previous  year,  and  exceeding  by  45,000  tons  and  550,000/. 
those  for  the  preceding  year. 

(1822) 
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Austria  still  holds  the  place  of  honour  as  a supplier  of  the 
Wants  of  the  principality,  with  an  increase  of  18,000  tons  and 
180,000/.  Of  the  total  value  of  1,800,000/.  sent  by  Austria-Hungary 
to  this  country,  over  300,000/.  consisted  of  textile  goods,  and 
236,000/.  of  colonial  goods. 

The  United  Kingdom  maintains  its  position,  as  second  in 
exporting  to  Bulgaria,  with  a total  of  38,500  tons  and  805,000/., 
being  an  increase  of  12,000  tons  and  95,000/.  The  value  of 
textiles  of  British  manufacture  purchased  by  the  principality  in 
1893  was  507,000/.,  or  an  increase  of  nearly  90,000/.  as  compared 
with  1892.  Metals  and  metal  ware,  to  the  value  of  121,000/., 
constituted  the  other  great  article  of  importation  from  Great 
Britain,  having  increased  by  30,000/.  The  importation  of  British 
timber,  furniture,  &c.,  on  the  other  hand,  decreased  in  value  by 
17,000/.  English  coal  was  consumed  in  Bulgaria  to  the  value  of 
24,000/.,  being  more  by  12,000/.  than  during  1892.  Of  the  total 
fuel  imported  into  Bulgaria,  of  the  value  of  37,000/.,  the  United 
Kingdom  therefore  provides  nearly  two-tliirds. 

During  the  year  1893  Germany,  continuing  the  advance  which 
was  so  remarkable  in  the  preceding  year,  replaced  Turkey  as  the 
third  country  in  importance  from  which  Bulgaria  purchased 
merchandise,  the  value  of  the  imports  having  increased  by 
150,000/.  and  reaching  a total  of  482,500/.  Textiles  and  metals 
were  the  most  considerable  articles  imported. 

The  imports  into  Bulgaria  to  the  value  of  100,000/.  and 
upwards  were : — 


Articles. 

Value. 

Textiles 

£ 

1,119,372 

Colonial  goods 

364,448 

Metals  . . . . . . . . . . 

339,077 

Machinery.,  ,, 

315,194 

Leather 

206,053 

Timber  and  furniture 

175,506 

Wine,  beer,  &e,  . . ..  ..  . . 

150,048 

Oils,  wax,  &c. 

132,285 

Stone,  glass,  and  earthenware 

112,470 

Mineral  oils,  &c.  . . 

104,817 

I 

Sofia  Trade . 

Table  G.  gives  the  total  weight  of  all  goods  which  arrived  at 
or  were  sent  out  from  the  station  at  Sofia  during  the  year  1893, 
the  former  amounting  to  93,675  tons,  and  the  latter  to  6,509  tons. 


Table  A. — Return  of  Exports  to  the  following  Countries  for  Five  Years  ended  1893. 
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Table  F.— Return  of  Bulgarian  Grain  Export  during  the  Years 

1891-93. 


Countries. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

j Quantity. 

Value.  | 

Quantity. 

1 Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

United  Kingdom  ... 

France  

Turkey  

Austria-Hungary ... 

Italy 

Germany  

Belgium  

Greece  

Roumania 

Servia  

Other  countries  ... 

Total  

Cvvts. 

3,357,420 

3,710,940 

796,120 

235,140 

202,100 

278,100 

128,940 

42,980 

11,740 

1,540 

828,420 

£ 1 
667,650  | 
946,007 
177,254  | 

55,280 
53,178  ! 
32,196  ' 

28,077  | 
8,564  ! 

1,895  1 
239  j 
166,877 

Cwts. 

1,386,102 

3,030,844 

1,533,486 

272,430 

393,428 

2,667,384 

99,930 

9,990 

31,372 

1,40? 

926,992 

£ 

286,949 

756,514 

384,153 

57,747 

103,711 

513,971 

24,873 

1,696 

15,583 

231 

172,299 

Cwts. 
4,309,359 
2,266,614 
2,104,736 
104,597 
213,590 
3,190,659 
160,160 
71,251  | 

3,661 
5 

3,268,608 

£ 

679,293 

519,494 

483,850 

12,251 

82,682 

623,237 

34,731 

17,305 

618 

4 

500,916 

9,593,440 

2,137,217 

10,373,360 

2,317,727 

15,692,240 

2,984,381 

Table  G. — Weight  in  Tons  of  all  Goods  Sent  from  and  Arrived  at 
Sofia  Station  during  the  Year  1893. 


Articles. 

Sent. 

Arrived. 

Vi4 

Zaribrod. 

via 

Bellova. 

To  Sofia 
Disttict. 

Via 

Zaribrod. 

Via 

Bellova. 

From  Sofia 
District. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Grain  

335 

1,220 

66 

20 

3,325 

3,637 

Flour  

... 

81 

92 

57 

1,129 

312 

Beer 

10 

31 

102 

6 

18 

Wine  

“21 

2 

122 

7 

3,088 

654 

Spirits  

67 

127 

565 

54 

8 

Timber,  <fcc.  

”20 

24 

58 

3,707 

758 

11,160 

Fire-bricks 

• •• 

25 

150 

• •• 

20 

60 

Coal . 

10 

110 

50 

190 

780 

Firewood  

Mf 

... 

170 

• •• 

26,661 

Packing  materials 

75 

507 

41 

66 

31 

Wool 

21 

10 

5 

... 

... 

Petroleum 

81 

923 

729 

"’34 

Iron  ware 

-4 

118 

111 

3,229 

3,303 

55 

Sugar  

... 

26 

108 

1,848 

1 

5 

Oil 

1 

5 

11 

18 

... 

Leather  

11 

2 

2 

62 

31 

... 

Hides  

149 

11 

5 

20 

167 

**  9 

Machinery 

34 

23 

17 

59 

24 

23 

Rice 

... 

32 

27 

612 

24 

• •• 

Cotton -wool  

1 

9 

21 

118 

156 

2 

Articles  of  food  

44 

64 

17 

5 

726 

4 

Sea  salt  ...  ...  ... 

13 

405 

2,728 

328 

Rock  salt 

60 

*622 

• •• 

Glass  and  china 

”‘l 

”12 

17 

414 

"’43 

5 

Cement  

40 

156 

3,545 

556 

... 

Silk  and  cocoons 

”•46 

... 

Bones  

10 

Walnut  wood  

60 

... 

"80 

*”  2 

Pottery  

... 

*60 

”l2 

... 

30 

Vegetables,  &c 

17 

‘“2 

10 

707 

23 

Brandy  

... 

15 

... 

147 

35 

Haberdashery  

4 

15 

*"  3 

79 

6 

Clothing  

8 

68 

... 

18 

34 

6 

Drugs  

17 

... 

54 

15 

1 

Instruments  

“’3 

4 

... 

8 

2 

Butter  and  cheese 

... 

598 

127 

3 

"'57 

Grease  

13 

17 

62 

88 

5 

Manufactured  goods 

2 

7 

55 

246 

Furniture 

2 

30 

139 

21 

*"ll 

Fruit  ...  . 

12 

13 

2 

857 

11 

Tobacco  

47 

252 

Paper  and  books 

40 

'820 

41  ! 

... 

Various  

"99 

131 

157 

2,887 

1,756 

7,672 

Total  

971 

3,370 

2,168 

21,078 

21,460  j 

51,545 

SOFIA. 


11 


Via 

Zaribrod. 

Arrived. 

via, 

Bellova. 

From  Sofia 
District. 

Horses  . . 

Head 

76 

62 

2 

Oxen 

>> 

1 

100 

18 

Sheep  and  pigs. . 

j*  • • 

34 

. , 

5 

New  railway  carriages  . 

Pieces 

14 

. . 

. . 

Carriages 

)>  • • 

20 

• • 

. . 

Corpses 

4 

• • 

• • 

New  Ministries. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Sobranje,  in  the  spring  of  1893, 
was  voted,  among  other  changes  of  the  Constitution,  the  creation 
of  two  new  Ministries,  namely,  one  for  commerce  and  agriculture, 
and  one  for  public  ways  and  communications.  Both  these 
Ministries  are  now  in  performance  of  their  important  functions. 


Steamship  Company . 

A Bulgarian  steamship  company,  to  carry  on  the  Black  Sea 
coasting  trade,  was  formed  during  the  past  year,  and  has  purchased 
in  England  two  small  steamers  for  the  sum  of  41,200/. 


Railways  and  Public  Works. 

The  short  railway,  of  some  35  kiloms.,  from  Sofia  to  Pernik, 
was  opened  in  the  early  summer  of  1893,  thus  enabling  the  output 
of  the  coal  mines  at  the  last-named  place  to  reach  Sofia  at  a much 
smaller  cost  for  transport.  Considerable  difficulties  have  been  met 
with  on  this  line  owing  to  repeated  landslips,  but  these  appear 
now  to  have  been  overcome. 

Great  satisfaction  has  been  expressed  by  the  Bulgarian 
authorities  with  that  portion  of  the  rails  for  this  line  which  was 
purchased  from  British  firms,  both  in  regard  to  quality  and  cheap- 
ness ; and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a British  firm  will  also  secure  the 
contract  for  supplying  the  rails  for  the  new  line  which  is  to  be 
constructed  from  Sofia  to  Roman,  a distance  of  108  kiloms.  The 
contract  for  the  construction  of  this  line  fell,  after  a keen  com- 
petition, to  a Bulgarian  syndicate  for  the  sum  of  859,000/. 

Various  other  railway  schemes  were  under  discussion  during 
the  past  year,  notably  one  for  the  construction  of  a direct  line 
from  Sarambey,  where  the  Bulgarian  State  line  joins  the  Oriental 
Railway  Company’s  line  to  Yamboly,  from  whence  the  line  to 
Bourgas  is  again  in  the  hands  of  the  Bulgarian  Government.  It 
is  calculated  that,  if  such  a line  were  constructed,  the  Bulgarian 
authorities,  holding  the  communication  between  the  port  of 
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Bourgas  and  the  interior  entirely  in  their  own  hands,  would  be 
able  largely  to  reduce  the  rate  of  freights  now  exacted  by  the 
Oriental  Railway  Company. 

This  will  be  of  still  greater  importance  as  soon  as  the  works 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbour  at  Bourgas  are  completed. 
The  contract  for  these  works  was  granted,  in  the  autumn  of  1893, 
to  a Belgian  firm  for  the  sum  of  169,200/. 

New  Coinage.  • 

Tenders  for  the  minting  of  12,000,000  fr.  in  silver  and 
3,000,000  fr.  in  gold  were  invited  by  the  Bulgarian  Government  in 
the  month  of  March,  1893.  The  successful  competitors  were  the 
Hungarian  Industrial  and  Mercantile  Bank  of  Buda-Pesth,  whose 
prices  were,  for  the  gold  coinage,  104  fr.  75  c.,  and  for  the  silver 
49  fr.  74  c.  On  these  prices  the  Bulgarian  Government  hope  to 
be  able  to  make  a considerable  profit. 


Sericulture. 


The  cultivation  of  the  silkworm  continues  to  make  rapid 
strides  forward.  The  following  figures  show  the  progress  for  the 
last  four  years  in  the  yield  of  cocoons : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cwts. 

£ 

1890  

1,320 

6,980 

1891  

3,340 

13,252 

1892  

4,200 

24,884 

1893  

8,800 

51,040 

Before  1868  this  industry  was  pursued  to  a considerable  extent 
in  Bulgaria,  but  the  disease  of  pebrine,  which  at  that  date  attacked 
the  mulberry  trees  in  this  principality,  in  common  with  the  rest  of 
Europe,  practically  exterminated  them.  Five  or  six  years  ago  the 
Government  took  energetic  measures  to  resuscitate  this  source  of 
income,  so  well  suited  to  small  farmers  and  peasant  proprietors, 
providing  them  with  healthy  eggs,  after  Pasteur’s  system. 

The  centres  of  the  industry  are  at  Stainmaka,  Peroushtitza,  and 
Vratza.  In  the  two  former  districts  eggs  from  Asia  Minor  are 
most  in  favour ; in  the  third  those  of  Italian  origin  are  preferred. 

The  boiling  and  scouring  of  the  cocoons  has  also  made  con- 
siderable progress.  At  the  factory  of  “ Svila,”  at  Stainmaka, 
during  the  past  year  about  1,600  cwts.  of  cocoons  were  purchased 
at  an  average  price  of  about  2s.  6c/.  per  kilo. 
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Philippopolis. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Wratislaw  reports  as  follows  - 


Imports* 

In  1893  goods  to  the  value  of  502,982 1.  were  imported  through 
the  Philippoj>olis  custom-house,  an  increase  of  32,43 61.  over  the 
previous  year.  The  following  figures  show  the  relative  contributions 
of  the  principal  importing  countries  to  this  total : — 


Country. 

Value. 

1892. 

1893. 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  ..  .. 

144,149 

175,030 

Austria 

171,676 

151,599 

Turkey 

61,910 

59,895 

Germany  . . 

22,649 

34,582 

France 

25,742 

31,156 

Italy  

9,700 

14,326 

Other  countries  . „ 

34,720 

36,394 

Total  . . 

•• 

470,546 

502,982 

Though  the  absolute  increase  of  this  year’s  over  last  year’s 
imports  is  not  inconsiderable,  there  has  been  a relative  decrease 
compared  to  the  whole  of  Bulgaria.  In  1892  the  imports  at 
Philippopolis  accounted  for  over  15  per  cent,  of  the  whole ; they 
fell  last  year  to  rather  less  than  14  per  cent. 

The  increased  activity  in  the  import  market  is  largely  due  to 
the  Philippopolis  Exhibition  held  in  the  autumn  of  1892,  which 
attracted  a considerable  number  of  sightseers  from  other  parts  of 
Bulgaria  and  stimulated  local  business.  Consequently  stocks  had 
to  be  renewed  in  1893,  and  purchases  appear  to  have  been  some- 
what rashly  made. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  anticipated  improvement  in  British 
British  trade  with  this  district,  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report,  imports, 
has  been  fully  realised.  Great  Britain,  which  in  1892  imported 
25,000/.  worth  of  goods  less  than  Austria,  now  comes  first  and 
exceeds  Austria  by  nearly  the  same  amount,  the  total  increase  of 
British  imports  amounting  to  more  than  30,000/.  This  improved 
state  of  affairs  is  not  due,  so  far  as  I can  ascertain,  to  any  abnormal 
circumstance  or  to  special  orders  on  a large  scale  not  likely  to  be 
repeated,  and  there  seems  every  probability  that  our  ascendency 
in  the  Philippopolis  market  will  be  maintained  in  future.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  several  Constantinople  houses  importing 
British  goods  have  established  branches  here  during  the  past  year. 

The  importation  of  Lancashire  goods  in  general  has  increased.  Cotton  goods. 
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Woollens. 
Sacks,  &c. 

Hardware. 


Minerals. 

Agricultural 

machines. 

Chemicals. 


Cereals. 


In  the  higher  numbers  of  cotton  yarns,  foreign  importers  can  only 
compete  with  us  by  means  of  false  markings,  but  in  the  lower 
numbers  our  goods  suffer  much  from  rivals,  at  Trieste,  Salonica, 
and  Piraeus.  In  prints  of  the  better  class  for  ladies’  wear,  Austria, 
German}',  and  to  a smaller  extent  France,  are  doing  a fair  trade 
to  the  detriment  of  British  manufacturers. 

The  Yorkshire  trade  in  woollens  expanded  in  1893,  and  the 
outlook  in  this  branch  of  British  imports  is  decidedly  bright. 

Flour  sacks  and  Hessians  have  been  exclusively  imported  from 
Dundee,  and  gunny  bags  from  Calcutta.  The  increase  in  the  latter 
is  especially  noticeable. 

The  trade  with  Sheffield  and  Birmingham  has  also  been  looking 
up,  in  spite  of  strong  German  competition.  Buyers  in  Eastern 
Boumelia  are  generally  poor  and  the  temptation  is  strong  to 
purchase  a cheap  article  without  looking  closely  into  its  quality. 
Notwithstanding  this  tendency,  I have  heard  of  several  instances 
where  customers  have  abandoned  German  and  Austrian  firms  in 
favour  of  British  manufacturers,  although  the  latter’s  prices  were 
higher. 

Copper  and  block  tin  continue  to  be  imported  from  Great 
Britain. 

A few  reapers  of  American  manufacture  were  imported  during 
the  year,  as  well  as  a French  thrashing  set.  The  latter  worked 
satisfactorily  on  trial  during  the  thrashing  season  last  autumn,  but 
has  not  yet  found  a buyer.  A similar  machine  made  by  a leading 
British  firm  is  to  arrive  this  summer,  and  will  doubtless  perform 
still  better. 

Caustic  soda  and  other  chemicals  have  been  imported  to  a less 
extent  owing  to  higher  prices. 


Exports, 

The  exports  from  the  Philippopolis  custoni-hoUse  amounted  to 
113,323/.,  an  increase  of  20,000/.  over  1892.  The  principal 
customer  of  the  district  was  Turkey,  who  took  83,000/.  worth, 
Austria  coming  next  with  20,000/.  But  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  the  produce  of  the  district  was  exported  through  the  custom- 
house of  Hermanli  on  the  Bulgaro-Turkish  frontier,  where  the 
exports  for  the  year  amounted  to  550,000/.  Turkey  again  accounted 
for  more  than  half,  viz.  330,000/.  Great  Britain  following  with 
123,500/.,  and  France  with  102,000/.  In  1892  Great  Britain  took 
only  3,000/.  worth  from  both  these  custom-houses  together. 

As  usual,  the  great  bulk  of  the  exports  consisted  of  cereals, 
the  other  productions  of  the  country  being  of  relatively  little 
importance.  The  grain  crop  of  1893  was  decidedly  inferior  in 
quantity  to  that  of  1892,  though  the  quality  was  slightly  superior. 
Added  to  this  the  abnormally  low  prices  which  prevailed  rendered 
the  year  a disastrous  one  to  our  agriculturists.  The  increase  in 
the  value  of  the  exports  is  easily  explained  by  the  fact  that  a very 
considerable  proportion  of  the  1892  crop  was  held  over  till  1893 
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on  account  of  the  low  prices  offered.  These  having  fallen  rather 
than  risen,  holders  of  grain  were  at  last  obliged  to  sell  at  a con- 
siderable loss,  and  the  custom-house  returns  for  1893  were  increased 
accordingly. 

The  average  prices  per  100  kilos,  f.o.b.  at  Dede  Agatch  or 
Bourgas  were  as  follows 


Articles. 

Per  100  Kilos. 

Per  Ton. 

1892. 

1893. 

1893. 

Fr.  c. 

Fr.  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Wheat  ., 

13  50 

11  50 

4 12  0 

Fye  

11  25 

9 50 

3 16  0 

Oats 

11  25 

10  50 

4 4 0 

Barley  . . 

# , 

9 30 

3 14  6 

Maize  , . 

9 25 

8 75 

3 10  0 

These  prices  have  fallen  still  lower  at  the  time  of  writing 
(May). 

A point  to  be  noticed  in  the  export  trade  of  this  district  is  the 
growing  preference  shown  for  Bourgas  over  Dede  Agatch  as  an 
outlet  for  the  grain  grown  in  the  country  along  the  Oriental 
Bailways  line  between  Yamboli  and  Tirnova  Semenli.  To 
counteract  this  tendency  the  company  offer,  and  not  always 
successfully,  considerable  reductions  of  freight,  reaching  so  much 
as  40  per  cent,  for  the  most  distant  stations,  to  all  merchants 
exporting  large  quantities  of  grain  by  the  Dede  Agatch  route. 

The  yield  for  1893  was  a good  one,  and  amounted  in  round  otto  of  roses, 
numbers  to  2,000  kilos.  (4,400  lbs.).  Buying  prices  ranged  from 
900  fr.  to  1,100  fr.  per  kilo,  according  to  quality,  and  selling  prices 
from  1,100  fr.  to  1,200  fr.  per  kilo.  About  two-thirds  of  the  total 
yield  was  exported  during  the  year,  and  the  value  of  this  added 
to  the  portion  of  the  1892  yield  which  was  held  over  till  the 
following  year  would  bring  the  total  value  of  the  year’s  export 
to  at  least  65,000/.  The  custom-house  returns,  however,  only 
report  a total  amount  of  less  than  6,000/.  under  the  heading  of 
perfumery  exported. 

The  otto  went  as  usual  to  France,  Germany,  England,  and  the 
United  States. 

The  outlook  for  the  present  year  is  very  promising  and  a large 
yield  is  anticipated. 

The  crop  of  cocoons  was  an  excellent  one  and  prices  were  good,  Cocoons. 

3 fr.  to  3 fr.  40  c.  per  kilo,  of  fresh  cocoons.  It  is,  however,  a 
matter  for  great  regret  that  in  spite  of  the  successful  results 
obtained  last  year,  the  silk-worm  breeders  of  Stanimaka,  the 
chief  centre  of  this  industry  in  the  whole  of  Bulgaria,  have  this 
year  purchased  considerably  les3  seed  than  in  1893. 

The  “ Svila  ” factory  exported  to  France  2,000  kilos,  of  silk  Silk, 
pun  from  native  cocoons.  This  is  far  from  being  the  full  possible 
(1822)  b 
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Tobacco. 


Wine. 

Skins. 


output  of  the  factory,  but  the  low  price  of  silk  prevailing  last  year 
in  the  European  market  was  not  remunerative. 

The  tobacco  crop  for  the  whole  of  Bulgaria  is  estimated  at 
2,214,050  kilos.,  an  increase  of  nearly  100,000  kilos,  over  1892. 
Of  this  amount  the  districts  of  Haskeny  and  Philippopolis  accounted 
for  787,720  kilos,  and  386,630  kilos,  respectively.  A small 
proportion  was  exported  to  France  and  Germany. 

In  J anuary  of  this  year,  the  “ Banderole  ” or  government  stamp 
duty  on  manufactured  tobacco  was  doubled,  and  it  now  ranges 
from  8 fr.  per  kilo,  on  the  fifth  or  lowest  quality,  to  24  fr.  per  kilo, 
on  the  first  quality.  It  was  anticipated  that  the  revenue  would 
thus  be  largely  increased,  but  from  the  accounts  which  I have 
received  from  the  tobacco  factories  here,  it  seems  likely  that  this 
most  unpopular  tax  will  be  productive  of  no  profit.  One  factory, 
whose  speciality  is  the  manufacture  of  high  quality  tobacco,  turned 
out  in  the  first  4 months  of  1893  35,958  kilos,  of  tobacco  and  paid  the 
Government  189,056  fr.  in  stamp  duty;  during  the  corresponding 
period  of  this  year  it  has  produced  only  19,828  kilos,  of  tobacco, 
and  in  spite  of  the  doubled  duty  has  paid  the  Government  several 
thousand  francs  less.  In  both  factories  the  number  of  hands 
employed  has  been  enormously  reduced. 

Ho  increase  in  the  preventative  service  accompanied  the 
doubling  of  the  duty,  and  smuggling  is  now  rampant  in  the 
country.  The  peasants  engaged  in  tobacco  growing  are  very 
uneasy,  while  the  owners  of  factories  predict  the  speedy  ruin  of 
their  industry. 

Owing  to  the  extreme  severity  of  the  winter,  the  vintage  of 
1893  was  a complete  failure  and  no  wine  was  exported. 

In  this  article  too  the  weather  was  responsible  for  short 
production,  as  a number  of  lambs  died  prematurely.  The  skins  which 
were  exported  went  to  Vienna  at  the  price  of  2 fr.  each.  Kid 
skins  were  sold  26  fr.  and  27  fr.  per  dozen  franco  Paris. 


General  Remarks . 

In  an  essentially  agricultural  country  like  Bulgaria,  trade  in 
general  is  inextricably  bound  up  with  the  success  of  the  crops  and 
the  prices  obtained  for  them.  Last  year’s  crop  of  grain  was  poor 
and  the  prices  abnormally  low.  Consequently  the  peasants,  who 
form  the  great  mass  of  purchasers  of  imported  goods,  are  extremely 
short  of  money,  and  have  with  difficulty  been  able  to  pay  the  heavy 
Government  and  communal  taxes  and  keep  body  and  soul  together. 
Furthermore,  the  tithe  was  in  1893  for  the  first  time  paM  in  money 
instead  of  kind,  the  amount  being  calculated  on  an  average  of  4 
good  years.  Even  deducting  the  15  per  cent,  reduction  allowed  off 
this  average,  a peasant  last  year  had  to  dispose  of  far  more  than 
one-tenth  of  his  crop  in  order  to  pay  the  tithe  on  account  of  the 
extremely  low  prices,  and  in  many  cases  additional  distress  was 
caused  by  the  rigorous  exaction  of  arrears.  The  purchasing  power  of 
the  country  is  thus  considerably  reduced  at  the  present  moment, 
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and  on  the  other  hand  stocks  of  imported  goods  are  unnecessarily 
large.  When  the  moment  comes  for  paying  for  the  latter,  obliga- 
tions will  in  many  cases  not  be  met,  and  the  manufacturers,  mostly 
Austrian,  who  have  of  late  years  so  recklessly  accorded  credit  in 
the  Eastern  Roumelian  market  will  have  to  pay  dearly  for  their 
mistake.  I would,  therefore  earnestly  impress  on  British 
merchants  and  manufacturers  the  necessity  for  considerable  caution 
in  their  dealings  with  this  part  of  Bulgaria  for  some  time  to  come. 


Bourgas. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  MacGregor  reports  as  follows  : — 

On  reviewing  the  trade  of  Bourgas  for  the  year  1893  it  is  General 
satisfactory  to  note  that,  although  both  imports  and  exports  show  decrease  of 
a considerable  diminution,  Great  Britain  not  only  holds  the  first  afffcted^  ^ 
place  as  an  importer,  but  now  ranks  as  the  Power  whose  steamers  Great  Britain, 
appear  most  frequently  at  this  port. 

The  causes  of  the  general  falling-off  in  commercial  activity  Causes  of 
are  various,  but  the  following  may  be  mentioned  as  the  principal : — depression. 
The  comparative  failure  of  the  harvest  in  this  part  of  Bulgaria,  and 
the  consequent  distress  among  the  peasantry,  whose  livelihood,  one 
may  say,  almost  entirely  depends  on  the  success  of  their  crops ; the 
abnormally  low  prices  prevailing  on  the  Bourgas  market,  which 
rendered  it  next  to  impossible  for  the  cultivator  to  dispose  of  his 
stock  so  as  to  recuperate  himself  for  the  cost  of  harvesting  and 
conveying  to  the  coast ; and  the  paralysing  effect  produced  upon 
general  trade  by  the  capricious  application  of  quarantine  regula- 
tions by  the  Bulgarian  Sanitary  Authorities. 

The  commanding  position  occupied  by  Great  Britain  is  the  British  as 
more  remarkable  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  criticisms  against 
so  frequently  passed  on  the  system  generally  followed  by  merchants  commerdal 
at  home  in  their  dealings  with  this  country.  It  is  pointed  out  methods, 
that  sufficient  pains  are  not  taken  to  solicit  orders  through  com- 
mercial travellers,  who  might  not  only  visit  the  principal  centres, 
but  penetrate  into  the  outlying  districts,  and,  by  means  of  samples 
and  illustrated  price  lists  drawn  up  in  French  or  Bulgarian, 
acquaint  the  inhabitants  more  closely  with  the  nature  of  the  goods 
we  could  supply.  Again,  the  disinclination  of  the  British 
merchant  to  allow  credit,  and  his  indifference  to  the  demand  for 
cheap  goods  of  an  inferior  quality,  are  made  subjects  of  warning 
and  adverse  comment,  and  Austria,  whose  system  is  in  all  these 
respects  entirely  opposed  to  that  actually  followed  by  the  British 
merchant,  is  quoted  as  an  example  of  what  might  be  done  with  the 
view  of  extending  our  trade.  Without  going  so  far  as  to  say  that 
in  course  of  time  some  concessions  to  the  principles  in  favour  with 
our  foreign  competitors  might  not  advantageously  be  made,  I think 
it  is  sufficiently  noteworthy  that,  in  spite— may  it  not  be  in  con- 
sequence ? — of  our  cautious  and  conservative  methods  British 
trade  should  have  succeeded  in  gaining  the  prestige  it  now  possesses 
here. 

(1822)  B 2 
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Increase  of 
direct  steam 
communica- 
tion with. 
Great  Britain. 


British 

imports. 


Austrian 

imports. 


Turkish 

imports. 


Russian 

imports. 

French 

imports. 

German 

imports. 

Italian 

imports. 


Belgian 

imports. 


One  is  led  to  attribute  this  pleasing  result  mainly  to  the 
steadily-increasing  development  of  direct  steam  communication 
with  Great  Britain,  and  also  to  the  reasonableness  of  the  freights 
by  all  our  lines,  in  which  respect  we  stand  unequalled,  and,  indeed, 
appear  to  be  driving  our  rivals  out  of  the  field.  Nor  must  we  lose 
sight  of  the  still  unimpeached  reputation  of  British  goods  for  that 
solidity  and  honesty  of  workmanship  which  form  an  ample  com- 
pensation for  their  initial  costliness  as  compared  with  the  goods 
furnished  by  other  countries. 


Imports . 

During  1893  Great  Britain  imported  goods  to  the  value  of 
79,653 /.  as  compared  with  64,554?.  in  the  preceding  year,  the 
principal  articles  being  textiles  and  cotton  yarns,  iron  and  iron 
goods,  copper,  zinc,  lead,  coffee,  chemicals,  and  coal.  As  regards 
the  first  of  these  items,  her  position  is  as  yet  unassailed,  but 
Belgium  is  becoming  a formidable  competitor  for  iron  and  rails. 

Austria  comes  next,  her  imports  amounting  to  60,468/.,  or 
19,185/.  less  than  those  of  Great  Britain.  Her  specialities  are,  as 
formerly,  sugar,  cigarette-paper,  and  matches,  and  she  also  supplies 
paper,  kitchen  utensils,  crockery,  and  spirits. 

More  than  40,000/.,  representing  sums  of  money  sent  in  groups 
from  Constantinople,  go  to  swell  the  total  of  the  imports  from 
Turkey,  which  include  live  stock,  oil,  fish,  fresh  and  dried  fruit, 
wood,  coal,  and  woven  fabrics.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
tendency  of  the  smaller  retail  dealers  to  buy  European  goods  from 
large  foreign  firms  in  Constantinople  is  steadily  increasing. 

Eussia  imported  chiefly  petroleum,  this  product  having  almost 
entirely  driven  its  American  rival  from  this  market. 

France  imported  goods  to  the  value  of  17,091/.,  the  principal 
articles  being  leather  and  skins  (6,363/.),  quick-lime,  tiles,  drain- 
pipes, lead,  and  cement. 

Germany  imported  chiefly  nails,  crockery,  lamps!  and  rails, 
worth  in  all  13,302/. 

The  unusually  large  figure  representing  the  value  of  Italian 
imports  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  yield  from  the 
Anchialo  salt  pans  having  completely  failed  owing  to  the  inroads  of 
the  sea  during  a violent  gale,  the  supply  of  salt  had  to  be  brought 
from  Italy  at  a cost  of  5,563/.  The  damage  done  to  the  Anchialo 
salt  pans  has,  however,  been  repaired  at  a cost  of  1,280/.,  and  there 
is  every  prospect  of  this  year’s  production  being  fully  up  to  the 
average.  The  other  articles  furnished  by  Italy  are  rice,  leather, 
and  boots. 

The  principal  articles  imported  by  Belgium  were  nails,  zinc, 
window-glass,  pig-iron,  wheels  for  railway  carriages,  and  rails,  in 
which  class  of  goods,  as  already  stated,  Great  Britain  here  meets 
with  a keen  competitor. 

J apan  imported  rice,  and  Holland  chiefly  candles. 
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Exports. 

As  compared  with  the  figures  for  1892,  the  exports  from  Diminution 
Bourgas  have  decreased  by  145,778/.,  their  total  value  being  of  export 
330,691/.,  as  against  476,469/.  in  1892.  trado- 

This  falling-off  is  principally  to  be  explained  by  the  unsatis- 
factory condition  of  the  corn  trade,  which  has  for  some  time  been 
in  a state  of  unprecedented  dulness,  nor  is  there  at  present  any 
prospect  of  improvement,  as  the  tithe  which  has  hitherto  been 
paid  in  kind,  will  henceforward  be  payable  in  cash,  the  amount  of 
duty  being  calculated  on  the  yield  of  five  prosperous  years;  and 
France,  the  principal  purchaser  on  the  Bourgas  market,  has  now 
imposed  a tax  upon  foreign  wheat  of  7 fr.  per  100  kilos.,  which, 
taken  in  conjunction  with  the  price  at  present  ruling  here,  viz., 

9 fr.  50  c.  per  100  kilos.,  can  hardly  fail  to  have  a disastrous  effect 
upon  the  market. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  outlook  for  the  farmer  in  this  Prospects  of 
district  is  far  from  promising,  even  leaving  out  of  account  his  the.  Bjllgarian 
primitive  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  harvesting  his  crop,  tSalist. 
manure  being  never  used,  and  modern  agricultural  appliances, 
though  slowly  gaining  in  popularity,  being  still  looked  upon 
askance. 


The  Yamboli-Bourgas  Railway. 


Oriental 

Railways. 


Although  this  line  cannot  yet  be  considered  to  have  entered  Yamboli- 
on  an  era  of  prosperity,  I believe  that  last  year  an  actual  deficit 
was  avoided,  and  I am  told  that  measures  are  in  contemplation  for 
farther  increasing  the  usefulness  of  this  railroad.  The  heavy  Differential 
differential  tariffs,  however,  which  still  prevail  on  the  Oriental  tariffs  on 
Bailway  Company’s  Line  render  competition  [difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  and  grain  continues  to  be  sent  from  the  Badne, 

Mahall4,  and  Nova  Lagora  districts  to  D6deaghatch,  instead  of  to 
Bourgas,  which  latter  would  appear  to  be  its  natural  destination. 

But  this  ceases  to  excite  astonishment  when  one  learns  that  by  a 
system  of  private  bargains  between  the  Oriental  Bailway  Company 
and  their  clients  a discount,  amounting  occasionally  to  as  much 
as  47£  per  cent.,  is  allowed  on  the  carriage  of  corn  from  Yamboli 
to  Dedeaghatch. 


Shipping. 

Fifty- two  British  steamers  entered  this  port,  and  the  following  British 
figures  will  give  an  idea  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  shipping, 
this  direction  during  the  last  4 years  : — 


20 


BULGARIA. 


Year. 

Number  of 
British  Steamers. 

In  1890 

23 

1891 * 

44 

1892 

47 

1893.. 

62 

French 

shipping. 

Austrian 

shipping. 


Bulgarian 

shipping. 


German 

shipping. 

Turkish  and 

Greek 

shipping. 


It  would  almost  appear  as  if  in  a few  years  the  entire  carrying 
trade  of  this  port  were  destined  to  be  monopolised  by  British  ships, 
which  already  bring  considerable  cargoes  from  Antwerp  and 
convey  the  greater  part  of  the  grain  exported  to  France  at  rates 
with  which  no  foreign  line  appears  able  to  compete. 

The  French  Messageries  Mari  times  steamers  have  ceased  to 
touch  at  Bourgas,  and  the  Austrian  Lloyd’s  Agency  has  been 
suppressed  and  replaced  by  a correspondent.  The  Lloyd  steamers 
now  calling  here  only  twice  a month  on  their  way  from  Constan- 
tinople. 

The  postal  service  between  Bourgas  and  Varna,  which  was 
formerly  entrusted  to  the  Austrian  Lloyd,  is  now  carried  on  by  a 
small  Bulgarian  steamer,  which  touches  here  twice  a week, 
occasionally  calling  at  Anchialo  and  Sizopolis. 

The  Deutsche  Levante  Linie  has  ceased  making  this  a regular 
port  of  call,  and  only  sends  its  steamers  by  special  contract,  but 
the  Turkish  “Courtji”  Line  and  the  Greek  steamer  “ Kimi”  still 
continue  their  regular  service  between  Constantinople,  Bourgas, 
and  Varna,  while  the  number  of  sailing  vessels  is  still  considerable. 


Public  Works. 


New  sea-wall. 


New 

prefecture. 


Militaiy 

barracks.' 

Paying  and 
lighting. 


Bourgas 

harbour. 


As  regards  public  works,  the  most  important  undertaking 
achieved  during  the  past  year  is  the  building  of  a sandstone  sea- 
wall, about  250  yards  long,  in  front  of  the  bank  of  sand  and  mud 
which  hitherto  had  formed  the  quay  of  Bourgas,  and  where  the 
custom-house  depots  and  the  railway  terminus  stand. 

The  block  of  buildings  which  is  to  unite  under  one  roof  the 
prefecture  and  other  departmental  offices  is  slowly  approaching 
completion,  and  two  well-built  barracks  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  garrison  have  been  erected  on  a commanding  and  (compa- 
ratively speaking)  salubrious  site  near  the  town. 

I am  informed  that  some  progress  has  been  made  in  paving 
and  lighting  the  streets  of  Bourgas,  and  a rough-and-ready  mac- 
adam actually  exists  in  some  of  the  more  frequented  thoroughfares ; 
but  dirty  and  tortuous  lanes,  destitute  of  pavement  and  almost 
impassable  after  dark,  are  still  the  general  rule. 

The  projected  harbour  works  have  not  yet  been  commenced, 
but  it  is  expected  that  during  1894  this  most  necessary  under- 
taking will  be  advanced,  although  it  is  calculated  that  at  least  5 
years  must  elapse  before  it  can  be  brought  to  completion. 
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The  Government  has  decided  to  connect  the  town  of  Aitos  on  Aitos- 
the  Yamboli-Bourgas  line  with  Provadia,  a station  on  the  Roust-  Provadia 
chouk- Varna  Railway,  by  means  of  a chaussde  some  90  kiloms.  in  Cliaussge* 
length,  of  which  47  kiloms  lie  within  the  district  of  Bourgas. 

The  work  will  be  done  by  forced  labour,  every  peasant  being  com- 
pelled to  give  his  services  for  10  days  or  to  pay  20  fr.  in  lieu  of 
labour,  and  all  the  expense  of  providing  and  conveying  stones, 
earth,  &c.,  will  thus  be  avoided  by  the  Treasury.  The  actual  work 
of  road-making  has  not  been  commenced,  but  twelve  small  iron 
bridges  have  already  been  erected,  and  their  number  will  even- 
tually be  forty-five,  costing  the  Government  about  30,000  fr.  When 
this  chaussee  is  completed,  it  will  be  possible,  under  favourable 
conditions,  to  accomplish  the  journey  from  Provadia  to  Aitos  in  a 
single  day,  so  that  travellers  will  have  an  alternative  to  the  sea- 
route  by  Varna  and  Bourgas,  and  a large  district  will  be  brought 
within  reach  of  two  lines  of  railway,  a result  which  can  hardly 
fail  to  be  most  beneficial  to  the  inhabitants. 


Final  Remarks. 

.1  feel  a certain  diffidence  in  hazarding  a forecast  of  what 
fortunes  may  await  the  commerce  of  Bourgas  during  the  next  few 
years,  but  I think  it  may  fairly  be  said  that,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  anomalous  political  condition  of  the  country  generally, 
the  bad  harvest,  prolonged  quarantine,  the  absence  of  a harbour, 
and  the  crushing  tariff  system  of  the  Oriental  Railway  Company, 
trade  has  not  suffered  so  much  as  might  have  been  expected,  and 
that,  although  at  the  present  moment  the  outlook  is  not  brilliant 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  ultimate  realisation  of  the  hopes 
entertained  regarding  the  future  of  Bourgas  as  the  distributing 
centre  of  southern  Bulgaria. 

Annex  A (1  and  2). — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of 
Bourgas  during  the  Year  1893. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

... 

52 

52 

Austrian  ... 

1 

7 

8 

German 

8 

8 

Greek 

*17 

41 

58 

Turkish 

111 

3 

114 

Bulgarian  ... 

31 

31 

Italian 

3 

3 

French 

9 

9 

Spanish 

1 

1 

Norwegian ... 

1 

1 

Roumanian... 

”’l 

1 

Russian 

1 

... 

] 

Samian 

2 

2 

Total 

133 

10,688 

156 

99,694 

289 

110,382 

22 


BULGARIA. 


Annex  B (1).— -Beturn  of  Principal  Articles  of'  Export  from 
Bourgas  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1893. 

1893. 

1892. 

Live  stock. . 

Head  . . 

15,667 

£ 

5,352 

£ 

Animal  food  products  . . . . 

Cwts.  .. 

1,540 

3,027 

, , 

Grain  and  grain  products 

Quarters 

290,673 

298,187 

. . 

Vegetables,  plants,  seeds,  &c.  .. 

Cwts.  . . 

1,694 

565 

. . 

Colonials  (tobacco) 

v • • 

1,304 

2,222 

. . 

Combustibles  (firewood  and 
charcoal) 

99  • * 

40,031 

3,064 

Perfumery  (otto  of  roses,  rose- 
water, &c.) 

9)  * * 

638 

391 

Furs,  skins,  hides,  &c.  . . , . 

1,877 

3,834 

. » 

Textiles  (“  Abba,”  “ Gaitan  ”)  . . 

99  * * 

1,666 

10,378 

,, 

Paint,  dye-stuffs,  varnishes 

99  • • 

307 

2,036 

, , 

Wood,  wooden  goods,  furniture  . . 

;;  • • 

11,612 

1,502 

, , 

V arious  . . 

99  • • 

116 

125 

•• 

Total  , „ . . 

•• 

•• 

330,683 

415,107 

Annex  B (2), — Bet  urn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Bourgas 
during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1893. 

1893. 

1892. 

Animal  food  products  . . 

Cwts. 

5,204 

£ 

6,439 

£ 

Grain  and  grain  products  . . 

Quarters 

4,591 

4,452 

Fruit,  vegetables,  &c.  . . 

Cwts. 

990 

970 

Colonials  . . . . . . 

» • • 

29,355 

37,561 

Liquids  and  beverages  . . 

Kilos.  . . 

264,558 

8,322 

Tinned  provisions 

Cwts. 

6,981 

7,841 

Chemical  products 

,, 

2,412 

1,665 

1,903 

Paints,  dye-stuffs,  varnishes 

9}  • • 

4,858 

Mineral  oils,  resin,  &c.  . . 

99  • • 

66,536 

20,214 

Vegetable  oils,  candles,  soap,  &c. 

99  • • 

11,976 

20,591 

Earthenware,  glass,  stoneware  . . 

99  • * 

38,548 

10,605 

Metals  and  hardware 

99  • • 

116,182 

95,485 

Wood,  wooden  goods,  furniture. . 
Paper  and  stationery 

99  • • 

35,279 

7,685 

99  • * 

4,075 

5,624 

Skins,  leather,  boots  and  shoes  . . 

99  • • 

2,106 

13,863 

Cotton-yarn  and  textiles..  ,. 

99  • * 

18,523 

56,525 

Machinery  . , 

99  * * 

2,479 

5,321 

Matches,  cartridge,  guns 

99  • • 

1,520 

2,610 

812 

Caoutchouc  and  guttapercha 

99  • s 

67 

Manure 

))  • • 

15 

147 

Combustibles  (coal,  wood) 

99  • • 

120,415 

7,558 

Drugs  and  medicines 

99  • • 

195 

1,149 

Perfumery  . . . . , . 

99  • • 

45 

326 

Books,  engravings,  ornaments  . . 

99  • • 

149 

1,755 

Various  .. 

99  • • 

88,304 

6,199 

Total 

•• 

328,815 

476,469 
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Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Bourgas  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Country. 

1893. 

1892. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Great  Britain  . . 

£ 

79,653 

£ 

6,484 

£ 

£ 

Austria  . . 

60,468 

2,091 

France  . . . , 

17,091 

169,432 

19,678 

Germany 

13,302 

Belgium 

10,606 

2,649 

Russia  . . 

27,029 

289 

Italy 

14,988 

789 

Japan  .. 

2,083 

. . 

Switzerland 

1,782 

, , 

Holland 

,682 

, # 

Greece  . . 

514 

4,656 

Spain  . . 

. . 

48,858 

Turkey  . . 

•>. 

94,972 

71,831 

Roumania 

4,961 

3,934 

Various.. 

693 

•• 

Total  . . 

•• 

328,824 

330,691 

415,107 

476,469 

V ARNA. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Brophy  reports  as  follows : — - 


General  Review . 

The  trade  of  the  year  under  review  does  not  present  any  marked 
characteristics  or  tendency  distinguishing  it  from  its  immediate 
predecessors  ; the  increase  or  decrease  of  different  categories  of  im- 
ported goods  being*  mostly  normal  and  accountable  for  by  the  state  ^0t  much 
of  the  stocks  in  hand  remaining  over  from  the  previous  year,  while  change  in 
the  percentage  participation  of  the  various  countries  remains  about  imPorts- 
the  same. 

Both  imports  and  exports,  however,  in  spite  of  the  quarantine  increase, 
restrictions  prevailing  during  the  best  part  of  the  last  12  months, 
show  an  increase:  the  former  of  15  per  cent,  as  to  quantity,  but 
only  5 per  cent,  as  to  value ; but  this  is  to  be  explained  by  the 
large  increase  of  coal  imported,  a low  priced  article,  as  compared 
with  the  small  quantity  landed  here  in  1892. 

The  harvest  of  1893  fully  bore  out  the  promise  of  spring,  being  Harvest 
from  25  per  cent,  to  33  per  cent,  over  average,  thus  permitting  ^^ant^but 
shipments  40  per  cent,  greater  in  bulk  than  in  the  previous  year,  pnces  ow’ 
but  unfortunately  the  values  realised  on  them  amounted  to  only 
23  per  cent,  more,  this  being  of  course  owing  to  the  low  prices  of 
grain. 

As  regards  British  commercial  interests  it  is  gratifying  to  be  British 

shipping. 
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attained 

premier 

position. 


Imports  and 
exports  well 
above  the 
average. 


Trade  will 
probably 
show  a 
decline  next 
year. 


able  to  point  out  that  while  the  bulk  of  the  grain  carrying  trade 
has  always  fallen  to  British  vessels,  this  is  the  first  time  that 
British  shipping  has  attained  the  premier  position  as  regards 
cargoes  imported. 

In  fact,  in  some  respects  1893  may  be  considered  as  a record 
year  for  Varna,  its  imports  and  exports  being  larger  than  those  of 
any  of  the  preceding  10  years,  or  since  the  time  that  anything  like 
accurate  statistics  have  become  available. 

The  prices  of  grain,  however,  have  been  so  wretchedly  low 
during  the  first  5 months  of  this  present  year,  with  no  hardening 
tendency,  that  it  is  probable,  as  the  coming  harvest  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  equal  its  foregoer,  that  the  next  year’s  trade  report  will 
not  show  such  satisfactory  results. 


Slight 

increase. 


Principal 

British 

imports. 


Agricultural 

machinery. 


English 
reapers 
especially 
adapted  for 
the  country. 

German 

trade 

increasing. 


Imports. 

As  mentioned  above,  imports  show  a slight  increase,  which  if 
the  coal  cargoes  were  left  aside  would  amount  to  about  8 per  cent, 
or  10  per  cent,  in  value  on  the  other  products. 

The  principal  of  these  show  a decrease  in  six  of  the  categories 
of  goods,  varying  from  5 per  cent,  to  40  per  cent.,  while  there  is 
an  improvement  of  from  5 per  cent,  to  46  per  cent,  in  six  other 
classes. 

British  exporting  firms  are  concerned  mainly  with  colonials, 
textiles,  metals,  machinery,  &c. 

The  figures  for  the  first  named  show  a slight  falling-off, 
ascribable  to  the  existence  of  reserves  from  the  large  importations 
of  the  previous  year ; the  second,  third,  and  fourth,  an  augmenta- 
tion of  respectively  11  per  cent.,  5 per  cent.,  and  46  per  cent. 

A good  number  of  light  and  cheap  German  ploughs,  half  iron, 
half  wood,  are  imported,  but  on  the  holdings,  larger  and  more  ex- 
pensive instruments  do  not  find  a sale,  although  in  the  Bulgarian 
Dobroudja  by  Baltchik,  where  the  farms  are  larger,  some  reaping 
machines,  and  especially  a form  of  Hornsby’s  reaper  and  self- 
binder,  which  has  now  been  modified  by  lessening  the  draught  and 
by  constructing  the  knife-board  to  cut  on  the  right  hand  side,  thus 
adapting  it  for  use  with  oxen,  has  found  favour  and  is  likely  to 
meet  with  an  increased  demand. 

German  imports  with  a value  of  32,000/.,  now  take  a modest 
fourth  place,  coming  after  Austria-Hungary  with  98,000/.,  and 
before  France  with  28,000/.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in 
1891  and  1892  that  country  figured  for  only  16,000/.  and  22,000/., 
respectively,  thus  showing  that  German  manufacturers  may  be  on 
the  way  to  become  formidable  competitors  in  this  market.  It 
must  be  added,  however,  that  during  this  period  Germany  took  an 
increasing  quantity  of  Bulgarian  grain,  but  as  the  tariff  war  with 
Bussia  has  now  come  to  an  end,  her  purchases  will  very  possibly 
dwindle  to  almost  nothing,  and  may  be,  if  the  commercial  dictum 
is  true — though  falsified  by  the  relative  exchanges  between  Austria 
and  Bulgaria — her  future  sales  also  may  be  affected  thereby. 
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The  sales  of  foreign  spirits — from  Hungary  and  Russia — indi-  Alcohol, 
cate  a decline  of  about  one-fifth,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  this 
tendency  will  be  accentuated  in  coming  years. 


Exports. 

Last  years  spring  and  summer  weather — with  the  exception  of 
an  extremely  heavy  hailstorm  in  the  month  of  July,  which  played 
great  local  havoc  in  the  fields  and  vineyards — was  extremely 
favourable  for  cereals,  and  particularly  for  maize  and  other  spring 
sawn  crops,  so  that  there  was  a large  surplus  for  exportation. 

The  price  per  ton  of  grain  in  general  during  the  year  1893 
averaged  4 1.  11s.  2d.,  as  against  51.  12s.  6 d.  in  1892. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  it  will  be  well  to  mention  that,  Tithes 
since  1892,  the  tithe  payment  in  kind  of  one-tenth  of  the  produce  [^mutl0ed  : 
has  been  commuted  to  a money  tax  based  on  the  average  combined  proeVg  onerous 
yields  and  values  during  the  5 years  1888-92.  if  yield  or 

Now  these  representative  years  either  produce  fair  harvest,  or  prices  low. 
else  the  price  fetched  by  grain  was  very  remunerative  as  compared 
with  the  present  and  prospective  standards,  so  that  the  commuted 
tax  stands  rather  high. 

Should,  therefore,  the  ensuing  crop  prove  a short  one  it  is  very 
probable  that  the  Government  will  have  to  cope  with  a widespread 
discontent  among  the  agricultural  population  and  be  forced  either 
to  reduce  this  money  payment,  or  else  to  revert  to  the  old  system 
of  receiving  payment  in  kind. 

This  last  year  the  superabundant  yield  counteracted  upon  the 
otherwise  certain  loss  caused  by  bad  prices,  but  it  is  evident  that 
such  a favourable  circumstance  cannot  always  be  safely  counted 
upon  to  tide  the  peasant  over  his  difficulties. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a slight  recovery  in  the  amount  ex-  Poultry, 
ported  as  compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year.  But  as 
the  chief  poultry  breeders,  the  Mussulman  villagers,  have  lately  Mussulman 
been  emigrating  at  the  rate  of  2,000  persons  per  annum  from  the 
six  immediate  districts  alone  composing  the  Prefecture  of  Varna 
with  a total  jjopulation  of  206,614  souls,  whereof  92,817  are 
Mussulmans,  this  branch  of  local  trade  will  probably  go  on 
declining. 

Show  a diminution  of  nearly  40  per  cent.,  but  this  was  probably  IIides  a^d 
owing  to  the  severe  winter  of  1892-93  having  caused  serious  skins' 
mortality  among  sheep  and  cattle. 

As  a rule,  the  natural  grass  lands  hereabouts  do  not  produce  Hay : 
more  hay  than  barely  sufficient  for  the  local  wants,  and  that  not-  ^ceujlal°’ts 
withstanding  that  the  principal  fodder  given  to  cattle  and  horses  chopped 
is  bruised  straw.  money. 

It  happened,  kbwever,  that  the  spring  weather  of  1893  was  ex- 
ceptionally favourable  for  the  growth  of  grass,  and  this  combined 
with  the  phenomenally  high  prices  obtainable  for  hay  in  all  the 
west  and  north  of  Europe  during  the  early  summer  induced 
speculators  to  go  in  for  buying  up  hay,  ordering  compressing 
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place. 
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tion greater. 


Bulgarian 

steamship 

company  will 

shortly 

commence 

operations. 


machines,  &c.  They  burnt  their  fingers  seriously  however ; 
principally  because  they  omitted  to,  or  were  incapable  of  entering 
into  the  necessary  calculations  such  as  to  the  space  taken  up 
by  1 ton  of  hay  and  the  consequent  cost  of  freight,  &c. 


Balance  of  Trade. 

As  is  seen  in  the  tables  appended,  the  imports  at  the  port  of 
Varna  amounted  to  638,000/.,  whereas  the  exports  represented 
652,000/.  The  grain  shipped  from  the  port  of  Baltchik  may  be 
safely  put  down  at  about  280,000/.,  from  which  would  have  to  be 
deducted  about  10,000/.  for  imports,  thus  leaving  for  these  two 
ports  a balance  of  284,000/.  in  favour  of  the  principality. 


Shipping. 

The  official  navigation  returns  for  the  port  of  Varna  furnished 
by  the  Statistical  Bureau  were  this  year  so  absurdly  erroneous  and 
defective  as  to  be  utterly  useless.  It  was,  fortunately,  possible  to 
obtain  trustworthy  details  on  most  of  the  points  from  other  sources, 
but  as  regards  the  quantity  and  values  of  merchandise  discharged 
and  shipped  by  vessels  under  the  Turkish  and  Greek  flags,  these 
had  to  be  lumped  together.  The  trade  report  for  the  year  1892 
pointed  out  that  our  British  shipping  at  Varna  was  drawing  up  on 
a level,  in  all  respects,  with  that  under  the  Austrian  flag,  but  last 
year  was  the  first  time  that  the  number  (81)  and  tonnage  (98,119)  of 
British  steamers,  as  well  as  the  quantity  and  values  of  their  cargoes 
both  discharged  and  shipped  at  this  place,  have  surpassed  those  of 
the  Austrian. 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  quarantine  im- 
posed upon  arrivals  from  Constantinople,  the  number  of  the 
Austrian  vessels  might  have  been  doubled,  but  it  is  to  be  doubted 
if  they  would  have  brought  much  more  cargo,  not  only  because 
they  have  many  and  increasing  competitors  in  the  transhipment 
trade  from  that  port,  but  also  because  there  is  a marked  tendency 
of  late  years  for  goods  to  be  shipped  direct,  whether  it  be  from 
London  and  Liverpool  or  from  Hamburg  and  Antwerp.  Some 
years  ago  the  carrying  trade  between  Constantinople,  Bourgas,  and 
Varna  was  virtually  monopolised  by  the  Austrian  Lloyd  Company, 
but  since  then  a Turkish  Steamship  Company,  the  Kourtdje,  and 
a small  Greek  steamer  have  entered  into  competition,  and  this 
present  year  will  probably  see  at  least  three  new  and  serious  rivals 
on  the  scene.  Of  the  two  boats  ordered  last  year  by  this  sub- 
ventioned  company,  one,  the  smaller  intended  .for  the  coasting- 
trade  between  the  Bulgarian  ports,  has  already  been  launched  on 
the  Tyne,  and  will  probably  commence  running  regularly  towards 
the  end  of  June  ; and  the  other  is  to  be  ready  a month  later. 

Freights  began  low,  about  7 s.  6d.  per  ton  -wheat,  but  later  on 
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they  improved,  getting  up  to  13s.,  and  the  average  was  a trifle  Freights : an 
higher  than  during  the  previous  year.  improvement 

Last  year  the  advisability  of  British  exporting  firms  wishing  to  on  Previous 
push  their  manufactures  giving  the  metrical  equivalents  of  British  Notice  to 
weights  and  measures  was  pointed  out,  and  it  now  appears  that  the  shippers : 
Bulgarian  Government  will  shortly  insist  upon  all  ships’  manifests  °^gt  be 
and  bills  of  lading  indicating  the  weight  in  kilogrammes  of  what-  indicated  in 
soever  merchandise  may  be  borne  on  them.  kilogrammes. 


Public  Works . 

The  highroads  connecting  Varna  with  Shumla  (about  90kiloms.),  Road-making. 
Varna  with  Dobritch  (50  kiloms.),  and  Dobritch  with  Baltchik 
(30  kiloms.)  are  all  but  finished,  and  the  same  may  be  said  for  the 
small  branch  line  of  railway  (20  kiloms.)  connecting  Shumla  Town 
with  Shumla  Boad.  In  addition  to  this,  a road  across  the  Balkans 
from  the  railway  station  of  Pravadi  on  the  north  to  that  of  Aidos 
on  the  south  has  been  commenced. 

It  is  expected  that  next  year  the  harbour  works  of  this  port 
will  be  commenced. 


Upturn  of  Imports  and  Exports  at  the  Port  of  Varna  during  the  Year  1893, 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Varna  during  the  Year 

1893. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

I 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

81 

98,119 

81 

98,119 

£ 

247,790 

240,890 

Austrian  

57 

52,532 

57 

52,532 
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*1 

’*307 

7 
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8 
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150 
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8 
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Greek  j 

12 
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28 
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97 
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77 
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39,500 
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8 

10,258 

8 
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Others  

3 

2,897 

3 

2,897 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

110 

14,352 

269 

220,561 

379 

234,913 

638,830 

55 

7,020 

298 

260,691 

353 

267,711 

606,700 

Cleared. 


Nationality. 
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Total. 

Value  of 
Cargoes. 
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Tons. 

j Number  of 
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Number  of 
Vessels. 
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81 

98,119 

81 

98,119 

£ 

288,450 

Austrian  

57 

52,532 

57 

52,532 

104,800 

Italian  

* "l 

307 

7 

10,432 

8 

10,739 

31,700 

French  

8 

10,060 

8 

10,060 

29,850 

Greek  

12 

3,045 

28 

7,763 

40 

10,808  V 

Turkish  

97 

11,000 

77 

28,500 

174 

39,500  1 

German  

8 

10,258 

8 

10,258  f 

i'J  1 ,oUU 

Others  

3 

2,897 

3 

2,897  J 

Total  

110 

14,352 

269 

220,561 

379 

234,913 

652,100 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

56 

7,322 

298 

260,307 

354 

267,629 

527,900 
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Trade  bad. 
Reasons. 


Mussulman 

emigration. 


Cardiff  coal. 

Imports 

increasing. 


Manchester 
goods  : 
conflicting 
results. 


Building. 


Tin-plates  and 
sheet-iron. 


Tiles. 


Difficulty  in 
translating 
weights, 
measures,  &c. 

Metric  system. 


Roustchouk. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Dalziel  reports  as  follows : — 

The  trade  of  the  district  of  Roustchouk  during  the  year  1893 
must  be  described  as  bad ; the  falling-off  results  from  (1),  the 
increased  stringency  and  long  duration  of  quarantine  regulations  in 
the  second  year  of  a cholera  scare ; (2),  the  low  prices  of  cereals, 
the  mainstay  of  the  country  from  which  the  bulk  of  the  people 
derive  their  income,  and  of  course  their  capacity  to  buy  foreign 
merchandise ; (3),  the  continuing  emigration  of  the  Mussulman 
population,  who  have  always  been  the  best  buyers  of  Manchester 
goods  ; this  emigration  is  a source  of  serious  concern  to  the  Govern- 
ment,  as,  in  many  cases,  it  cannot  induce  the  Christian  population, 
which  is  rapidly  increasing,  to  occupy  the  lands  left  vacant,  that  is 
to  say,  when,  as  often  happens,  there  is  a want  of  water. 

The  imports  of  coal  continue  to  show  a great  increase : Cardiff 
coal  for  public  consumption  being  4,581  tons  in  1893,  against 
1,571  tons  in  1892,  against  934  tons  in  1891 ; no  doubt  this  trade 
was  a little  overdone  last  year,  as  most  of  the  importers  have 
stocks  left  over  from  the  winter,  whereas  there  was  scarcely  a ton 
left  anywhere  after  the  winter  of  1892-93  ; but  at  the  same  time 
the  consumption  is  increasing  and  must  continue  to  do  so. 

The  importation  of  Manchester  goods  shows  contradictory 
results ; on  the  one  hand  yarns  show  a diminution  of  about  15  per 
cent. ; on  the  other,  prints  and  plain  cloths  an  augmentation  of 
about  15  per  cent.;  this  trade,  however,  is  getting  more  into  the 
hands  of  natives,  and  consequently  my  statistics,  which  I can  only 
get  from  British  houses,  are  not  so  reliable  as  formerly. 

A good  deal  of  building  has  been  going  on,  and  the  desire  to 
have  handsome  shops  and  houses  seems  to  be  rapidly  increasing. 
The  local  stone  is  not  very  good,  but  being  easily  worked,  is  capable 
of  making  handsome  facades,  and  it  is  always  backed  with  brick 
to  keep  out  damp.  The  buildings  are  mostly  roofed  with  tin-plate  or 
sheet-iron  of  some  sort ; these  are  articles  of  British  production, 
but  I regret  to  say  that  the  quality  of  the  former  is  not  now  so 
good  as  it  used  to  be. 

Local  tiles  are  still  used  but  they  are  not  good,  and  many  people 
have  tried  French  tiles,  but  not  very  successfully ; Austrian  tiles 
seem  to  keep  out  the  rain  and  snow  better.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  seemed  to  me  that  there  is  a large  field  for  the  numerous 
terra-cotta  articles  now  produced  in  Britain,  and  I -wrote  to  several 
manufacturers  for  prices  current  with  the  idea  of  getting  some  local 
man  to  take  up  the  agency ; unluckily,  however,  all  these  articles 
are  made  to  scales  of  inches,  and  prices  are  quoted  by  feet,  inches, 
squares,  or  some  other  unknown  measure,  while  the  weights  are  in 
tons,  cwts.,  lbs.,  and  the  money  in  l.  s.  d.,  while  people  here  use  the 
metric  system,  and  the  result  is  that  I have  not  yet  found  anyone 
with  patience  enough  to  think  the  enterprise  worth  his  trouble ; 
and  any  flooring  tiles,  roofing  tiles,  or  terra-cotta  ornaments  have 
up  till  now  been  furnished  by  Austria,  where  also  the  metric  system 
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of  weights  and  measures  is  used,  as,  indeed,  it  is  in  Germany,  and 
almost  everywhere  in  the  world  except  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  mere  calculation  of  money  does  not  so  much  matter,  for  it 
is  necessary  in  every  case  to  make  some  calculation  of  exchange ; 
but  the  transmutation  of  our  heterogeneous  weights  and  measures 
into  something  understandable  is  a most  serious  question  and 
causes  us  very  great  prejudice. 

The  spirit  of  joint  stock  association  has  evidently  taken  deep  Joint- stock 
root  in  Bulgaria ; last  year  I mentioned  the  Eoustchouk  Fire  and  Assurance 
Life  Assurance  Company  as  having  made  a good  start  in  1892  ; in  company. 
1893  it  appears  to  have  done  still  better,  as  according  to  the  balance 
sheet  the  net  profits  were  10,000/.,  and  the  dividend  paid  7,200/. 
or  12  percent,  on  the  share  capital  of  60,000/.  Such  undertakings 
have  a great  advantage  in  this  country  over  similar  ones  in  Britain, 
in  that  they  employ  their  disposable  funds  at  7 per  cent,  to  10  per 
cent,  with  perfect  ease  and  good  security. 

A small  banking  company  named  the  “ Girdap,”  although  really  Glrdap  Bank, 
much  older  as  an  association,  is  only  now  coming  into  prominence, 
because  of  its  peculiar  system  of  obtaining  a capital  which  is  only 
now  bearing  fruit.  Originally  established  in  1882,  exclusively  as 
a savings  bank  with  a capital  of  400  shares  of  10  fr.  (8s.)  or  160/. ; 
each  shareholder  had  further  to  pay  2 fr.  (Is.  6d)  per  month.  It 
was  recognised  in  1887  with  capital  of  1,000  shares  of  1,000  fr. 
each  nominal  (40/.),  but  only  100  fr.  per  share  (4/.)  paid  up.  All 
profits  are  carried  to  capital  account,  and,  in  addition,  a monthly 
subscription  of  2 fr.  (almost  11.  per  annum),  had  to  be  paid  for  each 
share  up  to  1890 ; in  1891  it  was  4 fr.  (almost  21.  per  annum)  ; in 
1892  and  thereafter  the  monthly  subscription  has  been  at  the  rate 
of  5 fr.  (4s.),  with  the  result  that  at  December  31, 1893,  the  paid-up 
capital,  including  profit  not  distributed,  stood  at  512,828  fr.  85  c., 
or  say  20,513/.,  out  of  the  total  nominal  capital  of  40,000/.  which 
had  been  subscribed  in  1887. 

At  the  rate  which  has  hitherto  prevailed  of  21.  8s.  per  share, 
plus  profits  of  say  12  per  cent.,  it  is  pretty  certain  that  the  whole 
capital  will  be  paid  up  in  1897,  and,  thereafter,  the  profits,  what- 
ever they  are,  will  be  distributed  to  the  shareholders  instead  of 
carried  to  capital.  The  success  which  has  attended  this  small  bank 
has  induced  people  in  other  towns  to  follow  its  example,  and,  I 
believe,  several  banks  are  now  in  formation  based  on  the  same 
principles. 

The  following  are  the  official  statistics  of  exports  and  imports 
at  each  of  the  ports  in  this  consular  district  during  the  year 
1892 
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Tutrakan. 

Head. 

2 

Tons  cwts.  qr. 
0 3 0 

35  4 1 

0 16  2 

92  9 2 

21  14  2 

0 6 2 

339  16  1 

3 13  2 

0 6 0 

119  10  2 

2 8 0 

0 13  1 

28  9 2 

30  3 1 

1,029  9 2 

2 5 0 

0 14  2 

8 0 0 

Number. 

13 

Tons  cwts.  qr. 
15  6 0 

475  *18  0 

Roustchouk. 

Head. 

79 

Tons  cwts.  qr. 
68  4 1 

500  14  2 

25  12  2 

1,119  12  1 

105  6 3 

59  13  0 

3 5 2 

8,855  8 2 

143  16  1 

352  11  2 

1,210  15  3 

257  5 1 

34  0 2 

11  7 2 

972  2 1 

892  6 0 

8,665  9 2 

311  13  0 

217  14  2 

1,294  18  0 

12  1 0 

1 11  0 

Number. 

94 

Tons  cwts.  qr. 
426  19  0 

13  16  2 

4 0 2 

2,780  4 1 
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Widdin. 

Head. 

200 

Tons  cwts.  qr. 
1 0 2 

257  15  0 

9 6 0 

200  0 0 

209  8 2 

5 13  2 

4 10  2 

2,192  15  0 

17  9 0 

27  9 1 

478  7 1 

60  13  2 

8 14  1 

1 10  2 

739  13  0 

308  3 2 

1,992  14  1 

32  0 0 

24  9 1 

128  16  2 

0 18  0 

1 18  2 

Number. 

131 

Tons  cwts.  qr. 
81  19  3 

14  0 

0 7 1 

1,040  15  0 

Customs  Category. 

1.  Living  animals 

2.  Eatables,  produced  from  animals  

3.  Cereals  and  their  products  

4.  Fruits,  vegetables,  oil  seeds,  &c 

5.  Colonials 

6.  Spirits  

7.  Preserved  provisions,  jams,  &c 

8.  Manure  and  refuse  

9.  Combustibles  

10.  Chemicals 

11.  Dye-stuffs,  tanning  stuffs,  colours,  &c 

12.  Resin,  mineral  oil,  glue,  &c 

13  Oils,  fats,  wax,  and  their  products  

14.  Drugs,  &c...,  

15.  Perfumery 

16.  Stones,  earth,  glass,  and  their  products  

17.  Metals  and  their  products  

18.  Raw  materials  for  wood  carving  and  working  

19.  Paper  and  stationery  

20.  Skins  and  their  products  

21.  Textiles,  clothing,  hats,  &c 

22.  Caoutchouc  and  its  products 

23.  Carriages,  wagons,  &c 

24.  Machinery,  instruments,  &c 

25.  Quincaillerie,  jewellery,  &c 

26.  Literature,  pictures,  stationery,  &c 

27.  Sundries* 

Under  head  27  are  now  comprised  arms  and  ammunition  and  salt,  the  latter  forming  ebulk  of  the  imports. 
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New  Series  of  Reports 
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# , 

..  lid. 
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..  lid. 
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t , 

..  2*d. 
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..  2id. 
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# # 

..  lid. 
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..  2d. 

1332.  Calais  . * 

..  2|d. 
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..  Id. 
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. , 

..  Id. 
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..  Id. 
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..  2jd. 
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..  Id. 
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. . 

..  Id. 
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. . 

..  8Id. 
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..  lid. 
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• • 

..  lid. 
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2id. 
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# # 

..  lid. 
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..  Id. 
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..  lid. 
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..  lid. 
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, . 

..  21d. 

1401.  Tainan  . . 
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..  lid. 

1403.  Aleppo 

..  Id. 
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..  2d. 
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, , 

. . Id. 

1409.  Amsterdam . . 
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. . 

..  Id. 
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..  Id.  j 

1411.  Damascus  . , 

..  Id. 
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. . Id.  j 
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, . 

..  3jd. 
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..  Id. 
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. . 

. . 2d.  1 
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..  lid. 
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, . 

..  id. 
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..  2d. 
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2d. 
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..  6d. 

1357.  Paraguay  . . 

• • 

..  5d. 
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..  lid. 
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. . 4id. 
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..  Id. 
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..  lid. 
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. . 

..  lid. 
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1361.  Brest  .. 

..  Id. 

1421.  Yokohama  . , 

..  lid. 

1362.  Syra.. 
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..  id. 

1363.  Suakin  . . 

..  Id. 

1423.  Tunis 

..  lid. 

1364.  Callao 

, . 

..  Id. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah  . . Id. 

1365.  Pirseus 

, . 

..  2d. 

1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Su 

..  7d. 

1366.  Stettin 

..  2d. 

1426.  Erzeroum  . . 

..  Id. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

..  2id. 

1427.  Christiania 

..  5|d. 

1368.  Angora 

. . 

. . Id. 

1428.  Charleston  . . 

..  5id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

. „ 

..  2d. 

1429.  Meshed 

Id. 

1370.  Genoa 

..  3id. 

1430.  Copenhagen. . 

..  id. 

1371.  Batoum 

..  2d. 

1431.  Galveston  . . 

..  2id. 

1372.  Rouen 

. . 

..  2id. 

1432.  Hamburg  . . 

..  2id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

. . 

..  id. 

1433.  Brindisi 

..  2id. 

1374.  Nantes 

..  l|d. 

1434.  Gothenburg 

..  2d. 

1375.  Taganrog  .. 

..  2!d. 

1435.  Kiungchow . . 

..  Id. 

1376.  Ispahan 

. . 

..  4id. 

1436.  St.  Petersburg 

..  id. 

1377.  Leghorn 

..  2d. 

1437.  Malaga  . . 

..  Id. 

1378.  Cagliari 

..  Id. 

1438.  Chicago 

..  2 id. 

1379.  Boston  .. 

..  Id. 

1439.  Odessa  . . 

..  2d. 

1380.  Palermo 

..  3d. 

1410.  Tabreez 

..  id. 

1381.  New  York  . . 

. . 

..  2d. 

1441.  Tahiti 

..  id. 

1382.  Zanzibar 

. . 

..  2d. 

1442.  Shanghai 

..  2d. 

1383.  Naples 

. . 

..  lid. 

1443.  Nagasaki 

..  Id. 

1384.  Constantinople 

. , 

..  2d. 

1444.  Madrid 

..  2id. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres 

. . 

..  5id. 

1445.  Malaga 

..  2id. 

1386.  Caracas 

. , 

..  Hd. 

1446.  Rotterdam  . . 

..  Id. 

1387.  Yienna 

. . 

..  lid. 

1447.  Port  Said  . . 

..  Id. 

1888.  Madeira 

• • 

..  id. 

1448.  Bulgaria  .. 

..  2id. 

No.  1449. 

Reference  to  previous  Report , Annual  Series  No,  1286, 


RUSSIA. 

WARSAW. 


Consul-General  Grant  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley . 

My  Lord,  Warsaw,  July  6,  1894. 

1 have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship  my 
Commercial  Report  for  the  year  1893,  and  I beg  leave  to  explain 
that  it  has  not  been  possible  for  me  to  send  it  sooner,  because  I 
have  had  to  condense  the  statistics  of  three  years  instead  of  one,, 
those  for  1890  and  1891  having  reached  me  almost  simultaneously 
with  those  for  1892. 

Owing  to  the  form  in  which  these  statistics  are  drawn  up,  the 
imports  and  exports  of  72  Polish  custom-houses  have  to  be 
worked  out  in  detail  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  results  which  are 
necessary  for  the  compilation  of  Tables  A,  B,  and  C,  required  by 
the  Consular  instructions,  and  it  is  therefore  a work  which  takes 
up  a great  deal  of  time. 

A further  delay  has  been  occasioned  by  the  recent  unavoidable 
absence  of  my  clerk  who  had  prepared  the  tables,  and  without 
whose  assistance  I could  not  check  the  work  he  had  done. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  HENRY  GRANT. 
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Trade  and  Commerce. 

Having  at  last  succeeded  in  procuring  the  “ Obzors  ” published  Statistics  of 
by  the  Russian  Government  for  1890-92,  relative  to  the  imports  Sports8  in 
and  exports  of  those  3 years  respectively,  I can  now  fill  up  the  1890-92. 
gap  which  was  left  in  my  commercial  report  of  last  year,*  in  this 
respect,  by  Tables  A,  B,  and  C,  in  the  appendix,  in  which  will  be 
found  the  usual  particulars  relative  to  the  principal  articles 
imported  and  exported  to  and  from  the  district  of  this  Consulate- 
General,  in  the  course  of  the  3 years  aforesaid. 

The  “Obzor”  for  1893,  respecting  the  imports  and  exports 
through  the  Polish  custom-houses,  has  not  yet  been  published. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  through  the  Polish  custom-  ImPorts* 
houses  rose  in  1890  to  18,317,030/.  (an  increase  of  over  4,500,000/. 
as  compared  to  the  preceding  year);  in  1891,  to  20,756,146/.; 
and  in  1892,  to  22,976,054/. 

This  considerable  increase  was  not  due  to  any  development  of  Increase 
the  import  trade  of  Poland  itself,  but  almost  entirely  to  the 
transit  trade  from  Germany  to  Russia  through  the  Polish  custom-  wierzbolowo 
house  of  Wierzbolowo,  which  rose  from  4,894,921/.  in  1890,  to  custom- 
14,627,496/.  in  1892,  mainly  owing  to  an  increased  importation  house- 
of  precious  metals,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  footnote  to  Table  A in 
the  appendix. 

Notwithstanding  the  absence  of  statistics,  it  may  safely  be  Falling-off  of, 
asserted  that  the  import  trade  of  the  year  1893  must  have  been 
greatly  below  the  average,  having  been  crippled  by  the  tariff  war  tariff8 war. 
with  Germany. 

From  the  month  of  August  to  the  end  of  the  year  hardly  any  From 
German  goods  came  into  Poland.  Germany. 

About  the  time  when  all  trade  transactions  ceased  between  From  France. 
Germany  and  Russia,  the  new  commercial  treaty  with  France 
came  into  force,  but  its  effects  were,  at  first,  neutralised  by  the 
difficulties  which  arose  relative  to  the  certificates  of  origin ; even 
after  they  were  removed,  however,  there  was  not  any  very  great 
increase  in  the  imports  from  France,  at  any  rate,  not  to  an  extent 
that  could  at  all  make  up  for  the  deadlock  with  Germany. 

Had  there  been  any  prospect  of  the  tariff  war  lasting  for  any  From  Great 
length  of  time,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Great  Britain  would  1511  ain* 
have  stepped  in  and  profited  by  it  to  a very  considerable  extent ; 
but  in  expectation  of  an  early  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  Effects  of 
which  was  being  negotiated  between  Russia  and  Germany,  the  tariff  war  on. 
Polish  merchants  abstained  from  importing  from  England,  except 
what  was  absolutely  necessary,  for  fear  of  finding  themselves  later 
on  with  a large  stock  of  more  expensive  articles  on  their  hands 
which  would  have  to  be  sold  at  a loss  as  soon  as  the  cheap  German 
goods  were  readmitted  on  normal  conditions. 

Nevertheless  the  importation  of  English  goods  did  certainly  Goods 
increase  during  the  suspension  of  the  Russo-German  commercial  g^^reat 
relations,  especially  in  such  articles  as  drapery,  Cleveland  iron, 
leather  belts,  cotton  belts,  &c. 

* Annual  Scries  Ho.  863. 
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Competition 
of  Grerman 
imitation  of 
British  goods. 


Bicycles. 


Other  articles 
imported 
from  Great 
Britain. 

Exports. 

^Decrease  in 
1892. 


Corn. 


Export  of 
wheat  and  rye 
to  Grermany, 


1883-93. 


Poland  is.  I am  told,  inundated  with  cheap  German  goods 
imitating  British  manufactures,  and  the  genuine  English  article 
has  little  or  no  chance  of  making  way  against  a competition  of  this 
sort,  backed  up  as  it  is  by  an  army  of  well  trained  commercial 
travellers,  and  by  an  organisation  of  credit  which  facilitates  all 
transactions.  One  of  the  great  difficulties  which  foreign  merchants 
and  manufacturers  have  to  deal  with  in  this  country  is  that  of  the 
constantly  varying  exchange,  and  I am  told  that  it  is  got  over  in 
Germany  by  the  bankers  at  Berlin  guaranteeing  a limit  and  taking 
the  risk  of  loss  or  gain  upon  themselves. 

A branch  of  British  trade  which  has  very  much  developed  of 
late  is  that  of  bicycles,  the  demand  for  which  has  increased 
immensely,  and  our  manufacturers  of  the  article  almost  entirely 
monopolise  the  Polish  market  up  to  the  present. 

The  importation  of  cotton  thread  continues  to  be  in  our  hands, 
as  far  as  I am  able  to  ascertain,  and  a fairly  good  trade  has  been 
done  in  agricultural  machinery  and  implements,  spinning  frames, 
power  looms,  and  drapery. 

It  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  Table  B,  before-mentioned,  that 
the  exports  of  the  year  1892  fell  to  12,589,863/.,  or  nearly  7,500,000/. 
less  than  in  the  previous  year.  For  this  the  famine  in  Eussia 
was  mainly  responsible,  as  the  exportation  of  wheat  had  to  be 
stopped  in  consequence.  According  to  the  statistics  that  have  been 
published,  the  transit  trade  through  the  Wierzbolowo  custom-house 
contributed  about  1,000,000/.  to  the  falling-off,  so  that  the  exports 
of  the  kingdom  of  Poland  itself  cannot  have  fallen  off,  in  round 
numbers,  less  than  6,500,000/. 

The  exportation  of  corn  through  the  Polish  custom-houses 
fell  from  14,905,260  cwts.  in  1891  to  4,287,066  cwts.  in  1892,  and 
in  1893  it  must  have  been  almost  nil,  as  it  ceased  completely 
from  August  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  German  market  has  always  been  one  of  the  great  outlets 
for  Eussian  wheat  and  rye ; but  the  tariff  war  of  1893,  and  the 
restrictions  imposed  in  consequence  of  the  famine  in  the  preceding 
year,  have  done  much  to  alter  the  course  of  trade  in  this  article, 
and  notwithstanding  the  facilities  secured  by  the  Eusso- German 
treaty  it  will  have  some  difficulty  in  resuming  its  former  position. 

Two  interesting  statements  bearing  on  this  subject  have  been 
published  by  the  “ Gazeta  Handlowa  ” (Commercial  Gazette)  of 
Warsaw.  They  show  the  total  amount  of  wheat  and  rye,  imported 
by  Germany,,  during  the  last  11  years  respectively  from  Eussia, 
Austria,  the  United  States,  and  other  countries.  These  statements 
appear  to  me  to  convey  such  a clear  idea  of  the  situation,  that 
I think  it  well  to  give  copies  of  them  in  the  appendix  (Tables  D 
and  E).  It  will  be  seen  that  up  to  the  year  1891  Germany  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  drawing  upon  Eussia  and  Poland  for  her 
wheat  and  rye  deficits  to  the  extent  of  from  38  per  cent,  to 
86  per  cent. ; but  that  when,  owing  to  the  circumstances  alluded 
to  above,  the  Eussian  market  was  closed  against  her,  in  1892  and 
1893,  she  had  no  difficulty  in  procuring  what  was  wanted  from 
other  countries,  especially  from  the  United  States.  It  must  not, 
however,  be  forgotten  that  in  the  year  1893  the  harvest  was  an 
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exceptionally  good  one  in  Germany,  and  also  that  corn  had  become, 
as  it  continues  to  be,  a drug  in  the  markets  of  the  world,  so  that 
the  self  imposed  strain  of  that  year  can  hardly  he  taken  as  a test 
of  what  might  have  happened  under  different  circumstances. 

According  to  the  custom-house  returns  the  export  of  spirits  Spirits, 
has  fallen  off  very  much,  only  464,548  gallons  having  left  the  Export 
country  over  the  Polish  frontier  in  1892,  1,034,415  gallons  in 
1891,  and  1,046,000  gallons  in  1890,  whereas  in  previous  years  Por^ 
it  had  ranged  from  4,000,000  to  6,000,000  gallons.  This  falling-  custom- 
off  is  not,  however,  due  to  any  diminution  in  the  production  of  houses, 
the  article,  nor  in  its  actual  exportation,  but  to  the  fact  that  the 
Lithuanian  spirits,  and  those  of  some  of  the  eastern  govern- 
ments of  the  • kingdom  of  Poland,  are  now  shipped  mostly  from 
Libau  (which  is  not  in  the  district  of  this  Consulate-General), 
instead  of  going  over  the  Polish-German  frontier  as  they  used  to 
do,  and  they  do  not,  therefore,  now  figure  in  the  returns  of  the 
Polish  customs  to  the  same  extent  as  formerly. 

The  timber  trade  in  1891-92  was  below  that  of  normal  years,  Timber, 
and  did  not  amount  to  more  than  three-fifths  of  what  it  was  in  Falling-off  in 
1890.  In  round  numbers  it  fell  from  a value  of  2,500,000/.  in  the  exportation, 
latter  year  to  1,500,000/.  in  1891  and  1892  respectively.  The 
reasons  given  for  this  remarkable  decrease  are  ( a ) the  heavy  snow 
falls  in  the  winter  1891-92,  which  stopped  all  access  to  the  forests; 

(5)  the  drought  in  the  spring  which  rendered  the  navigation  of  the 
rivers  difficult ; (c)  the  cholera,  with  its  quarantine  regulations ; 
and,  finally,  that  the  exportations  of  the  preceding  years  had  been 
excessive. 


Shipping  and  Navigation  of  the  Vistula. 

The  attention  which  is  now  being  given  to  the  regularisation  of  Vistula 
the  rivers  of  the  Empire  tends  to  bring  the  Vistula  again  into  navigatl011* 
prominence  as  a water  way,  but  for  the  present  the  traffic  is 
insignificant.  According  to  a report  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance 
there  were  in  the  year  1890  only  24  steamboats,  estimated 
altogether  at  50,000/.  and  661  tons  burden.  All  other  vessels 
numbered  710,  valued  at  103,000/.  and  50,600  tons  burden. 


Population  and  Industries. 

According  to  the  last  census,  taken  in  the  year  1893,  the  total  Population  of 
population  of  the  city  of  Warsaw,  exclusive  of  the  permanent  Warsaw, 
garrison,  consisted  of  501,021  souls  (239,852  males  and  261,169 
females)  who  have  been  classed  as  follows : — Hereditary  nobles, 

9,920 ; personal  (or  life)  nobles,  27,313 ; clergy,  350 ; privileged 
citizens,  2,149 ; merchants,  7,989 ; tradespeople,  43,150  ; artisans, 

76,488;  populace  (“  Mieszczanie  ”),  282,962;  soldiers  of  the 
reserve,  at  home  on  leave,  and  their  families,  36,734  (20,036  males 
and  16,698  females);  foreign  subjects,  13,966. 

This  is  an  increase  of  not  less  than  69,157  inhabitants  in  the  Increase  of. 
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course  of  the  last  8 years,  the  census  of  1886  having  given  a total 
of  431,864  inhabitants. 

Among  the  immigrants  to  the  city  of  Warsaw  there  is  a large 
number  of  Jews  who  have  been  expelled  from  Moscow.  They 
belong  to  the  wealthier  and  higher  class  of  Jews,  and  are,  there- 
fore, considered  as  an  acquisition.  According  to  the  “ Warszawski 
Dniewnik”  (Warsaw  Journal)  the  emigration  of  peasants  from  the 
kingdom  of  Poland  began  about  20  years  ago.  The  first  move- 
ment was  initiated  by  a Polish  refugee  who  had  made  a fortune  in 
the  United  States,  and  under  his  guidance  a considerable  number 
of  peasants  from  the  government  of  Plock  went  over  there  and 
prospered.  These  in  their  turn  sent  money  to  their  relatives, 
encouraging  them  to  follow,  and  the  emigration  assumed  consider- 
able proportions.  Someof  the  most  prosperous  of  these  emigrants- 
returned  to  Poland,  and  have,  says  the  “ Warszawski  Dniewnik,” 
become  models  for  their  neighbours  far  and  near. 

The  news  of  this  successful  emigration  having  spread  among  the 
peasants,  it  prepared  the  ground  for  the  subsequent  emigration 
to  Brazil  in  1890  (mentioned  in  my  report  for  that  year*)  which, 
fostered  by  unscrupulous  agents  and  steamboat  companies,  proved 
disastrous  to  thousands  and  thousands  of  Polish  peasants.  Now 
the  tide  of  emigration  seems  to  be  turning  eastward.  The 
“Volshsky  Yiestnik  ” (Volga  Courier)  says:  “Among  the 

emigrants  to  Siberia  on  the  re-opening  of  the  navigation  this  year 
there  were  a great  many  Poles.  These  Polish  emigrants  are  a 
novelty.  They  only  differ  from  the  Russians  by  their  dress  and 
language.  A few  days  ago  a party  of  30  families  from  the  Polish 
government  of  Radom  left  Rijni-Novgorod  for  Tomsk,  where  they 
have  relatives.  They  had  very  little  money,  and  some  of  them 
had  already  been  to  Brazil.” 

The  public  health  in  general  was  fairly  good  in  the  year  1893, 
but  there  were  3,999  cases  of  cholera,  and  1,848  deaths  in  the 
kingdom  of  Poland. 

The  considerable  rise  which  has  lately  taken  place  in  the  shares 
of  some  of  the  leading  companies  on  the  Warsaw  Stock  Exchange 
has  been  commented  on  rather  unfavourably  owing  to  the  impres- 
sion that  it  had  been  brought  about  artificially.  It  is  said  that 
this  stock-jobbing  is  the  “ contre-coup  ” of  the  St.  Petersburg 
Bourse,  where  some  of  the  Polish  companies  have  been  taken  in 
hand  for  speculative  purposes,  conspicuous  among  them  being  the 
Lilpop-Rau  Engineering  Works,  the  Starachowice  Iron  Works, 
and  the  Dnieper  Navigation  Company,  whose  shares  have  gone 
up  respectively  from  45/.  to  62/.,  14/.  to  18/.,  and  118/.  to  141/. 

“ The  Commercial  Gazette  ” of  Warsaw,  a newspaper  of  high 
standing  in  this  city,  has  taken  occasion  of  the  excitement  caused 
by  this  speculative  movement  to  publish  a list  of  the  Polish  private 
companies  whose  shares  are  quoted  on  the  Warsaw  Bourse, 
together  with  the  original  nominal  value  of  the  shares,  their  prices 
during  the  last  3 years,  and  the  dividends  paid  by  them.  It  is  an 
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interesting  statement,  because  it  conveys  much  useful  information 
on  a subject  in  respect  of  which  it  is,  as  a rule,  difficult  for  an 
outsider  to  procure  any  reliable  data.  I have,  therefore,  had  a 
copy  made  of  it  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  (Table  F). 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  statement  what  high  dividends  are  paid 
by  Polish  banks  and  industries.  Out  of  26  companies  only  one  , 
(Lilpop-Rau)  has  paid  no  dividend ; all  the  others  have  paid  from 
5 per  cent,  to  25  per  cent.,  except  one  which  paid  only  1-i-  per 
cent.  When  we  see  a cotton  textile  factory  like  that  of  Zawiercie, 
which  is  quite  one  of  the  most  respectable  and  solid  establishments 
of  the  kind  in  Poland,  yielding  a dividend  of  19  per  cent,  one 
ceases  to  wonder  that  a certain  class  of  British  textile  manufactures 
should  have  disappeared  from  the  scene  in  this  country.  With  such  Profits  and 
profits,  and  with  the  bounty  now  granted  by  the  Government  in  the  on 

form  of  a reimbursement  of  duty  to  cotton  textiles  manufactured  in  render* 
Russia  when  exported  to  foreign  countries,  the  question  arises  competition 
whether  they  will  not  in  time  drive  our  textiles  out  of  many  other  impossible, 
foreign  markets  besides  their  own.* 

According  to  the  official  statistics  reproduced  by  the  Warsaw  Spirits, 
newspapers,  the  spirit  campaign  of  the  year  1893  in  the  kingdom 
of  Poland,  and  the  north-western  governments,  yielded  7,551,192  Yield  of,  in 
gallons  in  the  former,  and  8,795,817  gallons  in  the  latter,  against  1892~93- 
5,335,426  gallons  and  7,002,239  gallons  respectively  in  the  year 
1892. 

The  output  of  sugar  of  first  crystallisation  in  the  kingdom  of  Sugar 
Poland  during  the  campaign  1893-94  amounted  to  2,068,987  cwts.,  industlT- 
which  is  218,263  cwts.  more  than  the  preceding  year.  This  pro-  Increased 
duction  is  greatly  in  excess  of  what  is  required  for  local  consump-  outPut  of* 
tion,  nevertheless  owing  to  the  famous  Kiew  convention  prices  are 
artificially  kept  up  ; but  there  are  symptoms  that  the  Polish  beet-  Kiew 
root  planters  are  beginning  to  have  enough  of  the  “ ring  ” and  are  conrentl°n. 
preparing  to  free  themselves  from  its  thraldom  by  building  their 
own  factories.  Several  instances  of  this  are  already  reported  from 
the  different  governments.  It  is  very  doubtful,  however,  whether 
they  will  be  able  to  hold  their  own  against  the  powerful  combina- 
tion aforesaid,  which  is  making  enormous  profits  at  the  expense  of 
the  consumers.  According  to  the  “ St.  Petersburg  Gazette  ” they  Prices  of 
have  been  selling  abroad  at  the  rate  of  If d.  per  lb.,  sugar  which  m^he 
cost  them,  on  the  premises,  lf<7.  per  lb.,  while  the  same  sugar  was  abroaZ  ^ 
selling  at  Kiew  at  4 d.  per  lb.  These  figures  speak  for  themselves 
and  require  no  comment,  and  the  “ St.  Petersburg  Gazette  ” ex- 
presses its  regret  that  sugar  should  have  inadvertently  been  left 
out  of  the  list  of  food  products  which  Russian  law  protects  against 
combinations  of  this  sort. 

The  production  of  zinc  in  the  kingdom  of  Poland  is  limited  to  Zinc  mines. 

* The  Ukase  of  December  31,  1892,  fixed  the  rates  at  which  the  reimburse- 
ment on  exported  textiles  is  to  be  made  as  follows : — (a)  On  tissues  and  yarns, 
bleached  or  not,  1 r.  50  c.  per  pood  of  36  lbs.  ( b ) On  tissues  and  yarns,  dyed  and 
printed  (except  those  which  are  Turkey-red  dyed) , 1 r.  70  c.  per  pood.  (c)  On 
tissues  and  yarns  dyed  Turkey-red,  2 r.  per  pood.  These  rates  came  into  force  on 
July  1,  1893. 
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the  districts  of  Olkusz  in  the  government  of  Kielce  and  Bedzin  in 
the  government  of  Piotrkow.  According  to  the  “ Gazeta  Handlowa” 
(“  Commercial  Gazette  ”),  of  Warsaw,  the  total  output  in  the  year 
1892  was  as  follows : — Smelted  zinc  in  plates,  84,167  cwts. ; rolled 
zinc  leaf,  46,180  cwts. ; white  zinc,  12,476  cwts.  The  quantity  of 
zinc  obtained  from  the  smelting  of  the  ore  was  11,825  cwts.  more 
than  in  the  year  1891. 

According  to  the  same  authority  the  iron  mines  of  Bussian 
Poland  in  the  year  1892  produced  2,915,572  cwts.  of  pig-iron, 
1,187,230  cwts.  of  manufactured  iron,  and  1,289,580  cwts.  of  steel, 
being  in  excess  of  the  preceding  year  by  507,404  cwts.  as  regards 
pig,  and  327,262  cwts.  as  regards  steel,  but  there  was  a falling-off 
of  235,203  cwts.  in  the  manufactured  class  of  iron. 


Public  Works. 

Improve-  Now  that  the  waterworks  and  sewers  are  completed,  or  nearly  so, 

“ tlie  in  the  principal  parts  of  the  town,  the  authorities  are  turning  their 
Warsaw.  attention  to  the  street  pavements  which  leave  much  to  be  desired, 
Wooden  and  they  have  given  the  preference  to  the  wood  pavement  which 
pavement.  is  already  being  laid  down  in  some  of  the  principal  thoroughfares, 
and  is  eventually  to  be  extended  to  the  whole  city. 

Night  The  “ Police  Gazette  ” has  published  an  account  of  what  has 

kitchens  CandP  ^een  d°ne  the  Chief  of  the  Police  for  providing  night  refuges, 
workhouses,  food,  and  work  for  the  unemployed  and  the  poor  in  general,  In 
the  course  of  the  years  1892  and  1893  ten  refuges  (“  barracks  ” 
they  are  called  here)  with  cheap  kitchens  and  tea  rooms,  four  night 
lodgings,  and  two  workhouses  were  built  in  different  parts  of  the 
city  of  Warsaw  with  the  funds  of  the  “ Control  of  Servants  Bureau/’ 
which  were  handed  over  for  this  purpose  to  the  Chief  of  the  Police 
by  a Decree  of  the  Governor-General,  and  with  funds  raised  by 
voluntary  contributions.  These  institutions  are  quite  adequate  to 
meet  the  most  pressing  wants  of  the  needy  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion, providing  as  they  do  10,000  rations  of  cheap  and  nourishing 
food  daily,  a night’s  rest  for  800  roofless  persons,  and  the  means  of 
earning  something  for  400  of  them,  which  number  will  be  gradually 
increased  as,  by  degrees,  the  workhouses  are  enlarged.  The  Chief 
of  the  Police,  to  whom  the  entire  credit  of  these  beneficent  insti- 
tutions is  due,  has  now  published  a minute  account  of  the  monies 
received  and  spent,  showing  an  expenditure  of  67,0004,  and  a 
balance  in  hand  of  294  He  considers  his  task  finished,  and  hands 
over  to  the  proper  authorities  and  to  public  charity  the  mission  of 
further  consolidating  and  developing  the  work  he  has  begun  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  this  city. 

Railways,  A statement  of  the  receipts  of  the  different  railways  of  the 

receipts  of,  kingdom  of  Poland  per  mile,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  as 

compared  with  the  preceding  year,  has  been  published  by  the 
Ministry  of  Communications,  from  which  it  results  that  the 
“ Warsaw-Vienna  ” line  has  increased  its  receipts  per  mile  by 
Increase  and  10  per  cent.,  the  “ Ivangorod-Dombrova  ” line  by  15 -2  per  cent., 
decrease  of.  the  “ Lodz ” by  11*9  per  cent.,  and  the  " Vistula”  by  1*8  per  cent. 
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All  these  have  been  worked  by  private  companies.  The  “ Warsaw- 
Terespol  ” line,  which  has  been  purchased  by  the  Government, 
shows  a falling-off  of  2T  per  cent.  Table  G in  the  appendix  will 
serve  to  show  how  considerable  the  increase  of  receipts  per  mile 
has  been  since  the  year  1887. 

It  seems  settled,  says  the  c<  Gazeta  Handlowa  ” (“  Commercial  New  railway. 
Gazette  ”)  of  Warsaw,  that  the  projected  line  from  Warsaw  to  Warsaw  to 
Ostrolenka  is  not  to  be  a direct  one  between  those  two  places, 
but  that  it  is  to  join  the  Vistula  line  at  Jablonna,  whence  the 
communication  with  Warsaw  will  continue  on  the  existing  line. 

The  permanent  way  has  been  constructed  as  far  as  Zagroby  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  River  ISTarew,  but  no  rails  have  yet  been  laid  down. 

The  works  for  the  continuation  of  this  line  to  Ostrolenka  are 
to  be  commenced  next  autumn. 

Agriculture. 

The  information  respecting  the  harvest  results,  published  by  the 
newspapers,  is  rather  meagre. 

The  “ Gazeta  Handlowa  ” puts  down  the  total  acreage  under  Wheat  and 
wheat  in  the  kingdom  of  Poland  in  the  year  1893  at  4,395,030  r^e’ 
acres,  and  under  rye  at  1,359,817  acres,  which  yielded  respectively 
7,484,425  and  2,911,239  quarters,  against  7,016,013  quarters  of 
wheat,  and  2,574,246  quarters  of  rye  in  the  preceding  year.  It 
was,  therefore,  quite  an  exceptionally  good  harvest,  but  the  growers 
have  not  as  yet  derived  any  benefit  from  it,  for  corn  has  been  almost  Low  prices  of. 
unsaleable  in  Poland  since  midsummer,  1893.  What  with  the  pro- 
hibitive tariff  put  on  by  Germany,  and  with  the  excessively  low 
prices,  the  holders  of  corn  found  positively  no  buyers  at  any  price, 
except  just  what  was  required  for  local  consumption;  and  the 
opening  up  of  the  German  frontier  by  the  Russo-German  treaty 
does  not  appear  to  have  improved  matters  in  this  respect.  There 
has  scarcely  been  any  demand  from  that  quarter,  and  there  is  no 
record  of  prices  having  been  so  low  as  during  the  last  few  months. 

The  most  recent  quotations  in  the  month  of  May  are  absolutely  dis- 
heartening, having  fallen  to  18.9.  10 d.  per  quarter  for  wheat,  and 
12s.  2d.  for  rye.  The  average  cost  of  production  of  wheat  in  Poland 
is  put  down  at  about  19s.  per  quarter,  so  that  present  prices  leave 
a deficit  of  about  Is.  per  quarter,  which  is  a most  disastrous  state 
of  things.  Were  it  not  for  the  beetroot  and  potato  crops,  which  Landed 
are  remunerative  because  they  feed  the  sugar  and  spirit  industries,  interest  saved 
the  landed  interest  would  be  completely  ruined.  Table  H,  in  the  sugar”*11  a” 
appendix,  gives  the  average  prices  of  wheat  and  rye  during  the  last  industries. 

10  years  respectively,  as  published  by  the  “ Gazeta  Handlowa.” 

The  highest  price  for  wheat  was  attained  in  1892  (1/.  15s.  10(7.  Prices  of 
per  quarter),  and  for  rye  in  1891  (11.  8s.  3 d.  per  quarter),  but  the  ^efor1^ 
prices  of  the  preceding  10  years  were  much  higher,  having  ranged  lo^eare. 
from  11.  18s.  to  21.  3s.  per  quarter  for  wheat,  and  from  11.  3s.  to 
11.  16s.  per  quarter  for  rye. 

The  total  yield  of  the  beetroot  crop  in  1893  amounted  to  Beetroot  crop. 
714,771  tons,  against  529,333  tons  in  the  previous  year.  The 
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average  yield  per  acre  was  127  cwts.,  against  107  cwts.  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  potato  crop  in  the  year  1893  extended  over  an  area  of 
91,859  acres  in  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  and  70,259  acres  in  the 
north-western  provinces  (Kowno,  Grodno,  Yilna,  and  Minsk),  and 
yielded  7,523,060  cwts.  in  the  former,  and  5,320,103  cwts.  in  the 
latter,  altogether  12,843,163  cwts.,  being  947,049  cwts.  less  than  in 
the  year  1892. 

At  the  annual  wool  fair  held  at  Warsaw  in  the  month  of  June,, 
1893,  upwards  of  19,611  cwts.  of  wool  were  sent  up  from  the 
country  for  sale,  and  1,157  cwts.  remained  over  from  the  stock  of 
the  previous  year,  making  altogether  20,768  cwts.  on  the  market, 
of  which  12,964  cwts.  were  sold.  There  was  no  demand  for  extra 
fine  wool.  Of  the  total  12,964  cwts.  which  were  disposed  of  during 
the  fair,  5,400  cwts.  consisted  of  fine,  5,528  cwts.  of  middling,  and 
2,036  cwts.  of  common  wool. 

The  washing  and  sorting  of  the  wool  is  said  to  have  been  most 
satisfactory.  Prices  ranged  per  120  lbs.  from  10/.  4s.  to  12/.  4s.  for 
first  quality,  extra  fine;  81.  10s.  to  10/.  4s.  for  second  quality, 
extra  fine;  7 Z.  to  81.  10s.  for  middling  fine  ; and  51.  10s.  to  7/.  for 
the  common  quality. 

Cattle. 

Details  respecting  the  import  and  export  of  cattle  through  the 
Polish  custom-houses  during  the  years  1890-92  respectively  will 
be  found  in  Table  I in  the  appendix.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
export  of  horned  cattle  has  been  almost  nil,  and  that  sheep  fell  from 
14,703  head  in  1890  to  1,398  in  1892,  while  swine  and  horses  held 
their  own.  The  import  of  cattle  generally  cannot  be  controlled, 
because,  for  the  years  1891-92,  the  statistics  published  by  the 
Kussian  Government  only  give  their  total  value  or  weight. 

No  statistics  have  yet  been  published  under  this  head  for  the 
year  1893. 

The  cases  of  cattle  diseases  of  different  kinds  in  the  year  1893, 
according  to  official  returns  furnished  me  by  the  Governor-General 
of  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  have  been  as  follows  : — 


Description. 

Number. 

Cattle  plague  . . 

12 

Pneumonia 

516 

Foot-and-mouth  disease 

6,932 

Sheep-pox 

219 

Sheep-scab 

5 

Glanders  and  farcy  . . 

304 

Swine  fever  . . 

5,802 

Anthrax  . . . . . . 

515 

Rabies . . 

20 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  District 
of  the  Consulate-General  at  Warsaw  during  the  Years 
1890-92. 


1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Textiles— 

Cotton  

Woollen  

Raw  cotton 

,,  wool  

Steel  and  iron  goods  .. 

Machinery  

Pig-iron 

Herrings,  cured 

Tea  

Coal  

All  other  articles 

Cwts.  ... 
1*  ••• 
11 

Tons  ... 
»1  ... 
VI 

Cwts.  ... 
Tons  ... 

28,227 

55,497 

316,801 

89,338 

37,375 

18,507 

158,549 

799,892 

405,235 

268,769 

£ 

11,521,354 

11,454,700 

5,280 

9,860 

163,360 

38,160 

9,164 

24,278 

18,276 

556,840 

31,020 

138,718 

£ 

IQ  09^  91 Q 

7,420 
10,200 
142,620 
41,720 
10,348 
18,373 
3 4 ,758 
874,520 
68,760 
155,673 

£ 

l e\oo  qqp: 

Precious  metals§ 

... 

... 

7,730,927 

... 

2,794,145 

Total  

22,976,054*! 

20,756, 146f 

18,317,030+' 

* Of  this  amount  14  627,496/.  through  the  Wierzbolowo  custom-house,  mostly  in  transit  to  Russia, 
t ,,  11,332,5802.  „ ,,  „ 

J ,,  4,894,9217.  „ ,,  ,, 

§ Gold  in  bars  and  coins,  in  transit  to  Russia. 


Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the 
District  of  the  Consulate-General  at  Warsaw  during  the 
Years  1890-92. 


Articles. 

Cwts. 

VI 

Gallons 

Cwts. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cereals  

Sugar  

Spirits  

Leather  

All  other  articles.. 

4,287,066 

283,262 

464,548 

85,940 

£ 

11,111,078 

1,478,785 

14,905,260 

680,460 

1,034,415 

16,502 

* 

18,647,493 

1,540,042 

12,283,620 
201, ICO 
1,046,000 
90,340 

•” 

£ 

i o onx 

Timber  

Total 

... 

Not  given 

Not  given 

Not  given  j 

I OjO-iOjOUO 

2,450,262 

12,589,863* 

20,187,535t  | 

18,998,657$ 

* Of  this  amount  4,383,4897.  through  the  Wierzbolowo  custom-house,  mostly  in  transit  from  Russia, 
t ,,  5,245,4387.  „ ,,  ,, 

t „ 7,764,9997. 


Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  the  District  of  the  Consulate- General 
of  Warsaw  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years 
1890-92. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

Over  German 

frontier 

Over  Austrian 

frontier 

£ 

12,429,628 

160,235 

£ 

16,811,233 

3,376,302 

£ 

16,098,515 

2,900,142 

£ 

22,948,250 

27,804 

£ 

11,077,671 

1,947,548 

£ 

13,017,371 

2,505,514 

Total  

12,589,863 

20,187,535 

18,998,657 

22,976,054 

13,025,219 

15,522,885 
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Annex  G. — Polish  Piailways. 


Receipts  per  Mile. 

Increase  or 
Decrease  per 

Lines. 

Mile  in  1893, 

Compared  to 

1887. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Per  cent. 

Warsaw-Terespol  (State) 

1,350 

1,124 

1,101 

2*1 

Warsaw-Vienna  (private) 

3,854 

3,183 

3,501 

+ io-o 

Ivangorod-Dombrova  (private) 

417 

917 

1,057 

+ 15-2 

Lodz  (private)  . . 

2,858  | 

5,186 

5,804 

+ 11*9 

Vistula  . . 

8G4 

1,314 

1,338 

+ 1-8 

Annex  H. — Average  Price  of  Wheat  and  Rye  at  Warsaw 
during  the  Years  1885-94. 


Years. 

Average  Price 
Qua 

Wheat. 

! per  Imperial 
rter. 

Rye. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

1885 

1 

11 

4 

1 

1 9 

1886 

1 

10 

9 

1 

0 10 

1887 

1 

14 

3 

1 

0 9 

1888 

1 

10 

5 

0 

15  8 

1889 

1 

9 

5 

1 

0 8 

1890 

1 

8 

7 

1 

1 2 

1891 

1 

15 

7 

1 

8 3 

1892 

1 

15 

10 

1 

7 8 

1893 

1 

7 

10 

1 

0 1 

189 1 (mid-May) . . 

0 

18 

10 

0 

12  2 

Annex  I. — Table  showing  Import  and  Export  of  Cattle  through 
the  Polish  Custom-houses  during  the  Years  1890-92. 


Description  of 
Cattle. 

Imported. 

Exported. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

Oxen  and  cows 

Swine  

Sheep  

Horses  

Head. 

509 

666 

£ 

J>  25,542 

Cwts. 
49,799  | 

Head. 

12 

6,544 

14,703 

39,463 

Head. 

15 

79,310 

43,992 

48,700 

Head. 

19 

53,743 

1,398 

49,030 

(1826) 
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ON  THE 
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Price  Twopence. 


New  Series  of  Reports 


Reports  of  tlie  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following1  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 


No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1323.  Paris  .. 

2d. 

1389.  Panama 

1329.  Paramaribo 

. . 

lid. 

1390.  New  Orleans.. 

# # 

• • 

2M. 

1330.  St.  Petersburg 

. . 

. . 

2 .Id. 

1391.  Manila 

, , 

# 4 

2d. 

1331.  Patras.. 

lid. 

1392.  Foochow 

# # 

# # 

Id. 

1332.  Calais.. 

. . 

• • 

2id. 

1393.  Ningpo 

f # 

Id. 

1333.  Loanda 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1394.  Chinkiang 

# # 

, # 

Id. 

1334.  Bordeaux 

t , 

. , 

. , 

2|d. 

1395.  Tamsui 

# # 

# # 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog 

. . 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1396.  Chungking 

# # 

Ud. 

1336.  Galveston 

• • 

.. 

8id. 

1397.  Philadelphia 

# # 

31d. 

1337.  Riga  .. 

• • 

. . 

2d. 

1398.  Bilbao 

, , 

2id. 

1338.  Batavia 

• • 

, . 

lid. 

1399.  Dunkirk 

, , 

# # 

Id. 

1339.  Boston 

. . 

, , 

lid. 

1400.  Amoy.. 

lid. 

1340.  Baltimore 

. . 

, . 

lid. 

1401.  Tainan 

Id. 

1341.  Havre.. 

2id. 

1402.  Ichang 

, , 

# # 

Id. 

1342.  Vera  Cruz 

• • 

. ( 

Id. 

1403.  Aleppo 

, , 

# , 

, # 

Id. 

1343.  Saigon 

. . 

lid. 

1404.  Madrid 

“>  • 

, # 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm 

. . 

. . 

. . 

2d. 

1405.  Newchwang 

# « 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz. . 

. , 

. . 

. . 

lid. 

1406.  Wenchow 

, , 

, , 

, , 

id. 

1346.  Trebizond 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1407.  Pakhoi 

• • 

lid. 

1347.  Algiers 

. . 

3d. 

1408.  Hankow 

% . 

, , 

Id. 

1348.  Amapala 

. , 

. . 

. . 

id. 

1409.  Amsterdam 

. , 

Id. 

1349.  Cherbourg 

. . 

Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen 

9 « 

id. 

1350.  Jerusalem 

. . 

Id. 

1411.  Damascus 

Id. 

1351.  Santiago 

. * 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1412.  Cliefoo 

. , 

3d. 

1352.  San  Jose 

, , 

. . 

Id 

1413.  Swatow 

, t 

Id. 

1353.  Trieste 

, , 

. . 

3!d. 

1414.  Mannheim 

# # 

lid. 

1354.  Madrid 

, . 

2d. 

1415.  Fiume 

, , 

2d. 

1355.  Teneriffe 

. . 

. . 

id. 

1416.  Athens 

# , 

. # 

6d. 

1356.  Havana 

. . 

.. 

2d. 

1417.  Soul  .. 

lid. 

1357.  Paraguay 

. . 

5d. 

1418.  Beyrout 

. . 

( , 

, , 

Id. 

1358.  Guayaquil 

. . 

. . 

4|d. 

1419.  Berlin 

.. 

lid. 

1359.  Cadiz  . . 

lid. 

1420.  Nice  .. 

3d. 

1360.  Marseilles 

. . 

# , 

lid. 

1421.  Yokohama 

# , 

lid. 

1361.  Brest  .. 

. , 

• • 

, # 

Id. 

1422.  Maracaibo 

# , 

Id. 

1362.  Syra  .. 

2id. 

1423.  Tunis.. 

lid. 

1363.  Suakin 

• • 

, # 

Id. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

Id. 

1364.  Callao 

• • 

Id. 

1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

, , 

7d. 

1365.  Pirceus 

. . 

• • 

. # 

2d. 

1426.  Erzeroum 

# , 

, # 

# . 

Id. 

1366.  Stettin 

. . 

. . 

, # 

2d. 

1427.  Christiania 

, , 

5id. 

1367.  New  Orleans  . . 

.♦ 

2id. 

1428.  Charleston 

. , 

5id. 

1368.  Angora 

, # 

Id. 

1429.  Meshed 

. . 

• 9 

• • 

Id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

. . 

2d. 

1430.  Copenhagen 

• « 

id. 

1370.  Genoa.. 

3id. 

1431.  Galveston 

* , 

, # 

2id. 

1371.  Batoum 

. . 

, . 

, , 

2d. 

1432.  Hamburg 

. . 

, # 

2id. 

1372.  Roueu.. 

. . 

la: 

1433.  Brindisi 

. . 

2id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

. . 

, . 

1434.  Gohtenburg 

# # 

2d. 

1374.  Nantes 

lid. 

1435.  Iviungchow 

, . 

, # 

Id. 

1375.  Taganrog- 

. . 

. . 

, . 

2id. 

1436.  St.  Petersburg 

, # 

t # 

id. 

1376.  Ispahan 

.. 

. . 

4id. 

1437.  Malaga 

. . 

Id. 

1377.  Leghorn 

. . 

. . 

2d. 

1438.  Chicago 

• . 

• • 

2*d. 

1378.  Cagliari 

. . 

• . 

Id. 

1439.  Odessa 

, . 

2d. 

1379.  Boston 

. . 

, . 

Id. 

1440.  Tabreez 

. , 

, , 

id. 

1380.  Palermo 

, . 

, , 

3d. 

1441.  Tahiti.. 

id. 

1381.  New  York 

.. 

, . 

2d. 

1442.  Shanghai 

. # 

2d. 

1382.  Zanzibar 

. , 

. . 

. . 

2d. 

1443.  Nagasaki 

. , 

, i 

, # 

Id. 

1383.  Naples 

. . 

. . 

. . 

lid. 

14  44.  Madrid 

, . 

% # 

2id. 

1C84.  Constantinople 

. . 

2d. 

1445.  Malaga 

. . 

• . 

2id. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

, , 

5Id. 

1446.  Rotterdam 

. , 

Id. 

1386.  Caracas 

, # 

• * 

, . 

lid. 

1447.  Port  Said 

. , 

, . 

, # 

Id. 

1387.  Vienna 

t , 

. . 

.. 

lid. 

1448.  Bulgaria 

, , 

2id. 

1388.  Madeira 

• • 

.. 

• • 

id. 

1449.  Warsaw 

.. 

.. 

lid. 

No.  1450. 
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Sir  F.  Plunkett  to  the  Farl  of  Kimberley . 

My  Lori],  Brussels , July  7,  1894. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a Report  on  the 
Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  Independent  State  of  the  Congo  for  the 
year  1892  and  the  First  Six  Months  of  1893,  which  has  been 
prepared  by  Mr.  Adam. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  F.  R.  PLUNKETT. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  Independent  Slate  of 
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Total  exports 
for  1892. 


Value  anti 
destination  of 
goods 
exported. 


Abstract  of  Contents— continued. 

Paok 
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The  total  exports  of  the  Independent  State  of  the  Congo 
(including  foreign  goods  in  transit)  during  the  year  1892  amounted 
to  6,053,877  kilos,  (about  5,958^  tons  avoirdupois),  valued  at 
7,529,979  fr.  68  c.  (301,199/.  3s.  9 d.). 

Of  this  total  amount  the  exports  of  actual  produce  of  the 
Independent  State  were  4,371,038  kilos.,  or  4,302  tons  avoir- 
dupois, the  estimated  value  of  which  was  5,487,632  fr.  89  c. 
(219,505/.  6s.  3d.). 


Comparison  with  1891. 

When  compared  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  1891,  the 
value  of  the  total  exports  shows  a falling-off  in  1892  of 
3,005,639  fr.  57  c.  (120,225/.  11s.  8d.),  hut,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  of  the  actual  products  of  the  Independent  State  rose  from — 


Year. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1891  

1892  

Net  increase  .. 

Francs  c. 

5,353,519  37 
5,487,632  89 

£ s.  d. 

214,140  15  6 

219,505  6 4 

134,113  52 

5,364  10  10 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  total  value  of  goods 
exported  from  the  Congo  in  1892,  including  those  in  transit  from 
French  and  Portuguese  possessions,  together  with  the  countries  to 
which  the  goods  were  exported  : — 
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O 

O 

Table  showing  Value  of  the  Goods  Exported  from  the  Inde- 
pendent State  of  the  Congo  during  the  Year  1892,  and  their 
Distribution  according  to  their  Immediate  Destination. 
Countries  op  Origin  op  the  Goods. 


Description. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

A. — Independent  State. 

Lower  Congo  (including  the  region 
between  the  coast  and  Stanley  Pool, 
together  with  that  of  Zobe,  on  the 
Chiloango)  . . . . . . . , 

Francs  c. 

1,848,040  89 

£ s.  d. 

73,921  12  8 

Upper  Congo . . 

3,639,592  0 

145,583  13  7 

Total  of  home  produce  . . 

5,487,632  89 

219,505  6 3 

B. — Foreign  Countries. 

French  possessions — 

On  Upper  Congo  . . 

52,000  0 

2,080  0 0 

Along  the  coast 

20,221  12 

808  17  0 

Above  Manyanga  . . 

93,340  0 

3,733  12  O 

Portuguese  possessions — 

On  left  bank  of  the  Congo 

1,139,618  32 

45,584  14  6 

Along  the  sea  coast 

737,167  35 

29,486  14  0 

Total 

7,529,979  68 

301,199  3 9 

Countries  to  which  the  Goods  were  Shipped. 


Country. 

Value. 

Currency.  | 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

. 

So 

-6 

Belgium 

2,949,149  88 

117,966  0 0 

Holland  . . . . . . 

French  possessions — 

2,501,535  94 

100,061  8 9 

On  the  Upper  Congo 
Portuguese  possessions — 

917,408  0 

36,696  6 5 

Along  the  sea  coast 

673,981  31 

26,959  4 10 

Germany 

Portuguese  possessions — 

206,598  66 

8,263  18  11 

On  left  bank  of  the  Congo 

178,515  74 

7,140  12  8 

Great  Britain..  . . . . 

85,829  79 

3,433  3 10 

France.. 

16,063  54 

642  10  10' 

Portugal  . . , . 

896  82 

35  17  6 

Total 

7,529,979  68 

301,199  3 9 

The  general  total  of  exports  during  the  first  6 months  of  Comparative 
to  2,045,476  kilos.,  or  2,01344  tons,  valued 


1892  amounted 
(1828) 


at 


statement  of 


exports  during 
the  first  and 


4 


AFRICA. 


second  half- 
years  of  1892, 
and  the  first 
0 months  of 
1893. 


Principal 
articles  of 
export. 

Coffee. 


Intended 
plantations  in 
the  interior. 


3,258,122  fr.  80  c,  (130,324/.  18$.  3c/.),  and  during  the  last 
6 months  to  4,008,401  kilos.,  or  3,945^  tons,  valued  at 
4,271,856  fr.  88  c.  (170,874/.  5s.  6c/.);  while  the  corresponding 
amounts  for  the  first  6 months  of  1893  were  respectively 
3,008,350  kilos.,  or  2,960-^-  tons,  valued  at  3,838,409  fr.  40  c. 
(153,536/.  7s.  6±£). 

The  actual  products  of  the  Congo  State  during  the  same  periods 
of  time  entered  into  the  above  totals  for  1,602,569  kilos.,  or 
1,577J  tons,  worth  2,519,406  fr.  8 c.  (100,776/.  4s.  10c/.)  during  the 
first  half-year  of  1892  ; for  2,768,469  kilos.,  or  2,724f  tons,  worth 
2,968,226  fr.  81  c.  (118,729/.  1$.  5d.)  during  the  second  half-year; 
and  for  2,594,360  kilos.,  or  2,553§  tons,  worth  3,134,947  fr.  48  c. 
(125,397/.  18s.)  during  the  first  half  year  of  1893. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  consisted  of  coffee  (in  transit 
from  the  Portuguese  possessions  along  the  coast  and  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Congo),  indiarubber,  palm  oil,  ivory,  and  palm  nuts. 

The  total  exports  of  coffee  during  1892  amounted  to 
216,937  kilos.  (213J  tons),  valued  at  309,786  fr.  4 c. 
(12,391/.  8s.  9 d.).  Of  this— 


From — 

Value. 

quantity. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Portuguese  possessions  ! 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  ; 

Kilos. 

Tons. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Congo  . . . . ! 

77,257 

76 

110,323  0 

4,412  18  4 
7,978  10  5 

Along  the  coast 

139,680 

137£ 

199,463  4 

Out  of  the  above  total  no  less  than  209,206  kilos,  (nearly 
206  tons),  worth  298,746  fr.  17  c.  (11,949/.  16$.  10c/.),  were  shipped 
to  Holland. 

The  quantities  exported  during  the  first  and  second  half-years 
of  1892,  and  their  respective  values,  were 


Value. 

quantity. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1st  half-year  . . 
2nd  half-year  . . 

Kilos. 

69,662 

147,275 

Tons. 

68£ 

145 

Francs  c. 
99,477  34 
210,308  70 

£ s.  d. 
3,979  1 10 
8,412  6 11 

while  the  coffee  exported  (in  transit)  during  the  first  6 months  of 
1893  amounted  only  to  48,789  kilos,  (about  48  tons),  valued  at 
69,670  fr.  69  c.  (2,786/.  16s.  7c/.). 

In  anticipation  of  the  completion  of  the  railway  between 
Matadi  and  Stanley  Pool,  attention  is  being  turned  to  the  prospects 
of  coffee  culture  on  the  Upper  Congo.  The  coffee  tree  is  known  to 
exist  in  a wild  state  in  some  of  the  northern  provinces,  and  there 
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is  abundance  of  land  suited  to  its  growth.  The  Congo  Govern- 
ment has  begun  to  form  plantations  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
several  of  its  stations,  including  Leopoldville,  Bangala,  and  Basoko, 
while  the  “ Societe  du  Haut  Congo  ” has  instructed  its  agents  to 
prepare  for  coffee-growing  on  a large  scale  as  soon  as  the  railway 
shall  furnish  the  means  of  transporting  the  crops  to  the  sea.  Most 
of  the  coffee  sown  hitherto  has  been  from  Liberia,  but  experiments 
are  about  to  be  tried  with  beans  from  San  Thome. 

With  regard  to  indiarubber,  the  total  exportation  for  1892  Indiarubber. 
amounted  to  460,399  kilos.  (453  tons),  valued  at  1,841,596  fr. 

(73,663/.  165.  10  d). 

Of  this  the  produce  of  Congo  Free  State  amounted  to — 


Value. 

Quantity. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

Tons. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Produce  of  Congo  State  . . 

156,339 

154 

625,356  0 

25,014  4 10 

From  lower  Congo 

86,236 

85 

344,944  0 

13,797  15  3 

From  its  upper  course. . 

70,103 

69 

280,412  0 

11,216  9 7 

Of  the  remainder,  the  following  furnished — 


i 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1 

Portuguese  possessions  on 
left  bank 

Portugese  seaboard 
French  sea-coast  territories 

Kilos. 

210,895 

89,020 

4,145 

Tons. 

2071 

87* 

4 

Francs  c. 

843,580  0 
356,080  0 
16,580  0 

1 

| £ s.  d. 

! 33,743  4 0 
14,243  4 0 
663  4 0 

The  shipments  amounted  to — 


To— 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Holland . , . . . « 

Belgium 

Kilos. 

316,492 

56,488 

Tons. 

311* 

55* 

Francs  c. 
1,265,968  0 | 
225,952  0 , 

£ s.  d. 

50,638  14  5 
9,038  1 8 

For  the  first  half-year  of  1892  the  total  export  of  indiarubber 
(including  foreign  produce  in  transit)  was — 
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Value. 

Quantity. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

Tons. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Total  export  . . 

182,873 

180 

731,492  0 

29,259  13  7 

Produce  of  Congo  Free 

State  . . 

62,680 

62 

250,720  0 

10,028  16  0 

The  corresponding  amounts  for  the  second  half-year  were 
respectively — 


Value. 

Quantity. 

— 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

Tons. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Total  export 

277,526 

273 

1,110,104  0 

44,404  3 3 

Congo  produce. . 

93,659 

92 

374,636  0 

14,985  8 10 

While  for  the  first  6 months  of  1893  the  total  export 
amounted  to — 


Value. 

Quantity. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

Tons. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Total  export 

251,977 

248 

1,007,908  0 

40,316  6 5 

Produce  of  Independent 

State . . 

116,301 

114  h 

465,204  0 

18,608  3 2i 

The  indiarubber  plant  is  found  in  all  parts  of  the  Independent 
State  of  the  Congo,  but  at  present  the  gum  is  collected  chiefly  in 
the  basins  of  the  Ubangi-Uelle,  Mongalla,  and  Ivassai  rivers.  The 
following  statement,  from  the  “ Independance  Beige,”  shows  the 
quantities  and  values  of  the  indiarubber  actually  produced  in  the 
Congo  State,  and  exported  thence  between  1887  and  1891 : — 


Quantities 

exported  since 

1887-  Year. 


Quantity. 


Talue. 


Kilos. 

1887 

30,050 

1888 

74,294 

1889 

131,113 

1890 

123,666 

1891  . . 

81,680 

Currency. 


Sterling. 


Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
29  11  2 0 

73  2 1 18 

129  0 3 10 

121  14  1 0 

80  7 3 4 


Francs. 

£ 

s. 

116,768 

4,670 

14 

260,029 

10,401 

3 

458,895 

18,355 

16 

556,497 

22,259 

17 

326,720 

13,068 

16 

d. 

5 

2 

0 

7 

0 
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Natives  gathering  rubber  on  the  public  lands  of  the  State  are  Tax  upon 
required  to  give  up  one- eighth  of  their  crop  as  a tax.  This  may  rubber 
be  commuted  (in  the  case  of  European  traders)  for  a payment  of  gatliermg. 

25  c.  per  kilo,  of  rubber. 

An  export  duty  of  40  fr.  per  100  kilos,  is  also  charged.  Export  duties 

On  other  commodities,  export  duties  are  likewise  imposed  by  in  force, 
the  Royal  Decree  of  April  30,  1892,  which  came  into  operation  on 
June  15  of  the  same  year,  viz  : — 


On— 

Per  100  Kilos. 

Fr, 

c. 

Arachis  nuts 

1 

35 

Coffee 

9 

35 

Red  copal 

8 

25 

White  copal  (inferior  in  quality) 

1 

50 

Palm  oil 

2 

75 

Palm  nuts  . . . . . . 

1 

40 

Sesamum  . . 

1 

25 

Ivory — 

a.  Pieces . . 

100 

00 

b.  Tusks  weighing  less  than  6 kilos.  . . 

160 

00 

c.  Tusks  over  6 kilos,  in  weight  .. 

210 

00 

The  total  export  of  palm  oil  during  1892  amounted  to — 


Total  export  

Of  this  the  produce  of  the 
Independent  State  (Lower 
Congo  region)  was 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

1,194,189 

906,295 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
1,175  6 2 4 

891  19  2 12 

Francs  c. 
569,628  15 

432,302  71 

£ s.  d. 

22,785  2 6 

17,292  2 2 

The  remainder  came  from  the  Portuguese  possessions,  namely : — 

Left  bank  of  the  Congo  ... 
Atlantic  seaboard  

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

213,393 

74,501 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
210  0 1 22 

73  6 1 26 

Francs  c. 
101,788  46 
35,536  98 

£ *.  d. 

4,071  10  9 
1,421  9 7 

This  shows  a considerable  falling-off  from  1891,  when  the 
total  export  of  palm  oil  wTas — 

Total  export  

Of  which  the  produce  of  the 
Independent  State  was  ... 

1 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

| Kilos. 

'■  2,272,111 

1,573,192 

1 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
2,236  4 1 26 

1,548  6 3 14 

Francs  c. 
1,226,939  94 

849,523  68 

£ s.  d. 

49,077  11  11 

33,980  18  11 

Export  of 
palm  oil. 
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The  total  export  for  the  first  half-year  was — 


Total  export  

Of  which  the  actual 
produce  of  the  Indepen- 
dent State  was  


Quantity. 

Kilos. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

353,640 

348  1 09 

299,575 

294  16  3 13 

Value. 


Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

168,686  28 

6,747 

9 

0 

142,897  27 

5,715 

17 

10 

The  corresponding  amounts  for  the  second  half-year  were— 


Value. 

Quantity. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Total  export  

840,549 

827  5 1 23  | 

400,941  87 

16,037  13  6 

Produce  of  Independent 

State  

606,720 

597  2 2 27 

289,405  44 

11,576  4 4 

And  for  the  first  half-year  of  1893 — 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Total  export  

Of  which  the  actual  Congo- 

531,732 

523  6 2 19 

253,636  16 

10,145  8 11 

lese  produce  was 

458,057 

450  16  1 22 

218,493  19 

8,739  14  6 

The  principal  countries  to  which  the  oil  was  shipped  during 
1892  were — 


Countries. 

Quantity. 

Holland  . . . . . . , , . . 

Kilos. 

478,572 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
471  0 1 1\ 

The  Portuguese  eoast  possessions 

350,120 

344  11  3 5 

Belgium  . . , . . . . . . . 

176,608 

173  16  1 13 

Great  Britain  . . . . , . . . 

160,356 

157  16  1 24 

AFKICA. 
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The  total  export  of  ivory  during  1892  was — 


Ivory. 


Total  export  

Of  this  the  actual 

produce  of  the  Congo 
State  was 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

195,291 

186,521 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
192  4 0 14 

183  11  2 0 

Francs. 

3,905,820 

3,730,420 

& s.  d. 

156,232  16  0 

149,216  16  0 

the  remainder  (8,779  kilos.)  being  in  transit  from  the  French  and 
Portuguese  territories. 

For  1891  the  corresponding  amounts  had  been — 

General  total 

Of  which  the  Congo  State 
supplied  

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

165,905 

141,775 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
163  5 2 21 

139  10  2 23 

Francs. 

3,318,100 

2,835,500 

£ s.  d. 

132,724  0 0 

113,420  0 0 

Of  the  entire  export  of  ivory  the  following  went  to — 

Belgium  

French  possessions  on  the 
Upper  Congo  ...  ... 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

126,535 

41,040 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
124  10  2 25 

40  7 3 9 

Francs. 

2,530,700 

820,800 

£ s.  d. 

101,228  0 0 

32,832  0 0 

The  quantities  of  ivory  from  the  Congo  and  Central  Africa  Quantities 
imported  into  Antwerp  during  the  past  6 years  are  stated  by  the  to 

“ Mouvement  Geographique,”  as  follows  : — 


Antwerp 
since  1888. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Kilos. 

Tons  cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

1888 

6,400 

6 

5 

3 

25 

1889 

46,600 

45 

17 

1 

4 

1890 

• • i i 

77,500 

76 

5 

2 

2 

1891 

• • • • 

59,500 

58 

11 

0 

23 

1892 

• • • • 

118,000 

116 

2 

2 

25 

1893 

• • • • 

224,000 

220 

9 

O 

27 

Total  .. 

•• 

532,000 

523 

11 

3 

22 

10 
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Palm  nuts. 


The  sudden  increase  during  the  last  2 years  is,  in  a great 
measure,  attributable  to  the  considerable  number  of  exploring  and 
trading  expeditions  which  have  been  at  work  during  that  period. 
The  total  export  of  ivory  for  the  first  6 months  of  1892  was — 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Francs. 

£ s.  d. 

Total  export  

97,853 

96  6 0 16 

1,957,060 

78,282  8 0 

Of  which  was  home  pro- 

duce   

93,449 

91  19  1 23 

1,808,980 

74,759  4 0 

For  the  last  6 months  of  the  same  year,  the  total  export 
amounted  to — 


1 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Francs. 

£ s.  d. 

Total  export  

97,438 

95  17  3 26 

1,948,760 

77,950  8 0 

Home  produce  

93,072 

91  12  0 5 

1,861,440 

74,457  12  0 

The  corresponding  amounts  for  the  first  6 months  of  1893 
Avere  respectively — 


1 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Francs. 

£ s.  d. 

Total  export  

102,272 

100  13  0 15 

2,045,440 

81,817  12  0 

Actual  Congolese  produce... 

101,236 

99  12  2 27 

2,024,720 

80,988  16  0 

The  total  export  of  palm  nuts  for  1892  was — 


1 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs. 

lbs. 

Francs 

c. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Total  export  

! 3,799,094 

3,739  1 

3 

3 

839,599 

77 

33,583 

19 

9 

From  the  Lower  Congo 

districts  of  the  Indepen- 

dent State  

j 3,064,747 

3,016  6 

3 

7 

677,309 

9 

27,092 

7 

3 

From  the  Portuguese  pos- 

sessions   

731,265 

719  14 

1 

5 

161,609 

56 

6,464 

7 

8 

The  French  Congo 

3,082 

3 0 

2 

19 

681 

12 

27 

4 

10 
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This  shows  a great  falling-off  from  the  exports  of  1891  — 


Produce  of  the  Congo  State 
Transit  trade  from  the 
Portuguese  possessions... 
From  the  French  Congo  ... 

Total  export  

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

4,714,763 

1,628,358 

315,280 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
4,640  5 3 17 

1,602  12  3 3 

310  6 0 0 

Francs  c. 
1,320,133  64 

455,940  24 
88,278  40 

£ [s.  d. 

52,805  6 11 

18,237  12  2 

3,531  2 9 

6,658,401 

6,553  4 2 20 

1,864,352  28  74,574  1 10 

Of  the  palm  nuts  exported  in  1892,  there  were  shipped  to — 

Holland  

Portuguese  possessions 

Belgium  

Germany  

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

1,713,102 

1,395,303 

456,852 

198,850 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
1,686  0 3 15 

1,373  5 1 5 

449  12  2 2i 

195  14  0 20 

Francs  c. 
378,595  54 
308,361  96 
100,964  29 
43,945  85 

£ s.  d. 

15,143  16  5 
12,334  9 7 

4,038  11  5 
1,757  16  8 

For  the  first  6 months  of  1892  the  total  exports  of  palm  nuts 
were — 

Total  exports 

Of  which  the  Congolese 
produce  was  

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

1,310,740 

1,129,589 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
1,290  0 2 27 

1,111  14  3 22 

Francs  c. 
289,673  54 

249,639  17 

£ s.  d. 

11,586  18  10 

9,985  1!  4 

For  the  second  6 months  of  1892  the  general  total  was — 

General  total  

Of  which  were  from  the 
Congo  State  

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

2,488,351 

1,935,158 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
2,449  1 0 4 

1,904  6 3 7 

Francs  c. 
549,926  23 

427,669  92 

£ s.  d. 

21,997  0 11 

17,106  15  11 

12 
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Other  articles 
of  export. 


Customs 
duties  on 
imports, 
established 
from  May  9, 
1892. 


Temporary 

exemptions. 


Total  value 
of  imports, 
May  to 
December, 
1892. 


The  corresponding  amounts  during  the  first  half-year  of  1893 
were — 


General  total 

Congo  produce  

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

2,034,084 

1,907,088 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
2,001  19  0 14 

1,876  19  1 8 

' 

Francs  c. 
449,532  56 
421,466  45 

£ s.  d. 

17,981  6 0 

16,858  13  2 

The  remaining  articles  exported  from  the  Congo  in  1892  con- 
sisted of  arachis  nuts,  red  and  white  copal,  sesamum,  orchilla, 
arnotto,  cotton,  other  vegetable  fibres,  beans,  kola  nuts,  raw  hides, 
and  piassava,  amounting  altogether  to — 

Total  export  

Of  which  the  actual  pro- 
duce of  the  Independent 
State  was 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kilos. 

187,967 

57,136 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs.  | 
184  19  3 24  i 

56  4 2 19  j 

Francs  c. 
63,549  72 

22,245  9 

£ a.  d. 
2,541  19  9 

889  16  1 

The  collection  of  customs  duties  on  imports  into  the  Indepen- 
dent State  of  the  Congo  began  on  May  9, 1892,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Protocol  signed  at  Lisbon  with  the  French  and 
Portuguese  Governments,  on  April  8 of  that  year,  and  the  Decree 
of  the  King-Sovereign  dated  the  following  day. 

The  duty  on  arms,  ammunition,  gunpowder,  and  salt  is  fixed  at 
10  per  cent,  ad  valorem ; that  on  spirits  at  50  degrees  at  15  fr. 
(12s.)  per  hectolitre.*  Other  goods  pay  6 per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Ships  and  boats,  steam  engines,  machinery  and  tools  intended 
for  industrial  or  agricultural  purposes,  are  admitted  duty  free  for 
a period  of  4 years  from  the  introduction  of  the  tariff. 

Locomotive  engines,  rolling  stock,  and  railway  material  are 
admitted  duty  free  during  the  period  of  construction  of  the  line, 
until  its  opening  for  traffic. 

Scientific  instruments,  church  furniture,  clothes,  and  personal 
luggage  belonging  to  travellers  or  settlers  in  the  State,  as  well  as 
live  stock  of  all  kinds,  and  seeds  intended  for  agriculture  are  like- 
wise on  the  free  list. 

The  total  value  of  imports  between  May  9 and  December  31, 
1892  (including  goods  in  transit  or  in  bond),  amounted  to 
5,679,195  fr.  16  c.  (227,167/.  16s.  2d.),  out  of  which  the  goods 
imported  for  consumption  within  the  Independent  State  repre- 
sented a value  of  4,984,455  fr.  15  c.  (199,378/.  4s.  2d.). 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  during 
the  same  period,  according  to  their  countries  of  origin : — 

* 1 hectolitre  = 22  imperial  gallons. 
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Comparative  Table  showing  the  Value  of  Goods  Imported  into 
the  Independent  State  of  the  Congo  between  May  9 and 
December  31,  1892.  


Countries  of  Origin. 

General  Total. 

Goods  declared  for  Consumption. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs 

c. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Francs 

c. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Belgium 

1,973,539 

80 

78,941 

11 

10 

1,913,288 

76 

76,531 

11 

0 

Great  Britain 

1,616,684 

28 

64,677 

7 

5 

1,511,111 

68 

60,444 

9 

6 

Holland 

781,711 

711,328 

35 

31,268 

9 

0 

561,977 

46 

22,479 

1 

11 

Germany  

12 

28,453 

7,105 

2 

6 

410,972 

77 

16,438 

18 

2 

Portugal  

177,649 

66 

19 

8 

174,546 

8 

6,981 

16  10 

Portuguese  seaboard  posses- 
sions   

108,471 

96 

4,338 

17 

6 

108,471 

96 

4,338  17 

6 

France  

91,558 

59 

3,662 

6 

11 

90,188 

19 

3,607 

10 

6 

Walfisch  Bay  (British  posses- 
sion)   

83,950 

0 

3,338 

0 

0 

83,950 

0 

3,358 

0 

0 

Italy  

36,840 

8 

1,473 

12 

1 

36,840 

8 

1,473 

12 

1 

China  

32,628 

75 

1,305 

3 

0 

32,628 

75 

1,305 

3 

0 

Portuguese  possessions  (left 
bank  of  Congo)  

26,137 

92 

1,045  10 

4 

22,001 

17 

880 

0 

11 

Spain  (Canary  Islands) 

12,307 

54 

492 

6 

1 

12,307 

54 

492 

6 

1 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  

11,779 

68 

471 

3 

9 

11,779 

68 

471 

3 

9 

Austria-Hungary  

10,695 

20 

427 

16 

2 

10,478 

80 

419 

3 

0 

Switzerland  

1,435 

20 

57 

8 

2 

1,435 

20 

57 

8 

2 

United  States 

1,153 

40 

46 

2 

9 

1,153 

40 

46 

o 

9 

Spain  

700 

0 

28 

0 

0 

700 

0 

28 

0 

0 

Tunis  

282 

57 

11 

6 

1 

282 

57 

11 

6 

1 

Denmark  

171 

0 

6 

16 

10 

171 

0 

6 

16 

10 

Greece 

126 

56 

5 

1 

3 

126 

56 

5 

1 

8 

Grand  Duchy  of  Luxemburg 

43 

50 

1 

14  10 

43 

50 

1 

14  10 

Total  

5,679,195 

16 

227,167 

16 

2 

4,984,455 

15 

199,378 

4 

2 

The  principal  articles  of  importation  fall  under  the  following  Principal 
heads  : — articles  of 

Live  animals  valued  at  141,996  fr.  50  c.  (5,679/.  176*.  2cf.),  of  imPorfcation* 
which  56,850  fr.  (2,274/.)  for  horned  cattle  imported  from  the 
Portuguese  sea-coast  possessions ; 80,250  fr.  (3,210/.)  for  horned 
cattle;  and  3,700  fr.  (148/.)  for  sheep  from  the  British  possessions 
of  Walfisch  Bay. 

Arms,  ammunition,  and  accoutrements,  of  a total  value  of  Arms  and 
456,300  fr.  37  c.  (18,252 /.  0s.  7 \d).  Out  of  this  sum  256,577  fr.  ammunition. 
71  c.  (10,263  2s.  2 d.)  were  for  trade  gunpowder,  of  which 
313,956  kilos,  (nearly  309  tons)  were  imported ; 238,258  kilos. 

(234^  tons),  worth  197,502  fr.  12  c.  (7,900/.  Is.  8d.),  were  intended 
for  consumption  in  the  Independent  State. 

Of  ordinary  and  blasting  powder  the  import  was  7,294  kilos. 

(7  tons  13  cwts.  3.  qrs.),  valued  at  5,298  fr.  67  c.  (211/.  18s.  lid.). 

The  small  arms  imported  were : 2,181  flint-lock  muskets, 
worth  22,156  fr.  73  c.  (886/.  5s.  4 d.) ; 2,551  percussion  guns, 
vTorth  24,429  fr.  (977/.  3s.  2c/.);  and  2,804  guns  of  improved 
systems,  worth  33,164  fr.  75  c.  (1,326/.  11s.  10c/.). 

Of  the  flint-lock  muskets  1,278  were  declared  for  immediate 
use,  303  were  declared  in  transit,  and  600  were  declared  for 
storage  in  bond ; while  of  the  percussion  guns,  2,535  were  for 
immediate  use,  and  only  16  in  transit.  The  whole  of  the  im- 
proved fire  arms  were  for  immediate  use. 

There  were  also  8 cannon  valued  at  29,857  fr.  40  c. 

(1,194/.  5s.  lid.). 

The  import  of  cartridges  amounted  to  377,301,  valued  at 
41,582  fr.  88  c.  (1,663/.  6s.  3c?.),  and  the  value  of  the  accoutrements 
was  25,825  fr.  21  c.  (1,033/.  0s.  2d.). 
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Boats, 

engines,  and 
parts  of  boats 


Beer,  wines, 
and  spirits. 


Boats , Engines , Tackle , and  parts  of  Boats. 

The  imports  under  this  head  were  284,689  fr.  50  c. 
(11,387/.  11s.  7c?.),  of  which  110,000  fr.  (4,400/.)  was  the  value  of 
' steamboats;  30,642  fr.  68  c.  (1,225/.  14s.  2d.)  represented  dupli- 
cate parts  of  machinery  and  spare  boilers,  while  43,772  fr. 
(1,750/.  17s.  Id.)  was  for  sailing  ships  and  boats,  and  75,673  fr.  80  c. 
(3,026/.  19s.  2d.)  for  detached  parts  of  boats. 


Fermented  and  Spirituous  Liquors. 

The  value  of  the  total  importation  of  beer  was  57,156  fr.  20  c. 
(2,286/.  4s.  lid.). 

k The  total  amount  of  trade  spirits  below  50  degrees  proof  imported 
was  767,523  litres  (168,929  gallons),  valued  at  292,512  fr.  77  c. 
(11,700/.  10s.  2d.),  of  which  489,329  litres  (107,699  gallons  7 pints), 
valued  at  190,001  fr.  85  c.)  (7,600/.  Is.  5c/.),  were  declared  for 
direct  consumption  or  taken  out  of  bond. 

Of  trade  spirits  above  50  degrees  proof,  the  total  import  was 
169,625  litres  (37,333  gallons  7 pints),  valued  at  98,757  fr.  44  c. 
(3,950/.  5s.  lid.),  of  which  145,533  litres  (32,031  gallons  3 pints), 
valued  at  83,443  fr.  39  c.  (3,337/.  14s.  8c/.),  were  for  direct 
consumption. 

The  countries  from  which  the  largest  quantities  of  spirits 
below  50  degrees  proof  were  imported  were — 


Country. 

Quantity. 

Litres. 

Galls,  pts. 

Germany  . . 

562,056 

123,706  7 

Holland  . . . . . . . . 

145,534 

32,031  4f 

Belgium 

39,030 

8,590  3 

Great  Britain 

16,367 

3,602  1 

While  for  spirits  over  50  degrees  proof  the  chief  importers 
were — 


Country. 

Quantity. 

Germany  . . 

Litres. 

140,841 

Galls,  pts. 
30,998  5 

Belgium 

13,908 

3,061  O 
2,955  5 

Great  Britain 

13,429 

The  value  of  other  spirits  and  liqueurs  imported  was : 
27,640  fr.  2 c.  (1,105/.  12s.),  and  that  of  wines:  137,546  fr.  33  c. 
(5,501/.  17s.) ; bringing  the  total  importation  under  the  head  of 
alcoholic  drinks  to  613,612  fr.  76  c.  (24,544/.  10s.  2 JcZ.). 
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Provisions  and  Food  Stuffs  {including  Salt  for  barter). 


The  total  importation  amounted  in  value  to  871,742  fr.  35  c.  Provisions. 
(34,869/.  13s.  10c/.),  of  which — 


From — 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Belgium  . . . . , * . * 

348,799  19 

13,951  19  4 

(Ire at  Britain  . . 

232,961  78 

9,218  9 5 

Germany  . . , , 

68,267  17 

2,730  13  9 

Tinned  provisions  represented  a value  of  417,538  fr.  8 c. 
(16,701/.  lOs.  5c/.),  of  which— 


From — 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Great  Britain 

# % 

155,484  6 

6,219  7 3 

Belgium 

, , 

127,540  19 

5,101  12  1 

Germany  , . 

. * 

52,130  0 

2,085  4 0 

Holland 

, # 

49,677  97 

] ,987  2 4 

France  . » 

*• 

20,610  24 

824  8 2 

Of  flour — 


From— 

Value, 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ (t.  d. 

Belgium  . . . . . . 

96/758  87 

3,870  7 1 

Great  Britain  . . 

18,402  68 

736  2 2 

Holland 

12,218  85 

488  15  0 

out  of  a total  of  131,645  fr.  69  c.  (5,265/.  165,  Id.). 

Peas,  beans,  and  grain  amounted  to  11,195  fr.  59  c.(447/.  16s.  5c/.), 
of  which  9,781  fr.  6 c.  (391/.  4s.  10c/.)  came  from  ^Belgium, 

Dried  fish  was  imported  for  a sum  of  70,684  fr.  17  c. 
(2,827/.  7s.  4c/.),  of  which— 


(1828) 


B 
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Earthenware. 


Clothing,  &c. 


From  — 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Portuguese  coast  possessions 

45,419  14 

1,816  15  4 

Belgium 

10,798  72 

431  19  0 

Potatoes  and  onions  form  a separate  subhead,  of  which  the 
value  is  given  at  20,430  fr.  41  c.  (817/.  4s.  3 c/.),  of  which — 


From — 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Franc3  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Canary  Islands  . . . . 

10,032  38 

401  5 11 

Belgium  . . . . . , 

5,169  29 

206  15  5 

The  imports  of  rice  were  valued  at  1 73,643  fr.  24  c.  (6,945/.  14s.  7c/.), 
of  which  no  less  than  102,632  fr.  42  c.  (4,105/.  5s.  lid.)  represent 
the  shipments  from  Belgium,  while  24,500  fr.  worth  (980/.)  came 
direct  from  China. 

The  value  of  the  salt  imported  for  barter  was  36,730  fr.  88  o. 
(1,469/.  4s.  8d.),  of  this  30,666  fr.  28  c.  (1,226/.  13s.)  represent  the 
shipments  from  England. 

Miscellaneous  provisions  amounted  to  9,874  fr.  29  c. 
(394/.  19s.  6 d.). 


Earthenware  and  Pottery. 

The  total  importation  under  this  head  amounted  to 
51,583  fr.  41  c.  (2,063/.  6s.  9c/.),  out  of  which — 


From — 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs 

c. 

£ s.  d. 

Great  Britain 

, # 

t , 

28,489 

75 

1,139  11  10 

Holland 

11,273 

40 

450  18  9 

Belgium 

4,646 

28 

185  17  0 

Clothing  and  Linen. 

The  total  value  imported  was  184,385  fr.  68  c.  (7.375/.  8s.  Id.) 
of  which — • 


From— 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Belgium  . . . . . , 

88,975  42 

3,559  0 4 

Great  Britain  . . 

49,432  29 

1,977  5 10 

Holland 

28,082  70 

1,123  6 2 

Machinery,  Tools,  and  Metallic  Buildings. 

Machinery,  tools,  and  metallic  buildings,  of  a total  value  of  Machinery 
257,722  fr.  61  c.  (10,308/.  18s.  Id.),  under  the  respective  headings  t00)8>  ^nd 

p metallic 

constructions, 


Description. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c.  • 

£ s.  d. 

Sundry  machines  and  pieces  of  mechanism 

20,001  39 

800  1 1 

Accessories  and  reserve  parts  of  machinery 

23,475  27 

939  0 3 

Railway  rolling  stock 

118,037  80 

4,721  10  3 

Sundry  tools  . . 

Telegraph  and  telephone  apparatus  and 

33,443  44 

1,337  14  9 

materials  . . 

1,788  29 

71  10  8 

Sundry  metallic  structures  .. 

60,976  42 

2,439  1 1 

Of  the  sundry  machines,  &c.,  the  value  imported  was — 


From — 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Germany  . . . . 

Francs  c. 
4,033  0 

£ s.  d. 
161  6 5 

Great  Britain 

6,527  2 

261  1 7 

Belgium 

8,938  23 

357  10  7 

Of  the  supplementary  and  reserve  parts  of  machines,  the  value 
imported  from  Belgium  was  not  less  than  22,350  fr.  37  c. 
(894/.  Os.  4c/.). 

The  value  of  the  rolling  stock  imported  was  — 


F rom — 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Germany  . . 

73,459  0 

2,938  7 2 

Belgium 

44,578  80 

1,783  3 1 

B 2 


(1828) 
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Building 

materials. 


Metals. 


Of  the  tools,  the  importation  was  valued  at — 


From— 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Belgian 

23,296  60 

931  17  3 

Great  Britain  . . . . 

5,474  24 

218  19  5 

The  importation  of  metallic  buildings  amounted  to— 


From — 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Germany  . . . . 

32,008  40 

1,280  6 9 

Belgium  . . . . . . . , 

21,345  0 

853  16  0 

Great  Britain  . . . . 

7,623  2 

304  18  4 

Building  Materials. 

Total  value  of  importations,  152,222  fr.  91  c.  (6,088/.  18s.  4c/.), 
viz. : — 


Value. 

Of  which 
from — 

Value. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ *.  d. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Lime ...  

15,657  71 

626  6 2 

Belgium 

14,322  99 

672  18  6 

Cement  

49,066  83 

1,962  12  8 

Belgium 

46,519  46 

1,860  15  7 

Miscellaneous 

87,499  37 

3,499  19  6 

Belgium 

Holland 

Great  Britain  ... 

32,681  70 
23,485  70 
17,835  92 

1,307  5 4 
939  8 7 
713  8 9 

Metals. 


The  total  value  of  tile  imports  of  metals  was  313,506  fr.  63  c. 
(12,540/.  5s.  3 d.),  viz. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Steel 

Francs  c. 
66,121  68 

£ j.  d. 
2,644  17  4 

Copper  and  brass  . . . . 

Tin 

132,235  65 

5,289  8 6 

82  42 

3 5 11 

Iron. . . . . . . i 

109,760  5 1 

4,390  8 5 

Lead 

451  65 

18  1 4 

Zinc..  ..  ..  a 

4,854  69 

194  3 9 
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The  imports  of  steel  consisted  of — 


Description. 

Yalue. 

Kemarks, 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Bar  steel. . 

Steel  rails  . . 

Other  steel  . . 

Francs  c. 

2,090  6 

49,130  0 

14,901  62 

£ s.  d. 

83  12  0 
1,965  4 0 
596  1 4 

1 Both  of  which  came  wholly 
J from  Belgium 
Of  which  11,402  fr.  30  c. 
(45 61.  Is.  lOd.)  was  of 
Belgian  importation 

Of  the  imports  of  copper  and  brass  126,388  fr.  30  c. 
(5,055 1.  10s.  8c?.)  represented  copper  and  brass  wire,  of  which — 


From^- 

« 

Yalue. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Franos  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Belgium  . <, 

65,639  41 

2,625  11  6 

Great  Britain  * > . . . . 

25,483  96 

1,019  7 2 

Holland  . . . , . . . . 

22,038  0 

881  10  5 

The  iron  imports  consisted  of — 


Description. 

Yalue. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Iron  wire  .. 

# ♦ • • 

. . 

702  15 

28  1 9 

Iron  joists  . 

t • • • 

, , 

3,909  21 

156  7 4 

Sheet  iron  . . 

• • • • 

• • 

16,508  70 

660  6 11 

Nails 

t ♦ • • 

, . 

9,738  27 

389  10  7 

Sundries  . . 

• • • ♦ 

• • 

78,902  21 

3,156  1 10 

The  principal  importers  were  for — 


Yalue. 

Description. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Iron  joists  . . 

Belgium  . . . . I 

3,143  88 

125  15  1 

Sheet  iron  . . 

Belgium  . . . . 

12,752  49 

510  2 0 

Nails  ..  ..  .. 

Belgium 

4,410  33 

176  8 3 

Great  Britain 

3,396  11 

135  16  11 

Holland 

1,695  25 

67  16  2 

Sundry  iron  goods  . . 

Belgium 

65,593  33 

2,623  14  8 

Great  Britain 

11,631  58 

465  5 3 
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Cutlery  and 
ironmongery. 


Cottons. 


Cutlery  and  Ironmongery. 

Cutlery  and  ironmongery  (including  kitchen  and  household 
utensils,  and  miscellaneous  articles  of  trade,  e.g .,  copper  and  iron 
bangles,  “machetes,”  mirrors,  &c.).  Total  importation,  173,708  fr. 
7 c.  (6,948/.  6s.  6d.). 

The  chief  importing  countries  were — 


Country. 

Yalue. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Great  Britain 
Belgium  . . 
Germany  . . 
Holland 

Francs  c. 
69,317  99 
36,709  57 
28,870  19 
22,464  20 

£ s.  d. 
2,772  14  5 
1,468  7 8 
1,154  16  2 
898  11  4 

Cotton  Tissues. 

The  total  value  of  cotton  goods  imported  was  1,442,391  fr.  95  c. 
(57,695/.  135.  Id.).  Of  this  807,072  fr.  (32,282/.  17s.  Id.)  came 
from  Great  Britain. 

Of  unbleached  goods  the  imported  value  was  170,937  fr.  44  c. 
(6,837/.  10s.),  of  which — - 


From— 

Yalue. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ s,  d. 

Belgium  . . . . . . . . 

113,577  48 

4,543  2 0 

Great  Britain 

44,275  20 

1,771  0 2 

The  import  of  bleached  goods  was  51,779  fr.  10  c.  (2,071/.  3s.  3d,), 
of  which — 


From— 

Yalue. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Great  Britain  . . . . 

22,025  78 

881  0 8 

Holland  . . . . . . . . 

17,809  50 

712  7 7 

Belgium  . . . . . . . . 

6,481  7 

259  4 10 

The  total  of  printed  goods  amounted  to  521,702  fr.  40  c. 
(20,868/.  Is.  Ilf/.),  of  which— 
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From — 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Great  Britain  , , 

345,628  18 

13,825  2 7 

Holland 

125,633  63 

5,025  6 11 

"Belgium 

41,027  68 

1,641  2 2 

Of  a total  importation  of  cotton  handkerchiefs  amounting  to 
21,180  fr.  7 c.  (847/.  4*.  Id),  20,030  fr.  7 c.  (801/.  4s.  Id.)  was 
British. 

In  dyed  goods  the  imports  reached  575,285  fr.  19  c. 
(23,011/.  85.  2d.),  of  which— 


From — 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Great  Britain 

Francs  c. 
312,771  11 

£ s.  d. 

12,510  16  11 

Belgium 

1 28,244  33 

5,129  15  5 

Holland 

116,804  95 

4,672  3 11 

The  total  importation  of  sundry  other  cotton  goods  was 
101,507  fr.  75  c.  (4,060/.  65.  2d.),  of  winch — 


From— 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ s.  d. 

Great  Britain  . . 

62,341  66 

2,493  13  4 

Belgium  . . . , . . 

29,582  55 

1,183  6 1 

Woollen  Tissues, 


The  value  of  the  woollen  goods  imported  was  106,974  fr.  47  c. 
(4,278/.  195.  7 d),  under  the  following  heads 


Description. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Unbleached 

Francs  c. 
3,779  28 
1,835  67 

£ s.  d. 
151  3 5 

Bleached  . . 

73  8 7 

Printed 

4,049  40 

161  19  6 

Dyed  , . . . . . » . 

15,133  33 

605  6 8 

Cloth 

1,167  7 

46  13  8 

Sundry  (not  specified) 

81,009  72 

1 

3,240  7 9 

Woollen 

goods. 
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Carpets. 


Glassware 
and  beads. 


Value  of 
imports 
during  first 
6 months  of 
1893. 


The  unbleached  goods  were  all  Belgian  exports. 


Description. 

From — 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c.  i 

£ *.  d. 

Of  the  bleached  goods. . 

Holland 

1,560  0 i 

62  8 0 

Of  the  prints  . . 

British* 

3,218  92  i 

128  15  2 

Ot  the  dyed  goods 

Great  Britain 

Holland 

Belgium 

8,693  56 
4,891  0 | 

1,339  77  1 

347  14  10 
195  11  9 
53  11  10 

Of  the  sundry  other 

goods . . 

Great  Britain  . . 

Belgium  . . . . 

41,762  40  | 
37,454  32 

1,670  9 11 
1,498  3 5 

# The  rest  Belgian. 


Carpets, 


The  total  value  of  carpets  imported  was  15,041  fr.  8 c* 
(601/.  12s.  10c/.),  of  which — 


From— 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 

£ 5.  d . 

Great  Britain  . . . . 

7,545  74 

301  16  7 

Holland  . . 

4,384  25 

175  7 5 

Glassware  and  Glass  Beads. 

The  imports  of  glassware  amounted  altogether  to  23,851  fr.  10  c. 
(954/.  Os.  lid.),  and  those  of  glass  beads  to  93,227  fr.  26  c. 
(3,729/  Is.  10c/.). 

Of  the  former,  Germany  was  the  chief  importing  country,  with 
13,536  fr.  69  c.  (541/.  9s.  4c/.),  Great  Britain  coming  next  with 
3,244  fr.  93  c.  (129/.  15s.  11c/.),  followed  by  Belgium  with  3,150  fr. 
47  c.  (126/.  0s.  4c/.),  and  Holland  with  2,910  fr.  58  c.  (116/.  8s.  6c/.). 

Of  glass  beads,  the  largest  value  imported,  36,264  fr.  88  c. 
(1,450/.  11s.  11c/.),  came  from  Italy;  23,712  fr.  28  c.  (948/.  9s.  10c/.) 
worth  came  from  Great  Britain;  10,670  fr.  20  c.  (426/.  16s.  2d.) 
from  Austria,  and  7,305  fr.  70  c.  (292/.  4s.  7c/.)  from  Holland. 

Imports  for  the  fast  Half  Year  of  1893. 

The  total  value  of  goods  imported  into  the  Congo  State  from 
January  to  June  of  1893  was  5,461,793  fr.  15  c.  (218,471/.  14s.  6c/.), 
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as  compared  with  4,721,509  fr.  68  c.  (188,860/.  7s.  9 d.)  during  the 
last  6 months  of  1892. 

The  value  of  goods  imported  for  immediate  consumption  during 
the  same  periods  was  4,930,664  fr.  76  c.  (197,226/.  11s.  10c/.)  in 
1893,  as  against  4,059,636  fr.  63  c.  (162,385 /.  9s.  4eZ.)  in  1892. 

The  following  comparative  statements  show  the  values  of  the 
principal  imports  during  the  first  half-year  of  1893,  and  the  last 
half  of  1892,  under  their  respective  headings  : — 


Value. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs 

c. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1.  Arms,  ammunition,  and  accoutrements  ... 

1st  half  of  1893  ... 

380,037 

3 

15,201 

15,664 

9 

7 

2nd  half  of  1892  ... 

391,606 

60 

5 

3 

2.  Boats,  engines,  tackle,  and  parts  of  boats 

1st  half  of  1893  ... 

54,328 

275,002 

41 

2,173 

11,000 

2 

9 

2nd  half  of  1892  ... 

8 

1 

8 

3.  Alcoholic  liquors  

1st  half  of  1893  ... 

513,283 

45 

20,531 

6 

9 

2nd  half  of  1892  ... 

486,259 

15 

19,450 

7 

4 

4.  Provisions  and  foodstuffs  ...  ... 

1st  half  of  1893  ... 

788,650 

6 

31,546 

0 

1 

2nd  half  of  1892  ... 

729,597 

33 

29,183 

17 

10 

5.  Pottery  and  earthenware 

1st  half  of  1893  ... 

47,390 

38 

1,895 

12 

4 

2nd  half  of  1892  ... 

39,269 

65 

1,570 

15 

9 

6.  Clothes  and  linen  

1st  half  of  1893  ... 

135,053 

49 

5,402 

2 

9 

2nd  half  of  1892  ... 

157,283 

73 

6,291 

7 

0 

7.  Machinery,  tools,  and  metallic  buildings 

1st  half  of  1893 

562,556 

13 

22,502 

4 

6 

2nd  half  of  1892  ... 

244,974 

12 

9,798 

19 

3 

The  latter  total  is  sub-divided  as  follows  : 

: — 

Value. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs 

c. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Locomotives  

1893  

123,172 

80 

4,926 

17 

10 

1892  

Railway  rolling  stock 

1893  

93,707 

53 

3,748 

6 

0 

1892  

118,037 

80 

4,721 

10 

3 

Sundry  machines  

1893  

22,955 

0 

918 

4 

0 

1892  

19,293 

74 

771 

15 

0 

Supplementary  and  reserve  parts  of  machines 

1893  

97,330 

66 

3,693 

835 

4 

6 

1892  

20,885 

38 

8 

3 

Sundry  tools  

1893  

46,976 

68 

1,879 

1 

4 

1892  

28,366 

87 

1,134  13 

6 

Telegraph  and  telephone  materials 

1893  

3,499 

72 

139  19 

10 

1892  

1,783 

29 

71 

10 

7 

Sundry  metallic  structures 

1893  

174,913 

74 

6,996 

11 

0 

1892  

56,602 

04 

2,264 

1 

8 

Articles. 

1st  half  of  1893  ... 

2nd  half  of  1892  ... 

1st  half  of  1893  ... 

2nd  half  cf  1892  ... 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

8.  Building  materials 

9.  Metals 

Francs  c. 
158,018  89 
127,617  56 

607,432  97 
255,400  75 

1 

£ s.  d. 

6,320  15  2 
5,104  14  0 

24,297  6 4 
10,216  0 7 

Comparison 
of  imports 
during  first 
6 months  of 
1893,  and  last 
6 months  of 
1892. 
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The  principal  items  under  the  head  of  metals  were  : — 


Articles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Steel  rails 

1893  : 

1892  

Francs  c. 
167,517  87 
49,130  0 

£ s.  d. 

6,700  14  4 
1,965  4 0 

Other  steel  goods. 



1893  

1892 

56,665  13 
14,901  62 

2,266  12  1 
596  1 4 

Copper  wire  



1 93 

1892  

107,447  95 
81,531  78 

4,297  18  4 
3,261  5 5 

Sundry  iron  goods  



1893  

1892  

162,611  83 
73,882  79 

6,504  9 5 
2,955  6 3 

Under  the  head  of 
were : — 

cutlery  and  ironmongery  the  imports 

Articles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

10.  Cutlery  and  ironmongery 

1st  half  of  1893  ... 

2nd  half  of  1892  ... 

Francs  c. 
134,725  96 
119,662  79 

£ s.  d. 

5,389  0 9 
4,786  6 3 

The  importation  of  cotton  goods  was  : — 


Articles. 

1st  6 months  of  1893 
2nd  6 months  of  1892 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

11.  Cotton  goods 

Francs  c, 
1,346,045  64 
1,217,031  44 

£ s.  d, 

53,841  16  5 
48,681  5 2 

Under  the  head  of  cotton  goods  the  separate  items  were : — 


Value. 


Description. 

1st  Half-year,  1893. 

2nd  Half-year,  1892. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Unbleached  

Bleached  

Printed  goods 

Handkerchiefs 

Dyed  goods  

Sundries  not  specified 

Francs  c. 
128,124  0 

35,920  99 
493,733  37 
9,047  50 
616,363  39 
62,856  29 

£ s.  d. 
5,124  19  2 
1,436  16  9 
19,749  6 9 
361  18  0 
24,654  10  9 
2,514  5 0 

Francs  c. 
153,109  6 

37,468  50 
457,147  12 
20,030  7 

473,648  60 
75,628  9 

£ s.  d. 

6,124  7 3 
1,498  14  9 
18,285  17  8 
801  4 2 
18,945  18  10 
3,025  2 6 

AFRICA. 


25 


Woollen  Goods. 


, 9f  1st  half  of  1893  . . 
\ 2nd  half  of  1892 

Yalue. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 
106,986  48 
87,596  92 

£ s.  d. 

4,279  9 2 
3,5.03  17  6 

Carpets. 

fist  half  of  1893  

16  \2nd  half  of  1892 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 
27,927  1 

11,915  80 

£ s.  d. 

1,117  1 7 
476  12  8 

Glassware. 

1Af  1st  half  of  1893  . . 
\ 2nd  half  of  1892 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 
14,103  82 
21,215  32 

£ s.  d. 
564  3 1 
848  12  3 

Glass  Beads. 

fist  half  of  1893 

10  \2nd  half  of  1892 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Francs  c. 
113,903  99 
82,875  78 

£ *.  d. 

4,556  3 2 
3,315  0 7 

With  regard  to  the  imports  for  the  first  6 months  of  1893,  no 
particulars  are  given  of  their  respective  countries  of  origin  in  the 
official  table  from  which  the  above  statement  has  been  compiled. 


Shipping  Statistics  of  the  Independent  State  of  the  Congo  for  the 
Year  1892  and  the  First  Six  Months  of  1893. 

The  number  of  vessels  which  entered  the  port  of  Banana 
during  the  first  6 months  of  1892  was:  — 


Shipping 
statistics  of 
ports  of 
Banana  and 
Boma. 

Port  of 
Banana 
entries. 
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Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sea-going  vessels  . . 

39 

45,285 

Coasting  ,,  ..  ..  *. 

169 

4,688 

During  the  second  half-year 
entered  the  same  port  were — 

the  number 

of  vessels  which 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sea-going  vessels  . . . . . . 

38 

40,116 

Coasting  ,, 

178 

4,849 

making  a total  for  the  year  of — 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sea-going  vessels  . . 

77 

85,401 

Coasting  „ ..  •• 

347 

9,537 

The  respective  nationalities  of 

the  sea-going  vessels  entered 

were : — 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  . . . . . . . . 

33 

42,144 

German 

14 

15,583 

Dutch  . . . . . . . . 

15 

13,231 

French  . . . . . . . . | 

7 

11,350 

Belgian 

7 

2,688 

Norwegian  . . . . . . . . j 

1 

405 

During  the  first  half-year  of  1893  the  entries  into  the  port  of 


— ' " O J IT  ~ 

Banana  were : — 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sea-going  vessels  .. 

41 

46,088 

Coasting  „ 

105 

3,116 

AFRICA. 
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Of  the  sea-going  vessels  there  were — 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  . . . . 

20 

25,285 

German  . . . . . . . . 

12 

12,227 

Dutch 

8 

8,141 

Norwegian  .. 

1 

435 

The  numbers  of  vessels  which  cleared  from  Banana  during  the  Clearances, 
first  6 months  of  1892  were  respectively : — 


Sea-going  vessels  . . 
Coasting  ,, 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

44 

201 

49,906 

5,822 

and  during  the  second  6 months — 

Sea- going  vessels  . . 
Coasting  „ . . . . 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

42 

185 

44,484 

4,909 

making  a total  lot  the  year  of — 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sea-going  vessels  . . 

86 

94,390 

Coasting  „ , . 

" "I 

386 

10,731 

The  respective  nationalities  of  the  sea-going  vessels  which 
cleared  from  Banana  were  : — 


N ationality. 

1 Number  of 
| Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

35 

44,736 

German  . . . . 

19 

21,212 

Dutch  . . . . . , 

15 

13,231 

French 

7 

11,350 

Belgian 

9 

3,456 

Norwegian..  .. 

1 

405 

Port  of  Boma 
entrances. 
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During  the  first  6 months  of  1893  there  cleared  from 
Banana — 


Sea-going  vessels  . . . . 

Coasting  „ 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

44 

104 

60,844 

3,019 

Of  the  sea-going  vessels  were — 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

German  . . , . 

Dutch 

21 

14 

9 

27,124 

14,456 

9,264 

During  the  first  half-year  of  1892  there  entered  the  port  of 
Boma — 

Sea-going  vessels  . . 

Coasting  „ . . . . ... 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

42 

125 

44,358 

8,855 

During  the  second  half-year  the  entries  consisted  of — 

Sea-going  vessels  . . 
Coasting  „ . . . . 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

37 

147 

43,805 

7,341 

making  a total  for  the  year  of — 


Number  of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Sea-going  vessels  . . 

79 

88,163 

Coasting  ,, 

272 

16,196 

AFRICA, 


Of  the  sea-going  ships  entered — 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

41 

54,421 

German 

19 

22,279 

Dutch 

5 

4,772 

Belgian 

13 

4,992 

French 

1 

1,699 

For  the  first  6 months  of  1893  the  entries  into  the  port  of 
Boma  consisted  of — 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sea-going  vessels  . . 

.. 

46 

57,536 

Coasting  „ 

•• 

• • 

131 

3,532 

Of  the  sea-going  vessels  there  were — 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  . . . . 

26 

34,590 

German 

, , 

16 

19,016 

Dutch 

4 

3,930 

During  the  first  half-year  of  1892  there  cleared  from  Banana — Clearances. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sea-gDing  vessels  .. 

• • • • 

43 

45,860 

Coasting  „ 

• * 

129 

8,668 

The  corresponding  numbers  for  the  second  half-year  were 
respectively : — 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sea-going  vessels  . . 

# 9 

.. 

36 

42,890 

Coasting  „ 

•• 

• • 

147 

7,358 

30 


AFRICA. 


The  total  for  the  whole  year  was  consequently  : — 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sea-going  vessels  . . 

79 

88,750 

Coasting  ,, 

276 

16,026 

The  distribution  of  the  sea-going  vessels  and  tonnage  cleared, 
according  to  nationalities,  was  : — 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British. 

40 

53,506 

Q-erman 

20 

23,781 

Belgian 

13 

4,992 

4,772 

Dutch 

5 

French 

1 ! 

1,699 

The  vessels  which  cleared  from  Boma  during  the  first  half- 
year  of  1893  were  : — 


Sea- going  vessels  ..  .. 

Coasting  „ 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

45 

135 

56,694 

3,597 

Of  the  sea-going  ships — - 

Nationality* 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  . . . , 

26 

34,590 

German 

16 

19,016 

Dutch  . . 

3 

3,088 
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1333.  Loanda  • , 
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2|d. 

1395.  Tamsui 

• • 

Id. 

1335.  Taganrog  . . 

• 9 

Id. 

1396.  Chungking  . . . 

u&. 

1336.  Galveston  . • 

C * 

• © 

8Jd. 

1397.  Philadelphia  . 

, • 

3id. 

1337.  Biga  . • 

• • 

* • 

2d. 

1398.  Bilbao  . . , 

• • 

2id. 

1338.  Batavia  , . 

t © 

, © 

lid. 

1399.  Dunkirk  ..  . 

, , 

Id. 

1339.  Boston  • . 

• • 

, , 

lad. 

1400.  Amoy  . . . 

, • 

lid. 

1340.  Baltimore  , , 

• 0 
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it 
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Id. 
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• 9 
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, e 
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• © 
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, © 

Id. 
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. , 

Id. 
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• « 

, © 

Id. 

1412.  Chefoo 

, , 

3d. 

1352.  San  Jose 

• 9 

t © 

Id. 

1413.  Swatow  .,  , 

, . 

Id. 

1353.  Trieste  .. 

• 9 

3id. 

1414.  Mannheim  . . 

, . 

lid. 
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• • 

• • 

2d. 

1415.  Fiume  . . , 

, , 

2d. 

1355.  Teneriffe  , , 

• • 

© © 

id. 

1416.  Athens  .,  . 
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6d. 

1356.  Havana 

• 0 

2d. 
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, , 

lid. 
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• t 

5d. 
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,, 
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© 0 

# © 
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• • 
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. , 
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. . 
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• • 
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, , 

2id. 

1371.  Batoum  ,, 

, © 

2d. 
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2id. 

1372.  Rouen  .. 

2id. 
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. , 
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e. 
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• • 

, © 

4id. 
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. . 

Id. 
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• I 

© © 

2d. 

1438.  Chicago  ••  . 

. . 

2id. 
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• • 

© © 

Id. 
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. . 

2d. 

1379.  Boston  , . 

• 9 

© # 

Id. 

3440.  Tabreez  .. 

, , 

id. 

1380.  Palermo 

• • 

© © 

3d. 

1441.  Tahiti  ., 

. . 

id. 

1381.  New  York  .. 

© • 

• • 

2d. 

1442.  Shanghai  . , . 

, . 

2d. 
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• • 

2d. 

1443.  Nagasaki 

. . 

Id. 

1383.  Naples  .. 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

1444.  Madrid  . . . 

. . 

2 id. 

1384.  Constantinople 

• • 

2d. 

1445.  Malaga  . . 

. . 

2id. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres 

© • 

, © 

5id. 

1446.  Rotterdam  . . , 

. . 

Id. 

1386.  Caracas  . . 

• • 

, © 

lid. 

1447.  Port  Said  . , 

. , 

Id. 

1387.  Vienna 

• ♦ 

, © 

lid. 

1448.  Sofia..  ..  , 

. . 

2£d. 

1388.  Madeira  .. 

• • 

© © 

id. 

1449.  Warsaw  ..  . 

. . 

lid. 

1389.  Panama  . • 

• « 

.. 

lid. 

1450.  Africa  (Congo) 

.. 

2d. 
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TURKEY. 


General  Review  of  Trade. 

So  far  as  I can  gather  from  previous  reports,  trade  generally 
last  year  appears  to  have  been  of  a normal  description,  at  all 
events  in  so  far  as  the  total  value  of  the  imports  is  concerned, 
and  indeed  that  is  what  one  really  means  when  one  speaks  or 
writes  of  trade  in  the  Hejaz;  for  the  export  trade  is  so  insig- 
nificant, and  for  reasons  which  will  be  explained  later  on,  this 
insignificance  becomes  every  year  so  much  more  marked  that  it 
will  soon  be  hardly  necessary  to  take  it  into  account. 

As  I mentioned  in  my  report  for  the  year  1892,  the  import 
trade  of  this  province  may  be  considered  under  two  headings, 
viz.,  that  of  which  the  source  is  Britis.li  India  (in  which  term  I 
include  the  Straits  Settlements  and  Mauritius),  and  that  which 
comes  from  various  other  parts  of  the  world,  although  in  reality 
Turkey,  Persia,  and  Egypt  are  the  countries  which  supply  most 
of  the  goods  so  catalogued. 

The  Indian  import  trade,  which  is  certainly  the  more  im- 
portant and  the  more  valuable  of  the  two,  has  increased  some- 
what both  in  volume  and  value,  but  not  to  any  very  marked 
extent,  while  the  imports  from  other  countries  shotv  only  a slight 
improvement  on  those  of  the  recent  years. 

It  would  be  as  well  to  state  here  that  many  goods  which  are 
imported  into  the  Hejaz  from  India  are  so  distinctly  of  purely 
British  manufacture  that  the  question  is  naturally  asked  at  first 
wThy  they  are  not  imported  direct  from  the  country  of  origin. 
The  chief  reason  is  the  extraordinarily  high  rate  of  freights  for 
goods  carried  from  England  (say  London  and  Liverpool)  to 
Jeddah  as  compared  with  the  extremely  low  freights  asked  for 
. the  carriage  of  the  same  goods  from  London  to  Bombay  and 
from  the  latter  port  to  Jeddah.  It  is,  in  fact,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  cheaper  to  take  goods  out  the  whole  way  to  Bombay  and 
bring  them  back  again  to  Jeddah  than  to  have  them  shipped 
direct  from  London  to  this  port.  The  word  “ direct  ” is  not 
correctly  used  in  this  connection,  because  very  few  goods  indeed 
are  imported  direct  from  England.  They  are  either  transhipped 
at  Port  Said  or  Suez  and  then  brought  on  here  in  one  of  the 
Khedivieh  mail  boats,  or,  more  usually,  taken  on  to  Aden,  tran- 
shipped there  into  a Khedivieh,  or,  occasionally,  a British 
steamer  coming  up  north,  and  so  brought  back  to  Jeddah.  The 
consequence  is  that  it  pays  better  to  import  such  essentially 
British  goods  as  cotton  goods  (of  various  kinds),  iron  (bars,  rods 
and  nails),  copper,  tin,  pewter,  window-glass,  &c.,  from  India 
than  from  England.  I am  informed  that  when  pilgrims  bound 
for  Mecca  are  plentiful  at  Bombay,  ridiculously  low  freights  are 
sometimes  accepted  by  shipowners  for  goods  which  are  wanted, 
if  for  no  other  purpose,  as  ballast.  It  should  also  be  remembered 
that  with  the  exception  of  cotton  goods,  the  demand  for  such 
articles  as  those  enumerated  above,  in  a country  like  Arabia,  is 
necessarily  very  limited,  and  consequently  little  or  no  discount 
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can  be  obtained  from  London  dealer?,  whereas  comparatively 
favourable  terms  are  obtainable  from  wholesale  firms  in  India. 

On  the  whole  the  import  trade  of  this  province  may  be  held 
to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition,  more  especially  when  we  take 
into  consideration  the  sparseness  of  its  population,  the  poverty  of 
the  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  and  their  rude  uncivilised  life 
with  its  simple  needs  and  consequent  ignorance  of  much  that  is 
considered  absolutely  necessary  for  comfort  in  other  and  more 
favoured  lands. 


Indian  Imports. 

Bice  is,  as  might  be  supposed,  the  principal  article  of  impor- 
tation from  India,  and  indeed,  in  point  of  value  it  represents 
considerably  more  than  one-third  of  the  total  value  of  the  whole 
Indian  import  trade.  In  this  article  there  has  been  a steady 
improvement  on  the  amount  imported  in  1892. 

Considerably  less  wheat,  flour,  and  maize  were  imported  into 
this  country  from  India  last  year  than  in  the  preceding  year,  the 
reason  being,  at  all  events  in  the  case  of  wheat  and  flour,  the 
very  high  prices  ruling  in  the  Bombay  market  for  those  articles 
during  that  period.  On  the  other  hand,  barley,  chickpeas,  and 
lentils  were  imported  last  year  from  India,  though  it  is  true  in 
small  quantities,  whereas  in  1892  there  was  no  such  importation 
from  that  country.  The  prices  of  the  best  Bombay  wheat  and 
flour  in  Jeddah  during  the  greater  part  of  last  year  were 
unusually  high,  wheat  being  sold  at  25s.  3 d.  the  quarter, 
while  the  average  price  of  the  best  flour  was  as  much  as  33s.  9 d. 
per  quarter.  Busrah  wheat  competes  with  that  coining  from 
Bombay,  and  owing  to  the  high  price  of  the  latter  article  last 
year  very  successfully,  although  Indian  wheat  is,  as  a rule,  a very 
superior  product  to  that  which  comes  from  Busrah.  It  should 
be  noted  that  Egyptian  chickpeas  and  lentils  are  much  superior 
to  those  which  are  imported  from  India.  Very  much  less  grain 
was  imported  last  year  from  Egypt  than  usual. 

This  class  of  goods,  which  after  rice  and  cereals  generally 
forms  one  of  the  chief  articles  of  importation  from  India,  shows  a 
slight  improvement  on  the  previous  year’s  return  in  the  matter 
of  value,  Though  in  quality  it  rather  falls  behind  the  total  as 
given  for  that  year.  Considerably  more  cotton  goods  are  im- 
ported into  this  country  from  India  than  from  England,  and  as 
might  be  supposed,  it  entirely  depends  on  the  nature  of  the 
article  imported  whether  it  is  sought  for  in  the  market  of  Bombay 
or  in  that  of  Manchester. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  chief  varieties  of  cotton  goods 
imported  from  India : — 

Long-cloth  (considerable  quantity),  unwashed,  is  dyed  here 
and  scld  to  the  Bedoweens  who  make  it  up  into  shirts. 

Long-cloth,  washed  (small  quantity). 

Mull  (a  good  deal). 

(1837) 


Eice. 


Cereals. 


Cotton  good 


4 


TURKEY. 


Sugar. 


Coffee. 

Tea. 

Pepper. 

Ganger. 

Timber. 


Long-cloth  (another  kind)  made  in  England  and  dyed  in 
Bombay. 

Garamsoot,  mixture  of  cotton  and  silk,  made  in  Surat  (con- 
siderable amount). 

Melayah  (whole  silk),  used  by  native  women  for  covering  the 
entire  figure  (not  very  much). 

Melayah  (another  kind),  large  admixture  of  cotton  (not  very 
much). 

Sharkiyah,  made  entirely  of  cotton,  and  dyed  in  red  and 
white  stripes  (considerable  quantity),  used  by  the  Bedoween  for 
their  turbans  and  kamarbands. 

Long-cloth  (another  kind)  resembles  chintz  in  appearance, 
much  used  by  the  Bedoween  as  a covering  for  a sleeping  couch. 

Dacca  cloth  (not  very  much)  and  silk  (from  China),  flowered 
as  well  as  plain. 

There  was  a steady  rise  in  the  amount  of  sugar  imported  last 
year  which,  though  shipped  at  Bombay,  is  a product  of  the  island 
of  Mauritius.  This  sugar  which  is  powdered  and  is  of  a yellowish 
hue  is,  of  course,  cheaper  than  that  which  is  imported  from 
Trieste,  Marseilles,  or  Egypt,  and  is  used  mostly  for  cooking 
purposes,  and  for  the  making  of  syrups  and  sweetmeats.  There 
is  also  a small  quantity  of  an  exactly  similar  kind  of  sugar  which 
is  imported  through  Bombay  from  China;  this  is  somewhat 
dearer  than  the  former. 

There  was  a very  considerable  falling-off  in  the  amount  of 
coffee  imported  from  India  last  year  as,  indeed,  in  that  imported 
from  the  Yemen.  Indian  coffee  is,  of  course,  cheaper  than  that 
which  comes  from  the  Yemen  (known  as  Mocha),  and  it  is 
needless  to  state,  much  inferior. 

In  the  tea  import  trade  too  there  was  some  slackness  last 
year.  Indian  tea  (as  a matter  of  fact  it  is  mostly  from  China  or 
Java)  is,  comparatively  speaking,  in  considerable  demand,  the 
Arabs  being  great  tea  drinkers. 

In  this  article  there  was  a very  considerable  improvement  last 
year ; in  fact  the  quantity  imported  was  more  than  double  that 
of  the  preceding  year.  I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the 
reason  of  this. 

The  quantity  of  ginger  imported  last  year  was  about  the 
average. 

There  was  a slight  improvement  in  this  article  which,  though 
classed  as  of  Indian  origin,  comes  in  reality  from  Java.  It  is 
imported  in  the  form  either  of  planks  or  beams,  and  is  used 
almost  exclusively  in  Jeddah  for  building  purposes.  The  wood 
is  known  here  as  Java  wood. 


European  Imports. 

As  mentioned  above,  this  heading  is  somewhat  of  a misnomer, 
because  in  reality,  with  the  exception  of  cotton  goods,  which  are 
imported  mostly  from  England,  tin-plates  which  have  the  same 
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origin,  white  deal  planks  which  are  imported  from  Trieste,  and 
sugar  which  comes  partly  from  Trieste  and  partly  from  Marseilles, 
these  goods  have  Turkey,  Persia,  and  Egypt  for  their  countries 
of  origin0 

Here,  as  with  the  Indian  imports,  grain  of  various  kinds  drain, 
occupies,  though  not  actually  the  place  of  honour,  which  is  taken 
up  by  cotton  goods,  at  all  events,  the  second  place  in  point  of 
importance  in  the  list. 

The  total  amount  of  grain  imported  last  year  from  Busrah, 
the  Yemen  and  Egypt  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  average 
of  recent  years.  Egypt  contributed  rather  less  than  her  usual 
share  perhaps,  the  deficit  being  made  up  by  Busrah  importations. 

Busrah  wheat  is  cheaper  than  the  Indian  product,  to  which  it  Wheat, 
is  also  distinctly  inferior ; but  last  year  the  difference  between 
the  average  prices  of  the  products  of  the  respective  countries  was 
not  so  great  as  usual. 

On  the  other  hand  Egyptian  chickpeas  and  lentils  are  much  Chickpeas 
superior  to  those  imported  from  India,  and  are  consequently  and  lenfclls* 
considerably  dearer. 

Beans  (broad)  are  imported  solely  from  Egypt.  Beans. 

There  was  a very  marked  improvement  last  year  in  the  total  Cotton  goods, 
value  of  this  class  of  imports,  in  fact,  it  was  more  than  double 
that  of  the  preceding  year.  This  may,  to  a certain  extent,  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  last  year  there  was  considerably 
more  than  double  the  usual  number  of  pilgrims  to  Mecca  and 
Medina,  and  it  will  easily  be  understood  that  the  more  the  pilgrims 
the  brisker  trade  is  generally.  These  goods  consist  mostly  of 
madapolams,  long-cloth,  and  white  shirtings. 

There  is  a yearly  increasing  importation  of  cotton  goods  from  Egyptian  and 
Egypt  and  Syria.  They  are  mostly  cheap  coloured  prints  made  Syrian  goods, 
up  by  the  native  women  so  as  to  form  various  parts  of  their  dress, 
while  a few  of  them  are  used  for  the  covering  of  divans, 
sofas,  &c. 

Carpets  and  rugs  are  imported  entirely  from  Persia,  the  Carpets, 
number  which  reached  Jeddah  last  year  being  rather  below  the 
average. 

Of  tombac,  or  the  tobacco  which  is  exclusively  smoked  in  Tombac, 
narghiles  (water  pipes),  there  was  last  year  such  an  enormously 
diminished  importation  as  compared  with  that  of  the  preceding 
year  that  one  would  be  inclined  at  first  to  suppose  that  there  is 
a mistake.  But  the  fact  is,  the  Regie,  or  Societe  de  Tombac  as  Societe  de 
it  is  more  properly  called,  was  only  regularly  established  in  this  Tombac, 
province  at  the  beginning  of  last  year  for  the  first  time,  and  the 
price  of  tombac  rose,  or  rather,  I should  say,  was  raised  at  once 
nearly  300  per  cent.  The  consequence  was  that  all  but  the 
well-to-do  gave  up,  at  all  events  for  a time,  smoking  tombac, 
many  finding  that  it  was  cheaper  to  smoke  coffee,  which  was 
actually  done  in  some  of  the  native  houses.  I should  also  say 
that  the  existing  stocks  of  tombac  as  found  by  the  inspector  of 
the  societe  when  taking  over  charge  were  so  large  that  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  make  fresh  importations.  Of  course,  a 
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great  deal  is  smuggled  in  spite  of  the  increased  activity  displayed 
by  the  coastguard  steamers  belonging  to  the  above-mentioned 
company,  which,  especially  on  the  Yemen  coast,  are  constantly 
on  the  look-out  for  the  contraband  traders.  These  enterprising 
persons  do  a very  brisk  business,  I am  informed,  by  landing  their 
cargoes  of  tobacco  in  Aden  and  then  bringing  them  up  overland 
into  the  Yemen,  and  so  finally  into  the  Hejaz.  There  are  three 
kinds  of  tombac,  viz. : kaiseroon  (which  is  grown  in  Persia), 
hummi  which  is  the  product  of  the  southern  districts  of  Hadhra- 
mont,  and  bedowi  which  is  grown  in  the  Yemen.  The  last  is 
very  inferior  and  is  only  smoked  by  the  very  poor. 

Tobacco,  in  its  simple  state  and  in  the  form  of  cigarettes, 
which  comes  entirely  from  Constantinople,  was  imported  in 
unusually  large  quantities  last  year,  and  here  again,  I have  no 
doubt,  the  most  abnormally  large  number  of  pilgrims  who  visited 
Jeddah  contributed  some  of  the  best  customers  for  the  tobacco 
dealers. 

There  was  a very  considerable  rise  in  the  importation  of  sugar 
which  comes  mostly  from  Trieste,  also  from  Marseilles  and 
Egypt. 

Coffee,  the  well-known  Mocha  ” (a  misnomer  now  for  that 
town  no  longer  exists)  from  Hodeidah,  in  the  Yemen,  was  rather 
less  in  amount  than  usual,  while  the  import  of  dates  from  JBusrah 
was  very  much  above  the  average. 

The  only  other  article  of  any  importance  is  petroleum,  of  which 
a most  unusually  large  importation  was  effected  last  year.  It  is 
entirely  of  American  origin,  the  Russian  article  obtaining  no  sale 
whatever  here.  An  attempt  was  made  a few  years  ago  to 
introduce  the  latter  into  this  country,  but  it  failed  partly  because 
it  wTas  found  to  be  much  inferior  in  quality  to  its  American  rival, 
and  partly  because  although  it  -was  a little  cheaper  than  the  latter, 
yet  the  difference  was  not  sufficiently  great  so  as  to  counterbalance 
the  most  distinctly  inferior  nature  of  the  article. 

It  should  be  remembered  also  that  petroleum  tank-steamers 
are  not  allowed  to  pass  through  the  Suez  Canal,  a restriction  which 
tends  greatly  to  handicap  Russian  petroleum,  which  is  generally 
exported  in  that  way,  although,  of  course,  a great  deal  is  put  up 
in  tins. 

Then  again,  as  a rule,  a whole  steamer  is  chartered  for  the 
transport  of  petroleum  alone  from  New  York,  which  if  it  be 
considered  that  not  Jeddah  only  but  Hodeidah  and  Aden  are 
supplied  by  the  same  vessel,  while  both  Suakin  and  Massowah 
draw  their  supplies  from  this  town,  becomes  perfectly  intelligible. 


Exports, 

Exports  The  total  value  of  last  year’s  export  trade  was  less  than 

becoming  22,000/.,  and  I fear  that  in  the  future  it  is  likely  to  be  still  less. 

and^less688  Eight  years  ago  the  total  value  of  the  mother-of-pearl  shells 

Mother-of-  exported  from  Jeddah  was  as  much  as  42,000/.;  last  year  it  was. 

pearl. 
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only  5,250 /.  Gum  of  the  total  value  of  19,000/.  was  exported  aum. 
from  this  province  in  the  course  of  that  year,  1886,  whereas  last 
year  this  once  important  product  ot  Arabia  was  exported  to  the 
extent  of  2,350/.  worth  only. 

Skins  and  hides  alone  are  still  exported  as  much  as  ever,  and.  Skins  and 
indeed,  they  contribute  more  than  half  of  the  whole  export  trade. llldes- 
It  may,  perhaps,  be  admitted  that  last  year  was  an  exceptionally 
good  year  for  those  who  deal  in  this  class  of  goods,  owing  to  the 
extraordinary  number  of  pilgrims.  It  will  be  understood  that 
the  more  numerous  the  pilgrims,  the  more  numerous  the  sacrificial 
victims  slain  in  the  valley  of  Muna,  and,  consequently,  the 
greater  the  number  of  skins  and  hides  available  for  exportation. 

Mother-of-pearl,  which  at  one  time  was  the  principal  article  Mother-of- 
of  exportation  here,  has  not  only  ceased  long  since  to  occupy  Pearl* 
that  position,  but  threatens  to  disappear  gradually  from  the  list 
of  exports.  Last  year,  I am  informed  on  good  authority,  the 
Bedoween  actually  brought  none  in  for  sale.  Traders  had  to  go 
and  seek  them  out,  and  buy  such  as  was  to  be  had  in  exchange 
for  cottons,  &c.  As  explained  in  my  report  for  the  year  1892,  Heavy 
the  Turkish  Government  has  only  itself  to  thank  for  the  dis-  import  duty, 
appearance  of  this  article  of  exportation  from  the  Jeddah  market. 

If  the  same  article  be  subjected  to  an  8 per  cent,  import  duty 
here,  and  to  a duty  of  1 per  cent,  only  in  the  ports  of  Suakin, 

Massowah,  and  Aden,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  what  will 
happen.  In  all  probability  it  will  soon  disappear  altogether  from 
the  markets  of  the  Hejaz. 

The  exportation  of  gum  is  also  diminishing  every  year.  Gum. 
Jeddah  gum  is  of  a good  quality  though  not  equal  to  that  of 
Kordofan,  which  is  nearly  white  and  more  friable  than  that  which 
is  found  in  this  district.  But  it  is  not  so  much  any  defect  in 
quality  that  is  the  cause  of  the  yearly  diminishing  exportation  of 
this  article  ; it  is  the  tremendous  falling-off  of  late  years  in  the 
demand  for  gum  arabic.  I am  informed  that  the  chief  reason  of 
this  is  that,  in  most  respects,  an  admirable  substitute  for  gum 
arabic  has  recently  been  found  in  Madagascar  and  in  some  parts 
of  North  America  which  is  infinitely  cheaper.  In  point  of 
adhesiveness  the  newly-found  gum  is  quite  equal  to  that  which 
comes  from  this  country,  though  it  is  far  from  being  so  pure. 

In  this  latter  respect  gum  arabic  is  without  a rival,  and  on  that  In  the  future 
account  will  always  be  sought  for  by  chemists  and  others  to  Ajl1  £sed 
whom  this  qualification  is  a sine  qua  non;  but,  naturally,  theirs  chem^ts^ 
is  only  a very  small  demand  compared  with  that  which  formerly 
existed  in  commercial  circles. 


Shipping. 

Last  year’s  shipping  returns  are  decidedly  satisfactory,  showing 
as  they  do  a very  considerable  advance  on  those  of  recent  years, 
while  British  shipping  in  particular  doe3  not  exhibit  the  slightest  British 
tendency  to  recede  from  the  position  of  undisputed  pre-eminence  V65sels‘ 
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which  it  has  always  occupied.  Speaking  roughly,  the  Red  Sea 
carrying  trade  is  effected  in  British  and  Egyptian  bottoms, 
because,  although  the  Dutch  flag  figures  most  conspicuously  in 
the  table,  yet  the  amount  of  goods  actually  brought  to  Jeddah 
in  Dutch  bottoms  is  extremely  small.  Indeed,  were  it  not  for 
the  fact  that  many  of  Mr.  Alfred  Holt’s  steamers,  which  frequent 
this  port  and  land  a certain  quantity  of  Manchester  goods,  carry 
Dutch  colours,  the  importations  into  Jeddah  under  this  flag  might 
almost  be  considered  insignificant.  The  Dutch  steamers  which 
figure  in  the  return  belong  to  three  companies:  the  Stoomvaart 
Maatschappij  “ Nederland,”  the  Stoomvaart  Maatschappij 
(C  Oceaan,”  of  Amsterdam,  and  the  Rotterdamsche  Lloyd,  of 
Rotterdam ; but  although  in  point  of  tonnage,  as  mentioned 
above,  they  rank  next  to  British  vessels,  they  are  by  no  means 
serious  rivals  for  the  latter  in  the  general  cargo-carrying  trade, 
seeing  that  the  great  majority  of  them  are,  in  so  far  as  Jeddah 
is  concerned,  engaged  in  the  pilgrim  trade  only. 

The  Egyptian  steamers,  which,  taken  numerically,  stand 
second  on  the  shipping  list,  belong  to  the  Khedivieh  Company, 
of  which  the  main  branch  has  secured  for  its  vessels  such  an 
excellent  position  in  the  Eastern  Levant  carrying  and  passenger 
trade.  These  Red  Sea  (e  Khedivieh  ” boats  bring  the  fortnightly 
mails  from  Suez,  to  which  port  they  return  after  touching  at 
Suakin,  Trinkitat,  Massowah,  Hodeidah,  and  Aden,  the  same 
ports  being  visited  in  inverse  order  on  their  way  back.  These 
boats  are,  many  of  them,  very  old,  and  sadly  want  replacing. 
At  the  same  time  it  is  only  just  to  mention  the  undoubted  fact 
that  as  regards  casualties  their  record  is  remarkably  good. 

The  Turkish  steamers  figuring  in  the  list  belong  mostly  to 
the  u Idare’-i-Makhsouss6  ” Company,  of  Constantinople,  and 
are  more  especially  engaged  in  carrying  pilgrims  and  troops. 
The  French  steamers  which  frequent  this  port  are  exclusively 
engaged  in  the  pilgrim  traffic,  and  so  are  never  seen  in  these 
waters  except  during  the  pilgrimage  season.  The  four  Austrian 
vessels  which  entered  and  cleared  from  here  during  the  year 
belong  to  the  Austrian  Lloyd  Company,  whose  steamers  have 
begun  to  make  a more  frequent  appearance  here  than  has  been 
the  case  in  recent  years. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  I repeat  the  position  occupied  here 
by  British  shipping  is  very  satisfactory. 

Last  year’s  pilgrim  season  was  in  every  respect  the  most 
remarkable  that  has  ever  been  witnessed  in  this  country.  Owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  principal  day  of  the  Haj  (the  9 th  Yilhidje) 
fell  on  a Friday  it  was  confidently  anticipated  that  the  number  of 
pilgrims  would  be  very  much  in  excess  of  the  average,  but  the 
reality  outstripped  even  the  most  sanguine  predictions.  The 
number  of  pilgrims  landed  at  Jeddah  and  Yambo  last  year  was 
92,625,  i.e.,  about  double  the  average  number,  and  if  the  whole 
number  of  pilgrims  be  calculated  it  was  certainly  not  less  than 
250,000,  while  it  has  been  put  as  high  as  300,000  by  persons 
well  qualified  to  form  a correct  opinion. 

The  list  is  headed  by  British  Indians,  nearly  15,000  persons, 
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these  numbers  being,  however,  nearly  equalled  by  North  Africans 
(Moors,  Algerians,  Tunisians,  and  Tripolitans),  Javanese  (Dutch 
East  Indians),  and  Egyptians,  while  the  pilgrims  of  various  other 
nationalities  showed  in  every  case  a very  considerable  increase 
on  the  usual  numbers. 

As  might  have  been  expected  cholera  broke  out  at  Mecca  long 
before  the  usual  time  of  its  appearance,  owing  to  the  presence  of 
such  vast  numbers  of  human  beings  crowded  together  into  the 
narrow  Mecca  valley,  the  weather  at  the  same  time  being  more 
than  ordinarily  sultry.  The  epidemic  raged  furiously  so  long  as 
the  pilgrims  remained  at  Mecca,  the  daily  number  of  deaths 
being  at  one  time,  even  according  to  the  official  return,  1,000, 
and,  subsequently,  when  the  pilgrims  came  down  to  Jeddah  in 
order  to  embark  for  their  various  destinations,  the  disease  broke 
out  here,  and  was  soon  carrying  off  its  victims  at  the  rate  of 
500  to  600  a day.  The  total  mortality  amongst  the  pilgrims  who 
went  to  the  holy  places  by  sea  was,  even  according  to  the  official 
returns,  which  are  certainly  below  the  mark,  9,577,  while 
amongst  those  who  went  to  Mecca  by  land  the  death-rate  was 
even  greater,  and  has  been  put  as  high  as  15,000.  It  will  easily 
be  understood,  therefore,  that  not  only  was  last  year’s  Haj 
memorable  for  the  extraordinary  number  of  those  who  took  part 
in  its  ceremonies,  but  the  ravages  made  in  their  ranks  by  cholera 
were  also  far  beyond  any  previous  record.  Indeed,  to  a great 
extent  this  may  be  considered  as  a case  of  the  ordinary  sequence 
of  cause  and  effect,  although  undoubtedly  the  fact  that  the 
simoon  (or  desert  wind)  was  blowing  -steadily  and  unintermittently 
for  11  days  during  the  latter  end  of  May,  while  the  heat  during 
the  first  10  days  in  June  was  unusually  intense,  contributed  not 
a little  to  the  development  of  .conditions  under  which  the  rapid 
spread  of  the  disease  was  inevitable. 

As  regards  the  nationality  of  the  vessels  employed  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  pilgrims  to  and  from  Jeddah  and  Yambo,  about 
45  per  cent,  of  them  were  under  British  colours,  Egyptian  and 
Turkish  steamers  coming  next  on  the  list,  while  the  French 
vessels  secured  most  of  the  pilgrims  bound  for  the  North  African 
ports. 

With  the  exception  of  a narrow  belt  of  country  in  the  Agriculture, 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  Taif,  a small  town  situated  in  the 
hill  country,  about  140  miles  to  the  east  of  Jeddah  beyond  the 
Kora  Kharrah  range  of  mountains,  where  a certain  amount  of 
wheat,  barley,  lentils,  and  chickpeas  are  cultivated  with  some 
success,  but  only  in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  the  needs  of 
the  immediately  surrounding  population.  With  the  exception,  I 
say,  of  this  single  fertile  spot  the  Ilejaz  is  absolutely  barren,  and 
produces  nothing  but  dates,  and  here  and  there  a few  bananas. 

Nothing  in  the  way  of  public  works  was  done  here  last  year.  Public  works. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Jeddah  from  India 
during  the  Year  1893. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

Rice  . . . . 

Quarters 

, # 

VI, 450 

133,370 

Wheat  flour 

yy 

12,250 

22,550 

Wheat  . . 

yy 

9,356 

12,480 

M aize  . . . . 

2,486 

2,578 

Chickpeas 

yy 

444 

580 

Lentils  ..  . . 

yy 

215 

280 

Barley  . . 

yy 

470 

370 

Cotton  goods  . . 

Bales 

920 

12,232 

Cases 

# # 

620 

14.222 

Bundles 

.. 

460 

43,445 

Powdered  sugar 

Cwts. 

* * 

12,000 

11,066 

Coffee  . . 

yy 

..  | 

1,130 

5,133 

Tea  • • • • 

yy 

. . 1 

800 

6,150 

Ginger  . . 

yy 

660 

6,272 

Pepper 

yy 

2,200 

5,500 

Sesame  . , 

yy 

4,500 

2,410 

Cardamum  . . 

yy 

185 

1,280 

Other  groceries 

5,600 

Silk 

Cases 

’*28 

500 

Timber  (planks  and  beams) 

Number 

181,600 

11,000 

Iron  and  nails  . . 

Tons 

225 

2,900 

Copper  . . 

Cwts. 

650 

2,925 

Tin 

Cases 

1,012 

787 

Pewter  . . 

Cwts. 

150 

990 

Perfumes  . . 

75 

1,670  . 

Aloe-wood 

sJ 

27 

1,650 

Indigo  . . 

» 

120 

1,065 

Hemp,  ropes,  &c. 

yy 

2,170 

1,925 

Window  glass  .. 

Cases 

370 

330 

Cocoanuts 

Number 

40,000 

130 

Sesame-oil 

Cwts. 

1,140 

1,520 

Various  . . 

••  ' 

7,500 

Total  ,c 

•• 

•* 

•• 

320,410 

JEDDAH 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Jeddah  during  the 

Year  1893. 


Articles. 

Countries  Whence 
Imported. 

Q/uantity. 

V alue. 

Wheat 

Busrah  and  Egypt 

Quarters 

32,750 

£ 

22,475 

Barley 

. . 

9,560 

1,060 

7,550 

Beans 

Egypt  

1,455 

Chickpeas 

j,  • • • • • • 

„ 

160 

300 

Lentils 

,, 

)) 

190 

375 

Maize 

Busrah  . . 

„ 

3,900 

4,350 

Other  cereals 

Ye  nen  , . 

. . 

, , 

11,650 

French  beans 

Trieste  and  Constanti- 
nople . . 

650 

Cotton  goods 

England 

Bales 

397 

37,715 

• • 

Cases 

109 

6,000 

jj 

Syria  and  Egypt 

Bundles. . 

495 

17,500 

Carpets 

Persia  . . 

Bales 

350 

23,300 

Rugs 

))  * * * * * * 

55  • • 

175 

7,425 

Tombac  keiseroun 

„ • • » « 

Cwts. 

950 

3,800 

Cigarettes  and 

tobacco  . . 

Turkey  . . 

• * 

2,500 

37,500 

Sugar 

Marseilles,  Trieste,  and 
Egypt 

» • • 

19,298 

23,275 

Powdered  sugar  . . 

Trieste  ..  .. 

>>  • • 

6,500  ! 

2,745 

Coffee 

Yemen  . . 

))  * * 

2,500 

12,500 

Dates  . . . , 

Busrah  . . 

55 

36,200  1 

11,605 

White  deal  planks 

Trieste  . . 

Planks  . . 

7,600 

950 

Soap  . . » . 

Syria 

Cwts. 

4,200 

5,450 

Petroleum, , 

North  America 

Cases 

60,000 

12,000 

Ghee 

Busrah  and  Yemen  . . 

Cwts. 

1,500 

4,535 

Incense 

Hadramout 

„ 

440 

335 

Mahlep 

Turkey  . „ 

750 

1,335 

Cotton 

Yemen  . . 

55  * * 

576 

300 

Tin-plates.. 

England 

Cases 

675 

525 

Y arious  . . 

H • • • • 

•• 

6,000 

Total . . 

.. 

•• 

•• 

263,600 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Jeddah  during 
the  Years  1893. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Whither  Exported. 

Goat-skins  . . 

Number. . 

37,000 

£ 

2,400 

America  and  England 

Sheep-skins  . . 

» • * 

135,000 

8,750 

„ ,, 

Ox-hides 

1,500 

170 

Henna 

Lbs. 

80,000 

1,000 

Turkey 

Senna. . 

» 

34,000 

500 

England 

>> 

Gum  arabic  . . 

Cwts. 

2,620 

2,350 

Tortoise-shell 

Lbs. 

400 

200 

)) 

Mother  - of  - pearl 
shells 

Cwts. 

2,000 

5,250 

America  and  England 

Iloney  . . 

))  • • 

60 

150 

India 

Wax  . . 

>)  * * 

60 

300 

5? 

Persia  and  India 

Lavender 

1,500 

500 

A'monds 

» • • 

500 

400 

India 

Total 

•• 

•• 

21,970 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Jeddah  during  the  Year 

1893. 


Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

138  1 

186,163 

138 

186,163 

Turkish  

”*3 

2,004 

54 

34,096 

57 

36,100 

Dutch  ! 

37 

60,973 

37 

60,973 

Egyptian  j 

62 

41,775  I 

62 

41,775 

French  

25 

24,980 

25 

24,980 

Austrian  

• •• 

4 

6,474 

4 

6,474 

Zanzibarian 

8 

1,784 

8 

1,784 

Total  

3 

2,004 

328 

356,245 

358,249 

Note. — All  the  above  ships  having  cleared  from  this  port,  it  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to 
make  out  a separate  return  under  that  heading. 


Return  of  all  Pilgrims  who  Landed  at  Jeddah  and  Yemho  during 
the  Haj  Season  of  1893. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Pilgrims. 

British  Indians  . . . . . . . . I 

14,772 

Egyptians 

13,361 

Moors,  Algerians,  &c.  . . . . . . 

14,441 

Javanese  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

13,856 

Turks  and  Syrians  . . . . . . . . 

8,427 

Arabs  . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2,162 

Persians 

1,757 

Yemenese  . . . . . . . . 

6,410 

Soudanese  . . 

277 

Bokharians 

4,692 

Pilgrims  who  landed  at  Yembo  . . . . 

10,018 

„ arrived  by  coasters,  nationality 

unknown  . . . . . . 

2,452 

Total  . . . . . . 

92,625 

Hodeidah. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Tameezuddeen  Ahmed  reports  as  follows  : — 


Shipping  and  Navigation . 

153  steamers  entered  and  cleared  the  port  of  Hodeidah  in 
1893.  Within  the  above-mentioned  period  88  British  steamers, 
tonnage  29,519;  35  Egyptian  steamers,  tonnage  23,304;  27 
Turkish  steamers,  tonnage  17,534;  and  1 Austrian  steamer, 
tonnage  1,286,  brought  and  carried  cargo  to  and  from  Hodeidah. 


JEDDAH. 
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During  the  year  under  report  six  British  steamers  came  here 
from  different  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland ; and  one  British  steamer,  with  petroleum,  arrived 
from  New  York.  Turkish  steamers  mostly  brought  soldiers  from 
Constantinople,  and  took  away  from  this  place  soldiers  who  had 
about  2 years  of  active  service  in  the  interior  of  Yemen,  where, 
even  now,  things  are  not  in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 

Egyptian  steamers  starting  from  Suez,  touching  Jeddah,  Suakin, 

Trinkitat,  and  Massawa  on  their  way  to  Hodeidah,  went  back  to 
Suez  with  cargo  and  passengers.  These  steamers  generally 
arrived  here  once  in  every  fortnight.  But  in  1893,  owing  to 
Hodeidah  remaining  in  quarantine  from  June  till  October,  1893, 
they  did  not  touch  Hodeidah  during  that  time.  As  before, 

British  steamers  belonging  to  the  Bombay  and  Persian  Gulf 
Company,  Haji  Kasim,  Messrs.  Cawasjee  Dinshaw,  and  Brothers, 
of  Aden,  and  the  Perim  Coal  Company's  steamers  <f  Myun  ” and 
" Hornet,”  chartered  by  the  Tobacco  Monopoly  Company  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire,  visited  this  place  in  the  course  of  the  year 
1893.  One  Austrian  steamer  touched  this  port  in  the  year  under 
review. 

I received  the  following  return  of  exports  and  imports  for  ExPorts  and 
3:893  from  the  Turkish  custom-house  authorities  of  Hodeidah  : — imP0lt'- 


Expoets. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Approximate 

Yalue. 

Hides  and  skins 
Coffee  for  Europe  and 
America  . . . . . . 

Coffee  for  Egypt 
Sundries 

Bales . . , . 

Bags  . . 
Packages 

7,181 

24.000 

25.000 
48,500 

£ 

94,933 

160,000 

166,666 

330,000 

Total 

•• 

•• 

751,599 

Imposts. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Approximate 

Yalue. 

Provisions,  &c.  . . . . . . 

Piece-goods  from  India 

Packages  . . 

150,000 

£ 

300,000 

Bales . . 

25,000 

100,000 

„ America  , . 

» • • • • 

500 

4,666 

Petroleum 

Cases . . 

123,987 

33,063 

Silk  and  silver  . . . . 

Packages 

1,000 

20,000 

Sundries  ..  .. 

J)  • * 

35,181 

234,540 

Total 

.. 

692,269 

i 


From  Hodeidah  and  the  interior  of  Yemen,  with  the  exception  Exports : 
of  a kind  of  roughly-made  stuff  used  by  the  Arabs  for  wear,  and  Manufactured 

D J J goods. 
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Pearl,  &c. 


Coffee. 


Hides  and 
skins. 


Rock  salt. 


Imports  : 
Provisions. 


Cotton  and 
piece-goods, 
&e. 


a sort  of  printed  cloth,  very  few  manufactured  goods  find  their 
way  to  other  countries. 

Pearls,  mostly  contraband,  owing  to  high  duty  levied  by  the 
Turkish  Government,  and  in  many  instances  owing  to  their  con- 
fiscation by  Turkish  officials  for  their  own  use ; senna  and  myrrh 
for  medicinal  purposes ; sharks’  fins,  tortoise  shells,  and  mother- 
of-pearl  are  exported  to  India,  and  are  sometimes  transhipped 
from  Aden  to  Europe. 

During  the  year  under  report  less  coffee  than  before  was  sent 
to  Europe  and  other  places,  because  (1)  in.  the  year  1892  very 
large  quantities  of  it  were  taken  to  the  above-mentioned  places, 
where  market  was  already  full ; consequently  the  agents  of  the 
American  firms  here  were  instructed  not  to  buy  much  of  the 
article,  unless  very  cheap  ; (2)  there  was  not  much  rain  in  the 
year  1893  in  the  hills  and  the  cultivated  parts  of  Arabia,  where 
in  former  years  plenty  of  rain  fell,  and  the  people  had  a good 
harvest ; hence  a smaller  quantity  of  coffee  arrived  from  the 
interior,  and  coffee  sellers  here  demanded  a high  price ; (3)  the 
silver  question  in  America  and  in  Europe  made  the  coffee  market 
of  this  place  very  dull. 

Although  the  export  of  hides  and  skins  was  about  the  same 
as  the  year  before,  yet,  owing  to  the  shaky  condition  of  many 
American  firms,  whose  agents  were  the  largest  buyers  of  the 
stuffs  here,  and  owing  to  the  rivalry  of  certain  two  firms  here, 
the  price  of  hides  and  skins  rose  very  high  for  some  months ; 
consequently  the  demand  afterwards  was  not  as  much  as  was 
expected. 

Rock  salt,  which  abounds  in  Salif,  is  shipped  annually  in 
large  quantities  to  India.  In  1893,  6,580  tons  of  it,  worth  about 
2,166/.,  were  taken  to  India.  In  the  above-mentioned  year  only 
two  ships  carried  rock  salt  to  Calcutta,  whilst  in  the  year  1892 
three  ships  were  employed  for  the  same  purpose.  In  June  last  I 
again  visited  Salif,  where  the  pier  has  been  built  of  stones,  and 
trucks  loaded  with  salt  run  on  rails,  nowadays,  from  the  salt 
works  to  the  pier. 

Of  the  articles  of  import,  provisions  are  principally  brought 
from  India  by  the  British-Indian  merchants  of  Hodeidah,  and  a 
small  quantity  is  sometimes  imported  from  Europe.  Nowadays, 
besides  the  demand  of  provisions  for  general  consumption  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Yemen,  large  quantities  of  sugar  and  flour  are 
required  for  the  supply  of  over  15,000  Turkish  soldiers,  who  are 
in  a way  permanently  stationed  in  different  parts  of  the  province. 

Sugar  is  usually  brought  from  Mauritius,  and  sometimes  from 
India  ; but  the  Mauritius  sugar  is  preferred. 

Cotton,  piece-goods,  and  sheetings  come  from  America,  India, 
and  sometimes,  through  British-Indian  merchants,  from  Great 
Britain.  I dare  say  if  samples,  with  quotation  of  prices,  were 
sent  from  Manchester  and  other  places  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
more  demand  in  this  tissue  would  be  made  in  future  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Arabia,  especially  because,  in  the  latter  part  of 
1893,  one  of  the  largest  American  firms,  which  used  to  import 
largely  the  above-mentioned  articles  here,  has  failed. 
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Petroleum  in  large  quantities  is  brought  from  America.  In  Petroleum. 
1893,  41,000  cases  of  it  came  from  Batoum.  Although  the 
American  oil  is  dearer,  yet  the  people  would  rather  have  that 
than  the  other,  which  smokes  much  and  gives  less  brilliant  light. 

Hardware,  metal,  timber,  and  paper  are  imported  from  Austria  Hardware, 
into  this  place  by  the  Italians  and  the  Greeks.  British  Indian  timber,  meia1, 
merchants  bring  timber  and  metal  from  India  and  other  parts  of  an  PaPer- 
the  East.  In  December  last  I saw  lots  of  iron  tubes  and  other 
materials  for  telegraphic  wire  of  British  manufacture,  which 
have  been  bought  by  the  Turkish  Telegraph  Department  for  use 
in  Yemen. 

Dates,  which  are  the  staple  food  in  some  parts  of  the  interior  Hates, 
of  Yemen,  are  supplied  here  through  the  Persians  and  the 
Indians  from  Busra  and  places  near  the  Persian  Gulf. 

Persia  sends  carpet*,  to  Hodeidah.  Carpet?. 

Since  the  year  1892  a company,  which  I have  referred  to  Societe  de 
before  as  the  Tobacco  Monopoly  Company  of  the  Ottoman  Tombac. 
Empire,  and  which  goes  here  under  the  name  of  Societe  de 
Tombac,  has  taken  from  the  Government  of  Turkey  the  monopoly 
of  all  kinds  of  tobacco  which  are  used  in  the  Yemen ; conse- 
quently other  merchants  here  have  been  debarred  from  carrying 
on  any  trade  in  that  line.  From  September  last  two  British 
steamers  belonging  to  the  Perim  Coal  Company  were  chartered 
by  the  above-mentioned  company,  and  employed  for  coastguard 
duty.  Many  overseers  and  inspectors,  with  men  under  them, 
were  sent  into  the  interior  to  prevent  the  importation  into  the 
country  of  contraband  tobacco  ; but  the  results  of  the  operation 
have  not  been  very  satisfactory.  Now  one  steamer  belonging  to 
the  above-named  company,  especially  made  and  fitted  in  Scotland 
with  an  electric  search-light  and  other  things  for  coastguard  duty, 
has  arrived  here.  Later  on  two  or  three  more  will  come. 

I have  given  below  a very  rough  idea  of  the  quantity, 
approximate  value,  and  kind  of  tobacco  which  has  been  imported 
here  by  the  above  company  during  the  year  1893  : — 


Tobacco  Impost. 


Description. 

Quantity. 

| Approximate 
Value. 

Hamoomi 

. . Bales  . . 

4,000 

£ 

53,333 

Surati 

. . Cases . . 

1,000 

26,666 

Cigarette  tobacco 

600 

15,000 

Total 

, 1 

94,999 

The  province  of  Yemen,  in  Arabia,  is  very  fertile.  By  the  Agriculture : 
ancient  geographers  it  was  called  “ Arabia  Felix/’  i.e.,  “ Happy  Soil- 
Arabia/*  because,  leaving  a strip  of  country  of  about  20  miles  in 
breadth  all  along  the  Bed  Sea,  its  other  parts  have  got  arable  soil. 

(1837) 
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Crops. 


Vegetable 

products. 


Animals. 


Minerals. 


Population. 


Small  rivers  coming  from  the  adjacent  parts  and  hills  that  inter- 
sect the  country  in  various  directions,  increase  the  productiveness 
of  the  land. 

There  are  in  the  interior  everywhere  two  crops,  and  in  some 
places  three  crops  in  every  year.  During  the  months  of  June, 
July,  and  August,  plenty  of  rain  falls  in  the  interior.  Sometimes 
in  winter  months,  i.e.,  November,  December,  and  January,  there 
are  rains  in  those  places. 

There  was  very  little  rain  in  the  year  1893,  consequently  there 
was  less  supply  of  coffee  in  Hodeidah  for  exportation.  Except 
the  Bedouins  of  the  places  bordering  on  the  desert  part  of  Arabia, 
and  those  that  live  in  the  desert,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Yemen  on 
account  of  the  richness  of  the  soil  of  their  country  grow,  besides 
coffee,  corn,  lentils,  vines,  fruits  of  many  kinds,  maize,  joari,  brindis, 
and  sweet  potatoes.  Cabbages,  cauliflowers,  carrots,  and  turnips 
are  cultivated  in  the  cool  parts  of  the  province-like  places  round 
about  Sana,  where  the  temperature  in  winter  times  varies  from 
60*8°  Fahr.  to  68°  Fahr. 

Among  the  domestic  animals,  donkeys,  camels,  and  sheep  are 
found.  Except  deer  and  gazelle  there  are  very  few  wild  animals 
in  Yemen.  Proverbially  fleet  Arabian  horses  are  brought  here 
from  other  parts  of  Arabia. 

Many  places  in  the  interior  of  Yemen  are  said  to  contain 
petroleum,  coal,  iron,  and  silver,  and  in  some  places  gold  is  found. 
But  owing  to  the  unnecessarily  suspicious  nature  of  the  Turks, 
difficulties  have  been  putin  the  way  of  others  obtaining  permission 
to  work  out  the  products,  or  even  visiting  the  places.  I have 
already  made  mention  of  rock  salt. 

The  population  of  Yemen  numbers  about  3,000,000,  and  that 
ot‘  Hcdeidah  about  50,000.  Here  in  Turkish  Arabia,  at  least  in 
the  Yemen,  there  is  no  such  custom  among  the  Turkish  officials 
as  we  have  got  in  India,  where  inspecting  officers  in  every  district, 
annually,  go  out  on  tour  not  only  to  collect  revenue,  but  also  to 
make  statistical  inspections  and  thorough  investigation  into  matters 
concerning  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  country.  On  the 
other  hand,  I found  here  that  the  Governors  and  other  high 
officials  went  out  into  the  district  for  money-collecting  purpose 
only.  Therefore  there  is  no  source  for  obtaining  reliable  informa- 
tion as  regards  vital  statistics,  &c.,  of  the  country.  I have  been 
informed  that  sometimes  the  Governors,  on  their  transfer  or  dis- 
missal, used  to  take  away  books  of  report,  &c.,  along  with  them. 

In  my  last  year’s  report  I gave  a general  description  of  the 
moral  and  intellectual  condition  of  the  Arabs  of  the  present  day. 
Although  the  Arabs  are  still  divided  into  tribes  or  kafelas,  some- 
what like  the  clans  in  Scotland,  yet  the  unity  amongst  the  clans- 
men is  nowadays  not  much  ; hence  the  Turks  have  been  able  to 
get  a sort  of  permanent  footing  in  this  country.  The  Arabs  of 
pure  breed  here  are  generally  of  lighter  colour,  thinner,  more 
active  and  hard  working  than  the  mixed  race  which  is  found  in 
seaport  towns.  The  Bedouins  who  came  here  for  trading  purpose 
are  mostly  of  brown  colour,  very  wiry,  with  brilliant  eyes,  long 
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early  hair  and  beard.  The  Bedouins  bring  coffee  on  camels,  and 
take  away  in  return  petroleum  and  dates,  the  latter  forming  the 
principal  part  of  their  food.  If  they  have  any  altercation  with 
any  British  Indian  subject  here,  these  men,  instead  of  going  to  the 
Turkish  Government  to  obtain  justice  (which  is  the  custom 
amongst  the  Arab  inhabitants  of  Hodeidah),  come  to  the  British 
Consular  Court,  the  decision  of  which  seems  to  them  satisfactory 
and  prompt.  Their  cast  of  features  is  more  of  Caucasian  than  of 
Semitic  type. 

The  Yemen  being  the  most  fertile  part  of  Arabia,  the  Hadisi  Industry:^ 
Arabs  of  the  country,  i.e.,  the  Arabs  that  have  settled  themselves  Agllcu  nre‘ 
in  villages,  are  an  agricultural  people.  In  towns  bordering  on  the  Trade, 
sea  the  inhabitants  build  boats,  i.e.,  sambooks  and  buggalows, 
carry  on  trade,  and  engage  in  commercial  enterprises  in  the  Bed 
Sea  and  the  Persian  Gulf.  They  go  sometimes  as  far  as  India. 
Manufacture  is  limited  to  the  printing  of  a kind  of  cloth,  and  the  Manufacture, 
dyeing  and  weaving  of  another  sort  of  cloth. 


Public  Works . 

There  are  no  railroads  in  the  province  of  Yemen.  Although  Kailroads,  &c. 
the  Turks  know  that  Hodeidah  is  growing  in  commercial  and 
political  importance,  yet,  probably  owing  to  the  financial  difficulties 
of  their  Government,  not  even  one  ordinary  good  road  has 
been  made  from  this  place  to  Aden  or  to  Sana.  1 have  been  in- 
formed by  the  Turkish  Commander-in-Chief  of  Hodeidah  and  the 
Governor  that  in  2 years’  time  a good  substantial  road  for  traffic, 
as  well  as  for  the  transport  of  Turkish  troops  into  the  interior, 
will  be  constructed. 

Every  week  during  the  Haj  season  letters  go  to  and  come  Inland  post, 
from  Sana,  Loheya,  and  Camaran. 

The  Egyptian  steamers  used  to  carry  mails  from  Suez,  Jeddah,  Sea  Post* 
and  Massovvah  regularly  once  in  every  fortnight  until  June  last. 

From  October  last  they  have  begun  again  a regular  fortnightly 
service.  The  mails  from  India  and  England  via  Aden  arrive  here 
regularly  once  every  week  by  the  steamship  “ Woodcock,”  of 
Messrs.  Cowasji  Dinshaw  and  Brothers,  of  Aden. 

Transit  from  London  is  in  about  3 weeks  and  from  Bombay  Transit, 
in  about  10  days. 

Telegraphic  communications  at  present  exist  between  this  Telegraph, 
place  and  Sana,  Jeddah,  and  Aden,  via  Perim.  A line  is  in  con- 
struction between  Camaran  and  Hodeidah,  because  in  former 
years,  during  the  Haj  season,  many  pilgrim  steamers  used  to  be 
inconvenienced  for  want  of  speedy  transmission  of  messages  to 
and  from  Constantinople. 

General  Remarks . 

There  is  a sort  of  municipality  at  Hodeidah,  and  through  the  Municipality, 
exertions  of  Syed  Ahmed  Shirai  Pashi  its  chief  improvements  are 
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seen  in  every  way.  A nominal  tax  is  levied  from  the  inhabitants 
within  the  city  walls  for  conservancy. 

I again  repeat  my  regret  about  the  pier  of  Hodeidah  which  is 
in  a terribly  battered  condition.  I wrote  several  letters  to  the 
Governor-General  at  Sana  and  to  the  Governor  of  Hodeidah  at 
different  times  without  any  success.  I always  received  a promise 
that  it  would  be  built  anew  soon.  About  the  middle  ol  October 
last  a Turkish  inspecting  officer  of  high  rank  arrived  here  from 
Constantinople,  and  at  the  time  of  his  departure  showed  me  a 
sketch  of  a pier  which  he  thought  should  be  erected  at  Jabbana, 
a place  about  5 miles  distant  from  this  place  ; and  told  me  that 
tramway  car  communication  should  be  opened  between  Jabbana 
and  Hodeidah.  But  again,  I suppose,  financial  difficulty  is  the 
cause  of  this  delav.  . Although  pier  dues  are  levied  regularly  from 
the  merchants,  still  the  Hodeidah  pier  is  in  a wretched  state.  If 
a substantial  stone  pier  were  built  and  the  harbour  improved  by 
buoys  and  the  placing  of  lights  in  dangerous  and  shallow  places 
which  are  not  few  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hodeidah,  I am  con- 
fident that  British  trade  will  increase. 

In  1893  there  was  no  case  of  cholera  at  Hodeidah,  but  most 
likely  there  were  some  sporadic  cases  in  the  interior  as  this  port 
remained  in  quarantine  till  September  last.  The  plague  visited 
Loheya,  which  until  very  recently  was  in  quarantine.  At  present 
dengue  fever  is  prevalent  at.  Hodeidah,  but  no  loss  of  life  from 
this  has  yet  been  recorded.  In  my  last  report  I mentioned  a kind 
of  ulcer  resembling  “ oriental  sore  ” affecting  many  persons  in  this 
country.  In  1893  I came  across  many  cases  of  apparent  blindness 
which  is  probably  caused  by  the  sandy  soil  of  Hodeidah  and  by 
the  extremely  keen  rays  of  the  sun.  During  the  year  under 
report,  owing  to  scanty  rain,  very  few  persons  suffered  from  ague. 

Here  at  Hodeidah  the  south-west  wind  blows  very  strongly 
from  November  till  March,  and  then  the  direction  changes  to  the 
north-east.  If  there  is  a north-east  wind  in  winter  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  place  are  attacked  by  fever  (simple). 

The  following  are  the  approximate  proportionate  ratios  of 
import  trade  of  1893: — 


Description. 

Per  Cent. 

The  Indians  . . 

70 

Greeks 

. . 1 

12 

Italians 

8 

Americans 

6 

Arabs  and  others 
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SAN  FRANCISCO. 


General  Remarks. 

The  past  year  has  been  a severe  test  on  all  business.  An 
exceptional  dulness  in  every  branch  of  trade  has  prevailed. 
The  United  States  has  passed  through  a financial  cataclysm,  and 
California  generally  has  come  out  as  well  as  any  State  in  the 
Union.  Home  production  has  diminished,  and  foreign  exports 
have  declined.  The  first  half  of  the  year  was  marked  by  a 
great  drain  of  gold  from  this  country,  and  the  latter  half  by 
repeated  failures  of  banks  and  other  institutions. 

Failures  of  commercial  firms  and  manufacturers  were  filling 
the  columns  of  the  daily  press.  These  failures  threw  hundreds 
of  men  out  of  employment,  and  added  to  the  general  feeling  of 
uneasiness  prevalent  before  the  close  of  the  year.  The  repeal  of 
the  Sherman  Bill  caused  the  shutting  down  of  what  silver  mines 
were  running,  and  consequent  paralysation  of  business  dependent 
on  these  mines  and  their  employes.  The  banks  refused  to  lend 
money  to  orchardists  in  order  to  enable  them  to  pay  the  labour 
necessary  for  the  harvesting  of  their  crops,  and  money  generally 
was  very  u tight.”  The  imports  to  San  Francisco  have  been  the 
smallest  for  3 years,  and  the  exports,  adding  those  goods  which 
went  to  the  Eastern  States  by  rail,  have  but  kept  pace  with  the 
imports.  Freight  rates  have  been  reduced  all  round,  and  by  the 
continuation  of  the  North  American  Navigation  Company’s 
Steamship  Line,  started  in  1892,  which  issued  through  bills  of 
lading  to  New  York  and  other  eastern  points  in  opposition  to  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  which  has  had  the  monopoly 
for  several  years  past,  a saving  has  been  made  to  merchants  in  this 
city  of  several  thousands  of  dollars. 

Freights  round  the  Horn  from  Great  Britain  and  Europe 
have  been  very  small  oil  the  import,  and,  barring  a fictitious 
fluctuation  for  3 months  of  the  year  owing  to  the  large  exporta- 
tion of  barley,  have  been  small  on  the  export. 

Overland  freights  have  been  reduced  from  10  per  cent,  to  50 
per  cent,  by  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  Company’s  lines,  and 
the  competition  of  the  Oregon  Pacific  has  opened  up  to  San 
Francisco  the  trade  of  the  northern  towns.  The  year  closes  with 
large  stocks  of  wheat  and  merchandise  on  hand,  and  with  fair 
prospects  of  an  average  cereal  crop  for  the  northern  and  central 
parts  of  the  State  at  least  this  coming  season.  The  tonnage  on 
the  way  to  California,  and  the  amount  of  tonnage  available  lor 
export  purposes  will  probably  prove  inadequate  to  the  demand. 

Remarks  relating  to  the  various  subjects  connected  with, 
shipping,  trade,  population,  labour,  and  agriculture  will  be  found 
in  this  report  under  their  respective  heads. 


Shipping  and  Navigation. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nationality  of 
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united  states, 


vessels  which  entered  and  cleared  at  this  port  during  the  last 

year 

Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  San  Francisco 
during  the  Year  1893. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality, 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

164 

300,583 

64 

106,672 

228 

407,255 

American,  from 
foreign  countries 

285 

189,080 

200 

346,929 

485 

536,009 

American,  from 
Atlantic  ports  of 

Union  

46 

87,286 

46 

87,286 

Hawaiian 

17 

17,089 

... 

24 

23,890 

41 

40,979 

Nicaraguan 

25 

30,575 

25 

30,575 

Herman 

‘io 

15,286 

10 

17,070 

20 

32,356 

Norwegian 

12 

18,744 

... 

12 

18,744 

Italian 

9 

12,252 

... 

9 

12,252 

Others 

6 

4,589 

1 

272 

7 

4,861 

Total  

649 

644,909 

324 

525,408 

873 

1,170,317 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

602 

713,279 

304 

489,398 

906 

1,202,677 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

' 

Tons. 

— British  

199 

271,035 

66 

110,344 

265 

381,379 

..^-American,  to 

foreign  countries 

268 

224,063 

200 

344,301 

468 

568,364 

American,  to 

Atlantic  .ports  of 

Union  

21 

32,988 

21 

32,988 

Hawaiian 

14 

13,473 

'*25 

25,816 

39 

39,289 

Nicaraguan 

1 

1,492 

24 

29,726 

25 

31,218 

-—Herman  

12 

17,652 

11 

18,777 

23 

36,429 

Norwegian...  ... 

9 

14,510 

9 

14,510 

12,638 

"—Italian 

9 

12,638 

9 

Others  ...  ... 

7 

4,246 

" 1 

*272 

8 

4,518 

'‘Total 

540 

692,097 

327 

529,236 

867 

1,121,333 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

519 

667,010 

307 

490,224 

856 

1,157,234 

Note. — The  entrances  and  clearances  of  American  ships  do  not  include  the  coasting  trade, 
whaling,  or  fishing  voyages. 


The  number  of  British  vessels  entering  the  port  during  the 
year  was  44  less  than  during  last  year,  with  a proportionate 
decrease  in  tonnage.  The  clearances  of  British  vessels,  however, 
number  but  13  less  than  1892.  The  tonnage,  however,  is  very 
considerably  less.  On  the  whole  the  return  of  shipping  generally 
shows  a decided  falling-off  during  the  year  both  in  numbers  of 
vessels  and  in  tonnage.  Nine  Italian  vessels  (sailing)  have,  how- 
ever, entered  this  port  during  the  year,  against  but  one  or  two 
last  year.  No  American  steamers  from  Atlantic  ports  of  Union 
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have  either  entered  or  cleared,  and  the  sailing  vessels  from  the 
same  ports  show  a decided  falling-off  both  in  numbers  and 
tonnage. 

There  have  been  years  when  money  has  been  lost  in  charters,  Charters, 
but  seldom  has  there  been  one  which  has  been  more  unsatisfactory 
to  shipowners  than  that  of  1893.  There  has  been  a fair  grain 
crop  of  late  years,  and  a larger  one  than  in  1892,  but  shipowners 
did  not  benefit  by  this.  The  financial  troubles  and  the  low  price 
of  wheat  were  primarily  responsible  for  these  results. 

The  market  started  at  a very  low  figure,  1/.  for  iron  vessels, 

United  Kingdom  for  orders;  2s.  6d.  less  for  direct  port.  For 
some  time  quite  a number  of  vessels  loaded  owners’  account. 

And  in  most  cases  I believe  that  owners  now  wish  they  had  let 
other  people  do  the  loading,  or  had  tried  some  other  port  and 
some  other  trade  than  the  California  grain  trade.  i 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  January  rates  increased  Freights, 
to  25$.  for  iron  vessels  for  United  Kingdom.  During  the  months 
of  March  and  April  freights  again  dropped  to  as  low  as  18$.  9d. 
for  large  vessels.  In  April  freights  for  May  and  June  loading 
showed  a decided  improvement,  2$.  6d.  to  3s.  9 d.  more  being 
obtainable.  In  May,  for  August  and  October  loading,  25s.  was 
reported.  In  July  and  August  freights  ruled  from  30s.  to 
32s.  6J.,  iron  vessels  for  United  Kingdom,  and  in  September 
35s.  From  this  on  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  market  continued 
to  drop  until  21s.  3d.  to  23s.  9 d.  was  reached  for  United  Kingdom 
for  orders. 

The  building  of  the  new  ferry  landings  has  been  delayed  Ferry 
pending  the  straightening  out  of  some  technicalities  in  connec-  buildings, 
tion  with  the  bonds,  but  before  long  we  shall  probably  have  a 
handsome  depot  and  accommodating  ferry  slips  erected  at  the 
foot  of  Market  Street,  the  point  of  the  bay  at  which  all  the 
travel  converges. 

The  Union  Iron  Works  have  finished  the  harbour  defence  ship- 
vessel  “ Monterey,”  and  the  ironclad  “ Oregon  ” has  been  building, 
launched,  and  is  almost  ready  for  sea.  The  cruiser  “ Olympia  ” 
is  also  finished.  This  vessel  made  as  fast  time  on  her  trial  trip 
as  any  cruiser  of  her  class  in  the  world. 

Many  fine  stone  buildings  have  been  erected  in  the  city,  and  stone 
San  Francisco  can  now  boast  of  12-storey  office  buildings  which  buildings, 
rank  in  appearance  with  any  in  the  world.  Several  new  streets 
have  been  opened,  extensive  improvements  have  been  made  in 
our  park  by  the  army  of  unemployed  labourers,  paid  by  charitable 
contributions.  A fairy  city  has  arisen  in  the  centre  of  the  park,  California 
“ Sunset  City,”  which  embraces  exhibits  from  every  part  of  the  Mid-winter 
world,  and  holds  the  representatives  of  every  nation.  air* 

The  Mid- winter  Fair  has  been  the  Pacific  Coast  attraction 
during  the  past  4 months,  and  we  have  vied  with  Chicago  in 
attracting  denizens  from  all  parts  of  the  world  into  our  city. 
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Trade  and  Commerce. 

The  following  tables  show  the  exports  and  imports  for  the 
past  two  years  : — 


Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  San 
Erancisco  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wheat  and  flour  

Centals  .. 

13,523,008 

£ 

3,182.182 

13,108,617 

£ 

3,787,122 

Barley 

2,556,501 

485,735 

1,176,207 

252,907 

Tinned  fruit  and  vegetables 

Cases 

471,427 

377,141 

465,482 

310,446 

Tinned  salmon  

it 

132,020 

141,319 

412,439 

382,366 

Quicksilver  

Flasks 

10,121 

73,981 

3,808 

33,891 

Wine 

Gallons  ... 

533,502 

62,471 

537,382 

70,562 

Timber 

Feet 

14,166,957 

55,563 

21,236,533 

98,618 

Brandy  

Gallons  ... 

103,605 

18,343 

250,335 

39,116 

Other  articles 

1,426,774 

1,364,553 

Total 

5,823,509 

6,339,581 

Note. — A barrel  of  flour  is  reduced  to  wheat  at  the  rate  of  3 centals  of  wheat  to  1 barrel  of 
flour. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  San  Francisco  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


1893. 

1892. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sugar  

Tons 

175,976 

£ 

2,209,389 

123,104 

£ 

1,448,470 

Baw  silk  

Lbs. 

2,371,173 

1,567,803 

4,399,411 

2,839,014 

Coal  

Tons 

812,300  | 

913,887 

808,639 

566,841 

Coffee 

Lbs. 

17,038,869 

526,296 

22,434,605 

762,802. 

Tin-plates  

Boxes 

386,093 

270,265 

374,426 

227,462 

Bice  

Tons 

15,675 

235,125 

21,571 

261,341 

Tea  

Lbs. 

6,080,311 

184,919 

5,274,442 

160,855 

Cement 

Barrels  ... 

264,110 

79,233 

203,953 

56,347 

Pig-iron  

Tons 

3,538 

15,284 

7,829 

33,291 

Scraj.-iron  

,, 

305 

1,220 

11,631 

52,339 

Bullion  and  coin  

901,303 

1,796,077 

Other  articles 

976,281 

916,751 

Total 

7,881,005 

9,121,590 

Exports . 

The  exports  show  a falling-ofF  of  516,072/.,  as  compared  with 
1892  ; while  the  imports  show  a falling-off  of  240,585/.  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year.  Besides  the  above  exports  of 
merchandise  there  were  exports  of  treasure  amounting  to 
2,610,590/.,  made  up  principally  of  Mexican  silver  dollars  and 
bullion.  The  exports  of  merchandise  to  New  York  amounted  to 
947,159/.,  as  compared  with  1,709,741/.  in  1892.  This  is  a 
decided  falling-ofF  in  every  direction.  The  exports  of  wheat  and 
flour  show  a decided  increase  in  quantity,  but  a decided 
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decrease  in  value  over  1892.  Still  the  quantity  is  not  any- 
thing like  that  of  the  years  1889-91.  The  export  of  tinned 
salmon  has  decreased  very  materially,  while  that  of  tinned  fruit 
and  vegetables  shows  a small  increase.  The  barley  exports 
are  double  as  much  as  those  of  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of 
the  State,  and  were  mostly  sold  for  brewing  purposes  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  exports  of  timber  show  a decided  faliing- 
off,  also  that  of  California  brandy.  The  exports  of  quicksilver, 
however,  have  more  than  trebled  during  the  year,  not  so  much  on 
account  of  the  increased  production  as  on  account  of  the  increased 
demands ; China  alone  taking  3,800  flasks  as  against  none  for  the 
two  previous  years.  Central  America,  too,  took  many  more, 
and  other  countries  in  proportion — Canada  coming  in  for  a share 
of  280  flasks,  for  the  first  time  on  record.  The  exports  of  flour 
show  a decided  falling-off,  232,687  barrels  less  being  exported  than 
in  1892. 


Imports. 

The  imports  of  raw  silk  are  over  2,000,000/.  less  than  last  Imports, 
year.  The  imports  of  sugar,  on  the  contrary,  show  an  increase 
of  several  thousands  of  tons.  The  imports  of  coffee  show  a 
falling-off  of  over  5,000,000  lbs.  The  imports  of  coal  are 
slightly  increased.  Mice  about  the  same.  The  imports  of  tin- 
plate show  an  increase  of  11,677  boxes,  though  how  much  of  this 
is  for  actual  use  during  the  year,  and  how  much  is  stored  in 
bonded  warehouse  for  future  use,  is  hard  to  get  at.  The  imports 
of  tea  are  to  the  advantage  of  the  State.  Cement  also  shows 
an  increase.  The  imports  of  scrap-iron  have  fallen  off  11,326  tons. 

The  reasons  for  this  falling-off  are  generally  assigned  to  a high 
protective  tariff  and  a great  ruling  depression  in  trade.  Pig-iron 
shows  a falling-off  of  over  4,000  tons  ; the  same  reasons  may  be 
ascribed  for  this  as  for  the  former. 

The  receipts  of  canned  salmon  at  San  Francisco  during  the  Canned  goods 
past  year  totals  up  to  791,702  cases,  which  include  1,399  cases 
California,  and  790,363  cases  from  Oregon,  Alaska,  and  British 
Columbia.  The  canning  of  tomatoes  has  increased  to  451,000 
cases  of  2 dozen  cans  each,  or  nearly  twice  that  of  the  production 
of  1892. 

A considerable  amount  of  fruit  has  been  packed  during  the  canned  fruits, 
past  year,  mostly  apricots,  plums,  and  peaches — quite  a number 
of  carloads  going  to  eastern  points,  at  prices  considerably  below 
the  packing  cost  of  1892.  Efforts  to  place  lines  of  the  varieties 
used  in  the  United  Kingdom  have  practically  failed,  and  canners 
who  have  made  great  efforts  to  that  end  are  still  holding  on  to 
their  stocks  without  any  encouragement.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  the  last  part  of  the  year  was  the  turning  point  in  value  both 
at  eastern  points  and  abroad. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  pack  of  this  season  by  a Fruit  packs 
leading  packer : — 
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Coffee. 


Cement. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Apples 

Cases. 

5,000 

Apricots 

150,000 

Asparagus  . . 

7,000 

Blackberries 

10,000 

Cherries  (white)  .. 

35,000 

„ (black)  . . 

25,000 

Currants 

1,000 

Gooseberries 

3,000 

Grapes 

20,000 

Nectarines  ..  ... 

5,000 

Pears 

40,000 

Pease 

70,000 

Peaches 

100,000 

Plums 

12,000 

Quinces 

2,000 

Piaspberries  . 

2,500 

Strawberries 

2,000 

Total 

. . 

.. 

489,500 

Miscellaneous — 
Pie  fruits  . . 

30,000 

Tomatoes  . . 

451,000 

Jams  and  jellies  .. 

•• 

15,000 

Total 

.. 

496,000 

Grand  total, . 

•• 

•• 

985,500 

The  consumption  in  the  State  and  the  exports  by  sea  and  rail 
have  reduced  this  stock  very  considerably. 

Imports  of  this  article  have  been  smaller  than  for  a long  series 
of  years,  while  prices  have  been  slightly  better  than  in  1892. 
The  falling-off  of  imports  have  principally  been  in  Central 
American  coffee.  The  consumption  of  coffee  from  this  country 
for  the  first  half  of  the  year  amounted  to  61,847  bags.  Large 
sales  of  Guatemala  coffee  were  made  in  September. 

The  imports  of  cement,  which  show  a considerable  increase 
over  that  of  last  year,  but  make  the  local  market  more  stagnant 
than  formerly.  No  visible  signs  of  large  sales  exist.  The  market 
is  overstocked. 

The  imports  of  coal  and  the  various  sources  from  which  we 
have  derived  our  supplies  are  as  follows  : — 


Coal. 
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From — 

Quantity. 

1893. 

1892. 

British  Columbia 

Tons. 

463,800 

Tons. 

407,700 

Australia . . 

• • • • 

155,900 

247,900 

Great  Britain 

• • • • 

158,800 

200,400 

Japan 

.. 

7,758 

4,220 

Total 

.. 

786,258 

860,220 

To  arrive  at  a correct  statement  of  the  entire  consumption  of 
the  State,  including  the  arrivals  by  water  at  San  Pedro,  Port  Los 
Angeles,  and  San  Diego,  and  what  was  brought  by  rail  from  the 
eastern  States — Green  River,  Cedar  River,  Carbon  Hill,  and 
Coos  Bay  mines,  being  all  added  together,  we  have  a total  of 
ll,47ff,785  tons.  The  average  price  during  the  year  on  all  these 
foreign  coals  landed  here  would  be  11.  10s.  per  ton.  This  in- 
cludes a duty  of  3s.  per  ton.  It  appears  a travesty  on  common 
intelligence  for  this  coast  to  have  any  hand  in  continuing  this 
duty,  as  the  State  contributed  during  the  past  year  138,000/.  out 
of  a total  revenue  collected  by  the  United  States  for  coal  duties 
of  200,000/.  Our  shipbuilders,  gas  companies,  rolling  mills,  nail  Coal  duties, 
and  iron  factories,  foundries  and  railroads  are  the  sufferers  by 
this  tariff. 

The  imports  of  coke,  all  foreign,  this  year,  were  29,645  tons.  Coke. 

An  authority  on  the  shipment  of  California  green  fruit  gives  California 
his  ideas  of  the  reason  why  California  fruit  realises  such  small  green  fruit, 
prices  in  the  eastern  market.  Aside  from  delayed  slow  trains,  he 
says  “ the  fault  lies  with  the  packer,  who  usually  places  20  lbs.  of 
fruit  in  a box  only  fit  to  carry  15  lbs.,  and  the  tightness  and  ex- 
clusion ol  air  from  the  centre  invariably  makes  that  part  at  least 
not  saleable,  and  seriously  affects  the  quality  of  the  whole  box.” 

Over  5,000,000  dozen  eastern  eggs  were  imported  to  this  State  Eggs, 
during  the  year,  and  the  total  local  consumption  was  over 
7,000,000.  This  shows  that  there  is  room  for  enterprising  men  to 
embark  upon  a business  which  must,  in  this  favourable  climate, 
perforce  be  a profitable  one. 

The  pack  for  1893  is  estimated  at  3,000,000  boxes.  The  Raisins, 
shipment  from  the  southern  part  of  the  State  to  San  Francisco  of 
new  raisins  has  been  2,500,000  boxes.  The  majority  of  these 
raisins  are  packed  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley. 

The  falling-off  in  the  import  of  this  article  has  been  phe-  R-lce 
nomenal,  particularly  from  China,  though  we  imported  from  Italy 
29,173  lbs.  The  exports  of  rice  by  sea  amounted  to  3,511,083  lbs. 

Imports  from  China  amounted  to  28,066,894  lbs.  ; Hawaiian 
Islands,  6,133,800  lbs.;  Southern  miscellaneous,  5,952,310  lbs. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  have  the  overflowing  lands  adjacent  to 
the  Sacramento  River  used  for  rice  cultivation.  Endeavours 
have  been  put  forward  to  create  a State  subsidy  for  planters. 
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Salt, 


Sugar. 


Home-grown 
beet  sugar. 


Steel. 
Iron  and 
hardware. 


Tin-plates. 


Rebate  of 
duty  for 
exporters. 


Tobacco. 


Hides  and 
leather. 


Matting. 


Grain  sacks. 


The  receipts  of  English  table  and  dairy  salt  were  very  heavy 
or  about  50  per  cent,  more  than  in  1892.  The  totals  were 
20,443,145  lbs.  of  English  salt ; 669,716  !bs.  of  German.  The 
price  here  was  about  21.  18s.  per  ton  for  whole  cargoes  on  an 
average. 

The  sugar  trade  has  been  one  of  the  largest  for  years.  Our 
principal  supply  coming  from  the  Sandwich  Islands.  This 
amounted,  to  317,279,963  lbs.  Batavia,  21,442,858  lbs.  ; China, 
Formosa,  and  Swatow,  14,504,202  lbs.  The  beet  sugar  crop, 
grown  in  California,  was  of  unusual  dimensions,  amounting  to 
30,000,000  lbs.  A bounty  of  2 c.  per  lb.  is  granted  by  the  United 
States  authorities  for  home-grown  beet  sugar,  and  during  the 
fiscal  year  1892-93  the  amounts  paid  to  beet  sugar  companies 
in  California  amounted  to  90,838/.  The  withdrawal  of  this 
bounty  would  result  in  the  closing  down  of  every  factory  in  the 
State,  with  a great  consequent  loss  to  farmers. 

The  imports  of  steel  for  the  year  show  a marked  falling-off. 
The  demand  for  iron  has  been  as  light  as  that  for  steel,  and  every 
branch  of  the  hardware  trade  shows  great  stagnation.  The  low 
rates  for  freight  prevailing  throughout  the  year  caused  a lowering 
of  prices  on  old  stock,  and  consequent  loss  to  tiie  holders  thereof, 
in  order  to  compete  with  the  importers  under  the  low  rates. 

The  increase  in  the  imports  of  this  article  are  not  to  be  taken 
as  a comparative  increase  in  the  canning  business,  as  quantities  of 
this  imported  plate  lies  in  bonded  warehouse  until  called  for. 
Had  farmers  been  able  to  borrow  money  in  order  to  harvest  and 
to  pack  their  crops,  we  shuuld  doubtless  have  seen  a greater 
stimulation  of  this  importation,  as  the  United  States  custom 
authorities  rebate  nearly  the  winkle  of  the  duty  first  imposed. 
When  proof  is  given  that  the  tin-plate  is  made  into  cans  and  filled 
with  fruit  for  exporting  purposes  a charge  of  1 per  cent,  only  is 
made. 

Imports  of  tobacco  have  been  light,  7,792,400  lbs.  of  manu- 
factured ; 2,211,940  lbs.  of  leaf,  a total  of  10,004,340  lbs.  Im- 
ports of  Cuban  tobacco,  mostly  cigars,  69,043  lbs.  Total  import 
of  cigars,  2,433,570  lbs. 

This  trade  has  shared  the  general  depression.  The  receipts 
for  the  year  being  much  less  than  any  of  the  past  six.  25.622 
rolls  were  received. 

The  imports  of  matting,  almost  all  from  China  and  Japan,  give 
49,539  rolls,  the  largest  since  1889.  A large  carry-over  stock  is 
on  hand. 

About  27,500,000  grain  bags  were  used  in  this  State  during 
the  last  year  fur  the  sacking  of  wheat  and  barley.  The  supply  on 
hand  promises  to  equal  the  demand  for  this  season. 

The  salmon  pack  for  1893  was,  with  one  exception,  the  largest 
ever  put  up  on  t lie  coast ; that  exception  was  1889.  The  increase- 
was  in  Alaska  and  British  Columbia. 


Salmon. 
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Place — 

Quantity. 

Cases. 

Alaska  ..  .. 

637,120 

British  Columbia  . . 

607,832 

Columbia  River 

388,889 

Outside  rivers 

50,000 

Total  

1,683,841 

The  Frazer  River  pack  which  is  included  in,  and  forms  nearly 
the  whole  of,  the  British  Columbia  amount  given  above,  was  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  industry.  Every  fourth  year  the  run 
of  salmon  on  the  Frazer  River  is  very  light  owing  to  some  inex- 
plicable cause.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  hatchery,  however, 
the  run  in  off  years  has  improved.  The  total  exports  by  rail  to 
central  and  eastern  points  amounted  to  : — - 


From  — 

1 

Quantity. 

San  Francisco,  canned 

Lbs. 

16,844,000 

„ pickled 

Interior,  canned 

. . 

3,872,000 

. . 

852,000 

Total  o . 

c. 

21,568,000 

Increase  over  1892  of 

13,210,000 

Note.— 48  1-lb.  cans  constitute  a case. 


The  imports  of  this  article  are  given  as  50,276  gallons,  or  French  wine, 
nearly  double  that  of  1892,  but  the  amount  cannot  be  relied  upon 
a3  accurate,  because  so  much  California  wine  goes  abroad  to 
return  in  French  bottles  with  French  labels,  and  is  sold  as  French 
claret. 

The  imports  for  the  last  year  amounted  to  11,537  gallons.  Foreign 
The  total  imports  of  foreign  spirits  are  given  as  152,267  gallons,  brandies, 
a slight  increase  over  1892. 

The  receipts  of  California  wines  at  San  Francisco  for  the  past  California 
year  are  given  as  11,874,484  gallons.  The  overland  shipments  wine- 
amounted  to  8,523,200  gallons.  The  exports  by  sea  amounted  to 
3,697,957  gallons. 

The  receipt  of  California  brandy  at  San  Francisco  for  the  past  California 
year  amounted  to  782,355  gallons.  The  shipments  to  eastern  and  brandy, 
overland  points  amounted  to  474,200  gallon*.  The  exports  by 
sea  amounted  to  309,958  gallons. 
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Making  a grand  total  of : — 

O O 


Quantity. 

Gallons. 

Exports  of  wine  ..  ..  ..  .. 

12,221,157 

„ brandy  . . 

784,158 

The  total  clip  of  Californian  wool  amounted  to  33,169,375  lbs. 
The  shipments  from  the  State  amounted  to  : — 


Quantity. 

By  rail 
„ sea 

.. 



Lbs. 

21,242,156 

776,178 

Total 

• • « • , , 

22,008,334 

The  prices  for  California  grown  wool  varied  from  2d.  to  Sd. 
per  lb.,  according  to  quality  and  location  of  growth.  The  wool 
trade  of  1893  has  been  the  most  disastrous  in  the  history  of  the 
business.  The  decline  in  prices  has  been  something  frightful. 
Until  Congress  definitely  settles  the  rate  of  tariff  on  wool,  mer- 
chants and  growers  will  stand  off  and  wait  results.  Should  the 
tariff  be  removed  entirely,  a large  quantity  of  Australian  wool, 
which  can  under-sell  the  California  product,  will  be  brought  into 
this  market.  A great  number  of  sheepmen  did  not  shear  this  fall, 
owing  to  their  inability  to  secure  advances  on  the  crop  to  pay 
their  shearers.  Very  little  wool  has  been  used  for  manufacturing 
purposes  despite  the  prevailing  low  prices. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  all  exports  and 
imports: — 
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Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  San  Francisco  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

- — - — ‘Great  Britain  . . 

3,251,786 

3,831,688 

853,688 

897,359 

Hawaiian  Isles. . 

597,066 

510,996 

1,568,510 

1,568,511 

China 

511,846 

540,778 

1,026,711 

1,305,780 

Central  America 

413,018 

438,079 

663,430 

663,430 

Mexico  . . 

251,771 

281,710  1 

199,152 

180,049 

Canada  . . 

142,961 

106,760  ; 

413,326 

359,258 

Australasia 

131,874 

199,214  1 

181,691 

263,017 

-—“Japan  .. 

110,895 

112,376  I 

1,408,698 

2,618,398 

Pacific  Islands  . 

90,900 

83,648  i 

87,565 

52,242 

^France  . . 

84,875 

17,005  | 

174,701 

211,524 

South  America. . 

55,726 

61,347  j 

83,481 

58,516 

^^---Germany 

37,615 

46,576  ; 

149,737 

170,793 

Asiatic  Russia 

28,550 

22,579  j 

71,082 

76,044 

Belgium 

20,005  i 

76,817  i 

128,704 

171,515 

East  Indies 

11,179 

8,688  1 

377,354 

376,384 

Other  countries 

83,442 

1,320  j 

453,321 

129,331 

Italy 

** 

34,854 

19,439 

— Total . . 

5,823,509 

6,339,581 

7,881,005 

9,121,590 

The  exports  to  Great  Britain  show  a considerable  falling-off. 
The  imports,  too,  are  smaller  than  in  1892.  The  majority  of 
vessels  clearing  here  for  the  United  Kingdom  leave  for  orders 
with  their  cargoes  unsold.  These  are  all  included  in  Great  Britain 
exports,  though  their  final  destination  is  often  a continental  port. 
The  imports  from  Japan  show  a tremendous  falling-off. 

Messrs.  Wells,  Fargo,  and  Company’s  annual  statement  of 
precious  metals  produced  in  the  States  and  territories  west  of  the 
Missouri  River  (including  British  Columbia)  during  1893,  gives  in 
the  aggregate : — 

Ct  O O 


Year. 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Copper. 

Lead. 

Total. 

1893  .. 

1892  .. 

£ 

6,840,538 

5,969,489 

£ 

7,698,304 

10,121,520 

1 

£ 

4,726,267 

3,874,103 

£ 

1,551,208 

2,286,789 

£ 

20,816,318 

22,251,901 

Colorado  produced  the  greatest  amount  of  silver,  and  Cali- 
fornia the  largest  quantity  of  gold  of  all  the  States  included  in 
this  report.  The  exports  of  silver  during  the  past  year  to  Japan 
and  China  from  San  Francisco  amounted  to  2,348,332/. 

Messrs.  Wells  and  Fargo’s  table  of  production  given  above  shows  Mines  and 
an  increase  in  gold,  and  a heavy  falling-off  in  the  value  of  silver  mining, 
produce  ; taken  together,  the  total  values  of  both  gold  and  silver 
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show  a falling-off.  This  has  been  partly  due  to  the  drop  in  the 
price  of  silver  and  partly  to  the  closing  down  of  mines  consequent 
on  the  repeal  of  the  Sherman  Act.  In  Nevada  an  average  of 
40  per  cent,  of  the  production  of  the  so-called  silver  mines  is 
composed  of  gold. 

Hydraulic  mining  in  this  State  has,  by  the  passing  of  the 
“ Caminetti  Act,”  again  been  legalised,  and  will  doubtless  recover 
some  of  its  old  time  importance. 

For  the  past  10  years  nothing  has  been  done  in  hydraulic 
mining. 

From  the  hank  commissioner’s  report  I find  the  condition  of 
the  commercial  banks  of  this  city,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year, 
June  30,  1893,  to  be  as  follows: — 


To— 

Amount. 

£ 

Loans  on  real  estate 

672,163 

„ stock,  bonds,  &c. 

1,846,271 

„ other  securities. . 

863,615 

„ personal  securities 

5,176,130 

Money  on  hand,  &c. 

1,979,034 

Due  from  other  banks  and  bankers 

1,450,705 

Bank  premises 

225,067 

Other  real  estate  . . 

186,738 

Invested  in  stocks,  bonds,  &c. 

407,899 

Other  assets 

664,609 

Total 

13,472,231 

The  report  further  shows  the  condition  of  the  San  Francisco 
savings  banks  to  July  1,  1893: — 11  banks,  total  resources, 
23,618,870/. ; the  reserve  fund  amounted  to  792,567 /.  ; the  rates 
of  interest  paid  to  depositors  by  savings  banks  ranges  from  4J  per 
cent,  to  5^  per  cent,  according  to  circumstances. 

Money  to  be  had  from  the  banks  at  from  7 per  cent,  to  8 per 
cent,  on  real  estate. 


Population . 

The  health  officer’s  last  report,  which  is  made  up  to  June  30, 
1893,  classifies  the  deaths  in  this  city  as  follows  : — - 


Description. 


Local  diseases 
Constitutional  diseases 
Zymotic  diseases  . . 
Development  diseases 
Violent  deaths 

Total 


! 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

3,083 

1,172 

762 

677 

367 

•• 

"i 

6,061 
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Tliis  shows  a decrease  of  850  deaths  over  1892,  which  may  he 
attributed  to  the  better  cleansing  of  the  city  streets  and  sewers. 

The  city  was  threatened  for  some  months  with  an  epidemic  of 
small-pox.  By  prompt  methods  of  isolation,  vaccination,  and  dis- 
infection it  was  averted.  The  number  of  vaccinations  for  the  year 
were  4,555.  The  total  number  of  births  reported  for  the  year 
were  3,889. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  health  officer’s  report  in  regard 
to  births  : — 

“ This  is  a much  smaller  number  than  should  have  been  reported, 
and  shows  great  laxity  on  the  part  of  physicians  who  should  be 
more  prompt  in  aiding  this  department  to  keep  up  carefully  pre- 
pared statistics.” 

From  the  records  of  the  Chief  of  Police  I find  that  over  250  Murders, 
murders  have  been  committed  in  San  Francisco  during  the  past 
9 years,  and  only  six  white  men  hung ; and  in  the  year  ending 
June,  1893,  I find  30  murders,  11  cases  of  manslaughter,  and  not 
a single  conviction  in  one  of  these  cases. 

The  arrivals  and  departures  for  the  past  3 years  compare  as  Passenger 
follows  movement. 


Past  Three  Years. 

Arrived. 

Departed. 

Number. 

Number. 

1891  

# . 

91,568 

63,319 

1892  

• • 

94,808 

66,965 

1893  

98,787 

78,572 

The  year  was  not  one  calculated  to  encourage  permanent 
immigration,  though  the  Mid-winter  Fair  was  looked  upon  as  agreat 
inducement  to  bring  people  to  the  coast,  some  of  whom,  it  is 
hoped,  may  settle  here.  It  is,  however,  a significant  fact  that 
there  were  twice  as  many  unemployed  in  Chicago  1 month  after 
the  fair  than  for  3 months  before  it.  Of  the  number  of  emigrants 
arriving  at  San  Francisco  the  immigration  commissioner  reports,  Immigration. 
4,333  males,  1,050  females,  total,  5,383.  Of  these,  238  were  under 
15  years  of  age.  This  is  a falling-off  of  over  1,000  from  last  year. 

Among  the  immigrants  were  2,036  Chinese,  645  Japanese. 

The  catch  for  the  season  of  1893  gives  6,742  barrels  of  oil,  whale  catch. 
310,241  lbs.  of  bone,  and  2,355  lbs.  of  ivory.  The  prices  realised 
were  good,  especially  so  with  regard  to  oil.  These  figures  are  the 
receipts  at  San  Francisco.  Sailing  vessels  did  so  poorly  in  com- 
parison with  steamers  that  but  few  of  the  former  will  be  dis- 
patched this  season. 

The  low  wages  prevalent  during  the  year  for  deep  water  sailors  Sailors’  wages 
have  resulted  in  much  fewer  desertions  than  heretofore.  Boarding  and  desertions, 
masters  and  crimps  losing  one  of  their  chief  arguments  to  induce 
sailors  to  leave  their  ships.  Then,  again,  the  coast  trade  has  been 
so  dull  that  no  demand  for  men  came  from  that  quarter. 

Blood  money  in  San  Francisco  has  been  completely  done  away  Blood  money 
(1794)  B and  bonus. 
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with,  and  I feel  safe  in  predicting  that  it  will  be  a long  time 
before,  if  ever,  this  iniquitous  charge  again  becomes  prevalent. 
The  small  amount  of  tonnage  leaving  the  port  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  will  keep  a sufficient  supply  of  sailors  on  hand  to 
prevent  any  material  rise  in  wages. 

I have  before  me  the  first  annual  return  of  the  seamen’s 
institute  of  this  port.  This  commendable  institution  was  started 
by  voluntary  subscription  among  the  various  business  men,  &c., 
of  this  city,  and  by  subscriptions  from  owners  of  British  vessels 
trading  to  this  port,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  recreation  and 
reading  rooms  for  sailors,  apprentices,  and  officers  of  British  or 
foreign  vessels  trading  here.  And,  as  it  is  estimated  that  over 
25,000  seamen  visit  San  Francisco  annually,  the  need  for  such 
a place  of  healthy  resort  was  urgently  demanded.  It  is  a signifi- 
cant fact  that  during  the  8 months  the  rooms  have  been  open 
only  four  apprentices  have  deserted  their  ships,  whilst  in  the 
previous  2 months  at  least  fourteen  did  so.  The  rooms  are  pro- 
vided with  billiard  tables,  the  papers,  home  and  foreign,  &c  , 
while  downstairs  is  a large  room  furnished  with  a piano  and  organ, 
and  used  for  services,  concerts,  &c.  The  undertaking  is  presided 
over  by  the  Rev.  J.  Fell,  M.A.,  who  came  out  from  Liverpool  to 
initiate  the  idea.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  sufficient  subscriptions 
may  come  to  hand  to  continue  this  laudable  undertaking. 


Labour . 

Good  domestic  servants  are  in  great  request  in  California. 
Though  there  are  quantities  of  women  out  here  who  go  out  to 
service,  few  are  really  proficient,  and  hardly  any  have  had  training. 
Servants’,  that  is,  house  servants’,  wages  are  from  4 1.  to  7/.  per 
month.  A good  general  servant  gets  51.  to  61.,  but  for  this  she 
must  be  abie  to  bake  bread  and  make  eatable  pastry.  No  white 
male  labour  is  employed  in  the  kitchens  of  private  houses.  (I  refer 
to  white  labour  as  opposed  to  Chinese.)  These^  latter  are  very 
generally  employed  as  cooks  and  general  servants;  though  a 
great  many  families  have  an  aversion  to  them,  or  are  so  situated 
that  a woman’s  help  is  wanted  in  the  house.  Wages  of  house 
and  parlour  maids  are  from  4 1.  to  5/.  per  month.  Trained 
mechanics  and  artisans  can,  in  prosperous  times  which  do  not  exist 
now,  nearly  always  obtain  employment,  though  the  unions  are 
not  admitting  any  but  American  citizens  to  their  benefits. 
Another  class  of  workers  I would  strongly  discourage  from  coming 
out  here,  and  these  are  governesses.  I am  continually  applied  to 
for  advice  on  this  point,  and  am  only  able  to  repeat  that  there  is 
no  field  here  for  these  people,  or  for  the  so-called  lady-helps,  who 
often  apply  to  me  for  information. 

A new  transcontinental  road  is  promised  to  San  Francisco. 
The  San  Francisco  and  Atlantic  Railroad  will,  it  is  said,  form 
a junction  with  Atlantic  and  Pacific  in  either  King’s  or  Los 
Angeles  county,  California.  All  the  contracts  have  been  let  for 
the  construction  of  300  miles  of  the  road  from  this  city  south. 
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The  wreckage  of  a large  raft  from  Mendocino  county  with  Transporta- 
over  3,000,000  feet  of  lumber  and  40  tons  of  chain  proved  a tion  of  timber, 
severe  blow  to  the  promoters  of  the  scheme,  and  has  very  clearly 
demonstrated  the  inability  of  conducting  this  style  of  lumber 
shipment  on  this  coast  during  at  least  9 months  of  the  year; 


Agriculture. 

Fair  prices  were  realised  during  the  year  for  barley,  and  Barley. 
4,228,982  centals  of  California  barley  were  received  at  San 
Francisco  during  the  year,  and  2,036  centals  of  Oregon 
barley.  The  average  price  throughout  the  year  was,  however, 
about  2 \d.  per  cental  less  than  1892.  There  was  a specially 
good  demand  for  brewing  barley  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  large  exports  of  this  cereal  have  been  mentioned  in  a previous 
part  of  this  report. 

The  crop  of  wheat  was  a good  average  one,  and  about  Wheat. 
550,000  tons;  and  as  much  as  650,000  tons  of  old  wheat  on  hand, 
giving  1,200,000  tons,  of  which  three-quarters  was  available  for 
export.  Prices  were  the  lowest  ever  known,  and  by  a combina- 
tion the  price  of  local  wheat  was  forced  up  to  such  a point  that 
for  the  last  few  months  in  1893  very  little  exporting  was  done,  as 
exporters  could  realise  better  prices  by  selling  here  to  the  com- 
bination than  by  exporting.  The  whole  State  suffered,  as  it 
always  must  by  these  local  speculations.  On  the  last  day  of  the 
year  1893  it  was  estimated  that  700,000  tons  were  available  for 
export. 

The  receipts  of  flour  at  San  Francisco  show  a decided  Flour, 
falling-off,  nor  do  the  exports  come  anywhere  near  those  of 
previous  years.  250,000  barrels  less  than  in  1892  left  for  the 
United  Kingdom  alone.  China  and  Japan,  however,  took  a 
larger  quantity  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  receipts  of  various  articles  of 
produce  at  San  Francisco  : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Oats 

Centals 

506,897 

Hops,  Californian 

Bales  . . 

9,806 

Indian  corn  . . 

Sacks . . 

372,994 

Eye  

11  • • • • i 

38,595 

Beans 

ii  • • • • | 

523,935 

Potatoes  . . . . . . 

ii  • • • • 

1,100,715 

Onions  . . . « . . . . 

„ ..  .. 

119,831 

Honey 

Cases  . . . . 

1 

10,665 

The  receipts  of  butter  and  cheese  at  this  port  for  the  past  year  Butter  and 
was  as  follows : — cheese. 
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Sources. 

Quantity. 

Butter. 

Cheese. 

California  . . 

Lbs. 

16,164,300 

Lbs. 

5,156,000 

Oregon 

656,300 

572,500 

Eastern 

217,300 

1,021,500 

Totals  . . . . • . j 

17,037,900 

6,750,000 

Hops. 


Onions. 


Potatoes. 


Fruit. 


Fruit 

fanning  for 
young 

Englishmen. 


If  more  care  arid  attention  were  given  to  the  picking  and 
cleansing  of  California  hops,  better  prices  would  be  realised. 
A leading  hop  dealer  submits  the  following  report : — 

44  Yf  e estimate  the  1893  Pacific  Coast  crop  (this  includes 
Oregon  and  Washington)  at  about  120,000  bales  to  125,000  bales, 
seven-eights  of  which  have  been  moved  during  the  past  3 months 
at  prices  ranging  from  'Id.  to  10 d.  per  pound  according  to  quality 
and  district.  The  hops  produced  in  Sonoma  county  brought  the 
best  prices  mainly  for  export  account.  The  Russian  River  and 
Yolo  districts  and  also  the  State  of  Oregon  produce  some  very 
fine  goods,  which  fetched  within  a penny  or  two  of  our  best 
4 Sonomas.’  The  remaining  stock  of  about  15,000  bales  consists 
mostly  of  4 Washingtons  ’ and  4 Sacramentos.’  Choice  grades  are 
practically  exhausted.,, 

A decrease  of  about  50,000  sacks  tended  to  send  up  the  prices 
of  onions  very  materially  during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

The  falling-off  of  the  receipts  of  potatoes  amounted  during 
the  past  year  to  350,000  sacks.  1892,  however,  was  a pheno- 
menally large  year.  During  the  latter  half  of  1893  prices  have 
been  considerably  lower,  and  there  is  a considerable  stock  of 
goods  on  hand. 

At  a recent  meeting  of  the  State  Horticultural  Society  held 
in  the  city,  in  the  course  of  discussion,  it  appeared  that  in  a large 
deciduous  orchard  at  Yuba  city  the  cost  of  production  varied 
from  81.  to  121.  per  acre,  according  to  the  size  of  the  crop.  The 
gross  sales  averaged  about  20/.  an  acre.  In  one  season,  however, 
as  much  as  18s.  to  1/.  a tree  had  been  received  from  an  orchard  of 
350  u Deckar  v peach  trees.  Another  orchard  of  98  peach  trees 
had  netted  its  owners  170/. ; these  were  of  the  44  Georges  Late” 
variety.  Such  returns  are,  however,  exceptional.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  in  session  said,  44 1 do  not  believe  that  any  orchard  in 
this  State,  taking  one  year  with  another,  gives  a gross  return  of 
more  than  30/.  per  acre.”  Accepting  this  to  be  a fact,  and 
deducting  from  8/.  to  12/.  for  cost  ot  production  per  acre,  as  above, 
and  adding  to  this  latter  charge  the  possibilities  of  a long  railway 
journey  to  the  nearest  large  market,  the  net  profits  per  acre  would 
be  very  small. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  fruit  farming  in  California 
as  an  occupation  for  the  average  Englishman  is  a dire  failure. 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


19 


I have  seen  it  exemplified  countless  times.  Various  Englishmen 
have  come  out  to  this  State  under  a sort  of  contract,  with  the 
representatives  of  agents  in  London,  to  work  on  ranches  out  here 
as  farm  pupils,  or  anything  else  they  like  to  call  themselves. 

The  principal  object  of  the  agents  in  London,  however,  appears  to 
be  to  get  the  young  men’s  premium.  After  that  is  secured  their 
interest  ceases.  These  young  men  have  been  cruelly  victimised, 
and  by  false  and  dishonourable  misrepresentations  have  found 
themselves  utterly  out  at  elbows  and  without  a chance  or  the 
money  to  return  to  their  homes,  and  have  to  obtain  employment 
washing  dishes  in  a restaurant  or  any  other  work  of  equally 
disagreeable  and  unremunerative  nature. 

My  advice  to  intending  settlers  is,  when  coming  out  here,  to  Intending 
leave  their  money  at  home  until  they  have  been  at  least  a year  settlers* 
in  the  country,  and  have  worked  on  a ranch  or  fruit  farm,  possibly 
only  getting  their  board  for  their  services,  and  have  seen  for 
themselves  how  things  are  managed,  and  what  profits,  if  any,  are 
to  be  made  out  of  the  business.  Personal  inspection  of  this  kind 
is  worth  far  more  to  the  young  man  than  all  the  pamphlets  and 
papers  he  can  read  on  the  subject. 

I have  been  called  upon  by  several  young  fellows,  sons  of 
well-to-do  people  at  home,  saying  they  were  the  victims  of  this 
or  that  firm  in  England,  who  had  sent  them  out  here  to  work  on 
a fruit  farm,  that  they  had  found  the  life  in  some  cases  unbearable, 
and  in  other  cases  the  parties  to  whom  they  were  sent  did  not 
own  the  land  at  all,  or  that  they  were  sent  to  other  parties  who 
referred  them  to  friends  of  theirs,  &c.,  and  that  they  were  utterly 
destitute,  and  in  need  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  Of  these  men 
some  few  find  good  employment  after  a time,  but  the  majority 
drift  into  the  occupations  I have  quoted  before,  until  relieved  by 
their  families. 

The  climate  on  most  of  the  fruit  farms  in  California  is  hot 
and  malarial,  as  the  soil  is  nearly  all  irrigated,  and  are  in  conse- 
quence very  unhealthy  places  to  live  in.  The  northern  part  of 
the  State  in  the  higher  districts  is  more  healthy  than  in  the 
valleys,  which  are  principally  planted  to  fruit.  The  summers  are 
not  nearly  so  hot,  and  the  winters  are  colder. 

For  some  years  experiments  with  the  ramie  plant  have  been  Ramie, 
going  on  in  a small  way  in  California.  No  cheap  and  effective 
method  has  yet  been  discovered  (at  least  it  is  not  known  in  this 
State)  of  preparing  the  plant  for  the  use  of  the  manufacturer. 
Agriculturists  will  not  grow  a product  for  which  they  can  find 
no  market.  The  Japanese  prepare  the  fibre  by  hand,  but  labour 
Is  too  high  for  that  in  this  State.  California  has  offered  a bounty  State  bounty, 
for  the  growth  of  ramie,  but  small  hopes  are  entertained  of  any 
extensive  cultivation  of  this  plant.  Hemp  and  flax  are  altogether 
imported,  the  former  from  Manila,  and  the  latter  from  India. 

The  palms  which  grow  in  abundance  in  this  country  for  orna- 
mental purposes  have  never,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  been 
experimented  with  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  the  fibre,  though 
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Fibrous 

plants. 


Grapes, 


Dried  fruits. 


Pampas’ 

plumes. 


Olives. 


Sheep. 


Horses. 


it  seems  to  me  a good  prospect  of  ultimate  success  might  be 
attained  in  this  direction. 

The  value  of  the  annual  importation  of  fibrous  materials 
imported  into  the  United  States  amounts  to  about  10,000,000/., 
one-half  of  which  could  be  produced  in  this  country.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  pine-apple  can  be  grown  in  Southern  California. 
Enough  of  this  fruit  is  produced  to  demonstrate  the  proposition 
of  successful  culture.  The  Indian  pine-apple  fibre  is  woven  into 
the  most  delicate  fabrics.  Here,  as  with  ramie,  the  excessive 
high  price  of  labour  is  the  chief  obstacle  we  have  to  contend 
with.  No  less  than  1,000,000  acres  of  flax  are  grown  in  the 
United  States  for  the  seed  alone,  but  the  only  oil-mill  in  this 
city  has  to  import  its  seed  from  India.  Hemp  for  cordage  is 
grown  in  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  and  in  other  south-western 
States,  the  soil  of  which  does  not  come  up  to  the  rich  bottom 
and  reclaimed  lands  of  California. 

The  number  of  acres  under  cultivation  in  this  State  with 
grape  vines  is  very  hard  to  arrive  at,  as  vineyardists  are  con- 
stantly changing  their  minds  as  to  the  best  kind  of  grapes  to 
grow,  and  prices  having  been  so  low  in  the  past  few  years  a 
great  many  instances  are  noted  of  whole  vineyards  having  been 
pulled  up  and  fruit  trees  having  been  planted  in  their  places. 
The  phylloxera  too  has  caused  extensive  damage. 

The  raising  of  fruit  for  drying  purposes  is  very  extensive,  far 
better  results  being  obtained  than  by  selling  green  fruit,  which, 
owing  to  long  railway  journeys,  has  to  be  picked  in  a very  unripe 
condition  to  stand  the  trip,  and  is  so  insipid  and  flavourless  that  a 
repetition  of  previous  trials  have  been  abandoned,  though  it  is 
proposed  to  run  this  summer  a faster  fruit  train  to  Chicago, 
making  the  run  from  Sacramento  in  120  hours.  The  sales  of 
California  fruit  in  London  last  year  were  a signal  failure,  and  are 
not  likely  to  be  repeated. 

A considerable  quantity  of  pampas  grass  is  grown  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  State,  and  lots  of  plumes  shipped  annually 
to  England.  The  demand  is,  however,  greater  than  the  supply, 
and  1 believe  this  would  be  a profitable  channel  for  the  invest- 
ment of  small  capital. 

The  cultivation  of  the  olive  has  been  extensivel}’  followed  in 
California  for  some  years,  though  no  figures  are  to  hand  of  the 
increased  acreage  during  the  past  year.  The  oil  manufactured  in 
California  is  of  far  greater  purity  than  that  imported  here  from 
France  and  Italy,  and,  owing  to  that  fact,  cannot  compete  in  price 
with  the  less  pure  article. 

The  unsatisfactory  prices  realised  for  wool  during  the  past 
year  have  caused  sheep  men  to  go  more  into  the  production  of 
mutton  by  fostering  the  breed  of  the  California  mustang  sheep, 
which  is  a large  beast,  leaving  the  finer  grades  of  merino  and  fine- 
wool  sheep  alone. 

In  many  parts  of  this  State  the  horse  breeding  business  has 
been  curtailed,  the  prices  being  too  low  to  warrant  any  large 
production,  and  the  scarcity  of  rain  in  the  southern  portion  of 
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the  State  has  caused  breeders  of  all  live  stock  to  kill  or  get  rid  of 
everything. 

The  prices  paid  for  cattle  have  also  been  very  low,  and  the  Cattle, 
prospects  for  any  great  increase  in  this  line  are  very  small. 

Quantities  of  cattle  have  been  shipped  from  Arizona  to  New 
Mexico. 

Hogs  are  in  demand  at  very  good  prices.  Stock  hogs  are  not  Hogs, 
in  demand  at  all.  The  present  low  price  paid  for  grain  warrants 
the  grower  in  fattening  hogs  for  the  market,  and  thus  competing 
to  some  extent  with  the  grain-fed  hogs  of  the  Eastern  States. 

The  amount  of  bacon  imported  into  this  State  every  year  from  Bacon, 
the  Eastern  States  is  tremendous.  It  is  far  sweeter  and  firmer 
than  the  California  bacon  and  ham  from  being  grain-fed. 

Monthly  and  annual  mean  temperature  at  various  points  Temperature 
throughout  the  State  is  given  below  : — 


Stations. 

Mean. 

January. 

July. 

Annual. 

Delmonte 

Degrees. 

49-4 

Degrees. 
61  -8 

Degrees. 
56  -6 

Fresno  . . 

44  3 

86-4 

64*4 

Glen  Ellen 

44-9 

69-4 

58-4 

Keeler 

43-3 

83-8 

61-4 

Los  Angeles 

54-6 

70  -6 

62-6 

Sacramento 

44  -4 

70-5 

60-0 

San  Francisco  . . 

47*4 

58-1 

54  -9 

Summit . . 

223 

65-2 

41  *7 

The  rainfall  at  San  Francisco  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  Rainfall 
1893,  is  given  at  21*75  inches;  Fresno,  8*70  inches  ; Glen  Ellen, 

54*29  inches;  Los  Angeles,  26’60  inches;  Keeler,  5*07  inches; 
Monterey,  22*87  inches. 

I am  indebted  to  Messrs.  Bradstreet’s  Mercantile  Agency  Business 
here  for  the  following  figures,  which  give  the  business  failures  in  failures, 
this  State  and  city  separately  during  the  year  ended  December 
31,  1893 ; — 


Number. 

Amount. 

Assets. 

Liabilities. 

California 

787 

£ 

1,953,690 

£ 

2,670,434 

San  Francisco  only 

285 

1,065,885 

1,611,716 

All  the  values  in  the  foregoing  report  are  taken  at  the  rate  of 
5 dol.  equal  to  1 L 
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Portland,  Oregon. 

Introductory  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  continued  depression  in  all 
remarks.  branches  of  business,  and  although  there  are  signs  of  improve- 
ment no  very  general  change  is  anticipated  for  some  time  to 
come. 

Imports  and  exports  have  fallen  off  materially  in  value.  The 
actual  quantity  of  wheat  exported  was  greater,  but  prices  were  so 
low  that  the  value  was  very  much  less. 

Freights  were  also  much  lower  than  last  year  in  consequence 
of  the  low  markets  for  wheat  throughout  the  world. 

Shipping  and  Navigation . 

Of  the  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade,  82  per  cent, 
was  British,  which  is  a little  over  last  year.  The  number  and 
nationalities  of  vessels  which  entered  and  cleared  are  given  in  the 
following  table : — 


Annex  A. — Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Portland, 
Oregon,  during  the  Year  1893. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

American,  from 
foreign  countries 
American,  from 

Atlantic  ports  ... 

65 

97,928 

6 

2,567 

71 

100,495 

3 

1,555 

24 

15,920 

27 

17,475 

11 

16,122 

... 

11 

16,122 

American,  coasting 

14 

7,207 

160 

150,504 

174 

157,711 

Norwegian 

3 

4,197 

... 

... 

3 

4,197 

German  

1 

826 

... 

1 

826 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

97 

127,835 

190 

168,991 

287 

296,826 

125 

129,857 

283 

237,315 

408 

377,172 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

American,  to 

98 

95,702 

7 

3,128 

70 

98,830 

foreign  countries 
American,  to 
Atlantic  ports  ... 

15 

21,098 

19 

12,824 

34 

33,922 

2 

2,553 

2 

2,553 

American,  coasting 

13 

4,935 

146 

147,990 

159 

152,925 

Norwegian 

3 

4,197 

... 

3 

4,197 

German  

1 

826 

1 

826 

Danish  

1 

1,374 

... 

1 

1,374 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

98 

130,685 

172 

163,942 

270 

294,627 

121 

143,701 

277 

225,536 

398 

369,237 
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Freights. 


Kates  of  freight  during  the  year  were  lower  than  in  1892.  In 
January,  vessels  arrived  were  chartered  at  11.  7s.  Qd.  to  11.  10s. ; 
in  February,  1/.  7s.  6cZ.  to  1Z.  8s.  9<Z. ; in  April,  1Z.  2s.  Qd.  to 
1Z.  5s.;  in  May,  1Z.  7s.  Qd. ; in  June,  1Z.  8s.  9 d. ; in  August, 

1Z.  15s.;  in  September,  1Z.  17s.  Qd.  to  2 Z. ; in  October,  1Z.  17s.  Qd. ; 
in  November,  1Z.  15s.  3d.  to  1Z.  12s.  6cZ. ; in  December,  1Z.  13s.  3d. 
to  1Z.  13s.  9 d.  These  rates  are  for  iron  or  steel  vessels  to 
United  Kingdom  tor  orders,  including  Havre,  Antwerp,  or 
Dunkirk  at  the  same  rates.  The  highest  rate  paid  during  the 
year  was  2Z.,  and  the  lowest,  1Z.  2s.  Qd.  Average,  1Z.  12s.  Qd. 
for  iron  vessels.  Only  7 wooden  ships  loaded  grain,  the  average 
rate  on  these  being  1Z.  9s.  5cZ.  Highest,  1Z.  15s.,  lowest,  1Z.  2s.  Qd. 

The  direct  option  was  generally  at  Is.  3d.  less,  but  in  many 
charters  there  was  no  deduction,  and  in  some,  2s.  Qd.  less.  Un- 
like last  year  there  was  generally  a profit  made  on  charters 
effected  before  arrival. 

The  following  were  the  tonnage  engagements  for  sailing  ShlPPmg 
vessels  during  the  last  2 years,  exclusive  of  coasting  voyages: — 


engagements. 


Cargoes. 

Tonnage. 

1893. 

1892. 

Grain  and  flour  . . 
Salmon  and  assorted 
Timber  .. 
Miscellaneous  . . 

• * 

115,660 

1,400 

8,605 

2,957 

114,136 

3,045 

9,329 

6,424 

Total  . . 

•• 

128,622 

132,934 

During  the  year  there  has  been  little  difficulty  in  securing  Sailors’ 
crews,  and  wages  of  A.B.  seamen  were  5 Z.  during  first  half  and  4Z.  wa£es- 
during  the  last  half  of  the  year. 

Crimps  are  now  pretty  well  controlled  in  these  ports,  and  have  Crimping, 
not  recently  given  much  trouble.  No  one  need  be  allowed  on 
board  a vessel  without  the  concurrence  of  the  master.  Several  Action  under 
arrests  were  made  under  the  recent  treaty  for  arrest  of  deserters,  treat^ 
but  the  expense  attending  action  thereunder  deters  shipmasters  deserters, 
from  taking  advantage  of  its  provisions.  United  States  Judge  United  States 
Bellinger  has  made  it  a rule  of  the  Admiralty  Court  here  that  he  Courts  decline 
will  decline  to  take  jurisdiction  in  suits  for  wages  by  British  sea- ju^lsedlCg^sm 
men,  unless  there  would  be  a complete  failure  of  justice  in  conse-  wageb  SU1  s' 
quence.  He  holds  that  redress  must  be  sought  in  the  usual 
manner  through  the  consular  officer.  The  result  has  been  to  put 
a stop  to  the  numerous  blackmailing  suits  that  have  hitherto 
caused  much  annoyance  and  expense  to  ships  in  these  ports,  and 
which  were  generally  instigated  by  crimps  on  the  assumption  that 
in  most  cases  the  masters  would  rather  settle  an  unjust  claim  than 
be  put  to  the  delay  and  expense  of  defending  themselves.  For 
many  years  I endeavoured  to  get  J udge  BellingeFs  predecessor 
on  the  Bench  to  take  this  course,  but  without  success. 
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Pilotage. 

Rates. 


Towage. 

Rates. 


No  lighterage 
now  necessary. 


Aids  to 
navigation. 
Lightship 
moved. 


Columbia  bar 
whistling 
buoy  moved. 


The  number  and  changes  in  crews  of  British  ships  entering 
this  port  during  the  last  year  have  been  as  under: — 


Number. 


Total  number  of  crews 

. . 1 1,677 

Deserted 

..'  191 

Discharged  . . 

84 

Engaged 

187 

Reported  dead 

..  5 

Hospital  permits  . . 

27 

From  all  I can  learn  the  pilot  service  has  been  fairly  good. 
The  legal  rates  of  pilotage  are  : — 

Across  the  Columbia  Bar  to  Astoria,  5 dol.  per  foot  of  draft 
and  2 c.  per  register  ton.  From  Astoria  to  Portland,  2 dol.  per 
foot  of  draft  and  2 c.  per  register  ton. 

The  outward  rates  are  the  same. 

I have  not  heard  much  complaint  of  the  towage  service  last 
year.  The  latest  schedule  is  as  follows  : — 

Towage  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  across  the  Bar,  or  Astoria  to 
Portland  and  return,  for  the  round  tow  : — 


Tons  Register. 

Amount. 

Over — 

To— 

Dollars. 

500 

700 

500 

700 

1,000 

550 

1,000 

1,200 

600 

1,200 

1,500 

650 

1.500 

1,800 

700 

1,800 

2,000 

750 

2,000 

2,500 

800 

Tug’s  hawser,  when  used,  15  dol.  each  way. 

I would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  since  the  practical  com- 
pletion of  the  Port  of  Portland  works,  on  the  rivers  between 
Portland  and  the  sea,  no  vessels  have  found  it  necessary  to  lighter 
cargo. 

The  lightship  off  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River  was  moved 
about  June  10,  3 miles  S.E.  \ E.  of  her  former  station,  into  180 
feet  at  low  water.  Her  geographical  position,  as  taken  from  chart 
No.  6149  of  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  is : — 
Latitude,  north,  46°  10'  30" ; longitude,  west,  124°  11'  15". 
Bearings  and  distances  as  taken  from  same  chart : — 

Cape  Disappointment  Lighthouse,  N.  by  E.  J E.,  miles; 
Point  Adams  Lighthouse,  N.E.  by  E.  ^ E.,  *8|-  miles;  Tillamook 
Rock  Lighthouse,  S.E.  ^ E.,  16  miles. 

The  Columbia  River  outer  bar  Whistling  Buoy  was  moved 
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about  July  10,  into  90  feet  at  low  water,  about  3J  miles  north- 
easterly from  its  former  position.  Bearings  and  distances,  as  taken 
from  chart  No.  6140  of  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey,  are:  — 

Cape  Disappointment  Lighthouse,  N.E.  -J-  E.,  4£  miles;  outer 
end  of  jetty,  E.N.E.  E.,  5J  miles;  Point  Adams  Lighthouse, 
E.,  8|  miles ; Columbia  River  Light-vessel,  No.  50,  S.  j E., 
4f  miles  nearly. 


Trade  and  Commerce. 


The  exports  and  imports  for  the  last  2 years  are  shown  in  the 
following  tables  : — 


Annex  B.— Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Portland, 
Oregon,  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wheat 

1 Quarters  ... 

660,596 

£ 

697,070 

629,367 

265,985 

£ 

887,368 

,,  flour 

Timber 

I Sacks 

251,626 

222,327 

302,438 

Feet 

2,027,000 

4,744 

2,693,000 

4,760 

Tinned  salmon  

Lbs. 

178,992 

3,386. 

Barley 

Bushels  ... 

1*3,110 

1,730 

Cascara  bark 

Lbs. 

56,043 

504 

Other  articles 

7,548 

lojl  48 

Total 

... 

933,923 

1,208,100 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Portland,  Oregon, 
during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coals  and  coke 

Tons 

11,672 

£ 

6,404 

19,270 

£ 

13,495 

Tin  and  terne-plates... 

Lbs. 

2,167,891 

2,134,923 

12,248 

1,986,897 

12,020 

Rice  

ii 

7,393 

5,698,842 

23,398 

Earthenware  and  glass 

11,146 

15,682 

Salt  

Lbs. 

5,64*3*243 

3,593 

7.02*4^  1 36 

4, 182. 

Cement 

Barrels  ... 

73,395 

18,949 

54,608 

493,916 

11,197 

Tea  

Lbs. 

290,521 

9,238 

15,611 

Hemp  and  jute 

... 

Tons 

1,308 

31,150 

1,908 

2,962,490 

27,825 

Window  glass 

Lbs. 

481,962 

1,991 

10,165 

Bags  and  bagging  ... 

11,479 

1,39*7^544 

37,568 

Sugar  

Lbs. 

2,12*9,551 

16,595 

10,625 

Coffee 

101,231 

4,498 

80,965 

3,232 

All  other  articles 

59,093 

72,382 

72,382 

Total 

193,779 

257,382 

Entered  for  transportation 
to  other  districts 

... 

491 

36,648 

Grand  total ... 

194,270 

... 

294,031 

Kote.— The  above  returns  do  not  include  exports  or  imports  coastwise  or  by  rail,  with  the- 
exception  of  articles  transported  in  bond. 
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Decreased 
value  in  both 
exports  and 
imports. 


Wheat. 


Flour. 


Barley. 

Oats. 

Flaxseed. 


Wool  trade 
demoralised. 


Hop  trade. 


The  total  value  of  exports  to  foreign  countries  and  coastwise 
was  30  per  cent,  less  than  in  1892.  The  value  of  all  produce 
shipped  by  sea  to  domestic  ports  was  631,156/.,  against  790,560/. 
last  year. 

The  falling-off  in  imports  from  foreign  countries  was  99,761/., 
a little  over  a third,  and  there  was  a similar  decrease  in  imports 
via  San  Francisco  and  from  the  Eastern  States. 

The  exports  of  wheat  were  greater  in  quantity  but  smaller  in 
value  than  during  1892,  and  the  quality  was  also  generally  in- 
ferior. The  shipments  via  San  Francisco  were  132,158  qrs.,  and 
the  total  shipments,  foreign  and  coastwise,  were  943,539  qrs., 
valued  at  940,386/.,  an  average  of  19s.  lid.  per  quarter,  as  against 
11.  85.  last  year.  The  decline  has  been  steady  during  the  year. 
Oregon  valley  being  quotable  11.  3s.  6d.  f.o.b.  per  quarter  in 
January,  and  17s.  6d.  in  December.  Walla  Walla  at  11.  Is.  6c/. 
and  15s.  8d.  respectively. 

A larger  quantity  of  flour  was  shipped  to  China  and  Japan 
than  last  year,  the  exports  being  equal  to  79,048  sacks  of  280  lbs. 
The  total  shipments,  foreign  and  coastwise,  were  410,770  sacks 
valued  at  372,619/.,  an  increase  in  quantity  but  a very  consider- 
able decrease  in  value.  The  average  value  f.o.b.  per  sack  was 
apparently  about  18s.  2c/.,  while  in  1892  it  was  11.  2s.  6c/.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  year  roller  extras  were  quotable  at  19s.  8d. 
per  sack,  and  superfines,  14s.  3c/.,  while  at  the  close  prices  were 
15s.  6d.  and  12s.  10 d.  respectively. 

There  was  a lessened  production  and  consequent  falling-off  in 
shipments  of  oats,  barley,  flax-seed,  and  other  cereals.  Prices  of 
barley  were  much  lower  than  last  year,  and  this,  and  low  freights, 
permitted  of  export  of  a part  cargo  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
Prices  of  oats  were  high  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  steadily- 
advanced  till  June,  from  which  time  they  receded,  but  the  average 
for  the  year  was  high. 

The  year  opened  with  high  prices  for  flax-seed.  In  March 
they  declined  until  November,  when  an  advance  was  established, 
and  in  December  the  highest  prices  of  the  year  were  attained. 
There  is  a steady  consumption  by  a local  oil-mill. 

The  wool  trade  is  very  much  demoralised.  This  is  generally 
attributed  to  the  existing  uncertainty  in  the  matter  of  tariff. 
Prices  have  sunk  to  a very  low  point ; in  May,  when  the  season 
opened,  Eastern  Oregon  wool  was  quoted  here  at  7 \d.  (14 \ c.), 
Willamette  Valley  wool  at  7 §d.  (15i  c.),  and  in  August,  Umpqua 
Valley  wool  at  7 \d.  (15  c.).  In  December  these  wools  were 
quoted  at  3 JcZ.  (7  c.),  5^cZ.  (11  c.),  and  6c/.  (12  c.)  respectively. 
These  extremely  low  prices,  which  are  of  course  for  unwashed 
wools,  are  ruinous  to  the  trade. 

The  crop  of  Oregon  hops  'was  about  38,500  bales  of  185  lbs. 
each,  and  quality  was  generally  good.  Few  yards  were  affected 
by  the  louse,  and  great  care  has  been  taken  in  spraying  the  vines 
wherever  it  appeared.  Prices  wrere  fairly  steady,  averaging  about 
7 \d.  (15  c.)  per  lb.,  and  growers  made  money. 

Small  fruits  were  abundant  and  cheap  during  the  season,  but 
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the  larger  fruits,  such  as  apples,  pears,  prunes,  although  plentiful, 
sold  at  high  prices.  Much  attention  is  now  being  given  to 
orchards,  and  the  fruit  trade  seems  to  have  been  generally  profit- 
able during  the  year. 

Shipments  were  larger  than  for  several  years,  but  the  trade  Timber  trade, 
has  been  far  from  profitable.  Shipments  coastwise,  by  sea,  were 
33,313,000  feet  sawn  timber  valued  at  65,664 /.,  and  13,385,000 
laths  valued  at  4,698/.  Barrel  staves  to  the  value  of  6,598/.  were 
also  shipped.  The  foreign  trade,  always  small,  has  been  less  than 
usual. 

The  salmon  pack  of  the  Columbia  River  was  417,600  cases,  g^e0”es^ck 
and  of  other  hays  and  rivers  in  Oregon,  49,800  cases.  Shipments 
to  England  were  11,728  cases;  to  San  Francisco,  106,575  cases. 

I am  unable  to  give  the  shipments  by  ra‘l  eastwards,  as  owing  to  Shipments, 
jealousies  of  the  companies  these  have  not  been  so  far  published. 

The  average  market  prices  were  about  the  same  as  last  year, 

5s.  3 d.  for  tall  tins  and  6s.  for  flat  tins  per  dozen  1-lbs.  f.o.b. 

The  bulk  of  the  import  trade  has,  as  usual,  been  done  by  sail  Import  trade, 
and  rail  from  the  Eastern  States  and  from  San  Francisco. 

Owing  to  the  jealousies  of  the  railroad  companies  it  is  difficult 
to  procure  reliable  figures  of  this  trade. 

The  records  of  the  custom-house  show  a decrease  in  imports 
of  nearly  all  staple  articles  except  tin-plates,  cement,  sugar,  and 
coffee. 

Belgium  seems  to  monopolise  the  trade  in  window  glass,  Window  glass. 
80  per  cent,  of  which  was  imported  from  thence. 

Of  the  cement  but  18  per  cent,  was  received  from  Belgium  Cement, 
last  year,  but  the  Belgian  product  is  gaining  in  favour,  and  has 
been  so  well  reported  upon  that  the  proportion  will  undoubtedly 
be  greater  next  year.  Prices  were  lowT,  the  average  for  standard 
brands  of  English  cement  having  been  about  9s.  6c/.  per  barrel. 

Unknown  and  inferior  brands  sold  very  much  lower,  some  as  low 
as  8s.,  at  which  there  could  only  be  a heavy  loss  to  the  importer. 

Stocks  are  heavy  but  there  will  be  a large  consumption  during 
1894  for  public  works. 

Imports  of  foreign  coal  were  very  small,  viz.,  8,298  tons  from  Coals. 
Australia,  1,260  tons  from  United  Kingdom,  and  1,371  tons  from 
British  Columbia.  Receipts  from  coast  mines  and  by  rail  were 
about  61,600  tons.  Prices  were  low  and  Australian  sold  at  about 
1/.  3s.  duty  paid.  The  plentiful  supply  of  wood  here  for  fuel 
militates  against  the  consumption. 

Receipts  of  tin-plates  were  larger  than  last  year.  Market  Tin-plates, 
prices  have  been  declining  all  the  year,  and  there  is  little  profit  in 
the  business.  B.Y.  grades  of  coke  on  an  average  sold  at  1/.  3s.  4c/. 
per  box.  This  price  is  higher  than  the  average  of  open  market 
would  be,  as  a large  proportion  of  the  plates  delivered  last  year 
were  sold  to  arrive  at  higher  prices  than  could  have  been  pro- 
cured after  arrival. 

Imports  of  iron  were  very  small,  and  the  few  hundred  tons  of  Iron, 
pigs  imported  sold  with  difficulty  at  losing  prices.  The  demand 
was  principally  supplied  If om  local  manufacture. 
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The  consumption  of  bags  and  bagging  was  above  the  average. 
The  market  is  principally  supplied  from  Calcutta,  but  a large 
proportion  of  the  demand  is  supplied  with  goods  which  are  cleared 
in  the  San  Francisco  custom-house,  and  do  not,  therefore,  appear 
in  the  tables  accompanying  this  report.  Market  prices  for 
standard,  22  by  36,  bags  were  steady  at  about  an  average  of 
3 £d.  (6J  c.). 

From  the  tables  it  will  be  noted  that  there  is  quite  a large 
trade  in  raw  hemp  and  jute  which  is  used  in  the  extensive  rope 
manufactory.  This  is  imported  from  Manila  by  the  Canadian 
Pacific  line  of  steamers  to  Vancouver,  B.C.,  or  by  the  Northern 
Pacific  line  to  Tacoma.  Trans-shipment  is  made  at  Hong-Kong 
or  Yokohama. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  all  exports  and  imports 
by  countries : — 


Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Portland,  Oregon,  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

Great  Britain  . . 

£ 

845,875 

£ 

; 1,020,451 

£ 

67,197 

£ 

60,736 

Belgium 

48,270 

10,339 

17,235 

British  Columbia 

18,412 

18,320 

6,694 

8,534 

China  and  Japan 

56;136 

95,534 

48,477 

87,034 

transit  , , 

in 

36,649 

Australia 

# , 

. . 

4,351 

10,031 

Peru  and  Chile 

• « 

2,380 

, . 

France 

13,500  ! 

1,560 

1,205 

Cuba 

, , 

2,743 

4,331 

Philippine  Islands 

. . 

24,954 

17,937 

India 

• • 

45 

20,122 

42,476 

Germany 

17,100 

2,456 

4,804 

Italy 

. . 

.. 

1,225 

3,834 

All  other  countries 

.. 

•• 

5,877 

Total 

•• 

933,923 

1,208,100 

194,270 

294,031 

The  failures  of  banks  throughout  the  State  were  six  National, 
five  State,  and  nine  savings  and  private  banks,  with  total  liabilities 
of  1,475,650 /.  In  this  city  the  general  depression  throughout  the 
country  caused  the  suspension  of  seven  banks  and  financial 
institutions,  four  of  these  were  National  banks,  but  three  have 
resumed  business. 

The  commercial  failures  in  Oregon  during  the  last  3 years 
were : — 
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Year. 

dumber  of 
Failures. 

Liabilities. 

£ 

1893  

221 

391,420 

1892  

215 

323,020 

1891  

157 

135,920 

For  a time  money  was  not  to  be  had  on  any  collateral,  and 
although  the  money  market  is  still  very  stringent  and  likely  to 
remain  so  for  some  time  to  come,  reasonable  facilities  are  now 
given  for  the  usual  business  purposes.  Transactions  of  the 
clearing-house  for  the  last  4 years  were  as  under  : — Clearing- 

. „ house. 


Amount. 


1893. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Exchanges 

15,312,951 

21,900,719 

20,515,433 

18,687,845 

Balances  . . 

3,031,088 

4,334,711 

3,949,883 

3,557,015 

During  the  year  30-year  5 per  cent,  bonds  were  issued  and  Bonds, 
sold  as  under  : — 

Water  bonds,  30,000/.  at  par,  and  60,000/.  at  2J  per  cent, 
premium ; City  Hall  bonds,  66,000/.  at  4*522  per  cent,  premium  ; 

Bridge  bonds,  59,200/.  at  par ; and  Ferry  bonds,  10,000/.  at 
3*394  per  cent,  premium.  Exchange  varied  between  4 doi.  78  c.  Exchange, 
and  4 dol.  86  c.  for  Bank. 

Population  and  Industries — Health. 

Fewer  new  buildings  have  been  built  during  the  year  than  for  Buildings, 
many  years  past,  as  money  was  not  easily  obtainable  for  the  pur- 
pose. Only  517  permits  were  issued  from  the  office  of'  the  street 
superintendent.  Estimated  value  of  buildings  erected  433,856/., 
against  1,170  permits  and  917,000/.  in  1892.  Expenditure  on 
new  City  Hall,  47,777/. 

Foundries,  saw  mills,  oil  works,  rope  works,  and  workshops  Manu- 
generally,  which  employ  a great  many  hands,  have  been  very  factories, 
slack,  and  rigid  economy  ha«  been  practised  in  all  departments. 

The  furnaces  of  the  Oregon  Iron  and  Steel  Company  were  not  Ironworks, 
in  blast  over  one-third  of  the  year,  and  the  product  of  pig-iron 
was  4,739  tons.  The  company’s  cast-iron  pipe  works  were  run 
steadily  on  orders  for  the  new  waterworks,  and  the  product  was 
4,263  tons. 

The  rolling  mills  were  closed  most  of  the  year. 

Nearly  all  the  Coeur  D'Alene  mines  have  been  forced  to  close  Mining 
on  account  of  the  low  ruling  prices  for  silver  and  lead,  and  being  Srilver* 
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all  what  is  known  as  low  grade  mines  will  doubtless  remain  closed 
unless  there  should  be  an  improvement  in  this  respect,  or  miners 
agree  to  work  for  lower  wages.  Much  attention  is  being  given 
to  the  development  of  gold  properties.  Official  figures  of  produc- 
tion in  Oregon  during  the  year  are  328,8300  an  increase  of 
31,989/.  over  1892.  At  the  present  rate  of  development  there  is 
likely  to  be  a notable  increase  of  production.  Weils,  Fargo,  and 
Company  give  the  shipments  of  the  precious  metals  from  Oregon 
during  1892  as,  gold,  230,395/.,  and  silver,  22,332/. 

Owing  to  the  small  amount  of  building  done  and  the  general 
unprofitableness  of  business,  skilled  labour  has  not  been  in  such 
demand  throughout  the  year.  Considerable  numbers  found  em- 
ployment at  the  Government  work  at  the  Cascades  Locks  and  on 
the  new  waterworks,  reservoir,  &c.,  yet  there  has  been  a good  deal 
of  genuine  distress  amongst  the  labouring  classes.  A great  many 
clerks,  salesmen,  and  others  in  general  business  have  also  been 
thrown  out  of  employment  through  the  economy  necessarily 
practised,  and  I would  more  than  ever  warn  such  against  coming 
here  expecting  to  find  employment  promptly. 

The  health  of  this  city  has  been  very  good  during  the  past 
year,  and  there  have  been  no  epidemics.  At  one  time  very  little 
attention  was  given  to  the  hygienic  condition  of  the  city,  but  this 
has  been  improved  under  the  efficient  administration  of  the  present 
city  physician. 

The  records  of  the  health  officer  unfortunately  are  not  kept 
with  any  great  degree  of  accuracy  as  to  classification  of  disease, 
but  the  highest  percentage  of  deaths  seems  to  have  been  from  pul- 
monary diseases,  largely  constitutional.  Nearly  all  the  Chinese 
are  reported  as  dying  of  consumption  and  kindred  diseases,  which 
accounts  for  the  high  percentage.  Next  in  order  follow  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  brain  and  zymotic  diseases. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  were  1,054,  including  73 
still-births.  On  an  estimated  population  of  80,000  this  is  13T7 
per  1,000. 

Public  Works . 

Although  some  extensions  to  existing  lines  of  railway  are 
under  consideration,  there  has  been  no  actual  construction  in  my 
district  during  the  past  year.  An  extra  rail  has  been  laid  through- 
out most  of  the  Oregonian  Kailway  system  (narrow  gauge) 
rendering  it  available  for  trains  of  the  usual  standard  gauge. 

Extensive  work  has  been  done  on  the  new  waterworks  com- 
menced some  time  ago,  with  the  object  of  bringing  in  a mag- 
nificent supply  of  pure  water,  by  gravitation,  from  Bull  Run,  33 
miles  away.  The  expenditure  on  extensions  and  the  new  system 
during  the  year  was  105,554/. 

The  nesv  steel  bridge  referred  to  in  my  report  of  last  year  has 
been  nearly  completed  and  will  be  open  to  the  public  in  a few 
months’  time.  There  has  been  expended  during  the  year  on  this, 
46,754/. 
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Improvement  of  the  Columbia  and  Willamette  Rivers  lias  been  Government 
continued  by  the  United  States  Government  and  the  Port  of  works. 
Portland  Commission  under  the  supervision  of  Major  Handbury, 

United  States  engineer  in  charge. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  there  has  been  no  further  Mouth  of 
extension  of  the  jetty  tramway,  which  is  4^  miles  long,  and  has  Columbia : 
reached  the  length  proposed.  About  50,000/.  was  expended Je 
during  the  year ; a large  quantity  of  rock  having  been  placed  in 
position.  The  total  amount  appropriated  by  Congress  for  this 
project  since  its  inception  is  337,500/.,  and  the  engineers  estimate 
67,636/.  additional  will  complete  it.  Aboard  of  engineers  decided 
under  date  May  27,  1893,  that,  when  finished,  the  level  of  the  top 
of  the  jetty  at  the  shore  end  shall  be  12  feet  above  the  mean  low 
water  plane ; from  thence,  for  a distance  of  about  2 miles,  it  will 
slope  to  a height  of  10  feet,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
jetty  to  a height  of  4 feet.  There  will  be  four  low  tide  groins  on 
the  north  side  of  the  jetty,  two  of  1,000  feet  in  length,  one  of  600 
feet,  and  one  of  500  feet.  The  latest  survey  shows  that  so  far 
the  effect  of  the  jetty  has  been  to  close  all  other  channels,  and 
that  the  channel  has  a depth  of  30  feet  and  over  at  mean  low  tide, 
f of  a mile  wide,  and  27  feet  contours  1 mile  wide,  with  24  feet 
contours  2 miles  wide.  Some  damage  was  done  by  heavy  storms 
during  the  winter  to  the  jetty  tramway. 

A dam  of  2,900  feet  in  length  of  piles,  brush,  and  rock  has  Iliver  bars, 
been  built  in  the  Columbia  River,  opposite  the  Government 
military  post  at  Vancouver,  Washington.  On  this  6,200/.  has  Vancouver, 
been  spent,  its  object  being  to  give  20  feet  of  water  across  a sand 
bar  which  had  but  9 feet  at  low  water.  It  is  not  yet  ascertained 
whether  this  object  has  been  attained,  but  if  so,  vessels  drawing 
20  feet  will  be  able  to  ascend  the  Columbia  to  Vancouver. 

From  Portland  to  Astoria  navigation  is  by  12  miles  on  the  Lower 
Willamette  River,  and  98  miles  on  the  Columbia.  Improvements  winamette^ 
were  commenced  in  1877  when  the  low  water  depth  of  channel  at  \y0rk  on  254fc„ 
the  shoalest  parts  was  between  10  and  15  feet.  It  is  now  not  channel  by 
less  than  20  feet  at  low  water  at  all  points  except  two  in  the  lower  p0rfc,of . 
reach  of  the  Columbia  River  where  it  is  19  feet  with  an  average  commksioit 
rise  of  tide  of  7 feet.  A new  dredger  was  built  by  the  United  and  the 
States  Government  at  a cost  of  13,200/.,  which  did  a large  amount  United  States 
of  work  during  the  year.  The  estimates  now  contemplate  a depth  enSmeer3* 
of  25  feet  all  the  way  from  Portland  to  the  sea.  The  Port  of 
Portland  Commission  finished  the  dykes  at  Walker’s  Island  and 
Snag  Island  in  the  Columbia  during  the  year,  and  during  the  past 
2 years  has  built  43,000  feet  of  dykes,  and  has  dredged  during  the 
year  87,150  cubic  yards  at  Swan  Island  and  Post  Office  Bars  on 
the  Willamette  and  at  St.  Helen’s  and  Martin’s  Island  in  the 
Columbia,  expending  in  all  76,221/.  This  work  was  done  under 
the  superintendence  of  Major  Handbury,  United  States  engineer, 
who  also  expended  on  account  of  the  United  States  Government 
33,000/.  in  dykes  at  St.  Helen’s  and  Martin  Island,  and  in  dredg- 
ing at  Swan  Island  Bar,  ^where  45,887  cubic  yards  of  material 
were  removed,  and  the  channel  widened  to  150  feet,  and  to  a 
(1794)  c 
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depth  of  22  feet  at  low  water.  Since  1866  the  United  States 
Government  has  expended  206,073/.  in  these  works,  and  the 
engineers  estimate  32,000/.  more  will  complete  the  project,  which 
is  to  maintain  a low  water  channel,  having  a depth  of  25  feet, 
and  which  they  believe  will  be  shortly  accomplished  through  the 
works  now  nearly  completed. 

About  3,500/.  was  expended  during  the  year  in  clearing  the 
channels  of  the  Upper  Willamette  and  navigable  streams  tributary, 
which  are  navigated  by  light  draft  steamers. 

The  following  works  are  in  charge  of  Captain  T.  W. 
Symons  : — 

Yaquina  Bay  has  been  under  improvement  since  1881,  by  the 
construction  of  a jetty  on  each  side  of  the  entrance  north  and 
south.  The  amount  expended  so  far  is  120,170/.,  and  it  is 
estimated  30,860/.  more  will  be  required  to  complete  the  project. 
The  results  are  that  where  there  was  7 to  8 feet  depth  over  the 
bar  at  low  water,  there  is  now  14  feet.  An  inner  bar,  however, 
has  arisen  2.000  feet  inside  the  entrance. 

The  project  for  improvement  of  Coos  Bay  is  to  build  two  high 
tide  stone  jetties,  one  from  Coos  Head,  and  one  from  the  south 
end  of  the  north  spit  toward  the  bar,  leaving  an  entrance  of  1,500 
feet  wide.  The  estimated  cost  is  493,300/.  The  north  jetty  has 
been  built  to  a length  of  4,800  feet,  and  there  is  now  18  to  21 
feet  of  water  at  low  tide  in  the  entrance  channel,  A minimum 
depth  of  12  feet  at  low  water  has  been  maintained  over  the  bar. 
Mean  rise  of  tide  5*6  feet.  84,956/.  has  been  expended  on  this 
work  since  1879. 

Jetties  are  also  in  course  of  construction  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Siuslaw  River,  in  Southern  Oregon,  and  at  Willapa  Harbour, 
formerly  known  as  Shoalwater  Bay,  and  at  Gray’s  Harbour,  north 
of  the  Columbia  River  in  Washington. 

Some  work  has  been  done  with  a view  of  improving  the 
entrances  to  the  Coquille  River,  Umpqua  River,  Nehalem  and 
Tillamook  Bays,  but  the  results  have  little  of  interest  except 
locally. 

Quite  a large  amount  has  been  expended  at  different  times  for 
the  improvement  of  internal  navigation  on  the  Upper  Columbia 
and  Upper  Snake  Rivers,  and  with  very  good  results. 

Under  the  superintendence  of  Lieutenant  Taylor  work  has 
been  steadily  prosecuted  on  the  Government  canal  and  locks  at 
the  Cascades  of  the  Columbia  River.  The  contractors  have 
employed  a large  force  of  men  in  quarrying  stone,  hewing  and 
putting  it  in  place.  247,930/.  has  been  appropriated  by  Congress 
for  the  completion  of  this  work,  on  which  375,116/.  had  been 
expended  up  to  June  30, 1893. 


Agriculture . 

The  past  year  was  probably  the  most  unprofitable  one  that 
farmers  have  ever  experienced  in  this  State,  only  fruits  and  hops 
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having  been  profitable.  Although  crops  were  heavy,  late  and 
long  continued  rains  during  harvest  caused  a large  amount  of 
damage.  In  some  sections  of  Eastern  Oregon  and  Washington 
only  a small  proportion  of  the  wheat  crops  were  saved.  This  and 
the  fearfully  low  prices  realised  for  sound  wheat  ruined  a great 
many  farmers.  Statistics  and  prices  of  wheat  are  given  under 
another  head  in  this  report. 

During  the  months  of  March  to  June,  prices  of  oats  were  very  Oats, 
high,  going  to  65.  (1  dol.  50  c.)  per  cental,  but  the  average  for  the 
year  was  4s.  7d . (1  dol.  16  c.)  for  choice.  Shipments  coastwise 
were  42,036  centals. 

Prices  of  barley  were  very  low,  averaging  only  3 s.  Sd.  (90  c.)  Barley, 
per  cental.  Shipments  coastwise  were  only  26,956  centals. 

Average  market  prices  for  flax-seed  were  7s.  9 d.  (1  dol.  95  c.)  Flax-seed, 
per  cental,  and  there  was  a good  demand  to  supply  the  linseed-oil 
works.  The  shipments  coastwise  were  714,294  centals. 

Potatoes  were  an  average  crop,  but  quality  was  below  average.  Potatoes. 

The  market  prices,  although  low,  were  not  so  unremunerative 
to  the  farmer  as  wheat.  Average  price  4s.  2 \d.  (1  dol.  5 c.). 

In  June  there  was  a scarcity,  and  they  sold  as  high  as  8s.  7 \d. 

(2  dol.  15  c.)  per  cental. 

The  crop  of  onions  was  damaged  to  some  extent  by  rain,  Onions, 
entailing  heavy  losses  to  growers.  Prices  were  generally  good. 

Ordinarily  onion-growing  is  quite  profitable  in  suitable  localities. 

On  beaver  dam  lands  the  yield  is  enormous. 

The  acreage  under  hops  is  steadily  increasing,  and  a large  Hops,  cost  of 
number  of  new  yards  will  be  in  bearing  next  year.  It  is  said  to  Srowino- 
cost  4J.  (8  c.)  per  lb.  to  grow  and  harvest  them,  and  it  is  estimated 
Oregon  will  produce  50,000  bales  in  1894,  should  the  season 
prove  favourable. 

In  view  of  the  ruinous  prices  received  for  wheat  there  is  a Orchards, 
tendency  to  grow  more  largely  such  fruits  as  apples,  pears,  prunes,  larSe  yiel<t  of 
&c.,  which  will  bear  transportation,  and  for  which  there  is  a frults* 
steady  demand.  The  yield  of  apples,  pears,  and  prunes  was  heavy, 
but  the  peach  crop  was  short  on  account  of  late  frosts.  Apples 
and  pears  were  more  free  of  moths  than  for  some  time  past,  and 
sold  at  full  and  profitable  prices  for  the  Eastern  States.  Prunes 
sold  low.  There  was  an  over-production  of  small  fruits  which  Small  fruits, 
could  only  be  sold  locally,  and  in  consequence  much  was  wasted. 

Cattle  and  Sheep. 

The  official  figures  of  the  number  of  domestic  animals  in 
Oregon  are  as  under  : — 

Description.  | Number. 


Horses 

Mules 

Cows 

Other  cattle 
Sheep 


235,607 

6,182 

110,398 

804,513 

2,529,759 
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There  was  a very  poor  market  for  horses,  and  good  graded 
animals  were  sold  at  very  low  prices.  In  consequence,  numbers 
of  breeders  are  going  out  of  the  business.  There  is  hardly  any 
demand  now  for  horses  for  street  cars,  as  electricity  has  super- 
seded them.  There  is  more  demand  for  good,  heavy  draft  horses, 
than  for  any  other  class. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  fair  prices  were  paid  for 
beef  cattle  on  the  ranges,  but  they  sold  much  lower  in  the  last 
months  of  the  year.  The  Union  Meat  Company,  which  has  a 
wonderfully  complete  establishment  here  and  at  Troutdale  a few 
miles  distant,  bought  and  slaughtered  about  20,000  cattle  at  an 
average  price  for  the  year  of  6/.  12s.  (83  dol.),  which  would  be 
about  4/.  on  the  ranges.  The  same  company  slaughtered  about 
6,000  calves  at  an  average  price  of  11.  10s.  (7^  dol.).  There  was 
more  profit  in  swine,  and  there  will  be  a large  increase  in  their 
products,  as  a large  amount  of  water-damaged  wheat  at  a low  cost 
was  available  for  feeding,  and  upon  this  they  rapidly  grow  fat. 
The  Union  Meat  Company  slaughtered  15,000  at  an  average  cost 
of  21.  4s.  The  year  was  a most  unprofitable  one  for  sheep  owners 
as  prices  of  wool  were  ruinously  low.  1 doubt  if  there  was  any 
money  in  mutton  either.  There  were  70,000  sheep  slaughtered 
by  the  Union  Meat  Company  which  cost  on  an  average  for  the 
year  9s.  (2  dol.  75  c.)  per  head.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  sheep 
could  be  bought  on  the  ranges  at  6s. 

O o 


General  Remarks. 

The  State  legislature,  which  met  in  January,  1893,  abolished 
the  right  to  deduct  indebtedness  from  property  listed  for  taxation, 
and  repealed  the  law  taxing  mortgages.  The  result  is,  that 
although  values  are  much  lower  the  net  valuation  of  all  property 
assessed  in  this  city  was  10,866,500/.,  against  9,086,465/.  last 
year. 

The  State  and  county  taxes  were  levied  at  the  rate  of  1*38  per 
cent.,  city  tax  at  *87  per  cent.,  district  school  tax  at  TO  per  cent., 
and  Port  of  Portland  tax  at  *025  per  cent.  In  all,  2*375  per  cent., 
payable  in  1894. 

In  1893,  15*13  miles  of  sewers  were  constructed,  making  a 
total  of  76*48  miles  within  the  city  limits.  Only  10  miles  of 
streets  were  laid  out  and  improved  during  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  168*24  miles  in  all.  Trinidad  asphalt  seems  to  be  the 
favourite  paving  material,  but  while  there  has  been  some  improve- 
ment during  the  year  the  pavements  are  in  a disgraceful  condition 
for  a place  of  the  size  and  pretensions  of  Portland. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  city,  including  balances  carried  over 
from  1892,  was  158,228/.  Of  this  the  sum  of  34,276/.  was  derived 
from  licenses.  The  total  expenditures  were  133,335/.  In  addition 
to  the  above  the  following  expenditure  was  collected  from  owners 
of  contiguous  property : — Street  improvements,  37,226/. ; street 
extensions,  6,455/. ; sewers,  43,251/.  The  expenses  of  the  Fire 
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and  Police  Departments  included  in  the  above  were  30,111/.  and 
23,848/.  respectively. 

The  income  from  the  present  waterworks  for  the  year  was  ^tveerllue  from 
45,770/.,  and  the  disbursements  of  the  operating  department, Ma  er’ 

12,223 /.  Interest  paid  on  water  bonds,  10,750/. 

The  revenue  and  expenditure  of  water,  bridge,  and  Port  of 
Portland  Commissions  are  not  included  in  the  foregoing  figures. 

The  bonded  indebtedness  of  consolidated  city  inclusive  of  ^on(*e^  debt, 
water  bonds  is  105,300/.  6 per  cents,  and  441,000/.  5 per  cents. 

As  British  Insurance  Companies  are  very  largely  interested  in  Fire 
the  matter  of  fire  protection,  I think  it  well  to  add  a short  DePartmeat- 
description  of  the  Fire  Department. 

The  city  is  very  well  protected  with  one  exception,  there 
being  urgent  necessity  for  a fireboat.  to  protect  the  water  front. 

The  strength  of  the  Department  is  176  men  and  55  horses, 
divided  into  8 engine,  4 hose,  5 hook  and  ladder,  and  2 chemical 
engine  companies.  These  are  supplied  with  3 second  class, 

1 third  class,  3 fourth  class,  and  1 fifth  class  steam  engines,  each 
with  tenders  and  an  average  of  800  feet  of  hose,  2 chemical 
engines,  each  with  250  feet  of  hose.  The  hose  companies  are 
each  equipped  with  a four-wheeled  hose  cart,  and  an  average  of 
850  feet  of  hose.  The  hook  and  ladder  companies  are  equipped 
with  1 first  class,  1 second  class,  and  3 third  class  Hayes  trucks. 

The  city  is  supplied  with  488  hydrants  and  82  fire  cisterns,  and 
a very  complete  fire  alarm  telegraph  with  101  boxes. 

Owing  to  the  prevailing  business  depression  in  general  trade,  Feal  estate, 
real  estate  has  been  dealt  in  but  sparingly,  and  the  transfers  and 
sales  recorded  in  Multnomah  county  were  smaller  than  for  many 
years  past.  The  total  value  recorded  was  6,585,710  dol.,  equal 
to  1,317,142/.,  which  is  less  than  half  of  the  amount  recorded  in 
1892. 

Note. — All  values  in  this  report  are  reduced  to  sterling  at  the  exchange  of 
5 dol.  to  the  1/. 


Astoria,  Oregon. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Cherry  reports  as  follows  : — 

General  Remarks. 

The  trade  of  the  district  has  been  adversely  acted  on  by  the 
sudden  financial  troubles  of  last  summer,  but  not  to  nearly  the  same 
extent  as  other  towns  in  Oregon  and  Washington.  The  reports 
coming  in  of  destitution  in  larger  and  usually  more  prosperous 
towns  of  Oregon  and  Washington  cannot  be  said  of  this  town, 
which  so  far  has  had  no  cases  of  destitution.  However,  business 
has  been  a great  deal  worse  off  than  for  the  year  1892. 
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Shipping  and  Navigation. 

There  is  a decided  falling-off  in  the  number  of  vessels  arriving 
in  the  Columbia  River,  which,  however,  has  been  partly  made  up 
by  the  increased  size  of  the  vessels.  Those  under  the  British 
flag  keep  their  proportion  as  to  numbers,  and  with  a better  pro- 
portion in  tonnage.  The  deepening  of  the  Columbia  River  above 
this  has  been  marked,  but  exactly  how  much  the  gain  has  been 
cannot  be  accurately  determined,  as  owing  to  the  unusually  early 
and  heavy  rams  the  rivers  have  been  higher  than  usual.  This 
fact,  with  the  improvement  of  the  Columbia  River  by  the 
admirable  work  on  the  jetty  at  its  mouth,  has  resulted  in  so 
much  deeper  water  as  to  draw  a far  larger  class  of  vessels  to  this 
river. 

Pilotage  charges  were,  however,  raised  over  25  per  cent,  by  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Oregon  during  its  session  last  winter ; 
the  new  rates  being  11.  (5  dob)  per  foot,  and  Id.  (2  c.)  per  ton 
measurement  on  the  total  tonnage.  However  the  pilots  with 
their  schooner  and  in  conjunction  with  the  two  tug-boats  have 
given  good  service,  but  the  insertion  of  the  clause  in  the  pilot  bill 
debarring  any  owner  or  employe  of  any  steam-tug  from  acting  as 
a pilot  prevents  anything  like  serious  competition. 

But  during  the  last  part  of  the  year  some  pilots  from  the 
neighbouring  State  of  Washington  entered  the  field  with,  I think, 
beneficial  results  while  the  competition  lasted. 

There  were  no  disasters  of  any  moment  to  shipping  in  this 
district  for  the  past  year.  The  lightship  has  been  moved  about 
3^  miles  south-east  half  south  from  her  former  position,  this  has 
been  done  for  the  double  purpose  of  making  a better  position  for 
vessels  waiting  for  daylight  to  enter,  and  also  to  keep  the  vessel 
out  of  the  constant  tide  rip  formed  by  the  river  current  meeting 
the  incoming  seas. 

The  former  troubles  with  regard  to  seamen  have  been  abolished, 
nearly  all  the  engagements  have  been  made  without  the  interven- 
tion of  boarding  masters.  I append  a statement  of  crews  and 
changes  during  1893  : — 


Total  number  of  crew  s 

Number. 

1,642 

Deserted 

56 

Discharged 

6 

Engaged 

113 

lteported  dead 

3 

Hospital  permits  . . 

5 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nationalities  of 
vessels  entering  and  clearing  during  the  past  year  : — 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Astoria,  Oregon, 
during  the  Year  1893. 

Entebed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of  j 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

62 

93,752 

6 

2,567 

68 

96,319 

American,  coasting 

63 

40,208 

391 

322,274 

454 

362,482 

„ foreign  i 

4 

1,930  1 

13 

7,505 

17 

9,435 

Norwegian j 

1 

, i.5is 

1 

1,518 

German  | 

1 4 

i 828 

1 

826 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

131 

138,234 

410 

332,346 

541 

470,580 

156 

160,403 

369 

260,092 

525 

420,445 

Cleared. 


Sailin 

g- 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of  ! 
Vessels.  ) 

' i 

Tons. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

44  j 

66,339  i 

1 

561 

45 

66,900 

American,  coasting 

330  1 

315,562 

54 

37,269 

384 

352,831 

15,005 

„ foreign 

18 

6,833 

5 

8,172 

23 

Total 

„ for  the  year 

392  | 

388,734 

60 

46,001 

452 

434,736 

preceding 

430  | 

357,897 

95 

56,526 

525 

417,423 

Trade  and  Commerce . 

The  following  tables  show  the  exports  and  imports  for  the 
past  two  years  : — 


Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Astoria, 
Oregon,  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1S93. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Salmon 

Cases 

11,725 

£ 

13,880 

78,995 

£ 

93,698 

Wheat 

Bushels  . . 

6 4,688 

10,243 

407,758 

76,611 

Flour 

1,485 

1,462 

Lumber 

M.  feet  . . 

*592 

1,153 

5,879 

13,804 

Sundries 

956 

327 

Total  . . 

•• 

•• 

26,237 

185,902 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  from  Astoria,  Oregon, 
during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tin-plates  .. 

Boxes  . . 

40,739 

£ 

24,548 

38,734 

£ 

24,923 

Coal 

Tons 

2,781 

1,623 

2,682 

1,571 

Sundries 

•• 

1,460 

•• 

567 

Total  . . 

•• 

27,631 

27,061 

The  falling-off  in  the  returns  are  owing  to  the  smaller  pack  of 
canned  salmon  in  this  district  and  the  excessive  competition  of 
every  immediate  seaport,  together  with  the  want  of  communica- 
tion by  railway  with  the  interior. 

The  financial  storm  of  last  summer  visited  this  district,  and 
resulted  in  the  temporary  suspension  of  one  of  the  four  banks, 
and  latterly  has  cramped  business  to  a great  extent. 

Exports  have  fallen  off  in  wheat  and  flour,  owing  to  the 
deeper  river  above  and  the  smaller  amount  of  shipping,  and  also 
in  the  great  stagnation  in  the  timber  trade. 

Imports  show  a slight  increase  over  the  past  year,  this  has 
been  all  in  canning  supplies. 

The  population  of  the  town  is  about  9,000,  but  owing  to  the 
lack  of  communication  except  by  river  steamer  industries  depend- 
ing on  unbroken  carriage  are  stifled,  and  this  prevents  any  growth 
of  the  town  population.  The  surrounding  country,  however,  is 
making  additions  although  very  much  hampered  by  the  dense 
forest. 

Salmon  fishing  still  holds  the  chief  place,  the  catch  for  the 
canneries  was  smaller  than  the  year  before,  but  it  is  reported  that 
a far  larger  quantity  of  fresh  frozen  salmon  was  sent  by  rail  to 
the  cities  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  than  for  the  year  previous. 
The  World’s  Fair  at  Chicago  would  make  a large  demand,  but 
the  demand  for  fresh  salmon  is  evidently  increasing.  The  fish 
averaged  a larger  size  than  usual,  the  price  paid  by  the  canneries 
was  5 c.  (equal  2 \cl.)  per  lb.  undressed,  which  would  equal  1 dol. 
20  c.  (equal  5s.)  per  fish. 

In  the  matter  of  combination  fishermen  still  hold  their  own 
against  the  purchasers  the  cannery  men,  who  so  far  cannot  come 
to  any  understanuing  although  efforts  are  still  made  to  combine 
all  the  canneries  in  a stock  company  for  the  enhancement  of 
prices  and  reduction  of  expenses. 

The  preserving  of  salmon  was  behind  that  of  last  year,  can- 
nery men  complain  what  with  the  high  price  paid  for  the  raw 
material  and  the  depressed  state  of  the  market  for  their  goods, 
the  margin  in  their  favour  is  exceedingly  small,  the  prices  realised 
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were  from  1 dol.  35  c.  to  1 dol.  45  c.  per  dozen  cans  for  1-lb. 
tails,  equal  to  5s.  10 d.,  1 dol.  50  c.  to  1 dol.  55  c.  per  dozen  cans 
for  1-lb.  flats,  equal  to  6s.  3d.  and  6s.  3d.  ; only  a small  quantity, 

11,725  cases  went  directly  to  Great  Britain,  another  lot  going  to 
San  Francisco  to  be  shipped  thence,  amounting  to  700/. 
how  much  more  went  in  that  way  it  is  impossible  to  find  out. 

The  greater  portion,  however,  goes  by  rail  to  the  inland  cities  of 
the  United  States. 

The  total  pack  was  : — Salmon  pack. 


Quantity. 

Cases. 

Spring  salmon 

415,000 

Fall  salmon 

30,000 

Packed  north  of  this 

• • , 

• • • 

36,</00 

„ south  „ 

.. 

50,000 

Total  . . 

.. 

• 

531,000 

This  industry  has  the  same  complaint  to  make,  i.e.,  a great  Sturgeon 
falling  off,  but  the  weekly  pay  of  the  fishermen  is  quite  a sum,  fishing-, 
the  price  paid  is  3 c.  (1-Jd.)  per  lb.  for  the  gross  weight,  prac- 
tically the  whole  catch  is  sent  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  excepting 
the  isinglass,  which  is  to  a great  extent  prepared  by  the  Chinese 
and  by  them  shipped  to  China. 

This  industry  is  directly  affected  by  the  market  for  lumber  Logging, 
and  has  been  very  much  depressed  indeed  during  the  past  season, 
by  the  falling  off  of  orders  mostly  from  California  ports.  At 
Coos  Bay,  a small  port  on  the  Oregon  coast,  a large  raft  of  logs 
was  constructed  for  the  San  Francisco  saw  mills,  after  various 
accidents  at  starting  the  raft  was  taken  to  sea,  but  unfortunately 
meeting  with  extremely  heavy  weather  it  was  broken  up,  be- 
coming a total  loss,  the  drifting  logs  have  been  a menace  to  coast 
navigation.  The  time  of  the  year  chosen  to  tow  the  raft  was  a 
poor  one,  being  mid-winter,  in  the  future,  I believe,  that  the  raft 
will  be  held  till  the  summer  and  autumn,  as  giving  the  best 
opportunity  for  smooth  weather  at  sea. 

Only  two  vessels  left  here  for  long  voyages,  one  to  New  Sawing 
York  with  fine  spruce  lumber  which  brought  excellent  prices,  and  lumber, 
the  other  to  Hong-Kong,  sent  by  a Chinese  firm.  9 he  falling 
off  in  the  demand  has  had  the  effect  of  shutting  down  the  three 
mills  in  the  town  since  November.  The  total  output  was  a great 
deal  less  than  last  year,  and  for  the  coming  year  the  outlook  is 
not  encouraging. 

The  can-making  establishment  reports  very  favourably  of  the  Can-making, 
output  of  made  cans  for  the  salmon  packing  industry  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  and  for  the  fruit  packing  industry  in  the 
interior.  The  number  of  cans  made  comes  to  nearly  8,000,000, 
all  the  tin-plate  was  imported  from  Great  Britain  either  directly 
by  sail  or  through  San  Francisco,  both  by  sail  around  the  Horn 
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or  by  steamer  to  New  Orleans  and  thence  by  rail  and  steamer  to 
Astoria. 

The  local  tannery  reports  a very  much  larger  output,  which, 
however,  all  goes  to  San  Francisco.  The  leather  is  of  a superior 
grade  and  received  a medal  from  the  jury  of  awards  at  the  late 
World’s  Fair  in  Chicago.  This  was,  however,  credited  to  the 
San  Francisco  house  who  exhibited  the  goods  as  of  Californian 
make. 

Tannin  extract  at  South  Bend  continues  to  be  successfully 
made  in  largely  increasing  quantities,  the  output  last  year  was 
over  8,000  barrels,  and  the  factory  is  largely  behind  its  orders 
from  east  of  the  ltockv  Mountains,  I am  informed  that  the 
quality  is  very  superior  and  rich  in  tannin,  being  made  from 
hemlock  bark. 

This  industry  is  also  one  that  has  not  been  affected  by  the 
depressed  times,  all  the  product  of  the  mills  goes  to  San 
Francisco,  and  amounts  to  nearly  5,000  tons  per  annum,  the 
pulp  is  entirely  made  from  spruce  wood.  That  wood  giving  a 
lighter  coloured  pulp  than  from  most  woods.  This  mill  was  also 
in  receipt  of  a medal  from  the  World’s  Fair  in  Chicago. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  all  exports  and 
imports. 


Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  the  Port  of  Astoria,  Oregon,  from  and 
to  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1893.  ! 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

Great  Britain  . . , . 

£ 

23,052 

£ 

161,350 

£ 

24,584 

£ 

27,500 

British  colonies 

136 

2,060 

1,623 

1,561 

Other  countries 

3,050 

23,205 

1,460 

590 

Total 

26,238 

186,615 

27,667 

29,651 

Agriculture. 

But  little  can  be  said  for  the  district.  I am  informed  that 
the  two  principal  crops,  potatoes  and  hay,  were  very  abundant. 
Potatoes  cannot  be  sold  as  they  will  barely  pay  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation. Hay  has,  however,  brought  good  prices,  averaging 
14  dol.  (equal  2/.  16s.)  per  ton,  and  producing  2\  tons  per  acre. 

The  apple  crop  was  abundant  and  good.  Cattle  have  done 
well  and  have  brought  good  prices,  but  all  have  been  used  for 
local  consumption. 
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Tacoma. 

General  Remarks . 

The  State  of  Washington  has  suffered  along  with  the  rest  of  Generj*l 
the  country  on  account  of  the  general  depression  in  business  and  restive8 to  the 
uneasiness  in  financial  affairs,  which  has  retarded  the  growth  and  state, 
progress  of  the  State  usually  made  during  each  year. 

The  health  of  the  State  has  been  generally  good,  there  having  Health, 
been  no  epidemic  diseases  during  the  year.  The  number  of  Births  and 
births  reported  makes  a total  of  3,201,  while  the  total  number  of  deaths, 
deaths  reported  was  only  1,278,  but  these  records  are  so  very 
defective  that  they  are  of  no  practical  value.  A more  proper 
estimate  would  be  births  7,000,  and  deaths  3,500  for  the  whole 
State.  The  total  number  of  marriages  reported  was  1,874.  It  is  Marriages, 
to  be  hoped  that  more  accurate  records  will  hereafter  be  kept.  It  is  Cattle  disease, 
to  be  regretted  also  that  the  State  officers  are  still  without  proper 
means  to  dispose  of  cattle  which  are  incurably  diseased  and  a 
menace  to  healthy  stock.  The  cases  of  glanders  in  horses  in 
Asotin,  Kittitas,  Thurston,  Pierce,  Lewis,  and  Chehalis  counties; 
tuberculosis  in  Pierce  county  ; scab  in  sheep  in  Klickitat  county ; 
the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  Montana  prohibiting  importa- 
tion of  sheep  from  this  State,  and  communications  from  the 
British  Vice-Consul  and  the  Commercial  Club  of  Tacoma  have 
each  in  turn  directed  attention  to  this  question.  The  only  con- 
tagious diseases  of  animals  specifically  provided  for  by  the 
statutes  are  glanders  in  horses  and  scab  in  sheep,  but  the  law  is  so 
weak  it  is  comparatively  inoperative.  The  State  Board  of  Health 
has  received  many  appeals  for  help,  but  its  powers  are  so  indefinite 
that  it  could  do  nothing  further  than  send  a veterinary  surgeon 
to  investigate  and  report.  It  has,  however,  taken  cognisance  of 
fatal  cases.  There  were  several  cases  of  glanders  reported,  but 
only  one  of  tuberculosis  and  two  of  scabies.  These  diseases  did 
not  assume  epidemic  form,  and  were  generally,  upon  discovery, 
immediately  attended  to. 

The  weather  conditions  that  prevailed  in  the  State  during  the  Weather  and 
year  1893  were  furnished  to  the  central  office  at  Seattle  from  the  dimale- 
monthly  reports  made  by  35  voluntary  and  8 regular  observers  of 
the  Weather  Bureau.  The  chief  characteristics  were  heavier 
rainfall  and  colder  weather  than  usual.  Western  Washington 
(including  the  counties  west  of  the  Cascades)  had  a mean  annual 
temperature  of  48  degrees,  which  is  2 degrees  colder  than 
normal.  The  monthly  mean  temperatures  were  below  the 
average  from  1 degree  to  6 degrees  every  month  of  the  year 
except  January,  which  was  normal,  and  December,  which  was 
2 degrees  above  normal.  The  highest  temperature  recorded 
during  the  year  was  98  degrees  at  Silver  Creek,  Lewis  county, 
on  August  31,  while  the  lowest  point  reached  by  the  thermometer 
was  6 degrees  below  zero  at  East  Sound,  January  31.  The 
annual  rainfall  for  this  section  was  59*37  inches.  This  is 
6*52  inches  over  and  above  the  normal.  April  and  November 
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were  excessively  wet  months ; the  former  had  an  excess  of 
4*78  inches,  and  the  latter  3 inches.  In  Eastern  Washington 
(including  the  counties  east  of  the  Cascade  Mountains)  the  mean 
annual  temperature  was  46  degrees,  that  is,  4 degrees  lower  than 
ihe  normal.  The  year  was  a colder  one  in  this  part  of  the  State,  for 
the  monthly  temperatures  were  below  the  average  from  2 degrees  to 
7 degrees  from  January  to  November  inclusive,  December  being 
the  only  month  with  a temperature  above  the  normal.  On  July 
31  the  thermometer  reached  its  highest  point  in  Eastern  Washing- 
ton, viz.,  106  degrees  at  Bridgeport,  Douglas  county,  while  the 
lowest  temperature  recorded  was  30  degrees  below  zero  at 
Waterville,  Douglas  county,  on  January  31.  In  this  part  of 
the  State  the  monthly  rainfall  was  above  the  normal  from 
February  to  June  and  from  September  to  November  inclusive, 
the  remaining  months  having  had  less  than  the  average.  The 
annual  rainfall  was  20*68  inches,  which  is  4T2  inches  above 
the  usual  amount  for  Eastern  Washington.  The  following  table 
gives  the  average  temperature  and  rainfall  and  departures 
from  the  normal  for  Eastern  and  Western  Washington  for  the 
year  ending  December,  1893  : — 
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cJ 

P 

' 3 

e 

S 

0 

3 

DO 

3 

2 

3 i 

tn 

CJ 

3 

a> 

a* 

03 

o 

eu 

03 

! 75 

72 

73 

33 

5 

P< 

s 

-S 

04 

04 

H 

ft 

EH 

ft 

! « 

ft 

i . . 

£ 

ft 

Year 

48 

v 
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43 

- 4 

j 

; 59 *37 

| +6-52 

20-68 

+ 4-12 

Temperature. 

Departures. 

V 

Rainfall. 

Departures. 

Total  for  the  State 

47 

- 

3 

42- 

72 

+ 4 ’66 

Note. — By  “departure  from  normal”  is  meant  difference 
between  values  for  month  or  year  considered  and  those  for  a 
period  of  years.  (In  this  case  15  years  is  taken.)  Temperature 
in  degrees  Fahr.,  and  rainfall  in  inches  and  hundredths. 
The  rainfall  has  been  excessive  in  all  sections  during  March, 
April,  May,  June,  and  October,  and  the  temperature  for  each 
month  colder  than  usual  over  the  entire  State.  The  season  has 
been  almost  entirely  free  from  hot  burning  winds  that  occasionally 
prevail  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  State  during  August,  the 
only  very  warm  spell  being  that  from  July  28  to  August  5,  during 
which  the  thermometer  in  some  of  the  eastern  counties  rose  to 
102  degrees  on  several  days.  The  injury  resulting  to  crops  from 
this  warm  weather  was  insignificant,  and  altogether  restricted  to 
only  a small  area. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  timber  proluct  in  the  Pacific 
North-west  during  the  year  1893,  and  a slight  decrease  in  the 
number  of  shingles  produced.  This  is  accounted  for  from  the 
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fact  that  there  was  less  local  building  done  than  usual  and  mill 
men  were  compelled  to  depend  almost  entirely  upon  the  outside 
demand  which  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  the  mills  busy.  Stagna- 
tion still  exists  in  South  America  and  Australia,  the  great 
markets  for  Puget  Sound  timber,  and  until  the  affairs  in  the 
former  country  gets  settled  but  little  trade  may  be  expected. 
Africa  is  a new  buyer  in  this  market ; Buenos  Ayres  and  Belgium 
are  comparatively  so.  The  cargo  shipments  during  the  year 
amounted  to  about  276,876,026  feet  of  timber.  The  foreign 
shipments  during  the  year  1893  were  about  80,216,926  feet,  the 
destination  being  chiefly  Chile,  the  Sandwich  Islands,  Australia, 
Mexico,  Peru,  France,  China,  and  Great  Britain.  There  were 
shipped  785,000  feet  of  timber  to  foreign  points  from  the  country 
adjacent  to  Gray’s  Harbour  in  addition.  The  foreign  shipments 
during  1892  amounted  to  105,002,760  feet.  The  shipments  from 
Washington  to  California  and  coastwise  points  during  1893  are 
estimated  at  195,874,000  feet.  The  railway  shipments  to  eastern 
points  amounted  to  101,555,512  feet  of  timber,  and  1,289,316,000 
shingles,  showing  an  increase  over  the  previous  year,  1892,  of 
905,512  feet  of  timber  and  386,016,000  shingles.  Of  this  amount 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  shipped  80,210,000  feet  of  timber 
and  967,576,000  shingles,  chiefly  to  Minnesota,  Illinois,  North 
Dakota,  and  Iowa,  the  latter  State  being  the  heaviest  shingle 
buyer.  W ere  lumber  rates  reduced  Iowa  should  take  at  least  as 
much  timber  as  it  does  shingles.  But  until  freight  rates  are 
reduced  the  opening  for  new  saw  and  shingle  mills  in  the  Pacific 
North-West  is  not  the  best.  The  timber  and  shingle  capacity  is 
largely  in  excess  of  the  actual  product,  and  until  the  market  is 
extended  there  is  no  pressing  need  for  new  mills.  In  addition 
the  Great  Northern  Railway  shipped  16,590,000  feet  of  timber 
and  303,800,000  shingles ; the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  shipped 

12.740.000  shingles ; there  was  shipped  via  vessel  to  Portland 

5.200.000  shingles,  and  via  Union  Pacific  Railway  from  the  saw- 
mills on  the  Columbia  River  4,755,512  feet  of  timber,  making  a 
total  of  101,555,512  feet  of  timber  and  1,289,316,000  shingles. 
Summarised,  shipments  of  all  kinds  were  : — 


Quantity. 

Description. 

1893. 

1892. 

Timber — 

Foreign 

Feet 

80,216,926 

105,002,710 

Coastwise 

• • 

195,874,060 

263,666,523 

Fail  . . 

• • 

101,555,512 

100,650,000 

Shingles — 

Foreign 

Number  . . 

603,000 

7,608,000 

Coastwise 

„ • • 

5,000,000 

1,289,316,000 

8,000,000 

Kail 

ff  • • 

913,300,000 

The  amount  of  money  brought  into  the  State  during  1893 
by  sale  of  timber  products  was: — 
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Description. 

Amount. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

£ 

Dollars. 

Timber — 

Foreign  . . 

361,400 

1,807,000 

2,154,614 

Coastwise 

431,322 

Rail 

300,466 

1,502,332 

Shingles— 

Foreign  . ..  . . . . 

180 

904 

Coastwise 

1,500 

7,500 

Rail  j 

322,329 

1,611,645 

Total  . . . . . . 

1,417,197 

7,083,995 

Stumpage  is  worth  from  Is.  to  4s.  per  1,000  feet  and  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  investments  in  this  State. 

The  extent  ot  the  forest  area  for  the  State  of  Washington  is 
estimated  to  be  23,585,512  acres  of  timber  having  over 

410.333.000. 000  standing  feet,  with  a stumpage  value  of  about 
53,912,000/.  (269,561,329  dob). 

The  largest  number  of  logs  taken  out  during  the  year  in  the 
State,  from  one  county,  came  from  Mason  county  ; Pierce  county 
cut  137,975,769  feet  of  timber,  and  King  county  manufactured 
over  486,000,000  shingles  valued  at  132,231/.  (651,157  dol.). 

The  selling  price  of  fir  logs  is  from  13s.  6c/.  to  26s.  per 

1.000. 000  feet,  and  cedar  logs  from  18s.  6d.  to  26s.  per  1,000,000 
feet.  Rough  timber  at  40s.,  and  shingles  at  5s.  per  thousand. 

Freight  rates  by  rail  is  an  average  decrease  all  around  of  5c/. ; 
coastwise  cargo  prices  decreased  from  2s.  to  8s.,  with  an  average 
of  4s.  per  ton. 

The  principal  event  of  the  year  in  railway  interests  for  the 
State  has  been  the  completion  across  the  State  from  east  to  west 
of  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  opened  last  February  for  tralfic ; 
Seattle  is  the  present  Pacific  terminus  of  this  railway  ; this  road 
from  its  completion  has  been  getting  a good  share  of  the  trans- 
continental as  well  as  the  western  business,  as  the  line  extends 
its  feeders  into  the  agricultural  and  mineral  districts,  very 
gratifying  results  may  be  expected,  not  only  for  the  State,  but 
for  the  company  also.  All  the  transcontinental  roads,  the 
Canadian  Pacific,  the  Great  Northern,  the  Northern  Pacific,  and 
the  Union  Pacific,  have  traffic  arrangements  now  by  which  pas- 
sengers and  freight  can  be  brought  through  from  eastern  points 
to  Puget  Sound  without  changing  carriages,  a great  convenience 
to  the  travelling  public.  Freight  rates  to  and  from  eastern 
points  have  also  been  considerably  reduced,  which  stimulates  the 
developing  of  the  resources  of  the  State,  as  well  as  shipping 
them  to  other  parts,  thus  extending  trade.  There  has  been  very 
little  done  in  extending  branches  by  the  various  railway  com- 
panies during  the  year,  economy  being  the  first  thing  considered 
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by  all.  Most  of  the  roads  have  got  their  working  expenses 
reduced  to  a minimum,  by  lessening  the  number  of  employes 
and  lowering  the  scale  of  wages,  which  happily  was  acceded  to 
in  this  State  without  serious  inconveniences  or  bad  results. 

There  are  over  15,823  miles  of  rails  laid  in  the  State.  The  gross 
earnings  of  the  Oregon  Improvement  Company,  a State  railway, 
for  the  year  1893  is  reported  to  be  775,549/.  (3,877,748  dol.) 
against  778,416/.  (3,892,083  dol.)  for  1892,  and  the  net  earnings 
144,785/.  (723,925  dol.)  against  152,567/.  (762,837  dol.)  for  1892. 

Not  a very  satisfactory  showing. 

The  State  has  been  mercifully  preserved  from  any  serious 
railway  accident,  although,  on  account  of  the  heavy  rains,  serious 
delays  have  occurred  on  many  of  the  lines  by  washouts,  land 
slips  and  blockades  from  the  snow  storms  in  the  mountain 
passes. 

In  the  Monte  Christo  district,  the  company  who  bought  up  Mining : 
the  mining  property  have  constructed  a railway  from  the  mines 
to  Everett,  thus  giving  transportation  facilities  ; a concentrator 
has  been  built  at  the  mines  and  a smelter  has  been  erected  at 
Everett.  The  bullion  going  to  the  refinery  at  San  Francisco. 
Everything  is  now  ready  to  commence  operations  this  coming 
spring. 

In  the  Peshastin  district  the  Blewett  Gold  Mining  and 
Milling  Company  have  increased  their  stamp  mill  to  fifty  stamps, 
consequently  the  product  is  greatly  increased,  probably  to  100 
tons  per  diem ; they  claim  to  make  300/.  (1,500  dol.)  a day 
profit. 

A new  country  known  as  the  St.  Helens  district,  in  the  south- 
west part  of  the  State,  has  been  prospected  during  the  past  year 
and  considerable  development  work  done,  the  results  have  been 
on  the  whole  very  encouraging. 

During  the  past  year  it  has  been  estimated  that  there  has  been  Coal, 
mined  from  the  various  coal  mines  in  the  State  1,071,878  tons 
(of  2,240  lbs.)  of  coal,  ranging  in  value,  at  the  mines,  from  9s.  to 
12$.  (from  2 dol.  to  3 dol.)  per  ton,  with  an  average  of  10s. 
Another  estimate  gives  1,211,150  tons  for  the  past  year.  The 
Eureka  mine  at  Palmer  in  King  county,  on  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railway,  and  the  Grand  Ridge  have  been  opened  during  the  year ; 
the  former  yieldiug  about  100  tons  per  diem,  being  bituminous 
and  of  good  quality. 

The  salmon  pack  has  decreased  on  the  Columbia  River  for  the  Fisheries. 
State  of  Washington,  being  180,000  cases  for  1893  as  compared 
with  230,000  cases  for  1892.  The  average  price  per  case  being 
1/.  (5  dol.)  would  make  a total  of  180,000/.  (900,000  dol.). 

The  Puget  Sound  pack  for  1893  was  50,000  cases  as  compared 
with  30,000  cases  in  1892. 

The  value  of  the  oyster  catch  is  estimated  at  10,000/. 

(50,000  dol.). 

The  Puget  Sound  fishing  industry  for  1893  approximates 
600,000/.  (2,915,000  dol.).  This,  however,  is  a very  high  estimate, 
probably  by  one-sixth. 
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Agriculture. 

Owing  to  the  continued  rainy  weather  during  the  first  3 months 
of  1893,  general  farming  operations,  which  in  this  State  usually 
begin  in  March,  were  delayed  from  2 to  5 weeks  in  all  counties 
west  of  the  Cascades  and  in  the  north-eastern  part  of  the  State. 
At  the  time  ploughing  and  seeding  were  begun  the  soil  was  very 
wet,  soggy  and  cold  in  all  counties  in  the  State,  except  in  portions 
of  the  south-eastern  counties,  where  it  was  comparatively  dry. 
The  season  opened  with  a March  temperature  of  3*4  degrees 
colder  than  the  average,  and  a rainfall  which,  though  *08  inches 
less  than  the  normal,  gave  a much  larger  number  of  rainy  days 
than  is  usual  this  time  of  year.  This  excess  of  moisture  was 
more  noticeable  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  State. 

Grain,  wheat.  As  to  the  effect  of  these  conditions  on  the  crops  of  1893, 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  spring,  the  wheat  crop,  which  is  by  far 
the  most  important  grown  in  this  State,  was  not  planted  in 
Eastern  Washington,  north  of  the  Snake  River,  much  before  the 
latter  part  of  May,  while  in  Western  and  South-Eastern  Washing- 
ton it  was  all  sown  by  the  middle  of  April.  The  heavy  rain  and 
snowfall  of  the  winter  and  spring  thoroughly  saturated  the  soil 
with  moisture,  which  having  been  retained  throughout  the 
summer  assured  a good  yield  despite  the  comparatively  dry 
summer  weather.  The  weather  during  July  and  August  and 
greater  part  of  September  was  such  that  the  grain  sprouted, 
grew  and  thrived  in  a manner  most  gratifying  to  the  Eastern 
Washington  farmers  and  augured  well  for  the  merchants  of  this 
State,  whose  prosperity,  after  all,  depends  so  much  on  the  result 
of  the  labours  of  the  farmer.  As  early  as  June  predictions  were 
freely  made  that  this  season’s  crop  would  be  the  largest  yet 
grown,  the  acreage  having  been  largely  increased.  By  the 
middle  of  September  all  of  this  had  been  realised,  and  the  crop 
was  pronounced  the  largest  grown  in  this  State  for  many 
years,  but  the  unfortunate  farmers  whose  hopes  hinged  on 
the  success  of  their  one  crop  alone  were  doomed  to  disappoint- 
ment, for,  on  September  28,  a rainy  season  set  in  and  lasted 
without  interruption  until  October  12.  The  season  being 
very  late,  thousands  of  acres  of  standing  wheat  in  Whitman, 
Stevens,  Lincoln,  Spokane,  and  Douglas  counties  were  knocked 
down  and  greatly  injured,  while  acres  upon  acres  of  grain  in 
stack  were  completely  ruined.  The  loss  in  these  counties  alone 
from  this  unprecendented  and  unusual  downpour  of  rain  has  been 
variously  estimated  at  from  2,000,000  to  3,000,000  bushels.  The 
total  acreage  sown  in  Whitman  county  was  450,000  acres,  of 
which  there  were  400,000  acres  in  wheat,  yielding  20  bushels 
per  acre ; leaving  50,000  acres  sown  in  barley  and  oats,  which 
yielded  from  50  to  60  bushels  per  acre  in  barley  and  40  bushels 
per  acre  in  oats  ; from  this  amount  only  three-tenths  was  saved 
of  marketable  wheat  and  very  little  barley  and  oats. 

The  total  acreage  sown  in  Lincoln  county  was  170,000, 
of  "which  nine-tenths  was  in  wheat,  the  rest  barley  and  oats.  The 
average  yield  for  wheat  being  from  21J  to  22  bushels,  for  barley 
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50  to  GO  bushel?,  and  for  oats  40  to  50  bushels  per  acre.  The 
yield  of  cereals  was  about  5,000,000  bushels,  and  possibly  not 
more  than  2,000,000  bushels  of  good  grain  were  saved.  These 
two  counties  will  be  sufficient  to  give  an  idea  of  the  general 
condition  of  the  country  in  Eastern  Washington. 

The  estimated  yield  of  the  wheat  crop  in  the  spring  was 
15,000,000  bushels,  w'hile  the  actual  yield,  as  far  as  can  be 
ascertained,  for  1893  was  12,000,000  bushels;  25' 7 per  cent,  of 
the  crop  was  unmerchantable,  in  some  counties  50  per  cent,  was 
destroyed ; the  amount  for  export  was  only  about  5,000,000 
bushels. 

Sowing  of  barley  was  begun  in  nearly  all  sections  by  the  Barley., 
middle  of  April,  though  in  some  counties  as  late  as  June  1.  The 
acreage  of  this  crop  compared  with  that  of  1892  is  reported  to  be 
an  increase.  This  has  been,  on  the  whole,  a very  favourable 
season  for  barley,  the  yield  having  been  fully  up  to  the  average. 

The  harvesting  of  barley  was  nearly  finished  in  all  counties  by  the 
end  of  August. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  oat  crop  was  planted  in  Western  Oats. 
Washington  before  May  15,  and  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
State  a little  later.  The  crop  this  year  has  been  a tolerably 
satisfactory  one.  The  yield  in  most  cases  was  fully  up  to  the 
average.  The  acreage  of  this  crop  compared  with  the  preceding 
year  show's  an  increase.  Harvesting  was  begun  about  the  middle 
of  August  in  Eastern  Washington,  and  about  the  end  of  the  month 
in  Western  Washington,  the  season  being  from  2 to  4 weeks  late. 

The  hay  crop  for  1893  was  an  excellent  one,  the  quantity  as  Hay. 
well  as  the  quality  being  up  to  the  average  in  all  sections  of  the 
State.  The  crop  was  harvested  in  good  condition  by  the  end  of 
August  in  Western  Washington  and  about  15  days  later  in 
Eastern  Washington.  Alfalfa  in  Eastern  Washington  yielding 
three  crops  a year,  with  an  average  total  of  7 tons  to  the  acre, 
worth  about  11.  85.  per  ton. 

The  yields  for  1893  for  Washington  were  : — 


Articles. 

j Quantity. 

Wheat  ..  .. 

Bushels  (60  lbs.) 

1 12,000,000 

Barley  .. 

„ (48  lbs.)  .. 

2,000,000 

Oats 

„ (34  lbs.)  .. 

4,000,000 

Hay  

Tons  (2,000  lbs.) 

500,000 

1 

Prices  all  lower  than  in  1892.  The  highest  price  per  bushel 
for  w'heat  was  2s.  2>d.  and  the  lowest  Is.  10 d.  The  quality  of  all 
crops  as  compared  with  1892  wfas  equal,  with  the  exception  of 
wheat,  which  was  inferior.  The  wheat  acreage  in  1893  was 
1,300,000  acres,  while  1894  is  estimated  at  1,250,000  acres, 
being  a decrease. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season,  picking  began  from  1 to  Hops. 
3 weeks  later  than  usual,  this  was  rather  an  advantage  though, 
because,  when  picked,  the  vines  wrere  better  matured.  The  hops 
(1794)  d 
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in  some  yards  were  never  picked,  the  rains  setting  in  preventing 
their  maturing.  Spraying  was  kept  up  diligently  whenever  the 
aphis  appeared,  but  the  aphis  and  mould  appear  to  have  been 
scarce  this  year.  The  failure  in  some  yards  can  only  be  accounted 
for  by  the  climatic  condition.  The  estimated  number  of  acres  in 
cultivation  in  the  State  is  8,000  acres,  the  estimated  number  of 
bales  grown  during  the  year  1893  was  42,000  bales,  the  average 
yield  per  acre  being  945  lbs.,  the  average  price  per  lb.  (ranging 
from  9 \d.  in  the  early  season  to  the  present  price  of  64<f.)  was  *l\d. 
It  is  estimated  that  there  were  900  acres  of  new  hops  planted 
{luring  1893.  (This  increased  acreage  of  first  year  hops  accounts 
partially  for  the  low  average  yield  per  acre  of  the  1893  crop.) 
The  probable  increase  of  new  acreage  during  1894  will  be  about 

1.000  acres,  which  includes  the  640  acre  tract  proposed  to  be 
planted  out  in  the  Yakima  Valley  in  Eastern  Washington.  About 

12.000  bales  have  gone  forward  to  the  London  market  where 
Washington  hops  are  now  known  as  a standard  article.  The 
estimated  number  of  bales  left  unsold  in  Washington  up  to 
January,  1894,  is  4,000  bales. 

Farm  wages.  Wages  have  always  been  high  in  Eastern  Washington,  but  it 
is  expected  that  a great  reduction  will  be  made  in  the  wages  paid 
next  year;  men  received  4s.  per  diem  for  ordinary  farm  work, 
and  from  6s.  to  12s.  per  diem  during  harvest  and  thrashing.  This 
season  farmers  are  already  hiring  men  from  21.  12 s.  to  3/.  4s.  per 
month-,  and  there  are  many  seeking  work. 

Prices  for  farm  produce  have  been  very  low  as  a rule  during 
the  past  year  in  Eastern  Washington,  there  being  a few  exceptions, 
particularly  pigs,  brood  sows  being  in  great  demand  and  selling 
from  3 ^d.  to  4 d.  per  lb.  alive,  fat  pigs  sell  from  10 d.  to  Is.  dressed  ; 
the  large  amount  of  damaged  grain,  which  is  only  fit  for  pigs, 
makes  them  very  valuable  this  season.  Cows  and  calves  are  also 
in  great  demand  now  for  dairying  purposes,  while  a year  ago  they 
could  scarcely  be  sold  at  any  price  ; beef  cattle  range  about 
3 1.  12s.  per  head  and  upwards.  Potatoes  in  Eastern  Washington 
sold  during  the  winter  for  about  Is.  8 d.  per  100  lbs.  Poultry 
from  10s.  per  dozen  for  cockerels  up  to  14s.  for  good  hens.  Eggs 
ranged  about  Is.  per  dozen. 

In  Western  Washington  a little  better  price  was  maintained, 
but  everything  was  below  the  average  of  previous  years. 

Prospects  for  The  prospects  for  the  coming  year  in  the  grain  country  may 
lie  year  1894.  be  considered  to  be  good,  although  the  ground  has  been  thoroughly- 
saturated  with  water  from  the  continuous  wet  weather,  which  has 
retarded  ploughing  and  the  sowing  of  grain  until  late  into  the 
spring,  thus  making  the  spring  work  from  four  to  six  weeks  later 
than  usual.  The  present  low  price  of  grain  and  the  high  wages 
which  farm  labourers  have  always  been  paid  up  to  the  present 
time  in  Eastern  Washington,  upon  the  top  of  this  disastrous 
season  (not  that  the  wheat  crop  is  not  sure  enough,  but  there  is 
no  w'ay  of  controlling  the  price  or  of  harvesting  dry  wheat  in  a 
continuous  rain  storm),  has  caused  many  farmers  to  change  their 
method  of  farming,  viz.,  by  renting,  when  possible,  all  the  land 
except  what  could  be  tilled  with  the  aid  of  one  man,  by  summer 
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fallowing  other  portions,  and  supplementing  dairying,  pig,  poultry, 
and  fruit  raising,  & c.,  thus  ensuring  some  return. 

There  has  been  no  loss  of  stock  during  the  past  year,  all 
having  wintered  well  as  far  as  known. 

The  general  fruit  crop  for  the  year  has  been  a little  below  the  Horticulture, 
average  for  the  whole  State ; plums,  prunes,  apples  an  average 
crop;  cherries  short  in  Western  Washington;  peaches  almost  a 
failure  in  Eastern  Washington  ; small  fruits  were  a full  crop,  arid 
vegetables  good  all  over  the  State. 

It  is  estimated  that  1,000,000  lbs.  of  dried  and  evaporated 
prunes  have  been  put  up  in  25  lb.  and  50  lb.  boxes  during  the 
season.  The  Alden  dryer  seems  to  be  the  one  most  generally  used 
and  the  simplest.  About  200  tons  of  fresh  fruits,  chiefly  prunes, 
apples,  and  pears  were  shipped  to  eastern  points  in  boxes  of  50  lbs. 
each,  netting  to  the  grower  an  average  of  4s.  per  box.  The  apple 
.supply  hardly  equals  the  local  demand. 

The  “ Burbank”  potato,  grown  chiefly  in  the  Yakima  Valley 
in  Eastern  Washington,  is  superior  to  any  grown  in  the  State, 
of  ’the  finest  quality,  mealy,  solid,  of  fine  grain  and  good  size, 
yielding  very  largely,  average  per  acre  350  bushels  to  400  bushels 
(60  lbs.).  Masters  of  vessels  getting  potatoes  for  their  voyage 
home  have  generally  been  supplied  with  this  variety,  with  a view 
of  testing  its  keeping  qualities.  Reports  are  expected  soon,  giving 
the  result. 

Small  fruits  have  averaged  1 \d.  to  2d.  per  lb.  to  the  grower, 
and  large  fruits  4s.  per  50  lb.  box. 

Freight  rates  for  green  or  fresh  fruits  average  \d.  per  lb.  to 
eastern  points. 

Fruit  prospects  (general)  for  the  coming  year  are  excellent ; 

15,000  acres  are  expected  to  be  planted  between  October  and 
April  (1893-94),  in  addition  to  the  30,000  acres  already  planted. 

The  ground  has  been  thoroughly  saturated  this  winter  with  water, 
so  essential  for  crops  east  of  the  mountains. 

The  cultivation  of  the  sugar  beet  is  attracting  just  now  con- 
siderable attention,  and  a proposition  has  been  made  by  the 
analytical  chemist  at  the  State  Agricultural  Experimental  Station 
at  Pullman,  to  farmers  in  the  several  parts  of  the  State,  to  plant 
an  area  with  sugar  beets  which  he  will  purchase  from  them,  with 
a view  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  yield  per 
given  area,  as  well  as  the  per  cent,  of  saccharine  matter  contained ; 
experiments  so  far  have  been  very  promising,  particularly  in 
Eastern  Washington. 

Orchards  and  gardens  have  been  comparatively  free  from 
insects  and  disease,  although  scale  and  American  blight  (called 
here  woolly  aphis)  made  their  appearance  in  a few  places,  but  are 
being  kept  under  control.  There  are  seven  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  of  the  State  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  whose  duty  it  is  to  promote  all  horticultural  interests  and 
prevent  the  spread  of  disease  and  insect  pests.  The  officers  of 
the  State  Board  of  Horticulture  have  also  inspected  very  carefully 
orchards,  nurseries,  and  yards  all  over  the  State,  and  have  paid 
(1794)  d 2 
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special  attention  to  trees  brought  into  the  State  from  other 
countries  outside,  with  the  result  that  many  trees  have  been 
found  invested  with  blight,  which  were  at  once  ordered  to  be 
cleansed  or  requested  to  be  destroyed.  Frequent  spraying  and 
cleaning  trees  and  every  precaution  to  be  taken  has  been  recom- 
mended to  farmers  and  growers  with  a view  to  stamping  out 
disease  and  blight,  but  until  proper  methods  and  better  laws  are 
enacted  by  the  State  Legislature  only  moral  suasion  can  be  used, 
which  generally  extends  just  as  far  as  personal  interests  are 
concerned. 

The  following  is  recommended  as  a spray  or  wash  to  be  used 
before  the  month  of  March  of  each  year  for  all  fruit  trees  and 
plants  found  to  be  invested  with  San  Jose  scale,  American  blight, 
or  oyster  shell  barklouse,  which  has  been  known  to  destroy  these 
pests.  Formula  for  60  gallons  : unslacked  lime,  40  lbs. ; sulphur 
(powdered),  20 lbs. ; salt,  15  lbs.;  concentrated  lye,  2 lbs.;  water 
to  make  60  gallons. 

From  the  records  of  the  United  States  Land  Office  at  Seattle, 
it  appears  that  during  the  year  1893  there  were  sold  25,046*07  acres 
of  land  at  cash  sale,  mineral  patents,  &c.  There  were 
20,378*51  acres  in  commuted  homesteads.  The  total  purchase 
price  received  was  over  24,277/.  (121,386  dol.).  Fees  and  com- 
missions amounted  to  3,652 Z.  (18,260  dol.).  The  number  of 
homestead  entries  in  1893  were  796,  and  the  number  of  pre- 
emption entries  were  302,  making  a total  of  1,098.  The  number 
of  acres  homesteaded  in  1893  were  109,697*64.  The  number  of 
acres  pre-empted  are  not  given. 


Population  and  Assessment. 

No  census  of  the  State  has  been  taken  during  the  past  year, 
but  there  is  probably  only  a slight  increase  over  that  of  1892. 

The  following  statements  taken  from  the  report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Equalisation  shows : that  the  total  number  of  acres  of 
land,  exclusive  of  town  lots,  is  13,457,664 ; and  the  total  number 
of  acres  of  improved  land  is  2,014,472.  The  valuation  of  lands, 
exclusive  of  improvements,  is  17,505,494/.  (87,527,472  dol.) ; and 
the  valuation  of  improvements,  1,984,080/.  (9,921,403  dol.); 
of  town  property,  exclusive  of  improvements,  20,031,258/. 
(100,156,291  dol.) ; valuation  of  improvements,  5,919,186/. 
(29,595,930  dol.)  ; the  aggregate  valuation  of  all  real  property, 
including  improvements,  except  railway  lines,  is  45,440,018/. 
(227,201,006  dol.).  The  returns  also  show  that  there  are  in  the 
State  171,518  horses,  mules,  and  asses,  valued  at  1,038,597/. 
(5,192,986  dol.) ; 206,372cattle,  valued  at  596,169/.  (2,980,845  dol.)  * 
290,021  sheep,  valued  at  116,008/.  (580,042  dol.);  53,487  swine, 
valued  at  37,442/.  (187,211  dol.) ; and  the  aggregate  of  taxable 
personal  property  amounts  to  8,233,112/.  (41,165,560  dol.)  for  the 
34  counties  of  the  State. 

The  length  of  miles  of  rails  laid  in  the  State  by  the  several 
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railroad  companies  is  over  2,823,  valued  at  2,948,675/. 
(14,743,376  dol.). 

The  total  value  of  real  and  personal  property  including  railroad 
lines  is  56,622,006/.  (283,110,032  dol.) ; and  the  total  amount  of 
State  tax  to  be  paid  is  167,035/.  (835,175  dol.),  making  the  rate 
of  taxation  for  general  State  purposes  for  the  year  1893,  3 mills 
on  the  dollar. 

The  total  balance  on  hand  in  the  several  funds  of  the  State, 
sxcording  to  the  report  of  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  quarter 
-ending  December  31,  1893,  was  50,173/.  (250,866  dol.).  From 
the  abstract  of  the  report  from  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Currency  at  Washington  City,  showing  the  condition  of  all 
national  banks  doing  business  in  the  State  of  Washington  to 
December  19,  1893,  it  appears  that  there  are  59  banks  doing 
business  in  the  State. 

From  a census  bulletin  by  the  Commissioner  of  Labour  it 
appears  that  there  are  in  this  State  1,543  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments. Estimated  as  follows  : — 


Description. 

Number. 

Value. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Value  of  land  .. 

£ 

1,826,786 

Dollars. 

9,133,932 

Buildings  ..  . . 

, , 

728,017 

3,643,086 

Machinery  and  tools  . . 

•• 

3,753,383 

8,766,916 

Capital  invested 

•• 

4,308,786 

21,543,934 

Miscellaneous  expenses 

436,111 

2,180,557 

Average  number  of  employes 

20,366 

Wages  paid  to  employes 

. . 

2,531,723 

1,658,614 

Paid  to  officers,  &c. 

, . 

329,144 

1,646,720 

Cost  of  material  used  . . 

3,983,411 

19,917,057 

Value  of  products 

. . 

8,353,604 

41,768,022 

„ establishments 

6,873,947 

34,369,735 

From  Bradstreet’s  reports  the  number  of  failures  in  the  State  Business 
during  the  year  1893  was  170,  against  172  in  1892;  assets  in  failures 
1893,  450,109/.  (2,250,547  dol.),  against  141,300/.  (706,502  dol.) 
in  1892,  and  liabilities  in  1893,  503,489/.  (2,517,444  dol.),  against 
233,630 /.  (1,168,150  dol.)  in  1892.  It  also  appears  from  the 
record  of  suspensions,  failures,  and  resumptions  of  business  by 
national.  State,  savings  and  private  banks,  and  loan  and  trust  com- 
panies, that  during  the  year  1893  there  were  13  national  bank 
failures  with  estimated  assets,  1,083,000/.  (5,415,000  dol.); 
liabilities,  790,800/.  (3,954,000  dol.) ; 4 State  banks,  assets, 
342,940/.  (1,714,700  dol.);  liabilities,  139,800/.  (699,000  dol.); 

3 savings  banks,  assets,  83,200/.  (416,000  dol.)  ; liabilities, 
49,800/.  (249,000  dol.) ; 4 private  banks,  assets,  118,851/. 
(594,254  dol.) ; liabilities,  99,157/.  (495,784  dol.)  ; 1 loan  and 


52 


UNITED  STATES. 


trust  company,  assets,  60,500/.  (302,500  dol.)  ; liabilities,  58,000/. 
(290,000  dol.),  making  a total  of  25  failures,  &c.,  with  1,688,491/.- 
(8,442,454  dol.)  assets  and  1,137,557/.  (5,687,784  dol.)  liabilities. 
A majority  of  these  banks,  &c.,  have,  however,  made  arrange- 
ments to  commence  business  again  this  coming  year,  and  many  of 
them  have  already  done  so. 


Aids  to  Commerce  and  Navigation. 


Government 

hydrographic 

work. 


Signal 

letters. 


Change  in 
lights,  buoys, 
&c.,  coast  of 
W ashington, 
1893 


The  United  States  Government  have  had  the  coast  survey 
steamer  “ Gedney 39  employed  all  the  season  continuing  the 
triangulating  of  the  Straits  of  Juan  de  Fuca,  preparatory  for  still 
further  extending  the  hydrographic  and  geodetic  surveying  of 
these  waters,  and  good  progress  has  been  made.  It  is  expected 
that  the  vessel  will  continue  the  work  this  season. 

The  branch  hydrographic  office  recently  established  at  Port 
Townsend  by  the  Federal  Government  has  been  of  great  service 
to  mariners  visiting  this  district,  who  get  the  latest  corrections 
for  their  charts  and  other  marine  information  for  all  parts  of  the 
world,  free  of  charge  ; it  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  masters  of 
vessels  do  not  avail  themselves  of  this  privilege,  and  in  return 
furnish  w7hat  data  they  can  of  events  occurring  during  the  voyage 
to  the  United  States  naval  officer  in  charge  of  this  district,  who 
is  ever  ready  to  acknowledge  and  give  due  credit  for  such 
returns. 

These  were  more  fully  explained  in  report  for  1892,  No.  1251, 
pp.  47,  48.  It  may  be  well  again  to  mention  for  the  benefit  of 
masters  bound  with  their  vessels  to  ports  in  Puget  Sound,  many 
of  whom  appear  to  be  still  unaware  of  the  fact,  that  the  Board  of 
Trade,  London,  under  the  direction  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, have  allotted  to  Port  Townsend  in  this  State  the  signal 
letters  “ B,”  “ W,5’  “ S,”  “ Q.” 

The  changes  to  be  noticed  by  masters  entering  Puget  Sound, 
made  during  the  past  year  particularly,  are  the  following,  viz. : — 

Washington  Sound,  a fixed  white  light  established  on  south- 
east end  of  Obstruction  Island. 

Admiralty  inlet  approach,  a red  nun  buoy  established  off  foul 
ground  off  Point  Wilson. 

Admiralty  inlet  approach,  a red  nun  buoy  established  off  foul 
ground  off  Middle  Point. 

Puget  sound,  a second  class  ice  buoy  placed  to  mark,  eastern 
end  of  Decatur  Beef. 

Canal  de  Haro,  Stuart  Island,  fog  signal  established  at  Turn 
Point  Light  Station. 

Canal  de  Haro,  fog  signal  established  at  Patos  Island  Light 
Station. 

A life  saving  station  established  on  west  coast  of  Willapa  Bay. 

Columbia  Biver  entrance.  Peacock  Spit  Buoy  moved  on 
account  of  shifting  of  channel. 

A shoal  is  reported  as  lying  one-eighth  of  a mile  S.E.  of 


Shoals  and 
sunken  rocks. 
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Duncan  Dock,  Cape  Flattery;  also  a rock  lying  three  quarters 
of  a mile  north  of  Middle  Point  Straits  of  Fuca. 

Admiralty  inlet  approach,  a sunken  rock  lie?  half  a mile  off 
shore  and  three  quarters  of  a mile  west  of  Point  Wilson. 

Among  other  projected  improvements  are,  a fog-signal  to  be  Projected  im* 
placed  on  Marrowstone  Point,  Admiralty  inlet;  a better  fog-  Provements’ 
signal  is  intended  for  Point  JMo  Point ; a first  order  light  is  to 
be  built  at  Gray’s  Harbour  with  fog-signal ; a first  order  light  at 
North  Head,  Cape  Disappointment,  has  been  authorised;  a steam 
lightship  and  fog-signal  is  recommended  for  Umatilla  Beef,  and 
estimate  of  16,000/.  (80,000  dol.)  submitted  to  Congress. 

The  hydrographic  office  will  begin  publishing  a monthly 
North  Pacific  pilot  chart,  provided  Congress  makes  the  necessary 
appropriation,  and  ail  advance  sheet,  to  show  the  size  and  scope 
of  the  intended  chart,  was  published  in  December,  1893. 

The  prospects  for  trade  for  the  State  generally,  and  in  Tacoma  General 
and  Seattle  especially,  for  the  present  year  are  not  very  encourag-  outlool5:> 
ing.  Until  capital  is  brought  out  and  used  in  extending 
irrigation,  mining,  agricultural,  and  other  projects  in  Eastern 
Washington  and  manufacturing  industries  in  the  Puget  Sound 

O 

country,  there  will  be  no  radical  improvement  in  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  State.  The  establishing  and  operating  of  flour 
mills,  rolling  mills  for  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel,  glass 
works,  fish  and  fruit  canneries  and  many  other  industries  are  all 
contemplated  by  several  towns,  but  until  some  universal  improve- 
ment takes  place  there  seems  to  be  no  inducement  lor  investment 
of  capital. 

The  following  is  a more  detailed  report  of  the  trade,  commerce, 
and  other  matters  of  interest  of  Tacoma  and  Seattle  separately. 

Valuable  information  and  assistance  for  these  reports  have 
been  afforded  by  Lieutenant  H.  T.  Mayo,  U.S.N.,  at  Port  Town- 
send, to  Mr.  Alexander  Baillie,  of  this  town,  to  Mr.  H.  Fe 
Alciatore  and  to  the  officials  of  these  two  towns. 


General  Remarks . 

Tacoma,  the  second  largest  town  in  the  State,  but  the  chief  General 
export  one,  has  been  affected  by  the  universal  depression  which  remark% 
has  prevailed  during  the  past  year,  and  it  will  take  some  months 
for  business  to  recover,  which  must  be  commenced  in  the  eastern 
cities  of  the  United  States  first,  and  then  make  its  way  westward, 
consequently  no  great  improvement  can  be  looked  for  during  this 
coming  year. 

Both  the  exports  and  imports  show  a great  decrease,  which  is 
most  perceptible  in  the  imports  ; the  low  price  of  wheat  which 
has  prevailed  during  the  past  season  has  mainly  been  the  cause  of 
the  low  value  of  exports,  as  the  quantity  shipped  was  considerably 
in  excess  of  the  previous  year,  1892 ; the  falling-oil  in  imports 
seems  to  be  general,  arising  from  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
business. 
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united  states. 


Decrease  in 
atrances. 


rr  The  wheat  crop,  the  chief  article  of  export,  has  turned  out 
better  than  expected  at  one  time,  but  the  price  has  never  been 
bo  low. 

Freights  by  sailing  ships  to  the  United  Kingdom  were, 
highest,  1/.  15s. ; lowest,  1/. 


Shipping  and  Navigation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nationalities  of 
© 

vessels  which  entered  and  cleared  during  the  past  year : — 

Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tacoma  during 

the  Year  1893. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

1 Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

British  

19 

37,491 

19 

26,279 

38 

63,770 

American 

7 

9,202 

11 

1,228 

18 

10,430 

German  

1 

1,567 

1 

1,567 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

27 

48,260 

30 

27,507 

57 

75,767 

41  ! 

62,854 

34 

15,990 

75 

78,844 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

31 

58,896 

22 

28,391 

53 

87.287 

American  ... 

19 

18,113 

10 

4,380 

29 

22,493 

German  

1 

1,567 

1 

1,567 

Sandwich  Islands ... 

1 

839 

... 

1 

839 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

52 

79,415 

32 

32,771 

84 

112,186 

preceding 

45 

68,597 

29 

17,053 

74 

85,650 

Note. — The  entrances  and  clearances  of  American  vessels  do  not  include  the  domestic  trade. 


The  Annexes  A,  B,  and  C in  this  report  have  been  obtained 
from  the  custom-house  records  at  this  sub-port  through  the 
courtesy  of  J.  C.  Saunders,  Esq.,  collector  of  customs  for  this 
Puget  Sound  district,  and  represent  distinctly  the  foreign  business 
only,  no  domestic  trade  being  taken  account  of. 

The  number  of  British  vessels  entering  the  port  was  17  less 
than  in  1892,  but  the  clearances  show  one  vessel  more  than  in 
that  year.  There  is,  however,  a marked  increase  in  the  registered 
tonnage  of  individual  British  vessels,  some  of  the  largest  ships 
having  visited  this  port  during  the  season. 

The  harbour  master  reports  that  during  the  year  1893,  399 
vessels,  with  a total  of  529,183  registered  tons,  entered  the  sub- 
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port  of  Tacoma,  and  401,  with  a total  of  535,070  registered  tons, 
departed.  The  inward  cargo  tonnage  was  86,969,  and  the  out- 
ward 524,416.  This  does  not  include  the  local  vessels  which  ply 
■up  and  down  Puget  Sound. 


Trade  and  Commerce. 


The  following  tables  show  the  exports  and  imports  for  the 
past  2 years  : — 


Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tacoma 
during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

_ 

Bushels  ... 
Barrels  ... 
Feet 

1 

1893.  1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wheat 

Flour 

Timber 

Fish,  tinned  salmon 
■Other  articles 

Total 

3,481,629 

163,235 

11,500,000 

£ 

448,308 

104,402 

25,268 

39,648 

14,350 

3,177,323 

139,697 

£ 

528,921 

105,333 

8,750 

292 

357 

631,976 

... 

643,633 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tacoma  during  the 
Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity,  j 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

.Free— 

Tea 

Lbs. 

57,484 

1,232 

239,361 

5,297 

Sugar  

1 7 

3,012 

93 

100,800 

624 

(Household  effects 

... 

83 

3,045 

■Other  articles  

757 

3,638 

Total 

1 2,165 

12,604 

Dutiable — 

Sugar  

Lbs. 

728,000 

5,504 

1,588,460 

12,464 

Bice 

,,  ... 

170,550 

399 

240,380 

954 

Flax,  &c 

294 

5,556 

•Cement  

Barrels  ... 

2,159 

*2*800 

805 

Fish 

• •• 

680 

Wine 

17 

*”230 

Other  articles  

295 

1,941 

Total 

... 

9,348 

... 

21,950 

Grand  total 

I •" 

11,513 

34,554 

Note.— Exchange  has  been  reckoned  at  5 dol.  to  the  11. 


Among  the  “other  articles”  in  the  export  table  are  included 
heer,  condensed  milk,  and  ginsing,  amounting  to  probably  13_,600f., 
all  sent  to  Chinese  and  Japanese  ports. 

The  goods  and  merchandise  shipped  through  inbond, of  which  no 
.account  is  taken  in  the  import  table,  for  immediate  transportation 
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Decrease  of 
exports  and 
imports. 

Wheat  and 
flour. 


Trade  with 
China  and 
Japan. 


from  the  Orient  to  other  places  in  the  United  States  of 
America  and  Canada,  estimated  to  be  of  1,089,181/.  value,  were 
brought  over  chiefly  by  the  steamships  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Steamship  Company,  in  addition  to  two  cargoes  of  tea  carried  in 
sailing  vessels  ; these  goods  are  transferred  directly  from  the  holds 
of  the  vessels  to  the  trains,  which  are  run  along  the  wharves,  and 
as  soon  as  made  up  are  started  for  their  destination,  the  utmost 
despatch  being  used  to  get  the  advantage  of  the  markets.  The 
amount  of  merchandise  of  this  class,  on  account  of  the  quick  des- 
patch partly,  has  increased  very  largely  over  1892.  This  port, 
however,  is  not  given  any  credit  for  these  shipments  a3  they  are 
made  “ in  bond  ” to  their  ports  of  destination,  where  the  duties 
are  paid. 

The  exports  show  a falling-off  of  11,657/.  as  compared  with 
1892.  The  imports  show  a decrease  of  23,041/.  as  compared  with 
last  year. 

The  exports  of  wheat  and  flour  show  a considerable  increase 
in  quantity  as  compared  with  1892,  "but  the  low  prices  have  had 
a serious  effect  upon  the  valuation. 

The  exports  of  flour  show  an  increase,  being  163,235  barrels 
in  1893,  as  compared  with  139,697  barrels  in  1892.  The  valua- 
tion, however,  is  almost  1,000/.  less*  With  the  exception  of  one 
cargo  going  to  the  United  Kingdom,  all  the  flour  exported  was 
carried  by  steamship  to  China  and  Japan. 


Exports  from  State  of  Washington  via  Puget  Sound. 


Value. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

£ 

Dollars. 

Wheat  . . 

' Bushels  . . 

3,616,350 

468,031 

107,113 

2,340,156 

Flour  . . 

Barrels  . . : 

172,008 

535,568 

Oats  . . . . 

Bushels 

850,000 

53,200 

266,000 

Salmon  . . . . . . j 

Cases 

42,2,44 

42,300 

211,500 

No  barley  was  exported. 

The  harbour  master,  according  to  bis  statement,  reports  that 
during  the  year  1893  there  were  3,614,673  bushels  of  wheat 
shipped,  approximate  value  437,000/.  (2,185,000  dol.)  ; 173,494 
barrels  of  flour,  valued  approximately  at  108,391/.  (541,957  dol.); 
the  amount  of  timber  shipped  was  over  62,000,000  feet,  estimated 
value  135,530/.  (677,650  dol.)  ; the  coal  shipments  amounted  to 
305,461  tons,  with  an  estimated  value  of  218,775/.  (1,093,875  dol.); 
the  value  of  tinned  salmon  was  27,854/.  (139,370  dol.).  In  addi- 
tion there  was  a large  amount  of  general  merchandise  passed  over 
the  wharves,  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  get  any  approximate 
figures.  These  figures  show  an  increase  in  the  exports  as  com- 
pared with  the  year  1892. 

The  Northern  Pacific  Steamship  Company,  composed  of  the 
steamers  “Tacoma,”  “ Victoria,”  and  “ Mogul,”  perform  a monthly 
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service  between  this  port  and  Hong-Kong,  touching  at  Victoria, 

British  Columbia,  and  various  ports  in  Japan  and  China  each 
way.  This  line  of  steamers,  which  has  been  running  scarcely 
2 years,  is  building  up  considerable  trade  between  the  north-west 
and  Asia,  and  the  flour  business,  their  chief  cargo  westward,  is 
increasing  year  by  year.  This  article  is  exported  principally  to 
Yokohama  and  Hong-Kong,  which  are  distributing  centres  for 
Japan  and  China,  is  manufactured  in  the  States  of  Oregon  and 
Washington,  and  all,  except  that  which  is  made  by  the  local  mills 
here,  is  brought  to  Tacoma  by  rail  and  loaded  direct  into  the 
steamers  from  the  trains. 

Inward  cargoes  by  these  steamers  are  composed  principally  of 
tea,  silk,  sugar,  rice,  matting,  and  curios,  the  bulk  of  which  is 
transported  by  rail  to  the  States,  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and  Canada,  and  with  very  few  exceptions  these  steamers  have  all 
brought  full  cargoes. 

Westward  freights  are  improving,  and  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that 
in  the  near  future  the  present  steamers  running,  whose  aggregate 
net  tonnage  is  5,480  tons,  and  average  speed  11  knots,  will  be 
supplanted  by  larger  and  faster  boats  with  more  frequent  sailings. 

These  steamships  now  carry  the  mails  each  way,  receiving  sea 
pay;  all  the  Oriental  mail  being  sent  by  them,  when  leaving  one 
day  before  the  Pacific  Coast  Mail  steamers  leave  San  Francisco, 
and  when  such  steamers  call  at  Honolulu. 

The  timber  trade  is  represented  by  eight  saw  mills  and  six  Timber; 
shingle  mills,  which  were  in  operation  during  the  year  1893,  and 
the  town  ranks  first  as  a timber  shipping  centre  so  far  as  rail 
shipments  are  concerned,  the  mills  having  furnished  about  one- 
sixth  of  the  total  shipments  made  over  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
way as  follows  : to  transcontinental  points,  timber,  491  truck 

loads;  shingles,  541  truck  loads.  To  Eastern  Washington  points 
(local),  timber,  529  truck  loads  ; shingles,  28  truck  loads.  To 
Union  Pacific  points,  timber,  23  trucks  ; shingles,  108  trucks  ; 
making  a total  of  timber  shipments  1,043  trucks,  and  677  trucks 
with  shingles.  The  weight  of  timber  was  over  31,382,000  lbs., 
and  shingles  16,211,000  lbs.,  having  a minimum  weight  of 
24,000  lbs.  to  the  truck  load.  The  freight  charges  were  about 
343000/.  The  freight  rates  during  the  year  on  timber  to  eastern 
points  seem  to  have  been  decreased  but  raised  on  shingles, 
averaging  in  each  case  about  2.9.  per  100  lbs. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  raft  timber  from  one  of  the  saw  mills 
on  the  coast  down  to  San  Francisco,  but  the  raft  was  broken  to 
pieces  almost  immediately  it  was  taken  outside  the  harbour  by  the 
rough  seas  encountered.  Unsuccessful  attempts  were  subse- 
quently made,  consequently  it  is  doubtful  if  the  experiment  will 
be  repeated. 

The  Puget  Sound  Dry  Dock  Company,  with  their  floating  Dry  dock, 
dock  at  Quartermaster  Harbour,  have  had  49  vessels,  aggregating 
29,516  tons  in  dock  during  the  year,  being  39  steamships  with 
15,919  tons  gross  register,  and  10  sailing  vessels  with  13,597  tons 
net  register,  the  largest  being  the  British  ship  66  Olive  Bank,” 
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.2,647  tons  register.  There  was  also  the  “ Dalgonar,”  of  2,565  tons, 
besides  vessels  of  the  United  States  Government.  An  average 
of  70  men  have  been  employed  during  the  year,  with  a monthly 
pay  roll  averaging  900/. 

The  property  consists  of  the  dock,  approaches,  blacksmith 
shop,  fresh- water  system  and  hotel  accommodations  for  visitors, 
managers,  and  employes. 

The  rates  for  steamers  on  gross  tonnage  was:  — 


Per  Ton. 

From — 

To— 

First  Day. 

Lay  Days. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Cents. 

Cents. 

100 

1,000 

50 

25 

1,000 

2,000 

40 

20 

2,000 

3,000 

30 

20 

3,000  tons  and  upwards,  20  c.  per  ton  per  day. 

The  rates  for  sailing  vessels  on  net  tonnage  was : — 100  tons, 
50  dol.  (10/.)  per  day. 


From — 

To— 

Per  Ton. 

First  Day.  Lay  Days. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

! Dol.  c. 

Cents. 

100 

500 

0 50 

25 

500 

1,000 

0 40 

20 

1,000 

2,000 

400  0* 

20 

Over  2,000 

- 

0 20 

20 

* 80 1. 


Cargoes  charged  for  at  the  same  rate  as  tonnage.  No  charge 
for  ballast.  These  rates  are  probably  the  lowest  on  the  coast. 
Contracts  are  made  when  desired  for  dockage,  scraping,  painting, 
and  any  other  work. 

The  Tacoma  Smelting  and  Refining  Company  produced 
during  the  past  year  about  45,571  bars  of  bullion,  weighing 
4,772,293  lbs.  Of  this  17,852  ozs.  were  gold,  484,949  ozs.  were 
silver,  4,737,674  lbs.  were  lead,  the  total  value  being  about 
182,319/.  (911,595  dol.).  The  bullion  is  shipped  to  the  refinery 
at  San  Francisco,  there  being  no  refinery  in  operation  here.  The 
ore  purchased  during  the  past  year  by  this  company  mined  in  the 
State  of  Washington  was  from  : — 
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From — 

Quantity. 

Ore. 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Okanogan  county 
Stevens  „ . . 

Peshastin  district  , . 

Lbs. 

671,777 

5,853,210 

245,622 

Ozs. 
17  -14 
0 -69 
421  -49 

Ozs. 

47,056-65 

44,573-70 

433-85 

Total  . . 

6,770,609 

439  32 

92,064  -20 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  all  exports  and: 
imports : — 


Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported' 
from  and  Imported  to  Tacoma  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Country. 

Exports. 

1 

Imports. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . . 

430,002 

594,687 

2,500 

20,302 

France  . . , . 

66,190 

# # 

, # 

Mexico  . . , . 

12,859 

Belgium  . . . . 

9,000 

38,016 

, # 

Australia 

5,950 

1,726 

Sandwich  Islands 

1,300 

. , 

China  and  Japan 

105,056 

*180 

5,918 

7,141 

Canada  . . 

1,619 

4,288 

3,095 

6,107 

Other  countries 

•• 

4,736 

•• 

1,004 

Total 

C 31.976 

643,633 

11,513 

34,554 

Note. — The  domestic  trade  and  goods  for  immediate  transportation  are  not 
included  in  this  table. 


Great  Britain  is  credited  with  the  value  of  the  wheat  cargoes 
contained  in  the  large  number  of  vessels  which  clear  for  Queens- 
town or  Falmouth  for  orders.  Many  of  them,  however,  receive 
orders  at  these  ports  of  call  to  proceed  to  continental  ports  to 
discharge,  so  the  actual  value  of  the  exports  to  Great  Britain  will 
probably  be  very  largely  reduced.  Next  to  Great  Britain  in  the 
value  of  wheat  exports  is  France,  to  which  country  also  a cargo 
of  timber  was  shipped,  although  the  largest  export  value  of 
timber  was  made  to  Mexico. 
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Death  rate. 


Diseases. 


Industries. 
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Population  and  Industries . 

Tacoma  has  an  estimated  population  of  54,000  people,  and  at 
the  last  registration  there  were  7,997  names  recorded  having 
legal  votes. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  occurring  during  the  past  year 
was  296,  188  males  and  108  females.  The  death  rate  is  very  low, 
being  about  5-7  per  1,000. 

The  diseases  which  caused  the  greatest  number  of  deaths 
were  consumption,  53 ; heart  disease,  30  ; pneumonia,  19  ; and 
Bright’s  disease,  13;  a total  of  115.  Seven  cases  of  small-pox, 
all  of  which  were  brought  in  from  outside,  occurred  in  the  town, 
four  of  which  proved  fatal.  Precautionary  measures  were 
adopted,  and  in  no  single  instance  was  the  disease  communicated 
to  a second  person. 

There  were  780  births  reported,  412  being  males  and  368 
females.  On  account  of  the  failure  and  negligence  of  some 
physicians  and  other  persons  to  comply  with  the  ordinances 
relating  to  this  subject  these  returns  are  very  incomplete.  The 
report  of  deaths,  however,  is  quite  complete,  as  a burial  permit 
cannot  be  obtained  until  a death  certificate  has  been  filed  at  the 
office  of  the  health  officer.  The  health  officer  reports  that  many 
notices  have  been  served  on  householders  to  abate  nuisances  and 
attend  to  sewers,  &c.,  which  have  generally  been  complied  with, 
followed  with  satisfactory  results,  and  considering  the  size  cf  the 
town  and  its  rapid  growth,  its  sanitary  condition  is  on  the  whole 
good,  still  leaving  room  for  many  improvements.  By  order  of 
the  health  officer  five  horses  suffering  from  glanders  were  con- 
demned and  destroyed,  thus  preventing  this  disease  spreading 
and  becoming  epidemic. 

The  Puget  Sound  flouring  mill  has  had  a very  good  year,  the 
product  being  valued  at  about  250,000/.  (1,250,000  dol.),  most  of 
which  has  been  exported  to  China  and  Japan.  The  Puget 
Sound  Fishing  Company  have  caught  and  disposed  of  about 
1,616,800  lbs.  of  fish  during  the  past  year,  including  650,640  lbs. 
of  halibut,  560,600  lbs.  of  salmon,  and  405,500  lbs.  of  small  fish, 
of  a total  value  estimated  at  about  21,631  Z.  (108,155  dol.). 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  value  of  Tacoma’s  industries  is 
estimated  to  be  about  1,390,200/.  (6,951,000  dob),  and  the  whole- 
sale and  retail  trade  about  2,021,860/.  (10,109,300  dol.). 

From  a census  bulletin,  by  the  Commissioner  of  Labour,  of 
manufactures  in  165  principal  cities  of  the  United  States,  having 
a population  of  20,000  or  over,  the  report  for  this  town  shows 
that  the  number  of  manufacturing  establishments  is  225. 
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Description. 


Value  of  hired  property 

Land 

Buildings 

Machinery  and  tools 
Raw  material  . 

Products  on  hand 
Cash,  bills,  and  accounts 

Aggregate  capital  invested 

Rent  paid 

Taxes,  internal  revenue,  &c. 

Insurance 

Repairs 

Interest  on  cash 
Sundry  expenses 

Aggregate  expenses 

Average  number  of  employes 
Total  wages  paid  employes  . . 
Officers,  firm  members,  and  clerk 
Salaries  drawn  by  them 
Total  coit  of  materials  used.. 

„ value  of  products 


j Number. 

Amount. 

£ 

106,890 
55  g379 
125,807 
313,065 
116,967 
102,508 

I 

230,712 

1,552,328 

.. 

14,530 

, , 

15,064 

•• 

7,983 

. . 

12,728 

’ I ’* 

13,003 

29,625 

• 1 

92,933 

4,067 

• • 

656,164 

397 

. . 

. • • 

1 09,439 

t • . 

; 1,034,331 

• 

2,086,591 

Public  Works. 

During  the  past  year  6f  miles  of  streets  were  graded.  There  Public  works 
was  over  \ mile  of  bituminous  rock  pavement  laid,  costing Street  im" 
13,990/.  (69,950  dol.)  in  addition  to  1,085  lineal  feet  of  plank  pr°' emen 
pavement  costing  567/.  (2,835  dol.). 

Three  trestle  wooden  bridges  were  built  in  the  town  during 
this  period,  the  total  length  being  1,655  feet,  and  the  total  cost 
3,328/,  (16,640  dob).  They  spanned  gulches,  and  are  from 
160  feet  to  175  feet  high.  The  Northern  Pacific  Kail  way  Com- 
pany have  completed  a new  iron  bridge  within  the  town  with 
stone  piers  at  a cost  of  30,000/.,  and  an  iron  subway  with  stone 
abutments  at  a cost  of  5,000/. 

There  were  about  4^  miles  of  sewers  laid  during  the  past 
year  at  an  expenditure  of  about  6,044/.  (30,220/.  dob).  Tile 
pipes  from  8 inches  to  10  inches  in  diameter  being  mostly  used. 

There  are  in  all  54*63  miles  of  sewers,  which  cost  81,958/. 

(409,790  dob). 

The  acquisition  by  the  town  of  the  light  and  water  works  cost 
350,000/.  (1,750,000  dob),  and  extensions  to  a new  source  of  supply 
sufficient  to  bring  into  the  town  10,000,000  gallons  of  water  per 
diem  by  gravity  are  to  be  made  immediately,  for  which  the  sum 
of  66,000/.  (330,000  dol.)  is  available.  The  town  being  bonded 
for  these  amounts,  the  bonds  running  for  20  years  at  5 per  cent. 

The  revenues  derived  from  this  source  have  been  sufficient  to  pay 
operating  expenses,  interest,  repairs,  and  maintenance,  and 
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condition. 


produces  a net  income  of  about  700/.  (3,500  dol.),  which  is  being; 
used  in  the  extension  of  the  distributing  system. 

The  total  expenses  connected  with  the  Fire  Department  during- 
the  past  year  were  14,420/.  (72,104  dol.),  of  which  amount 
12,043/.  (60,216  dol.)  were  expended  in  wages. 

Almost  400  permits  for  new  buildings  have  been  issued,  the 
estimated  cost  being  about  115,526/.  (577,630  dol.  ) ; the  Pierce 
County  Court  House,  Chamber  of  Commerce  Building,  the 
Town  Hall,  and  the  Jewish  Synagogue,  &c.,  being  the  principal, 
ones  completed  during  the  past  year. 

There  are  now  a total  of  16  banks  in  the  town  (5  National,, 
3 State,  6 Savings,  and  2 branches  of  foreign  banks).  On 
account  of  the  general  uneasiness  the  deposits  have  decreased 
during  the  past  year  fully  one  half,  and  the  bank  clearances- 
during  this  time  have  been  7,124,492/.  (35,622,462  dol.),  being 
very  much  less  than  the  previous  year,  but  better  than  antici- 
pated. Business  has  been  very  much  depressed,  with  very  little 
sign  of  improvement. 

The  equalised  valuation  of  property  in  Pierce  county,  accord- 
ing to  the  county  assessment  rolls  for  1893,  was  9,175,600/. 
(45,878,000  dol.).  The  tax  levy  within  the  town  was  13*8  mills 
on  the  dollar,  and  outside  the  town  limits  12*7  mills. 

The  assessed  valuation  of  the  town  property  for  18931 
according  to  official  statement  is  8,310,688/.  (41,553,440  dol.)  as 
compared  with  8,614,829/.  (43,074,147  dol.)  for  1892.  The  tax 
levy  for  1893  is  10  mills  against  12  mills  on  the  dollar  on  1892. 
Assessment  roll  is  83,247/. 

The  following  is  a*  statement  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  town* 
of  Tacoma  on  January  1,  1894  : — 
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£ 


On  warrants  — 
General 
Sewer . . 
Road  .. 

City  Hall 


186,897 

4 


11,274 


Deduct — 

Cash  in  general  fund 
Tax  certificates 
Uncollected  assessment  roll, 


1892 

Roll  1893  .. 


84,815 

914 

1,778 

23,673 


Add- 

Estimated  for  interest 

On  bonds — 

Funded  Debt. . 

City  Hall 

Deduct  — 

Cash  in  sinking  fund 
Investment  account . . 


70,000 

40,000 


3 

4,278 


Amount. 


£ 


198,217 


111,180 

87,037 

10,000 


110,000 


4,281 


Water  and  light  bonds,  dated 
June  1,  1893 . . 


£ 


97,037 


105,719 

416,000 


The  city  oF  Tacoma  has  no  street  or  sewer  improvement 
bonds.  These  warrants  issued  for  street  and  sewer  improvements 
are  not  treated  as  indebtedness  of  the  town,  the  assessments 
against  the  property  benefited  by  such  improvements  are 
expected  to  pay  the  sum  of  the  warrants  issued  in  payment  of 
improvements.  The  assessed  valuation  of  the  property  in  the 
town  for  1894  is  7,655,910/.  (38,279,549  dol.).  The  assessment 
roll  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Treasurer  for  collection  at  5 mills 
is  38,279/.  (191,397  dol.). 

The  Harbour-master  collected  from  the  various  vessels  which 
used  the  buoys  in  the  harbour  during  the  past  year,  the  sum  of 
100/.  in  round  numbers,  which  was  turned  over  to  the  town  as 
revenue. 


Seattle. 

General  Remarks. 

Seattle,  the  chief  town  in  the  State  of  Washington,  is 
situated  in  King  county,  on  the  east  side  of  Puget  Sound,  having 
an  area  of  31  square  miles  with  57  acres  of  public  parks.  The 
(1794)  E 
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wharves,  warehouses,  railways,  mills,  shops,  factories,  wholesale 
houses,  fisheries,  timber  yards,  &c .,  occupy  the  low  lands  on  the 
water  front  ; while  the  retail  shops,  hotels,  schools,  churches, 
public  buildings  and  residences  built  upon  the  slopes  and  high* 
lands  extending  from  the  tide-water,  give  the  town  a very  fine 
appearance  on  approaching  it  either  by  land  or  water. 

Here  the  Federal  Government  have  the  United  States  Dis- 
trict and  Circuit  Courts,  United  States  Land  Office,  Custom- 
house, Weather  Observance  and  Signal  Service  offices,  Internal 
Revenue  office,  United  States  Depository,  Office  of  the  Geo- 
logical Survey,  two  Commissioners,  and  a United  States 
Recruiting  Station. 

This  town  has  also  been  affected  by  the  universal  depression 
which  has  prevailed  during  the  past  year,  and  has  caused  a very 
great  decrease  in  the  volume  of  business  done  here,  the  result 
being  apparent  in  almost  every  branch  of  trade  and  line  of 
business. 

The  United  States  Signal  Service  and  Weather  Department, 
-as  well  as  the  State  Weather  Service,  each  happen  to  be  operated 
from  this  town,  a great  benefit  to  commerce  and  shipping  gene- 
rally, as  all  weather  observations  are  displayed  from  thei** 
respective  stations ; reports  from  other  stations  being  received 
three  times  daily. 


Shipping  and  Navigation . 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nationality  of 
vessels  which  entered  and  cleared  during  the  past  year  : — 

Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Seattle  during 

the  Year  1893. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

British  

9 

4,509 

8 

2,807 

120,793 

11 

7,316 

American  

25 

11,745 

92 

117 

132,538 

Sandwich  Islands ... 

1 

2,027 

1 

2,027 

Swedish  

1 

1,726 

1 

1.726 

Norwegian 

1 

818 

1 

818 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

31 

20,825 

100 

123,600 

131 

144,425 

5 

6,990 

. 

4 

781 

9 

7 771 
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Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

I 

2,334 

10 

4,965 

11 

7,299 

American 

24 

8,454 

45 

17,601 

69 

26,055 

Hawaiian  Islands ... 

1 

2,027 

1 

2,027 

German  

1 

1,726 

1 

1,726 

Norwegian 

1 

818 

l 

818 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

28 

15,359 

55 

22,566 

83 

37,925 

preceding 

4 

7,665 

7 

3,854 

11 

11,519 

Note. — The  entrances  and  clearances  of  American  vessels  do  not  include  the  domestic  trade. 


The  annexes  “A,”  “ B ” and  “C”  in  this  report  have  been 
obtained  from  the  custom-house  records  at  this  sub-port  through 
the  courtesy  of  J.  C.  Saunders,  Esq.,  collector  of  customs  for 
this  Puget  Sound  district,  and  represent  distinctly  the  foreign 
business  only,  no  domestic  trade  being  taken  account  of. 

The  number  of  vessels  clearing  and  entering  from  the  port  Increase  of 
was  very  much  greater  than  in  1892,  all  in  that  year  being 
British  vessels.  The  report  of  the  Harbour-master  shows  that 
for  the  past  year  168  steamships  with  a total  tonnage  of  235,847, 
and  119  sailing  vessels  with  a total  tonnage  of  102,425,  making 
a total  of  287  vessels  of  338,272  tons,  called  at  this  sub-port ; 
being  a decrease  from  the  previous  year  of  73  vessels  with 
57,476  tonnage. 

Also  that  improvements  in  harbour  facilities  during  the  past  Harbour  im- 
year  have  been  the  placing  of  three  additional  buoys  in  the  proyements. 
harbour  for  the  mooring  of  vessels  while  in  port,  and  the  exten- 
sion of  wharves,  docks,  &c.,  and  other  improvement^  are  still 
further  contemplated  for  the  accommodation  of  the  trans-Pacific 
and  ocean  steamers  now  calling  here. 


Trade  and  Commerce . 

The  following  tables  show  the  exports  and  imports  for  the 
past  two  years  : — 


Decrease  of 
exports  and 
imports. 
Wheat  and 
flour. 


6G  UNITED  STATES. 

Annex  B. — 'Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Seattle 
during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Wheat  . . , . 

Wood  , . . . 

Coal 

Cement 

Other  articles 

Bushels  . . 

Feet 

Tons 

Barrels  . . 

272,300 

5,280,000 

1,146 

2,452 

£ 

32,000 

9,000 

725 

1,080 

3,522 

340,678 

£ 

67,465 

1,971 

204 

17,669 

Total  .. 

•• 

•• 

46,327 

•• 

87,309 

Beturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Seattle  during  the 
Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

£ 

£ 

Free. 

Tea 

Lbs.  . . 

2,741 

133 

14,166 

3,661 

Other  articles 

•• 

1,740 

•• 

12,392 

Total 

.. 

• • 

1,873 

•• 

16,053 

Dutiable. 

Sugar 

Lbs. 

4,156,000 

667,000 

15,000 

2,065,000 

16,833 

Rice 

»i  • • 

1,800 

516,-00 

1,867 

Cement 

n • • 

3,440,000 

2,050 

5,250,000 

3,845 

Other  articles 

•• 

10,000 

•• 

5,083 

Total  . . 

• • 

•• 

28,850 

•• 

27,628. 

Total  free  and 

dutiable 

• • 

• • 

30,723 

• • 

43,681 

Note. — The  1Z.  has  been  reckoned  at  5 dol. 


No  account  in  these  tables  is  taken  of  the  goods  and 
merchandise  shipped  through  in  bond  for  immediate: 
transportation. 

The  exports  show  a falling-off  of  40,982/.  as  compared  with 
1892  and  the  imports  show  a decrease  of  12,9o8Z.. 

The  exports  of  wheat  show  a large  decrease  in  both  quantity 
and  value  as  compared  with  1892 ; while  no  quantity  of  flour 
has  been  exported  during  the  past  year. 
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The  export  of  coals  to  British  Columbia  has  increased  to  Coal, 
almost  500/.  over  1892. 

The  timber  trade  is  represented  in  this  town  by  about  12  Timber, 
saw  mills,  with  others  immediately  tributary  to  it,  most  of  which 
have  been  in  operation  during  the  year  1893 ; producing  over 
96,000,000  feet  of  timber.  The  large  saw  mill  at  Port  Blakeley, 
just  across  Puget  Sound  in  Kitsap  county,  may,  in  a measure, 
be  considered  tributary  to  this  sub-port,  which  produced  during 
the  same  period  over  82,000,000  feet,  of  an  average  value  of  21. 
per  1,000  feet.  The  shingle  mills  in  this  county  (King)  made 
over  486,000,000  shingles,  estimated  value  about  130,231/. 
(651,157  do!.).  The  cargo  exports,  foreign,  of  timber  from  this 
port  show  an  increase  during  the  year  of  over  7,000/. 

There  were  shipped  during  the  past  year  from  this  town  to  Fish, 
eastern  markets  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  and  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  an  average  of  over  50  truck  loads  of  fish, 
being  about  1,000,000  lbs.  of  fish  per  month ; the  Northern 
Pacific  alone  carrying  66  tons  from  July  to  December,  1893. 

There  were  also  put  up  here  35,000  cases  of  tinned  salmon,  valued 
at  about  28,000/.  (140,000  dol.). 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  all  exports  and 
imports : — 


Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Seattle  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

Great  Britain  . . 

£ 

32,000 

£ 

82,083 

£ 

7,600 

£ 

9,050 

Canada  . . 

5,327 

203 

2,523 

33,524 

Australia 

4,000 

# , 

t . 

China  and  Japan 

2,000 

309 

20,000 

904 

Sandwich  Islands 

2,000 

1,000 

, , 

, , 

• « 

South  Africa  . . 

, 9 

. . 

t 0 

Belgium 

. . 

. . 

500 

. « 

Other  couni ries 

•• 

4,714 

100 

203 

Total 

46,327 

87,309 

30,723 

43,681 

In  comparing  the  past  year  1893  with  1892  it  must  be  noted 
in  the  foregoing  table,  that  in  1892  Hong-Kong  merchandise  was 
included  in  that  of  Great  Britain  ; in  1893  this  port  is  included 
under  China  and  Japan,  and  it  has  been  attempted  to  give  the 
estimated  values  of  all  the  imports  from  China  and  Japan  whether 
they  came  over  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Company’s  steamships 
via  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  or  by  the  Northern  Pacific 
Steamship  Company’s  steamships  via  Tacoma  to  this  port,  which 
will  account  for  the  enormous  decrease  in  imports  from  Canada 
for  1893. 
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The  report  of  the  Harbour-master  also  shows  that  merchandise 
to  the  value  of  11,237/.  (56,188  dol.)  was  imported,  and  51,607/. 
(258,034  dol.)  was  exported ; the  former  being  a decrease  from 
last  year  of  over  2,000/.,  but  the  latter  an  increase  of  over  9,900/. 
Over  44,000,000  feet  of  timber  were  exported,  being  a decrease 
of  over  25,000,000  feet  compared  with  1892.  These  figures- 
include  the  domestic  trade,  which  can  really  only  be  estimated, 
especially  as  regards  the  values. 

Population  and  Industry. 

Seattle  has  a population  of  60,000,  and  at  the  last  registration' 
there  were  10,000  names  recorded  having  legal  votes. 

There  were  661  birth  reports,  of  which  363  were  males,  296< 
females,  and  2 sex  not  stated.  There  were  53  still-birtlis 

reported.  The  returns  are  not  very  complete. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  occurring  during  the  year  was 
485,  293  being  males  and  192  females,  the  death-rate  being 
8*08  per  1,000.  This  low  death-rate  is  due  to  the  absence  of 
epidemics  and  to  the  comparative  infrequency  of  fatal  infectious 
diseases. 

Small-pox,  which  was  brought  here  in  the  autumn  of  1892r 
continued  to  appear  during  January  and  February,  1893,  there 
having  been  25  cases  discovered  during  those  months,  which, 
with  three  other  cases  later  in  the  year,  made  a total  of  28  new 
cases  during  the  year,  with  11  deaths  ; but  the  prompt  efforts  of 
the  department  prevented  its  spread,  and  were  successful  in 
standing  off  the  disease.  There  were  67  cases  of  typhoid  fever 
with  19  deaths,  these  deaths  and  cases  resulted  from  the  failure 
of  physicians  to  report  as  required  by  law ; in  all  cases  reported, 
premises  were  immediately  inspected  by  the  health  officer  and 
in  most  cases  it  was  found  that  the  plumbing  was  defective. 
One  death  was  attributed  to  membraneous  croup,  but  none  to 
whooping  cough.  Several  cases  of  measles  occurred  between  the 
months  of  March  and  July.  Influenza  (la  grippe)  made  its 
appearance  during  the  autumn,  and  more  than  a quarter  of  the 
deaths  of  December  are  from  this  cause. 


Causes. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Zymotic  diseases 

55 

42 

97 

Constitutional  diseases. . 

48 

42 

90 

Development  diseases  . . , , 

27 

30 

57 

Local  diseases  . . 

116 

69 

185 

Accidents  and  violence 

46 

8 

54 

Unknown 

1 

1 

2 

Total,  all  causes 

293 

192 

485 
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The  health  officer  reports  that  there  were  113  houses  connected 
with  sewers  during  the  year,  and  227  sewer  inspections,  and  a 
total  of  1,037  causes  of  nuisance  inspected  and  ordered  abated  by 
notices  served  by  this  department. 

The  inspection  of  the  public  and  private  schools  has  shown 
them  to  be  generally  in  a sanitary  condition.  The  market 
inspector’s  report  for  the  year  shows  that  19,700  gallons  of  milk 
were  inspected,  out  of  which  403  gallons  were  condemned,  besides 
a large  amount  of  fruits,  vegetables,  fish,  and  pork.  The 
inspection  of  milk  used  in  the  town  is  most  important,  as  large 
numbers  of  infants  are  nourished  by  cows’  milk.  In  a recent 
opinion  the  Corporation  Counsel  maintained  that  the  only  persons 
the  town  was  legally  bound  to  take  care  of  were  those  afflicted 
with  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health  and  prisoners 
confined  in  the  town  jail;  and  the  health  officer  consequently 
refuses  hospital  care  to  sick  and  injured  persons,  except  in  the 
cases  above-mentioned,  thus  saving  an  average  cost  to  the  town 
of  50/.  (250  dol.)  per  month.  At  present  the  indigent  sick  are 
taken  care  of  by  the  County  Commissioners. 

From  the  report  of  the  “ Observer  ” of  the  United  States  Climate.’ 
Weather  Bureau,  the  meteorological  conditions  during  the  year 
1893  were  as  follows  : — 

Temperature,  monthly  mean,  50  degrees,  the  highest  being 
69  degrees  and  the  lowest  30  degrees.  For  the  same  period  the 
monthly  rainfall  was  3*76. 

The  monthly  snow  fall  4-2. 

According  to  the  assessors  census,  the  population  of  the  town  Education  r 
in  1893  was  62,000.  The  total  school  population  from  5 to  21  Public 
years  of  age  was:  males,  4,770;  females,  5,095;  total,  9,865.  scll0#lsL 
The  average  number  belonging  in  1893  was  5,080.  The  average 
daily  attendance  was  4,715.  There  were  131  teachers  and  4 
supervisors. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  of  the  town  was  8,760,5437 
(43,802,716  dol.) ; the  total  value  of  school  property  waa 
131,2407  (656,200  dob).  The  total  assessed  valuation  per  capita 
of  school  population  was  8887  (4,440  dol.). 

The  cost  of  supervision  and  teaching  per  capita  was  77,  being 
about  Qd.  (12f  c.)  per  diem ; total  cost,  24,512 7 (122,560  dol.). 

The  cost  of  total  expenditures  per  capita  was  almost  107. 

(50  dol.);  total  expenditures,  not  permanent,  were  32,704/. 

(163,521  dol.).  The  average  salary  paid  teachers  per  annum  was 
1557  below  the  high  school,  and  2407  in  the  high  school.  The 
average  salary  paid  principals  of  the  district  was  316/.  The 
average  salary  paid  the  town  superintendent  of  schools  was 
6007  (3,000  dol.). 

The  total  receipts  for  the  year  1893  were  49,312/.  (246,565  dol.),. 
of  which  amount  47,6927  (238,462  dol.)  were  from  taxes,  1,5517 
(7,755  dol.)  proportion  of  State  funds  by  county  superintendent, 
and  69/.  (347  dol.)  were  from  other  sources.  The  total  disburse- 
ments for  the  year  were  60,5087  (302,541  dol.). 

The  State  University  is  at  present  situated  within  the  town,  The  Stater 
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but  320  acres  have  been  secured  in  the  suburbs  fronting  on  Lakes 
Union  and  Washington,  and  34,000/.  have  been  appropriated  by 
the  legislature  for  buildings  ; besides  100,000  acres  of  State  lands 
have  been  granted  to  the  University,  from  which  300,000/.  are 
expected  to  be  derived.  The  Episcopalians,  Roman  Catholics, 
and  other  religious  organisations  have  educational  institutions  in 
the  town,  in  addition  to  other  private  boarding  schools,  schools  of 
art,  business  colleges,  and  kindergartens. 


j Public  Works. 

Building  operations  during  the  past  year  have  been  affected 
by  the  general  stagnation  in  business  ; still  1,335  permits  were 
issued  for  buildings  and  repair  work  in  Seattle,  amounting  to 
222,000/.  (1,112,559  dob). 

The  total  length  of  streets  improved  in  the  town  on  J anuary  1, 
1893,  was  90T5  miles. 

The  total  length  of  streets  improved  in  the  town  during  1893 
was  6*97  miles. 

There  has  been  6,400/.  (32,000  dol.)  expended  in  labour  on 
the  streets  during  the  past  year,  in  addition  to  2,600/.  (13,000  dol.) 
expended  in  materials,  &c.,  for  repairs,  making  a total  expenditure 
for  all  purposes  upon  streets  during  the  past  year  of  9,000/. 
(45,000  dol.j. 

In  the  sewer  department  almost  4,000/.  (20,000  dol.)  were 
expended  in  labour  (partly  in  constructing  new  connecting 
sewers),  in  addition  to  1,500/.  (7,600  dol.)  for  materials,  pipe, 
brick,  lime,  cement,  &c .,  making  a total  expenditure  for  all 
purposes  upon  the  general  sewers  of  the  town  of  5,500/. 
(27,600  dol.). 

The  daily  average  consumption  of  water  during  the  year  has 
been  4,892,615  gallons,  being  a per  capita  average  of  122  gallons 
daily.  There  are  three  pumping  stations  situated  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  taking  the  supply  from  Lake  Washington. 
The  receipts  from  water  tax  (rent)  during  the  past  year  were 
29,150/.  (145,739  dol.),  being  an  increase  over  1892  of  above 
1,600/.,  although  a reduction  in  metre  rates  of  over  10  per  cent, 
had  been  made,  and  no  charge  made  for  irrigation.  The  operating 
expenses  for  1893  were  12,140/.  (60,712  dol.),  an  increase  over 
1892  of  about  1,600/.  (8,000  dol.),  due  partly  to  the  increased 
price  of  coal.  The  statement  in  the  report  shows  that  there  were 
receipts  from  consumers,  29,150/. ; for  water  to  town  (receipts;, 
6,540/.;  total  receipts,  35,690/.  The  operating  expenses  were 
12,140/.,  thus  showing  a gain  of  23,550 /.  The  balance-sheet 

shows  resources  to  be  159,580/.,  and  liabilities,  203,000/. 

A census  of  factories,  taken  by  the  Commissioner  of  Labour, 
from  a census  bulletin  of  manufactures  in  165  principal  cities  of 
the  United  States,  having  a population  of  20,000  or  over,  the 
report  for  this  town  shows  that  there  are  331  manufacturing 
establishments.  Estimated: — 
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Description. 

Number. 

Amount. 

Yalue  of  hired  property  .. 

£ 

209,287 

Land 

125,650 

Buildings  . . 

136,547 

Machinery  and  tools 

286,070 

Raw  materials 

92,392 

Products  on  hand  . . 

130,191 

Cash,  b'lls,  and  accounts  . . . . 

180,808 

Aggregate  capital  invested 

1,160,945 

Rent  paid  . . 

26,223 

Taxes,  internal  revenue,  &e. 

17,671 

Insurance  . . 

10,273 

Repairs,  &c. 

6,041 

Paid  to  contractors  . . 

. . 

1,060 

Interest  on  cash  . . 

' 

8,401 

Sundry  expenses  . . 

• • 

29,340 

Aggregate  expenses 

! " _ . 

99,009 

Average  number  of  employes 

4,048 

Total  wages  paid  employes 

681,104 

Officers,  firm  members,  and  clerks 

2*75 

Salaries  drawn  by  them  . . 

63,982 

Total  cost  of  materials  used 

955,677 

„ value  of  products  . . 

2,040,601 

The  total  cost  of  maintaining  this  department  for  the  year  Fire 
1893  was  as  follows: — 18,800/.  (94,287  dol.);  of  which  amount  DePartnlent* 
14,500/.  went  towards  salaries ; 2,300/.  for  current  expenses ; 

1,600/.  for  new  equipment,  and  400/.  for  rent  of  ground,  insurance, 

&c.  The  department  has  responded  to  197  alarms  during  the 
past  year.  The  total  loss  for  the  year  was  16,802/.  (84,000  dol.), 
with  insurance  involved  amounting  to  278,116/.  (1,390,580  dol.). 

One  new  engine  company  has  been  organised  during  the  past  year 
and  one  new  hose  company.  The  force  now  consists  of  76  men 
and  35  horses  in  addition  to  the  engines,  &c.  19  hydrants  have 

been  put  in  during  the  past  year,  making  a total  of  485. 

This  force,  in  its  various  departments,  consists  of  62  persons.  Police 
The  total  number  of  arrests  made  during  the  past  year  was  4,590  ; Department, 
of  which  3,112  were  males  and  1,478  females.  The  total  amount 
received  for  bail  and  fines  for  the  year  1893  was  4,476/. ; and  the 
value  of  money  found  on  the  persons  arrested  was  1,861/.  The 
total  cost  for  13,784  meals  was  about  469/.  Property  to  the 
amount  of  2,534/.  was  reported  stolen  and  1,234/.  recovered. 

The  cost  and  expense  of  this  department  during  the  year  1893 
was  12,846/.,  and  the  total  value  of  all  property  in  this  department 
was  2,546/. 

The  cost  of  this  department  for  the  past  year  for  books,  Public  library, 
magazines,  rent,  salaries,  insurance,  &c.,  amounts  to  2,008/.  The 
number  of  books  now  in  the  library  is  11,048,  of  which  an  average 
of  321  were  taken  out  daily.  These  books  embrace  useful  and 
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standard  philosophical,  historical,  literary,  scientific  and  art  works. 
More  commodious  and  large  quarters  are  expected  to  be  procured 
very  soon. 

The  post  office  receipts  during  the  year  1893  amounted  to 
20,2004  (101,151  dol.). 

The  total  assessed  valuation  of  the  town  for  the  year  1893> 
was  8,760,1434  (43,802,716  dol.).  The  tax  rate  under  the  old 
limits  was  13  mills  on  the  dollar,  under  the  new  limit  10  7 ; the 
total  rate  on  property,  including  county  and  town  rate  within  the 
limits  of  the  town,  under  the  old  limits  was  28  8,  and  the  same 
under  the  new  limits  was  26’5.  The  actual  indebtedness  of  the 
town  upon  all  accounts,  according  to  the  official  statement  on 
January  1,  1894,  was:  — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

£ 

Dollars. 

Floating  indebtedness  .. 

129,889 

649,446 

Bonded  „ 

•• 

582,000 

2,9  i 0,000 

Total  .. 

•* 

711,889 

3,559,446 

The  amount  of  interest  paid  and  incurred  by  the  town  during 
the  past  year  was  36,488/.  (182,444  del.) ; as  the  floating  in- 
debtedness is  now  funded  into  interest  bearing  5 per  cent,  bonds, 
the  actual  total  annual  interest  to  be  met  by  the  town  is  35,5204 
(177,600  dol.). 

The  receipts  from  : — 


Amount. 

Licenses,  fines,  &c.,  amount  to 

£ 

20,366 

Taxes  . . . . . . . . . . .. 

93,873 

Bonds  (sewer  and  drainage,  1893)  . . 

46,060 

Revenue  from  waterworks,  &c. 

29  646 

Miscellaneous . . 

35,638 

Total 

225,583 

A statement  of  the  bank  clearances  in  this  town  for  the  past 
year  prepared  by  the  Manager  of  the  Seattle  Clearing-house, 
shows  that  the  total  amount  was  8,029,5254  (40,147,624  dol.)  ; 
September  being  the  worst  month.  There  were  no  bank  failures 
during  the  past  year,  although  some  large  business  houses  went 
into  liquidation  and  had  receivers  appointed  until  their  affairs 
could  be  adjusted.  Some  eastern  capital  is  already  seeking 
investment  in  Seattle,  which  town  will  probably  be  the  first  to 
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feel  the  change  for  the  better.  It  has  held  its  position  wonder- 
fully all  through  the  financial  crisis. 


Port  Townsend. 

The  extensive  failuresin  Australia,  principal  market  for  lumber,  Trade  and 
the  chief  product  of  this  district,  and  the  financial  stringency  shlPPin£* 
in  the  money  markets  of  the  United  States  has  intensified  the 
depression  in  trade  and  shipping  referred  to  in  my  previous  report. 

Outside  of  special  orders,  shipments  to  Australia  are  practically 
nil  ; several  cargoes  of  lumber  have  gone  forward  to  South  Africa, 
as  also  Calcutta,  which  ports  were  only  within  this  last  few  years 
added  to  the  list  of  importers  of  Puget  Sound  lumber. 


I 


To— 

Per  1,000  Feet. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Sydney 

£ s.  d. 

1 10  0 

£ s.  d. 
1 7 6 

Melbourne,  Port  Pirie,  Adelaide . . 

2 0 0 

1 1 15  0 

Calcutta  . . . . . . 

2 10  0 

2 10  0 

China 

2 2 6 

2 0 0 

Africa,  East  London 

300  ; 

2 15  0 

West  Coast,  South  America 

2 0 0 

1 15  0 

United  Kingdom  . . 

i 

3 0 0 

2 7 6 

Freight*. 


The  new  tariff  mentioned  in  last  report  has  been  maintained  Towage, 
with  excellent  service  by  the  Puget  Sound  Tug-Boat  Company  of 
this  city,  giving  entire  satisfaction  to  shipmasters. 

Has  been  permanently  established  here  with  office  in  custom-  Hydro- 
house ; partial  arrangements  have  been  made  for  having  time  graphic 
ball,  which  will  be  a further  benefit  to  shipping.  office- 

The  United  States  steamer  “ Iroquois”  has  been  dismantled  Quarantine, 
and  is  now  stationed  at  this  harbour,  a floating  hospital  for  con- 
tagious diseases.  The  quarantine  station  at  Diamond  Point 
(outside  entrance  to  this  port)  has  been  finished,  and  is  now  in 
charge  of  a quarantine  officer. 

The  iron  ship-building  yard  at  Everett  has  its  first  vessel,  a Shipbuilding, 
steel  whaleback  steamer  for  coasting  coal  trade,  in  frame  and 
plated,  but  suspended  operations  in  June,  and  are  still  closed 
down.  Work  in  wooden  shipbuilding  yards  has  been  entirely 
stopped  during  the  past  year. 

The  Northern  Pacific  Steamship  Line  maintain  a monthly  Steamship 
service  between  Puget  Sound,  Japan,  and  Hong-Kong.  The lines> 

Great  Northern  Railroad  Company  chartered  steamers  to  place 
on  same  route,  but  abandoned  service  after  one  trip,  and  are 
reported  to  have  contracted  for  ships  in  England,  specially  built 
for  the  trade,  and  purpose  starting  service  again  during  the  coming 
summer. 
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The  United  States  Navy  Dry  Dock  at  Port  Orchard  is  now 
under  construction  and  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  service  by  end 
of  the  year. 

The  Permanent  Board  of  Engineers  on  Fortifications  are 
reported  to  be  clue  on  the  sound  shortly,  having  in  view  the 
establishment  of  fortifications  at  Admiralty  Head,  Point  Wilson, 
and  Marrowstone  Point,  which  points  virtually  control  the  entrance 
to  the  Paget  Sound. 

Indications  have  recently  been  discovered  of  extensive  coal 
veins  in  close  proximity  to  this  place,  on  which  work  is  being 
carried  on  by  boring  and  making  developments.  The  opinion  of 
geologists  is  that  it  is  a continuation  of  the  veins  of  the  celebrated 
Wellington  and  Nanaimo  coals  of  British  Columbia;  one  of  the 
principal  parties  interested  being  a syndicate  of  capitalists  from 
Victoria,  Vancouver  Island. 

Stocks  are  large  with  poor  demand,  and  selling  price  averag- 
ing less  than  8s.  6d.  per  barrel. 

As  a result  of  dull  times  and  money  stringencies  the  nail  and 
paper  factories  have  been  working  only  about  quarter  time. 
Nearly  all  lumber  and  iron  manufactories  in  this  district  have 
been  stopped  during  the  past  year,  and  prospects  for  the 
immediate  future  are  not  encouraging. 

The  fishing  business  of  the  Puget  Sound  is  being  extended 
each  year.  Most  of  the  vessels  employed  in  catching  halibut  off 
the  banks  at  Cape  Flattery  land  their  fish  here,  where  they  are 
packed  in  ice  and  shipped  to  the  interior  States  and  east.  This 
spring  a couple  of  schooners  are  going  to  Alaska  to  fish  for  black 
cod.  Salmon-parties  are  negotiating  with  a view  to  erect  large 
canneries  at  Point  Roberts,  close  to  the  dividing  line  between 
British  Columbia  and  the  United  States ; a location  which,  it  is 
anticipated,  will  allow  them  to  get  a portion  of  the  Frazer  River 
salmon  run — 'a  fish  much  superior  to  that  generally  caught  on  the 
Sound.  Parties  claim  to  have  recently  discovered  extensive 
oyster  beds  on  the  Hoods  Canal. 

Shows  an  increase  of  70,219/. ; this  is  the  result  of  increased 
transportation  facilities  and  railroad  connections  for  delivery  of 
goods  to  eastern  points. 

Shows  a decrease  of  85,651/.,  the  result  principally  of  the 
decrease  in  lumber  shipments. 

Has  felt  the  full  effect  of  bad  times,  and  very  few  transfers  of 
property  have  taken  place  during  the  past  year. 

The  health  of  the  city  has  been  good  with  no  infectious  or 
contagious  diseases. 

Port  Townsend  and  vicinity  having  no  agricultural  or  farming 
resources  has  felt  the  full  effect  of  depression  in  shipping  and 
manufacturing  industries,  resulting  in  great  poverty  amongst  the 
working  classes,  of  whom  a large  number  have  gone  to  the  mining 
and  farming  districts  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State. 

I append  the  . several  Annexes  marked  A,  B,  and  C to  show 
the  commerce  and  trade  in  this  collection  district. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Port  Townsend 
during  the  Year  1893. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

23 

34,098 

23 

6,228 

46 

40,326 

American 

41 

21,169 

836 

491,630 

877 

512,799 

Norwegian  and 

Swedish 

4 

6,155 

... 

4 

6,155 

Chilian  

8 

8,000 

8 

8,000 

German  

3 

3,495 

”*i 

1,707 

4 

5,202 

Nicaraguan 

2 

1,928 

2 

1,928 

Ecuadorian 

1 

778 

1 

778 

Italian  

1 

1,157 

1 

1,157 

Total  

83 

76,780 

860 

499,565 

943 

576,345 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

149 

136,620 

1,040 

679,474 

1,189 

816,094 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

21 

27,484 

21 

4,442 

42 

31,926 

American 

53 

23,279 

823 

473,965 

876 

497,244 

Norwegian  and 

Swedish 

4 

6,155 

1 

4 

6,155 

Chilian  

10 

10,255 

10 

10,255 

German  

4 

5,186 

1 

1,707 

5 

6,893 

Nicaraguan 

O 

1,928 

2 

1,928 

Ecuadorian 

1 

778 

1 

778 

Italian  

1 

1,157 

1 

1,157 

Total  

96 

76,222 

845 

480,114 

941 

556,336 

„ for  the  year  i 

preceding 

183 

172,869 

1,089 

684,471 

1,272 

857,340 

Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Port 
Townsend  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

I 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Flour  

Barrels  ... 

7,253 

5,719 

Timber 

Feet 

74,374,000 

1 24^732 

; 119,210,000 

194,970 

Iron,  and  manufactures  of... 

23,261 

22,400 

Oils  

12,125 

10,577 

Furs  and  hides  

11,911 

9,600 

Provisions  (meats) 

19,022 

15,436 

Cattle 

21,960 

... 

15,527 

Liquors  and  wines 

1,316  j 

3,080 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of 

4,001  j 

10,603 

Cotton 

5,412 

5,772 

Fish  

1,134  ; 

1,935 

Tinned  fruits  and  vegetables 

9,164  1 

6,891 

Other  articles  

83,839 

101,018 

Total..,  ... 

317,877 

... 

403,528 
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Beturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Port  Townsend  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

^ Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

I 

£ 

£ 

Cement  

Tons  ...!  6,206 

14,292  | 

477 

Coal  

„ ...  3,468 

2,286 

13,322 

10,489 

Iron,  and  manufactures  of ... 

| 

1,530 

256 

Steel  wire  rods  

Tons  ...  1,510 

7,701 

2^969 

18,290 

Tin-plates  

1 

It  •••  ••• 

1,980 

5 

195 

Lead  

tl  •••  ••• 

230 

66 

1,090 

Zinc  

600 

... 

Jute  

4,587 

Sugar  

37,681 

*2, 289 

Rice  

2,520 

920 

Tea  

1.100 

... 

Silk  

2,312 

... 

*435 

Other  articles 

42,694 

... 

14,853 

Total 

119,513 

... 

49,294 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Port  Townsend  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1893-92. 

O 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

Great  Britain  . . 

£ 

2,340 

£ 

12,143 

£ 

17,413 

£ 

4,845 

British  Columbia  i 
Canada 

and 

186,667 

185,686 

| 54,082 

8,762 

Australia 

19,176 

65,847 

• . 

France  . . 

# . 

. , 

281 

*52 

Belgium 

1,337 

10,944 

18,892 

Hawaiian  Islands 

17,745 

21,811 

j 1.366 

140 

Chile 

33,458 

61,169 

126 

. , 

China  . . 

4,556 

6,461 

10,165 

1 

103 

Peru 

15,525 

13,174 

Mexico 

11,999 

21,689 

• • 

Brazil 

1,900 

, # 

Japan  .. 

*609 

526 

12,945 

6,455 

Africa 

5,913 

2,190 

Germany 

2,009 

1,255 

*214 

1,030 

India 

2,738 

1,724 

11,247 

8,862 

Norway.. 

1,200 

# # 

Netherlands 

. , 

4,421 

, # 

Guatemala 

1,486 

, # 

, _ 

New  Caledonia. . 

3,430 

# 

Argentine  Republic 

1,675 

. « 

Fiji  Islands 

1,482 

Other  countries 

5,732 

2,332 

730  i 

153 

Total . . 

317,877 

403,528 

119,513 

49,294 
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Los  Angeles. 

Mr  Vice-Consul  Mortimer  reports  as  follows: — 

In  previous  reports  I have  expressed  an  opinion  as  to  the  prob-  Introducto 
abilities  of  increased  prosperity,  or  otherwise,  in  the  then  remarks, 
immediate  future.  At  the  present  time  I am  at  a loss  to  express 
an  opinion  on  the  probable  course  of  affairs  for  the  next  12  months, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  indications  which  point  to  increased 
prosperity  are  balanced,  possibly  overbalanced,  by  those  which 
point  to  a continuance  of  the  inactivity  in  business  and  “hard 
times,”  from  which  the  whole  country  is  suffering.  The  bank 
clearances  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States  are  tele- 
graphed weekly  by  the  associated  Press,  and  I see  by  these 
reports  that  for  many  months  past  Los  Angeles  has  been  nearly 
every  week  at  the  head  of  the  list  in  percentage  of  increase  on 
the  corresponding  week  of  1892,  and  this  in  face  of  a decrease  of 
from  30  per  cent,  to  40  per  cent,  in  most  of  the  other  cities  in  the 
country.  The  Los  Angeles  clearing-house  reports  clearings  as 
follows  : — 


Year.  j Value. 

! £ 

1892 

1893 

In  the  5 months  preceding  the  financial  panic  in  June  the 
increase  was  38  per  cent,  on  the  corresponding  5 months  of  1892. 

The  County  Assessor  writes  me  that  his  assessment  of  the 
value  of  all  taxable  property  in  the  city  and  county  of  Los 
Angeles  for  the  last  2 years  was  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Value. 

£ 

1892  ..  .,  

14,813,927 

1893  

15,454,920 

Building  operations  continue  as  actively  as  in  previous  years, 
and  transactions  in  real  estate  are  as  numerous  and  at  good 
prices.  On  the  other  hand  the  condition  of  the  country  generally 
is  unsettled,  and  some  local  conditions  are  unfavourable;  we  are 
face  to  face  with  the  calamity  known  here  as  a “dry  year,”  that 
is,  insufficient  rainfall  to  make  good  crops  ; the  orange  crop  has 
suffered  to  an  unprecedented  extent  from  frost.  The  prices  for 
fruit  generally  are  unremunerative,  and  the  protective  tariff  on 
oranges  and  other  fruits  and  wines  is  likely  to  be  reduced.  I 
have  great  faith  in  the  future  of  this  city  and  districts  however, 
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and  do  not  anticipate  that  the  unfavourable  conditions  to  which  I 
have  referred  will  affect  business  here  for  more  than  a year  or 
two.  Three  undertakings  are  under  discussion  here,  all  likely  to 
be  accomplished  in  a few  years,  and  the  completion  of  all  of 
which  will  make  Los  Angeles  the  chief  city  and  centre  of  busi- 
ness for  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  undertakings  to  which  I refer  are 
the  construction  of  a good  harbour  for  Los  Angeles  by  the  United 
States  Government,  the  completion  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal,  and 
the  construction  of  a railway  to  Salt  Lake  City.  The  latter  will 
give  Los  Angeles  a third  competing  transcontinental  railway, 
whereas  the  other  cities  on  the  Pacific  Coast  have  but  one  each; 
it  will  also  ensure  a supply  of  cheap  fuel,  and  will  make  a very 
large  territory  to  the  north-east,  tributary  to  this  district.  A 
good  harbour  will  give  Los  Angeles  the  oriental  trade,  owing  in 
part  to  the  fact  that  the  easy  grades  and  freedom  from  snow 
blockades  on  the  transcontinental  lines  centering  here  give  them 
an  advantage  over  other  transcontinental  railways  estimated  to  be 
equivalent  to  a haul  of  800  miles,  and  lastly,  the  completion  of 
the  Nicaragua  Canal  will  open  new  markets  for  the  productions  of 
this  district. 


General  Remarks. 


Advice  to 

British 

capitalists. 


The  investments  of  British  capital  in  this  district  which  have 
proved  remunerative  have  invariably  commenced  in  a small  way, 
and  developed  gradually.  In  every  instance  when  a big  “going 
concern  ” was  purchased,  it  has  either  been  ruined  by  bad  manage- 
ment, or  purchased  at  three  or  four  times  its  value,  or  both,  and 
so  proved  unremunerative.  The  explanation,  no  doubt,  is  that  a 
big  “going  concern  ” in  the  shape  of  a worked-out  mine  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort  is  more  profitable  to  the  promoters  than  the 
formation  of  a mortgage  company,  or  the  purchase  for  a nominal 
sum  of  an  undeveloped  mine.  There  is  a good  deal  of  activity  at 
Yanderbilt,  the  present  terminus  of  the  proposed  railway  to  Salt 
Lake  City,  and  other  mining  camps,  and  there  will  be  many 
opportunities  for  profitable  investment  in  mining  properties,  when 
the  construction  of  that  railway  is  well  under  way.  As  I have 
stated  in  former  reports,  however,  English  agents  seeking  mining 
investments  would  be  much  more  successful  if  they  purchased 
undeveloped  mines,  which  can  often  be  obtained  for  a trifling  sum, 
and  expend  money  in  developing  them,  instead  of  investing 
enormous  sums  in  the  purchase  of  “ going  concerns  ” which  are 
too  often  worked  out.  It  has  been  stated  on,  1 believe,  good 
authority,  that  English  investments  in  the  States,  west  of  the 
Missouri  Biver,  do  not  return  1 per  cent,  per  annum.  I hesitate 
to  give  an  estimate  of  the  returns  from  English  companies  in  this 
district.  Bad  selections  of  investments,  bad  management,  invest- 
ments in  watered  stock  of  legitimate  enterprises,  every  error  in 
fact  that  it  was  possible  to  make  has  been  made  by  English 
investors  here,  and  this  in  face  of  the  fact  that  many  millions  can 
be  safely  invested  here  in  really  good  legitimate  paying  enterprises. 
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The  Bear  Valley  Water  Company,  a very  large  concern  in 
which  English  capital  is  heavily  interested,  has  just  gone  into  the 
hands  of  a receiver.  The  Press  here  attributes  its  failure  to  mis- 
management, which  is  probably  the  explanation  of  the  matter,  as 
the  business  is  of  such  a nature  that  it  ought  to  pa}7,  better  than 
any  other  industrial  enterprise. 

City  and  county  bonds  payable  in  gold,  first  mortgages  on  Tbe  best 
good  real  property,  and  the  bonds  of  legitimate  enterprises  are  irlv't‘stmeIlts- 
the  safest,  and  for  English  investors  the  Lest  investments  in  th  s 
district.  For  further  information  as  to  these  investments  I refer 
to  my  report  for  1892.  It  is  well  understood  here  that  English 
investors  are,  as  a rule,  ignorant  of  business.  A local  paper  com- 
menting on  the  gullibility  of  English  shareholders  in  joint  stock 
companies  points  out  that  they  are  gene:  ally  6i  worked  ” through 
the  medium  of  promoters,  and  that  they  can  always  be  “ worked  v 
if  they  can  be  induced  to  act  on  their  own  judgment. 

The  people  in  this  district  are  extremely  energetic  in  adver-  Advice  to 
rising  the  attractions  of  Southern  California,  to  induce  emi  'rants  emigr 

O 7 O 

to  settle  here.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  books  and  pamphlets 
issued  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Fos  Angeles  Chamber  of 
Commerce  were  distributed  at  the  World’s  Fair  at  Chicago,  with  ' 
the  result  that  notwithstanding  the  financial  panic  emigrants 
continue  to  come  to  Southern  California  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States.  If,  as  is  alleged,  Southern  California  is  suffering, 
and  in  the  immediate  future  is  likely  to  suffer  more,  from  over- 
production of  fruit,  the  arrival  of  hordes  of  embryo  fruit  farmers 
must  aggravate  the  evil,  and  may  result  in  the  development  of 
the  country  when  the  fruit  growers  are  forced  to  turn  to  other 
industries.  The  expenditure  of  the  large  sums  used  in  advertis- 
ing Southern  California  would  be  explicable  di  1 it  result  in 
attracting  here  rich  farmers  only;  for  one  rich  farmer,  however, 
there  are  a dozen  others  who  are  soon  in  direct  competition  with 
many  of  those  who  contributed  money  to  induce  them  to  come 
here,  and  who  are  now  suffering  from  the  competition  their 
presence  causes. 

Owing  partly  to  over-production,  partly  to  lack  of  organisa- 
tion in  marketing  the  products  of  the  orchards,  and  partlv  to 
other  causes,  fruit  growing  has  not  been  profitable  for  the  last 
two  seasons,  and  many  orchards  are  likely  to  be  for  sale  hi  les3 
than  the  price  paid  for  the  naked  land  a few  years  ago.  1 he 
next  two  or  three  years  will,  therefore,  be  the  opportunity  of 
those  who  think  that  over-production  will  regulate  itself  by  the 
expansion  of  existing  markets  and  the  acquisition  of  new  ones, 
and  who,  therefore,  desire  to  invest  in  orchard  property.  New 
comers  should  hear  in  mind  that  if  they  invest  in  land  here  before 
leaving  England  or  immediately  upon  their  arrival  here  the/  will 
almost  certainly  be  imposed  upon.  They  should  spend  at  least  a 
year  in  acquiring  such  information  as  will  enable  them  to  hnn 
an  opinion  tor  themselves  on  the  prospec  ts  fur  success  in  fruit 
culture,  and  they  will  be  infinitely  more  successiul  ii  they  rent 
land  for  a year  or  two  before  buying.  In  Merced  cou.tv  the 
(1794;  f 
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United  States 

Industrial 

Army. 


Cost  of 
government. 


Whittier 

Keform 

School. 


Southern  Pacific  Company  is  offering  a large  body  of  irrigated 
land  for  sale  at  15 /.  to  20/.  per  acre,  interest  only  to  be  paid  for 
the  first  7 years,  and  the  principal  in  small  instalments  thereafter. 
I do  not  know  anything  about  the  merits  of  this  particular  tract 
of  land,  and  only  mention  the  matter  to  show  the  easy  terms  on 
which  land  can  now  be  acquired  in  California. 

There  is  but  little  manufacturing  in  this  district  owing 
principally  to  dear  money,  dear  labour,  and  dear  fuel.  The  raw 
materials  are  here,  railway  freight  charges  are  being  reduced,  and 
are  likely  to  be  further  reduced  by  further  competition  in  the 
shape  of  a new  transcontinental  railway.  Capital  is  now  be- 
coming abundant,  and  labour  is  fast  coming  to  the  level  of  the 
Eastern  States.  Hundreds  of  men,  for  many  weeks  past,  have 
been  working  for  4s.  per  day,  the  lowest  wage  ever  paid  here, 
and  many  hundreds  of  the  unemployed  have  been  working  for 
their  board. 

Unemployed  men  who  have  congregated  in  this  city  in  the 
past  6 months  to  the  number  of  upwards  of  700,  organised  the 
a United  States  Industrial  Army,”  and  have  started  for  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  on  goods  trains,  of  which  they  took  forcible  possession, 
to  present  petitions  to  Congress  for  the  enactment  of  laws  em- 
bodying the  following  principles  : — 

1.  Government  employment  for  all  unemployed  citizens. 

2.  The  prohibition  of  foreign  immigration  for  10  years. 

3.  That  no  alien  be  allowed  to  own  real  estate  in  the  United 
States. 

The  movement  is  spreading  to  other  cities  and  may  result  in 
the  appearance  at  Washington  of  a large  body  of  unemployed 
men. 

The  Citizens’  League,  an  organisation  formed  to  promote 
economy  in  local  government,  reports  that  the  cost  of  govern- 
ment in  the  city  and  county  of  Los  Angeles  amounted  in  the 
year  1892  to  538,399/.  It  is  stated  that  this  amount  exceeds  the 
cost  of  carrying  on  the  State  government  in  29  out  of  the  44 
States  of  the  Union,  and  that  the  cost  of  carrying  on  the  govern- 
ment in  the  States  of  Colorado,  Delaware,  Montana,  Nevada, 
Wyoming,  and  North  Dakota  combined  was  less  than  this  amount 
by  5,055/.  The  tax  rate  for  State  and  county  and  city  taxes  on 
all  property  in  the  city  of  Los  Angeles  last  year  was  a little  in 
excess  of  2^  per  cent.  This  rate  was  payable  on  money  in  bank, 
watches,  jewellery,  and  in  fact  all  property. 

In  my  last  two  reports  I gave  at  some  length  particulars 
about  a reform  school  for  juvenile  offenders  recently  established 
at  Whittier,  about  8 miles  from  this  city.  The  treatment  of  the 
inmates  is  so  entirely  different  from  anything  heretofore  attempted 
in  the  reformation  of  young  criminals  that  I venture  to  give  the 
following  additional  particulars. 

In  the  summer  the  inmates  are  taken  for  a holiday  to  Catalina 
Island  where  they  camp  for  several  weeks  and  are  allowed  to 
attend  public  balls  at  the  hotel.  They  are  spoken  of  in  the  Press 
as  the  “ Whittier  Cadets,”  and  are  constantly  invited  to  take  part 
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in  public  processions,  as  on  July  4,  and  other  entertainments; 

They  are  treated  with  the  greatest  kindness,  are  taught  a trade, 
and  in  the  evening  play  games,  sing,  and  otherwise  amuse  theuw 
selves. 

The  expense  of  maintaining  this  institution  is  51.  per  month 
for  each  inmate,  exclusive  of  the  loss  of  interest  on  the  value  of 
the  building  and  plant.  It  is  unquestionably  proving  a great 
success  in  making  good  citizens  out  of  boys  who  would  otherwise 
have  become  criminals,  and  might  with  advantage  be  imitated  in 
England,  if  the  cost  of  carrying  it  on,  in  excess  of  the  ordinary 
cost  of  reformatories,  could  be  obtained  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions. It  is  alleged  that  some  parents  charge  their  children  with 
misconduct  in  order  to  have  them  committed  to  this  institution 
for  a term  of  years.  The  inmates  have  better  food,  clothing,  and 
education  than  thousands  of  boys  who  labour  under  the  apparent 
disadvantage  of  being  poor  but  honest. 

This  city  possesses  the  best  public  library  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Tatlic 
It  contains  upwards  of  34,000  books,  and  is  free  to  all  residents  0f library* 
the  city  who  can  borrow  books  for  use  in  their  own  homes  without 
charge.  The  income  for  the  support  of  this  library  is  derived 
from  an  annual  tax  levy  on  all  taxable  property  in  the  city,  not  to 
exceed  Is.  on  each  100/.  of  all  real  and  personal  property.  The 
income  last  year  was  4,000/.  The  record  of  books  used  in  1893 
shows  the  following  results  : — 


Volumes. 

Fiction  and  periodicals  . . . . . e 

294,516 

All  other  books  . . . . 

92,743 

Total  . , 

387,259  * 

In  1891  statistics  were  compiled  showing  the  authors  whose 
books  were  most  in  demand  that  year  as  follows : — Miss  Alcott, 

E.  P.  Ptoe,  W.  T.  Adams,  Captain  King,  G.  A.  Hen ty,  W.  Besant, 
Charles  Dickens,  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  F.  Stockton.  * 

The  report  of  the  librarian  for  1893  does  not  show  the  most 
popular  authors.  The  number  of  registered  borrowers,  that  is 
persons  who  take  books  for  home  use,  is  13,495.  This  is  about 
one-fifth  of  the  total  population  of  the  city. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  an  editorial  in  the  (<  English-  Retired 
man5’  of  Calcutta,  discussing  the  advisability  of  retired  Indian  Illdian 
officers  settling  in  Los  Angeles,  and  commenting  on  the  laro>e  officers‘ 
profits  in  fruit  culture.  Apart  from  any  other  considerations  the 
difficulty  about  servants  makes  it  inadvisable  for  English  officers, 
more  especially  officers  who  have  been  accustomed  to  servants  in 
India,  to  settle  here.  A good  general  servant,  called  u help  ” here, 
is  paid  51.  to  6 /.  per  month,  and  with  board  and  what  she  breaks 
and  wastes,  costs  about  10/.  per  month.  Chinese  servants  ate 
not  any  cheaper.  Comparatively  few  people  can  afford  more 
(1794)  F 2 
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tlian  one,  and  many  of  those  who  can  afford  two  employ  only 
one.  The  question  of  profits  in  fruit  culture  is  discussed  else- 
where in  this  report. 

Shipping  ancl  Navigation . 

As  stated  in  my  last  report,  the  port  of  Wilmington  has  been 
abolished  by  Act  of  Congress,  and  the  collector  of  customs  now 
resides  in  this  city.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  desig- 
nated San  Pedro,  Redondo,  and  Port  Los  Angeles  as  ports  where 
vessels  may  enter  and  clear,  and  deputy  collectors  reside  at  these 
ports.  Formerly  foreign-going  vessels  for  Los  Angeles  entered 
at  San  Pedro,  and  discharged  and  received  cargo  by  lighters. 
Wharves  have  now  been  constructed  at  Redondo  and  Port  Los 
Angeles,  and  in  good  weather  the  largest  vessels  can  discharge 
alongside  these  wharves.  At  Port  Los  Angeles, -16  miles  west  of 
this  city,  the  Southern  Pacific  Company  has  constructed  a wharf 
nearly  7,000  feet  long  and  130  feet  wide,  at  a cost  of  200,000?. 
A vessel  of  2,926  tons,  drawing  24  feet,  recently  discharged  at 
this  wharf.  The  British  ship  “ Amulree  ” also  discharged  at  this 
wharf.  Several  British  ships  have  discharged  at  the  wharf  at 
Redondo  22  miles  south-west  of  this  city,  and  others  continue  to 
go  to  the  old  port,  San  Pedro,  21  miles  south  of  Los  Angeles. 
Officers  of  the  United  States  Corps  of  Engineers  have  on  three 
different  occasions  examined  these  ports,  and  have  all  reported  to 
Congress  that  San  Pedro  offered  greater  advantages  than  the 
other  ports  for  a deep-water  harbour.  The  general  manager  of 
the  Southern  Pacific  Company  writes  me  that  in  the  last  26  years 
Ills  company  has  expended  upwards  of  200,000/.  at  S m Pedro, 
and  that  they  are  now  abandoning  San  Pedro  “ for  the  sole 
reason  that  Port  Los  Angeles  was  discovered  to  be  a much 
superior  place  for  a harbour.”  A breakwater  at  either  San  Pedro 
or  Port  Los  Angeles  will  cost  a very  large  sum  of  money,  and  it 
Is  not  probable  that  Congress  will  make  an  appropriation  at 
present  for  either  place,  owing  to  the  dispute  as  to  which  is  the 
more  eligible  site  for  a deep-water  harbour.  I find  that  large 
vessels  discharged  and  received  cargo  at  the  wharf  at  Port  Los 
Angeles  during  a severe  storm  which  prevailed  here  in  February 
last,  that  substantial  moorings  have  been  placed  on  both  sides  of 
the  wharf,  and  that  a board  of  San  Francisco  underwriters 
examined  and  approved  these  arrangements  for  the  safety  of 
sailing  vessels  using  the  wharf.  The  position  of  Port  Los 
Angeles  (Santa  Monica),  Redondo,  and  San  Pedro  is  shown  on  a 
map  accompanying  my  report  for  1889. 

The  British  ship  “ King  James,”  laden  with  3,600  tons  of 
Wallsend  coals,  from  New  South  Wales,  was  abandoned  at  sea  on 
fire,  the  coals  having  ignited  spontaneously.  The  crew  landed  at 
Santa  Barbara  with  the  loss  of  11  men.  The  only  previous  case 
of  the  spontaneous  ignition  of  Australian  coal  was  that  of  the 
Cargo  of  the  British  ship  “Old  Kensington,”  which  vessel  arrived  at 
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the  port  in  1889  on  fire.  I commented  on  the  matter  in  my 
report  for.  that  year.  The  British  ship  “ Gosford,’*  laden  with 
3,500  tons  of  coals  from  Liverpool,  was  beached  near  Santa 
Barbara,  the  coals  having  ignited  spontaneously  some  days  pre- 
viously. The  vessel  and  cargo  became  a total  loss. 

I have  been  unable  to  obtain  from  the  collector  of  customs  a 
return  of  the  shipping  at  the  ports  for  Los  Angeles  for  the  year 
1893. 


Trade  and  Commerce. 

The  wine  trade  in  this  district  is  in  a very  unsettled  condition.  Wine, 

The  sweet  wines  and  brandies  produced  here  are  not  adapted  to 
the  English  market,  and  the  demand  for  them  in  the  Eastern 
States,  where  they  are  better  appreciated,  is  very  poor  at  present, 
owing  partly  to  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  alterations  to  be  made 
in  the  tariff.  Wine  manufacturers  here  tell  me  that  the  proposed 
reduction  in  the  duties  on  wine,  and  the  change  from  a specific  to 
an  ad  valorem  duty,  will  render  it  impossible  for  manufacturers  of 
pure  California  wine  to  compete  in  the  Eastern  States  with 
spurious  wines  imported  from  Europe.  The  prices  now  being 
realised  in  New  York  are  not  remunerative,  and  this  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  freight  to  New  York  (1  \d.  per  gallon) 
is  unremunerative  to  the  railways. 

I have  had  enquiry  from  two  parties  for  the  names  of  English  Metal 
manufacturers  of  brass  and  metal  bedsteads  and  other  ironwork,  bedsteads. 
One  large  furniture  company  here  wishes  to  try  the  experiment 
of  importing  these  articles. 

The  manager  of  the  Southern  California  Packing  Company  Canned  fruit, 
writes  me  that  his  company  packed  1,400,000  cans  of  fruit  of 
2J  lbs.  each  in  1893,  and  fliat  the  total  pack  of  this  district  was 
about  2,800,000  cans. 

The  shipment  of  oranges  from  this  district  in  1893  amounted  Oranges, 
to  67,910  tons.  The  shipment  this  year,  owing  to  heavy  Josses 
by  frost  and  wind  storms,  will  not  probably  exceed  20,000  tons. 

The  question  of  over-production  is  treated  elsewhere  in  this 
report. 

I wrote  to  Mr.  Menzies,  editor  of  i{  The  Commercial  Bulletin  ’’  progpec^g  of 
of  this  city,  asking  his  views  on  the  present  state  of  trade  here,  trade  with 
and  the  prospects  for  increased  trade  with  Great  Britain.  His  Great  Britain, 
reply  was  so  exhaustive  and  accurate  that  I give  it  in  full  as 
follows : — 

et  During  the  last  12  months  the  trade  of  this  city  has  been 
perfectly  steady,  a condition  that  may  well  be  deemed  remarkable 
considering  that  within  the  same  period  the  United  States  has 
experienced  a financial  crisis  of  exceptional  severity,  from  whose 
effects  its  industries  are  still  prostrated.  Los  Angeles  meanwhile 
has  unquestionably  progressed,  thanks  to  the  amenity  of  its 
climate  and  to  its  commanding  position  as  a local  capital. 

“ The  panic  readied  us  in  .1  une,  and  for  2 days  or  3 days 
raged  wildly.  Several  of  our  banks  were  obliged  to  suspend  Banking. 
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temporarily,  though  by  no  means  all  of  them,  as  has  been  else- 
1 where  stated.  The  causes,  as  already  implied,  were  national  and 
net  local,  though  the  first  impetus  was  given  by  the  failure  of 
two  unsound  institutions,  one  in  the  city,  the  other  at  Riverside. 
With  a few  exceptions  the  suspended  banks  proved  to  be  perfectly 
solvent,  and  resumed  business  after  a short  delay.  Without  doubt 
the  system  of  banking  here,  viz.,  that  of  small  independent  banks, 
which  is  also  general  throughout  the  United  States,  lends  itself 
readily  to  the  production  of  crises  of  this  description,  and  it  is 
generally  admitted  that  for  the  sake  of  economical  working  and 
financial  stability,  as  well  as  in  the  public  interest,  the  numerous 
banks  that  we  now  have  ought  to  consolidate  into  one  or  two 
banking  concerns  of  large  capital,  with  branches  in  the  smaller 
places,  according  to  the  system  approved  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.  The  difficulty  in  the  way  of  this  sensible  arrangement 
is  that  all  existing  directors  and  managers  wish  to  retain  their 
posts  and  the  remuneration  that  enables  them  to  live  in  this 
desirable  climate.  Economic  forces,  however,  are  too  strong  to 
permit  of  the  continuation  of  the  present  unstable  and  costly 
system,  and  the  consolidation  in  question  is  already  actually  in 
progress  by  the  retirement  of  two  of  our  city  banks,  one  of  them, 
the  Bank  of  America,  the  longest  established  but  one,  and  an 
exceedingly  strong  and  conservative  institution. 

Commercial.  a The  commercial  houses  of  the  city  were  scarcely  affected 
; by  the  financial  panic,  and  continued  without  intermission  a 
striking  testimony  to  the  solidity  of  the  place.  Changes,  how- 
ever, have  occurred  amongst  them  owing  to  other  causes.  One 
of  the  large  wholesale  grocery  concerns  has  discontinued,  leaving 
: at  the  moment  but  the  two  older  firms,  both  of  which  possess 

very  large  capital,  in  the  field.  Two  of  our  large  fruit  shippers 
have  also  in  the  meantime  gone  into  insolvency.  These  however 
are  continuing,  though  on  a smaller  scale,  under  fresh  organisa- 
tions, their  previous  businesses.  The  fruit  trade  is  extremely 
speculative  in  its  character  and  exposed  to  much  uncertainty  and 
contention.  It  necessitates  the  employment  of  a large  capital,  of 
an  army  of  local  assistants,  and  of  agents  in  every  portion  of  the 
United  States.  Working  expenses  are  tremendous,  toil  un- 
. ceasing  and  profit  precarious  ; yet  in  the  face  of  the  continually 
« occurring  disasters  amongst  them  it  is  publicly  represented  that 

the  firms  engaged  in  this  business  are  reaping  undue  profits,  an 
agitation  inspired  without  doubt  by  the  real  estate  interests, 
with  the  object  of  inducing  strangers  to  believe  that  the  profits 
of  fruit  growing  would  be  much  larger  if  the  sale  of  the  products 
were  managed  as  it  ought  to  be.  So  far  as  the  foreign  trade  is 
concerned  we  have  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the 
acquisition  of  increased  facilities.  Until  something  more  than  a 
year  ago  there  was  but  one  firm  of  considerable  importance 
engaged  in  this  branch  of  commerce  in  Southern  California,  and 
the  real  estate  interests  of  this  firm  induced  it  to  divert  the 
business  to  San  Diego.  In  the  meantime,  however,  there 
has  been  established  here  under  the  charge  of  a thoroughly 


SAN  FRANCISCO. 


85 


competent  agent  a branch  of  another  extensive  firm,  which  has 
considerably  increased  the  foreign  trade  of  this  portion  of  the 
State,  both  import  and  export,  and  without  doubt  will  do  so  still 
more. 

tc  While  the  development  of  our  industries  is  still  in  its  Freights, 
infancy,  the  growth  of  our  foreign  relations  is  necessarily 
hampered  by  the  scarcity  of  direct  opportunities  of  exchange. 

For  shipment  to  Australasia  or  the  Orient  our  products  must  first  be 
sent  to  San  Francisco,  a distance  of  nearly  500  miles,  and  there  re- 
shipped, and  the  same  of  course  applies  to  imports.  Besides  this, 
direct  trade  with  England  has  during  the  last  12  months  been 
hindered  by  the  low  prevailing  rates  of  freight  to  New  York, 
established  by  the  railroads  with  the  object  of  killing  off  compe- 
tition via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  which  has  been  maintained  in 
the  interest  of  the  trade  of  their  city,  at  considerable  cost,  by  an 
association  of  San  Francisco  merchants.  Barley,  for  instance, 
has  been  carried  from  Santa  Ana,  a point  about  30  miles  from 
here,  via  New  Orleans  to  New  York  for  Is,  3 d.  per  100  lbs., 
which  is  much  more  advantageous  than  shipment  by  direct  vessel 
to  England,  besides  providing  the  option  of  an  alternative  market 
in  the  United  States.  It  seems  probable  at  this  writing  that  the 
opposition  of  the  merchants  via  the  Isthmus  will  cease  and  that 
freights  to  the  East  may  advance,  so  soon  as  a passenger  rate 
war  now  in  progress  between  the  railroads  is  settled. 

“ The  contemplated  reductions  in  the  United  States  tariff  Imports, 
will,  if  put  in  force,  unquestionably  improve  this  department  of 
business,  though  how  far  or  in  what  lines  it  would  be  premature  at 
present  to  discuss.  Meanwhile  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that 
American  tin-plate  has  found  its  way  here.  The  consumption, 
however,  is  not  important,  being  only  for  roofing. 

44  It  is  now  generally  admitted  that  the  bounty  on  the  Sugar, 
domestic  production  of  this  article  will  not  be  continued  ; but  it  is 
understood  on  the  other  hand  that  an  import  duty  on  foreign,  except 
the  Hawaiian  which  is  free  under  the  existing  reciprocity  treaty, 
must  be  imposed  to  meet  the  financial  necessities  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  thus  a measure  of  protection  is  ensured  to  the 
industry.  The  production  of  the  Chino  factory,  the  only  one  as  yet 
in  Southern  California,  will  be  raised  to  the  capacity  of  handling 
1,000  tons  of  beets  daily  during  the  coming  season,  and  it  is 
reported  that  another  will  be  erected  at  Anaheim,  27  miles  from 
here,  in  a fine  agricultural  country. 

“Local  consumption  is  chiefly  supplied  from  the  refinery  at 
San  Francisco  controlled  by  the  Sugar  Trust,  where  also  the  pro- 
duct of  the  Chino  factory  has  for  the  last  2 years  been  sent  to  be 
refined.  It  is  now  given  out  that  this  latter  will  in  future  be 
refined  at  the  point  of  production  and  applied  directly  to  the 
consumption  of  Southern  California.  Three  years  ago  the 
quality  of  the  refined  article  produced  in  this  way  did  not  give 
satisfaction;  but  it  is  understood  that  an  improvement  will  be 
made.  In  spite  of  the  import  duty  of  }d,  per  lb.  a certain  amount 
of  granulated  sugar  is  imported  into  San  Francisco  from  Hong- 
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Kong,  a portion  of  which  finds  its  way  down  here.  It  cannot  be 
used  by  the  wholesale  trade,  which  requires  various  qualities 
which  can  only  be  had  from  the  Sugar  Trust,  and  that  Trust  will 
only  supply  all  or  none. 

u A confectionery  manufacturer  in  San  Francisco  also  imports 
regularly  German  beet  sugar  via  Cape  Horn.  None  of  that  has 
yet  come  here ; but  while  a reduction  in  the  differential  duty  on 
the  refined  article  might  facilitate  imports,  yet  during  the  cur- 
rency of  the  Hawaiian  treaty  the  San  Francisco  refinery,  being 
able  to  import  its  raw  material  free,  will  probably  command  the 
market. 

“ The  Cudahy  Packing  House  here  which  is  capable  of  hand- 
ling 500  hogs  daily,  and  is  understood  to  be  packing  nearly  half 
that  number  or  more,  has  given  quite  an  impetus  to  the  raising  of 
these  animals.  We  still  import  the  bulk  of  our  supplies  of 
hams,  bacon,  lard,  &c\,  from  the  East,  and  probably  will  continue 
to  do  so  for  a long  time.  We  have  one  extensive  establishment 
for  smoking  eastern  meats,  and  the  erection  of  another  is  at 
present  the  subject  of  negotiation. 


u Experts. 

“ The  yield  of  last  year  proved  fully  up  to  expectation. 
During  the  current  season  there  have  been  shipped  from 
Hueneme,  a port  in  this  district,  to  San  Francisco,  for  local  use 
and  re-shipment.,  about  24,000  tons  of  barley,  3,000  tons  of 
wheat,  and  2,000  tons  of  corn.  From  the  four  ports  of  Los 
Angeles  and  Orange  counties  (Port  Los  Angeles,  Redondo,  San 
Pedro  and  Newport)  there  have  been  shipped  to  the  same  des- 
tination about  37,000  tons  of  barley,  5,000  tons  of  wheat,  and 
8,000  tons  of  corn  ; two  cargoes  of  wheat  have  gone  abroad  from 
San  Pedro,  and  5,000  tons  of  barley  overland  to  New  York, 
chiefly  from  Orange  county.  Stocks  remaining  are  still  liberal 
for  the  season  of  the  year,  and  the  outward  movement  continues. 

“ This  year,  on  the  contrary,  the  rainfall  has  been  very 
deficient,  in  fact  up  to  date  but  about  half  of  an  average,  and 
the  surplus  for  shipment,  if  any,  will  probably  be  small.  In  the 
Antelope  valley,  in  the  northern  portion  of  this  county,  there  has 
been  a compensatory  precipitation  of  snow,  which,  if  rain  falls 
later,  may  enable  a crop  to  be  secured  ; but  the  export  from  that 
locality  has  hitherto  been  made  from  San  Francisco. 

“ The  approximate  prices  realised  for  this  year’s  crop  were 
41.  for  wheat  and  31.  for  barley  and  corn  per  ton  of  2,000  lbs. 
f.o.b. 

“ The  crop  on  the  trees  this  year  was  estimated  at  about 
6,500  carloads  of  300  Y 0-lb.  boxes;  but  a considerable  proportion 
of  the  Riverside  yield,  which  is  about  one  half  of  the  whole,  was 
destroyed  by  severe  frosts  early  in  January.  The  market  has 
been  completely  demoralised,  on  the  one  hand,  by  the  depression 
of  trade  throughout  the  Union  and  the  enormous  qg’op  of  Florida 
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fruit,  which  ripens  fully  a month  earlier  than  ours,  and  this  takes 
precedence  of  it ; and  on  the  other,  by  the  action  of  the 
exchanges  (combinations  of  growers  formed  with  the  idea  of 
dispensing  with  the  fruit  shippers  and  of  obtaining  better  prices 
for  the  fruit),  in  selling  the  fruit  by  auction  at  most  loading 
points  on  ruinous  conditions.  Indications  at  present  are  that 
these  organisations  may  shortly  dissolve,  and  that  the  business 
will  return  to  its  accustomed  channels,  but  whether  they  do  so, 
or  manage  to  live  through  the  season,  the  year’s  business  is 
bound  to  prove  a wretched  one,  and  very  little  return  will  be 
obtained  for  any  of  the  fruit  except  that  portion  which  has  bean 
sold  independently  of  the  exchanges,  which  includes  that  of  the 
preferred  Redlands  and  Highlands  districts.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  shipments  will  not  exceed  2,500  to  3,000  carloads;  the 
balance,  beyond  what  is  locally  consumed,  will  be  wasted.  There 
seems  no  probability  of  shipments  to  England  this  year,  advices 
from  Liverpool  holding  out  no  certainty  of  more  than  8s.  or  10s. 
per  box  being  realised  there,  which  prices,  after  deducting  cost 
of  transportation,  &c.,  would  leave  nothing  for  the  grower. 

“ This  business  continues  to  develop,  though  under  rather  Lemons, 
discouraging  circumstances.  A few  months  back,  in  consequence 
of  the  quarantine  against  cholera  having  impeded  the  import  of 
Sicilian  fruit,  good  prices  were  realised,  and  stocks  were  mostly 
disposed  of;  but  now  that  Sicilian  fruit  is  coming  in  quite  freely 
the  market  has  all  gone  to  pieces.  Recently  there  were  equal  to 
1,000  carloads  afloat  from  Sicily  for  Atlantic  and  Gulf  ports,  and 
a very  heavy  movement  still  continues.  California  lemons  have 
been  selling  by  auction  in  San  Francisco  at  from  7s.  to  8s.  per 
box,  while  Sicilian,  in  great  part  probably  owing  to  prejudice, 
fetch  twice. as  much  there. 

“ Other  fresh  fruits,  such  as  apricots,  peaches,  pears,  and 
grapes,  sell  for  the  most  part  only  locally.  It  has  been  expected 
that  a shipping  business  to  the  Eastern  States  will  be  developed 
in  this  line  ; but  the  Northern  and  Central  portions  of  the  State 
do  it  better  than  we  can,  and  they  made  no  money  last  year  out 
of  enormous  shipments.  This  branch  of  the  business  depends  on 
the  success  or  failure  of  the  fruit  crop  in  the  Eastern  States. 

Prospects  this  year  are  for  an  abundant  yield  in  this  State  and 
a relative  failure  in  several  Eastern  States,  thus  promising  us  a 
good  market. 

“ Here  in  Southern  California  we  dry  our  apricots  and  peaches  Dried  fruits, 
to  greater  relative  advantage,  having  more  sun  and  less  fog  than 
in  the  more  northerly  portions  of  the  State.  This  product  has 
gone  fairly  well  this  year,  in  spite  of  most  discouraging  con- 
ditions. 

“Nothing  could  be  worse  than  the  conditions  of  this  industry.  Raisins. 
Most  sales  have  not  realised  the  costs  of  gathering  and  curing, 
many  of  them  not  half  of  it.  The  production  is  ridiculously 
excessive,  and  the  competition  of  Greek  currants  admitted  free  of 
duty  and  selling  in  New  York  as  low  as  f d.  per  lb.  with  trade  in 
the  poor  state  it  has  been,  has  contributed  to  the  unfortunate 
result.  The  future  looks  black. 
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“ Prunes  are  not  an  important  item  in  Southern  California. 
Ordinary  sizes  have  been  selling  at  1 \d.  to  1J d.  per  "lb.,  and  as 
the  production  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  i3  increasing  very 
rapidly,  there  seems  no  prospect  of  it. 

tf  Olives  and  olive  oil  are  articles  of  steadily  increasing  pro- 
duction here.  All  hitherto  produced  sell  fairly  well,  though 
authorities  differ  as  to  commercial  results.  The  supply  of  both 
fruit  and  oil  is  still  chiefly  imported  even  for  local  consumption, 
and  the  condition  of  the  industry  as  yet  is  scarcely  more  than 
experimental. 

“ Fruit  canning  is  restricted  here.  The  product  of  the  northern 
canneries,  restricted  as  it  was  last  year,  is  not  realising  cost, 
probably  the  coming  season  will  see  it  still  further  curtailed. 
Tomatoes  have  sold  well  and  have  been  largely  shipped  to  the 
Eastern  States,  in  consequence  of  a relative  failure  there  accom- 
panied by  low  freight  rates. 

“ The  walnut  crop  was  a pretty  good  one,  probably  100  car- 
loads, and  has  been  sold  at  3 ^d.  down  to  2 \d.  per  lb.  The  pea- 
nut or  ground-nut  is  an  article  that  is  also  produced  with  a 
measure  of  success  here.  It  sells  at  about  If d.  per  lb. 

“ The  last  crop  was  abundant  and  prices  are  low,  but  the  sale 
is  poor.  Extracted  is  quoted  in  carloads  put  up  in  cases  of  two, 
60  lb.  cans  each,  at  2£d.  to  2 \d.  per  lb.,  and  comb  at  4 d.  to  5 \d. 
The  dulness  of  the  trade  is  attributed  to  the  general  production 
of  the  article  throughout  the  world,  to  its  being  a luxury  not  in 
large  every  day  use,  to  adulteration,  and  to  the  low  prices  of  sugar 
and  sugar  syrups. 

6i  The  crop  of  Southern  California,  raised  in  Los  Angeles, 
Ventura,  and  Santa  Barbara  counties,  was  a good  average  one, 
say  20,000  tons,  and  is  selling  at  somewhat  over  Id.  per  lb.  on  the 
average.  A large  quantity  is  now  being  also  raised  in  the 
northern  coast  counties  and  on  the  Sacramento  River,  the  latter 
of  second  rate  quality  and  cheaper. 

“ Potatoes,  cabbage,  cauliflower,  and  now  also  celery  are 
largely  raised  for  shipment  east.  For  this  trade  prices  have  to  be 
extremely  low,  and  cultivation  is  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  Chinese, 
as  white  farmers  as  a rule  do  not  find  it  remunerative.  The 
Chinese  also  are  more  prompt  and  reliable  as  a rule  in  their 
dealings  with  the  shippers. 

“ The  production  of  asphalt  has  increased  since  last  year  by 
200  per  cent.  New  uses  are  being  constantly  discovered  for  it  as 
well  as  new  markets,  and  it  seems  destined  to  supply  the  United 
States  and  in  a measure  the  world.  The  yield  of  oil  on  the  other 
hand  is  limited  and  is  all  absorbed  locally. 

“ The  reader  of  the  foregoing  summary  will  be  able  to  form 
a tolerably  accurate  judgment  concerning  the  prospects  of  this 
country.  It  appears  that  some  leading  staples  have  reached  their 
extreme  development,  or  exceeded  it  for  the  time  being,  though 
there  is  still  room  for  growth  in  others  and  in  various  minor 
lines. 

“ I do  not  myself  believe  that  there  is  any  further  boom  in 
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prospect  here.  Commercial  business  generally  is  very  actively 
competent.” 

Messrs.  W.  P.  Fuller  and  Company,  the  principal  importing  Glass  and 
house  here,  write  me  as  follows: — “We  are  importing  but  very  cemeut* 
few  goods  to  Los  Angeles  direct  from  England,  most  of  our 
English  importations  are  made  by  our  San  Francisco  house. 

What  glass  and  cement  we  import  comes  direct  from  Belgium.” 

I have  been  unable  to  obtain  from  the  collector  of  customs  a 
statement  of  the  imports  and  exports.  The  bulk  of  the  imports 
consumed  here  are  entered  at  San  Francisco  and  San  Diego. 

Population  and  Industries . 

The  population  of  this  city  has  increased  from  51,000  in  1890 
to  about  70,000. 

There  were  954  deaths  in  this  city  during  the  year,  which  Health, 
gives  a death-rate  of  14‘61  per  1,000.  Nearly  a fourth  of  these 
deaths  were  due  to  consumption  contracted  elsewhere,  and  150 
were  the  subjects  of  coroners’  inquests.  The  births  numbered 
1,002  besides  78  still-births.  The  death-rate  is  based  on  an 
estimated  population  of  65,000. 

The  superintendent  of  buildings  reports  the  issue  of  building  New 
permits  in  this  city  as  follows.  F or  1892, 380,000/. ; 1893,  330,000/. ; buildings. 
The  actual  amount  expended  in  building  for  the  years  specified  is 
considerably  in  excess  of  these  figures. 

In  the  first  6 months  of  1893  the  considerations  named  in  all  Transfers  of 
deeds  filed  with  the  county  recorder  exceeded  the  amount  for  the  real  property, 
corresponding  6 months  of  1892  by  400,000/.  In  the  second  half 
of  the  year  there  was  some  decrease  on  the  figures  for  the  second 
half  of  1892.  The  total  for  the  year  was  3,100,000/. 

There  are  nearly  100  miles  of  street  railway  track  within  the  Street 
city  limits  of  Los  Angeles,  operated  principally  by  electricity  and  railways, 
cable,  and  carrying  about  12,000,000  passengers  per  annum. 

The  county  clerks  of  Los  Angeles  and  San  Bernardino  Divorce, 
counties  give  me  the  following  statistics  as  to  the  number  of 
divorces  applied  for,  and  the  number  of  decrees  of  divorce  granted 
in  their  respective  counties  in  the  last  2 years,  as  follows : — 


Divorces  Applied  for. 

Divorces  Granted. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

Los  Angeles 
San  Bernardino 

N umber. 
239 
42 

Number. 

291 

51 

Number. 

180 

26 

Number. 

209 

25 

I have  not  received  statistics  on  this  subject  from  the  other 
counties  in  this  district. 
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A 40-inch  sewer  was  constructed  in  1893  from  Los  Angeles 
to  the  ocean,  a distance  of  about  12^  miles,  at  a cost  of  about 
75,000/.  In  addition  to  this  amount,  upwards  of  60.000/.  was 
expended  in  sewers  and  street  improvements  in  this  city  during 
the  year. 

Two  trans-continental  railways  and  one  local  railway  run  to 
Los  Angeles,  moving  140  trains  per  day. 

In  my  report  for  1890  I stated  that  borax  is  found  in  prac- 
tically unlimited  quantities  in  this  district,  that  the  average  price 
at  the  factories  was  28/.  per  ton  ; that  the  cost  of  manufacture 
does  not  exceed  7/.  per  ton  ; that  the  borax  fields  are  in  few 
hands  ; and  that  the  price  is  kept  up  by  limiting  the  output. 
The  borax  companies  are  reticent  about  imparting  information  as 
to  the  output  and  cost  of  production,  one  company  frankly  writing 
me  that,  “ it  would  be  giving  the  inside  facts  of  our  business 
away,  and  that  would  not  be  good  business  policy  on  our  part.” 
The  price  now  is  26/.  per  ton  at  point  of  shipment. 

The  output  of  oil  in  this  district  is  estimated  to  be  1,200 
barrels  a day. 

1 make  the  following  extracts  from  the  last  report  of  the 
register  of  the  United  States  Land  Office  in  this  city.  The  area 
of  lands  in  this  district  is  about  24,000,000  acres,  of  which  iri 
round  numbers  6,300,000  are  surveyed  and  open  to  entry, 
5,600,000  are  unsurveyed  and  not  open  to  entry,  1,300,000  are 
included  in  the  forest  reserves,  and  the  remainder  of  the  area  is 
covered  by  railway  and  private  land  grants.  67,000  acres  were 
entered  and  otherwise  disposed  of  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1893. 

In  1886  the  population  of  this  city  wras  about  40,000,  the 
public-house  license  was  21.  per  month,  and  there  were  200  public 
houses.  In  1893  the  population  wTas  about  70,000,  the  public- 
house  license  wTas  10/.  per  month,  and  there  wrere  165  public- 
houses.  At  Pomona,  a small  town  in  this  district,  the  public- 
house  license  is  200/.  per  annum  payable  in  advance,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  business  is  regulated  by  an  ordinance  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  containing  the  following  somevffiat  onerous  con- 
ditions : — 

“ Sec.  5.  All  spirituous,  vinous,  malt  or  mixed  liquors  sold  or 
given  away  under  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  shall  be 
dispensed  in  a single  room,  fronting  on  a street  and  on  the 
ground  floor,  and  not  in  any  basement,  which  room  shall  not 
contain  any  card,  billiard  and  pool  table,  or  any  bench,  chair  or 
seat  of  any  kind,  save  and  except  one  chair  for  the  use  of  the 
licensee  or  his  employes,  which  chair  or  seat  shall  be  used  only 
by  such  persons.  The  front  of  said  room  shall  contain  windows 
which  shall  occupy  at  least  one-half  of  said  frontage  and  contain 
clear,  plain  glass,  which  shall  extend  to  within  at  least  3 feet  of 
the  floor  and  ceiling,  and  be  set  in  frames  of  the  ordinary  kind 
and  pattern  used  in  business  buildings  ; and  no  change  shall  be 
made  in  the  front  or  interior  of  said  room  after  said  license  is 
issued  without  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  No  curtain* 
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screen,  frosting,  paint,  ground  glass,  coating  or  any  other 
obstruction  or  device  of  any  kind  whatever,  shall  be  placed  or 
kept  before,  over,  in  or  upon  any  window  of  such  room,  but  at  all 
times  the  interior  of  such  room  and  every  part  thereof,  shall  be 
exposed  to  the  plain  view  from  the  street  on  which  it  fronts. 

Such  room  shall  not  be  connected  with  any  other  room  by  any 
door,  opening,  or  passage  whatever.  No  game  or  device  of  any 
kind  shall  be  played,  or  permitted  or  allowed  to  be  played,  in  any 
such  room  where  such  liquors  are  dispensed,  or  in  any  room 
under  the  control  of  the  licensee  or  his  employes,  adjacent  thereto.” 

Mr.  Fred  J.  Smith,  the  agent  at  Pomona  of  an  English 
mortgage  company  writes  me  with  reference  to  this  ordinance  as 
follows: — “The  High  License  Ordinance  is  being  strictly  en- 
forced, and  all  the  restrictions  in  regard  to  chairs,  tables,  back 
rooms,  screens  and  time  of  closing  are  fully  observed  to  the  great 
benefit  of  the  saloon  business,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people 
generally.  Indeed,  this  business  as  at  present  conducted  is  about 
as  decent  and  orderly  as  any  other  on  the  street.” 

In  my  last  report  I referred  to  the  operat  ions  of  the  San  Electricity. 
Antonio  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company,  stating  that  it 
was  intended  to  convey  the  current  to  Pomona  a distance  of 
15  miles,  and  to  San  Bernardino  30  miles,  to  be  used  for  light 
and  power  purposes.  As  the  length  of  the  circuit  is  greater  than 
has  been  heretofore  attempted  in  this  country,  I give  the 
following  particulars  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  Mr.  Burt,  the 
secretary  of  the  company.  “ The  water  is  diverted  from  the 
stream  through  a tunnel  1,300  feet  long,  then  taken  into  a 30-inch 
pipe  and  conveyed  2,000  feet  to  the  power  house  to  Pelton  water 
wheels  under  a head  of  410  feet  The  dynamos  are  Westinghouse 
alternators  each  of  120  K.  W.  (160  horse-power ),  and  each 
connected  directly  to  the  shaft  of  the  water  wheels. 

“ The  dynamos  generate  the  current  with  a potential  of  1,000 
volts,  whence  it  (the  electric  current)  is  carried  through  a series 
of  20  ‘step-up’  transformers  and  delivered  to  the  main  wires 
under  a potential  of  10,000  volts.  This  high  voltage  enables  the 
current  to  be  transmitted  to  Pomona  and  San  Bernardino  over  a 
wire,  the  diameter  of  which  is  only  one- seventh  of  an  inch.  At 
the  sub-stations  at  Pomona  and  San  Bernardino  the  high  voltage 
is  transformed  again  to  1,000  volts  through  a bank  of  transformers, 
the  same  as  those  at  the  power  station  only  connected  up  in  the 
reverse  order.  From  the  sub-stations  the  current  is  transmitted 
through  the  cities  in  the  same  way  as  electricity  is  distributed 
from  any  central  station. 

“ The  operation  of  the  plant  both  electrically  and  financially 
during  the  past  year  and  one-half  has  proved  eminently  satis- 
factory, so  much  so  that  we  are  increasing  the  electrical  capacity 
of  our  plant  in  the  same  way  as  the  original.” 

The  Los  Angeles  Glass  Company,  with  a capital  of  30,000/.,  Glass 
purposes  manufacturing  glass  here,  silicious  sand  can  be  obtained  comPany* 
at  various  places  convenient  to  the  site  of  the  propo-ed  factory  ; 
the  soda  ash,  however,  must  be  procured  from  England,  as  none 
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is  produced  in  tins  country.  It  is  estimated  that  soda  ash  can 
be  laid  down  here  at  6s.  per  100  lbs.  The  glassware  used  here 
is  imported  from  England  and  the  Eastern  States,  and  it  is 
alleged  by  the  promoters  of  this  company  that  the  carriage  and 
breakage  in  transit  more  than  counterbalances  the  higher  price 
paid  here  for  labour  and  fuel. 

For  several  years  past  I have  commented  on  the  increased 
culture  of  the  beet  in  this  district  for  the  manufacture  of  sugar, 
pointing  out  that  land  contiguous  to  the  sugar  factory  at  Chino 
is  offered  for  rent  in  small  or  large  tracts,  and  that  English 
farmers  coming  here  to  settle  would  be  wise  to  rent  land  here  for 
a year  or  two  before  purchasing.  Mr.  Gird  the  proprietor  of  the 
Chino  Ranch  writes  me  as  follows : — 

“ Total  product  of  sugar  at  Chino,  1892,  was  7,903,541  lbs. ; 
in  1893,  was  15,100,000  lbs. 

“ The  total  product  of  sugar  in  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June,  1893,  was,  cane,  450,633,915  lbs.;  beet, 
27,083,288  lbs. ; sorghum,  1,014,450  lbs. ; maple,  3,393,428  lbs. 
Total  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1893,  482,125,081  lbs.  Total 
production  of  beet  sugar  in  California  for  1893,  35,088,969  lbs. 

“ The  estimated  product  at  Chino  for  1894  is  25,000,000  lbs. 
The  sugar  beet  industry  has  proved  to  be  the  most  sure  and 
satisfactory  agricultural  proposition  in  California  to-day. 

“ Congress  has  taken  the  bounty  off  sugar  and  foreign  sugar 
is  admitted  free,  but  I am  pretty  well  assured  that  the  Senate 
will  not  pass  the  Wilson  Bill  as  sent  up  by  Congress,  and  will 
impose  a tariff  on  foreign  sugar  of  ^ d . to  J d.  per  lb.  The  bounty 
will,  I think,  be  taken  off  except  to  those  factories  that  were 
built  under  the  provisions  of  the  McKinley  Act,  which,  of  course, 
have  still  12  years  of  bounty  to  run  under. 

ic  Last  year  nearly  5,000  acres  were  put  into  sugar  beets  on 
the  Chino  Ranch,  of  which  2,000  acres  were  under  the  third 
year’s  cultivation  to  beets,  1,000  two  year’s,  and  1,000  was  sod- 
land  broken  up  for  the  first  time,  and  of  which  very  few  of  the 
beets  were  raised  for  sugar,  so  that  4,000  acres  produced  the 
45,000  tons  of  beets  that  went  into  the  factory ; the  2,000  acres  in 
beets  for  the  third  time  produced  an  average  of  18  tons  to  the  acre. 

“ The  factory  received  45,000  tons  of  beets  from  the  Chino 
farmers  and  nearly  7,000  tons  from  Anaheim,  making  a total  of 
nearly  52,000  tons  of  beets,from  which  was  produced  15,100,000  lbs. 
of  sugar.  The  season  was  a most  profitable  one  to  the  factory 
also.  The  Chino  factory  will  be  increased  to  1,000  tons  capacity 
for  1894,  to  be  able  to  take  the  product  of  over  6,000  acres  in  Chino 
and  3,000  acres  from  Anaheim.  We  expect  a total  production 
of  60,000  tons  at  least  from  Chino  and  about  35,000  tons  from 
Anaheim. 

“ There  is  no  doubt  but  that  Southern  California  has  the 
climate  and  soil  par  excellence  for  the  sugar  beet ; we  can 
raise  beets  cheaper  here  than  they  can  in  France  and  Germany, 
■with  their  low  priced  labour,  because  of  our  favourable  summers 
and  autumns  for  harvesting,  our  more  fertile  soil,  and  our  much 
higher  percentage  of  sugar.'’’ 
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Public  Works . 

In  my  last  report  I stated  that  the  Pasadena  and  Mount  Mountain 
Wilson  Kailway  was  constructing  a cable-electric  railway  to  a railway* 
peak  of  the  Sierra  Madra  mountains  overlooking  Los  Angeles. 

This  railway  is  now  completed  to  Echo  Mountain  3,500  feet 
above  the  sea.  The  second  section,  which  is  a cable  road  worked 
by  electricity,  is  3,000  feet  long,  and  makes  a direct  ascent  of 
1,300  feet.  The  president  of  the  company  writes  me  that  the 
undertaking  has  been  a financial  success,  and  that  the  third 
section  extending  the  road  to  a peak  6,700  feet  above  the  sea 
will  now  be  constructed,  and  that  another  large  hotel  will  be 
built  by  the  company  at  this  higher  elevation.  He  adds  that 
first  mortgage  bonds  to  the  amount  of  100,000/.  payable  in  gold 
with  interest  at  7 per  cent,  were  authorised  by  the  company ; 
that  40,000/.  worth  have  been  sold,  and  that  a portion  of  the 
remaining  60,000/.  will  shortly  be  offered  for  sale. 

In  1873  the  Los  Angeles  and  Independence  Railway  was  con-  Railway  to 
structed  from  Santa  Monica  to  Los  Angeles,  and  was  to  have  0wens  VaRey- 
continued  to  Independence  in  Inyo  county.  The  financial  panic 
of  that  year,  however,  arrested  further  construction  ; subsequently 
the  Carson  and  Colorado  Railway  was  constructed  to  Independ- 
ence from  the  north,  and  the  project  to  construct  from  Los  Angeles 
was  temporarily  abandoned. 

The  matter  is  now  again  under  discussion,  a company  has  been 
organised,  and  it  seems  probable  that  a railway  will  be  built  from 
Los  Angeles  to  the  Owens  Valley,  Inyo  county,  if  bonds  to  cover 
the  cost  of  construction  can  be  sold  in  England.  I do  not  know 
enough  about  the  country  through  which  this  line  will  pass  to 
express  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  enterprise.  I do  know, 
however,  that  it  is  a mistake  for  the  British  public  to  subscribe 
for  American  railway  bonds  when  the  whole  cost  of  the  enter- 
prise is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  realised  on  the  sale  of  such 
bonds. 

For  several  years  past  I have  commented  at  some  length  on  a Railway  to 
proposed  new  railway  from  Los  Angeles  to  Salt  Lake  City,  point-  Lake 
ing  out  that  it  would  pass  through  a very  rich  mineral  country; 
that  it  would  give  Los  Angeles  cheap  fuel  and  direct  connection 
with  the  North-Western  States,  and  that  it  would  materially 
affect  present  and  prospective  British  interests  in  this  district,  and 
the  demand  for  Australian  coal.  The  Nevada  Southern  Railway 
has  been  incorporated  to  construct  this  road,  and  commenced  the 
work  of  construction  last  year  at  this  end  of  the  line.  The  line 
has  been  completed  to  Vanderbilt,  an  important  mining  camp 
about  30  miles  north  of  the  point  of  commencement,  and  the 
work  of  construction  has  now  ceased  for  the  present  owing  to 
financial  troubles. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Salt  Lake  City  writes  me  as 
follows  : — 

“ We  have  attempted  on  several  occasions  to  promote  local 
interest  in  the  proposed  road  connecting  this  city  with  Los  Angeles, 
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but  have  made  no  satisfactory  progress.  The  depressed  financial 
condition  makes  it  difficult  for  us  to  accomplish  much  although 
we  recognise  the  vast  effect  upon  this  country  the  construction  of 
the  proposed  line  will  have.” 

A railway  manager  wrote  me  last  year  that  this  line  will 
never  be  built  until  the  Union  Pacific  decides  to  undertake  the 
work. 

Another  correspondent,  also  a railway  man,  now  confirms  this 
opinion  as  follows  : — 

“ The  Union  Pacific  is  the  only  line  at  all  likely  to  build  from 
Los  Angeles  to  Salt  Lake,  and,  owing  to  the  financial  troubles  of 
many  ot  the  overland  railways  further  construction  by  that  Com- 
pany at  present  is  out  of  the  question.  1 know  nothing  of  the 
Nevada  Southern,  but  see  from  the  newspapers  that  it  is  in  trouble 
financially,  hence  am  led  to  believe  that  its  bonds  have  not  been 
placed  in  England,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  that  market  I doubt 
if  they  ever  can  be.  It  is  quite  evident  that  another  independent 
transcontinental  road  cannot  be  made  to  pay,  and  they  understand 
that  proposition  in  London  just  as  well  as  we  do.” 

Notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  this  correspondent,  in  whose 
judgment  1 have  confidence,  I have  reason  to  think  that  the  road 
will  be  built  and  that  it  will  pay.  Persons  in  England  who  con- 
template investing  in  the  bonds  should  see  that  the  promoters  on 
this  side  put  something  in  besides  “ experience.”  As  stated  else- 
where in  this  report  it  is  quite  time  that  English  investors  ceased 
building  American  railways  by  purchasing  bonds  of  companies 
whose  share  capital  consists  wholly  of  heavily  watered  stock. 


Agriculture. 

In  regard  to  the  alleged  over-production  of  oranges,  the  fol- 
lowing facts  speak  for  themselves  : — The  export  of  oranges  in  this 
district  in  1890  was  26.000  tons;  in  1893  it  was  67,910  tons: 
and  1897,  when  the  orange  groves  now  planted  will  be  in  bearing, 
it  will  be  not  less  than  200,000  tons  unless  the  trees  be  injured  in 
some  way.  There  are  300  boxes  to  the  ton,  and  the  cost  per  box 
for  the  boxes,  and  picking,  packing,  papering,  and  hauling  to 
point  of  shipment  averages  Is.  6c/.  per  box.  The  railway  freight 
to  New  York  and  other  cities  in  the  Eastern  States  in  car-load 
lots  (10  tons)  is  3s.  6c/.  per  box,  making  the  total  disbursements 
(exclusive  ot  middlemen’s  charges)  5s.  per  box.  The  grower,  who 
3 ) ears  ago  received  10s.  to  16s.  per  box  net,  must  net  4s.  per 
box  on  oranges  growm  on  land  of  average  value  (say  land  worth 
40/.  per  acre),  and  the  commission  merchant  charges  10  per  cent, 
on  price  realised,  California  oranges,  therefore,  must  sell  for 
10s.  per  box  in  the  Eastern  States  to  make  the  industry  profitable 
to  the  growler.  The  Florida  orange  growers  recently  presented  a 
petition  to  Congress  asking  that  the  duty  on  oranges  be  increased 
from  Is.  to  4s.  per  box,  and  recited  the  following  facts  : that 

Florida  produces  from  300,000  tons  to  500,000  tons  of  oranges 
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annually ; that  it  costs  6s.  per  box  to  produce  oranges  in  that 
State  and  ship  them  to  New  York;  and  that  the  Mediterranean 
competitors  pay  so  little  for  labour  that  they  can  pay  the  present 
duty,  and  lay  down  oranges  in  New  York  at  5s.  per  box.  It 
would  appear  from  the  foregoing  that  the  outlook  for  the  Cali- 
fornia orange  grower  was  not  very  bright.  The  following  facts, 
however,  put  a somewhat  better  aspect  on  the  matter.  The  best 
California  oranges  ripen  late  in  the  season  and  do  not  reach  the 
consumer  until  the  Florida  and  Mediterranean  crops  are  pretty 
nearly  exhausted.  They  have  a better  flavour  too,  and  for  that 
reason  command  better  prices.  It  is  alleged,  and  I think  with 
reason,  that  they  bear  transportation  and  changes  of  climate 
better  than  other  oranges,  and  on  that  account  they  have  the 
monopoly  of  all  the  North-Western  States.  If  this  be  true  there 
is  little  danger  of  over-production,  as  the  markets  in  the  North- 
Western  States  have  been  but  little  developed,  and  will  expand 
almost  indefinitely  as  the  population  increases.  The  low  prices 
realised  for  California  oranges  in  the  last  2 years  is  ascribed  to 
want  of  proper  organisation  on  the  part  of  the  growers,  the  result 
being  that  too  many  oranges  are  shipped  to  some  cities  and  few 
or  none  to  others  on  this  point,  and  as  to  freight  rates,  the 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  this  city  in  an  address 
recently  delivered  before  that  body  is  reported  to  have  spoken  as 
follow : — 

“ The  indiscriminate  shipping  of  fruit  on  commission,  which 
has  prevailed  during  the  past  2 years,  has  resulted  in  demoralising 
the  Eastern  market,  and  our  people  ought  not  to  need  further 
lessons  on  this  point.  As  to  the  matter  of  freight  charges  a 
general  appeal  should  go  up  from  every  section  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia for  their  reduction  at  least  during  the  remainder  of  the 
present  season.  The  present  rate  is  50/.  per  car-load.  This  is  too 
much,  and  is  certainly  more  than  the  traffic  can  bear.  Under  the 
most  favourable  circumstances  the  railroad  gets  more  than  the 
grower  out  of  the  crop,  and  frequently,  as  the  case  stands,  it  gets 
two  or  three  times  as  much.  From  present  appearances,  unless 
some  action  is  taken  by  the  roads  very  soon,  a good  part  of  the 
present  crop  will  not  be  carried  at  all.  With  so  large  a part  of  the 
eastern  population  denied  the  small  luxury  of  two  or  three  oranges 
in  a whole  year  I decline  to  believe  the  orange  business  is  over- 
done. I believe  that  within  a year  or  two  it  will  re-establish 
itself  under  new  conditions,  and  will  be  as  prosperous  as  any 
reasonable  man  could  ask.” 

When  the  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  admits  that 
the  railways  get  “ more  than  the  grower  of  the  crop  ” (the  amount 
paid  the  railway  as  stated  above  being  3s.  6 d.  per  box)  “ and 
frequently  two  or  three  times  as  much,”  I hazard  nothing  in 
advising  Englishmen  not  to  invest  in  orange  groves  until  it  has 
been  proved  that  a market  can  be  found  for  the  200,000  tons  of 
oranges  this  district  will  produce  in  1897. 

The  crop  this  year  will  be  about  one- third  of  last  year’s  crop,  Loss  by  frost, 
owing  to  very  heavy  losses  by  frost  and  wind  storms.  In  Kiverside 
(1794)  G 
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and  other  orange-growing  districts  in  San  Bernardino  county, 

I am  advised  that  the  loss  from  frost  will  reach  60  per  cent,  of  the 
crop,  in  Los  Angeles  county  from  5 per  cent,  to  20  per  cent. 
Duarte,  in  the  eastern  portion  of  Los  Angeles  county,  is  almost  the 
only  important  orange-growing  district  which  has  entirely  escaped 
loss  by  frost.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  I see  in  the  Press  that 
the  duty  on  oranges  is  likely  to  be  reduced  from  Is.  to  8d  per 
box.  The  following  is  taken  from  an  article  in  a local  paper  on 
“Fruit  growing  and  Immigration”:— 

a A controversy  has  arisen  in  the  horticultural  Press  upon  the 
question  whether  it  is  better  to  proclaim  boldly  the  deplorably 
overdone  condition  of  the  fruit  growing  industry  and  to  publicly 
discuss  the  best  means  of  remedying  it,  or  to  continue  on  the 
track  hitherto  followed  of  protesting  that  everything  is  extremely 
prosperous,  and  that  over-production  is  an  impossibility — with  the 
view  of  unloading  upon  the  tender  foot.  Altogether  apart  from 
the  moral  aspect  of  this  question,  we  should  think  that  its  solution 
on  the  ground  of  policy  could  not  present  any  very  serious 
difficulty.  Selling  out  can  only  suit  the  speculative,  movable 
element,  a fraction  of  the  whole,  and  that  the  least  desirable. 
The  great  majority,  for  one  reason  or  other,  must  stay  where  they 
are,  and  devote  themselves  to  the  improvement  of  their  condi- 
tions, or  to  making  the  best  of  them.” 

In  the  course  of  this  controversy,  it  has  been  urged  that  the 
present  protective  duties  on  raisins,  oranges,  and  prunes  are 
essential  to  the  continuance  of  those  industries  and  that  over- 
production will  be  overcome  by  marketing  the  surplus  in  Europe. 
It  is  not  explained,  however,  how  growers  here  can  compete  with 
those  in  Europe  without  reducing  prices  in  the  home  market  to 
the  figure  they  would  stan’d  at  if  there  was  no  protective  duty. 
The  true  solution  appears  to  be  that  the  home  market  should  be 
thoroughly  worked  up  by  small  shipments  to  all  the  towns  and 
villages  of  the  Eastern  States,  and  the  cost  of  production  and 
marketing  be  cheapened  as  much  as  possible  by  improved  ap- 
pliances. When  the  Nicaragua  Canal  is  completed,  it  is  not 
improbable  that  fruit  growers  here  will  be  able  to  compete  with 
those  of  Europe,  at  present,  however,  the  cost  of  production  and 
transportation  appears  to  preclude  this  solution  of  the  difficulty. 
It  is  stated  above  by  the  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
that  freight  rates  should  be  reduced.  I wrote  Mr.  Crawley,  of 
the  Southern  Pacific  Company,  on  the  subject,  and  in  his  reply 
he  makes  the  following  remarks  : — 

“ Cars  containing  citrous  fruit  are  given  special  service  in  the 
matter  of  time  and  personal  attention  on  the  part  of  train  men, 
who  are  expected  to  open  and  close  ventilators  according  to  tem- 
perature, which  varies  considerably  in  a run  of  from  2,500  miles 
to  3,000  miles  from  sea-level  to  sea-level  over  ranges  of  mountains 
7,000  feet  to  9,000  feet  elevation.  Citrous  fruit  is  generally 
loaded  in  refrigerator  cars  that  weigh  12,000  lbs.  to  14,000  lbs. 
more  than  the  ordinary  cars.  Hence,  these  facts  taken  into  con- 
sideration, show  that  the  rate  of  5s.  per  100  lbs.  is  a very 
low  one.” 
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The  Horticultural  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  San 
Bernardino  report  as  follow  : — That  the  orchards  in  that  county 
are  comparatively  free  from  insect  pests  and  diseases  of  a 
dangerous  character ; that  5,867  acres  have  been  planted  in  fruit 
trees  during  the  year  1893 ; that,  taking  into  consideration  the 
reduction  in  territory  in  that  county  owing  to  the  formation  of 
Riverside  county,  this  is  a large  increase  on  the  acreage  planted 
in  fruit  trees  in  1892  ; and  that  the  total  acreage  in  fruit  trees  in 
that  county  on  November  1, 1893,  was  32,164.  The  Horticultural 
Commissioner  for  this  (Los  Angeles)  county  writes  me  that  the 
total  acreage  in  fruit  trees  in  the  county  is  60,050  acres.  With 
reference  to  scale  bugs  he  says: — “ The  white  and  yellow  scale 
have  practically  disappeared.  The  red  and  black  are  still  giving 
trouble  in  the  citrous  orchards.  In  the  deciduous  orchards  we 
still  have  ‘pernicious/  ‘black/  and  ‘ frosted  3 scale,  and  in  the 
apple  and  pear  orchards,  ‘woolly  aphis’  and  ‘ codlin  moth.’  In 
some  districts  the  frost  did  considerable  damage  to  the  orange  and 
lemon  crop,  not  to  exceed  20  per  cent,  in  the  worst,  in  many  dis- 
tricts no  damage  at  all  was  done.” 

I pointed  out  some  years  ago  that  the  “ white  scale  ” had  al-  Scale  bugs, 
most  destroyed  the  orange  trees  in  this  district,  and  that  this 
scale  was  entirely  exterminated  by  the  Yedalia  Cardinalis,  an 
insect  imported  from  Australia.  It  is  recognised  that  the 
marvellous  success  of  this  experiment  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
natural  enemies  of  the  Yedalia  Cardinalis  were  not  brought  with 
it,  and  it  therefore  had  an  advantage  which  it  did  not  possess  in 
its  native  land.  Other  similar  experiments  are  constantly  being 
tried  to  destroy  the  “red  scale  ” and  other  injurious  pests,  as  yet, 
however,  without  any  marked  success.  Extermination  of  any 
species  by  parasites  is  the  exception,  as  their  mission  in  nature  is 
not  to  exterminate,  but  to  impose  a check  on  too  great  increase. 

In  my  report  for  1891  I stated,  on  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Yiticulture,  that  a new  disease 
known  here  as  the  “California  vine  disease”  had  destroyed 
20,000  acres  of  vines  in  this  district.  Professor  Newton  B. 

Pierce,  an  agent  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  who  is  now 
stationed  in  Southern  California  conducting  experiments  on  plant 
diseases,  writes  me  as  to  this  disease  and  as  to  the  phylloxera  as 
follows : — 

“ The  ‘ California  vine  disease  * remains  about  as  last  year.  It 
developed  during  the  heat  of  the  summer  of  1893  in  a considerable 
number  of  the  remaining  old  vineyards  and  a few  of  the  new. 

While  decreasing  as  a whole  there  are  still  a few  new  cases,  and 
the  old  are  still  present,  a few  old  vineyards  becoming  virtually 
worthless  in  1893.  Small  vineyards  kept  well  supplied  with 
moisture  show  greater  powers  of  resisting  the  trouble  than 
formerly. 

“ With  respect  to  phylloxera,  I have  to  say  that  I discovered 
the  insect  in  a small  vineyard  of  Y.  Yinafera  vines  about  18 
months  since.  Its  presence  there  (on  that  ranch)  was  apparently 
of  some  8 years  to  10  years  standing,  but  owing  to  the  f’aot  that 
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the  old  vineyard  on  this  place  died  suddenly  through  the  action 
of  the  4 California  vine  disease/  and  shortly  after  the  probable 
time  of  introduction  of  phylloxera,  that  insect  is  supposed  to  have 
only  retained  life  in  a few  remaining  roots  of  the  old  vines.  A 
later  vineyard  of  muscats  was  set  upon  this  ground,  and  I dis- 
covered the  presence  of  the  pest  some  2 years  after  it  had  begun 
its  work  in  this  second  vineyard.  As  there  are  almost  no  adjoin- 
ing vineyards,  owing  to  their  destruction  by  the  California 
disease,  it  is  believed  by  most  residents  that  the  insect  is  confined 
to  this  muscat  vineyard  of  some  4 acres.  This  vineyard  has  been 
removed,  and  is  being  watched  with  care  and  the  ground  treated 
according  to  the  views  of  the  Horticultural  Commissioners.  It 
is  hoped  by  the  growers  that  the  insect  is  now  effectually  limited 
to  the  one  spot  and  that  no  general  harm  will  result  from  its 
presence.  The  radical  and  thorough  measures,  which,  as  an  agent 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  I have  recommended  and 
worked  for  have  not  been  carried  out.  Time  will  only  tell  the 
wisdom  or  short-sightedness  of  this  matter.  We  hope  for  the 
best. 

“ I can  say,  at  least,  that  there  is  no  immediate  danger  of  a 
general  nature  pending,  and,  even  if  the  insect  is  not  wholly  des- 
troyed, any  general  danger  may  be  prevented  for  a quarter  of  a 
century,  or  even  longer,  if  proper  steps  are  followed  from  now 
on.  The  immediate  danger  is  so  small  that  publicity  will 
assuredly  do  far  more  harm  than  the  pest  itself  is  capable  of 
doing  as  now  conditioned.  Orange  county  is  the  only  seat  of  the 
pest  at  present  in  Southern  California,  so  far  as  known,  at  least 
in  a 4 Yitis  vinifera  ’ vineyard.” 

I stated  in  my  last  report  that  it  was  reported  that  Mr.  Elwood 
Cooper,  of  Santa  Barbara,  had  sold  his  olive  groves  to  an  English 
Company  for  40,0007.  Mr.  Cooper,  who  is  the  founder  of  the 
olive  oil  industry  in  this  State,  informs  me  that  the  sale  was  not 
completed,  and  he  has  kindly  given  me  the  following  interesting 
particulars  about  the  industry. 

44  Last  year  wTas  4 an  off  year  ? for  olives.  We  never  count  on 
getting  more  than  one  fair  crop  in  2 years.  The  best  return  I 
have  had  is  1,500  bottles  to  the  acre,  but  this  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected often.  500  bottles  to  the  acre  is  a good  crop,  selling  retail 
at  4 s.  per  bottle.  The  commissions,  insurance,  advertising,  &c., 
amount  to  fully  25  per  cent.,  and  picking,  packing,  bottling,  &c., 
25  per  cent,  more,  leaving  250  bottles  per  acre,  and  from  this 
again  must  be  deducted  the  cost  of  pruning,  washing  the  trees, 
cultivating,  and  other  expenses.  It  is  a good  business  if  you  can 
sell  the  oil  for  4 s.  per  bottle.  I can  sell  all  I have  for  the  present, 
but  when  the  large  orchards  now  being  planted  come  into  bearing 
it  is  a question.  Unless  consumers  who  use  the  imported  abomi- 
nations sold  under  false  labels  can  be  instructed  as  to  the  danger 
of  using  cotton-seed  oil  in  any  form.”  The  olive  tree  grows  well 
here,  and  the  business  has  been  so  profitable  that  a large  number 
of  persons  have  engaged  in  it  the  last  3 or  4 years.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  there  are  about  6,000  acres  in  olive  trees  in  this 
district,  and  the  acreage  is  largely  increasing  every  year. 
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In  October  last,  an  International  Irrigation  Congress  was  irrigation, 
held  in  this  city,  and  was  attended  by  duly  accredited  delegates 
from  New  South  Wales,  South  Africa,  British  India,  France, 

Russia,  Mexico,  Ecuador,  Peru,  and  16  States  and  territories  of 
the  United  States.  The  Congress  sat  5 days,  and  before  adjourn- 
ing adopted  an  address  “ To  the  people  of  the  United  States,” 
from  which  I make  the  following  extracts: — Macauley’s  prophecy, 
that  when  the  New  World  is  as  thickly  populated  as  the  Old, 
wages  will  be  as  low,  and  as  many  people  will  be  out  of  employ- 
ment as  in  the  Old  World,  and  “then  the  institutions  of  the 
United  States  will  be  fairly  brought  to  the  test,”  is  first  recited, 
and  the  address  continues  as  follows : — 

“ The  public  lands  which  still  belong  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  for  the  most  part  arid  or  semi-arid,  requiring 
the  artificial  application  of  water  to  render  them  productive. 

They  lie  between  the  97th  meridian  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  and 
are  divided  between  17  States  and  territories.  This  domain  is 
estimated  by  the  General  Land  Office  to  contain  542,000,000  acres. 

Enough  of  this  land  is  arable  to  provide  homes  and  farms  for 
millions  of  people.  The  portion  which  can  never  be  cultivated  is 
valuable  for  range  purposes  or  for  forest  reservations.  Notwith- 
standing the  present  condition  of  these  arid  lands,  we  confidently 
predict  that  they  will  become  the  seat  of  the  highest  civilisation 
and  the  greatest  average  prosperity  yet  developed  on  this  conti- 
nent. The  intensive  scientific  cultivation  rendered  possible  by 
irrigation  results  in  the  largest  conceivable  development  of  inde- 
pendence and  prosperity  on  the  fewest  possible  number  of  acres. 

The  conditions  of  social  life  which  naturally  grow  up  in  a region 
of  small  farms  are  among  the  strongest  attractions  of  the  irrigated 
districts  of  the  west.” 

The  address  then  recites  the  existing  conditions,  and  the 
national  legislation  required,  and  outlines  a policy  calculated  to 
result  in  a uniform  system  of  irrigation  works.  Reference  was 
made  to  the  fact  that  the  irrigation  of  the  rice  fields  of  India  has 
proved  profitable  financially.  As,  however,  both  money  and 
labour  are  cheap  in  India,  the  inference  that  extensive  irrigation 
works  will  prove  correspondingly  profitable  here  is  hardly  a fair 
one.  An  official  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress  has 
been  issued,  and  is  for  sale  here,  price  Is. 

In  my  report  for  1891  I commented  at  some  length  on  an  Irrigation 
irrigation  law  of  this  State,  known  as  the  “ Wright  Act,”  under  Act. 
which  two-thirds  of  the  freeholders  in  any  district  capable  of 
irrigation  from  a common  source,  may  form  an  irrigation  district, 
vote  bonds,  and  use  the  money  in  supplying  their  lands  with  water. 

Bonds  have  been  issued  in  this  and  adjoining  counties  to  the 
amount  of  several  millions,  and  a very  large  increase  has  been 
made  in  the  acreage  of  land  suitable  for  fruit  culture.  The 
principal  objection  to  the  Act  is  that  the  land  is  made  too  valuable 
for  general  farming,  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  it  will  pay  to 
plant  more  fruit  trees.  As  a rule,  persons  lending  money  on 
mortgage  refuse  to  lend  on  land  included  in  an  irrigation  district, 
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as  the  bonds  are  a first  lien,  and  cases  haye  come  within  my 
knowledge  of  grain  farmers  losing  their  property  owing  to  ina- 
bility to  pay  the  annual  assessment  to  cover  the  interest  on  the 
bonds.  The  bonds  negotiated  have  been  taken  almost  wholly  by 
contractors  for  work  done  in  supplying  water. 

The  system  of  irrigation  in  Kern  county,  which  is  the  most 
extensive  and  complete  of  any  county  in  the  State,  was  not  the 
result  of  legislation  enactments,  but  was  wholly  the  result  of 
private  enterprise.  The  main  canal  and  branches  aggregate 
nearly  700  miles,  and  at  the  point  of  diversion  the  canal  is  120 
feet  wide.  Apart  from  the  raisins,  peaches,  and  other  fruits 
raised  on  the  irrigated  land  in  this  county,  the  introduction  of 
water  on  the  arid  plains  of  the  county  has  produced  the  largest 
fields  of  alfalfa  in  the  State,  supporting  large  bands  of  sheep  and 
cattle.  In  my  last  report  I pointed  out  that  the  census  of  1890 
placed  the  average  value  of  arable  land  in  Kern  county  at  21.  per 
acre,  and  in  Los  Angeles  county  at  19/.  per  acre,  and  I hazarded 
the  opinion  that  the  difference  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  heat  in 
Kern  county  is  almost  unbearable  in  summer.  This  remark 
brought  forth  a protest  from  the  Kern  County  Land  Company,  a 
corporation  which  has  a capital  of  2,000,000/.  a d has  for  sale 
325,000  acres  of  land.  I am  assured  by  the  manager  of  this 
company  that  the  heat  is  not  unbearable,  and  that  it  is  always 
cool  at  night.  He  adds,  a The  community  includes  some  150  to 
200  English,  settled  here  during  the  last  4 years.  We  are 
making  special  efforts  to  increase  and  strengthen  the  English 
colonies  established  here,  and  depend  largely  on  Great  Britain 
for  future  settlers.  With  such  extensive  properties  to  dispose 
of,  our  policy  must  be  a permanent  one,  and  we  make  it  our 
strict  duty  to  prevent  investment  by  those  who  appear 
unfitted  for  the  country,  or  who  have  insufficient  money  to 
successfully  bring  their  orchards  into  profitable  bearing.  Prices 
of  land  vary  from  15/.  per  acre  to  20/.  per  acre  according  to 
location,  and  include  a perpetual  water  right.  A charge  of  6s.  per 
acre  per  annum  is  made  for  the  use  of  a stipulated  amount  of 
water,  such  as  is  deemed  sufficient  to  properly  irrigate  the  crops 
planted.’’  At  the  request  of  the  company,  Mr.  W.  Herbert 
Farquharson,  an  English  settler,  has  written  me  about  Kern 
county,  and  I make  the  following  extract  from  his  letter  : “ The 

only  discomfort  is  the  heat  in  t he  summer.  It  is,  however, 
perfectly  healthy,  and  I have  worked  all  the  hay  season  from 
6 a.m.  to  6 p.m.,  pitching  alfalfa  hay  without  feeling  any  ill 
effects,  if  a man  is  steady,  industrious,  and  free  from  extrava- 
gant and  self-induLent  habits,  let  him  come  to  this  country  ; with- 
out these  characteristics  he  had  better  stay  away,  as  it  will  only 
end  in  his  failure,  and  in  his  giving  the  country  an  undeservedly 
bad  name.”  Exactly  so  ; with  these  characteristics,  however,  a 
man  can  succeed  in  England,  and  need  not  expatriate  himself  to 
make  a living. 

Captain  Almeric  E.  F.  Rich,  who  is  now  an  agent  at  Bakers- 
field, of  the  Kern  County  Land  Company,  has  also  written  me,  at 
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the  request  of  that  company,  stating  that  I may  embody  the 
whole  or  a portion  of  his  letter  in  this  report,  and  1 make  the 
following  extracts  from  it : u I am  not  a practical  farmer.  From 
May,  1878,  till  March,  1892,  I was  in  the  English  army,  from 
which  I retired  as  Captain  at  the  last  date  named — my  regiment 
was  known  in  the  old  days  as  the  10th  Foot”  Captain  Rich  states 
that  he  purchased  40  acres  of  land,  of  which  10  acres  was  planted 
in  prune  trees,  and  the  remainder  in  barley  and  corn,  and  pro- 
ceeds as  follows: — “ Prices  for  produce  of  all  kinds  have  been 
unusually  low  this  winter, yet  my  returns  off  the  land  in  19  months 
represent  30  per  cent,  on  my  outlay,  no  return  of  course  coming 
from  the  10  acres  planted  in  prune  trees,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
some  expense  being  caused  by  the  necessary  care  and  cultivation 
of  those  trees.”  This  is  the  mo3t  successful  farming  that  has 
come  to  my  notice  in  the  12  years  I have  been  in  California. 
The  letter  proceeds  as  follows  : “ Hens  lay  nearly  all  the  year  round 
here,  and  the  market  for  eggs  is  good,  while  the  price  for  good 
chickens  for  the  table  is  high.  Milk  and  butter  sell  readily  at 
good  prices.  Hogs  at  the  present  time  one  can  hardly  buy,  those 
who  have  them  being  anxious  to  have  more  ; now  I wish  to  point 
out  that  I have  paid  for  all  labour  and  work  done  on  the  place, 
not  putting  in  a day’s  labour  myself,  and  labour,  as  you  know,  is 
dear  here.” 

I have  stated  elsewhere  in  this  report,  and  again  earnestly 
reiterate  my  advice  that  Englishmen  coming  to  California  to  farm 
should  not  purchase  land  until  they  have  spent  at  least  1 or  2 
years  here.  Land  can  be  rented  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  and  if 
general  farming  is  as  profitable  as  from  Captain  Rich’s  letter  it 
would  appear  to  be,  an  industrious  tenant  farmer  can  no  doubt 
make  enough  money  in  a few  years  to  buy  a farm. 
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OPORTO. 

Captain  F.  Hay -Newton  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

My  Lord,  Oporto , July  10,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit,  herewith  inclosed,  a Report 
on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  this  Consular  District  for  the 
year  1893. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  F.  HAY-NEWTON. 
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* Note. — In  this  report  the  figures  are  given  incurrency,  as,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, their  conversion  into  sterling  would  be  all  but  impossible.  For  any 
one  desirous  of  information  I give  the  following  quotation  : — 
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The  wine 
crop  of  1893. 


General  Remarks. 

The  year  1893  has  in  no  way  assisted  to  raise  this  country  from 
the  difficulties  into  which  it  has  fallen  of  late  years,  there  being 
an  unfortunate  concatenation  of  circumstances  (which  it  would  bu 
out  of  place  to  enter  into  here,  though  thoroughly  well  known  to^ 
every  one)  which  holds  it  down  and  prevents  it  from  again 
becoming,  as  it  ought  to  be — with  its  rich  soil,  its  good  climate,  its 
long  seaboard,  its  steady  and  hard-working  people — one  of  the 
most  prosperous  countries  for  its  size  in  Europe. 

The  proposed  increase  of  what  is  called  the  “ Contribute^ ao 
Industrial,”  or  tax  on  industries,  trades,  and  professions,  has  caused 
great  excitement  throughout  the  country.  This  tax,  if  it  becomes 
law  in  its  present  form,  will  largely  increase  the  amount  hitherto 
paid  by  the  wine  shippers,  and  will  also  so.  seriously  affect  the 
industries  throughout  the  country  as  possibly  to  oblige  some  of 
the  firms  at  present  employing  a large  number  of  hands  to  close 
their  works,  the  duties  being  actually  in  excess  of  the  profits, 
thus  not  only  nipping  in  the  bud  the  beginning  in  this  country  of 
a promising  trade,  but  also  throwing  out  of  work  a number  of 
people,  principally  young  women,  who  are  wholly  dependent  on 
these  factories,  at  a time  when  there  is  very  little  prospect  of  their 
being  able  to  obtain  any  other  employment.  One  firm  alone, 
which  has  a factory  at  Lisbon  and  another  at  Oporto,  and'  which 
this  tax  would  hit  very  heavily,  employs  more  than  1,000 
Portuguese,  besides  a large  number  of  English  as  heads  of  depart- 
ments. Fortunately,  however,  after  several  excited  meetings  had 
been  held  throughout  the  country,  among  others  one  at  the 
Associa^ao  Commercial  at  Lisbon,  and  in  consequence  of  which 
the  Associa^ao  was  summarily  dissolved,  the  Government  has  at 
length  so  far  given  way  as  to  promise  to  again  take  this  tax 
under  its  consideration. 

Since  the  above  was  written  a new  decree  has  been  published 
containing  what  it  had  been  hoped  would  be  modifications  in  the 
industrial  tax,  and  although  certainly  in  some  cases  alleviation  is 
given,  in  others,  notably  in  cases  affecting  British  interests,  an 
enormous  increase  is  observable.  This  refers  to  agencies  of  British 
banks  and  insurance  companies,  and,  in  the  case  of  the  latter  at 
least,  the  taxation  is  such  as  to  be,  in  the  opinion  of  those 
interested,  prohibitive. 

Wine  being  the  principal  article  of  production,  and  by  far  the 
most  important  article  of  export,  the  general  failure  of  the  crop 
last  year  naturally  tends  to  upset  the  entire  economy  of  the 
country. 

It  was  greatly  feared,  owing  to  mildew,  the  sudden  changes  of 
temperature  in  the  spring,  followed  by  great  heat  which  dried  up 
the  grape  before  it  had  arrived  at  maturity,  that,  even  if  the 
quality  were  good,  the  quantity  would  be  small,  but  it  was  not 
expected  there  would  be  such  an  universal  failure  of  the  crop,  not 
only  in  the  important  district  of  the  Douro,  but  throughout  the 
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whole  country.  Had  the  failure  been  restricted  to  the  Douro 
district  no  great  harm  would  have,  perhaps,  resulted,  as  by  the 
falling-off  in  consumption  of  the  lower  qualities  of  port  wine, 
owing  to  strikes  and  other  causes,  by  the  artisans  and  miners  in 
England,  shippers  were  fully  stocked  and  general  dulness  has  pre- 
vailed, but  when  the  failure  extended  throughout  the  whole 
country  matters  took  a more  serious  turn.  A proposal  was  brought 
forward,  in  order  to  keep  down  prices  and  tide  over  the  bad  times, 
that  the  Government  should  be  asked  to  temporarily  reduce  the 
duties  on  Spanish  wines  imported  into  this  country,  but  this  at 
once  raised  such  opposition  throughout  the  Country,  as  being  harm- 
ful both  to  the  wine  producer  and  exporter,  that  the  idea  was  put 
aside  as  impolitic. 

The  consequence  was  that  the  usual  flow  of  wine  to  the  Brazils 
was  practically  stopped  consequent  on  the  inevitable  rise  in  prices, 
and  “ consumo  ” wines,  which  in  ordinary  years  cost  some 
15  milreis  or  18  milreis  a pipe,  rose  to  50  milreis  or  60  milreis. 

Some  few  years  ago,  before  the  phylloxera  had  devastated  such 
large  tracts  of  country,  this  failure  in  the  wine  crop  would  not, 
probably,  have  been  so  much  felt,  as  although  prices  would  inevit- 
ably have  risen  there  would  still  have  been,  owing  to  the  large 
area  then  under  vines,  a sufficient  supply  to  meet  the  demand, 
but  now,  when  even  in  a very  good  year  the  supply  is  scarcely 
sufficient  for  home  consumption,  together  with  the  yearly-increasing 
demands  to  Brazil,  a general  failure  as  in  1893  is  productive  of 
the  nrost  lamentable  results  to  the  country. 

In  order  to  meet  the  demand  in  Brazil,  the  shipper  had  to  seek 
his  supplies  elsewhere,  and  thus  found  himself  in  consequence 
obliged  to  resort  to  Spain.  Large  quantities  of  Spanish  wine 
passed  through  Portugal  in  transit,  empty  barrels  being  also 
shipped  in  great  numbers  from  this  country  to  Spain  to  be  there 
filled  with  Spanish  wine,  and,  with  Portuguese  marks,  re -shipped 
to  Brazil. 

As  it  must  be  some  considerable  time  before  wine  in  any 
sufficient  quantity  can  be  again  exported  from  Portugal,  I greatly 
fear  that  the  outcome  of  thus  allowing  Spain  to  get  a foothold  in 
Brazil  may  be  that  the  public  taste  will  become  accustomed  to  the 
Spanish  wines,  and,  finding  that  they  can  be  exported  at  a much 
lower  price,  this  large  and  increasing  trade  (one  of  the  few  of  any 
importance  remaining  to  Portugal)  will  become  alienated.  Thus 
much  capital,  a large  business,  and  the  carrying  trade  resulting 
therefrom  may  possibly  be  permanently  lost  to  this  country, 
rendering  its  financial  state  even  more  deplorable  than  it  is  at 
present. 

The  Government  is  apparently  waking  up  to  the  danger  which  Government 
threatens  the  country,  a decree  having  been  lately  published,  decree* 
stating,  among  other  matters  in  connection  with  wine  culture  in 
Portugal,  that  a special  commission  is  to  be  sent  out  to  Brazil  and 
the  neighbouring  countries  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  com- 
mercial conditions  with  regard  to  the  importation  there  of 
Portuguese  wines,  together  with  the  best  means  of  neutralising 
(1832) 
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the  competition  of  other  countries,  the  class  of  wines  most  in 
demand,  the  imitation  and  adulteration  of  Portuguese  wines,  &c. 
District  commissions  are  also  to  be  formed  in  this  country,  who 
are  to  report  to  a central  commission,  which  it  is  intended  should 
act  as  a medium  for  putting  the  foreign  merchant  in  direct  com- 
munication with  the  wine  grower. 

Brandy  Another  question  seriously  affecting  the  wine  trade  here  at 

the  present  moment  (and  this  is  one  which  more  directly  affects 
the  better  wines  of  the  country,  such  as  those  made  in  the  Douro 
district  and  known  in  England  as  port)  is  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  total  failure  all  over  the  country  of  the  vines  from  which  the 
a consumo  ” or  common  wines  are  made,  the  distillation  of  brandy 
has  ceased  (it  requires  7 pipes  to  8 pipes  of  ordinary  wines  or 
about  5 pipes  of  the  more  luscious  wine  of  the  Douro  to  make 
1 pipe  of  brandy).  It  would,  therefore,  surely,  have  been  good 
policy  to  have  slightly  reduced  the  large  duty  at  present  levied  on 
Spanish  brandies  ; this  would  have  to  a certain  extent  discounted 
the  great  loss  to  the  farmer  by  the  general  failure  of  his  1893 
crop,  and  would  also  have  prevented  the  too  free  use  of  Berlin 
or  other  spirit,  which,  on  account  of  its  comparatively  greater 
cheapness,  is  only  too  likely  to  occur;  but,  unfortunately,  this 
again  would  have  affected  certain  powerful  interests  in  the  Azores 
Islands  from  whence  is  imported  large  quantities  of  spirit  (distilled 
from  sweet  potatoes  or  imported  maize).  The  distillation  of  spirit 
in  the  islands  is  practically  a monopoly,  and,  as  is  the  case 
generally  with  all  monopolies,  the  spirit,  which  at  first  was  good. 

Adulterations,  has  greatly  fallen  off,  being  now  so  badly  rectified  that  it  is 
practically  useless  for  first-class  wines ; it  is,  however,  I under- 
stand, being  very  much  used  by  the  “ Tabernos,”  together  with 
the  juice  from  the  elderberry  and  other  deleterious  ingredients,  to 
fill  up  the  void  in  the  “ consumo  ” wines  occasioned  by  the  failure 
of  the  crop.  Raisins  imported  from  Spain  are  also  being  used 
by  certain  unscrupulous  persons,  these  added  to  cheap,  light, 
inferior  wines  impart  to  them  a fictitious  character,  and  allows  of 
their  being  passed  off  to  the  ignorant  or  unwary  at  prices  which 
would  be  impossible  for  a genuine  article. 

Banks.  Owing  to  the  very  critical  state  of  those  Oporto  banks  which, 

as  mentioned  in  last  year’s  consular  report,  had  formed  themselves 
into  a syndicate  for  the  construction  and  working  of  the  Salamanca 
railway,  they,  some  time  ago,  appointed  a committee  to  solicit 
assistance  from  Government  to  enable  them  to  get  out  of  their 
difficulties. 

The  distress  of  the  Oporto  banks  arose  from  the  fact  of  their 
having  large  amounts  of  capital  locked  up  in  this  railway,  which 
does  not  pay,  and  the  cost  of  which  enormously  exceeded  the 
estimates,  and  also  in  a loan  made  some  years  ago  to  the  Govern- 
ment, from  whom  for  some  time  past  they  have  been  receiving  no 
interest,  it  having  been  withheld  in  consideration  of  advances  made 
in  connection  with  the  line.  The  then  Minister  of  Finance 
promised  such  assistance  as  the  state  of  finances  would  permit,  but 
made  it  a condition  precedent  that  the  banks  forming  the 
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syndicate  should  amalgamate,  so  as  to  form  two  establishments 
only.  This  was  not  at  first  accepted  by  all  the  banks,  but  a short 
time  ago  the  Government  was  again  approached,  and,  as  a result 
of  the  negotiations,  the  banks,  with  one  exception,  have  now 
joined  their  businesses  together  into  one  concern. 

The  assistance  to  be  rendered  by  Government  consists  in 
favourable  terms  of  settlement  of  the  advances  made,  and  the 
repayment  of  the  loan  made  by  the  banks,  which  is  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Bank  of  Portugal,  and  in  virtue  of  which  repayment 
the  newly  formed  bank  will  receive  the  sum  of  about  2,500,000  milreis. 

In  making  the  accounts  with  the  Government,  it  was  found 
that  the  indebtedness  to  the  State  amounted  to  about  4,500,000 
milreis,  and  the  matter  of  the  loan  having  been  disposed  of 
separately  as  above  mentioned,  that  of  the  advances  for  the  rail- 
way, which  is  now  being  worked  by  Government,  will  be  settled 
by  means  of  the  retention  by  Government  of  the  subsidy  originally 
granted  for  building  and  working  the  railway.  The  amounts  due 
to  Government  on  this  head  are: — Subsidy  of  135,000  milreis 
from  1882  to  1889,  and  of  270,000  milreis  from  1889  to  the 
present  day  (the  increase  for  the  latter  period  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  it  also  has  relation  to  charges  in  connection  with  the  harbour 
of  Leixoes).  The  debt  would  be  thus  reduced  by  about  2,500,000 
milreis.  The  future  annual  subsidy  of  270,000  milreis  is  to  be 
withheld  for  payment  of  interest  on  the  advances  made  and  of  the 
deficit  in  the  working  of  the  railway,  the  balance  to  go  towards  a 
sinking  fund  for  the  extinction  of  the  capital  sum. 

The  general  unsettled  state  of  the  country  arising  from  so  Exchange, 
many  causes  has  naturally  had  the  effect  of  causing  a further  drop 
in  the  exchange,  or,  in  other  words,  increasing  the  premium  on 
gold. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  the  rate  on  London  was 
about  42 d.  per  milreis,  but  in  the  month  of  April  it  rose  to  44<7. 
per  milreis,  this  was  the  highest  rate  throughout  the  year,  and 
sovereigns  were  consequently  not  worth  more  than  5$450  reis,  or 
at  a premium  of  950  reis  each,  equal  to  21  per  cent.  This  rate 
was  maintained  until  the  middle  of  July,  when  it  began  to  drop 
steadily,  and  by  the  middle  of  August  the  ruling  rate  was  again 
42(7.,  it  continued  to  fall  steadily  up  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
business  done  December  31,  1893,  under  41  d.,  thus  making  the 
value  of  the  sovereign  equal  to  5$900  reis,  or  31  per  cent, 
premium. 

The  only  reason  I can  ascribe  for  the  rise  in  April  is  the  fol- 
lowing. It  being  well  known  that  the  Government  has  to  provide 
for  its  quarterly  coupon  due  abroad,  speculators  in  exchange  buy 
up,  in  anticipation,  all  bills  and  sovereigns  that  are  on  offer,  with 
the  object  of  supplying  the  Government  with  the  necessary  funds 
to  meet  its  requirements  abroad.  Last  year,  however,  the  April 
and  J uly  coupon  was,  I believe,  provided  for  by  two  or  three  banks 
in  Lisbon,  who  found  the  necessary  funds  in  London,  Paris,  and 
elsewhere,  so  that  when  it  became  known  that  the  Government 
was  not  in  the  exchange  market,  these  speculators  seeing  their 
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expected  profits  not  forthcoming  became  alarmed,  and  not  being 
able  to  bold  tlieir  stocks  had  to  sell  off  at  any  price,  and  the 
banks  who  bad  advanced  the  money  to  the  Government  counter- 
feiting indifference,  quite  a panic  in  exchange  was  for  a short  time 
the  result. 

For  the  present  year,  I am  informed,  the  Government  has 
adopted  a different  policy,  viz.,  to  buy  every  fortnight  about 
16,000/.,  and  by  this  means  avoiding  any  great  oscillations  in  rates 
at  any  fixed  period,  as  was  the  case  last  year. 

As  has  been  frequently  repeated  in  reports  from  this  Consulate, 
no  official  returns  are  published  at  the  custom-house,  but  are  all 
transmitted  to  Lisbon  to  be  embodied  in  the  general  statistics  of 
the  kingdom,  and  it  is  not  only  difficult  to  procure  official  informa- 
tion on  any  subject,  but  when  procured,  it  cannot  in  all  cases  be 
thoroughly  relied  on  ; as  has  been  done  in  previous  years,  therefore, 
I have  had  to  depend  chiefly  on  information  obtained  from  un- 
official sources,  or  from  extracts  privately  procured  for  me,  on 
payment,  from  the  custom-house,  consequently  the  figures  must 
only  be  taken  as  approximately  correct. 

The  custom-house  last  year  altered  their  classification  of  goods, 
thus  rendering  comparison  with  previous  years  of  amounts,  except 
with  certain  specified  articles,  impossible.  They  also,  in  the  month 
of  April,  1893,  began  to  calculate  the  value  of  the  pound  sterling 
at  5$400  reis,  instead  of  at  4$500  reis  at  which  rate  all  calculations 
had  previously  been  made,  which  therefore  compels  me  to  quote 
the  values  in  currency  as  given  by  them,  this  change  will  no  doubt 
also  account  for  any  apparent  discrepancy  in  values  as  compared 
with  previous  years  quoted. 

Fortunately,  however,  an  annual  consular  report  which  is 
intended  principally  to  assist  in  the  furtherance  of  British  commerce 
abroad,  and  to  supply  useful  information  to  producers  at  home,  is 
here  of  less  importance  than  probably  in  any  other  country  for  the 
following  reasons  : — 

The  import  duties  here  on  all  foreign  goods  have  lately  become 
so  prohibitive,  being  in  many  instances  two  or  three  times  the  initial 
cost,  that  with  the  exception  of  absolute  necessities  very  little  is 
now  being  imported  from  Great  Britain. 

There  are  many  British  commercial  houses  here  who  are  always 
ready  to  follow  up  the  slightest  indication  of  the  market,  though 
the  unfortunate  supineness  of  the  producer  at  home  too  often  causes 
the  opportunity  to  be  lost  to  Great  Britain,  and  I must  here 
remark  that  the  British  merchant  at  home  is,  in  his  manner  of 
working  the  foreign  markets,  very  much  the  inferior  in  many 
ways  of  his  foreign  competitor,  who  is  daily  cutting  the  ground 
from  under  his  feet. 


Trade  and  Commerce. 

Articles  of  all  kinds  imported  from  Germany  or  made  in  this 
country,  but  bearing  well  known  British  marks,  are  openly  exhibited, 
and,  although  generally  very  inferior,  they  obtain,  from  their  very 
cheapness,  a ready  sale. 
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Table  showing  Eeal  or  Declared  Value  of  Imports  and  Exports 
for  the  Years  1892-93. 


Year. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1892  

1893  

Milreis. 

10,068,200 

13,456,739 

Milreis. 

14,391,536 

11,684,449 

The  increase  in  value  of  imports  may  he  accounted  for  by  the 
large  increase  in  the  import  of  cereals  in  1893  over  1892,  see 
Appendix  B.  Whereas  the  decrease  in  value  of  exports  may 
possibly  be  accounted  for  in  the  large  decrease  in  the  export  of 
wine,  as  mentioned  in  another  part  of  this  report. 


Bevenue  of  Oporto  Custom-House  for  1892-93. 


Year. 

Amoun  t. 

Reis. 

1892 

4,539,502$968 

1893 

6,037,111  249 

Imports, 

As  regards  manufactured  goods  from  Great  Britain,  of  which 
small  quantities  are  still  imported,  perhaps  the  following  short 
summary  may  be  useful  to  the  producer  at  home. 

These  formerly  came  from  Manchester  in  large  quantities,  Q-rey  calicoes, 
unfortunately  this  business  has  entirely  ceased  owing  to  the  native 
factories  now  supplying  the  country,  and  the  new  feature  is  that 
not  only  have  they  cut  out  the  Manchester  trade  in  Portugal,  but, 
owing  to  the  good  and  pure  cloths  which  they  make,  they  have 
within  the  last  year  been  exporting  to  Africa  in  considerable 
quantities,  the  greater  part  being  shipped  to  the  West  Coast.  The 
reasons  the  Portuguese  greys  are  so  well  made  is ; firstly,  they  use 
nothing  but  the  best  and  newest  machinery ; secondly,  they  bring 
over  the  best  foremen  from  Lancashire. 

All  the  old  fashioned  designs  are  completely  unsaleable,  as  they  Printed 
are  now  printed  in  Lisbon.  Hew  designs  both  in  style  and  cloth  calicoes, 
still  meet  with  a sale,  novelties  which  are  artistic  and  neat  will 
meet  with  a good  sale.  The  reason  the  printed  calicoes  from 
Alsace  are  so  readily  sold  in  this  country  is  that  the  goods 
supplied  are  always  new,  varied,  and  artistic  in  design,  and  beauti- 
fully printed. 

Bleached  goods  are  now  done  in  this  country,  but  some  classes  Bleached 
are  still  imported.  goods. 
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White  pures* 

Bradford 

goods. 

Linen  and 
jute  goods. 


Bacalhau. 


White  pares  are  also  imported  for  dyeing  and  printing,  the 
heavy  cloths  are,  however,  made  here. 

There  is  a demand  for  the  lighter  cloths  which  pay  a less  duty, 
those  made  of  all  wool  are  preferred  to  mixture. 

Yarns  still  continue  to  be  imported,  but  the  unbleached  and 
bleached  linen  yarns  come  mostly  now  from  Germany,  as  they  are 
cheaper  and  better  made. 

Let  me  here  warn  Englishmen  coming  out  to  Portugal  to  be 
careful  as  to  the  contracts  they  enter  into  ; the  length  of  engage- 
ment, travelling  expenses  out  and  home,  &c.,  being  clearly  specified. 
Instances  having  arisen  of  men  being  engaged  as  foremen,  and  who, 
at  the  end  of  a year,  have  been  dismissed  as  being  of  no  further 
use,  everything  having  been  learnt  that  they  were  capable  of  im- 
parting, the  Portuguese  being  very  quick  to  learn. 

Several  new  factories  have  been  started  in  this  country  which 
are  doing  well,  where  they  have  not  been  too  heavily  handicapped 
at  the  commencement.  The  Portuguese  is  most  methodical  in  his 
work,  wages  are  very  low,  and  trades  unions  and  the  strike  curse 
are  as  yet  unknown. 

There  is,  however,  no  reason  why  English  cloths  should  not  be 
sent  in  larger  quantities  to  Portuguese  possessions  in  Africa, 
attention  being  drawn  to  the  following  points  : — 

1.  To  make  the  widths  required. 

2.  To  cut  the  pieces  in  small  or  large  lengths  as  required. 

3.  To  make  the  greys  well,  and  without  too  much  size ; the 
grey  calicoes  ought  not  to  be  much  pressed  as  it  spoils  the  appear- 
ance. It  should  also  be  remembered  that  in  the  African  trade 
goods  are  bartered. 


Paw  Cotton  in  Bales. 


Country. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

Brazil  . . 
England 
United  States  .. 
Other  countries 

Kilos. 

. . 3.185,678 

..  1,053,258 

905,342 
2 

Kilos. 

4,326,005 

1,897,412 

1,292,746 

527 

Mi'lreis. 

794,519 

203,279 

178,731 

5 

Milreis. 

1,329,898 

431,964 

207,409 

171 

The  reason,  I believe,  that  cotton  is  imported  in  larger 
quantities  from  Brazil  than  from  elsewhere  is,  that  most  of  the 
machinery  here  is  adapted  for  Brazilian  cotton. 

Bacalhau  or  dried  cod-fish  is  the  principal  article  of  consump- 
tion in  this  country,  there  being  an  average  monthly  consumption 
of  20,000  cwts.,  and  which  sometimes  rises,  as  has  been  the  case 
during  the  last  6 months,  on  account  of  a reduction  in  price  the 
result  of  a very  prolific  year  in  Norway,  to  25,000  cwts.  per  month. 

This  used  to  be  at  one  time  the  largest  market  for  English 
fish,  but  latterly  the  Norwegian  has  been  cutting  it  out,  both  on 
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account  of  greater  cheapness  and  more  careful  curing,  although  the 
original  English  fish  is  better. 

The  Newfoundlander  declares  he  can  only  work  for  (roughly) 
19s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.,  whereas  at  this  price  the  Norwegian  can  under- 
sell him  by  fully  3s.  per  cwt.  The  result  is,  that  not  only  is  the 
English  cure  being  knocked  out  of  the  market  here,  but  this  is  also 
the  case  in  all  the  other  European  markets. 


Y ear. 

Quantity. 

r- 

Newfoundland. 

Norwegian. 

Total. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

1891 

131,632 

96,751 

228,383 

1892  

121,620 

93,837 

215,457 

1893  

101,252 

159,216 

260,468 

Note. — The  import  duty  per  cwt.  is  2$030  reis. 


Rice. 


Country. 

1892. 

1893. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Great  Britain  . . . . 

Germany 

Total  all  countries  . . 

Kilos. 

4,931,932 

4,214,361 

9,315,580 

Milreis. 

249,555 

198,804 

457,294 

Kilos. 

5,661,577 

4,290,928 

10,145,782 

Milreis. 

271,549 

203,292 

484,724 

Although,  as  stated  in  the  last  report  from  this  Consulate,  rice 
from  Germany  is  considered  better  milled  and  there  is  a greater 
regularity  in  the  weight  of  the  bags,  still  the  import  of  rice  from 
England  is  annually  increasing,  while  that  from  Germany  is 
annually  decreasing.  This  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  fast 
that  only  the  superior  qualities  of  rice  are  exported  from  Germany, 
and  that  since  the  increased  import  duties,  the  people,  not  being 
able  to  pay  the  higher  price,  have  to  content  themselves  with  the 
inferior  qualities,  which  now  cost  them  as  much  as  did  formerly 
the  superior  quality. 

SuGAE. 


1892. 

1893. 

Country. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Kilos. 

Milreis. 

Kilos. 

Milreis. 

Great  Britain  . . . . 

4,146,508 

257,369 

4,961,972 

302,895 

France  . . . . 

2,005,717 

129,083 

29,718 

1,368,023 

85,508 

Holland  • • 

420,695 

1,157,803 

85,466 

Germany  . . 

Total  all  countries 

1,642,197 

108,793 

1,105,244 

73,233 

9,804,905 

639,685 

10,515,366 

678,116 

10 


PORTUGAL. 


The  total  annual  importation  for  the  last  10  years  shows  very 
slight  fluctuation. 

The  sugar  imported  is  principally  just  under  type  20  in  the 
Dutch  scale,  the  import  duty  being  less.  This  is  treated  in  this 
country  before  being  offered  for  safe.  A very  small  quantity  above 
type  20  is  imported,  principally  by  private  individuals, 

Mineral  oils.  MINERAL  OILS. 


1892. 

. 1893. 

Country. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Kilos. 

Milreis. 

Kilos. 

Milreis. 

United  States  . . 

6,263,265 

284,083 

5,457,111 

246,413 

Great  Britain  . . 

11,459 

1,206 

Germany 

2.950 

80 

126 

6 

Total  all  countries 

6,266,301 

284,176 

5,468,876 

247,727 

Although  the  cost  here  for  the  best  petroleum  is  15  milreis  for 
150  kilos.  (150  kilos,  cost  5 milreis  free  in  Oporto  ; duties, 
10  milreis),  it  is  far  from  being  of  the  best  quality. 

Butter.  France  last  year  took  the  first  place,  until  then  held  by  Great 

Britain. 


1892. 

1893. 

Country. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Kilos. 

Milreis. 

Kilos. 

Milreis. 

France  . . 

11,040 

5,247 

16,029 

7,710 

Great  Britain  . . 

13,934 

10,456 

12,377 

7,048 

14,887 

Total  all  countries 

26,772 

16,422 

26,647 

The  making  of  butter  in  this  country  has  of  late  years  very 
much  improved,  and  really  good  fresli  butter  can  now  be  bought  at 
the  shops  for  about  1$200  reis  the  kilo.,  made  on  the  best  principles 
and  in  the  cleanest  manner.  A common  quality  can  also  be 
bought  for  about  half  this  price. 

Coal,  The  importation  of  coal  in  1893  fell  off  as  compared  with  1892 

to  the  extent  of  about  15  per  cent.  This  may  be  attributed  to 
two  causes — (1)  the  high  prices  asked  for  coal  during  the  strikes 
in  England,  which  made  consumers  in  Portugal  use  other  sorts  of 
fuel ; and  (2)  the  increase  in  the  manufacture  in  this  country  of 
patent  fuel,  which  is  partly  made  of  coal  dust  imported  from 
England  and  partly  of  Portuguese  coal.  The  Portuguese-made 
patent  fuel  is  being  largely  used  at  different  mills,  and  for  cooking 
purposes.  One  or  two  Portuguese  anthracite  coal  mines  are  now 
being  worked,  and  this  coal  is  taking  the  place  of  English  coal  to 
some  extent.  Coal  from  the  north  of  Spain  has  also  been  intro- 
duced into  Portugal. 
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Table  showing  Coal  Imported  for  1893. 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

W elsb  coal . . 

, . . . 

40,000 

Newcastle  coal 

. . . . 

35,000 

Scotch  and  other  coal 

.. 

15,000 

Total  . . 

90,000 

Other  chief  articles  of  import  are  (see  Appendix  B) : — 

There  was  a very  large  increase  last  year  on  the  importation  of  Grain, 
wheat,  owing  to  the  had  harvest. 

The  flour  which  figures  in  the  appendix  as  imported  in  1893 
was  actually  imported  by  the  State  in  1890,  the  duties  having  been 
paid  last  year. 

This  comes  chiefly  from  Great  Britain,  the  total  amount  Margarine,  or 
imported  in  1893  being  2,446  kilos.,  as  against  1,683  kilos,  in  1892.  °^*tions  0f 

butter. 


Velocipedes. 


Article. 

Quantity. 

1892. 

1893. 

Velocipedes  ..  .. 

163 

725 

"■ Other  carriages”  are  also  classed  under  this  heading,  the 
number  imported,  however,  being  purely  nominal. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1893. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Clocks  . . 

1,127 

Milreis. 

4,859 

Milreis. 

Watches 

, . 

1,524 

. . 

6,057 

• • 

Pianos  and  other 
musical  instru  - 

ments 

• • 

2,361 

. . 

4,591 

.. 

Staves 

. . 

2,137,667 

. . 

2,214,206 

. . 

Skins  or  leather, 

raw  or  prepared  . . 

Kilos.  . . 

I 

753,660 

220,600 

733,128 

329,200 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  German  spirit  imported  during  Spirit, 
the  last  3 years  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Litres. 

Milreis. 

1891 

26,474 

5,270 

1892 

601 

140 

1893 

583,386 

53,922 
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Other 

imports. 


Wine. 


Cattle. 


Onions. 


Spirit  is  being  largely  used  for  tlie  inferior  qualities  of  port 
wines.  Even  this,  however,  owing  to  the  heavy  import  duties,  and 
the  stoppage  of  spirit  rectified  in  this  country  owing  to  the  pro- 
hibition by  the  Government  of  the  importation  of  maize,  is  at  an 
almost  prohibitive  price.  Good  Berlin  spirit  about  68°  Sykes  o.p. 
costs  about  150  milreis  a pipe,  as  against  foreign  brandy  at  about 
34°  o.p.,  costing  155-  milreis,  a little  more  or  less. 

An  attempt  is  being  made  this  year  to  grow  sweet  potatoes  for 
distillation,  but  with  what  success  remains  to  be  shown. 

Emery  paper,  iron  wire  (of  which  a large  quantity  is  imported), 
bottles,  hardware,  pearl  buttons,  and  printing  papers  are  imported 
chiefly  from  Germany,  Austria,  France,  and  Belgium ; iron  hoops, 
bars,  &c.,  from  Great  Britain. 

For  total  value  of  imports  from  the  various  countries  see 
Appendix  C. 


Exports. 


• The  principal  articles  of  export  are  wine,  cattle,  onions,  and 
fruit  (see  Annex  A). 

The  export  of  wine  to  England  for  1893,  although  about  the 
average,  was  a good  deal  less  than  for  1892,  which  was  abnormally 
high  owing  to  the  enormous  purchases  by  the  Burnay  Syndicate. 
This  year  the  crop,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  as  yet,  is  believed 
to  be  good  'but  small,  though  at  present  rather  later  than  usual. 

The  prohibition  of  the  importation  into  England  of  cattle  is 
very  severely  felt,  not  only  in  the  country,  but  also  by  the  carrying 
trade,  more  especially  at  present  when  the  general  trade  is  so  dull. 
This  was,  up  to  a few  years  ago,  a very  lucrative  trade,  as  many  as 
. 22,415  head  of  cattle  having  been  exported  in  one  year,  of  which 
22,393  were  sent  to  England.  A Government  notification  was 
issued  from  the  Ministry  of  Public  Works,  dated  May  23,  1894, 
declaring  the  whole  of  Portugal  free  from  foot-and-mouth  disease. 
France,  in  consequence,  cancelled  the  prohibition  of  the  importa- 
tion of  cattle  to  that  country,  and  small  quantities  are  now  being 
carried  weekly  from  this  port  to  Havre. 

Onions  are  annually  exported  in  large  quantities  from  the 
northern  provinces  of  Portugal.  This  country  has  for  many  years 
been  famous  for  her  onions,  but  some  years  ago,  seed  having  been 
sent  from  here  to  Yallencia  in  Spain,  the  climate  and  soil  seemed 
to  suit  it  admirably,  and  onions  are  now  exported  from  there  in 
possibly  larger  quantities  than  from  here. 

The  apple  crop  last  year  was  very  prolific,  but  the  fruit  was 
attacked  by  disease,  causing  the  stem  to  rot  close  to  the  fruit 
which  dropped  from  the  trees  in  large  quantities  while  still  unripe. 


Apples. 
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Year. 

Onions. 

Apples. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Y alue. 

Kilos. 

Milreis. 

Kilos. 

Milreis. 

1892 

, , 

13,566,087 

206,900 

1,913,514 

38,300 

1893  .. 

*• 

14,094,569 

348,600 

2,263,200 

45,300 

There  was  a great  increase  in  the  exportation  of  oranges  last  Orange 
year.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  improved  price  in  Great 
Britain,  as  they  are  often  left  on  the  trees  to  rot  and  drop  off 
anless  the  price  paid  makes  it  worth  the  trouble  of  picking. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Milreis. 

1892. . 

2,992,000 

4,500 

1893. . 

•• 

• • 

• • 

18,000,000 

27,000 

The  other  important  articles  of  export  are : — 


Articles. 

1892. 

1893. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Kilos. 

Milreis. 

Kilos. 

Milreis. 

Corks  . . . . 

366,632 

149,900 

345,966 

122,900 

Almonds 

99,030 

32,200 

72,205 

21,800 

Dried  vegetables 

1,184,902 

46,000 

1,805,048 

72,200 

Table  showing  Amount  of  Bullion  Imported  from  and  Exported 
to  Great  Britain  during  the  Last  '5  Years. 


Year. 

Amount. 

Imported. 

Exported. 

1889 

£ 

320,000 

£ 

1890 

150,000 

410,000 

1891 

26,530 

1,720,000 

1892 

1,448 

562,000 

1893 . 

4,500 

347,000 

In  the  exports  is  included  a small  quantity  of  Portuguese  gold. 
There  were  also  exported  in  bars  during  1891-92  : — 
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Year. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Kilo3. 

Milreis. 

1891 

20-5 

13,050 

1892 

80  ’7 

50,407 

1893 

• • 

• • 

Emigration. 


Total  number  of  passengers  embarked  from  Portugal  to  Brazil 
during  the  years  1891-93  were  as  follows  : — 


Year. 


Number  of 
Passengers. 


1891  | 28,534 

1892  ; 17,759 

1893*  I 28,109 


* The  late  revolution  in  Brazil  almost  entirely  stopped,  for  tlie  time, 
Portuguese  emigration,  there  being  20,000  passengers  during  the  first  6 months  of 
1893,  as  against  8,107  during  the  second. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  above  were  emigrants,  and  of  these 
the  majority  farm  labourers.  They  come  chiefly  from  the  northern 
provinces  of  Portugal  which  are  the  most  thickly  populated. 

While  the  cost  of  living  in  Portugal  has  increased  considerably, 
owing  to  the  effects  of  the  financial  crisis  and  from  other  causes,  the 
rate  of  wages  has  not  increased  to  a like  proportion,  and  in  fact  the 
demand  for  artisan  labour  has  decreased,  owing  to  the  stoppage 
of  public  works,  private  buildings,  and  the  general  financial  de- 
pression. This,  and  the  other  reasons  stated  in  the  consular  report 
for  1892,  may  account  for  the  large  emigration  which  is  out  of 
all  proportion  to  the  population.  Attempts  have  been  made  by 
Government  to  check  this  continued  stream  of  emigration  (which 
has  in  some  districts  depopulated  whole  villages,  besides  draining 
the  country  of  its  best  men)  by  putting  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  passports,  but  apparently  with  not  much  success. 

Statistics  show,  however,  that  many  of  those  who  go  to  Brazil 
return  to  Portugal,  and  they  almost  invariably  bring  back  with  them 
some  money,  the  savings  from  their  earnings,  the  rate  of  wages  in 
Brazil  being  considerably  higher  than  in  Portugal. 

Total  number  of  passengers  from  Brazil  disembarked  at  Lisbon 
during  1891-93 


Year. 

Number  of 
Passengers. 

1891 

11,906 

1892 

15,513 

1893 

15,591 

OPORTO. 


15 


Mines  and  Mining  Industry  of  North  Portugal. 

There  are  good  lodes  of  this  metal  running  from  north-west  to  Antimony, 
south-east  about  8 miles  from  Oporto ; the  principal  mines  are, 

Montalto,  Gondomar,  Tapada,  Yallongo.  These  have  been  worked 
for  some  years  with  more  or  less  success,  large  dividends  have 
been  paid  on  some  of  them,  but  as  a rule  they  have  been  mis- 
managed. The  antimony  is  found  in  the  quartz  reefs  which 
intersect  the  silurian  schists,  and  in  the  same  quartz  veins  gold 
appears,  sometimes  in  considerable  quantities,  but  whether  in 
paying  proportions  is  still  a problem  to  be  solved  by  mining 
engineers. 

During  the  last  S or  10  years  attention  has  been  attracted  Gold  quartz 
to  the  extraction  of  gold  from  the  above.  Quartz  (principally  from  and  auriferous 
the  antimony  mines  referred  to  above)  has  been  sent  to  Germany, iron  pyntes* 
and,  I believe,  also  to  England,  and  the  percentage  of  gold 
extracted  appears  to  be  favourable,  but  the  expense  of  shipping 
the  quartz  for  extraction  was  so  great  that  attention  was  turned 
to  effecting  that  process  here.  Great  secrecy  has  been  maintained 
with  regard  to  the  results,  therefore  no  opinion  can  be  formed  as 
to  whether  the  undertakings  have  been  profitable  or  otherwise. 

In  Portugal  there  are  three  distinct  coal  deposits.  In  the  north  Coal, 
near  Oporto  the  coal  is  anthracite,  of  good  quality,  but  often  so 
mixed  with  shale  as  to  render  the  working  difficult.  The  principal 
mines  are,  St.  Pedro  da  Cora,  Passal  de  Baisco,  Covello  and 
Midoes,  Pejao.  The  coal  extracted  from  these  mines  is  used  in 
Oporto  for  cooking  ranges  and  stoves,  and  the  soft  coal  is  made 
into  briquettes  (patent  fuel)  for  the  same  purpose. 

Near  Busaco  at  Santa  Catharina  there  are  some  coal  beds  of  a 
semi-bituminous  coal,  but  these  mines  are  not  now  being  worked. 

The  principal  mines  are  Bra^al  and  Coimbra,  working ; and  silver  lead 
Gondarem,  not  working.  and  lead. 

A small  amount  is  extracted  and  shipped  abroad  from  a mine  Manganese, 
near  Anadia. 

This  metal  is  found  distributed  generally  all  over  Northern  Iron. 
Portugal  in  larger  or  smaller  degrees.  The  only  large  deposit  is  at 
Moncorvo  about  80  miles  up  the  river  Douro.  This  iron  is  magnetic 
and  the  supply  is  very  large,  but  the  distance  from  a seaport 
renders  it  valueless,  until  a railway  or  other  means  of  communica- 
tion enables  it  to  be  shipped  at  a small  expense. 

A small  amount  of  gold  washing  is  done,  but  only  in  summer, 
and  by  loafers. 


Slate  and  Marble  Quarries. 

There  are  several  very  good  slate  and  marble  quarries  in 
Northern  Portugal.  The  latter,  although  the  marble  is  of  very 
fine  quality,  either  from  bad  management  or  some  other  cause  do 
not  seem  to  be  worked  with  success.  Slate,  however,  is  worked 
in  some  districts  most  successfully.  One  quarry,  near  Yallongo, 
belonging  to  an  English  Company,  exports  slabs,  beds  for  billiard 
(1832)  * b 
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tables,  and  slates  for  roofing,  both  to  England  and  Brazil.  One 
slab  17  feet  long,  from  this  quarry,  was  exhibited  at  the  Adelaide 
Exhibition. 


Public  Works. 

These  have  everywhere  been  completely  stopped,  owing  to  want 
of  funds.  The  consequence  is  that  large  buildings,  originally 
intended  for  hospitals  or  public  offices,  are  left  half  built  and  fast 
becoming  ruins,  while  roads,  on  which  large  sums  of  money  have 
been  spent  (among  others  a new  road  called  the  “ Circumvallation 
Boad,”  of  which  great  things  are  expected  in  the  future,  and  of 
which  an  account  was  given  in  the  Consular  report  for  1892),  are, 
for  the  same  reason,  left  in  a half-finished  state,  all,  or  nearly  all, 
work  on  them  being  suspended. 

The  roads  around  Oporto,  which  were  at  one  time,  I believe, 
kept  in  excellent  repair,  are  now  becoming  almost  impassable  for 
A^ehicular  traffic,  except  for  the  bullock  cart,  the  principal  cause  of 
all  the  evil. 


Shipping  ancl  Navigation. 

The  total  number  of  ships  of  all  nations  which  crossed  the  bar 
in  1893  was  more  than  in  1892,  but  less  than  in  1891,  and  the 
total  number  which  entered  the  harbour  of  Leixoes  in  1893  was 
slightly  less  than  in  1892.  This  last  may,  to  a certain  extent,  be 
accounted  for  by  the  emigration  to  Brazil  having  entirely  ceased 
during  the  revolution  ; ships  to  embark  emigrants,  in  consequence, 
stopped  calling. 

The  largest  ship  which  entered  Leixoes  Harbour  last  year  was 
the  British  steamship  “ Orellana,”  of  3,095  tons  register,  401  feet 
long,  and  25  feet  draught  of  water.  During  the  year  13,558 
passengers,  chiefly  emigrants  to  Brazil,  embarked,  and  229  dis- 
embarked at  this  harbour. 

A proposal  is  just  now  before  the  Government  for  connecting 
the  harbour  of  Leixoes  with  the  Douro  by  means  of  a ship  canal, 
5 kiloms.  long,  25  metres  wide,  and  24  feet  deep,  with  a lock  at 
each  entrance  ; this  would  allow  ships  drawing  22  feet  to  enter  the 
river  at  all  states  of  the  tide,  and  there  is  sufficient  water  in  the 
Douro  for  ships  of  that  draft.  This  proposal  also  embraces  making 
the  river  navigable,  by  means  of  steam  towage,  as  far  up  as 
Moncorvo,  where  there  are  large  iron  deposits.  The  Government 
have  gone  so  far  as  to  appoint  a committee  of  three  persons  to 
examine  into  the  question,  and  report  as  to  the  best  means  of 
carrying  out  the  proposal. 


Chicago  Exhibition. 


It  having  been  considered  advisable,  as  a means  of  making  the 
Portuguese  wines  better  knowm  in  the  United  States,  to  which  at 
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present  a comparatively  small  amount  is  exported,  to  send  samples 
to  the  Chicago  Exhibition  of  the  various  qualities  grown  in  this 
country;  the  Commercial  Association  here,  in  conjunction  with 
several  wine  shippers  and  growers,  took  the  matter  in  hand,  with 
the  satisfactory  result  that  the  Portuguese  wines  have  obtained  the 
most  honourable  classifications  and  the  highest  awards. 

Except  to  one  firm,  which  makes  a soap  in  a very  colourable  Soap, 
imitation  of  a well-known  English  brand  (and  possibly  also  to  the 
makers  of  the  quite  common  soaps),  this  is  not  at  present  a 
lucrative  trade,  on  account  of  too  great  competition  and  the  large 
duties  that  have  lately  been  put  on  the  raw  ma trials. 

General  Observations. 

The  northern  provinces  of  Portugal,  more  especially  the  Minlio 
and  Douro  districts,  are  in  many  parts  very  beautiful,  and  would 
well  repay  a visit  were  it  not  that  difficulties  of  every  sort  meet 
the  stranger  from  the  moment  of  his  setting  foot  on  Portuguese 
soil,  till,  and  up  to,  his  leaving  it.  His  baggage  is  ruthlessly  over- 
hauled, not  only  on  the  frontier  but  on  every  possible  occasion, 
and  he  is  fortunate  if  he  himself  escapes  a similar  ordeal.  The 
lower  grade  officials,  such  as  the  custonvliouse  boatmen  and 
searchers,  the  railway  stationmasters,  the  soldiers  connected  with 
the  octroi  duties,  “ et  hoc  genus  omne,”  having  been  shoved  into 
their  places,  utterly  regardless  of  their  fitness  for  the  posts,  through 
the  political  influence  of  some  patron,  in  no  way  help  to  make 
matters  run  more  smoothly.  The  trains  are  few  and  slow ; the 
roads,  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  almost  impassable ; and  the 
accommodation,  away  from  the  principal  towns,  squalid  to  a degree. 

In  fact,  nothing  is  done  to  attract,  everything  to  deter,  the 
traveller. 

The  following  extracts,  which  I have  translated  from  the 
annual  report  of  the  Commercial  Association,  show  the  feelings 
the  Portuguese  themselves  entertain  about  present  conditions  of 
trade  and  the  difficulties  from  which  it  suffers  : — 

“ Luckily  the  past  year  has  found  the  conditions  of  commercial 
life  no  harder,  thanks  to  the  premium  on  gold  and  the  rate  of 
exchange  not  having  altered  for  the  worse.  However,  commerce 
has  had  to  suffer  much  from  the  threats  of  increased  taxation ; 
from  the  exaggerated  customs  tariffs  ; from  the  permanent  state  of 
uncertainty  in  which  .trade  is  placed  ; from  the  grave  want  of 
commercial  treaties,  the  negotiations  for  which  are  carried  on  with 
incredible  delay ; and,  lastly,  from  the  numerous  acts  and  measures 
on  the  part  of  the  public  administration,  which,  far  from  advisedly 
promoting  the  expansion  of  our  mercantile  relations,  appears  pur- 
posely to  place  all  kinds  of  difficulties,  restraints,  and  restrictions 
on  its  sphere  of  action.  The  want  of  the  renewal  of  the  com- 
mercial treaties  has  been  the  cause  of  other  nations  who  compete 
with  us  stepping  in  before  us,  and  obtaining  better  conditions  and 
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international  treatment  than  we  who  follow  shall  be  able  to  obtain. 
Italy  and  Spain,  for  example,  have  taken  the  lead,  and  made 
treaties  of  commerce,  or  have  at  least  regulated  their  commercial 
relations,  with  France,  with  Germany,  and  with  other  countries, 
deriving  therefrom  advantages  which  result  in  injury  to  us.  Our 
export  trade  in  cork,  almonds,  preserved  goods,  salt,  &c.,  will  be 
seriously  prejudiced  by  the  delays  which  have  occurred  in  the 
making  of  the  treaties.  The  raising  of  the  alcoholic  scale  which 
undoubtedly  threatens  us  on  the  part  of  those  countries  where  we 
have  the  best  markets  for  our  wines,  if  we  do  not  hurry  to  con- 
clude the  mercantile  treaties,  will  result  in  a mortal  blow  to  the 
export  of  our  most  valuable  article,  which  in  itself  alone  embraces 
the  best  part  of  the  total  value  of  our  exports.” 

Again,  speaking  of  this  most  important — in  fact),  the  only 
important — export  (wine)  : — 

“ The  public  administration  and  the  customs  try,  by  all  manner 
of  indirect  means,  to  hinder  this  branch  of  commerce,  levying 
heavy  import  taxes  on  all  the  auxiliary  objects  required  in  the 
wine  trade,  on  bottles,  casks  and  staves,  capsules,  labels,  &c., 
besides  the  duty  on  the  export  of  the  wine  itself.  This  would 
certainly  not  be  done  in  any  other  country  which  had  a clear 
comprehension  of  its  own  interests.  Another  indispensable 
element  on  which  the  customs  make  pitiless  war  is  the  import, 
into  Portugal,  of  spirit  and  brandy,  the  price  of  which,  burdened 
by  the  import  duty,  has  risen  to  proportions  completely  pro- 
hibitive.” 

Two  facts  might  here  be  mentioned,  though  utterly  unconnected 
with  each  other,  and  arising  from  no  fault  of  her  own,  which  are 
at  this  moment  weighing  heavily  on  Portugal,  causing,  together, 
an  annual  loss  to  the  country  of  about  10,000,000/.;  but  which,  the 
first  by  degrees,  as  the  devastated  part  of  the  country  becomes 
replanted,  and  the  second  at  any  moment,  as  the  result  of  a more 
settled  state  of  matters  in  Brazil,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  eventually 
right  themselves.  They  are,  the  annual  loss  to  Portugal  from  the 
devastation  caused  by  the  phylloxera,  which  is  estimated  at  about 
2,000,000/.,  and  the  decreased  annual  expenditure  of  the  many 
Brazilian  families  (or  rather  Portuguese,  who,  having  made  their 
money  in  Brazil,  have  returned  to  this  country),  on  account  of  the 
bad  state  of  exchange  with  Brazil.  It  has  been  computed  that 
there  are  about  40,000  families  who  have  reduced  their  annual 
expenditure  by,  on  an  average,  about  200/.  This  comes  to  the 
large  amount  of  8,000,000/.  Unfortunately,  the  evil  does  not  end 
here,  as  many  of  these  families,  living  in  constant  hope  of  an 
improvement  in  Brazil,  have  arranged  with  their  tradesmen  to  be 
supplied  on  credit  till  this  hoped-for  day  arrives.  This  having, 
however,  been  now  so  long  delayed,  these  tradesmen  are  themselves 
getting  into  difficulties,  and  thus  increasing  the  general  depression 
in  trade  throughout  the  country. 

I would  recommend  anyone  desirous  of  making  himself  better 
acquainted  with  the  internal  affairs  of  this  country  to  read  a small 
pamphlet  recently  published  by  the  now  defunct  Commercial 
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Association  of  Lisbon,  in  which  nearly  all  matters  connected  with 
the  interior  economy  of  this  country  are  dealt  with.  Among 
others,  an  interesting  comparison  is  made  between  the  army  of 
Portugal  and  those  of  other  second-class  Powers,  in  which  it 
appears  that  the  Portuguese  army,  consisting  of  some  18,000  men 
and  over  60  generals,  costs  annually  5,123,656  milreis,  or  say,  in 
round  numbers,  1,136,000/.,  as  against,  for  instance,  that  of 
Switzerland,  consisting  of  488,990  men,  at  a cost  of  6,000,000 
milreis,  or,  roughly,  1,300,000/. 


Caminha. 

Mr.  Bury  Harrison,  the  Acting  British  Vice-Consul  at  Caminha, 
writing  on  the  trade  and  commerce  of  that  district,  says  : — “ The 
Portuguese  have  a very  strong  prejudice  in  favour  of  all  English 
goods,  more  especially  calicoes  and  prints,  and  I have  always  felt 
convinced,  if  a good  English  house  or  two  sent  over  a traveller  who 
could  speak  the  language  and  who  knew  his  business,  a very  good, 
indeed  large,  trade  could,  in  spite  of  duties,  be  done  in  this 
and  surrounding  towns.  All  the  shopkeepers  are  extremely  honest 
in  so  far  as  paying  for  what  they  purchase,  and  there  is  actually  no 
risk  of  bad  debts,  a very  great  consideration  in  trading  in  a foreign 
country.  No  end  of  things  would  sell  besides  those  I have  men- 
tioned. French  and  German  houses  can,  and  do,  sell  a large  quantity 
of  goods  with  the  same  duties,  and  why  cannot  the  English  do  the 
same  ? The  very  first  thing  English  merchants  should  look  to  is 
to  have  travellers  who  quite  understand  the  languages  of  the 
countries  they  are  to  be  sent  to.’5 


Appendix  A. — Table  showing  Qualities  of  the  Wine  Exported  from  Oporto  during  the  Years  1892=-93. 
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Appendix  C. — Table  showing  Values  of  Imports  into  Oporto  from 
all  Countries  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Country. 

Value. 

1893. 

1892. 

G-reat  Britain 

Milreis. 

3,940,600 

2,203,700 

Milreis. 

3,247,800 

United  States 

1,718,200 

Germany  . . 

2,159,100 

1,338,000 

Brazil 

1,582,000 

1,176,400 

France 

1,257,300 

917,200 

Sweden  and  Norway 

689,100 

387,900 

Belgium 

504,300 

338,700 

391,700 

Russia 

182,900 

Austria 

175,200 

140,900 

Italy 

163,300 

210,100 

China 

155,600 

99,400 

Holland 

130,700 

61,900 

69,000 

Spain 

55,400 

Switzerland 

54,900 

33,700 

Denmark  . . 

17,300 

9,100 

Not  mentioned 

68,200 

90,500 

Total  . . 

13,501,900 

10,068,200 

Appendix  D. — Beturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Oporto 
during  the  Year  1893. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

j Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

48 

6,904 

259 

145,379 

307 

152,283 

Portuguese 

56 

23,372 

32 

! 32,281 

88 

65,653 

,,  coasting 

206 

17,595 

33 

11,125 

239 

28,720 

German  

S 

2,139 

134 

72,715 

137 

74,854 

American 

4 

2,472 

4 

2,472 

Austrian  

2 

938 

"*2  I 

2,029 

4 

2,967 

Belgian  

... 

Brazilian  

”4 

1,196 

*4 

1,196 

Danish  

2 

380 

12 

6,345 

14 

6,725 

French  

14 

1,678 

11 

4,770 

25 

6,448 

Greek  

... 

... 

Spanish  

4 

"717 

3 

1,619 

7 

2’, 336 

Dutch  

3 

1,562 

3 

1,562 

Italian  

‘"8 

4,489 

1 I 

1,293 

9 

5,782 

Russian  

Swedish  and  Nor- 

3 

769 

5 

3,268 

8 

4,037 

wegian  

12 

3,546 

59 

21,798 

71 

25,344 

Other  countries  ... 

Total  

366 

66,195 

554 

304,184 

920 

370,379 

„ 1892 

342 

62,593 

539 

290,189 

881 

352,782 

„ 1891 

378 

66,963 

560 

292,720 

938 

359,683 

(1832) 
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Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ton3. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

46 

6,638 

260 

146,324 

306 

152,962 

Portuguese 

61 

26,098 

32 

32,281 

93 

58,379 

„ coasting 

German  

195 

16,244 

34 

11,581 

229 

27,825 

3 

2,783 

134 

72,965 

137 

75,748 

American  

4 

2,472 

4 

2,472 

Austrian  

1 

651 

“'2 

2,029 

3 

2,680 

Belgian  

... 

Brazilian  

3 

’*955 

"*3 

*955 

Danish  

2 

480 

12 

6,345 

14 

6,825 

French  

14 

1,705 

11 

4,770 

25 

6,475 

Greek  

Spanish  

*"*4 

’717 

*3 

1**619 

"l 

2,336 

Dutch  

3 

1,562 

3 

1,562 

Italian  

"7 

4,230 

1 

1,293 

8 

5,523 

Russian  

Swedish  and  Nor- 

3 

769 

5 

3,268 

8 

4,037 

wegian  

12 

3,063 

60 

22,453 

72 

25,516 

Other  countries  ... 

... 

Total  

355 

66,805 

557 

306,490 

912 

373,295 

„ 1892 

342 

60,460 

535 

288,136 

877 

348,596 

„ 1891 

385 

69,282 

575 

1 301,908 

960 

371,190 

Appendix  E. — Return  of  Shipping  for  the  Port  of  Leixdes 
(Oporto)  during  the  Year  1893. 

Entered. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Cause  of  Entrance. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons.  | 

Number  of  1 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Awaiting  opportunity 

to  enter  the  bar  ... 
T 0 receive  cargo  and 

74 

40,918 

69 

13,257 

143 

54,175 

passengers 

98 

188,911 

8 

5,804 

106 

144,715 

To  receive  passengers 

29 

58,757 

29 

58,757 

To  receive  orders 

9 

6,368 

14 

*883 

23 

7,251 

To  discharge  cargo  ... 

6 

5,814 

13 

1,399 

19 

7,213 

To  discharge  and  load 

cargo  

1 

1,646 

1 

1,646 

To  perform  quar- 

antine   

23 

10,659 

4 

904 

27 

11,563 

To  lighten  and  enter 

the  bar  

13 

18,440 

3 

2,406 

16 

20,846 

Put  in  owing  to  stress 

of  weather 

2 

540 

34 

2,542 

36 

3,082 

Put  in  owing  to 

damage  

2 

1,101 

2 

1,101 

Tachts 

2 

302 

2 

302 

Lying  in  the  harbour 
on  December  31, 

1892  

5 

1,008 

5 

1,008 

Total  

259 

283,456 

150 

28,203 

409 

311,659 

Cleared. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Clearances  

Lying  in  the  harbour 

258 

282,332 

150 

28,203 

408 

310,535 

on  December  31, 

. 1893  

1 

1,124 

1 

1,124 

Total  

259 

283,456 

150 

28,203 

409 

311,659 

(1250  8 j 94 — H & S 1832) 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1336.  Galveston 

4 4 

4 4 

8*d. 

1395.  Tamsui  . . 

• t 

• • 

Id. 

1337.  Riga  .. 

• • 

4 4 

4 4 

2d. 

1390.  Chungking  , . 

• • 

, . 

lid. 

1338.  Batavia 

• • 

4 4 

4 4 

lid. 

1397.  Philadelphia. . 

• • 

.. 

3±d. 

1339.  Boston 

• • 

4 4 

lid. 

1398.  Bilbao 

• • 

. . 

2id. 

1340.  Baltimore 

o • 

4 • 

4 4 

lid. 

1399.  Dunkirk  ,, 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1341.  Havre.. 

t « 

4 4 

4 4 

2id. 

1400.  Amoy. . 

l|d. 

1342.  VeraCruz 

• • 

4 4 

4 4 

Id. 

1401.  Tainan  .. 

• > 

• • 

Id. 

1343.  Saigon 

• • 

4 4 

4 4 

lid. 

1402.  Ichang 

* • 

. . 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm 

• t 

4 C 

4 4 

2d. 

1403.  Aleppo  ♦. 

• • 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz 

• • 

4 4 

4 • 

lid. 

1404.  Madrid  ♦. 

, . 

.. 

Id. 

1346.  Trebizond 

• • 

4 4 

4 4 

Id. 

1405.  Newchwang  . . 

. , 

Id. 

1347.  Algiers 

• • 

4 • 

4 4 

3d. 

1406.  WAnchow  .. 

.. 

id. 

1348.  Amapala 

• • 

t 4 

id. 

1407.  Pakhoi 

, . 

• • 

1 4d. 

1349.  Cherbourg 

• • 

• 4 

Id. 

1408.  Hankow 

. . 

Id. 

1350.  Jerusalem 

• • 

4 4 

Id. 

1409.  Amsterdam  .. 

• • 

.. 

Id. 

1351.  Santiago 

• • 

4 4 

4 4 

Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen  .. 

• . 

id. 

1352.  San  Jos6 

• • 

4 4 

# 4 

Id. 

1411.  Damascus  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1353.  Trieste 

• • 

4 4 

4 4 

Sid. 

1412.  Chefoo 

. . 

3d. 

1354.  Madrid 

• • 

4 4 

4 4 

2d. 

1413.  Swatow 

. . 

Id. 

1355.  Tenerife 

• • 

4 4 

id. 

1414.  Mannheim  . • 

, . 

• • 

lid. 

1356.  Havana 

• ♦ 

4 4 

2d. 

1415.  Fiume  .. 

, , 

• • 

2d. 

1357.  Paraguay 

• • 

4 4 

5d. 

1416.  Athens 

6d. 

1358.  Guayaquil 

• • 

4 4 

4id. 

1417.  Soul  ..  .. 

lid. 

1359.  Cadiz  . . 

• • 

4 4 

lid. 

1418.  Beyrout  .i 

, . 

. . 

Id. 

1360.  Marseilles 

• • 

4 4 

lid. 

1419.  Berlin  .. 

. . 

lid. 

1361.  Brest  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1420.  Nice  ..  «. 

3d. 

1362.  Syra  . . 

• • 

2id. 

1421.  Yokohama  .. 

• • 

e. 

lid. 

1363.  Suakin 

• • 

4 4 

Id. 

1422.  Maracaibo  . . 

. . 

Id. 

1364.  Callao.. 

4 4 

4 4 

Id. 

1423.  Tunis. . 

, # 

lid. 

1365.  Piraeus 

• • 

4 4 

1 4 

2d. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

, , 

Id. 

1366.  Stettin 

• • 

4 4 

• 4 

2d. 

1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

• • 

• • 

7d. 

1367.  New  Orleans . . 

4 4 

2id. 

1426.  Erzeroum 

• • 

Id. 

1368.  Angora 

• • 

4 4 

Id. 

1427.  Christiania  .. 

, # 

. . 

5id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

• • 

4 4 

4 4 

2d. 

1428.  Charleston  .. 

. . 

5id. 

1370.  Genoa 

• 4 

4 4 

4 4 

3|d. 

1429.  Meshed 

... 

Id. 

1371.  Batoum 

• 4 

4 4 

4 4 

2d. 

1430.  Copenhagen  .. 

. . 

id. 

1372.  Rouen 

• • 

4 4 

2±d. 

1431.  Galveston 

• • 

.. 

2id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

4 4 

id. 

1432.  Hamburg  .. 

, , 

. . 

2|d. 

1374.  Nantes 

• • 

4 • 

lid. 

1433.  Brindisi 

• • 

.. 

2|d. 

1375.  Tagaorog 

• • 

4 4 

2id. 

1434.  Gothenburg  .. 

. . 

2d. 

1376.  Ispahan 

t 0 

4 4 

4 4 

4id. 

1435.  Kiungchow  .. 

• . 

. . 

Id. 

1377.  Leghorn 

• • 

e 4 

2d. 

1436.  St.  Petersburg 

9 • 

. . 

id. 

1378.  Cagliari 

• • 

4 4 

4 4 

Id. 

1437.  Malaga 

. . 

Id. 

1379.  Boston 

4 4 

4 4 

Id. 

1438.  Chicago 

« . 

. . 

2id. 

1380.  Palermo 

4 4 

3d. 

1439.  Odessa 

• • 

, , 

2d. 

1381.  New  York 

4 4 

2d. 

1440.  Tabreez 

# , 

, . 

id. 

1382.  Zanzibar 

4 4 

2d. 

i.441.  Tahiti  .. 

. . 

id. 

1383.  Naples 

4 4 

• 4 

lid. 

1442.  Shanghai 

# # 

. . 

2d. 

1384.  Constantinople 

4 4 

4 4 

2d. 

1443.  Nagasaki  .. 

, . 

Id. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres 

4 4 

4 4 

5Ad. 

1444.  Madrid 

, , 

2id. 

1386.  Caracas 

9 • 

4 4 

4 4 

Ihd. 

1445.  Malaga  . • 

, , 

2id. 

1387.  Vienna 

• 4 

4 4 

4 4 

1 id. 

1446.  Rotterdam  . * 

. . 

Id. 

1388.  Madeira 

• 4 

4 4 

4 4 

id. 

1447.  Port  Said  .. 

, , 

, , 

la. 

1389.  Panama 

• 4 

4 4 

lid. 

1448.  Sofia  .. 

2id. 

1390.  New  Orleans.. 

4 4 

2*d. 

1449.  Warsaw 

# , 

, , 

lid. 

1391.  Manila 

• • 

4 4 

2d. 

1450.  Africa  (Congo) 

• • 

. . 

2d. 

1392.  Foochow 

• • 

4 4 

Id. 

1451.  Jeddah 

• « 

, , 

lid. 

1393.  Ningpo 

4 4 

Id. 

1452.  San  Francisco 

, , 

. , 

5id. 

1394.  Chinkiang 

Id. 

1453.  Oporto  .. 

•• 

*• 

2d. 

No.  1454. 


Reference  to  'previous  Report  Annual  Series  No.  1225. 


SPAIN. 

BARCELONA. 


Consul  Wyndham  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

My  Lord,  Barcelona,  July  17,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward,  enclosed  herewith,  Reports  on 
Commerce,  &c.,  for  1893,  received  from  the  Vice-Consuls  at 
Alicante,  Tarragona,  Gandia,  Jabea,  Valencia,  and  Cullera, 
including  the  Consular  Agency  at  Burriana. 

I regret  that  I am  unable  to  prepare  any  Report  on  the 
Commerce  of  Barcelona  for  the  past  year  myself  as  I have  only 
a few  days  since  joined  this  post,  but  will  endeavour  to  forward, 
as  soon  as  possible,  a Report  on  labour  and  wages  in  this  district. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  WM.  WYNDHAM. 


Reports  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Vice-Consulates  at 
Alicante,  Tarragona,  Gandia,  Jabea,  Valencia,  and  Cullera,  and 
Consular  Agency  at  Burriana. 
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SPAIN. 


General. 


Exchange. 

Tables. 

Shipping. 

Importations. 

Cod-fish. 


Exportations. 

Wine. 


Almonds. 


Tramway 

company. 


Alicante. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Cumming  reports  as  follows: — 

The  past  year  has  been  most  unsatisfactory  for  commerce  in 
this  district.  The  country  is  in  an  impoverished  state ; wine- 
growers unable  to  realise  their  crops  at  any  remunerative  prices; 
credit  generally  bad  and  all  business  men  complaining  of  losses 
by  bad  debts ; taxation  increasing ; labouring  classes  unable  to 
find  employment ; all  has  combined  to  cause  general  uneasiness 
and  dissatisfaction.  Also  the  rate  of  exchange  has  gone  still 
further  against  this  country.  At  commencement  of  the  year 
exchange  was  quoted  about  29  pesetas  50  c.  per  1/.,  but  since  rose 
to  fully  31  pesetas,  a difference  against  Spain  of  5 per  cent. 

Annexed  tables  give  returns  of  shipping,  importations,  and 
exportations. 

Foreign  shipping  shows  a slight  decrease  on  previous  year, 
while  movement  of  Spanish  shipping  has  increased. 

The  decrease  in  importations  has  been  general  in  all  articles 
and  a reference  to  the  table  almost  renders  further  comment 
unnecessary.  The  decrease  in  cod-fish  has  been  solely  in  importa- 
tion of  British  cure  from  Newfoundland. 


Quantity. 

Nationality. 

— 

1892. 

3 893. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

British  . . 

4,040 

2,100 

Norwegian 

770 

940 

French  . . 

90 

60 

In  exportions  the  continued  falling-off  in  the  wine  trade  is 
the  salient  point,  and  is  all  the  more  remarkable  when  it  is  borne 
in  mind  that  the  exportation  of  wine  at  this  port  reached  the 
quantity  of  2,075,000  hectolitres  in  1891  and  has  now  dwindled 
down  to  only  860,000  hectolitres  in  1893. 

The  crop  of  almonds  was  more  abundant  than  previous  year, 
but  the  fruit  resulted  of  small  size  and  poor  quality  and  prices 
ruled  considerably  cheaper. 

One  local  improvement  in  this  town  during  the  past  year  that 
may  be  mentioned,  has  been  the  establishment  of  tramway  cars 
crossing  the  town  in  sundry  directions  by  a company,  with  funds 
raised  here  by  2,000  shares  of  250  pesetas  each,  which  were 
promptly  subscribed,  and  the  affair  is  reported  to  be  working 
prosperously. 


BARCELONA. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Alicante  during  the 
Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coals  

Tons 

5,400 

£ 

3,500 

13,300  " 

£ 

7,500 

Railway  material,  iron,  <fcc. 

l|  ... 

14,100 

70.000 

18.000 

100,000 

Dried  cod-fish  

n ••• 

3,100 

52,000 

4,900 

89,000 

Sugar  

ii 

250 

7, COO 

2,100 

62,000 

Jute 

700 

8,000 

830 

11,000 

Petroleum 

18,000 

Jt  

Hectolitres 

1,000, 000 

Spirits  for  strengthening  wine  ... 

,, 

2, *000 

3*500 

Staves  

Pieces 

290*000 

l'ijooo 

1,285,000 

47,500 

Timber  

Cub.  met. 

17,000 

28,000 

38,000 

65,000 

Cotton  and  woollen  goods 

Tons 

ICO 

900 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Alicante  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine 

Lead 

Licorice  root  

Almonds  

Esparto  and  esparto  goods 

Aniseed  

Old  railway  iron 

Hectolitres 

Tons 

ft 

ft  ••• 

It 

tt 

II 

860,000 

13,000 

1,100 

770 

400 

260 

1,400 

£ 

700.000 

110.000 

13.000 

55.000 
400 

10.000 
1,000 

1,500,000 

8,600 

1,450 

300 

2,300 

140 

4,600  ' 

£ 

1,200,000 

80,000 

17.000 

32.000 
2,500 
4,600 

‘ 4,000 

Return  of  Foreign  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Alicante  during 
the  Year  1893. 


Nationality. 

J Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

j _ 

'"''"-‘British 

54 

32,718 

^ — French 

135 

j 119,251 

Swedish  and  Norwegian  .. 

72 

41,372 

r"-ita]ian  

37 

5,47& 

< 'Russian 

8 

6,421 

Danish  . . . . . . . ; 

4 

3,080' 

Belgian 

4 

4,980 

^—German 

3 

2,435 

/-"'Austrian  . . . . . . . . 1 

3 

2,710' 

Portuguese 

3 

1,560 

- — Dutch 

3 

2,550' 

Monaco 

2 

180 

Greek 

1 

246 

Spanish 

151 

73,890 

(coasting) 

1,206 

615,163 

„ -'''Total,  1893 

1,686 

912,029 

- „ 1892 

1,325 

764,734 

(1835) 
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SPAIN. 


Crops. 


Exports. 


Imports. 


Skipping. 


Prospects. 


Tarragona. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Morgan  reports  as  follows : — 

The  crops  in  this  district  this  year  were  rather  abundant,  wine 
turning  out  over  the  average  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  and 
nuts  and  almonds  greatly  in  excess  of  usual  yield,  quality, 
however,  being  rather  inferior.  Oil  is  likely  to  result  a small 
crop,  but  large  stocks  are  still  held  over  from  last  season  and 
this  excess  will  in  some  measure  compensate  for  the  expected 
short  outturn  this  season. 

The  export  trade  has  been  active,  the  ruling  low  prices 
enlivening  demand  and  increasing  the  consumption  of  the  various 
articles  produced  in  this  district. 

There  is  nothing  special  to  comment  upon  in  connection  with 
the  import  trade,  except  the  falling-off  of  imports  from  most 
foreign  countries,  due,  no  doubt,  to  general  depression  and  the 
depreciation  of  currency  in.  this  country.  The  United  States  of 
North  America  with  crude  petroleum,  and  Russia  with  grain  are 
the  only  countries  that  have  increased  to  any  extent  their 
importation  into  Tarragona,  but  a large  quantity  of  latter  produce 
after  being  ground  into  flour  is  reshipped  coastwise,  local  milling 
enterprise  enabling  importers  to  compete  favourably  with  other 
ports  along  the  coast. 

British  shipping  shows  an  increase  of  some  28,000  tons  over 
1892,  which  is  considerably  more  than  the  proportion  corres- 
ponding to  the  total  increase  of  figures  since  last  year. 

The  prospects  of  this  part  of  the  country  are  very  disheartening. 
Money  is  extremely  scarce,  and  farmers,  generally  speaking,  are 
three  or  more  years  behind-hand  with  payments.  The  value  of 
the  principal  crop  of  this  district,  viz.,  wine,  is  abnormally  low,  as 
a rule  insufficient  to  cover  cost  of  production,  which  owing  to 
mildew  and  other  infirmities  of  the  vine  is  becoming  greater 
every  year.  There  is  no  doubt  that  prices  are  considerably 
influenced  by  the  excessive  production,  trade  with  France  being 
now  very  limited  as  compared  with  former  years,  owing  to 
increased  tariffs  and  the  yearly  increasing  yield  of  French  wines. 
The  only  apparent  solution  for  proprietors  to  avoid  ruination  is 
to  uproot  a portion  of  their  vines,  and  go  in  for  the  cultivation  of 
cereals  or  nuts,  which  always  have  a market,  more  or  less  good, 
according  to  extent  of  crops  in  other  countries,  but  certainly 
likely  to  give  a better  result  than  vines,  so  long  as  the  over- 
production continues.  By  thus  limiting  supply  proprietors 
would  obtain  more  remunerative  prices,  and  other  crops  would, 
at  the  worst,  assist  them  in  paying  expenses,  thus  helping  to 
bring  about  a healthier  state  of  things ; but,  unfortunately, 
although  farmers  are  aware  of  the  advisability  of  a change,  there 
is  such  a want  of  initiative  among  them  that  nobody  cares  to 
make  a beginning,  and,  therefore,  there  appears  to  be  little 
prospect  of  an  improvement  for  some  time  to  time. 

The  annexed  returns  refer  solely  to  import  and  export  trade 
by  sea. 


BARCELONA, 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tarragona  during  the 

Year  1893. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

88 

84,683 

88 

84,683 

Spanish  

*91 

if,  998 

441 

281,827 

532 

293,820 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian   

68 

34,547 

68 

34,547 

French  

’*51 

3,450 

32 

21,495 

83 

24,945 

Danish  

2 

996 

15 

10,978 

17 

11,974 

Italian  

51 

10,016 

2 

1,311 

53 

11,327 

Greek  

15 

5,537 

6 

5,110 

21 

10,647 

Russian  

2 

981 

7 

4,686 

9 

5,667 

Dutch  

4 

3,355 

4 

3,355 

Belgian  

3 

3,271 

3 

3,271 

German  

4 

1,846 

4 

1,846 

Austro-Hungarian 

*”l 

”430 

1 

856 

2 

1,286 

Total  

213 

33,4C3 

671 

453,965 

884 

487,368 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

716 

407,140 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

88 

84,683 

281,950 

88 

84,683  , 

Spanish  

’*89 

11,1*11 

442 

531 

293,061 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian ... 

67 

34,288 

67 

34,288 

French  

50 

3,376 

32 

21,495 

82 

24,871 

Danish  

2 

996 

15 

10,978 

1,311 

17 

11,974 

Italian  

51 

10,224 

2 

53 

11,535 

Greek  

17 

6,508 

5 

4,255 

22 

i 10,763 

Russian  

3 

1,511 

7 

4,686 

10 

6,197 

Dutch  

4 

3,355 

4 

1 3,355 

Belgian  

3 

3,271 

3 

i 3,271 

German  

4 

1,846 

4 

1,846 

Austro-Hungarian 

1 

*430 

1 

856 

2 

1,286 

Total  

213 

34,156 

670 

452,974 

883 

487,130 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

712 

405,427 
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Betukn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tarragona  during  the 

Year  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

1 

-j 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wheat,  rice,  barley,  &c. 

Tons 

50,675 

£ 

365,593 

23,896 

£ 

239,330 

Tobacco  

152,554 

182,000 

r 

Bulk"  ... 

73,180 

• •• 

Petroleum  ...  -i 

Refined  and 
bulk  ...] 

59,768 

Salt  fish 

Tons  ... 

3^349 

67*767 

*3^839 

75,150 

Empty  casks  ...  ... 

Number  ...! 

62,692 

62,692 

40,267 

40,267 

Staves  

Mille  ...  j 

1,757 

45,200 

588 

10,415 

Coal,  charcoal,  &c. 
Spirits  

Tons  ...j 

28,531 

28,059 

34,400 

40, 4C0 

Casks 

1,330 

19,962 

2,289 

33,916 

Wood,  deals,  &c. 

17,410 

26,877 

Chemical  products  ... 

... 

13,628 

19,419 

Brimstone  

Tons  ...  | 

2*973 

13,260 

2,'  802 

31,274 

Potato  flour  

Bags 

0,490 

7,600 

Guano  

Tons 

707 

6,688 

6,570 

1*170 

l"ij630 

Iron  and  manufactures 

38,772 

Oil 

!!*. 

!!’. 

4,840 

8,000 

Other  articles  

44,905 

53,030 

Total  

... 

929,808 

... 

870,248 

PtETURN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tarragona  during  the 

Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 

1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine  

Filberts 

Spirits  | 

Almonds  

Flour  

Oil...  ...  ...  { 

Empty  casks  

Paper  

Petroleum  

Other  articles  

Casks 

Bags 

Pipes 

Demijohns 

Bags 

Tons 

Casks 

Cases 

Number  ... 

91,179 

134,509 

6,182 

2,015 

49,103 

6,393 

1,343 

*6^533 

£ 

790,992 

144,119 

| 92,978 

78,460 

70,327 

28,680 

6, *53* 
5,690 
3,127 
12,850 

87,506 
94,894 
f 3,715 

1 650 

16,523 
1,517 
1,154 
115 
5,393 

£ 

747,978 

108,610 

} 54,072 

34,330 
17,702 

} 20,154 

5,393 

5,915 

3,255 

10,574 

Total  

1,233,756 

1,007,983 

BARCELONA. 


* 

Return  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Tarragona  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1893-92. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

Great  Britain  and 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Colonies 

279,988 

232,700 

34,419 

73,677 

Spain  . . 

216,685 

120,881 

278,113 

335,533 

France  . . 

532,737 

81,480 

515,592 

72,557 

75,599 

River  Plate  and  Ecuador 
United  States  of  North 

61,120 

•• 

•• 

America 

38,640 

26,130 

98,110 

65,218 

Germany 

32,370 

29,100 

9,498 

10,256 

Holland.. 

13,970 

7,020 

. , 

. , 

Denmark 

8,960 

5,030 

• • 

Belgium 

8,010 

4,880  ; 

4,030 

3,090 

Italy 

7,194 

30,471 

25,383 

Russia  . . 

5,450 

5,530  1 

354,060  ! 

230,139 

Monaco . . 

5,056 

. . 

, , 

Sweden  and  Norway  . . 

3,216 

48,550 

46,153 

Turkey  . . 

** 

5,200 

Total 

1,233,756 

1,007,983 

929,808 

* t 

870,248 

Gandia. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Romaguera  reports  as  follows  : — 

On  January  24  the  port  of  this  town  and  railway  of  Alcoy 
to  the  said  port  were  inaugurated,  both  of  these  belonging  to  an 
English  company  called  the  Alcoy  and  Gandia  Railway  and 
Harbour  Company,  Limited.  The  results  obtained  in  the  first 
11  months  of  the  working  of  the  business  may  be  qualified  as  bad 
as  regards  the  railway,  and  as  moderately  good  as  regards  the 
port.  I have  been  informed  that  the  entries  of  the  former  have 
not  covered  the  expenses,  and  the  cause  has  been  that  besides  the 
traffic  on  the  line  being  scarce  there  were  a great  number  of  men 
employed  with  very  high  salaries.  Lately  they  have  reduced 
this  number,  and  are  making  many  other  economies.  As  regards 
the  port,  the  exportation  has  been  about  the  same  as  before  there 
was  a port,  but  the  importation  and  the  number  of  steamers  have 
augmented  considerably. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Quantity 

Imported. 

In  1892 

351 

95,445 

Tons. 
7,  £69 

1893 

. . 

531 

170,512 

18,776 
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SPAIN. 


Drinking 

water. 


Tobacco. 


Agricultural 

products. 


It  must  bs  remembered  that  the  importation  of  1892  is 
made  up  almost  wholly  of  the  coal  and  material  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  railway  and  port,  so  that  one  may  say  that  the 
18,776  tons  imported  in  the  year  1893,  16,000  tons  are  owing  to 
the  facilities  that  the  port  offers.  The  business  was  projected 
with  well-founded  hopes,  but  as  there  has,  unfortunately,  come 
the  general  crisis  to  the  country,  and  in  particular  the  wine  crisis, 
which  has  taken  from  the  calculation  of  the  entries  50  per  cent., 
these  hopes  have  not  been  realised.  If  the  wine  proved  accept- 
able abroad,  and  an  economical  tariff  could  be  obtained,  and  a 
combined  service  of  trains  from  Carcagente  to  Denia,  which 
doubtless  would  bring  to  this  port  a great  cargo  of  oranges  and 
raisins,  the  business  would  then  augment  considerably. 

The  water  which  is  now  consumed  in  this  town  for  drinking 
is  bad  for  health.  Fortunately,  in  a few  months’  time  we 
shall  have  some  excellent  and  potable  waters.  The  firm 
Macnaughton  Brothers  have  the  concession  of  this  service,  valued 
at  6,000/.  This  great  improvement  is  looked  upon  by  everybody 
with  great  interest. 

In  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  the  raisin  business,  the 
principal  crop  of  this  district,  some  people  are  thinking  of 
starting  the  cultivation  of  the  tobacco  plant,  which  would  bring 
a good  result  here,  but  to  be  able  to  cultivate  it  it  is  necessary 
to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Government,  and  this  is  generally 
thought  to  be  difficult  to  obtain. 

The  productions  of  this  country  (raisins,  oranges,  tomatoes, 
onions,  &c.)  have  this  year  been  moderately  good,  but  the  prices 
obtained  have  been  generally  low. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Gandia  during 
the  Year  1893. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Oranges 

7,454 

49,693 

Raisins 

4,499 

71,984 

Tomatoes  . . 

7,628 

45,767 

Various  fruits  . . 

2,127 

10,135 

Various  articles  .. 

1,022 

8,500 

Total 

•• 

•• 

22,730 

186,079 

BARCELONA- 


Bet  urn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Gandia  during  the 

Year  1893. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Coal 

9,294 

13,941 

Guano 

2,914 

29,144 

Timber 

1,590 

4,770 

Flour 

1,097 

16,886 

Rags 

725 

3,500 

Machinery  and  railway  material . . 

200 

7,924 

Yarious  articles  .t 

2,956 

55,430 

Total  . . 

18,776 

131,595 

Beturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Gandia  during  the  Year 

1893. 

Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

89 

54,383 

89 

54,383 

Spanish  

171 

7,000 

239 

94,101 

410 

101,101 

Norwegian 

... 

17 

7,001 

17 

7,001 

French  

2 

1,799 

2 

1,799 

Russian  

1 

649 

1 

649 

Italian  

1 

*349 

1 

349 

Swedish  

1 

263 

“*8 

4,561 

9 

4,824 

German  

... 

2 

1,406 

2 

1,406 

Total  

173 

7,612 

358 

163,900 

531 

171,512 

Cleared. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number 
of  Vissels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

89 

1 54,383 

89 

54,383 

Spanish  

168 

6,890 

238 

93,910 

406 

100,800 

Norwegian 

17 

7,001 

17 

7,001 

French  

... 

2 

1,799 

2 

1,799 

Russian  

1 

649 

1 

649 

Italian  

*1 

*349 

1 

349 

Swedish  

1 

263 

'**8 

4,561 

9 

4,824 

German 

2 

1,406 

2 

1,406 

Total  

170 

7,502 

357 

163,709 

527 

171,211 

10 
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Jake  a. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Innes  reports  as  follows  : — 

* 

Trade  and  Commerce. 

This  being  a purely  agricultural  district,  few  features  of  special 
interest  call  for  attention.  The  past  year  has  been  the  worst  of 
a series  of  bad  ones  for  trade  here,  agricultural  products  having 
depreciated  gradually  in  value  till  they  have  now  reached  a point 
below  which  it  is  impossible  to  go  without  reducing  the  greater 
part  of  the  population  to  sheer  want. 

The  principal  products  of  this  district  are  raisins,  almonds, 
and  wine.  Cereals  are  only  grown  for  the  rotation  of  crops,  to 
rest  the  ground  previously  occupied  by  vines.  Owing  to  the 
excess  of  production  of  raisins,  the  bad  state  of  trade  in  England 
limiting  demand,  together  with  the  considerably  lower  duty  pay- 
able there  on  currants,  and  the  trade  difficulties  in  America, 
enhanced  by  the  increase  of  duty  imposed  by  the  MacKinley  Bill 
of  1891,  the  exportation  of  raisins  has  been  carried  on  under 
great  difficulties  and  at  constantly  falling  prices.  In  sight  of 
this  a great  many  of  the  farmers  in  this  and  neighbouring  towns 
have  at  considerable  expense  changed  their  mode  of  preparing 
the  raisins,  hoping  that  the  substitution  of  muscatel  or  sun-dried 
raisins  for  the  ordinary  Valencia  or  scalded  ones  would  improve 
the  demand  and  their  financial  outlook.  This  has  resulted  to  a 
limited  extent,  but  a want  of  the  technical  knowledge  required 
for  the  new  mode  of  preparation,  the  reluctance,  and  in  many 
cases  the  inability,  to  incur  the  increased  expenditure  necessary' 
to  give  full  effect  to  same,  and  the  absence  of  a direct  foreign 
demand  for  an  article  heretofore  exclusively  produced  and  shipped 
at  Malaga  have  jointly  prevented  the  full  improvement  which  was 
hoped  for.  The  growers  have  principally  shipped  their  muscatel 
raisins  to  the  aforesaid  port  of  Malaga  for  sale  there  to  merchants, 
who,  after  re-packing  under  their  well-known  brands,  sell  them 
at  a good  profit  as  the  product  of  their  own  district.  The  Malaga 
municipality  during  the  past  year,  with  the  object  evidently  of 
discouraging  the  importation  of  «Jabea  and  Denia  fruit,  which 
sold  cheaply  there,  lowered  the  value  of  their  local  product, 
imposed  an  octroi,  or  consume  tax,  which  has,  of  course,  prejudiced 
the  fruit  shipped  from  here.  To  escape  this  a good  many  have 
shipped  on  consignment  to  Barcelona  and  other  Peninsular 
markets,  and  Marseilles  has  also  received  a quantity  which  has 
sold  at  fairly  remunerative  rates. 

Shippwg  and  Navigation. 

The  above-mentioned  new  departure  in  the  raisin  trade  being 
here  entirely  in  Spanish  hands,  and,  as  I have  said,  principally 
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destined  to  Spanish  markets,  has  decreased  considerably  the 
cargo  shipped  by  British  vessels,  more  especially  as  they  are  not 
allowed  to  do  any  of  the  coasting  trade.  I should  mention, 
however,  that  the  Spanish  line  of  steamers  doing  the  greater 
part  of  the  coasting  business  is  largely  owned  and  managed  by 
British  subjects. 

The  vessels  cleared  from  this  port  during  the  past  year  con- 
sisted of  107  Spanish,  7 British,  2 Norwegians,  and  1 Swede, 
and  of  these  80  were  steamships  and  37  sailing  vessels. 

The  total  importations  were  : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Quintals.* 

Flour 

16,600 

Wheat  and  other  cereals  . . 

3,000 

Sulphur  and  guanos 

7,000 

Lumber,  rough  and  sawn,  for  raisin  boxes 

26,000 

# 50  kilos. 


valued  at  459,400  pesetas  (15,310/.). 
The  total  exportations  were: — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Quintals. 

Raisins 

43,000 

Onions 

3,200 

Wine  ..  ..  .. 

1,100 

Ground  or  pea-nuts 
Green  fruits. . 

8,000 

1,500 

valued  at  931,300  pesetas  (31,040/.). 

Rates  of  freight  to  the  United  Kingdom  have  averaged  20s. 
and  10  per  cent.,  and  to  the  United  States  of  America,  25s.  and 
10  per  cent,  per  ton. 

The  gratuities  to  officials,  customary  at  this  as  at  other 
Spanish  ports,  prejudice  considerably  British  and  other  foreign 
vessels  here,  seeing  that  the  cargoes  offering  are  as  a rule  limited, 
and  these  gratuities  figure  up  a larger  proportion  of  the  freight 
earned  than  at  other  ports  where  cargoes  are  of  more  importance. 


Population,  and  Industries . 

This  town,  as  per  last  census,  has  a population  of  about 
10,000,  almost  entirely  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Peasant 
proprietorship  being  the  rule  here,  the  soil  is  very  much  sub- 
divided and  well  laboured.  This,  no  doubt,  helps  the  farming 
class  to  resist  the  bad  times,  as  having  no  rent  to  pay,  all  the 
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land  produces  is  available  for  taxes  and  family  expenses.  Wages 
for  agricultural  labourers  average  Is.  for  men  and  1\d.  for  females 
per  diem ; sliglitly  higher  for  those  employed  at  the  stores 
packing  fruit  where  Is.  Qd.  and  l(bi.  are  paid.  The  fruit  season, 
however,  only  lasts  some  3 months. 

Public  health  is  satisfactory,  the  death-rate  not  averaging  over 
19  per  1,000.  This  must  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  town 
is  built  on  a slight  elevation  and  hard  subsoil,  producing  a natural 
drainage  without  filtration,  beneficial  to  health. 

The  deplorable  state  of  business  generally  has  caused  an  increase 
in  emigration  to  the  French  provinces  in  the  north  of  Africa, 
where  the  hard-working,  frugal,  and  sober  labourers  from  this 
district  find  plenty  of  work  at,  to  them,  good  wages.  917 
persons  took  passage  there  in  a small  Spanish  steamer  doing  this 
trade  during  the  past  year. 

Public  Works. 

None  of  any  importance  have  been  initiated  during  the  past 
year.  The  semaphore  on  Cape  San  Antonio,  1J  miles  to  the 
north  of  this  port,  which  has  been  building  for  the  past  few  years 
is  now  near  completion,  and  it  is  reported  will  be  inaugurated 
during  the  month  of  March  proximo.  This  will  be  found  of 
great  service  by  the  vessels  navigating  this  part  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean which  take  the  Cape  as  one  of  their  bearings. 

The  proposed  steam  tramway  to  Denia,  passing  through  the 
villages  of  Gata,  Pedreguer,  and  Ondara  (the  very  centre  of  the 
raisin  district),  is  still  in  project,  but  no  work  has  been  done  on 
it  with  the  exception  of  an  edifice  in  Denia,  commonly  reported 
to  be  intended  for  the  station.  When  constructed  it  will  greatly 
assist  the  development  of  several  towns  at  present  suffering  from 
bad  means  of  communication. 


Valencia,  Cullera,  and  Burriana. 


General 

trade. 


Shipping. 


General  trade  has  been  depressed,  owing  in  a great  measure 
to  the  cessation  of  the  enormous  exportation  of  wine  to  France, 
and  consequent  depreciation  in  price,  with  no  outlook  for  the 
disposal  of  an  over-productive  crop.  The  high  rate  of  exchange 
has  greatly  checked  the  importation  of  goods  from  foreign 
countries. 

The  rice,  orange,  and  onion  crops  yielded  increased  quantities 
and  profitable  returns  to  the  growers. 


BARCELONA. 
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Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

British  vessels  entered. . 
Foreign  vessels  entered  (ex- 

356 

270,777 

6,890 

clusive  of  Spanish)  . . 

385 

252,704 

6,624 

Total 

741 

523,481 

13,514 

Quantity. 

Coal. 

Patent  Fuel. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

In  British  vessels  from  Great 

Britain  . . . . . . 

38,876 

14,583 

In  foreign  vessels  from  Great 

Britain  . . 

8,549 

3,750 

In  foreign  vessels  from  Antwerp. . 

•• 

13,310 

Total  .. 

47,425 

31,643 

Coal  and 
patent,  fuel. 


Quantity. 

Sulphate  of 
Ammonia. 

Super- 

phosphate. 

Super- 
phosphate of 
Lime. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

In  British  vessels  from  Great 
Britain  . . 

In  foreign  vessels  from  Great 

4,595 

22 

Britain 

2,373 

204 

970 

Total  . . 

6,968 

226 

970 

Chemicals. 


Importation  was  checked  by  local  manufactures,  as  shown  Artificial 
by  the  increase  of  the  importation  of  chemicals,  and  the  long  manure* 
credits,  high  rate  of  exchange,  and  great  competition  kept  prices 
of  manure  down  to  barely  any  profit  to  British  makers. 

I have  to  call  attention  to  the  Bilbao  manufacture  cutting  Tin-plates, 
out  Welsh  make.  The  Bilbao  B I.  and  B II.  of  14  by  20 
(equivalent  to  Welsh  coke)  has  driven  the  Welsh  out  of  this 
market,  leaving  the  Welsh  plates  limited  to  the  purchase  of  I C. 

28  by  20. 

This  important  trade  from  Birmingham  and  Sheffield  is  now  Galvanised 
supplanted  by  Bilbao,  which  although  rougher  than  the  English  iron  buck«ts* 
is  cheaper  and  serves  the  purpose. 

Bilbao  pig-iron  has  absolutely  driven  out  English  and  Scotch.  Pig-iron. 

It  is  similar  to  Glengarrock,  and  admits  of  more  scrap. 

(1835)  B 
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SPAIN 


Phosphate  Two  largej  cargoes  were  imported  direct  from  Florida  for  the 

r*ek.  manufacture  of  artificial  manure. 

Exports.  Exports  were  chiefly  of  oranges,  onions,  tomatoes,  and  melons. 

No  accurate  official  statistics  can  be  obtained  here.  I therefore 
refer  to  the  British  custom-house  bills  of  entry. 

I beg  to  hand  herewith  Annexes  A and  B of  Valencia,  Cullera, 
and  Burrianaj 


BetU-RX  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Valencia,  Spain,  during 
the  Year  1893. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

1 Number  of 
j Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  j 

12 

1,660 

344 

■269, 317 

356 

1 270,677 

... 

Spanish  | 

Russian  

Swedish  ar.d  Nor-  i 

12 

7,313 

2 

l',089 

14 

8,402 

wegian  

5 

3,070 

118 

62,723 

123 

65,793 

Danish  

11 

8,968 

11 

8,968 

Belgian 

9 

12,871 

9 

12,871 

Dutch  

... 

3 

1,781 

3 

1,781 

German  

8 

4,323 

8 1 

4,323 

Austro-Hungarian 

’ 1 

148 

12 

11,673 

13 

11,821 

French  1 

S 

1,151 

127 

111,148 

130 

112,299 

Italian  j 

61 

14,888 

4 

5,339 

65 

20,277 

Greek  | 

3 

968 

5 

4,906 

8 

5,874 

Portuguese j 

1 

345 

1 

345 

Total  j 

97 

29,198 

644 

494,283 

741 

523,481 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ton:. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons, 

^••ABritish  

12 

1,660 

346 

272,207 

358 

273,867 

^.^Apanish  

-Russian  

Swedish  and  Nor- 

... 

... 

... 

11 

5,997 

2 

1,089' 

13' 

7,086 

wegian  

5 

3,069 

121 

65,721 

126 

68,790 

Danish  

11 

8,968 

11 

8,968 

Belgian  

• •• 

9 

12,871 

9 

12,871 

Dutch  ... 

3 

1,781 

3 

1,781 

"German  

8 

4,323 

11,673 

8 

4,323 

..^^-'Austro-Hungarian 

*“l 

*148 

12 

13 

11,821 

^^-AFrench  

3 

1,151 

127 

11 1,088 

130 

112,239 

.^Atalian  

61 

15,022 

4 

5,339 

65 

20,361 

Greek  

3 

968 

5 

4,906 

8 

5,874 

Portuguese...  ... 

1 

345 

1 

345 

96 

28,015 

j 649 

500,311 

| 745 

528,326 

BARCELONA, 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Valencia 
during  the  Year  1893. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Oranges  . . 

Cases . . 

1,140,000 

£ 

400,000 

Onions  . . 

99  • • • • 

400,000 

140,000 

Melons  . . 

99  • • • • 

24,000 

6,000 

Tomatoes 

j)  • • • • 

32,000 

11,000 

Pomegranates  . . . . , . 

Bags  . . 

7,500 

2,000 

Tiger  nuts 

| 6,200 

5,000 

Total  . . 

564,000 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Valencia  during  the 

Year  1893. 


Articles, 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

£ 

Steam  coals 

# ' 

Tons  . . 

13.000  | 

18,900 

Gas  coals 

, • 

,,  . • . . 

20,876  I 

17,700 

Patent  fuel 

99  • • * * 

14,583 

8,020 

Coal  dust  . . 

99  • • • « 

100 

70 

Coke 

116 

174 

Artificial  manure 

3,640  ' 

31,850 

Sulphate  of  ammonia 

, . 

99  • • • • 

4,595 

63,180 

Superphosphates 

. , 

22 

176 

Jute  yarn  c. 

. , 

, , 

Bales  . . 

233 

3,960 

Skins 

, , 

99  • • • * 

131 

130 

Iron  tubes 

Tons  . . 

993 

6,453 

Iron  bars 

, # 

,,  . . . . 

217 

651 

Cement  , . 

Casks . . 

500 

300 

Wire 

Packages 

230 

172 

Caustic  soda 

.. 

{ 

Casks . . 

Drums  . . 

55 

160 

1}  1.W6 

Cod-fish  . . . . 

Cwts.  . . , . 

47,130 

38,800 

China  clay 

, # 

Tons  .. 

8 

40 

Flax  . . 

Bales . . 

44 

660 

Tin 

, , 

Packages 

20 

95 

Rails  . . 

Tons  . . 

846 

4,500 

Locomotives 

# 1 

# , 

4 

5,484 

Railway  carriages 

.. 

15 

3,300 

Total  . . 

•• 

•* 

•• 

205,690 

Return  of  British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Valencia  during  the  Year  1893, 

Entered, 
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Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  Cullera,  Spain,  during  the 
Year  1893. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
1 Vessels. 

| 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  i 

18 

9,445 

18 

9,445 

Spanish  ...  ...  1 j 

**110 

3 

2,081 

4 

2,191 

Swedish  

2 

692 

2 

692 

Norwegian 

4 

1,438 

4 

1,438 

Total  1 

; no 

27 

13,656 

28 

13,766 

Cleared. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels,  j 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

I 1 

18  i 

9,445 

18 

9,445 

Spanish  

”'l 

no 

3 1 

2,081 

4 

2,191 

Swedish  

2 ' 

692 

2 

692 

Norwegian 

4 1 

1,438 

4 

1,438 

Total  

1 

no 

27  j 

13,656 

28 

13,766 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Cullera  during  the 

Year- 1893. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Case  4. 

£ 

Oranges  . . I . , . . . 

3,912 

1,600 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Cullera  during  the 

Year  1893. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Artificial  manure 

4,915 

43,000. 

Superphosphate . . 

136 

1,100 

Eeturn  of  British  and  Foreign  Shipping  at  Burriana,  Moncofar,  and  Castellon  during  the  Year  1893. 
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Crews. 
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SPAIN. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  Burriana,  Moncofar,  and  Castellon, 
Spain,  during  the  Year  1893. 

Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

I 

Tons. 

British  

140 

104,343 

140 

104,343 

Spanish  

51 

36,340 

51 

36,340 

Swedish  

”’l 

172 

8 

4,265 

9 

4,437 

Norwegian 

16  • 

7,952 

16 

7,952 

French  

4 

5,315 

4 

5,315 

Russian  

"l 

”443 

1 

691 

2 

1,134 

Dutch  

2 

1,617 

2 

1,617 

Danish  

1 

949 

1 

949 

German  

2 

963 

2 

963 

Belgian  

1 

719 

1 

719 

Total  

2 

615 

226 

163,154 

228 

163,769 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

-“■British  

140 

104,343 

36,340 

140 

104,343 

Spanish  ...  ... 

51 

51 

36,340 

Swedish  

1 

'l72 

8 

4,265 

9 

4,437 

Norwegian 

16 

7,952 

5,315 

16 

7,952 

—“French  

4 

4 

5,315 

Russian  

*“l 

’*443 

1 

691 

2 

1,134 

-■‘■'Dutch  

2 

1,617 

2 

1,617 

Danish  

1 

949 

1 

949 

.—German  

2 

963 

2 

963 

Belgian  

1 

719 

1 

719 

Total  

2 

615 

226 

163,154 

228 

163,769 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Burriana  District 
during  the  Year  1893. 

O 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Oranges  . 

Cases 

490,000 

£ 

196,000 

Locust  beans  . . 

Tons  .. 

325 

1,000 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Burriana  District 
during  the  Year  1893. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Gas  coals 

1,624 

1,400 

(1250  8 I 94—11  & S 1835) 
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FRANCE. 

NEW  CALEDONIA. 


Consul  de  Coetlogon  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

My  Lord,  New  Caledonia,  June  13,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  a Trade  Report  for  the  year 
1893.  The  long  delay  in  publishing  the  statistics  has  prevented 
my  forwarding  the  Report  earlier. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  DE  COETLOGON, 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  New  Caledonia  for  the  Year 

1893. 
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The  commercial  movement  of  this  colony,  for  1893,  shows  General 
a decrease  on  importations,  and  an  increase  on  exportations,  as  remarks 
compared  with  1892.  • 

The  principal  cause  of  this  decrease  is  the  application  to  this 
colony  of  the  new  French  Customs  tariff,  but  slightly  modified  in  Tariff, 
its  favour. 

The  general  tariff  is  applied  with  few  exceptions. 

The  articles  allowed  to  enter  free  are : live  animals,  salted 
and  preserved  meats,  dryed  fish,  grain  and  flour,  fruit  and  vege- 
tables, ordinary  sugar,  sugar,  tea,  American  trade  tobacco,  timber, 
hops,  coal,  petroleum,  cast-iron,  copper,  acids,  salt,  ropes,  leather 
belting,  agricultural  instruments  and  tools,  gunpowder,  &c. 
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Public  Works, 


Public  works. 


The  public  works  of  any  consequence  actually  being  carried 
on  are  the  main  roads  of  the  colony,  bridges,  and  the  quay,  of 
which  there  is  now  about  300  metres  completed. 

Smelting  works  for  nickel  and  other  ores  are  also  shortly  to  be 
erected,  but  operations  are  not  expected  to  begin  before  1895. 


General  Value  of  Importation  and  Exportation  for  the 
Year  1893. 


Value. 


Francs. 


Francs. 


Francs. 


Tkade  between  France  and  New 
Caledonia. 


Importation  from  France  to  New 
Caledonia  . . 


5,267,974 

4,568,832 


Exportation  from  New  Caledonia  to 
France 


9,836,806 


Trade  between  New  Caledonia 
and  other  Countries. 


Importation 
of  foreign 
goods 


By  French,  vessels— 


From  France . . 


foreign  countries  1,680,305 


By  foreign  vessels  . . 2,329,492 


4,009,797 


4,686,753 

19,987 


4,706,740 


8,716,537 


General  total 


18,553,343 


X 


Comparative  State  of  Importation  and  Exportation  during  the  Years  1892-93. 


NEW  CALEDONIA. 
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Beturn  of  Articles  of  Export  at  Noumea  for  the  Year  1893. 


Description  of  Goods. 


Value. 


Groceries 

Grain,  vegetables,  and  fruit 

Chemicals  . . . . . . . . 

Divers  produces  . . . . . . 

Animal  products,  preserved  meats,  -wool, 
leather,  &c.  . . 

Fishery  products 

Gums  . . . . . . . . 

Copper  ore 
Chrome  ore  . . 

Cobalt  ore 

Nickel  ore 

Lead  ore 

Cobalt  regulus 

Old  metals  . . . . 


Francs. 

259,858 

334,245 

219,900 

65,328 

6,696 

1,333,316 

61,923 

6,475 

2,580 

21,525 

101,080 

6,241,912 

94,560 

476,290 

31,784 


Beturn  of  Articles  of  Import  at  Noumea  for  the  Year  1893. 


Description  of  Goods. 

Value. 

Living  animals 

Francs. 

137,285 

Groceries 

517,690 

Grain  vegetables,  and  fruit . . 

275,923 

Timber. . 

130,560 

Coal  and  coke. . 

287,366 

Arms  and  ammunitions 

21,479 

Chemicals 

363,748 

Wine  and  spirits 

1,940,637 

Burning-oils  and  candles 

120,829 

121,981 

Bricks,  cement,  and  galvanised  iron 

86,798 

Clothing 

527,450 

Tobacco  and  opium  . . 

129,066 

Wheat,  flour,  and  dried  vegetables 

1,007,282 

Divers  produces 

2,547,487 

Produces  for  consumption  . . 

852,693 

67,833 

Glassware  and  earthenware 

Mineral  waters  . . . . . . 

19,719 

Printed  matters 

108,375 

Divers  articles 

13,570 
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TURKEY. 

SMYRNA. 


Consul-General  Holmwood  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

My  Lord,  Smyrna , July  25,  1894. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  my  Commercial 
Report  for  the  Year  1893. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  FREDERIC  HOLMWOOD. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Smyrna  for  the  Year  1893. 
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Exports . 

Notwithstanding  a favourable  harvest  and  a good  yield  from 
all  the  principal  crops  of  the  country,  the  past  year  has  been  a 
had  one  for  commerce,  and  even  disastrous  to  the  growers  of 
produce. 

This  misfortune  is  entirely  owing  to  the  continued  low  values 
of  produce  in  the  European  markets,  which  in  the  case  of  many 
productions  of  Turkey  have  gone  from  bad  to  worse.  So  great 
has  been  the  depreciation  in  the  prices  of  raisins  and  dried  fruit 
(1844) 
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TURKEY. 


that  immense  quantities  grown  for  export  have  been  retained  in 
the  interior,  where  for  the  past  8 months  horses  and  cattle  have 
been  fed  on  raisins  and  other  dried  fruit. 

Unhappily  there  seem  to  be  no  signs  of  revival  in  the  produce 
trade  in  Europe,  while,  on  the  other  hand  the  products  which 
have  hitherto  been  exported  solely  by  Asiatic  Turkey  are  now 
being  extensively  grown  in  Southern  Bussia,  and  this  must  result 
in  over-production,  at  any  rate  during  periods  of  universal 
depression  of  trade. 


Imports. 

The  value  of  imports  during  the  past  year  was  nearly  the 
same  as  in  1892,  but  this  practically  represents  a diminution  of 
trade,  as  the  largely-increased  area  brought  under  cultivation  by 
railway  extension  had  already  commenced  to  open  up  new 
markets  in  the  country  for  manufactured  goods. 


Statistics  of  Trade. 

The  failure  this  year  of  a special  source  of  information  has 
rendered  all  my  efforts  to  supply  accurate  statistics  fruitless,  but 
other  arrangements  have  now  been  made  which  will,  it  may  be 
hoped,  render  the  commercial  returns  of  this  country  exceptionally 
reliable  for  the  future. 


Shipping. 

The  shipping  trade  of  this  port  has  suffered,  as  might  be 
expected,  through  the  general  depression,  but  a very  slight 
reaction  in  the  European  markets  will  speedily  cause  a revival  in 
this  branch  of  commerce. 

Prospects  for  1894. 

With  the  exception  of  the  bean  crop,  which  has  proved  more 
or  less  a failure,  and,  perhaps,  opium  also,  the  outlook  for  this  year 
is  most  favourable.  But  unless  a rise  in  prices  occurs  in  the 
autumn  the  most  prosperous  season  will  not  insure  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  in  a commercial  sense. 


j Raisins. 

This  staple  production  of  Asiatic  Turkey  has,  principally 
through  the  action  ot  the  French  tariff,  become  so  depreciated  in 
value,  that  unless  some  new  market  can  be  found,  the  cultivation 
of  the  vine  in  this  country  will  have  to  be  discontinued.  This 
will  cause  widespread  misery  among  the  agricultural  classes,  who 
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cannot  command  the  capital  to  enable  them  readily  to  substitute 
new  branches  of  agriculture. 

Railways . 

The  most  important  question  affecting  British  interests  in 
this  country  at  the  present  moment  is  that  of  the  pending  railway 
extensions,  and  the  serious  injury  which  they  threaten  to  British 
influence. 

The  situation  is  a complicated  one,  but  the  following  brief 
description  will  render  sufficiently  clear  the  dangers  it  involves  for 
British  capital  and  British  commerce. 

The  port  of  Smyrna  is,  and  is  likely  to  continue  to  be  the 
emporium  for  the  commerce  of  Asia  Minor.  Its  advantageous 
situation  and  the  exceptional  facilities  it  affords  to  shipping,  must 
always  attract  the  major  part  of  the  trade  of  the  interior,  and 
while  the  completion  of  pending  railway  communications  will 
probably  double  the  trade  in  a few  years,  the  new  lines  will  not 
be  likely  to  divert  any  considerable  proportion  of  it,  at  any  rate 
of  the  exports,  to  any  other  port  with  which  they  may  com- 
municate. 

Bailway  communication  between  Smyrna  and  the  interior  is 
in  the  hands  of  two  British  railway  companies,  the  “ Aidin55  and 
the  “ Cassaba,”  and  these  lines  are  safe  from  other  competition. 
Their  combined  capital  amounts  to  over  5,000,000/.  sterling.  But 
these  lines  extend  only  240  miles  inland,  and  a German  syndicate 
has  recently  obtained  a railway  concession  from  Xstnid  (prac- 
tically from  the  Bosphorus)  to  Karahissar  and  Konia  and  thence 
eventually  to  Baghdad,  thus  cutting  off  the  two  British  lines  from 
all  extension  E.  and  S.E.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  bulk 
of  the  produce  of  Konia  and  the  far  interior  will  on  arrival  at 
Karahissar  be  transmitted  to  the  port  of  Smyrna,  and  early  in  the 
history  of  this  undertaking  it  therefore  became  a question  as  to 
which  of  the  two  British  lines  should  absorb  this  traffic. 

I took  this  opportunity  for  renewing  a recommendation  which 
I had  previously  given  as  to  the  advantages  of  an  amalgamation  of 
our  two  lines,  and  warned  our  companies  of  the  danger  of  allowing 
minor  interests  to  prevent  an  alliance  which  alone  could  secure 
the  future  success  of  both. 

The  Aklin  railway  was  the  natural  line  of  communication 
because  the  short  extension  which  would  be  necessary  from  its 
present  inland  terminus  at  Diner  to  Chai  on  the  German  line, 
would  pass  through  a comparatively  level  country. 

That  company,  however,  failed  to  obtain  from  the  Sultan  a 
concession  for  such  extension. 

The  Cas3aba  railway  on  the  other  hand  would  require  to  con- 
struct a longer  branch  from  its  inland  terminus  at  Alashehir  to 
Karahissar  on  the  German  line,  and  this  line  would  pass  over  a 
mountainous  country  necessitating  heavy  gradients  which  would 
involve  a cost  probably  three  times  as  great  as  by  the  other 
route. 
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A French  syndicate,  however,  has  obtained  a concession  for 
this  extension,  and  has  now  come  to  a provisional  agreement 
with  the  Oassaba  Company,  giving  the  syndicate  the  right  to 
purchase  their  line  at  any  time  before  the  end  of  July,  a date 
which,  I believe,  is  about  to  be  extended. 

If,  at  this  juncture,  the  two  British  companies  could  arrange 
for  an  amalgamation  of  their  interests  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  the  French  syndicate  would  be  glad  to  join  them,  and  that 
means  would  be  found  admitting  of  the  adoption  of  the  less  costly 
and  more  direct  and  convenient  route  to  Chat. 

This  would  save  the  French  syndicate  from  the  necessity  of 
finding  the  large  capital  which  will  be  indispensable  as  the 
arrangement  now  stands,  while  it  would  get  rid  of  the  one  serious 
drawback  to  the  Aidin  line,  namely,  the  heavy  gradients  and  nar- 
row tunnel  on  its  Ephesus  section,  which  could  then  be  wholly 
avoided  by  a short  branch  connecting  the  two  railways. 

There  will,  no  doubt,  at  this  late  stage,  be  difficulties  in 
bringing  about  the  triple  coalition  here  indicated,  but  it  appears 
to  be  well  worth  consideration,  for  the  combination  could  not  fail 
to  greatly  benefit  each  of  the  three  companies  interested. 

In  connection  with  this  suggestion  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  though  the  German  Company  will  have  no  option  as  to  the 
transit  of  a large  proportion  of  its  freight  to  Smyrna,  yet,  if  the 
recent  agreement  is  carried  out,  it  will  be  able  to  impose  onerous 
terms  on  the  new  French  company,  already  burdened  with  the 
excessive  cost  of  its  mountain  extension,  for  the  Germans  will  be 
able  to  hold  over  them  the  threat  of  an  extension  of  the  Aidin 
line  to  Chat,  and  a transference  of  their  carrying  trade  to  the 
rival  line. 

Were  a triple  amalgamation  brought  about,  the  reverse  would 
be  the  case,  for  the  free  action  of  such  a coalition  could  not  possi- 
bly be  hampered  by  competition  in  connection  with  the  Smyrna 
traffic. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  question  which  may  be  worth 
consideration. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  sooner  or  later  the  Aidin  com- 
pany will  obtain  the  concession  for  its  natural  extension  to  Chai, 
if  only  for  strategic  reasons. 

But  if  the  proposed  Karahissar  extension  of  the  present 
Cassaba  railway  be  carried  out  by  the  French  syndicaie,  it  is 
very  doubtful  how  far  two  competing  companies,  supplemented 
to  a certain  extent  by  the  competition  of  a third  company  run- 
ning to  Ismid,  will  find  sufficient  traffic  to  pay  reasonable  interest 
on  three  separate  large  capitals. 

It  is  true  that  both  the  German  and  the  new  French  syndicates 
have  obtained  from  the  Sublime  Porte  guarantees  of  traffic  amount- 
ing to  from  500/.  to  800/.  per  mile,  and  that  in  view  of  the 
competition  which  will  doubtless  ensue,  the  probabilities  are  that 
the  Ottoman  Government  will  have  to  contribute  large  sums 
annually  to  each  of  those  companies,  but  the  A'idin  company, 
which  would  then  be  the  only  British  line  connected  with  Smyrna, 
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has  no  guarantee  of  this  nature,  and  the  Cha’i  extension  would  be 
too  short  to  render  such  a guarantee  valuable.  It,  therefore, 
appears  to  me  that  the  alliance  which  has  been  suggested  is  in 
their  case  more  desirable  than  ever,  for  their  own  as  well  as  for 
general  British  interests. 

If  I have  been  earnest  in  pressing  these  views  on  British 
capitalists,  those  who  have  had  practical  experience  of  the 
advantages  to  commerce  which  ever  follow  railway  communica- 
tion abroad  under  British  management  may  appreciate  the  reasons 
for  persistence  in  this  instance. 

Those  also  who  know  the  capabilities  of  this  country  will  not 
fail  to  foresee  the  importance  of  the  new  market  which  railway 
extension  is  about  to  open  up  to  trade. 

There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  is  now  too  late  for 
amalgamation ; on  the  contrary,  difficulties  are  bound  to  arise  in 
obtaining  the  large  capital,  without  which  the  scheme  now  pend- 
ing cannot  be  carried  out,  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  advantages 
which  would  attach  to  a coalition  will  daily  become  more  obvious 
to  the  supporters  of  the  French  syndicate. 
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Note. — The  above  table  does  not  include  vessels  that  only  called  at  the  Vourlah  Quarantine  Station  during  the  cholera  epidemic,  vessels  under  30 
5,  and  the  small  coasting  steamers  that  ply  between  Smyrna,  Yourlah,  and  Aivali. 
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Note -The  above  table  does  not  include  vessels  that  only  called  at  the  Tourlah  Quarantine  Station  during  the  cholera  epidemic,  vessels  under  30 
tons,  and  the  small  coasting  steamers  that  ply  between  Smyrna,  Vourlah,  and  Aiva  1. 
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General  Summary. 


In  drawing  up  my  report  for  1893  I feel  compelled  to  confine 
myself,  as  far  as  statistics  go,  to  the  first  half  of  the  year,  as  only 
those  for  that  period  have  as  yet  appeared  in  the  “ Boletim 
Official.”  To  wait  until  the  publication  of  those  of  the  other 
half  will  entail  considerable  delay,  as  in  many  cases  they  only 
appear  some  time  in  June  or  July.  The  figures  I have  in  hand 
have,  however,  been  sufficient,  with  the  information  I have  derived 
from  various  sources,  to  enable  me  to  arrive  at  more  or  less  correct 
conclusions  on  the  subject  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this 
colony  during  1893. 


Imports  and  Exports. 

It  is  indeed  satisfactory  to  note  an  increase  in  both  imports 
and  exports,  by  junks  as  well  as  by  steamers. 

This  increase,  especially  accentuated  in  the  case  of  imports, 
must,  in  imports,  be  attributable  to  the  exhaustion  of  local  stocks, 
and  the  renewal  of  larger  supplies  as  a provision  against  an  un- 
favourable exchange;  and  in  exports  to  the  operation  of  the 
depreciation  of  silver.  For  as  Macao  is  a feeder  onty  for  such 
inland  and  coast  markets  as  are  dependent  upon  it,  and  a port  of 
export  for  such  goods  as  still  find  their  way  here  on  account  of 
the  comparative  cheapness  of  storage,  packing,  &c.,  no  great  and 
lasting  revival  can  occur  in  imports  until  it  becomes  an  emporium 
for  new  markets  and  local  consumption  increases,  and  in  exports 
until  local  industries  and  other  native  imports  swell  to  such  a 
number  as  to  add  an  impetus  to  the  trade  to  foreign  countries. 
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What,  however,  might  with  fostering  care  be  made  a greater  and  Coast  trade, 
greater  source  of  profit  to  this  colony  is  the  coast  trade  in  native 
products.  The  trade  in  foreign  goods  has,  since  Hong-Kong 
deprived  Macao  of  its  status,  settled  into  a groove,  and  its  extent 
has  ever  continued  commensurate  with  the  existing  demand.  But 
the  coast  trade  in  native  goods  is  the  trade  which  it  is  imperative 
to  look  to,  as  the  more  it  expands  the  more  will  it  materially 
assist  the  prosperity  of  Macao.  There  are,  of  course,  certain 
articles  which  the  Chinese  still  prefer  to  prepare  here  before  ship- 
ment to  foreign  countries  via  Hong-Kong,  but  so  soon  as  expenses 
increase  and  rents  rise  a change  will  come  over  the  present 
system  of  operations.  That  this  decrease  is  becoming  an  accom- 
plished fact  is  proved  by  the  statistics  of  the  Lappa  customs  ; 
but  the  very  same  returns  establish  the  gratifying  result  that  a 
very  considerable  increase  has  yearly  become  apparent  in  the 
coast  trade  in  Chinese  produce.  In  fact,  Macao  is  specially 
adapted  for  this  trade.  Its  situation  at  the  mouth  of  the  West 
River  makes  it  a mart  for  the  produce  of  the  west  coast  of  Kuang- 
tung  and  the  prefectures  of  Kuangchow  and  Kimling.  This 
native  trade  has  so  far  added  much  to  the  life  of  the  numerous 
Chinese  hongs  established  here,  and  it  will  still  increase  the 
prosperity  of  Macao  more  and  more  if  proper  attention  is  given 
to  prevent  its  diversion. 

Opium  is,  as  hitherto,  the  most  valuable  article  of  import  and  Opium, 
export.  It  is  imported  crude,  and  exported  mostly  prepared.  The 
opium  farmer,  however,  is  the  sole  person  who  enjoys  the 
monopoly  of  boiling  down  the  drug ; but  other  parties  have  the 
privilege  of  importing  and  exporting  it  in  a raw  condition. 

During  last  year  no  agreement  was  again  concluded  with  the 
opium  farmer  in  Hong-Kong,  so  that  the  San  Francisco  and 
Australian  steamers  have  had  to  call  at  Macao  to  ship  their 
valuable  cargoes. 

This  new  order  of  things  is  far  more  economical  than  the 
former  regime,  when  the  opium  farmer  had  to  be  paid  a heavy 
sum  for  the  permission  of  passing  the  prepared  opium  through 
his  preserves  in  Hong-Kong.  The  statistics  before  me  for  the 
first  half  of  1893  show  a decrease  both  in  the  import  and  export 
of  opium.  Nor  can  the  second  half  of  the  year  have  been  more 
satisfactory,  as  even  assuming  that  heavy  stocks  had  to  be  worked 
off,  the  general  opinion  is  that  a reaction  would  have  taken  place 
before  long  had  not  the  falling  exchange  completely  paralysed  this 
trade.  For  the  present,  however,  native  opium  has  not  received  Native  opium* 
any  impetus  nor  come  into  favour.  In  fact,  little,  if  any,  finds  its 
way  as  yet  so  far  south.  Neither  could  smuggling  be  held 
responsible  for  the  decrease,  for  though  smuggling  still  continues, 

■especially  in  the  case  of  junks  from  Singapore,  as  they  bring  back 
opium  in  lieu  of  remittances,  now  that  the  rate  of  exchange  is  so 
uncertain  and  low,  it  cannot  have  assumed  such  vast  proportions 
as  to  have  diverted  any  so  very  considerable  quantity  of  opium 
from  the  legitimate  channel  of  importation. 

The  rest  of  the  imports  continue  to  be  kerosene,  matches,  Other 
(1840)  imports* 
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sugar,  cotton  and  woollen  goods,  wines,  &c.  The  only  articles,, 
however,  that  come  out  from  Portugal  are  wines  and  some  kinds 
of  stores. 

The  same  doleful  tale  is  heard  on  all  sides.  The  business 
done  during  1893  has  been  again  unremunerative  and  restricted. 
In  fact,  how  can  profits  be  realised  when  tea  is  bought  at  9 d. 
or  lOd  per  lb.  and  sold  in  London  at  4 d.  and  5d . per  lb.? 
The  competition  from  India  and  Ceylon  is  no  doubt  responsible 
for  a good  deal  of  the  shrinkage  which  steadily  goes  on  in  the 
trade,  but  other  causes  have  during  the  year  operated  to  check 
the  sale  of  Macao  teas.  These  teas  are,  of  course,  getting  into 
disfavour ; but  the  coal  strike  has  exercised  a baneful  influence 
upon  sales  at  home,  as  the  cheap  and  low  grades  of  tea  imported 
for  the  mining  classes  remained  without  demand,  the  low  state  of 
the  purses  of  the  miners  precluding  them  from  indulging  as 
freely,  if  at  all,  in  tea  drinking.  As  no  reduction  of  internal 
imposts  has  besides  been  attempted  by  the  Chinese  Government, 
and  no  improvements  have  been  adopted  by  the  native  growers, 
the  export  has  seen  no  change  for  the  better,  and  seems,  what  is 
more,  doomed  to  extinction. 

The  number  of  chests  exported  was  195,027  against  147,000' 
in  1892,  but  of  these  only  110,000  or  so  went  to  the  London 
market,  the  rest  having  been  sent  to  Hamburg.  This  result 
makes  my  remarks  appear  at  first  sight  paradoxical ; but  this 
increase  was  made  up  not  by  what  has  so  far  been  known  as  tea, 
but  by  a composition  which  has  within  the  last  2 or  3 years 
eome  into  high  fashion. 

Indeed,  the  only  kind  of  tea  which  has  brought  in  any  returns,, 
is  this  new  blend,  which  goes  under  the  designation  of  “ lie  ” tea. 
This  term  sufficiently  explains  its  quality,  for  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  mixture  could  only  be  called  tea  in  its  correct  accepta- 
tion through  a considerable  sacrifice  of  truth.  These  teas  are 
manufactured  from  exhausted  tea  leaves,  which  are  dried,  refired 
and  mixed  with  a certain  proportion  of  genuine  tea  and  of  seeds 
and  dust.  Most  of  this  preparation  proceeds  to  Hamburg,  where 
no  “ Adulteration  Act  n is  in  force ; but  a good  deal  of  mystery 
enshrouds  its  ultimate  fate,  for  there  are  various  versions  as  to- 
its  disposal,  some  parties  averring  that  it  is  consumed  by  the 
lower  classes,  others  that  it  is  sold  to  ships,  and  others  that  a 
quantity  of  it  probably  leaks  inlo  England  as  well.  From  what 
I can  gather,  some  of  this  “ lie  ” tea  is  often  packed  in  chests 
labelled  “ best  congou,”  and  shipped  to  India  for  the  lower 
classes.  But  tastes  differ,  just  as  the  tea  sent  to  France  and  the 
Continent  generally  is  a mere  conglomeration  of  stalks  and  twigsr 
and  to  all  appearances,  no  tea  at  all.  But  genuine  tea  does  not 
seem  to  be  in  high  request,  and  the  growing  demand  has  naturally 
to  be  satisfied  by  a special  preparation. 

In  Australia,  where  some  tea  used  to  go,  the  shipments  of 
Indian  and  Ceylon  teas  are  again  ousting  the  teas  of  this  districts 
This  continuous  falling-off  in  supplies  proves  forcibly  the  un- 
popularity of  Macao  teas,  but  a better  and  cleaner  tea  naturally 
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soon  comes  into  favour,  so  that  this  shrinkage  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at.  Nor  does  the  low  exchange  appear  to  give  an 
impetus  to  the  export  or  add  a cent  to  the  profits,  if  any. 

Silk  was  made  in  three  sizes  during  the  year,  that  is,  of  Silk. 

9/11  deniers,  10/12  deniers,  and  11/13  deniers.  The  total  business 
done  amounts  to  425  bales  of  106-J  lbs.  each.  This  shows  a 
slight  falling-off  from  1892,  when  437  bales  were  exported.  This 
difference  might  be  due  to  financial  difficulties  abroad  or  fluctua- 
tions in  the  exchange.  Prices  varied  from  65/.  5s.  (580  dol.)  to 
84/.  18s.  9 d.  (755  dol.).  This  is  practically  an  increase,  as  the 
lowest  price  paid  in  1892  was  505  dol.  and  the  highest  680  dol. 

In  order  to  avoid  misconception  and  to  facilitate  comparison, 

I may  mention  that  the  figures  69/.  8s.  9 d.  for  the  lowest,  and 
93/.  10s.  for  the  highest  given  in  my  report  for  1892  were  derived 
by  conversion  of  the  currency  into  sterling  at  2s.  9 cl.,  the  rate 
then  prevailing.  The  rate  of  2s.  3 d.  is  the  one  I have  taken  for 
this  year,  as  that  was  the  exchange  for  December. 

The  export  of  waste  silk  consisted  of  220  bales  against  182  Waste  silk, 
bales  in  1892.  Each  bale  weighed  133^  lbs.  and  fetched  from 
72  dol.  (8/.  2s.)  to  85  dol.  (9/.  11s.  3 d.)  for  quality  No.  1 ; and 
from  45  dol.  (51.  Is.  3 d.)  to  55  dol.  (6/.  3s.  9 d.)  for  quality  No.  2. 

As  far  as  prices  go,  these  figures  are  in  sterling  below,  but  in 
currency  above  those  of  1892.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that 
there  is  an  upward  tendency  caused  presumably  by  the  exchange. 

Indeed,  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  a Chinaman  takes  ex- 
change into  consideration  in  his  various  transactions  with 
foreigners,  though  the  rate  whether  high  or  low  has  practically 
nothing  to  do  with  him. 

Work  has  been  sustained  at  the  cement  works  on  Green  Cement. 
Island  well  nigh  throughout  the  whole  year.  An  impetus  was, 
in  fact,  given  to  the  operations  of  the  company  when  the  exchange 
began  to  drop  by  leaps  and  bounds.  The  low  exchange  is  of 
course  in  favour  of  local  output,  for  the  Green  Island  cement,  can 
under  such  conditions  alone  oust  its  rivals  and  hold  its  own  with 
the  cement  imported  from  home.  Not  because  it  is  inferior  in 
point  of  quality,  but  because  of  drawbacks  against  which  it  has  to 
labour.  With  cheap  labour  and  cheap  material,  not  to  speak  of 
comparatively  low  freights,  &c.,  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
company  should  not  have  effected  fair  returns,  but  anomalous 
though  it  may  at  first  sight  appear,  the  balance  is  on  the  wrong 
side  of  their  accounts,  mainly  because  the  concern  was  started 
with  too  high  a capital  to  enable  the  directors  to  pay  any  return. 

Nor  can  much  of  the  money  subscribed  be  returned  to  the  share- 
holders, as  large  sums  had  to  be  sunk  in  the  works  to  remedy  the 
mistakes  made  by  the  Chinese  promoters.  New  machinery,  new 
kilns,  and  additions  to  the  buildings  absorbed  a considerable 
amount  of  capital.  But  some  time  ago  an  attempt  was  made  to 
reduce  the  capital,  and  put  the  company  on  a new  and  firmer  basis,, 
but  the  fees  leviable  by  the  Portuguese  Treasury  were  so  heavy 
a drain  that  the  scheme  of  reconstruction  had  to  be  abandoned. 

The  raw  materials  for  cement  are  limestone  and  clay,  of  which. 
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enormous  quantities  are  within  easy  reach.  The  first  is  pro- 
curable in  the  provinces  of  Kuangtung  and  Kuanghsi ; and  the 
latter  in  the  inner  harbour  itself,  just  in  front  of  the  very  works. 
The  coal  used  is  Japanese  anthracite  as  well  as  briquettes  of  coal 
dust  imported  from  Hongay  in  Ton  king.  Both  of  these  can  be 
conveniently  purchased  at  comparatively  low  rates.  Most  of  the 
output  goes  to  Manila,  various  ports  of  China,  Hong-Kong,  Japan, 
and  other  more  distant  points.  The  quality  is  pronounced  good 
so  that  it  should  be  able  to  command  certain  markets. 

The  remaining  exports  consist  of  various  oils,  such  as  cassia 
oil  and  aniseed  oil,  feathers,  soy,  rice,  &c.  The  export  of  essential 
oils  has,  however,  been  to  a degree  diverted  by  the  French  in 
Tonking. 

Shipping. 

The  vessels  of  the  Hong-Kong,  Canton,  ai^d  Macao  Steamboat 
Company,  which  continued  their  voyages,  the  “Heung  Shan” 
daily  to  Hong-Kong,  and  the  “ White  Cloud  ’’  every  alternate 
day  to  Canton,  formed  with  the  steam  launches  " Perseverance,” 
“ Wing  Yuan,”  “An-po,”  and  u Wing-wa  ” plying  every  day 
between  Hong-Kong  and  Macao,  and  the  small  steamer  “ Chin 
Shan”  and  the  launch  (e  Sun-chow”  every  other  day  between 
Canton  and  Macao,  the  bulk  of  shipping  which  frequented  this 
port.  As  regards  nationality,  the  British  flag  preponderated,  for 
all  the  vessels  mentioned  above  fly,  with  the  exception  of  the  “ Sun- 
chow,”  the  Union  Jack.  The  “ An-po  ” and  “Wing-wa”  came  on 
the  line  towards  the  close  of  the  year.  In  the  way  of  outside 
steamers,  17,  and  1 sailing  vessel  visited  Macao,  of  which  14  were 
British.  Mcst,  if  not  all  of  these,  came  here  under  agreement  with 
the  opium  farmer  to  take  prepared  opium  to  California  or  Australia, 
or  under  contract  with  the  Macao  authorities  to  carry  stores,  &c.,  to 
Timor  on  their  way  south.  These  steamers,  of  which  9 were  for 
Australia  and  5 for  California,  called  here  for  opium.  The  Macao 
farmer  finds  to  his  advantage,  as  I said  above,  to  ship  his  opium 
from  here,  as  he  had  to  pay  90,000  dol.  (about  10,000/.)  per  year 
for  the  privilege  alone  of  taking  opium  via  Hong-Kong,  and  to 
bear  a freight  of  75  c.  per  box  of  500  taels  for  carriage  from 
Macao  to  Hong-Kong. 

Besides  the  British  vessels  enumerated,  four  others  visited  this 
colony,  bringing  excursionists  on  some  great  saint’s  day  to  be 
present  at  special  religious  services  and  processions. 

Added  to  these,  the  steamers  of  the  Eastern  Extension 
Telegraph  Company  came  to  Macao  to  repair  the  cable  between 
this  colony  and  Hong-Kong.  Nor  must  I omit  to  notice  a small 
vessel  of  77  tons,  called  the  “ Taiping,”  which  tried  to  take  her 
place  on  the  line  between  Hong-Kong  and  Macao.  After  several 
trips  she,  however,  had  to  abandon  the  attempt,  as  she  was  too 
slow,  and  required  6 hours  to  perforin  a run  of  40-J  miles.  This 
run  is  ordinarily  made  by  the  regular  boats  in  a little  over 
3 hours,  so  that  she  stood  little  chance  of  coming  into  favour. 
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There  is,  however,  one  point  worthy  of  note  about  her  and 
the  si  Chin  Shan,”  and  that  is  that  they  were  entirely  built  and 
engined  by  the  Chinese.  Neither  of  these  boats  are  of  elegant 
build,  but  they  go  far  to  show  the  enterprise  and  ingenuity  of  the 
Chinese  at  Hong-Kong. 

The  number  of  German  steamers  fell  from  12  to  2.  The  one 
of  these  brought  salt  and  left  in  ballast ; the  other,  the  f<Tetartos,:’ 
came  under  charter  to  ship  coolies  for  Brazil.  The  remaining 
two  outside  vessels  flew  the  American  flag.  The  first  was  a boat 
of  the  American  line,  and  came  to  take  opium  for  San  Francisco. 

The  other  was  a barque,  called  the  u Serrano.”  She  had,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  Timor,  to  be  chartered  to 
convey  stores  and  to  take  the  place  of  the  C:  Airlie,”  which  was 
to  have  called  at  Dili  on  her  way  to  Australia,  but  which  had  to 
be  withdrawn  so  as  to  avoid  quarantine  and  delay.  Nor  must  I 
close  my  remarks  on  shipping  without  adding  that  there  is  as  yet 
no  direct  line  to  Portugal,  much  though  the  scheme  was  talked  of 
at  one  time.  But  the  trade  between  this  colony  and  the  mother 
country  is  so  small  that  no  line  will  ever  pay.  The  Spanish  mail, 
whose  terminus  is  at  Manila,  enjoys  still  the  privilege  of  carrying 
Government  employes  and  troops  from  Lisbon  to  the  Far  East. 

As  regards  native  shipping  there  is  not  much  that  I can  Native 
add  to  what  I said  in  my  reports  of  former  years.  They  con-  shlPPing- 
tinue,  in  spite  of  steam  competition,  to  hold  their  own  and  to  carry 
their  fair  quota  of  passengers  and  cargo  on  their  voyages  not 
only  to  Hong-Kong  and  Canton  and  the  inner  waters,  but  to  more 
distant  parts,  such  as  Annam,  Hainan,  Formosa,  and  Singapore. 

A branch  of  the  National  Bank  of  China  was  opened  during  Bank, 
the  year  ; but  it  transacts  but  little  business,  as  the  mercantile 
body  do  their  financing  in  Hong-Kong.  Nor  do  the  natives  make 
much  use,  if  any,  of  the  bank.  But  the  operations  of  this 
establishment  could  well  be  expanded  if  any  facilities  existed  for 
advances  to  natives  on  their  cargoes.  But  as  foreign  banks  would 
require  a certain  security  before  making  any  advances  on  un- 
certain quantities,  the  bonded  warehouse  system,  under  some 
customs  supervision  or  Government  control,  would  seem  to  be  the 
chief  desideratum.  These  warehouses  were  at  one  time  talked 
about,  but  no  steps  have  ever  been  taken  for  their  introduction. 

Owing  to  the  fall  of  the  price  of  silver  the  home  Govern-  Exchange, 
ment  was  induced  to  reduce  the  exchange  from  850  reis  a dollar 
to  640  reis.  The  officials  here  had  strongly  petitioned  the 
Government  to  consider  their  claims,  and  by  this  reduction  they 
practically  obtained,  as  far  as  local  demands  go,  25  per  cent, 
increase  of  salary.  This  increase  is,  however,  counterbalanced 
by  the  sudden  rise  of  living  which  recently  took  place  in  this 
colony,  not  only  in  luxuries,  but  in  the  ordinary  necessaries  of 
life,  and  by  the  higher  prices  charged  by  the  Chinese  for  every- 
thing. These  born  traders  soon  got  wind  of  the  change,  and, 
when  twitted  with  inconsistency,  reply:  “ You  get  more  money, 
so  you  can  pay  more.5’  • 

This  reduction  in  the  exchange  affects  trade  in  so  far  that 
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nil  tonnage  and  port  dues,  and  taxes  and  licences  are  payable  at 
the  new  rate.  The  result  is,  that  in  the  absence  of  reis  more 
dollars  and  cents  have  to  be  given  to  make  up  the  difference. 

No  further  attempt  has  been  made  to  send  another  consign- 
ment of  coolies  to  the  Congo  State.  The  agents  of  the  Com- 
panhia  Braziliana  opened,  however,  an  office  here,  and  made 
arrangements  to  ship  coolies  to  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Consequent 
upon  the  reduction  in  the  influx  of  immigrants  from  Europe  to 
Brazil,  the  attention  of  the  Government  was  turned  to  China,  and 
the  company  took  upon  themselves  to  supply  the  large  number  of 
emigrants  required,  estimated  by  some  at  over  1,000,000  coolies, 
from  the  teeming  population  of  the  Celestial  Empire.  For  this 
purpose  the  agents  endeavoured  to  carry  on  their  operations  from 
Hong-Kong,  but,  failing  in  their  efforts  to  enlist  the  support  of 
the  authorities,  they  established  themselves  in  this  colony.  After 
many  difficulties  in  finding  a vessel  of  large  tonnage,  for  they 
could  not  get  any  of  the  British  steamers,  they  at  length 
chartered  the  German  steamer  “ Tetartos,”  a vessel  of  1,578  tons, 
which  cleared  on  October  15  with  478  coolies  on  board  for  Rio 
de  Janeiro  direct.  Rumours  have  during  the  year  been  also 
afloat  that  emigration  to  Peru  and  Chile  and  Mexico  would  be 
started,  but  no  steps  have  been  taken  to  give  effect  to  any  of  these 
schemes. 

No  works  have  as  yet  been  taken  in  hand  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  harbour,  and,  what  is  more,  no  measures  seem 
likely  to  be  adopted  for  the  present  to  cope  against  the  accumu- 
lation of  mud  and  sand  washed  down  by  the  neighbouring  rivers. 
In  fact  the  silting  is  proceeding  at  such  a pace  that  even  the 
native  shipping  will  shortly  find  the  approaches  to  Macao,  and 
the  entrance  into  the  harbour  difficult.  This  rapid  silting  tends, 
more  than  anything  else,'  to  affect  the  importance  of  Macao  and 
to  hasten  its  decadence. 

The  Macao  treasury  has  great  resources  in  reserve  for  the 
works,  and  could  bear  the  expense  without  a loan,  but  the  home 
Government  appears  loth  to  realise  the  true  dangers  ahead  and  to 
see  that  the  improvements  of  the  harbour  and  the  outlay  for  a 
safe  and  good  anchorage  would  materially  augment  maritime 
trade  and  usher  in  an  era  of  comparative  prosperity. 

Meanwhile,  even  in  Macao  there  are  those  who  view  the  inroads 
of  mud  and  sand  with  indifference  ; for,  they  say,  in  other  more 
important  ports  than  Macao,  such  as  Shanghai,  Tientsin,  &c., 
yessels  have  to  wait  for  the  tide,  and  they  can  do  the  same  on 
arrival  at  this  colony,  forgetting  that  the  entrance  into  the 
harbour  is  during  the  highest  tide  even  difficult,  if  not  impossible 
to  many  vessels.  This  unsatisfactory  state  has,  together  with 
the  lack  of  freight  and  the  heavy  tonnage  dues  of  6 c.,  driven 
shipping  to  Hong-Kong.  More  than  that,  it  will  entail  further 
losses  for  this  colony,  as  it  will  certainly  forfeit  the  benefits 
which  it  might  otherwise  have  enjoyed  as  a port  of  call  for  vessels 
plying  between  Hong-Kong  and  Wuchow. 

An  innovation  was  carried  out  during  the  course  of  the  year. 
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which  I think  it  expedient  to  mention,  as  it  not  only  bears  upon 
private  individuals,  but  upon  tradespeople  and  business  people  in 
general.  This  innovation  consists  in  the  practical  increase  of 
post  office  rates  ; for  whereas  under  the  former  exchange  of  850 
reis  per  dol.  the  postage  for  Hong-Kong  was  2 c.,  it  is  now  3J  c. 
and  whereas  a letter  could  be  sent  to  any  part  of  Europe  for 
9J  c.  at  first,  and  then  for  about  11 J c.,  an  excess  of  about  6^  c. 
has  now  to  be  made  up.  Of  course  the  Government  says  a reis 
is  always  a reh,  but  this  argument  does  not  hold  good  locally,  as 
the  residents  and  natives  here  have  to  pay  a difference,  which,, 
with  their  incomes  fixed  as  a rule  at  so  many  dollars  and  cents, 
amounts  to  a substantial  increase.  Added  to  this,  what  causes 
some  soreness  is  that  whereas  letters  could  hitherto  be  sent  free 
to  Hong-Kong  and  Canton,  where  they  were  distributed  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  owners  and  agents  of  the  steamboat  company,, 
they  have  now  to  be  sent  through  the  post  office.  The 
authorities  are  no  doubt  within  their  rights,  the  more  so  as  the 
object  of  the  new  rule  is  to  add  to  the  income,  but  those  whose 
pockets  are  affected  feel  sorely  dissatisfied.  There  is,  however, 
some  little  inconsistency  in  the  enforcement  of  this  new  rule,  for 
while  foreigners  have  to  send  their  letters  by  the  official  post 
office  on  payment  of  a high  rate  of  postage,  Chinese  are  indis- 
criminately allowed  to  run  their  own  offices  and  put  their  own 
bags  on  board.  Naturally  the  customers  of  these  local  posts 
have  to  pay  some  charge  for  the  carriage  of  their  correspondence, 
but  this  charge  is  comparatively  light  and  insignificant.  Indeed, 
it  is  quite  a sight,  on  the  arrival  of  the  steamers,  to  see  the  bags 
belonging  to  the  various  offices  flung  up  into  the  air  and  seized 
by  their  expectant  owners. 

The  year  1893  will  be  remembered  for  many  years  for  the  Severe  cold, 
exceptional  spell  of  cold  which  visited  this  colony.  The  oldest 
natives  and  residents  remembered  nothing  of  the  kind  and  had 
never  seen  ice  and  sleet  and  snow  in  Macao.  This  severe  weather 
not  only  caused  much  misery  among  the  poor  classes,  but  killed 
the  crops  of  vegetables  and  fruits,  and  so  brought  ruin  upon 
many  who  are  dependent  upon  their  products  for  a living. 

Influenza,  too,  spread  freely  among  the  foreigners  and  natives  influenza, 
in  the  autumn.  And  of  the  poor  Chinese  who  were  ignorant  of 
the  proper  treatment  many  succumbed  to  this  fashionable 
disease. 

The  greater  part  of  the  small  coins  in  circulation  in  this  Subsidiary 
colony  are  such  as  are  made  in  the  mint  in  Canton.  Indeed,  it  is  coins- 
but  seldom  that  any  Hong-Kong  10-cent  pieces  or  20-cent  pieces 
are  come  across.  Hong-Kong  5-cent  pieces  are,  however,  more 
common. 

A source  of  revenue  which  has  come  into  great  prominence  Stamps, 
of  late  is  that  of  stamps.  This  demand  for  stamps  is  most  re- 
munerative for  Macao  ; for  no  sooner  is  an  issue  out  than  it  is 
purchased  by  residents  for  themselves  and  their  friends  abroad. 

In  fact,  I have  myself  endless  applications  from  different  countries 
for  stamps  of  this  colony. 


10 


PORTUGAL. 


Fall  of  silver  During  the  last  12  months  the  dollar  has  fallen  from  2s.  Sd. 
and  its  effects,  or  2s.  9 d.  to  something  like  2s.  2 d.  The  uncertain  and  fluctuating 
exchange  and  the  depreciation  of  silver  exercised  a very  adverse 
influence  upon  trade,  especially  on  imports,  although  the  decline 
has  not  come  quite  in  the  nature  of  a surprise,  and  most  business 
people  have,  to  a certain  extent,  been  able  to  provide  against  it. 
But  while  imports  were  detrimentally  affected,  exports  have 
received  comparatively  little  compensation  as  yet. 

The  introduction  of  a gold  standard  for  India,  however, 
caused  at  first  something  of  a panic  in  Macao  among  the 
Europeans  and  Indians,  and  the  prices  of  many  imports  went  up 
at  once.  The  contrary  result  took  place  in  some  exports.  In  tea, 
for  instance,  prices  went  down  for  a time.  Whether  because  it 
was  to  induce  merchants  to  buy,  or  because  merchants  would  not 
go  in  for  any  purchases,  or  because  the  fall  of  the  exchange 
proved  beneficial,  I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  Any  how, 
the  effect  of  cheap  silver  on  the  exports  of  Macao  is  sure  to  be 
beneficial  and  foreigners  will  share  in  the  profits.  To  the  China- 
man in  the  interior,  whence  ^the  exports  come  for  shipment  to 
Hong-Kong,  a dollar  is  a dollar  still,  whether  its  value  in  the 
London  bullion  market  be  2s.  or  5s.,  as  its  purchasing  power 
remains,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  but  little  affected.  But  in 
Macao,  as  in  the  open  ports  of  China,  the  Chinaman  watches  the 
course  of  the  exchange,  and  is  to  a degree  guided  in  his  opera- 
tions by  it.  Such  being  the  case,  it  will  be  interesting  to  see 
whether  the  artificial  value  of  the  rupee  will  or  will  not  favour 
Macao  teas  in  the  competition  with  the  Indian  teas,  whether  the 
decline  of  this  trade,  once  so  important,  will  be  arrested  or  at 
least  retarded,  and  whether  the  silk  business  will  receive  a 
stimulus  together  with  the  other  articles  of  export  from  this 
colony.  For  the  present  the  outlook  for  tea  at  least  is  very 
gloomy,  and  would  seem  to  require  a more  powerful  impetus  than 
that  likely  to  be  given  to  it  by  the  depreciation  of  silver.  Mean- 
while, the  immediate  results  of  the  fall  have  been  : — 

1.  The  decrease  in  the  imports  from  England  and  [ndia. 

2.  The  rapid  rise  in  the  prices  of  all  imports,  and  even  in  the 
case  of  stores,  &c. 

3.  The  import  of  cheap  and  inferior  goods  from  Germany  and 
elsewhere. 

4.  The  considerable  increase  in  the  import  of  Japanese  goods 
of  all  kinds. 

Bombay  As  regards  imports  from  Bombay,  the  unfavourable  rates  put 

goods.  a stop  at  once  to  the  purchase  of  various  goods  manufactured  in 

India,  which  found  a ready  market  here.  These  consisted  mostly 
Imports  from  of  hosiery,  cotton  goods,  and  fancy  articles.  The  imports  from 
England.  home  were  not  as  yet  as  severely  affected  as  extra  stocks  were 
laid  in  by  the  Chinese  in  anticipation  of  heavier  falls,  and  as  the 
British  Indians  made  their  remittances  to  London  through  their 
agents  in  Bombay.  By  these  indirect  operations  they  were  of 
course  able  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  favourable  exchange  of 
15  rs.  to  a pound.  They  have  thus,  by  dint  of  economy  and 
frugality,  managed  to  effect  pretty  good  profits. 
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Referring  to  the  rise  in  imports  the  effect  has  been  that  living 
has  become  dearer  in  every  respect. 

The  import  of  cheap  articles  in  Macao  is  a matter  of  necessity  Articles  must 
as  the  majority  of  the  people  have  little  to  spend  even  on  clothing,  be  clieaP- 
not  to  speak  of  luxuries  and  fancy  articles.  Hence  the  rapid  rise 
in  Japanese  goods.  Already  various  shops  are  getting  well  Japarese 
stocked  with  them.  And,  as  the  articles  sell  at  low  prices,  they  goods* 
are  often  chosen  in  preference  to  European  goods.  The  articles 
from  Japan  at  present  consist  of  curios,  cotton  cloths,  blankets, 
flannels,  hosiery,  soaps,  lamps,  tea  kettles,  matches,  hats,  umbrellas 
gladstone  bags,  silks,  and  such  like.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  cheap- 
ness, I may  say  that  umbrellas  of  European  pattern  cost  30  c. 
to  1 dol.  (11  d.  to  2s.  2d.),  and  cotton  crapes  1 dol.  to  1 dol.  20  c. 
a piece  of  20  yards,  that  is  2s.  2d.  to  2s.  7d.  These  are  of  fine 
texture  and  nice  appearance  so  that  they  are  much  appreciated  by 
Chinese  and  Europeans,  and  worn  as  dresses  and  shirts.  Indeed, 
the  competition  of  Japanese  goods  is  sure  to  become  keener  in 
course  of  time,  as,  besides  the  depreciation  of  silver,  there  are 
other  advantages  which  work  in  their  favour.  These  may  be 
summarised  as  follows : — 

1.  The  proximity  of  Japan  to  China. 

2.  The  consequent  low  rates  of  freight  and  other  incidental 
expenses. 

3.  The  cheaper  labour  procurable  in  Japan  than  in  Europe. 

4.  The  smaller  profits  with  which  the  Japanese  manufacturers 
content  themselves  than  their  competitors  in  foreign  countries. 

The  greater,  therefore,  the  fall  in  silver,  the  larger  will  be  the 
demand  for  Japanese  goods  of  all  kinds. 


Timor. 

Imports  and  Expends. 

The  imports  were  last  year  123,130 1.  against  115,260/.,  but 
the  exports  wrere  below  1892  by  a good  deal,  probably  on  account 
of  bad  crops.  Nothing,  however,  can  better  testify  to  the  valu- 
able richness  of  this  sister  colony  than  the  gradual  strides  its 
imports  and  exports  are  making  ; much  though  the  island  lan- 
guishes under  distinct  drawbacks  from  want  of  enterprise,  want 
of  development  and  lack  of  funds,  and  direct  communication  and 
sanitation.  The  gold  supplies  are  still  obtained  from  simple  Gold, 
washings.  The  petroleum  wells  remain  un worked,  and  the  soil  is  Petroleum, 
in  need  of  hard-working  labourers  to  turn  its  richness  to  good 
account.  The  natives  are  too  indolent  to  do  much  in  the  way  of 
cultivation.  And,  as  far  as  petroleum  goes,  they  fight  shy  of  the 
burning  streams.  Indeed,  they  look  with  awe  and  reverence 
upon  the  flames  as  they  hold  them  to  be  of  divine  origin.  So 
tenaciously  do  they  hold  to  this  superstition  that  when  the 
Governor,  some  time  ago,  asked  several  of  the  natives  to  point 
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out  the  wells  to  him  and  his  party,  they. flatly  refused,  and  only 
did  so  when  persuaded  by  the  bishop  and  priests,  who,  as  usual 
exercise  a vast  influence  over  the  benighted  indigenes.  In  order, 
in  fact,  to  dispel  their  fears  they  went  so  far  as  to  extinguish 
some  of  the  flames  in  their  presence.  These  streams  of  petroleum 
ignited,  presumably,  by  some  accident,  and  now  burn  without 
intermission. 

Nor  have  any  steps  been  taken  to  develop  any  of  the  other 
resources  of  the  island  much  though  the  concessionaires  have 
strained  every  nerve  to  obtain  the  necessary  capital.  But  the 
state  of  local  finances  is  so  critical,  after  the  great  boom  in  Hong- 
Kong,  and  the  very  status  of  silver  so  precarious  that  their 
endeavours  to  raise  money  both  in  Hong-Kong  and  in  England 
have  so  far  proved  futile.  The  conditions  under  which  the  money 
is  to  be  raised  is,  I fancy,  a difficulty  in  the  way,  for,  as  according 
to  the  policy  of  the  Portuguese  Government,  no  foreigner  can, 
as  a rule,  hold  an}"  concession,  the  present  privileged  few  are  to 
exercise  full  control,  and  monopolise  the  entire  management.  In 
the  same  way  no  foreign  medical  man  is  allowed  to  practice  in 
Timor  as  in  any  other  Portuguese  colony,  unless  provided  with  a 
diploma  from  Lisbon.  These  considerations  have,  therefore, 
prompted  me  to  dissuade  several  British  engineers,  farmers,  .and 
doctors,  who  applied  to  me  for  information,  from  settling  in  the 
island  unless  they  could  secure  a recognition  of  their  rights  and 
the  necessary  permission  to  exercise  their  professions. 

At  the  time  when  the  reduction  in  the  exchange  was  effected 
in  Macao  the  florin,  which  constitutes  the  currency  in  Timor, 
was  fixed  at  360  reis.  Many  residents  and  others  both  in  Macao 
and  Timor  have,  in  fact,  benefited  their  purposes  by  the  exchange. 
When  silver  began  to  get  depreciated  and  remittances  home 
became  costly  and  ruinous,  pounds  sterling  were  purchased  from 
the  Arabs  and  tradespeople  at  6 dol.  each.  This  operation  was 
highly  satisfactory,  as  no  fewer  than  8 dol.  and  more  had  to  be 
paid  in  Hong-Kong  and  Macao  for  11.  The  demand,  however, 
put  up  the  rate  in  time,  but  never  on  a level  with  the  exchange 
here.  It  would  appear  that  in  the  case,  for  instance,  of  a trans  - 
action from  this  colony  dollars  are  converted  into  florins  in  Timor. 
Then  with  the  florins  gold  is  bought,  and  these  florins  are  next 
taken  to  the  Dutch  colonies  and  turned  into  gold  again  at  a 
profit.  Hence  it  occurs  that  the  operation  turns  out  to  be 
remunerative  for  all  parties  interested  in  it. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  cholera  morbus  broke  out, 
which,  after  playing  havoc  among  the  natives,  attacked  several 
of  the  foreign  residents.  The  outbreak  is,  it  is  said,  due  to  the 
insufficient  inhumation  of  the  bodies  of  the  men  who  fell  in  the 
last  guerilla  with  the  Government  troops.  This  small  war  was 
rendered  necessary  by  the  insubordination  of  one  of  the  petty 
potentates  who  exercise  their  rule  under  Portuguese  control. 
The  naval  and  land  forces  succeeded  at  length  in  reducing  the 
refractory  State  to  order,  and  in  capturing  the  petty  king  and  his 
consort.  This  audacious  sovereign  is  now  condemned  to  expiate 
his  sins  in  bondage  for  life. 
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Shipping . 

The  vessels  that  visit  Dili  are  still  restricted  to  those  which 
call  from  Macassar  and  other  Dutch  colonies  on  their  way  to  the 
settlements  in  Dutch  Timor.  Besides  these,  a British  vessel  still 
touches  once  a month  on  her  way  to  Australia,  under  arrangement 
with  the  Macao  authorities,  for  the  carriage  of  Government 
passengers  and  supplies. 

The  trade,  both  import  and  export,  is  consequently  monopolised 
by  the  Dutch  vessels,  which  carry  most  of  the  coffee  and  natural 
products  to  Batavia,  whence  they  are  shipped  to  Europe  as  of 
Dutch  extraction  to  the  detriment  of  the  Portuguese  portion  of 
Timor,  which  does  not  even  get  the  credit  of  growing  a blade  of 
grass,  much  less  first-rate  coffee. 


LONDON : 

Printed  for  Her  Majesty’s  Stationery  Office, 
By  HARRISON  AND  SONS, 
Printers  in  Ordinary  to  Her  Majesty. 
(1250  8 | 04— II  & S 1840) 


FOREIGN  OFFICE. 

1894. 

ANNUAL  SERIES 


N°-  1458. 

DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS  ON  TRADE 

AND  FINANCE. 


WESTERN  PACIFIC. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1893 

ON  THE 

TRADE  OE  SAMOA. 


REFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  1262. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty , 
AUGUST , 1894. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  HER  MAJESTY’S  STATIONERY  OFFICE. 
BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN’S  LANE, 

PRINTERS  IN  ORDINARY  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 


And  to  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 
EYRE  & SPOTT1SWOODE,  East  Harding  Street,  Fleet  Street,  E.C.,  and 
32.  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.;  or 
JOHN  MENZ1ES  & Co.,  12,  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh,  and 
90,  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow  -,  or 
HODGES,  FIGGIS,  & Co.,  Limited.  104,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 


[C.  7293—128.] 


1894. 

Price  One  Penny. 


New  Series  of  Reports 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 


No. 

Price.  | 

No. 

Price. 

1340.  Baltimore 

# , 

..  lid. 

1399.  Dunkirk  .. 

, # 

, , 

Id. 

1341.  Havre.. 

9 , 

..  2|d. 

1400.  Amoy  . . 

, . 

l|d. 

1342.  Vera  Cruz 

9 , 

..  Id, 

1401.  Tainan 

, 9 

Id. 

1343.  Saigon. . 

1402.  I chang 

, , 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm 

..  2d. 

1403.  Aleppo  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz.. 

, , 

..  lid. 

1404.  Madrid 

, , 

Id. 

1346.  Trebizond 

, , 

..  Id. 

1405.  Newchwang  . . 

, . 

Id. 

1347.  Algiers 

..  3d. 

1406.  Wenchow 

t # 

id. 

1348.  Amapala  .. 

# . 

..  id. 

1407.  Pakhoi 

lid. 

1349.  Cherbourg 

# , 

..  Id. 

1408.  Hankow 

, , 

, # 

Id. 

1350.  Jerusalem 

..  Id. 

1409.  Amsterdam  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1351.  Santiago 

..  Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen  .. 

, , 

id. 

1352.  San  Jose 

..  Id. 

1411.  Damascus 

# 9 

# # 

Id. 

1353.  Trieste 

, , 

..  3id. 

1412.  Chefoo. . .. 

3d. 

1354.  Madrid 

..  2d. 

1413.  Swatow 

• « 

Id. 

1355.  Teneriffe 

..  id. 

1414.  Mannheim 

« • 

lid. 

1356.  Havana 

..  2d. 

1415.  Fiume.. 

2d. 

1357.  Paraguay  .. 

..  5d. 

1416.  Athens 

6d. 

1358.  Guayaquil 

..  4id. 

1417.  Soul  .. 

lid. 

1359.  Cadiz  .. 

1418.  Beyrout  .. 

. . 

, . 

Id. 

1360.  Marseilles 

t , 

..  lid. 

1419.  Berlin.. 

lid. 

1361.  Brest  .. 

1420.  Nice  ..  .. 

3d. 

1362.  Syra  .. 

1421.  Yokohama  .. 

# , 

, 9 

lid. 

1363.  Suakin..  .. 

1422.  Maracaibo 

, # 

• • 

Id. 

1364.  Callao 

..  Id. 

1423.  Tunis  .. 

# # 

lid. 

1365.  Piraeus 

# , 

..  2d. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

# # 

Id. 

1366.  Stettin.. 

1425.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

# t 

7d. 

1367.  New  Orleans  ..  * 

, . 

..  2id. 

1426.  Erzeroum 

9 9 

Id. 

1368.  Angora  . , 

, , 

..  Id. 

1 427.  Christiania  . . 

• • 

9 9 

5id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

..  2d. 

1428.  Charleston 

• • 

# # 

5id. 

1370.  Genoa  . . 

..  3Jd. 

1429.  Meshed 

• • 

9 9 

Id. 

1371.  Batoum 

..  2d. 

1430.  Copenhagen  .. 

• • 

9 9 

id. 

1372.  Rouen.. 

. . 

..  2id. 

1431.  Galveston  .. 

• • 

, # 

2id. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

, , 

..  id. 

j 1432.  Hamburg  .. 

• • 

# , 

2id. 

1374.  Nantes 

, . 

..  lid. 

1433.  Brindisi 

9 9 

2id. 

1375.  Taganrog 

. . 

..  2id. 

1434.  Gothenburg  .. 

# , 

2d. 

1376.  Ispahan 

..  4 id. 

1435.  Kiungchow  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1377.  Leghorn 

..  2d. 

1436.  St.  Petersburg 

# . 

. , 

id. 

1378.  Cagliari 

. . 

..  Id. 

1437.  Malaga 

• • 

. , 

Id. 

1379.  Boston 

. . 

..  Id. 

1438.  Chicago 

, , 

, , 

2id. 

1380.  Palermo  .. 

, . 

..  3d. 

1439.  Odessa 

# 9 

9 9 

2d. 

1381.  New  York  . . 

, . 

..  2d. 

1440.  Tabreez 

0 # 

• t 

id. 

1382.  Zanzibar  . . 

..  2d. 

| 1441.  Tahiti . . , . 

id. 

1383.  Naples  .. 

..  lid. 

! 1442.  Shanghai  .. 

9 # 

9 9 

2d. 

1384.  Constantinople 

. , 

..  2d. 

1443.  Nagasaki  .. 

, # 

, # 

Id. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres.. 

..  5|d. 

! 1444.  Madrid  .. 

# , 

« • 

2id. 

1386.  Caracas 

..  lid. 

1445.  Malaga 

# , 

t # 

2id. 

1387.  Vienna 

..  lid. 

1446.  Rotterdam 

, # 

# 9 

Id. 

1388.  Madeira 

..  id. 

1447.  Port  Said 

t i 

9 

Id. 

1389.  Panama 

, . 

..  lid. 

! 1448.  Sofia  . . 

2id. 

1390.  New  Orleans  .. 

, , 

..  2|d. 

1449.  Warsaw 

# 9 

9 9 

lid. 

1391.  Manila.. 

1 1450.  Africa  (Congo) 

• • 

2d. 

1392.  Foochow  . . 

..  Id. 

1451.  Jeddah 

• • 

lid. 

1393.  Ningpo 

, # 

..  Id. 

1452.  San  Francisco 

• • 

# # 

5 id. 

1394.  Chinkiang 

..  Id. 

1453.  Oporto 

9 , 

9 9 

2d. 

1395.  Tamsui 

# . 

..  Id. 

1454.  Barcelona 

*■  « 

• • 

2d. 

1396.  Chungking 

# , 

..  lid. 

1455.  New  Caledonia 

• • 

id. 

1 397.  Philadelphia  . . 

• • 

..  3id. 

, 1456.  Smyrna 

# # 

Id. 

1398.  Bilbao.. 

..  2id. 

1457.  Macao.. 

Id. 

No.  1458. 


Reference  to  previous  Report , Annual  Series  No.  1262, 


WESTERN  PACIFIC. 

SAMOA. 


Consul  Cusack- Smith  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

My  Lord,  Samoa,  May  22,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward,  my  Annual  Report  upon  the 
Trade  of  Samoa.  The  war  here  has  somewhat  delayed  its 
preparation. 

I have,  & c. 

(Signed)  T.  B.  CUSACK-SMITH. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Samoa  for  the  Year  1893. 


Abstract  of  Contents. 

Page 

Shipping  and  navigation  . . . . . . . . 2 
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Notes  on  German  trade. . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  5 

General  remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 


General  Review. 

The  imports  show  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  Review  of 
9327.  trade. 

The  exports  on  the  contrary  have  decreased  by  over  2,000/. 

It  must  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  during  almost  the 
whole  year  the  natives  were  either  preparing  for  war  or  were 
actively  engaged  in  hostilities,  and  that,  in  consequence,  com- 
mercial progress  was  impossible. 

Trade  was  also  seriously  affected  by  the  critical  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  Samoan  Government,  for  although  a large  part  of 
the  year’s  taxes  were  collected  in  the  latter  end  of  1893,  the 
money  so  obtained  had  to  be  expended  in  defraying  the  pressing 
liabilities  of  the  Samoan  Government, 
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Decrease  in 
arrivals  and 
tonnage. 


American 

tonnage. 

British 

tonnage. 


German 

tonnage. 


British 
shipping  si 
1889. 


The  Government  was  consequently  obliged  to  dismiss  nearly 
all  its  officials,  and  had  no  funds  available  for  opening  up  the 
Islands  to  trade  by  means  of  roads  and  other  sorely  needed  public 
works. 


Shipping  and  Navigation. 

The  number  of  vessels  of  all  nations  which  arrived  at  Apia, 
exclusive  of  men-of-war,  in  the  year  1893,  was  81,  with  a total  of 
74,955  tons,  being  a decrease  of  23  vessels  and  10,610  tons  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year. 

American  tonnage  which  is  mainly  dependent  upon  the  two 
ocean  liners  which  call  at  Apia,  remains  almost  the  same  as  in 
1892. 

British  tonnage  is  2,000  tons  less  than  last  year.  The  total 
is  mainly  due  to  the  Union  Steamship  Company  of  New  Zealand’s 
steamer  “Upolu,”  which  practically  carries  nearly  all  the  import 
trade  of  Samoa.  The  “ Upolu  ” will  be  replaced  in  1894  by  a 
larger  vessel.  One  of  the  Ocean  liners  also  flies  British  colours 
and  is  finding  increasing  favour  as  a cargo  boat,  owing  to  her 
hydraulic  lifts  for  loading  and  unloading  goods. 

German  tonnage  has  decreased  by  15  vessels  and  8,000  tons. 
During  the  year  the  Norddeutscher-Lloyd  steamer  “Lubeck” 
was  transferred  to  New  Guinea,  and  there  is  now  no  German 
steam  communication  with  Samoa.  Of  late  the  “ Lubeck  ’’  had 
been  losing  money  heavily  on  every  trip. 

Return  of  all  Shipping  Entered  at  the  Port  of  Apia  during  the 

Year  1893. 


Entered. 


1 

Sailing, 

Steam. 

Total, 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels,  i 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of  ; 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

A merican 

4 

705 

17 

32,963 

21 

33,668 

British  

5 

750 

21 

26,175 

26 

26,925 

German  

21 

2,735 

4 

6,687 

25 

9,432 

Danish 

1 

348  | 

1 

348 

Norwegian  and 

Swedish  ... 

7 

218 

7 

218 

Other  nations 

1 

374 

1 

374 

Total  

39 

9,130 

42 

65,825 

81 

74,955 

The  following  figures  compare  the  British  shipping  entering 
the  port  of  Apia  during  the  past  four  years : — 


Year. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1890  

10 

633 

23 

9,833 

33 

10,496 

1891 

14 

1,602 

27 

18,422 

41 

20,024 

1892  

5 

599 

25 

28,337 

30 

28,936 

1893  

5 

750 

21 

26,175 

26 

26,925 

SAMOA. 


From  the  following  table  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  seaborne  Sea-borne 
trade  of  Germany  has  decreased  by  no  less  than  12,888/.,  while  trade 

on  the  other  hand  British  seaborne  trade  shows  a total  increase  compared. 

£ i a on  \ 7 German 

01  14,oU46.  . decrease. 

America  secured  5,147/.  more  seaborne  trade  than  in  the  British 
previous  year.  increase. 


Comparative  Table  showing  the  Total  Trade  Carried  in  Vessels  of 
Various  Nationalities  during  the  Years  1892-93. 


Nationality. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

British  . . 

21,175 

36,669 

700 

710 

German. . 

32,513* 

15,410* 

7,468* 

11,683*  ' 

American 

8,821* 

14,627* 

684 

25 

Danish 

4,098 

, # 

6,727* 

5 587* 

Norwegian 

10 

1,542 

18,938* 

16,319* 

* Includes  copra  imported  from  islands  other  than  Samoa  for  re-exportation. 


Trade  and  Commerce. 


At  the  close  of  1893  an  important  British  firm  established  an  British 


agency  for  the  purchase  of  copra  in  Samoa. 

The  following  table  shows  that  there  was  a decrease  in  the 
volume  of  the  exports  and  an  increase  in  the  imports  : — 


Year. 

Value. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1890  

£ 

20,509 

£ 

43,626 

1891 

34,647 

70,712 

1892  

36,356 

67,318 

1893  

34,326 

1 

68,250 

agency 
established. 
Imports  and 
exports 
compared. 


From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  imports  Preponder- 
more  than  half  came  from  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies : this  ?f,  , 
preponderance  was  tairly  maintained  as  compared  with  the  maintained, 
year  1892. 
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Dutiable 

articles. 


Copra. 

Cotton. 

Coffee. 

British 

exports. 


Comparative  Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Imported  to  and  Exported  from  Samoa  to  and  from  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1891-92. 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1892. 

1893. 

1892. 

1893. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  and 

colonies 

39,259 

38,162 

244 

3,158 

Germany  and  colonies. . 

14,340 

9,689 

14,792 

655 

7,557 

United  States  .. 

12,566 

251 

. . 

Tonga 

886 

298 

782 

645 

Other  South  Sea  islands 

115 

1,047 

728 

525 

Denmark 

228 

587 

. . 

. . 

Portugal  (for  orders)  . . 
Ships’  stores 

. . 

27,939* 

18,733* 

*15 

. . 

1,592 

Copra  in  transit 

2,798 

2,212 

2,698 

2,211 

Total,  including 
fractions  omitted 

'34,326 

above  . . 

67,318 

68,250 

36,356 

* The  greater  part  of  this  should  be  credited  to  Germany. 


Table  showing  Amount  of  Principal  Dutiable  Articles  Imported 
during  the  Years  I891--92. 


Articles. 

Amount 

Imported  in  1892. 

Amount 

Imported  in  1893. 

Beer  and  porter 

j Gallons 

8,197 

12,910 

Spirits 

» » • 

1,824 

3,421 

Wines. . 

1,297 

1,840 

Sparkling  wines 

» * * 

88 

132 

Tobacco 

Lbs. 

1,902 

20,674 

Cigars 

,, 

566 

931 

Gunpowder 

„ 

2,936 

4,230 

Sporting  arms 

Number  ,. 

79 

167 

The  declared  value  of  copra  exported  in  1893  amounted  to 
27,987/.  as  against  27,281/.  the  previous  year. 

The  declared  value  of  the  cotton  exported  amounted  to  2,188/., 
in  1892  it  amounted  to  1,355/. 

The  declared  value  of  the  coffee  exported  was  425/.,  as  com- 
pared with  378/.  in  1892. 

It  is  stated  that  the  large  German  firm  here  has  permanently 
closed  its  cotton  ginning  establishment,  and  abandoned  the 
cultivation  of  coffee. 

There  is  a considerable  increase  in  the  British  exports,  the 
total  of  3,158/.  comparing  with  244/.  in  1892,  781/.  in  1891,  and 
1,165/.  in  1890. 

Of  this  total  Great  Britain  (Liverpool)  took  2,748/.;  New 
Zealand,  372/. ; and  Australia,  40/. 


SAMOA. 


The  direct  imports  from  Great  Britain  increased  from  46/.  in  British 
the  year  1892  to  480/.  in  the  past  year.  New  Zealand  sent  goods  imports, 
to  the  value  of  23,^84/.,  an  increase  of  4,900/.  over  the  previous 
year.  Australia  sent  14,098/.,  a decrease  of  6,430/.  compared 
with  1892. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that,  despite  the  power  given  by 
the  Treaty  of  Berlin  to  check  the  importation  of  arms,  so  large 
an  increase  in  the  importation  of  sporting  arms  should  have 
occurred. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  so  small  a foreign  population, 
few  of  whom  indulge  in  shooting  as  a sport,  could  require  in 
2 years  246  sporting  arms,  most  of  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  are 
rifles,  which  eventually  find  their  way  into  the  hands  of  natives. 

The  large  increase  also  in  the  import  of  gunpowder  can 
scarcely  be  accounted  for  by  the  wants  of  the  foreign  population. 

The  building  trade  has  been  fairly  busy  during  1893,  and  Building 
many  houses  of  a greatly  improved  type  have  been  erected. 

The  town  of  Apia  has  been  considerably  extended,  several  ^Tew  roads 
new  roads  having  been  completed,  and  a large  amount  of  clearing  an(i  clearin§8- 
done. 

A new  wooden  bridge  for  vehicular  traffic  was  erected  over  Bridge 
the  Mulivai  River,  in  Apia,  by  an  English  contractor.  erected. 

A large  number  of  fine  boats,  pulling  from  8 to  26  oars,  and  Boat  building, 
carrying,  some  of  them,  nearly  100  men,  were  built  by  local  boat- 
builders,  most  of  whom  are  half-castes. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  lumber  used  in  Samoa  is  at  present 
imported  from  America. 

A large  part  of  this  trade  might  probably  be  secured  by  New 
Zealand,  Australia,  or  Canada,  by  arranging  that  specimens  of 
colonial  lumber,  colonial-made  doors,  window-frames,  ornamental 
woodwork,  and  other  building  materials  suitable  for  this  climate 
might  be  on  view  in  Samoa. 

Several  wooden  or  iron  bridges  will  probably  be  erected  during 
1894  or  1895. 


Note  upon  the  Relative  Positions  of  Great  Britain  and  Germany 
in  Samoa  as  regards  Trade,  &c. 


Trade , Shipping,  and  Navigation . 

The  table  on  page  2 shows  that  25  German  vessels  entered  German 
the  port  of  Apia,  with  a total  tonnage  of  9,432  tons,  as  compared  entries  in  1893 
with  26  British  entries,  giving  a tonnage  of  26,925  tons.  decreased. 
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Copra  trade. 


Coffee. 


Cotton. 


Sea-borne 

trade : 

German 

decrease 

British 

increase. 

German 

tonnage 

decreased. 


British  pre- 
ponderance 
in  sea-borne 
trade. 
Preponder- 
ance of 
imports  come 
from  Great 
Britain  and 
her  colonies. 
Exports  to 
Germany 
preponderate. 

Table  of  taxes 
paid  in  1893. 


Since  the  withdrawal  of  Messrs.  McArthur  and  Co.  from 
business  in  Samoa,  the  British  traders  have  been  obliged  to  sell 
their  copra  to  the  two  German  firms  who  alone  ship  copra  for 
exportation. 

Now  a British  firm  is  once  more  purchasing  copra  for  ship- 
ment, and  Messrs.  Henderson  Macfarlane’s  steamers  will  in  future 
call  twice  a year  at  Samoa  for  this  purpose. 

In  addition  to  this  an  important  Australian  firm  are  steadily 
purchasing  copra  through  an  American  commission  agent  here. 

But  there  is  no  question  that  in  the  export  of  copra  the 
Deutsche  Handels  firm,  owing  to  its  large  plantations,  will  con- 
tinue to  be  by  far  the  largest  exporter. 

The  export  of  coffee,  of  which  the  German  firm  (Deutsche 
Handels)  had  the  monopoly,  has  been  abandoned,  and  the  coffee 
plantation  destroyed. 

The  Deutsche  Handels  firm  having  closed  its  large  cotton 
ginning  house,  it  is  probable  that  but  little  cotton  will  for  the 
present  be  exported  by  German  firms. 

In  1893  the  sea-borne  trade  of  Germany  decreased  by  12,888/., 
while  that  of  Great  Britain  increased  by  14,804/. 

The  entries  of  ships  flying  German  colours  in  1893  show  a 
decrease  of  15  vessels  and  8,000  tons,  due  to  the  transfer  of  the 
Norddeutscher-Lloyd’s  steamer  “ Lubeck”  to  the  New  Guinea 
line.  The  “ Lubeck  55  for  the  last  4 years  was  said  to  be  losing 
money  on  every  trip. 

Both  in  tonnage  and  number  of  ships  Great  Britain  headed 

Germany  in  1893. 

In  seaborne  trade,  including  imports  and  exports,  during  1893, 
Great  Britain  surpassed  Germany  by  no  less  than  10,286/. 

In  1893,  of  the  total  trade,  export  and  import,  of  Samoa, 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  claimed  41,320/.,  as  against 
Germany’s  22,349 /. 

Of  the  exports  Germany  took  7,557/.,  while  Great  Britain 
and  colonies  took  3,158/. 

Taxes  Paid  in  1893. 

The  following  table,  prepared  by  the  customs  officials  here, 
at  the  request  of  the  German  consul,  is  full  of  interest : — 


Taxes  Paid  in  1893. 


SAMOA 


/ 


1 

Totals. 

£ j. 

537  4 

171  16 
28  4 

4,266  12 

419  0 

312  0 

108  12 
151  16 

E. 

Licenses 

for 

Professions 

and 

Trades. 

. (M  CO  (M  O CM  OO  OO  OO 

•»  rH  rH  r— I 

_ , 05  CD  H CM  (NOMN 

Stf  <M  CM  CD  CO  CO  N 

rH  i— < 

Q 

• 00 

*°  ....  . . . H 

crt  ....  'o 

C.  6. 

Traders’ 

Stores. 

. (N  00  00  Hi  CO  tO  H*  CM 

i-H  rH  i— 1 rH 

O HI  H«  CO  CM  to  lO  — I 

<3^  CO  rj(  H rH  W H <M  04 

C.  5. 

Dwelling 
Houses,  and 
Houses  and 
Land  used 
for 

Commercial 

Purposes. 

. CO  00  CM  O CO  O 00  O 

**  iH  rH  rH 

„ „ CO  HI  lO  wo  O H to  CO 

^ COCO  CM  to  Cl  ^ lO 

rH 

C.  4. 

Firearms. 

J*  to  00  CM  HI  HI  oo  00 

rH  i-h 

*+i  H N O rH  HNO 

C.  3. 
Boats. 

. Hi  H<  OO  C7  00  (M  r-i  O 

*°  iH  rH  rH 

CJ  OlOlrjl  IO  OlOrlHi 

^ rH  (M  rH  rH 

C.  2. 

Coloured 

Plantation 

Labourers. 

H<  CM  00  CM 

*»  * rH  rH 

„ . CO  : rH  I ! O rH  ! 

CO 

HI 

C.  1. 

Native 

Capitation 

Tax. 

£ *. 

4,189  12 

11  4 
0 8 

MEJJT. 

.. 

including 

Apia. 

S3  _ S o 

* ■%  -c  n a 

S *43  a>  o c3 

O CQ  <1  O 
>» 
n 


3'3‘C  h 
_ n ‘a  <u  ® 

O >h  .«  a ^3 

Ph  <u  h 9 +j 

^ osq^o 

PQ 
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Outside 
municipality  : 
British  pre- 
ponderance 
under  all 
heads. 


Except 

labourers’ 

tax. 


Germans 
importing 
labourers 
under  British 
license. 


Boats  and 
firearms. 


German  pre- 
ponderance for 
houses,  &c. 


Traders' 
stores : 
German  pre- 
ponderance. 
Licenses : 
British  pre- 
ponderance. 
German  pre- 
ponderance 
as  regards 
taxes  and 
licenses  not 
double. 

Taxes  for  all 
Samoa, 
including 
Municipality. 


Of  the  foreigners  residing  outside  the  municipality,  British 
subjects  pay  considerably  more  for  boats,  firearms,  dwelling- 
houses,  houses  and  lands  used  for  commercial  purposes,  traders’ 
stores,  and  licenses  for  trades  and  professions  than  do  the 
Germans,  the  actual  figures  being  : British,  171/.;  and  Germans, 
104/. 

In  one  item  the  Germans  have  no  competition,  viz.,  the 
capitation  tax  on  coloured  plantation  labourers.  Without  this 
tax  their  total  would  fall  short  of  the  British  total.  It  must  also 
be  remembered  that  the  importation  of  coloured  labour  by  British 
subjects  in  Samoa  has  been,  if  not  actually  forbidden,  certainly 
not  encouraged.  It  was  not  until  January,  1894,  that  British 
subjects  were  permitted  to  recruit  labour  from  the  Gilbert  Group 
upon  the  same  conditions  as  the  German  firm. 

The  Deutsche  Handels  firm  has  obtained  license  from  me  to 
import  120  Gilbert  Islanders  this  year.  They  would  otherwise 
find  it  very  difficult  to  import  suitable  labourers. 


Municipality  of  Apia . 


Turning  to  the  municipality  of  Apia,  the  Germans  pay  twice 
as  much  for  boats  as  the  British,  who,  in  their  turn,  pay  twice  as 
much  for  firearms  as  the  Germans. 

For  dwelling-houses,  and  houses  and  land  used  for  com- 
mercial purposes,  the  Germans  have  a large  preponderance,  but 
it  has  to  be  remembered  that  the  head-quarters  of  the  Deutsche 
Handels  firms  is  a series  of  great  barns  or  barracks,  far  too  large 
for  the  present  trade  of  the  firm,  and  covering  a very  large  area 
of  ground  which  is  of  no  possible  use  except  to  graze  cattle  on ; 
but  as  tramways  cross  it  from  one  shed  to  another  it  is  all  taxed. 
The  amount  paid  by  the  Deutsche  Handels  firm  under  this  heading 
will  probably  be  greatly  reduced  next  year,  as  they  have  closed 
their  large  cotton  ginning  establishment. 

The  Germans,  it  will  be  seen,  pay  considerably  more  for 
traders’  stores  than  the  British  in  the  municipality. 

The  British  are  slightly  ahead  in  the  matter  of  licenses  for 
professions  and  trades. 

Taken  at  its  greatest  under  this  table,  the  German  pre- 
ponderance i3  not  double  the  sum  which  the  British  pay  as  taxes 
upon  their  property  and  professions  and  trades  in  the  whole  of 
Samoa. 

It  is  worth  while  noticing  that  if  the  totals  paid  in  the 
municipality  of  Apia  be  added  to  those  paid  to  the  Samoan  Govern- 
ment, the  British  have  the  preponderance  in  boats,  firearms,  and 
licenses,  while  the  Germans  have  only  a slight  preponderance  in 
traders’  stores,  and  in  dwelling-houses  and  land  and  houses  used 
commercially. 


SAMOA. 


9 


General  Remarks. 

Of  the  total  produce  imported  into  Samoa  more  than  half  Country  of 
comes  from  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  The  exact  figures  are 
shown  in  the  trade  report. 

The  Germans  in  Samoa  in  the  year  1893  imported  goods  to  Nationality  of 
the  value  of  33,415/.,  as  compared  with  12,021/.  imported  by  the  imPorters* 
British. 

Of  import  duties  the  Germans  paid,  in  1893,  2,37 2/.,  as  com-  Import  duties 
pared  with  473/.  paid  by  the  British.  in  18^3: 

The  whole  of  the  export  duties  on  copra,  cotton,  and  coffee,  po^rance. 
amounting  to  668/.,  were  paid  in  1893  by  Germans.  Whole  export 

duties 

German. 
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The  trade  for  the  past  year  compares  with  that  of  1892  as 
follows  : — 


Imports..  ..  .♦ 

Exports  . . . . . . . . 

Total  , . . . . . 

Value. 

1893. 

1892. 

Difference. 

£ 

6,411,528 

3,316,861 

£ 

5,414,158 

3,223,831 

£ 

+ 997,370 
+ 93,030 

9,728,389 

8, <37, 989 

+ 1,090,400 

The  following  return  in  Mexican  dollars  taken  from  the 
Imperial  customs  returns,  shows  that  the  above  gives  an  extremely 
erroneous  idea  of  the  trade  of  this  district : — 

Imports  . . 

Exports  . . . . » . 

Total 

| 

Value. 

1893. 

1892. 

Difference. 

| Dollars. 

| 47,755,021 
j 25,887,699 

| Dollars. 

36,220,175 
; 22,345,665 

Dollars. 

+ 11,534,846 
+ 3,542,034 

| 73,642,720 

58,565,840 

+ 16,076,880 

With  regard  to  the  very  great  difference  between  the  increase 
in  the  trade  of  1893  over  that  of  1892,  as  shown  in  the  sterling 
returns  which  accompany  this  report  and  are  summarised  above, 
and  the  returns  made  out  in  Mexican  dollars,  the  cause  is  the 
same  as  that  stated  in  the  report  for  1892. 

It  is  entirely  due  to  the  fact  that,  under  instructions,  the 
sterling  calculations  for  1892  were: — Imports  at  2s.  life?. ; 
exports  at  2s.  10§^/.,  whereas  those  for  1893  are  : imports  at 
2s.  8§d,  and  exports  at  2s.  6f d. 
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The  opinion  repeatedly  expressed  in  former  reports  that  for 
the  purpose  of  a return  of  foreign  trade  Hiogo  and  Osaka  must 
be  considered  one  district,  is  supported  by  the  fact  not  yet  men- 
tioned that  the  Hiogo  and  Osaka  customs  are  under  the  control 
of  one  commissioner  residing  in  the  former  city. 

The  following  return  conveys  a very  clear  idea  of  the  growth 
and  present  volume  of  trade  and  shipping  in  the  Hiogo  and 
Osaka  district  and  that  of  Kanagawa  (Yokohama)  : — 


Imports. 


District. 

Yalue. 

1873. 

1883. 

1893. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 

6,310,212 

8,255,327 

47,755,021 

Yokohama 

19,535,758 

18,844,810 

36,284,426 

Exports. 


District. 

Yalue. 

1873. 

1883. 

1893. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 

3,322,219 

6,464,836 

25,887,709 

Yokohama 

15,095,218 

25,685,064 

54,878,779 

Total  Foreign  Trade. 


District. 

Yalue. 

I 

1873. 

1883. 

1893. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 
Yokohama  . . . . . . 

Dollars. 

9,632,431 

34,630,976 

Dollars. 

14,720,163 

44,529,874 

Dollars. 

73,642,720 

91,163,205 

The  foregoing  discloses  the  following  interesting  facts : — 

1.  In  1883  the  import  trade  of  this  district  was  10,600,000  dol. 
less  than  that  of  Yokohama,  whereas  in  the  year  under  review  it 
was  11,500,000  dol.  in  excess.  In  other  words,  the  import  trade 
here  has  during  the  last  10  years  increased  nearly  sixfold.  That 
in  Yokohama  is  not  quite  double. 

2.  The  export  trade  of  Yokohama  is,  as  stated  on  former 
occasions,  necessarily  largely  in  excess  of  that  of  this  district, 
owing  to  powerful  interests  connected  with  the  trade  in  silk  and 

(1806) 
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silk  manufactures.  However,  notwithstanding  those  disadvantages, 
the  export  trade  here  has  quadrupled  since  1883;  that  of 
Yokohama  is  rather  more  than  double  what  it  was  10  years  ago. 

3.  The  total  volume  of  trade  here  during  1893  has  increased 
fivefold  since  1883 ; that  of  Yokohama  is  rather  more  than 
double. 

4.  The  value  of  silk  and  silk  manufactures  exported  from 
Yokohama  in  1893  was  39,000,000  dol.  in  excess  of  this  district. 
Nevertheless  the  total  foreign  trade  of  Iliogo  is  only  17,500,000  dol. 
less  than  that  of  Yokohama. 

The  expansion  of  the  general  foreign  trade  of  this  district  is 
thus  shown  to  be  far  in  excess  of  that  of  Yokohama,  and  there 
are  ample  signs  to  warrant  the  statement  that  the  volume  of 
business  is  hound  to  continue  on  the  increase. 

A comparison  between  the  two  districts  as  regards  the  volume 
of  the  entire  foreign  trade  and  shipping  of  Japan  is  of  much 
interest.  It  is  much  facilitated  by  the  following  return  of  the 
total  foreign  trade,  and  of  the  total  number  and  tonnage  of 
foreign  ships  entering  the  various  ports  of  the  Empire  during  the 
undermentioned  years : — 


Year. 

Total 

Foreign  Trade 
of  Japan. 

Total  Foreign  Shipping  of 
Japan  (Entered). 

1873 

Dollars. 
48,105,012  I 

Numbt t. 
1,004 

Tons. 

1,039,437 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 
Y okohama 

Percentage. 

20 

72 

Percentage. 

27 

34 

Percentage. 

27 

41 

1883 

Dollars. 

63,067,054 

Number. 

940 

Tons. 

975,083 

Hi<  go  and  Osaka 
Yokohama 

Pert  entage. 
22 
70 

Percentage. 

18 

31 

Pei  centage. 

21 

43 

1893 

Dollars. 

177,137,643 

Number. 

2.213 

Tons. 

3,498,359 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 
Yokohama 

Percentage. 

42 

51 

Percentage. 

34 

21 

Perce  utage. 
34 
25 

The  two  foregoing  sets  of  returns  speak  volumes  to  the  steady 
and  remarkable  expansion  of  trade  and  shipping  in  this  district. 

Twenty  years  ago  the  foreign  trade  of  Japan  was  not  quite 
50,000,000  dol.,  of  which  this  district  did  only  one-fifth.  Last 
year  the  local  business  was  nearly  one-half  of  the  entire  trade  of 
this  Empire,  amounting  to  177,000,000  dol, 
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Though  increased  in  volume  and  largely  in  excess  of  1892,  Trade 
the  foreign  trade  of  this  district  has  not  been  remunerative  to  generall 
foreigners.  By  this  I mean  that  there  has  been  in  most  cases 
the  merest  margin  for  profit,  and  that  has  not  infrequently  dis- 
appeared by  reason  of  the  highly  unsatisfactory  state  of  the 
money  market. 

A few,  who  were  in  a position  to  avail  themselves  of  what  the 
result  proved  to  be  the  advantages  attaching  to  forward  settle- 
ments, did  well,  but  the  majority  have  had  to  console  themselves 
with  the  hopes  of  better  days. 

The  condition  of  things  brought  about  by  what  some  term 
the  appreciation  of  gold,  others  the  depreciation  of  silver,  and  the 
incalculable  harm  being  constantly  and  in  a growing  manner 
inflicted  on  English  industries  and  shipping,  is  aptly  described 
in  the  following  extract  from  a circular  letter  issued  by  the 
Shanghai  branch  of  the  China  Association.  This  letter,  be  it 
observed,  also  disposes  of  the  fallacious  notion  that  the  trade  of 
India  is  of  more  importance  to  Great  Britain  than  the  trade  of 
the  far  East;  the  total  India  trade  for  1891  was  110,000,000/., 
that  for  the  far  East  130,000,000/. 

“The  medium  of  exchange  in  these  countries  is  silver 
employed  in  the  shape  of  coin,  as  rupees  and  dollars,  or  as 
bullion  ; its  purchasing  power  in  these  countries  having  through- 
out the  period  of  gold  appreciation  remained  practically  unchanged. 

“ When  by  means  referred  to  silver  w as  maintained  at  a 
reasonable  ratio  with  the  gold  currency  of  the  West  foreign 
commerce  flourished  and  gave  promise  of  enormous  extension. 

When  the  tie  between  the  metals  was  dissolved  that  commerce 
became  disorganised  ; each  year  has  seen  greater  difficulties;  and 
at  the  present  time  the  position  has  become  intolerable. 

“ 1 he  appreciation  of  gold  means  that  every  article  of 
commerce  produced  in  England  must  fall  in  gold  and  rise  in 
silver  price:  it  is  manifest  that  to  this  there  must  be  a limit; 
and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  conclude  that  the  limit  is  now 
reached.  The  manufactures  and  products  of  West  and  East 
continue  in  themselves  practically  unchanged  : the  cause  of  the 
trouble  which  now  threatens  this  commerce  with  virtual  extinction 
is  not  in  the  nature  of  the  commerce  itself,  but  in  the  medium  in 
which  it  is  conducted. 

“ If  the  money  of  the  East  continues  to  be  discredited,  and 
the  ounce  weight  of  silver  which  formerly  was  the  equivalent  of 
one-fourth  of  a pound  sterling  has  now  fallen  to  be  one-eighth  of 
a pound  sterling,  and  may  decline  still  farther,  the  export  trade 
from  gold  to  silver-using  countries  becomes  a practical  im- 
possibility, and  the  hundreds  of  millions  people  who  have  hitherto 
been  consumers  of  English  manufactures  and  products  will  find 
it  distinctly  to  their  interest  and  benefit  to  manufacture  or 
produce  for  themselves  to  enable  them  to  dispense  with  the  use 
of  commodities  they  have  heretofore  found  advantage  in  importing 
from  the  manufacturing  nations  ol  the  West. 

u When  once  Eastern  nations  begin  to  invest  in  manufactures 
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English  industries  will  be  confronted  with  powerful,  and  it  may 
well  be  invincible  competitors.  Not  only  will  the  mills,  work- 
shops, and  mines  of  England  suffer,  but  the  decline  of  exportation 
to  the  East  will  deprive  millions  of  tons  of  shipping  of  occupation, 
and  the  capital  value  represented  by  these  great  interests  must 
inevitably  suffer  enormous  depreciation/’ 

One  phase  of  English  industries  with  regard  to  the  far  East, 
inevitable  but  intensely  interesting,  and  of  the  most  vital 
importance  is,  that  for  some  years  past,  the  importers  of  the 
manufactured  articles  and  those  of  the  manufacturing  machinery 
have  been  competing,  side  by  side,  much  to  the  steadily  increasing 
detriment  of  the  former.  This  reference  is,  of  course,  meant  to 
apply  to  cotton  yarn  and  cotton  spinning  machinery. 

Speaking  generally,  however,  it  is  a healthy  sign  and  a proof 
of  considerable  circumspection  that  in  these  parts  there  have 
been  no  accessions  to  the  “ great  majority”  of  the  commercial 
world. 

Some  reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  advantages 
which  foreign  competitors  enjoy  by  their  use  of  the  decimal  and 
metric  systems,  and  it  was  then  stated  that  the  remarks  applied 
with  much  force  to  the  Japan  trade. 

The  following  extract  from  a leading  London  journal  shows 
that  the  general  question  is  receiving  some  intelligent  attention 

“ Now  that  the  United  States  have  adopted  the  metre  and 
the  kilogram  as  their  standards  of  length  and  weight,  in  con- 
formity with  Continental  practice,  England  can  hardly  afford  to 
stand  out  in  the  cold  much  longer.  The  Americans  have  not 
gone  so  far  as  to  abolish  the  anomalous  yard  and  pound,  but  from 
the  5th  instant  they  are  to  be  considered  as  derivatives  of  the 
decimal  standards.  This  concession  will  give  their  engineers  and 
manufacturers  an  opportunity,  which  ours  have  long  ceased  to 
enjoy,  of  competing  on  equal  terms  for  foreign  work  with  the 
firms  of  all  the  nations  belonging  to  the  metrical  union,  and  marks 
a most  important  step  towards  obtaining  a complete  universality 
of  weights  and  measures.” 

These  are  weighty  words,  deserving  of  most  careful  con- 
sideration. 

Though  the  import  trade  shows  an  increase  in  volume  of 
997,370Z.  (11,534,846  dol.)  according  to  the  currency  of  this 
Empire,  it  has  been  most  seriously  affected  by  the  fluctuations 
in  exchange  and  the  steady  fall  in  silver ; it  stands  to  reason  that 
business  is  more  than  ordinarily  anxious  work,  when  the  importer 
finds  he  has  to  take  up  his  bills  at  a rate  several  penuies  lower 
than  that  ruling  when  the  order  was  sent. 

Wise  heads  may  have  done  much  to  stave  off  disaster,  but 
the  profits,  if  any,  have  been  phenomenally  small. 

In  his  annual  report  on  the  trade  of  Kobe  for  1893,  the 
Chairman  of  the  General  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  Hiogo  and 
Osaka  said  that  all  branches  of  the  import  trade  had  suffered 
more  or  less  from  a falling  exchange,  and  that  the  evil  effects  had 
been  most  severely  felt  in  the  case  of  articles  of  high  cost  and 
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superior  quality.  It,  however,  appeared  to  him  that  there  would 
probably  be  a corresponding  increase  in  the  demand  for  cheaper 
manufactures  and  for  raw  materials,  which  might  compensate 
for  the  decrease  in  other  directions. 

Generally  speaking,  he  said,  the  position  as  regards  stocks 
is  at  present  more  satisfactory  than  it  has  been  for  some  years 
past,  and  that  if  importers  continue  to  act  with  some  amount  of 
caution,  there  is  a prospect  of  a fairly  steady  and  a moderately 
remunerative  business. 

The  increase  in  imports  occurs  principally  in  the  following 
articles : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

Cotton  manufactures — 

Handkerchiefs 

Dozen 

3,881 

Thread 

Lbs 

20,877 

Cotton  piece-goods— 

Chintzes  . . . . . . 

Yards.. 

52,724 

Satins. . 

D • • * * 

1,602,605 

Shirtings 

99  • • • • 

1,979,467 

T-cloths 

J)  • • • • 

826,627 

Victoria  lawns 

99  • • • • 

351,205 

Cotton,  raw 

Lbs 

18,348,784 

Woollen  manufactures — 

Blankets 

9)  • • • • 

217,362 

Cloth 

Yards 

98,781 

Flannel 

99  • • • • 

405,351 

Italian  cloth . . 

99  • • • • 

147,966 

Mousseline  de  laine  . . 

99  • • • • 

85,163 

Wool 

Lbs 

375,651 

Yarn  . . 

» • • * * 

40,349 

Metals — 

Iron,  pig 

Tons  . . 

5,179 

„ plate  . . 

9)  • • • • 

604 

„ rail 

99  • • • • 

9,903 

Zinc  . . 

„ . . 

633 

Kerosene 

Gallons 

12,902,748 

Rice 

Tons  . . 

19,180 

Sugar 

Miscellaneous  . . 

n • • 

4,938 

392,338 

The  decrease  in  imports  occurs  principally  in  the  following 
articles  : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Cotton  manufactures — 

Yarn 

Lbs 

7,455,324 

Cotton  piece-goods — 

Turkey-reds 

Yards 

255,057 

Velvets  .. 

Lbs.  . . ! ! 

209,753 

Cotton  (unginned)  . . . . 

15,318,136 

Metals — 

Iron,  bar. . . . . . . . 

Tons  .. 

1,296 

„ nail  

it  * * • • 

190 

Lead 

99  * * • * 

1,407 

Cotton  yarn 
(English). 
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As  the  inevitable  result  of  the  increase  in  the  cotton  spinning 
industry,  the  importation  of  cotton  yarn  generally,  and  English 
more  particularly,  has  fallen  off;  formerly  there  was  an  all  round 
demand  for  yarn,  now  sales  are  restricted  to  the  highest  counts. 

The  following  return  gives  a succinct  idea  of  the  course  of 
business  during  1893  : — 


Nature  of  Business. 

Counts. 

16-24 

Very  little 

28-32 

Fair  amount 

38-42 

Nothing 

2/32 

Very  little 

2/42 

Considerable 

Gassed  Yarns. 

2/60 

Large 

2/80 

Large 

2/100 

Very  limited 

Success  in  the  manufacture  of  the  finer  counts  of  yarn  depends 
very  much  on  climatic  influences.  India  appears  to  be  adversely 
affected  by  them,  and  such  is  also  said  to  be  the  case  with  Japan. 

This  country  has,  however,  immense  advantages — machinery 
of  the  best  and  latest  kind,  and  a plentiful  supply  of  cheap  labour, 
extremely  cheap  fuel,  no  factory  regulations  such  as  those  meeting 
the  English  manufacturer  on  all  sides  (if  a hand  chooses  and  is 
able  to  work  12  to  14  hours  there  is  nobody  to  say  nay). 

There  is,  moreover,  little  fear  of  serious  strikes,  though  this 
kind  of  forcible  argument  is  becoming  part  of  the  new  state  of 
things,  the  extremely  reprehensible  phase  of  strikes,  interference 
with  those  desirous  of  working,  is  thus  far  unknown  here. 

As  regards  cost  of  production,  the  u Singapore  Free  Press,” 
quoting  from  the  “ Economiste  Franqais,”  says  that  with  exchange 
at  195  rs.  per  100  doh,  the  cost  of  manufacturing  a pound  avoir- 
dupois of  yarn  in  India  is  5 sen  2 rin  1 mo,  or  about  1 while 
the  cost  in  Japan  is  only  3 sen  0 rin  6 mo,  or  about  f d.  If  such 
a great  difference  exists  between  the  cost  in  India,  how  much 
greater  must  it  be  with  regard  to  England,  where  wages  are  so 
much  higher. 

Commenting  on  this,  the  “ Free  Press  ” says  : — “ We  wonder 
if  the  millions  engaged  in  the  Manchester  trade  will  realise  their 
position  while  there  is  still  time.  If  something  is  not  done  at 
once  the  opportunity  will  be  lost.  Let  Japanese  goods  once 
become  established  in  the  various  silver-using  markets,  and  it 
will  take  years  of  keen  competition  to  dislodge  them.  Week  after 
week  we  learn  from  Japanese  papers  that  new  machinery  has 
been  ordered,  and  that,  it  must  be  remembered,  of  the  very  latest 
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design.  When  the  factories  are  all  in  working  order  the  majority 
of  them  will  have  machinery  that  probably  is  unequalled  by  any 
in  the  world.” 

A brisk  demand  sprung  up  with  the  opening  days  of  the  year,  Indian  cotton 
transactions  being  heavy,  with  a good  advance  on  values,  but  Jarn- 
towards  the  end  of  January  the  enhanced  cost  of  importation 
brought  business  more  or  less  to  a standstill  for  some  months, 
during  which  dealers  were  content  to  rest  on  their  laurels, 
gradually  disposing  of  their  holdings  at  large  profits. 

Towards  the  end  of  February  lower  prices  ruling  in  Bombay 
adversely  affected  values  here,  and  a very  slow  market  followed 
up  to  the  end  of  May.  During  the  interval  prices  fell  from 
5 dol.  to  7 dol.  per  bale,  according  to  count  of  spinning. 

During  June  a temporary  reaction  took  place,  but  very  little 
was  done  beyond  clearing  the  market  of  all  “spot”  goods  at 
prices  below  cost  of  importation. 

The  result  of  the  half-year’s  trading  to  importers  was  unsatis- 
factory, but  it  was  extremely  profitable  to  dealers  and  dis- 
tributors. 

On  June  27  the  unprecedented  fall  in  rupee  exchange  was 
brought  about  by  the  action  of  the  Government  of  India  in  closing 
their  mints  to  free  coinage  and  in  endeavouring  to  uphold  the 
sterling  value  of  the  rupee,  the  immediate  effect  being  to  entirely 
disorganise  exchange  and  render  all  attempts  at  business  in  imports 
from  India  futile. 

Among  the  enclosures  in  this  report  will  be  found  a return  Table  VIII. 
showing  the  course  of  exchange  on  India  during  the  past  year; 
its  interesting  featiue  is  the  rise,  temporarily  no  doubt,  in  the 
value  of  the  rupee. 

Throughout  July  the  only  business  done  in  Indian  yarns  was 
in  “spot”  goods,  which  importers  were  willing  to  realise  under 
cost,  and  during  the  month  many  unexecuted  orders  were 
cancelled.  In  August  dealers  appeared  to  grasp  the  situation, 
seeing  clearly  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  an  early  return  to 
the  “ status  quo  ante,”  and  entered  the  market  with  a fair  amount 
of  spirit ; the  result  was  a brisk  demand  up  to  the  end  of 
September. 

The  cost  of  importation  now  advanced,  and  little  or  no 
business  has  been  done  since  then. 

It  is  peculiar  to  note  that  the  bulk  of  the  goods  purchased 
during  August  and  September  were,  on  arrival,  re-shipped  on 
Japanese  account  to  Shanghai,  where  they  realised  better  returns 
than  if  disposed  of  on  the  spot. 

The  result  of  the  second  half-year’s  trading  must  be  con- 
sidered as  equally  unsatisfactory  as  the  first. 

As  in  the  case  of  English  yarn,  so  also  has  the  importation  of 
Bombay  yarn  fallen  oil.  Tins  w ill  be  seen  by  the  following 
return  ; — 
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Cotton. 


Year. 

Amount. 

1877.. 

Bales 

(of  400  lbs.). 
142 

1880.. 

4,527 

1883.. 

17,421 

1889.. 

62,220 

37,722 

1890.. 

1893.. 

14,198 

Owing  to  the  demand  created  by  the  numerous  cotton  spinning 
mills  in  this  country,  the  business  in  this  staple  is  naturally  on 
the  increase.  Ten  years  ago  the  quantity  imported  was  small, 
and  only  amounted  to  2,808,348  lbs.  for  the  whole  of  Japan, 
whereas  the  amount  passed  in  1893  through  the  customs  of  this 
district  alone  was  99,321,835  lbs.,  nearly  19,000,000  lbs.  in  excess 
of  the  previous  year. 

In  unginned  cotton,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a decrease  of 
15,300,000  lbs. 

The  accompanying  return,  comparing  the  total  amount  of  raw 
cotton  with  that  of  cotton  yarn  imported  into  Japan  in  1883  and 
1893,  and  showing  the  percentage  in  various  consular  districts,  is 
of  interest. 

In  the  case  of  both  staples  the  bulk  of  the  business  centres  in 
this  district. 


Table  showing  Quantity  and  Value  of  Raw  Cotton  Imported 
into  Japan  during  the  undermentioned  Years. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1883  

1893  

Lbs. 

2,808,348 

154,442,368 

Dollars. 

247,506 

16,151,570 

Of  the  above  — 

District. 

1883. 

1893. 

To  Hiogo  and  Osaka 
Yokohama  .. 
Nagasaki 

Per  cent. 
16 
57 
27 

Per  cent. 
83 
11 
6 
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Table  showing  Quantity  and  Value  of  Cotton  Yarn  Imported 
into  Japan  during  the  undermentioned  Years. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Lbs. 

Dollars. 

1883  

32,854,166 

6,164,721 

1893  

25,873,536 

7,284,243 

Of  the  above — 


District. 

1883. 

1893. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

To  Hiogo  and  Osaka  . . 

29 

54 

Yokohama  . . 

70 

46 

Nagasaki 

1 

The  following  notes  on  the  leading  industry  of  Japan  show, 
to  some  extent,  what  effect  the  new  departure,  fully  justified  by 
steadily  increasing  requirements,  is  having  on  the  cotton  and 
cotton  yarn  trade,  not  only  with  Japan,  but  with  the  far  East 
generally. 

A leading  Japanese  newspaper  gives  a glowing  account  of  the  Cotton- 
present  prosperous  condition  of  the  cotton  spinning  companies,  spinning 
It  furnishes  the  following  estimates  regarding  a bale  of  No.  20  ind,18try  *n 
yarn  of  left  twist,  selling  in  the  market  at  92  dol. : — apan* 


Prices. 

Dollars. 

Price  of  middling  Bombay  cotton 

54 

Cost  of  spinning  ..  ..  ..  .. 

10 

Allowance  for  waste,  &c.  . . 

8 

Balance —profit 

i 20 

In  support  of  this  statement  it  is  merely  necessary  to  call 
attention  to  the  following  return  of  dividends  paid  by  some  of 
the  companies  in  Osaka : — 


Per  Cent. 

Osaka  Cotton  Spinning 

Company  (over) 

10 

Naniwa  „ 

„ 

12* 

Temnm  „ 

10 

Hirano  „ 

20 

Senshiu  „ 

• • 

20 

Amagasaki  „ 

If 

10* 
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The  following  return,  taken  from  a local  Japanese  newspaper, 
shows  the  profit  accruing  to  cotton  mills  during  the  second  half 
of  the  year  under  review  for  every  spindle  worked  (the  Japanese 
yen  is  the  equivalent  of  1 Mexican  dollar)  : — 


Company. 


Amount. 


Yen 

sen. 

Osaka  Boseki 

3 

38-5 

Naniwa  „ 

2 

26-2 

Hirano  „ 

5 

80  -4 

Seltsu  „ 

5 

35  4 

Temma  „ 

2 

89-7 

Sensiu  „ 

. . 

3 

11  -6 

Kuwabara  Boseki 

1 

10  *9 

Amasaki  „ 

4 

93  1 

Himeji  „ 

3 

50  -3 

Okayama  ,, 

4 

35  -0 

Tamashima 

3 

73-4 

Kanegafuchi  „ 

2 

92-9 

Tokyo  „ 

4 

95  -1 

Owari  ,, 

4 

12  -0 

Miye  „ 

4 

12  2 

Kurume  „ 

4 

03  4 

Miike  „ 

1 

52-8 

Wakayama  „ 

5 

63  -0 

Uwa  „ 

2 

67-7 

These  figures  show  the  prosperity  of  the  cotton  spinning 
industry  in  Japan  an  . call  for  no  comment ; much  confidence  is 
expressed  with  regard  to  still  larger  profits  during  the  ensuing 
6 months,  as  the  demand  is  generally  in  excess  of  the  supply. 

Various  opinions  have  been  ventilated  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
gold  and  silver  question  on  this  new  branch  of  Japanese  industry, 
and  on  this  subject  a leading  journal  in  this  Empire  has  the 
following 

“ The  fears  that  the  fall  of  silver  would  tend  to  raise  quotations 
for  cotton  yarn  and  thus  decrease  the  profits  of  spinning  mills  are 
quite  unfounded,  the  yarn  manufactured  by  the  various  mills  being 
principally  No.  16,  which  is  made  from  Chinese  cotton.  On  the 
contrary,  the  fall  of  silver  has  increased  profits  from  the  fact  that 
native  yarn  has  advanced  in  sympathy  with  the  rise  in  foreign 
yarn  ; while  the  decline  of  silver  has  considerably  obstructed  the 
import  of  yarn.  The  cotton  for  the  manufacture  of  No.  16  yarn 
by  the  Kanegafuchi  Spinning  Mill  is  quoted  at  17’50  yen  to 
18  yen  per  bale.  At  the  former  rate  the  quotation  for  350  catties, 
which  would  be  required  for  the  manufacture  of  one  bale  of  yarn 
would  be  61*35  yen.  If  we  add  9 yen,  the  expenses  of  manufac- 
ture, it  will  bring  the  cost  up  to  70  25  yen,  which  .-hows  a profit 
of  17'75  yen  per  bale,  at  the  present  quotation  of  88  yen  per  bale. 
Even  in  the  spinning  of  No.  32  yarn,  which  requires  American 
cotton  a profit  of  20  40  yen  is  obtained  at  the  current  price  of 
122  yen  per  bale.  As  it  takes  twice  as  long  to  manufacture  No. 
32  as  it  does  to  make  No.  16,  and  there  is  a much  greater  demand 
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for  the  latter,  No.  16  is  the  yarn  principally  made  at  the  mills. 
Other  mills  obtain  like  profits,  all  of  wh'ch  m ly  be  set  down  to 
the  decline  in  silver.” 

The  Japanese  Press  have  again  on  various  occasion*  been 
dra  wing  attention  to  the  obstacles  at  present  existing,  as  is  alleged, 
to  Japanese  spinners  securing  a definite  hold  on  the  Chinese 
markets  for  their  yarns. 

Japanese  yarns  have,  it  is  said,  already  gained  a very  favourable 
reputation  in  China,  where  they  are  spoken  of  as  being  even 
superior  to  those  from  .Bombay,  attributable,  as  mentioned  in  a 
former  report,  to  the  heavy  hydraulic  pressure  to  which  Bombay 
yarn  is  submitted  in  packing  ; this  makes  the  article  hard  and 
increases  the  expense  in  dyeing. 

The  Japanese  are  anxious  to  impress  the  Chinese  with  the 
superiority  of  their  goods,  and  so  pave  the  way  toward  a greater 
development  of  the  trade  in  the  near  future;  it  is  said,  however, 
that  at  present  they  ave  doing  so  at  a loss. 

A short  time  ago  an  order  was  received  from  Shanghai  by  a 
certain  company  to  send  over  a specific  amount  of  yarn  at  the 
rates  of  85  dol.  per  100  packages  of  No.  16,  and  83  dol.  for  No. 
14.  These  prices  are  only  1 dol.  or  2 dol.  above  those  ruling  in 
the  Japanese  market,  and  when  export  duty  at  4 dol.  freight  and 
other  minor  charges  are  added  there  is  a loss. 

At  present,  therefore,  the  export  of  yarn  to  China  is  unprofit- 
able, and  there  is  a clamour  on  the  part  of  manufacturers  for  the 
abolition  of  import  duty  on  raw  cotton  (strongly  objected  to  by 
the  Japanese  producers  of  cotton)  and  of  export  duty  on  yarn. 

The  Government  is  strongly  urged  to  remove  all  duties  in 
connection  with  the  spinning  industry,  and  so  assist  the  nation 
in  the  endeavour  to  secure  the  enormous  markets  of  China. 

A new,  and  not  unimportant,  feature  in  this  part  of  the  trade 
of  Japan,  is  the  combination  entered  into  between  the  Cotton 
Spinners’  Union  and  the  Japanese  Mail  Steamship  Company  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  o i the  cotton  trade  with  Bombay. 

The  rate  of  freight  from  Bombav  to  this  port  has,  up  to  the 
time  when  the  combination  was  started,  been  17  rs.  per  ton. 

Under  the  arrangement  drawn  up  bet^veen  the  parties  referred 
to,  and  which  came  into  force  on  November  1 last,  freight  has 
been  fixed  at  13  rs.,  but  it  is  stipulated  that  if  owing  to  competi- 
tion the  rate  has  to  be  lowered,  the  steamer  company  is  to  be 
indemnified  with  regard  to  any  necessary  reduction  on  a guaranteed 
quantity  of  50,000  bales  per  annum.  The  penalty  attaching  to 
cotton  imported  by  ships  other  than  those  of  the  Japanese 
company  was  fixed  at  1 dol.  50  c.  per  bale,  or  6 dol.  per  ton. 

A war  of  rates  is  now  taking  place,  and  the  penalty  referred 
to  has  been  doubled. 

It  stands  to  reason  that  this  state  of  things  has,  to  some 
extent,  affected  business,  and  it  is  impossible  at  present  to  say 
what  it  will  result  in. 

Judging  by  the  apathy  and  indifference  of  many  the  question 
might  almost  impress  one  as  being  a combination  which  has  no 


14 


JAPAX. 


Table  IX. 


elements  of  permanency;  be  this  as  it  may,  there  is  much  at 
present  not  generally  known,  more  particularly  certain  considera- 
tions which  have  moved  a wealthy  Indian  firm  to  join  the  move- 
ment, and  lend  it  invaluable  aid. 

The  struggle  which  has  commenced  between  the  opposing 
companies  can  hardly  be  a cause  for  congratulation,  for,  in  wars 
between  capitalists,  as  in  contests  between  capital  and  labour, both 
sides  have  invariably  to  pay  very  dearly.  Meanwhile,  it  is  an  ill 
wind  that  blows  nobody  any  good,  and  if  for  a time  merchandise 
is  carried  at  nominal  rates,  there  may  be  those  who  will  reap  an 
advantage. 

The  ostensible  object  of  the  movement  is  a reduction  in 
freights  ; the  moving  spirits  are  consumers  of  raw  cotton,  the 
Japan  Mail  Steamship  Company  and  a small,  if  not  select,  band  of 
patriots. 

Quoting  from  one  of  the  leading  foreign  newspapers  published  in 
China,  it  maybe  said  to  be  in  some  sense  to  be  a leaf  taken  out 
of  the  shipowners’  conference  book,  which  aimed  at  increasing 
freights  all  round. 

It  is  currently  reported  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Cotton 
Spinners’  Union  held  at  Osaka  in  February  last,  it  was  decided  to 
continue  the  contract  with  the  Japan  Mail  Steamship  Company  for 
another  year,  all  cotton  for  Japanese  consignees  imported  from 
Bombay  to  be  shipped  by  that  company’s  steamers  and  those 
running  in  connection  with  the  Union. 

I enclose  a list  of  the  cotton  spinning  companies  in  Japan 
on  June  30  last,  and  append  translation  which  appeared  some 
time  ago  in  the  ‘‘Japan  Mail’’  of  a visit  to  the  Kanegafuchi 
Mills,  furnished  to  a leading  Japanese  journal ; it  contains  in- 
teresting details  which  apply  to  many  of  the  more  important 
companies. 

The  machines  of  this  mill  are  kept  at  work  day  and  night 
without  intermission. 

u The  aggregate  number  of  spindles  is  over  30,500,  with  a 
producing  capacity  of  about  23,000  catties  per  24  hours  ; the 
number  of  men  employed  is  a little  over  2,100  and  the  number 
of  women  3,700,  regularly  working  for  12  hours,  out  of  which 
40  minutes  are  allowed  for  meals  and  15  minutes  for  change  of 
^ress  at  the  close  of  the  day’s  work.  This  is  not  the  only 
factory,  of  course,  where  the  machines  are  kept  going  day  and 
night.  In  all  the  spinning  factories  throughout  the  Empire  a 
similar  method  is  pursued.  At  the  Kanegafuchi  Mills,  the 
labourers,  women  included,  take  turns  of  night  labour  every  week. 
The  wages  for  women  range  between  4^  and  19  sen  per  day,  the 
majority  receiving  8 sen.  The  factory  has  a building  for  girls 
who  desire  to  live  in  the  compound.  The  boarding  expenses  are 
2 sen  per  meal.  It  has  also  a place  set  apart  for  sick  people, 
where  they  are  attended  gratis  by  physicians  in  the  service  of 
the  company.  Patients  are  required,  however,  to  pay  for  the 
medicines  they  receive,  but  they  have  the  advantage  of  being 
allowed  to  defray  the  costs  by  instalments  out  of  what  they  earn. 
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The  company  has  also  a savings  system  for  its  employes,  and  it 
enforces  saving  within  certain  limits.  Thus  out  of  a monthly 
stipend  of  from  2 to  3 yen,  5 sen  at  least  must  be  set  aside,  and 
in  the  case  of  salaries  above  that  figure  the  rate  is  5 sen  in  every 
yen.  An  employe  is  not  entitled  to  receive  the  money  thus 
saved,  except  on  leaving  the  company^  service  or  in  the  event  of 
falling  sick.  There  is,  further,  a system  of  voluntary  saving, 
interest  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  being  allowed  on  all  money 
put  aside  under  this  arrangement.  This  latter  method  was 
inaugurated  in  the  spring  of  1892,  and  already  a sum  of  over 
1,800  yen  has  been  saved  under  it,  the  largest  amount  standing 
to  the  credit  of  any  one  person  being  57'40  yen.3’ 

Owing  to  the  drop  in  exchange  there  was,  during  the  second  Cottons  aadi 
half  of  the  year  under  review,  a great  decline  in  the  volume  0f  woollens, 
imports,  the  redeeming  feature  being  that  at  the  close  of  the 
year  stocks  were  comparatively  small. 

Cottons,  generally  speaking,  have  not  been  remunerative, 
though  there  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  importation 
of  T-cloths,  Turkey-reds  and  cambrics,  and  some  increase  in  grey 
shirtings. 

It  appears  that  the  importation  of  T-cloths  is  likely  to  be 
seriously  affected  by  the  local  manufactures  of  the  Osaka  Cotton 
Spinning  Company,  doing  business  on  a large  scale.  In  the 
province  of  Kii  this  industry  has  also  been  started. 

It  is  stated  that  Japanese  T-cloths  can  be  sold  d20  dol. 
less  per  piece  than  the  foreign  article ; the  present  prices  of  the 
three  grades  vary  from  1 dol.  40  c.  to  1 dol.  60  c. 

Woollens  were  indifferent,  cloth  being  bad,  and  flannels,  Woollens* 
mostly  of  German  manufacture,  particularly  so  ; blankets,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  been  good,  but  were  imported  in  quantities  far 
in  excess  of  the  capacity  of  the  market. 

The  tables  accompanying  this  report,  compiled  as  already  Metals, 
stated  under  instructions  in  pounds  sterling,  show  an  increase  of 
72,440/.  in  this  branch  of  the  trade;  as  a matter  of  fact  the 
increase,  as  shown  in  the  official  statistics  compiled  by  the  Im- 
perial customs,  is  only  83,765  dol. 

During  the  first  half  of  1893  a steady  current  business  was 
done  in  all  descriptions  of  metals,  prices  varying  only  very 
slightly  during  that  interval,  and  the  market  in  general  presenting 
no  features  of  special  interest. 

In  the  second  half,  however,  a gradual  improvement  took 
place,  prices  rising  all  round  as  sterling  exchange  fell,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  year  the  advance  amounted  to  about  10  to  15  per 
cent,  for  bars  and  plate  iron,  and  25  per  cent,  for  pig,  in  which 
latter  article  the  business  of  the  district  shows  a large  increase, 
owing  in  part  to  heavy  importations  for  Government  use. 

Manufactured  iron  can  still  be  imported  from  Antwerp  at 
lower  prices  than  from  British  ports,  and  although  of  generally 
inferior  quality,  it  finds  ready  sale.  Redcar  No.  3 remains  the 
standard  brand  of  pig  iron. 

Wire  nails  have  shown  less  improvement  in  prices  than  other 
(1806)  B 
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metals,  and  at  the  same  time  a slight  falling-off  in  the  arrivals  as 
compared  with  1892,  but  the  trade  in  this  branch  continues  to  be 
a very  important  one,  and  is  still  supplied  almost  entirely  from 
Germany,  there  being  no  manufactories  in  this  country. 

Sheet  zinc  finds  a large  and  increasing  demand,  being  indis- 
pensable as  lining  for  cases  containing  matches  for  export;  an 
advance  in  the  price  of  this  article  occurred  in  sympathy  with  the 
decline  in  silver. 

As  a rule,  the  business  in  metals  became,  on  the  part  of 
Japanese  merchants,  more  of  a speculation  in  exchange  than  ever 
before,  and  those  who  had  contracted  “ to  arrive  ” at  a price  in 
silver,  were  able,  as  rates  fell,  to  undersell  their  competitors,  who, 
hoping  for  a rise  in  sterling,  had  bought  goods  afloat  on  a gold 
basis. 

The  natural  result  of  such  a condition  of  affairs  was  to  reduce 
business  to  a very  unsatisfactory  state,  both  for  the  Japanese  and 
foreign  merchants,  there  being  no  real  basis  of  prices  to  rely  on, 
and  values  changing  almost  daily  to  meet  the  altered  rates  for 
bank  paper  on  London,  by  which  the  cost  of  all  imports  is 
regulated. 

The  question  whether  or  not  Japan  is  to  become  self-supplying 
in  the  matter  of  iron  possesses  very  great  interest,  and  the 
following  summarised  translation  appearing  in  a local  foreign 
journal  of  a speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Wada,  ex-Director  of  the 
Mining  Bureau,  at  a meeting  of  the  Geographical  Society  on 
January  25  last,  bears  on  this  point 

“ Mr.  Wada  maintained  that  Japan  is  emphatically  rich  in 
iron  ore.  Recent  investigations  by  Mr.  Ivuwabara  have  proved 
ithat  China  possesses  ample  stores  of  the  valuable  mineral,  and  it 
was  already  known  that  Korea  and  Russian  Siberia  are  similarly 
fortunate.  It  might  have  been  inferred  that  the  same  was  true 
of  Japan ; and  Mr.  Wada  says  that  there  never  would  have  been 
any  doubt  of  the  fact  had  not  the  deposits  been  deep  below  the 
surface,  and  had  not  the  ore  differed  in  quality  from  that  of 
England,  France,  and  Germany.  In  short,  engineers  have  been 
greatly  deceived,  as  they  ought  not  to  have  been  had  they  taken 
due  note  of  the  deflections  of  the  magnet.  Almost  everywhere 
throughout  Japan,  iron  is  found  imbedded  in  granite  and  cal- 
careous rocks.  The  total  supply  visible  at  Kamaishi  in  Rikuzen, 
Sennin-zan  in  Akita,  and  Akatami-zan  in  Echigo  is  over 
30,000,000  tons,  and  fresh  discoveries  of  ore  are  of  daily  occur- 
rence. On  the  other  hand,  Japan’s  annual  consumption  of  iron  is 
from  80,000  tons  to  130,000  tons,  and  her  needs  must  greatly  in- 
crease for  military,  naval,  and  railway  purposes.  It  is  true  that  the 
attempts  made  by  the  Government  in  former  years  to  establish 
iron-smelting  works  at  Kamaishi  were  a failure,  but  the  causes 
are  to  be  sought,  not  in  any  natural  difficulty,  but  in  the  facts 
that  the  enterprise  was  premature,  and  that  the  magnitude  of  its 
inception  was  out  of  proportion  to  the  locality.  The  remoteness 
of  the  place  entailed  heavy  expense  on  account  of  transpoi  t.  Ia 
those  days  it  cost  4*48  yen  to  carry  a ton  of  metal  from  the  works 
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to  Tokyo,  whereas  the  same  transport  can  now  be  effected  for 
1*80  yen.  Coal  for  smelting,  also,  could  not  then  be  obtained 
under  14  yen  per  ton,  while  now  it  is  procurable  for  less  than 
5 yen,  delivered  at  the  works.  That  the  enterprise  can  be  made 
profitable  under  proper  management  is  demonstrated  by  the  ex- 
perience of  Mr.  Tanaka,  whose  foundry,  placed  at  the  very  spot 
where  the  Government’s  works  were,  flourishes  well.  He  is  not 
provided  with  first  class  engineers  or  other  experts,  yet  his  oppor- 
tunities are  such  that  a ton  of  iron  costing  only  14  yen  before 
shipment  at  Kamaishi  sells  in  Tokyo  for  22  yen  to  23  yen.” 

The  year  opened  with  only  15,000  cases  in  stock,  but  large  Kerosene, 
cargoes  arrived  during  January  ; a lot  of  5,000  cases  of  Atlantic 
“spot”  brought  1 dol.  87  c.,  the  highest  price  recorded  for 
2 years. 

In  consequence  of  this,  holders  refused  to  sell  under  1 dol.  78  c. 
to  1 dol.  86  c.,  and  the  market  closed  firm. 

Following  on  this  there  were  considerable  settlements  of 
American,  and  shortly  after  the  tank  steamer  “ Couch  ” brought 
4,200  tons  (about  150,000  cases)  of  Russian,  selling  at  14  c.  per 
gallon  in  second  hand  tins. 

After  a drop  in  prices,  rates  went  up  in  May,  there  being  a 
further  rise  in  July.  Strong  and  advancing  in  August,  the 
market  weakened  for  a time,  but  improved  in  November,  Atlantic 
fetching  1 dol.  85  c.,  Russian  case  oil,  1 dol.  70  c.  per  case,  and 
tank  oil,  14*3  c.  per  gallon. 

The  year  closed  weak.  A considerable  local  business  is  done 
by  Japanese,  who  purchase  low  classed  and  damaged  oil,  both 
American  and  Russian,  refine  it  up  to  150  degrees  test,  and  sell  it 
at  a fair  profit. 

Returns  showing  the  deliveries  of  kerosene  in  this  district  Table  YI. 
during  1891-93,  those  in  Yokohoma  for  1892-93,  and  the  average 
market  for  this  district  during  1891-93,  accompanying  this  Table  VII. 
report. 

When  stating  that  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  sugar  refined  in  Sugar, 
the  Hong-Kong  factories  comes  to  this  country,  and  that  the 
demand  is  increasing,  the  tendency  of  this  portion  of  the  import 
trade  of  the  district  seems  amply  explained. 

The  growing  demand  for  refined  sugar  is  a feature  of  modern 
Japan,  as  in  former  days  people  were  quite  satisfied  with  the 
brown  kind. 

There  continues  to  be  a steady  and  increasing  demand  for  Chemicals, 
chemicals  used  in  match  making. 

The  business  in  these  articles  is,  generally  speaking,  on  the  Watches  and 
decrease,  and  Japanese  are  competing  strongly  with  the  foreign  clocts* 
made  article  as  regards  clocks. 

Numerous  small  factories  at  present  turn  out  clocks  of  the 
cheaper  kind,  which  cost  less  than  those  made  in  foreign  countries. 
Movements  are  largely  imported,  put  together  and  encased  in 
Japan;  in  many  instances  the  entire  article  is  made  on  the  spot. 

The  importation  of  this  article  has  been  steadily  increasing  for  Alcohol, 
some  years  past ; for  the  whole  of  Japan  it  onlv  amounted  to 
(1806)  ' b 2 
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1,698  dol.  in  1885,  whereas  in  1893  the  quantity  imported  was- 
valued  at  379,470  dol. 

It  is  extensively  used  for  fortifying  and  adulterating  “ sake  ” 
(Japanese  wine). 

The  adulteration  is  mainly  restricted  to  the  cheaper  kinds  of 
“ sake,”  which,  even  under  those  conditions  are  far  less  injurious 
to  health  than  the  vile  rubbish  frequently  sold  throughout  the 
country  as  foreign  wines  and  spirits. 

The  significance  of  this  statement  will  be  understood  after  a 
perusal  of  the  following  circular  from  Europe,  very  widely  distri- 
buted by  post  throughout  the  far  East. 


“ Gentlemen,  November,  1893. 

‘e  We  beg  to  give  you  our  to-day’s  quotations  for  the  Eastern 
markets,  viz.: — 


Per  Case 

Per  Case 

Under 

(12  bottles,  22-oz.). 

(24  bottles,  11-oz.). 

Proof. 

Plain. 

Wired. 

Plain. 

' 

Wired 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d.  \ 

s.  d. 

Brandy 

n • • • • 

50 

3 4 

8 10 

4 30 

5 & 

36 

3 8 

4 2 

5 2 1 

6 0 

25  i 

4 0 

4 6 

5 6 

6 4 

"Whiskey,  old  tom 

/ 50  ! 

3 6 

4 0 

5 0 1 

5 10 

gin,  rum  , . 

1 25 

4 4 

4 10 

5 10 

6 8 

Under  Proof. 

Per  Case  of — 

Prices. 

s. 

d. 

Gin 

25 

12  bottles,  2 imperial  gallons. . 

2 

n 

25 

15 

99 

4 

5 

2 

25 

15 

99 

5 

6 

1 

Vermouth,  French 

12 

99 

1 litre  each 

4 

6 

» 99 

24 

99 

2 99  • • 

5 

6 

„ Italian 

12 

99 

1 „ 

6 

0 

79  9 9 

24 

99 

2 „ 

7 

0 

Port,  sherry 

12 

99 

(quarts) 

4 

6 

99 

1 24 

99 

(pints) 

5 

6 

free  on  board  at  : cash  payment. 

“ Prices  are  variable. 


6i  We  are,  Gentlemen, 

“ Your’s  faithfully, 

a 


A copy  of  this  circular  continues  in  my  possession,  but  for 
the  present  the  name  of  the  firm  and  its  place  of  business  are  not 
given. 

Having  touched  on  the  question  of  “sake”  brewing,  I may 
state  that  an  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  secure  an  outlet  for  it 
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•abroad,  the  idea  being  that  it  is  a suitable  beverage  for  labourers 
in  cold  countries.  The  “ Sake  ” Manufacturers’  Association  have 
taken  up  the  suggestion  in  earnest,  and  Japanese  journals  state 
that  a committee  is  now  in  Tokio  compiling  statistics  regarding 
the  liquor  trade  in  foreign  countries. 

The  importation  of  beer  has  steadily  declined  for  some  years  Beer, 
past,  and  among  various  other  reasons  is  the  rapidly  increasing 
brewing  industry  in  Japan. 

Several  companies  have  for  some  years  past  produced  an  ex- 
cellent, light  kind  of  beer,  which  has  almost  entirely  supplanted 
the  well-known  stock  beer,  at  one  time  exceedingly  popular 
throughout  the  Empire. 

The  best  known  kinds  of  Japan  brewed  beer  are  the  Asaki, 
the  Ebisu,  and  the  Kirin  beer. 

At  no  time  has  there  been  any  special  demand  among  Japanese 
for  English  brewed  beer. 


Exports . 

The  gold  and  silver  question  has  also  had  an  injurious  effect  Exports, 
on  the  export  trade,  but  a definite  opinion  as  to  the  result  of  last 
year’s  business  cannot  be,  at  present,  expressed. 

Direct  export  to  foreign  countries  has  frequently  been  tried  Direct  export, 
by  enterprising  Japanese,  but  has,  as  a general  rule,  been 
eminently  unsatisfactory. 

Quite  recently  one  of  the  leading  Japanese  newspapers  made 
a statement  to  the  effect  that  a prominent  firm  had  in  this  manner 
lost  130,000  dol.  in  transactions  for  1893,  and  that  an  additional 
sum  of  400  000  dol.  was  owing  by  firms  who,  at  any  rate  at 
present,  are  unable  to  pay. 

It  might  be  in  their  interest  if  Japanese  bore  in  mind  the 
truth  of  the  saying  that  all  is  not  gold  that  glitters.”  To  them 
the  general  surroundings  of  foreign  merchants  may  seem  to 
denote  prosperity ; although  in  some  very  exceptional  instances 
such  may  be  the  case,  the  large  majority  of  business  houses  are, 
at  present,  most  certainly  not  amassing  fortunes  but  hoping, 

.almost  against  hope,  that  the  future  may  be  more  propitious. 

One  all-important  phase  of  this  question,  not  to  be  lost  sight 
of,  is  that  foreign  merchants  take  upon  themselves  the  entire  risks 
of  the  trade. 

It  has  been  very  correctly  stated  elsewhere  that  “ as  a matter 
of  sentiment  it  might  be  very  agreeable  that  whatever  part  of 
Japan’s  trade  is  carried  on  within  her  own  borders  should  be  in 
Japanese  hands.  But  from  the  point  of  view  of  practical  advan- 
tage it  would  be  impossible  to  find  any  better  agents  than  the 
foreign  merchants  at  the  open  ports. 

* * * * *- 

“ It  is  owing  to  the  operation  of  such  a uniquely  advantageous 
agency  that,  within  the  short  space  of  30  years  there  has  been 
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built  up  a commerce  which  puts  tens  of  millions  annually  into  the 
pockets  of  the  people/5 

The  increase  in  exports  occurs  principally  in  the  following 
articles : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Bice  ..  ..  .. 

Tons  . . 

.. 

3,768 

Metals — 

Antimony 

• . 

>y  • • 

84 

Bronze. . . . 

• • 

147 

Fans 

Number 

4,967,781 

Matches  . . 

, # 

Gross . . 

4,085,263 

Straw  plaits 

Bundles 

199,710 

Umbrellas  ..  .. 

, # 

Number 

851,493 

Wax  (vegetable) 

•* 

Tons  .. 

444 

The  decrease  in  exports 

occurs  principally  in  the  following 

articles  : — 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Tea 

Lbs.  .. 

1,902,795 

Bra;s  wire  . . . . 

Tons  . . 

61 

Copper,  bars  and  slabs  . . 

99  * * 

835 

„ ingots  .. 

99  • • 

400 

Coal  

» • • 

5,812 

Camphor . . 

99 

287 

* oil 

152 

Bags 

280 

Bapeseed. . 

yy  • • 

1,626 

Seaweed.. 

» • • 

1,769 

ee.  The  result  of  the  year’s  trading  shows  an  excess  over  1892  of 

3,768  tons  exported;  the  customs  returns,  however,  show  a 
decrease  in  value  of  33,687  dol.,  and  in  the  sterling  tables  ac- 
companying this  report  the  decrease  figures  at  63,396/. 

The  average  price  of  rice  was  higher  in  1893  than  in  1892. 

The  curious  anomaly  that,  while  the  quantity  of  rice  exported 
in  1893  is  considerably  in  excess  of  that  for  1892,  values  are 
much  in  favour  of  the  latter  year,  is  easily  explained. 

The  export  of  rice  being  duty  free,  there  is  a marked  absence 
of  accuracy  in  the  returns  of  values  sent  in  to  the  custom-house. 

The  very  large  excess  in  the  sterling  value  for  1892  over  that 
for  1893  is  due  to  instructions  as  to  exchange  calculations  already 
referred,  to. 

The  average  price  of  rice  during  the  undermentioned  years- 
was  as  follows : — 
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Qualities  of  Rice. 


Y ear. 

Per  Koku  (5  * 

13  Bushels)  of  Uncleaned  Pice. 

Best. 

Medium. 

Inferior. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

1891  .. 

• • . . 

7-303 

7 -040 

6 -842 

1892  .. 

6-9S5 

6 -579 

6 246 

1893  .. 

. . 

7-374 

6 -964, 

6-701 

The  following  statistics,  for  the  whole  of  Japan,  of  fluctuations 
in  the  price  of  rice  and  of  the  yield,  export  and  import  of  rice,  &c., 
are  based  on  investigations  made  by  the  Imperial  authorities. 

The  quantities  represent  “koku*’;  the  price,  that  ruling  on 
the  market  in  Tokio. 


Y ear. 

Meiji. 

Price  of 
Rice  per 
Koku. 

Value  compared  with 
Current  Money. 

Price  of  Rice 
Estimated 
in  Gold. 

Price  of 
Rice 

Estimated 
in  Silver. 

j Gold  Coin. 

Silver  Coin. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

1868  

1 

6-378 

0*748 

6 *665 

8-527 

2 

8*795 

0*962 

9*191 

9-142 

3 

8 898 

1 *033 

9*298 

8-614 

4 

5-508 

0*978 

5*756 

5-632 

5 

3-731 

1*018 

3*899 

3-665 

6 

4-542 

0 -999 

1*036 

4*547 

4-384 

7 

6-961 

1-004 

1*038 

6 *923 

6-706 

8 

6-874 

1-008 

1*029 

6*819 

6 -680' 

9 

4-882 

1 -019 

0*989 

4-791 

4-936 

10 

5-150 

1-040 

1 *033 

4-952 

4-985 

11 

6-200 

1 -153 

1*099 

5-354 

5-641 

12 

8-210 

1-339 

1*212 

6 -131 

6-774 

13 

10-130 

1-573 

1*477 

6-440 

6-858 

14 

10-485 

1-843 

1-696 

5-639 

6-182: 

15 

8 "755 

1*690 

1*571 

5180 

5-573 

16 

6-075 

1*394 

1 -264 

4-358 

4-806 

17 

5-370 

1*198 

1-089 

4-482 

4-931 

18 

6-900 

1-218 

1 -055 

5-665 

6-540 

19 

6-160 

1-246 

1-000 

4-944 

6*160- 

20 

5-416 

1-296 

1*000 

4-179 

5-416 

21 

4-931 

1-329 

1-000 

3-710 

4-931 

22 

6-377 

1-312 

1 -ooo 

4-861 

6-377 

23 

8 897 

1-204 

1*000 

7-390 

8-897 

24 

7 -066 

1*263 

1 *000 

5-595 

7*066 

25 

7*338 

1*409 

1*000 

5*208 

7-338 

1893  

26  (to  June) 

6-986 

1*502 

1 

1*000 

4-651 

6*986 
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Yield,  Export  and  Import  of  Bice,  &c. 


Year. 

Meiji. 

Rice. 

Mugi 

(Wheat, 

Barley). 

Yield. 

Yield. 

Export. 

Import. 

1868  

1 

83,909 

2 

648,285 

3 

2,150,843 

4 

167,832 

1 !!! 

5 

6 

::: 

65,805 

7,637 

... 

7 

! 25,908,920 

55,842 

4 701 

9,858,33^ 

8 

| 26,458,238 

2,173 

4,096 

10,497,808 

9 

24,743,790 

187,801 

96 

8,886,072 

10 

26,587,955 

416,884 

46 

1 9,620,499 

11 

' 25,282,540  1 

796,169 

9 

| 9,411460 

12 

32,418,924 

54,389 

49,994 

9,890,908 

13 

31,359,326  1 

27,280 

79,321 

j 12,503,063 

14 

29,971,383  1 

42,624 

21,667 

1 10,507,983- 

15 

30,692,327  ! 

260,380 

2,868 

1 12,938,752 

16 

30,671,492  ; 

174,161 

17  | 

11,763,846 

17 

26,349,883 

454,824 

2,341 

13,105,841 

18 

34,185,169  1 

127,112 

118,396 

11.935,467 

19 

37,191,424 

555,153 

3.926 

1 6,033,960 

20 

39,999,199  ' 

357,287 

28,085 

15,823,144 

21 

38,645,583  j 

1,325,353 

4,871 

15,281,658 

22 

33,007,566  j 

1,310,852 

20,695 

15,305,158 

23 

43,037,809  1 

153,817 

1,838,638 

10,712,965 

24 

38,123,548  j 

799,440 

671,203 

18.078,373 

25 

41,378,956 

486,666 

329,724 

15,911,276 

1893  

26  (to  June) 

507,118 

135,323 

16,6^0,273 

The  following  is  a return  of  the  rice  mills  in  this  Empire, 
based  on  enquiries  made  by  the  Hiogo  Rice  Export  Merchants* 
Guild 


Districts. 

Factory. 

Production 
per  21  Hcurs. 

Yokkaichi,  Ise  .. 

Yokkaichi  Seimai  Kaisha 

Tons. 

50 

Sakai,  Izuroi 

Otsuka  Seimai  Sho 

20 

Shuzo  Kaisha  Seimai  Sho 

20 

Kobe 

Nihon  Seimai  Kaisha . . . . 

250 

99  • • • • • • 

Ryoyei  Kabushiki  Kaisha 

70 

))  • • • • • • 

Shinkawa  Seimai  Sho 

20 

99  • • • • • • 

Skinkawaguchi  Seimai  Sho  . . 

20 

9)  • • 

Wakabayashi  Seimai  Sho 

15 

99  * * * • * * 

Sugitani  Seimai  Sho  . . 

5 

Nishinomiya,  Settsu 

Beikoku  Shokai  Seimai  Sho  . . . . j 

20 

>>  •• 

Hachimma  Seimai  Sho 

10 

Nada,  Setsu 

Kogyo  Kaisha  Seimai  Sho 

30 

99  • • • • 

Ishizaki  Seimai  Sho  . . . . . . 

20 

Akashi,  Harima. . 

Suga  Seimai  Sho  . . . . ». 1 

10 

Himeji,  Harima. . 

Jolioku  Seimai  Sho 

10 

Shikama,  Harima 

Ban-yo  Seimai  Kaisha. . 

22 

Okayama,  Bizen 

Okayama  Seimai  Sho 

35 

Saidaiji,  Bizen  .. 

Saidaiji  Seimai  Sho  . . 

12 

Otoko,  Bizen 

Otoko  Seimai  Kaisha 

10 

Nadekawa,  Bitch u 

Nadekawa  Seimai  Kaisha 

15 

Kurashiki,  Bitchu 

Kurashiki  Seimai  Kaisha 

17 

Tamash  ma,  Bitchu 

Tamashima  Seimai  Sho 

17 

Tokuyama,  Suho 

Bocho  Seimai  Kaisha  . . 

15 

Tokura,  Buzen  .. 

1 mo-o  Seimai  Sho 

i 12 

Moji,  Buzen 

Moji  Seimai  Sho  .. 

40 

Hakata,  Chikuzen 

Chikuzen  Seimai  Sho  . . 

10 

99  • • * * 

Nakajima  Seimai  Sho 

8 

Dekimachi  Seimai  Sho 

7 

Total  for  28  mills  . . 

790 
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I also  give  a return,  obtained  from  Japanese  sources,  of  the 
amount  of  rice  exported  during  the  year  ended  October  31  last : — 


Uncleaned  Rice. 


Europe 

America. 

Ausl  ralia. 

Total. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1892. 

November 

1,268 

375 

430 

2,073 

December 

2,101 

1,850 

£9 

3,980 

January. . 

4,995 

150 

640 

5,785 

1893. 

February 

1,450 

209 

400 

2,059 

-March 

6.375 

3,714 

200 

10,289 

April 

1,902 

. . 

50 

1,952 

May 

6,460 

4 

400 

6,864 

June 

2,000 

46 

.. 

2,046 

-July 

300 

300 

August  . . 

375 

375 

September  . . 

2,375 

, # 

* 150 

2,525 

October . . 

135 

50 

•• 

185 

Total  .. 

29,736 

6,398 

2,299 

38,433 

Polished  Rice. 


Europe. 

America. 

Australia. 

Total. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1892. 

November  . . 

629 

125 

460 

1,214 

December 

2,647 

100 

883 

3,630 

1893. 

• January.. 

3,145 

623 

1,000 

4,768 

February 

4,298 

169 

700 

5,167 

March  . . 

4,653 

222 

534 

5,409 

April  . . 

2,899 

528 

599 

4,026 

May 

1,511 

170 

598 

2,279 

June 

1,685 

78 

130 

1,893 

J uly 

1,130  j 

201 

611 

1,942 

August  . . . . 

549  ! 

103 

725 

1,377 

September 

100  ! 

164 

267 

531 

October.. 

5 | 

55 

' 603 

663 

Total  . . 

23,251 

2,538 

7,110 

32,899 

The  year  opened  with  a good  demand,  principally  for  China,  Copper, 
lout  an  advance  created  in  Sumitomo’s  mark  shortly  checked 
business  for  a time.  In  June  the  market  was  strong,  and  buyers 
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"Tea. 


at  enhanced  prices  came  forward,  which  caused  holders  to  put  up 
prices  still  further.  A fair  amount  changed  hands  towards  the 
end  of  the  year,  which  closed  with  a firm  market,  buyers  holding 
c ff  for  a decline. 

Throughout  a steady  business  has  been  done  owing  to  falling 
exchange.  Export  to  Europe  shows  a decrease,  while  that  to 
India  has  risen. 

The  season  opened  on  April  28,  a little  earlier  than  usual,  and 
at  first,  buying  was  restricted,  owing  to  the  high  prices  asked  by 
dealers,  who  took  advantage  of  a small  decline  in  exchange  to 
demand  an  advance  of  at  least  3 dol.  per  picul  (133-^-  lbs.)  over 
last  season’s  opening  quotations. 

Till  the  middle  of  May,  cold  and  wet  weather  retarded  the 
growth  and  preparation  of  the  leaf,  and  when  at  last  supplies 
came  forward  freely,  it  was  found  that  the  new  crop  showed  a 
falling-off  when  compared  with  the  previous  seasoffs  production. 

Buyers,  therefore,  found  it  a difficult  matter  to  match 
standards,  and  had  to  pay  high  prices  to  get  at  all  near  the  mark 
with  the  fine  grades.  However,  they  had  to  keep  their  firing 
places  filled  and  shipments  going  forward  regularly,  and  although 
dealers  moderated  their  ideas  of  value  later  on,  a substantial  ad- 
\ance  on  the  average  price  per  picul  during  the  last  2 years  wras 
established. 

Between  June  24  and  July  1 there  was  a drop  of  8 per  cent. 
i;i  exchange,  but  the  bulk  of  the  first  crop  had  already  gone  for- 
ward, so  dealers  at  once  advanced  prices  for  the  second  crop  leaf, 
which  was  poor  and  disappointing  in  quality  ; an  animated  demand 
sprung  up,  however,  and  the  position  they  assumed  was  fully 
maintained. 

Owing  principally  to  financial  difficulties  in  the  United  States, 
the  season  has  not  been  a prosperous  one  to  the  exporter,  and 
continued  advices  of  a dull  market  and  weakening  prices  have 
curtailed  late  buying  to  a great  extent. 

Consequently,  the  decrease  for  the  year  amounts  to  8,699 
piculs,  as  compared  with  1892. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  one-half  of  the  year’s  supply  was 
purchased  between  May  1 and  June  22,  and,  therefore,  all  first 
crop  leaf. 

Settlements  for  1893  amount  to  143,187  piculs,  against 
150,554  piculs  in  1892  ; value  of  the  crop  in  silver  yen  (1  dol.) 
was  3,058,121,  against  3,102,615  silver  yen  in  1892 ; the  average 
price  per  picul  was  21*37  silver  yen,  against  20*68  silver  yen  in 
the  preceding  year. 

The  synopsis  of  tea  settlements  for  1893  is  : — 
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Piculs 

(133^  Lbs.). 

A< 

From — 

To— 

Currency. 

Dol.  c. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

6,262 

8 0 

12 

62,620 

25,152 

12  0 

16 

358,366 

37,786 

16  50 

20 

689.595 

32.562 

20  50 

25 

740,785 

29,859  I 

25  50 

30 

814,058 

9,683 

30  50 

35 

319,539 

1,482 

35  50 

40 

56,316 

401 

40  0 

Upwards 

16,842 

143,187 

.. 

•• 

3,058,121 

The  increasing  importance  of  this  district  as  one  of  the  centres 
of  the  tea  trade  may  be  easily  gathered  from  the  following  return, 
based  on  customs  statistics  : — 


District. 

[ 

1883. 

1893. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 
Yokohama 

Lbs. 

14,436,219 

20,881,333 

Dollars. 

2,350,111 

3,688,307 

Lbs. 

18,163,325 

21,570,521 

Dollars. 

2,802,860 

4,820,707 

There  are  distinct  signs  of  an  increase  in  this  class  of  business ; Silk  and  silk 
expansion  must  necessarily  be  slow,  owing  to  exceedingly  adverse  manufacture& 
conditions,  fully  referred  to  in  former  reports. 

Prices  ranged  between  61  dol.  per  picul  to  48  dol.  per  picul  Camphor. 
(133  lbs.)  ; the  total  business  transacted  shows  a slight  decrease 
on  that  of  1892. 

Formosa  camphor  is  steadily  on  the  increase,  but,  so  far, 

Japanese  dealers  do  not  seem  to  realise  the  position. 

The  market  opened  at  7 dol.  75  c.  per  picul  to  8 dol.  per  picul,  Antimony, 
and  after  falling  to  6 dol.  80  c.  per  picul  it  again  rose  to  the  former 
level.  The  total  business  shows  an  increase  of  84  tons  over  1892. 

During  the  first  5 months  of  the  year  a steady  business  was  Rags, 
done  at  prices  ranging  from  2 dol.  50  c.  to  2 dol.  80  c.  per  picul, 
when  values  declined  to  1 dol.  98  c.  In  September  a considerable 
business  was  done  at  2 dol.  25  c.,  with  an  upward  tendency.  A 
further  advance  occurred,  but  a downward  tendency  soon  showed 
itself,  and  the  year  closed  dull. 

Transactions  were  less  than  those  of  1892  by  280  tons. 

Prices  varied  during  the  year  between  12  dol.  10  c.  and  Wax. 

13  dol.  75  c.  per  picul.  The  business  for  the  year  was  444  tons 
in  excess  of  1892. 

This  article  of  export  still  continues  to  be  in  increasing  Floor  matting, 
demand,  principally  for  America. 
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Rug  manu- ' 
factories. 


Matches. 


Umbrellas. 


Coal. 


Bamboo 

trade. 


Banking 

facilities. 


The  quantity  exported  in  1883  represented  a value  of  212  dol. 
Last  year  the  amount  was  1,720,300  dol. 

The  rug  industry  at  Sakai,  near  Osaka,  is  making  rapid 
strides.  There  are  at  present  524  factories,  employing  7,292 
hands,  of  whom  2,128  are  males,  and  5,164  females.  The  total 
turnout  for  last  year  represented  a value  of  701,039  dol.,  almost 
entirely  exported  to  foreign  countries. 

The  export  of  this  article  continues  to  increase,  and  competi- 
tion in  the  far  East  on  the  part  of  the  European-made  article  is 
practically  at  an  end. 

The  business  done  in  1893  was  13,049,656  gross,  valued  at 
3,417,232  dol.  In  1883  the  export  trade  only  amounted  to 
67,600  gross,  valued  at  1,876  dol. 

These  are  largely  made,  according  to  foreign  patterns,  in 
Osaka.  The  sticks  come  principally  from  Tokio,  the  ribs  from 
Germany,  the  covers  from  various  parts  of  the  country.  Japanese 
use,  almost  exclusively,  home-made  umbrellas,  and  there  is  a 
large  and  increasing  business  done  with  China  and  the  Straits. 

The  export  from  this  district  in  1883  was  79,745  in  number, 
whereas  in  1893  it  was  1,532,866. 

The  incalculable  harm  done  by  the  recent  lamentable  struggle 
in  the  English  coal  trade  has  made  itself  felt  in  the  far  East,  and 
Japanese  colliery  owners  are  reaping  temporary,  if  not  permanent 
advantages. 

The  effects  of  the  coal  strike  are  felt  even  in  Kobe,  the  price 
of  Moji  coal  having  risen  considerably. 

Before  the  opening  in  1888  of  Moji,  situated  in  Kiushire  and 
opposite  to  Shimonoseki,  Singapore,  was  the  last  coaling  station 
on  the  way  home,  and  the  first  on  the  way  out.  Until  the  strike 
English  coal  only  was  taken  at  Singapore.  Now,  however, 
Japanese  coal  is  principally  supplied. 

The  bad  example  set  by  Westerners  in  their  manner  of 
settling  trade  disputes  is  being  followed  by  the  Japanese,  and 
during  the  past  18  months  there  have  been  several  instances  of 
strikes  among  them,  one  by  the  miners  at  Takashima,  near 
Nagasaki. 

The  authorities  recently  caused  an  inquiry  to  be  instituted 
into  the  position  of  this  business,  which  for  some  time  past  has 
increased  very  considerably. 

Thirteen  years  ago  there  were  only  five  workers  in  bamboo 
ware  in  Osaka,  the  articles  manufactured  being  principally  those 
used  in  the  Japanese  ceremonial  tea  drinking. 

Later  on  some  of  these  firms  removed  to  Kobe  (Hiogo),  and 
the  export  business,  now  rapidly  on  the  increase,  dates  from  that 
time. 

With  regard  to  banking  facilities  here,  these  are,  I am 
informed,  altogether  insufficient. 

There  is  only  one  foreign  bank  established  here,  and  that  an 
agency  of  the  Yokohama  branch.  There  are,  it  is  true,  two 
other  foreign  banks.  They  are  managed  by,  and  in  the  hands  ot 
local  mercantile  firms. 
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The  disadvantage  as  regards  the  local  office  of  this  one  bank, 
an  excellent  institution  by  the  way,  and  ably  managed  in  the 
interest  of  shareholders,  is  that,  being  only  an  agency,  it  has  to 
take  its  orders  from  the  manager  in  the  northern  port. 

That  its  power  of  action  is  restricted  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  firms  established  in  business  here  constantly  find  it  advan- 
tageous to  make  settlements  in  Yokohama.  Then,  too,  the  day’s 
business  invariably  depends  on  and  awaits  the  arrival  of  a morning 
telegram  from  Yokohama. 

That  this  and  other  matters  are  a cause  of  much  inconvenience 
and  seriously  hamper  the  despatch  of  business  requires  no  special 
comment. 

A good  deal  was  heard  last  year  both  here  and  in  Yokohama  Boycotting1, 
about  the  boycotting  of  some  foreign  firms  by  guilds  of  Japanese 
merchants. 

It  has  been  rightly  remarked  by  more  than  one  foreign  news- 
paper published  in  Japan  that  a number  of  merchants  are  at 
perfect  liberty  to  enter  into  a co  ubination  for  the  purpose  of 
suspending  business  with  any  firm  against  whom  they  have  a 
grievance,  real  or  imaginary.  In  this  connection  the  following 
notice  in  Japanese  and  English  to  be  seen  in  some  Japanese 
premises  in  this  town  is  rather  amusing  than  otherwise:  ((  Here- 
after, 1 1 tli  instant,  we  refuse  the  transactions  with  the  undersigned 
firms.” 

That  a refusal  to  transact  business,  if  exercised  with  proper 
discrimination  and  honesty  of  purpose,  might  often  prevent 
disaster,  or  produce  very  salutary  results,  is  well-known  to  the 
entire  business  world,  but  no  body  of  men  have  a shadow  of 
right  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  others  by  coercion,  as  is  the 
case  when  threats  of  personal  violence  are  conveyed  to  every 
merchant  who  seeks  to  do  business  with  a boycotted  firm. 

This  has  often  been,  as  elsewhere,  the  case  here,  and  is  much 
to  be  regretted.  Not  only  does  such  conduct  alienate  all 
sympathy  with  the  offenders,  but  it  is  calculated  to  affect  the 
public  peace  to  a very  serious  extent. 

While  writing  the  foregoing  remarks  my  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  a telegram  from  Nagasaki,  appearing  in  Japanese  news- 
papers, to  the  effect  that  Chinese  merchants  there  had  formed  an 
alliance  against  the  Japanese  traders,  causing  much  trouble  among 
the  latter. 

Be  this  report  correct  or  otherwise,  the  fact  remains  that  a 
combination,  such  as  that  referred  to.  is  quite  feasible  among 
Chinese,  though  utterly  impossible  as  regards  other  foreigners 
living  and  trading  in  this  Empire.  In  other  words,  concerted  and 
united  action  is  possible  in  the  case  of  traders  of  one  nationality, 
not  so  where  conflicting  interests  are  accentuated  by  differences 
of  race  and  nation  and  intensely  keen  competition. 

The  general  custom-house  facilities  for  landing,  shipping,  and  Custom-house 
storing  cargo,  and  the  pier  accommodation  for  ordinary  passenger  and  landing 
traffic,  have,  for  many  years  past,  been  altogether  inadequate  as  Sa^!^1110" 
regards  the  constantly-growing  requirements  of  this  port. 
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Exchange. 
Table  VIII. 

Shipping. 


The  following  returns  show  the  steady  increase  in  the  com- 
mercial importance  of  this  district  since  its  opening  to  foreign 
trade  in  1868  : — 


Years. 

Imports  and 

Foreign  Ships  Entered. 

Exports. 

Number  of 
Y essels. 

Tons. 

1838  .. 

Dollars. 

8,072,301 

193 

120,885 

1878 

12,180,354 

177 

131,647 

1S>88 

44,966,304 

471 

762,758 

1890 

52,529,069 

528 

850,888 

1891 

, , 

52.243,943 

524 

872,870 

1892 

58,565,840 

561 

930,503 

1893 

73,642,720 

705 

1,200,417 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  number  and  tonnage  of  Japanese 
ships  of  foreign  build  entering  is  very  considerable.  In  1892  it 
was  360,  with  342,800  tons,  and  in  1893,  327,  with  307,640  tons. 


Customs  Duties,  &c.,  collected. 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Miscellaneous. 

Total. 

1868 

Gold  yen. 

Particul 

Gold  yen. 
ars  not  obtain 

able. 

Gold  yen. 

1878 

170,854*93 

172,963  -52 

•• 

343,818-45 

Silver  yen. 

Silver  yen. 

Silver  yen. 

Silver  yen. 

1888 

1,169,088*55 

374,682  -.39 

34,196*32 

1,577,967*26 

1890 

1,263,020*25 
1,085,236  *86 

399,754-51 

36,641  *55 

1.699,416-31 

1891 

385,443  -47 

40,304-45 

1,510,984  -78 

1892 

1,328,028-18 

380,105-06 

369,526-34 

41,343  *27 

1,749,476-51 

1893 

1,603,347*49 

46,641  -15 

2,019,514-98 

Note. — The  yen  is  equal  to  1 Mexican  dollar. 


The  accommodation  referred  to  is,  at  the  present  moment, 
what  it  was  20  odd  years  ago,  but  it  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able 
to  state  that  the  representations  made  in  this  respect  are  now 
receiving  very  careful  consideration,  and  that,  too,  it  is  rumoured, 
in  connection  with  a most  comprehensive  scheme  for  general 
improvements. 

The  accompanying  return  shows  the  fluctuations  in  exchange 
— in  other  words,  the  fall  of  the  silver  dollar  and  the  rise  of  the 
silver  rupee  during  the  year  1893. 

The  total  tonnage  for  1893  of  ships  of  foreign  build,  owned  by 
foreigners  and  Japanese,  entering  this  port  is  1,508,057  tons, 
being  234,754  tons  in  excess  of  that  for  1892. 

Of  this  the  foreign  tonnage  is  1,200,417  tons,  against 
930,503  tons  in  1892,  showing  an  increase  of  269,914  tons 
entered. 
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The  increase  as  regards  British  shipping  is  184,636  tons 
entered. 

The  percentage  oF  foreign  ships  entered  daring  1893  is  : — 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

647% 

70^j 

German 

11  To 

French 

7t5o 

9t7o 

American  . . . . 

3to 

4i2o 

Austrian 

1-& 

2 jo 

Other  countries 

4-3- 

aio 

1* 

During  the  year  under  review  the  principal  increase  in 
shipping  is  : — 

Entered. 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  . . . . 

81 

184,636 

Austrian 

13 

30,500 

German 

32 

30,183 

American  . . 

10 

29,683 

The  increase  in  German  tonnage  is  steady  and  large.  In 
1883  the  German  tonnage  was  12,564  tons,  as  against  131,280  tons 
in  1893. 

The  Austrian  tonnage  is  that  of  the  Austrian-Lloyd’s  steamers 
running  monthly  from  Trieste  to  this  port. 

There  is  a decrease  in  French  shipping  of  5,891  tons,  and  in 
Japanese  of  35,160  tons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  increase  in  foreign  shipping  in 
this  district  during  the  past  20  years : — 


18 

73. 

1883. 

18J3. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Total  foreign  ship- 

ping   

272 

288,632 

177 

207,713 

705 

1,200,417 

Principal  nationali- 
ties— 

British  

109 

74,081 

124 

159,298 

456 

844,373 

German  

27 

10,353 

18 

12,564 

131 

137,093 

French  

5 

2,852 

1 

300 

53 

117,230 

American 

109 

189,533 

5,360 

21 

28,178 

23 

50,472 

Chinese  

7 

o 

2,422 

The  decrease  in  American  shipping,  shown  in  the  above 
return,  is  due  to  certain  United  States  mail  steamers  having  been 
sold  and  transferred  to  Japanese. 
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The  importance  of  the  shipping  in  this  district  is  shown  byr 
the  following  returns  for  1883  and  1893  : — 

Total  Foreign  and  Japanese  Shipping  Entered. 


1883. 

1893. 

Consular  District. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 

322 

362,045 

1,032 

1,508,057 

Yokohama 

372 

I 

629,707 

553 

9S6,253 

Total  Foreign  Shipping  Entered. 


1883. 

1893. 

Consular  District. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 

177 

207,713 

705 

1,200,417 

Yokohama 

313 

556,024 

478 

[ 887,696 

British  Shipping  Entered. 


1883. 

1893. 

Consular  District. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of  1 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 

124 

159,298 

456 

844,373 

629,397* 

Yokohama 

115 

153,830 

336 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  tonnage  of  foreign  vesseis'- 
entering  this  district  was  in  1893  considerably  over  five-fold  what 
it  was  10  years  ago,  that  of  Yokohama  being  less  than  double. 

The  tonnage  of  British  ships  entering  here  in  1893  was  nearly* 
equal  to  the  entire  foreign  tonnage  of  Yokohama.  The  foreign* 
and  Japanese  (foreign  build)  tonnage  entered  is  500,000  tons  iih 
excess  of  Yokohama. 

The  entire  foreign  tonnage  here  was  half  as  much  again  as- 
tliat  of  Yokohama,  this  being  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the 
trade  here  is  of  an  exceedingly  bulky  nature  as  compared  with, 
the  northern  district. 

It  has,  on  occasion,  been  stated  that  the  excessive  tonnage  in 
this  district  as  compared  with  Yokohama  is  due  to  vessels  calling 
here  both  on  the  outward  and  homeward-bound  voyages.  This  is- 
true ; but  there  is  practically  nothing  in  that  argument. 

The  large  tonnage  of  ships  clearing  in  ballast  from  Kobe  foe* 
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Yokohama  proves  that  entire  outward  cargoes  are  discharged  at 
this  port,  as  shown  by  the  large  excess  of  imports  here  over  those 
at  the  northern  ports  (nearly  11,500,000  dol.). 

To  take  on  board  the  homeward  cargoes — which,  as  already 
stated,  are  invariably  bulky — the  ships  have,  of  course,  to  call  and 
enter  here  on  the  return  voyages. 

The  following  return  shows  the  importance  of  this  district  as 
compared  with  the  entire  British  shipping  entering  Japanese 
ports : — 


Total  British  Shipping  Entering  all  Japanese  Ports  in  the 
undermentioned  Years. 


1873. 

1883. 

1893. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

405 

234,459 

580 

607,024 

1,360 

2,464,119 

Percentage  in  the  undermentioned  Districts. 


1873. 

1883. 

1893. 

District. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka  ... 

27 

32 

21 

26 

33 

34 

Yokohama 

34 

43 

19 

25 

24 

25 

The  following  return  shows  that  the  British  shipping  of  this 
district  has  increased  more  than  elevenfold  during  the  past  20 
years  : — 


British  Ships  Entered. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1873  

109 

74,081 

1883  

124 

159,298 

1893  

456 

844,373 

The  total  number  of  British  and  foreign  shipping  entered 
and  cleared  in  this  district  during  the  undermentioned  years  is : — 


Nationality. 

1873. 

1883. 

1893. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

,,  and  foreign 

283 

700 

204,609 

864,192 

247 

348 

315,750 

407,772 

907 

1,388 

1,678,586 

2,383,883 

(1806) 
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General 

remarks. 


While  on  the  subject  of  shipping,  it  is  of  great  interest  to 
note  that  the  coast  of  Japan  has  for  some  years  past  been  recog- 
nised as  being  one  of  the  best  lighted  in  the  world.  The  light- 
house system  is  admirably  managed. 

The  fluctuations  in  silver  and  its  depreciation  with  regard  to 
gold  having  attracted  much  attention  in  this  Empire,  the  Govern- 
ment appointed,  in  October  last,  a committee,  consisting  of  a 
president,  a vice-president,  and  20  members  selected  from  among 
the  Administration,  the  University  Staff,  the  members  of  the 
Diet,  and  others  of  recognised  weight  and  experience  in  financial 
matters. 

The  committee’s  labours  were  defined  to  be  : — 

1.  To  inquire  into  the  course  and  general  effect  of  the  recent 
fluctuations  in  the  relative  value  of  silver  and  gold. 

2.  To  determine  the  influence  and  effect  of  those  fluctuations 
on  the  finances  of  the  Empire. 

3.  To  decide  whether  those  fluctuations  necessitate  reform  in 
the  present  monetary  system,  and,  if  so,  what  standard  should  be 
adopted,  and  what  measures  taken  to  establish  such  new  standard. 

The  result  of  the  deliberations  is  being  looked  forward  to 
with  great  interest. 

With  reference  to  those  violent  fluctuations  and  the  steady 
fall  in  the  value  of  silver,  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Japan 
stated  in  his  address  at  the  annual  general  meeting  of  share- 
holders that  in  October  last  some  officers  of  the  bank  had  been 
despatched  to  India  and  the  United  States  to  investigate  and 
report  on  the  causes  and  effects  of  this  vital  problem. 

Cases  of  usury  excepted,  interest  was,  not  many  years  ago, 
as  high  as  30  per  cent,  per  annum,  but  the  following  return, 
based  on  investigations  instituted  by  the  Bankers’  Union  of 
Tokio,  shows  how  steady  and  great  the  fall  in  the  rate  has 
been : — 
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Year. 

Average  Rate 
of  Interest. 

Per  cent. 

1868 

18 

1869 

••1 

18 

1870 

18 

1871 

18 

1872 

18 

1873 

.. 

14 

1874 

14 

1875 

14 

1876 

15  '3 

1877 

• • • • 

, , 

, . 

12  6 

1878 

151 

1879 

16*3 

1880 

17  5 

1881 

16*8 

1882 

16-7 

1883 

10-8 

1884 

15*8 

1885 

11  4 

1886 

9-2 

1887 

8-75 

1888 

9 -67 

1889 

10-17 

1890 

10*50 

1891 

9-39 

1892 

8-37 

1893  (up  to  March) 

•• 

• • 

• • 

7*84 

A leading  Japanese  newspaper  has  recently  referred  to  com- 
plaints about  a great  scarcity  of  money  in  the  provinces,  and 
regards  it  as  an  indication  of  increased  prosperity,  the  reason  for 
this  opinion  being  the  custom  of  farmers  in  Japan,  when  making 
profits,  to  secretly  put  away  their  savings,  which  are  usually  not 
spent  for  many  a long  day,  or  until  hard  times  come. 

Leading  Japanese  newspapers  record  that  there  are  at  present 
in  Japan: — 1,006  joint  stock  companies  with  an  aggregate 
capital  of  101,762,349  dol. ; 131  national  banks  with  48,416,100 
dol.  capital,  and  sundry  railway  companies  with  a total  capital 
of  73,124,000  dol.  14  new  life  insurance  companies  were  started 
in  this  Empire  during  1893. 

In  connection  with  life  insurance  in  Japan  a curious  statement 
is  made  to  the  effect  that  on  an  average  out  of  every  three 
persons  who  insure  their  lives  one  fails  to  keep  up  the  policy. 

There  are  11  electric  light  companies  with  a paid  up  aggregate 
amount  of  1,674,713  dol.  out  of  a nominal  capital  representing 
2,477,250  dol. 

There  are  17  old  and  54  new  exchanges  in  Japan,  the  latter 
having  been  started  under  the  new  law  passed  quite  lately. 
Their  capital  is  estimated  at  2,700,000  dol.,  they  have  proved 
remarkably  profitable,  but  their  rapidly  increasing  number  may 
affect  shareholders  generally. 

“ According  to  returns  made  by  the  Home  Department  at  the 
end  of  1892,  published  in  the  ‘Official  Gazette/  the  total 
(1806)  c 2 
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number  of  periodicals  and  newspapers  published  in  the  country 
was  972.  Of  these  228  were  devoted  to  current  topics  and 
events,  11  to  law,  politics,  and  political  economy,  69  were  reli- 
gious organs,  251  were  devoted  to  education  and  fiction,  40  were 
supported  by  the  medical  profession,  167  treated  of  agricultural, 
commercial  and  industrial  matters,  and  26  were  utilised  for 
Government  notices.  During  1S92,  a total  of  244,203,066  news- 
papers and  magazines  were  printed;  or  163  per  diem  for  every 
10,000  of  the  population.  460  new  journals  were  brought  into 
being,  434  ceased  publication,  and  87  were  suspended.  Tokio 
heads  the  list  with  203  magazines  and  newspapers,  Osaka  coming 
next  with  57.  Kioto  stands  third  with  46.  Kanagawa  prefec- 
ture only  possesses  11  papers  and  magazines,  as  the  majority  of 
the  people  subscribe  to  the  Tokio  papers.  Of  prefectures,  that 
of  Hiogo  publishes  the  greatest  number,  namely  36  ; Iwate  has 
the  fewest,  only  two.  The  number  of  newspapers  and  magazines 
published  in  1890  was  716,  and  766  in  1891.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  the  newspaper  enterprise  is  an  increasing  one  from  year 
to  year.” 

The  latest  report  published  by  the  Department  of  Education 
shows  that  at  the  end  of  1892  the  total  number  of  children  that 
ought  to  have  attended  school  throughout  Japan  was  7,356,724, 
and  that  of  these  497,106  boys  and  1,584,079  girls  were  unable 
to  attend  owing  to  a want  of  the  necessary  funds  for  school 
fees. 

In  Osaka,  at  the  end  of  1892,  the  number  of  agricultural, 
industrial,  and  commercial  companies  was  444,  with  a total  capital 
of  nearly  28,000,000  dol.,  and  52  national  and  private  banks, 
with  a total  capital  of  upwards  of  7,000,000  dol. 

Since  the  Commercial  La\v  came  into  existence  the  number 
and  constitution  of  these  concerns  have  been  much  modified,  and 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  179,  with  an  aggregate 
capital  of  upwards  of  34,000,000  dol. 

With  the  avowed  object  of  making  Japan  self-supplying  in 
the  matter  of  sugar,  and  so  put  an  end  to  the  import  of  that 
staple,  some  wealthy  merchants  of  Osaka  and  Tokio,  availing 
themselves  of  a recent  general  meeting  of  cotton  spinners  in 
Osaka,  have  started  a scheme  for  erecting  a large  refinery  on  a 
suitable  site  somewhere  between  Osaka  and  Kobe.  It  is 
currently  reported  that  the  opinion  of  the  managing  committee 
is  strongly  in  favour  of  erecting  the  factory  at  IIio<jo,  where  it 
seems  that  labour  and  the  price  of  coal  are  cheap  as  compared 
with  other  places. 

The  capital  with  which  the  company  is  to  start,  said  to  be 
fixed  at  1,000,000  dol.,  is  to  be  raised  in  Tokio,  Osaka,  and  Kobe, 
in  shares  of  50  dol.  each. 

The  output  is  at  present  estimated  at  a little  over  100,000 
piculs. 

The  alternative  plan  for  operations  as  proposed  in  the  pros- 
pectus is  either  to  encourage  the  cultivation  in  Japan  of  sugar,  or 
to  import  the  raw  material.  The  latter  seems  for  the  present  the 
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more  feasible,  as  the  cost  of  production  is  very  much  against 
this  country. 

In  Kagoshima,  situated  in  the  south  of  the  Island  of  Kiushiu, 
the  cost  per  100  lbs.  is  5 dol.  84  c.,  and  sometimes  even  as  high 
as  7 dol.  36  c. ; in  the  Loo  Choo  Islands  it  is  4 dol.  31  c.,  whereas 
in  the  Philippines  it  is  only  1 dol.  67  c. 

It  is  also  rumoured  that  arrangements  for  the  erection  of  a 
sugar  refinery,  with  a capital  of  750,000  dol.,  at  Yaeyama,  in 
the  Okinawa  Ken  (Loo  Choo  Islands)  have  been  completed. 

At  this  port  a Japanese  company  is  being  formed,  with  a 
capital  of  350,000  dol.,  to  dig  a canal,  through  a long  land-spit, 
known  as  Wada  Point,  and  so  shorten  the  distance  to  Hiogo  for 
ships  of  small  draught  running  in  the  Inland  Sea. 

The  question  of  radical  and  much -needed  improvements  in 
the  drainage  systems  of  Osaka  and  Kobe  is  receiving  careful 
attention.  The  authorities  of  the  former  city  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  faulty  sewerage  is  a prime  cause  of  constantly- 
recurring  zymotic  diseases,  and  that  no  permanent  relief  is 
obtainable  by  the  annual  expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money  for 
sanitary  purposes. 

It  is,  therefore,  proposed  to  change  the  entire  sewerage  system 
at  a cost  of  about  700,000  dol.  The  works  will  necessarily  be  of 
a very  extensive  nature,  and  are  calculated  to  occupy  about  5 
years.  The  approval  of  the  City  Assembly  has  not  yet  been 
obtained,  but  no  serious  opposition  is  anticipated. 

It  has  been  rumoured  since  the  above  was  written  that  some 
of  the  spinning  mill  owners  of  Osaka  contemplate  starting  a 
spinning  bank,  that  is,  one  devoted  solely  to  the  cotton  spinning 
interests,  with  a capital  of  1,000,000  dol. 

It  is  also  stated  that  steel  works  are  to  be  established  very 
shortly  at  Sakai,  a rising  town  close  to  Osaka,  and  noted  for  its 
cutlery  ware. 

Railway  construction  has  made  steady  progress  since  1872,  Railways, 
when  the  Tokio-Yokohama  line  was  completed. 

The  total  mileage  of  all  railways  in  operation  on  March  31, 

1893,  was  1,877  miles  *05  chains.  Of  this  557  miles  are  Govern- 
ment lines,  averaging  a cost  of  60,667  dol.  per  mile.  The  most 
costly  portion  was  the  Tokio-Yokohama  section,  begun  in  April, 

1870,  and  completed  in  September,  1872,  its  length  being  18 
miles,  and  the  average  cost  per  mile  163,457  dol.  The  cheapest 
was  the  Otsu-Nagahama  section,  begun  February,  1888,  and 
completed  July,  1889,  its  length  being  48  miles,  and  the  average 
cost  34,008  dol.  per  mile. 

Private  railways  were  commenced  in  1888,  much  attention 
being  devoted  to  them  till  1892,  when  financial  reasons  inter- 
vened, and  the  ardour  temporarily  cooled  off. 

Towards  the  end  of  1893,  however,  some  62  applications  were 
under  consideration  by  the  Railway  Council,  who,  according  to 
Japanese  journals,  are  somewhat  perplexed  how  to  deal  with  these 
numerous  schemes.  The  total  mileage  is  some  1,400  miles  repre- 
senting a capital  of  56,200,000  dol. 
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Six  applications  were  accepted  and  five  rejected.  The 
remainder  were  held  over  for  further  consideration. 

It  is  also  stated  that,  exclusive  of  the  above,  several  other 
private  lines,  with  lengths  varying  between  9 miles  and  43  miles, 
have  been  sanctioned,  the  total  mileage  being  264,  and  the  capital 
involved  9,245,000  dol. 

What  with  the  lines  already  sanctioned,  those  approved  of 
and  likely  to  be  sanctioned,  Japan  will  within  the  next  20  or  30 
years  have  some  4,600  miles  of  railway. 

The  average  profit  on  Government  lines  is  rather  more  than 
6 per  cent. ; that  of  private  lines  slightly  in  excess  of  5 per  cent. 
Some  of  the  latter  have,  however,  earned  considerably  in  excess, 
the  profit  for  1893  on  the  Nippon  Railway,  running  north  of 
Tokio,  being  10  per  cent.,  and  that  of  the  small  Haukai  line  from 
Osaka  to  Sakai  15  per  cent. 

The  local  portion,  and  possibly  the  most  important  section,  of 
the  Grand  Trunk  Line  of  Japan,  connecting  from  this  port  with 
the  Government  line  and  the  Nippon  Railway  system — the  Sanyo 
Railway — will  very  shortly  be  opened  up  to  Hiroshima,  about 
one-half  of  the  whole  length  up  to  Shimonoseki,  where,  after 
crossing  the  Straits,  it  joins  the  Kiushiu  system.  The  entire  line 
is  expected  to  be  completed  within  two  years. 

While  on  this  subject  some  allusion  may  be  made  to  the 
works  commenced  last  year  by  the  Kobu  Railway  Company,  with 
a view  to  connecting  the  present  terminus  at  Shinjiku,  the 
western  suburb  of  Tokio,  with  Misakicho  in  Kanda,  an  open 
space  opposite  the  Koishikawa  Arsenal,  and  formerly  used  as  a 
parade  ground  by  the  Artillery  Division  of  the  Imperial  Guards. 

This  loop  line,  a little  over  4 miles  long,  was  commenced  in 
July  last,  and  will  take  about  one  year  to  complete ; it  runs 
through  the  city,  and  the  work  is  consequently  slow. 

The  most  difficult  portion  is  the  construction  of  a tunnel 
about  1,000  feet  in  length,  presenting  many  difficulties,  and 
being,  moreover,  expensive,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  soil,  the 
proximity  of  stone  and  brick  buildings,  and,  above  all,  the  near- 
ness of  the  top  of  the  tunnel  to  the  surface  of  the  ground. 

The  cost  is  estimated  at  about  500,000  dol.,  and  when  com- 
pleted the  line  will  serve  to  draw  population  to  certain  suburbs 
which  have  up  to  now  been  comparatively  neglected. 

When  the  line  has  been  extended,  as  contemplated,  to  the 
Shitaya  district,  Tokio  will  have  a metropolitan  system  of 
railway  very  little,  if  at  all,  inferior  to  that  of  Paris  or  Berlin. 

One  feature  of  railway  enterprise  in  this  Empire  is,  in  the 
near  future,  an  elevated  line  in  Tokio. 

That  railways  in  Japan  are  paying  concerns  is  shown  by  the 
following  return  of  the  principal  railway  companies*  shares,  and 
of  their  annual  dividend  up  to  the  end  of  June  last: — 


HIOGO  AND  OSAKA. 


37 


Railway  Company. 

Sum  Paid  up 
per  Share. 

Dividend. 

Price. 

Ratio  of 
Dividend  to 
Price. 

Yen. 

Per  cent. 

Yen. 

Per  cent. 

Nippon 

50 

10 

104 

4*8 

Ryomo  .. 

50 

8 

79 

5 

Kobu  •• 

45 

10 

111 

4 

Kwansai 

47 

4 

60 

3-1 

Sanyo  

27 

4-5 

32 

3*7 

Kiushiu . . . . . . 

38 

4*7 

40 

4 4 

Tanko  . . . . 

50 

7-5 

80 

47 

While  on  the  subject  of  railways  it  may  not  be  out  of  place 
to  state  that  there  is  talk  of  some  practical  steps  being  taken  in 
the  direction  of  increasing  the  speed  on  all  railways,  particularly 
on  the  Kobe-Tokio  trunk  line,  376  English  miles  in  length. 

On  this  line  the  journey  takes  19J  hours,  the  average  speed 
being  less  than  20  miles  per  hour. 

A large  railway  project,  affecting  the  central  portion  of  this 
Empire,  is  said  to  be  on  foot,  and  the  original  scheme  of  con- 
necting Tokio  and  Osaka  via  what  is  known  as  the  u Nakasendo” 
seems  likely  to  be  revived.  The  proposed  line  will  run  through 
important  timber,  silk,  cereals,  porcelain,  woven  fabrics,  and 
lacquer-producing  districts.  The  total  length  will  be  338  miles, 
and  the  cost  is  estimated  at  21,000,000  dol. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Ports  of  Hiogo  and 
Osaka  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 


Cotton  manufactures— 
Handkerchiefs 

Threads  

Yams 

Piece-goods — 

Chintzes  

Satins  ...  

Shirtings  

T-cloths  

Turkey-reds 

Velvets 

Victoria  lawns 
Miscellaneous 


Total 


Cotton — 

Raw  ...  

Unginned  

Total 

Woollen  manufactures— 

Blankets  

Cloth 

Flannels  

Italian  cloth 

Mousseline  de  laine  ... 
Miscellaneous  piece-goods 

Wool  

Yarn  


Total  ... 


Metals — 

Iron — 

Bar 

Nails 

Pig  

Plate 

Rail 

Ware 

Wire 

Sundry  ... 

Lead  

Steel  and  steelware 

Tin  

Zinc  

Miscellaneous... 

Total  ... 

Kerosene  oil 


Rice  

,,  other  grains 

Total  ... 


Sugar- 

Brown  

White 

Miscellaneous 

Total 

Miscellaneous — 

Arms  and  munitions  of 
Ale,  beer,  and  porter 
Beans,  peas,  and  pulse 
Boilers,  steam 
Books  and  stationery 
Carts  and  drays  ... 
Clocks  and  watches  ... 
Clothing  ... 


1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Dozen 

172,228 

11,693 

168,347 

11,920 

Lbs. 

146,995 

9,229 

126,118 

8,306 

i, 

10,364,519 

481,497 

17,819,843 

529,262 

Yards  ... 

2,068,237 

22,272 

2,015,513 

22,8S5 

4,621,508 

86,195 

3,018,903 

55,192 

21,094,508 

163,559 

19,115,041 

149,710 

1,701,169 

14,402 

874,542 

7,565 

2,784,862 

23,030 

3,039,919 

26,036 

1,228,302 

30,127 

1,438,055 

35,954 

n 

1,218,943 

8,530 

... 

... 

... 

... 

13,125 

... 

15,735 

... 

... 

863,659 

... 

862,645 

Lbs. 

99,321,835 

1,650,240 

80,973,051 

1,280,935 

n 

29,292,576 

115,376 

44,610,712 

184,742 

»t  ••• 

128,614,411 

1,765,616 

125,583,763 

1,465,677 

LbS. 

794,897 

49,488 

577,535 

36,267 

Yards 

331,219 

36,434 

234,438 

27,573 

>1  ••• 

2,144,457 

100,652 

1,739,106 

86,460 

It  ... 

2,197,641 

68,542 

2,049,675 

70,829 

11  ... 

8,894,728 

173,263 

8,809,565 

172,999 

... 

12,812 

... 

20,786 

Lbs. 

600,655 

17,035 

225,004 

9,053 

n 

190,840 

20,615 

150,491 

17,683 

••• 

... 

478,841 

... 

441,650 

Tons 

8,230 

51,103 

9,526 

63,623 

i)  ... 

5,417 

53,250 

5,607 

56,534 

ii 

14,034 

40,949 

8,855 

27,590 

it 

2,305 

14,213 

1,701 

12,119 

ii  ••• 

11,062 

45,409 

1,159 

7,916 

... 

... 

26,524 

15,407 

Tona 

693 

8,079 

”*  602 

10,825 

... 

... 

22,711 

... 

15,303 

Tons 

1,354 

25,244 

2,761 

35,340 

••• 

... 

40,648 

... 

19,734 

Tons 

92 

8,022 

88 

9,219 

2,430 

50,481 

1,797 

38,756 

... 

... 

23,371 

... 

25,198 

... 

... 

410,004 

... 

337,564 

Gallons  ... 

26,078,553 

290,013 

13,157,805 

200,776 

Tons 

54,915 

288,046 

35,735 

229,594 

... 

... 

29,152 

... 

8,307 

... 

... 

317,198 

... 

237,901 

Tons 

12,128 

109,501 

9,109 

92,947 

>>  ••• 

29,563 

460,884 

29,166 

454,363 

» 

3,062 

5,833 

1,540 

3,194 

••• 

44,753 

575,718 

39,815 

549,804 

12,690 

12,158 

... 

••• 

5,484 

... 

8,309 

Tons 

81,812 

392,005 

73,023 

322,106 

••• 

*»• 

14,390 

••• 

5,729 

... 

34,810 

... 

39,357 

15,301 

••• 

... 

... 

- 

21,463 

16,891 

••• 

| 

15,663 

... 

13,377 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Torts  of  Hiogo  and 
Osaka  during  the  Years  1893-92 — continued. 


Articles. 

1893 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.  } 

Value. 

Miscellaneous— continued— 
Chemicals  and  drugs—  . 
Alcohol  

Tons 

564 

£ 

9,633 

469 

£ 

11,378 

Bicarbonate  of  soda 

,;d  Ml 

918 

5,953 

695 

4,450 

Caustic  soda  

... 

1,872 

16,303 

1,719 

15,621 

Salicylic  acid  

Lbs. 

51,117 

13,747  j 

35,616 

9,485 

Carbolic  acid  

81,191 

1,566 

Potash — 

Chlorate  of  

2,914,198 

89,730  | 

1,737,179 

39,464 

Other  

... 

23,015 

5,202 

40,600 

6,471 

Phosphorous  amorphous ... 

160,300 

20,588 

105,347 

11,809 

Miscellaneous  drugs 

82,325 

... 

70,714 

Dried  sardines,  for  manure 

Tons 

*1,936 

8,498 

1,861 

8,382 

Dyes  and  paints — 

Aniline  

Lbs. 

322,872 

24,128 

314,724 

25,850 

Logwood,  extract  of 

J» 

796,393 

13,816 

670,901 

12,092 

Vermilion 

48,145 

4,977 

46,909 

51,483 

6,112 

Miscellaneous  

... 

39,704 

Glass  and  glassware 

35,159 

598,200 

26,659 

Gunny  bags 

Number  ... 

1,06*4,600 

13,733 

7 ,755 

Hats  and  caps 

Dozen 

31,356 

25,317 

25,342 

24,802 

Hides  

49,460 

49,570 

Indiarubber  ware  

3,810 

4,903 

Instruments 

... 

... 

2,654 

... 

2,960 

Lard  and  tallow  

Tons 

168 

2,866 

Leather  

Lbs. 

69*0,734 

31*548 

832,723 

39,159 

Locomotive  engines 

... 

24,865 

... 

7,313 

Machinery — 

Spinning  

238,028 

... 

45,262 

Other  

... 

58,518 

... 

37,698 

Mats  

... 

... 

8,071 

7,613 

Oil-cakes  

Tons 

15,415 

54,097 

24,059 

84,858 

Oil- 

Castor,  for  lubricating  ... 

Lbs. 

229,277 

1,962 

208,155 

1,858 

4,035 

Cocoa-nut 

a ... 

470,505 

4,054 

537,043 

Paraffin-wax 

2,373,753 

18,235 

2,298,551 

28,459 

Portland  cement  

Tons 

668 

1,136 

1,127 

2,095 

Provisions  

... 

26,575 

... 

31,805 

Railway  carriages  

... 

11,135 

... 

3,825 

Rattans  

... 

... 

5,535 

6,107 

Steamers  

Number  ... 

8 

51,665 

5 

52,363 

Satins,  silk  and  cotton  mix- 
tures   

Yards 

85,107 

5,790 

202,423 

15,660 

Textile  fabrics,  miscel- 
laneous, raw  materials 
thereof  

67,766 

40,951 

Tobacco  

• •• 

... 

11,975 

... 

Tortoiseshells'1 

... 

2,308 

2, *866 

Wines  and  spirits 

M| 

7,160 

5,872 

Miscellaneous  v. 

... 

... 

96,308 

... 

99,802 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

... 

... 

1,710,479 

... 

1,318,141 

Recapitulation — 
Cotton  manufactures 

863,659 

862,645 

„ raw  

Lbs.*"  ... 

128,61*4,411 

1,765,616 

114,43*1,085 

1,465,677 

Woollen  manufactures 

... 

478,841 

441,650 

Metals 

... 

410,004 

... 

337,564 

Kerosene  oil 

Gallons  ... 

26,078,553 

290,013 

13,157,805 

200,776 

Rice  and  other  grain 

... 

317,198 

... 

237,901 

Sugar  

Tons 

44,753 

575,718 

39,815 

549,804 

Miscellaneous ... 

... 

1,710,479 

1,318,141 

Grand  total  .M 

... 

... 

6,411,528 

... 

5,414,158 

40 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Ports  of  Hiogo 
and  Osaka  during  the  Years  1893-92. 


Articles. 


Bice  

Tea- 
Green — 

Pan-fired  

Basket-fired 

Dust  

Sundry 


Total  ... 


Metals— 
Antimony 
Brass  wire 

Bronze 

Copper- 
Bar  and  slab 

Ingot 

Sundry 


Total 

Dried  fish — 

Cuttle 

Iriko  or  beche-de-mer 

Shell-fish  

Shrimps  

Sundry 


Total  ... 


Coal  

Miscellaneous — 

Bamboo  

,,  ware 

Bronze  

Camphor  

„ oil 

Clothing  and  apparel 

Copper  ware 

Cotton  manufactures 
Drugs,  miscellaneous 

Fans  

Feathers  and  furs  ... 

Fish  oil 

Gall-nuts  

Ginseng  

Glassware  

Kauten,  isinglass 
Lacquered  ware 

Matches  

Matting  

Mushrooms  ... 

Paper  ware  

Porcelain  ware 

Bags  

Bapeseed  

„ oil 

Screens 

Seaweed 

Shells 

Silk- 

Raw,  waste 

Manufactures  .. 
Soap  ...  ...  .. 

Straw  plaits 

Sulphuric  acid 
Timber  and  planks  ... 
Umbrellas 
Wax,  vegetable 
Miscellaneous 


Total 


1893. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

j Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Tons 

66,686 

464,519 

62,918 

527,915 

Lbs. 

15,208,169 

344,735 

16,595,043 

400,581 

318,916 

8,854 

2,582,644 

1 1 ,465 

2,540,558 

12,069 

n ••• 

372,512 

2,916 

611,603 

4,112 

18,163,325 

! 359,116 

20,066,120 

425,616 

Tons 

1,303 

23,551 

1,219 

23,560 

149 

6,667 

210 

9,825 

n ••• 

412 

11,668 

265 

7,494 

6,877 

278,400 

7,712 

314,047 

941 

35,169 

1,341 

51,287 

15,354 

212 

13,501 

... 

370,809 

10,959 

419,714 

Tons 

1,786 

53,432 

1,599 

50,183 

108 

6,384 

104 

7,556 

188 

8,856 

167 

7,523 

724 

22,280 

743 

23,836 

... 

» 

248 

4,143 

284 

2,457 

j 

3,054 

95,095 

2,897 

91,555  « 

Tons 

52,238 

25,921 

58,050 

36,900 

15,577 

15,672 

... 

26,812 

... 

26,604 

7,556 

... 

10,828 

Tons 

* 1,426 

162,158 

1,713 

174,603 

264 

3,084 

416 

5,019 

... 

20,940 

... 

"j 

8,815 

••• 

125,611 

... 

58J71 

... 

20,889 

... 

25,853 

Number  ... 

15,217,171 

49,883 

10,249,390 

41,626 

... 

12,081 

... 

8,730 

Tons 

*1,048 

8,471 

Lbs. 

417,228 

6,715 

321,762 

*4,961 

n ... 

62,652 

11,833 

89,352 

17,240 

... 

26,458 

19,491 

Lbs. 

1,743,801 

79,613 

2,87*1,171 

76,006 

... 

20,659 

17,967 

Gross 

13,049,656 

437,833 

8,964,388 

308,396 

220,413 

168,019 

... 

Lbs."*  ... 

1,120,573 

47,269 

1,068,737 

47,564 

••• 

9,177 

... 

12,883 

... 

107,962 

116,687 

Tons 

5,435 

30,336 

*5,715 

28,712 

»> 

211 

1,388 

1,837 

13,610 

»»  ••• 

897 

13,864 

950 

14,524 

Number  ... 

123,765 

39,370 

123,007 

46,512 

Tons 

1,497 

6,579 

3,266 

16,604 

... 

... 

... 

3,990 

... 

6,588 

... 

53,950 

... 

59,439 

1 

|(t 

16,789 

... 

17,301 

••• 

11,787 

... 

Bundles  ... 

310,419 

16,194 

110,709 

7,011 

5,562 

... 

2,699 

... 

15,752 

... 

19,982 

Number  ... 

1,921,326 

68,326 

1,069,732 

44,732 

Tons 

1,860 

47,578 

1,416 

40,000 

... 

240,127 

... 

247,497 

- 

- 

... 

2,001,401 

... 

1,722,131 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Ports  of  Hiogo 
and  Osaka  during  the  Years  1893-92 — continued. 


1893. 


1892. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Recapitulation — 

Rice  

Tons 

66,686 

£ 

464,519 

62,918 

£ 

527,915 

Tea  

Lbs. 

18,163,325 

359,116 

20,066,120 

425,616 

Metals 

... 

370,809 

419,714 

•Pried  fish  

Tons 

**3,054 

95,095 

**£,897 

91,555 

Coal  ...  ...  ... 

,, 

52,238 

25,921 

58,050 

36,900 

Miscellaneous 

2,001,401 

1,722,131 

Grand  total  ... 

... 

... 

3,316,861 

3,223,831 

Table  III. — Return  of  all  Shipping  Entered  at  the  Ports  of  Hiogo 
and  Osaka  during  the  Year  1893. 


Nationality. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

440 

817,601 

16 

26,772 

456 

844,373 

Japanese  ... 

327 

307,640 

*■  • 

327 

307,640 

German 

128 

131,280 

3 

5,813 

131 

137,093 

French 

52 

115,910 

1 

1,320 

53 

117,230 

American  ... 

14 

35,696 

9 

14,776 

23 

50, 472 

Austrian  ... 

13 

30,500 

• •• 

• •• 

13 

30,500 

Norwegian ... 

21 

14,392 

1 

843 

22 

15,235 

Chinese  ... 

2 

2,422 

2 

2,422- 

Russian 

2 

1,426 

... 

o 

1,426 

Corean 

2 

888 

2 

888 

Ecuadorian... 

... 

*"l 

*778 

1 

778 

Total 

1,001 

1,457,755 

31 

50,302 

1,032 

1,508,057 

Table  V. — Return  of  Registered  Foreign  Residents  and  Firms  at  Hiogo  and  Osaka  on  December  31,  1893, 
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Table  VI. — Deliveries  of  Petroleum  m Kobe  during  the  Years  1891-93 
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Deliveries  of  Petroleum  in  Yokohama  during  the  Years 

1892-93. 


1892. 

1893. 

Month. 

American 

Oil. 

Russian 

Oil. 

American 

Oil. 

Russian. 

Oil. 

Cases. 

Cases. 

Cases. 

Cases. 

January..  ..  .. 

165,810 

44,346 

69,329 

77,573 

63,427 

February  . . . . 

110,921 

30,905 

59,111 

March  . . . • 

110,007 

34,995 

94,317 

45,350 

April  . . 

90,500 

29,539 

66,767 

55,817 

May 

82,555 

26,219 

77,291 

44,554 

June 

95,961 

41,138 

79,026 

45,077 

July  ., 

99,821 

45,342 

88,447 

48,685 

August  ..  ..  .. 

142,055 

55,619 

80,260 

51,954 

September  . . . . 

124,140 

51,042 

111,755 

78,945 

October . . . . 

139,719 

56,743 

124,296 

119,087 

N ovember 

163,679 

83,554 

63,994 

187,759 

Decembef  . • 

207,456 

76,192 

52,934 

157,589 

Total  . . 

1,532,624 

575,634 

j 

985,989 

957,355 

/ 

Grand  total  . . 

2,108,258 

1,943,344 

Table  VII. — Average  Market  Value  of  Petroleum  in  Kobe  during  the  Years  1891—9 
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Table  VIII. — Betuen  of  Fluctuations  in  Exchange  at  Hiogo 
(Kobe)  (luring  the  Year  1893. 


Month. 

Private 
4 Months’  on 
London 
Credits. 

Private 
4 Mouths’  on 
Paris. 

Private 
10  Days’  on 
Shanghai. 

Private 
30  Days’  on 
New  York. 

s. 

d. 

Fr. 

c. 

Cents. 

Cents. 

January  ..  < 

highest 

2 

»t 

3 

55 

72  . 

684 

lowest 

2 

91 

3 

53 

72 

674 

February  - 

highest 

2 

9f 

3 

54 

72| 

684 

lowest 

2 

9f 

3 

52 

724 

674 

March  . . j 

i highest 

2 

94 

3 

53 

734 

68 

| lowest 

2 

H 

3 

48 

72# 

664 

April  ..  -j 

r highe.'t 

2 

9| 

3 

52 

73| 

674 

[ lowest 

2 

9 

3 

49 

734 

67 

May  ..  -J 

' highest 

2 

9f 

3 

54 

734 

684 

L lowest 

2 

9 

3 

47 

724 

67 

June  . . j 

’ highest 

2 

9| 

3 

54 

734 

684 

[ lowest 

2 

6 

3 

25 

73 

61 

July  ..j 

f highest 

2 

74 

3 

37 

73 

64 

[ lowest 

2 

51 

3 

23 

714 

604 

August  ..  -j 

f highest 

2 

6S 

3 

27 

73 

62# 

[ lowest 

2 

64 

3 

19 

724 

6H 

September..  - 

f highest 
( lowest 

2 

2 

6i 

5| 

3 

3 

22 

17 

734 

73 

614 

60| 

October  . . - 

f highest 

2 

6# 

3 

17 

734 

604 

[_  lowest 

2 

44 

3 

06 

734 

58 

November. . < 

f highest 

2 

54 

3 

12 

734 

594 

( lowest. 

2 

4* 

3 

02 

72| 

57 

December. . - 

f highest 
1 lowest 

2 

2 

5 

4 

3 

2 

05 

97 

73 

724 

584 

564 

HetueN  of  Fluctuations  in  Exchange  for  Bank  Demand  Drafts 
on  India  at  Hiogo  (Kobe)  during  the  Year  1893. 


Month. 

Per  1 00  Mexican  Dollars. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

January  to  May  . . 

Rupees. 

221 

Rupees. 

221 

June 

221 

190 

July 

192 

176 

August  . . 

196 

192 

September 

195 

193 

October  . . 

194 

190 

November 

189 

184 

December 

•• 

185 

180 

(1800) 
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0 IX. — Statement  showing  the  Names  of  the  Existing  Cotton  Spinning  Companies  of  Japan,  the  Number  of 
Spindles  at  Work,  the  Amount  of  Yarn  Produced,  the  Quantities  of  Cotton  and  Coal  consumed,  and  the  Number  of 
Working  Days  used  during  the  Six  Months  ended  June  30,  1893,  together  with  the  Average  Dajly  Calculations 
of  the  Number  of  Working  Hours,  and  the  Number  of  Employes  and  the  Amount  of  their  .Remuneration. 
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Sir  H.  MacDonell  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley . 

My  Lord,  Lisbon , July  9,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship  a 
printed  copy*  of  the  Report  of  the  Portuguese  Government  to 
the  King  on  the  subject  of  the  Financial  Situation  of  this 
Country.  I also  enclose  a translation  of  the  most  important  part 
of  this  document,  and  a precis  of  the  rest  of  it. 

The  Report  is  followed  by  a Royal  Decree  dated  the  28th 
ultimo  authorising  the  Government  to  levy  the  taxes  and  to  defray 
the  public  expenditure  in  accordance  with  the  last  Budget 
sanctioned  by  the  Law  of  June  30,  1893. 

By  another  Decree  of  the  same  date  the  Government  have 
modified  the  Law  of  June  21,  1893,  respecting  the  industrial  tax. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  G.  MACDONELL. 
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PORTUGAL. 


Finance 
Department : 
report  to  tlie 
King. 


Translation  from  the  Official  Journal  of  June  80,  1894. 


Sire, 

As  a new  financial  year  is  approaching,  with  respect  to  which 
it  is  necessary  to  adopt  some  measures  in  order  to  prevent  any 
interruption  in  the  recovery  of  the  receipts  and  in  the  payment  of 
the  public  expenses,  we  have  to  lay  before  your  Majesty  and  the 
country  the  state  of  public  finances,  and  to  settle  the  best  means 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  public  administration  until  the 
legislature  shall  be  able  to  pronounce  their  opinion  and  adopt  a 
decision. 

It  was  our  intention  to  lay  before  the  Cortes  a long  statement 
of  the  economical  and  financial  facts  which  have  taken  place 
accompanied  by  the  measures  proposed  by  us,  and  which  we 
consider  to  be  best  adapted  to  meet  the  actual  state  of  the  finances. 

Circumstances  have,  however,  altered  our  intention.  Parlia- 
ment has  been  convoked  for  October  1.  We  reserve  until  then 
the  full  justification  of  our  acts,  in  conformity  with  the  fixed 
purpose  which  we  have  formed,  to  secure  by  all  means  and  in 
spite  of  every  difficulty  the  re-establishment  of  the  resources  of 
the  nation,  as  well  as  a more  prosperous  and  easy  existence  than 
that  of  the  last  few  years. 

The  course  pursued  by  this  Government  may  have  been 
abnormal,  but  the  situation  in  which  they  were  placed  was  also 
abnormal,  and  the  various  embarrassments  and  incidents  which 
occurred  during  the  period  of  struggle  which,  let  it  be  openly  said, 
was  both  arduous  and  decisive  for  the  country,  were  also  of  an 
abnormal  character.  Ho  doubt  the  responsibility  assumed  at 
times  by  the  Government,  the  difficulties  with  which  we  had  to 
contend,  and  the  trials  to  which  we  were  exposed  were  full  of  risks. 
It  is  the  duty  of  a Government  to  govern  when  the  action  of  the 
Government  is  precisely  the  very  first  condition  required  to  over- 
come the  difficulties  surrounding  them. 

We  assumed  office  when,  after  the  declaration  had  been  made 
that  the  Treasury  was  unable  to  meet  its  engagements,  and  after 
the  publication  of  the  Decree  of  June  13, 1892,  which  attempted  to 
fix  the  amount  of  reduction  to  be  made  in  the  payment  of  the 
charges  of  the  Public  Debt,  the  proposed  settlement  was  upset  in 
consequence  of  the  vehement  protests  of  the  foreign  creditors  and 
of  the  claims  which  were  daily  becoming  more  and  more  pressing 
on  the  part  of  the  Governments  by  whom  they  were  supported. 
In  Germany,  in  France,  in  Belgium,  and  Holland,  and  even  in 
England,  where  the  Government,  however,  abstained  from  interfer- 
ing in  the  matter,  there  were  strong  attacks  in  the  public  press, 
the  echo  of  the  clamour  raised  by  those  who,  when  the  Convention 
to  which  they  had  been  invited  to  agree  was  cancelled,  were 
suddenly  placed  under  a regime  which  they  qualified  as  spoliatory 
and  arbitrary. 

The  endeavours  of  the  Government,  in  a matter  of  a difficult 
and  complicated  nature,  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  a successful 
result  which  while  meeting  with  the  assent  of  the  parties  interested, 
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should  not  compromise  the  resources  of  the  Treasury,  thus  prevent- 
ing that  financial  restoration  which  was  absolutely  necessary  for  us, 
and  without  at  the  same  time  effecting  the  formal  conclusion  of 
a Convention  which  would  have  been  at  the  time  not  only  difficult, 
but  also  imprudent,  are  proved  by  the  very  facts  which  occurred. 

In  a few  months  the  Government  presented  to  Parliament  a 
settlement  of  the  question  which  was  adopted  without  any  repug- 
nance, almost  without  discussion.  The  claims  of  foreign  Govern- 
ments then  ceased ; and  the  mode  of  payment  of  the  public  debt 
was  settled  for  an  undefined  period. 

We  did  more.  At  the  same  time  that  we  endeavoured  to  free  the 
country  from  this  pressing  international  question,  we  devoted  our  at- 
tention to  our  internal  economy, and  revised  every  item  in  the  budget. 
By  rectifying  the  receipts,  by  suppressing  or  decreasing  a good  many 
expenses  inserted  therein,  we  endeavoured  as  much  as  possible  to 
limit  ourselves  to  our  resources  in  order  not  to  destroy  our  credit 
which  had  been  so  rudely  shaken.  The  financial  year  about  to 
expire  confirms  our  estimates,  and  is  a proof,  in  view  of  the 
accuracy  of  the  figures  quoted,  that  in  the  case  of  nations,  as  it  is 
with  individuals,  to  wish  a thing  is  tantamount  to  doing  it. 

There  were  two  other  questions  pending,  of  an  international 
character,  weighing  over  us  in  such  a pressing  manner  that  their 
settlement  was  forced  upon  us  for  the  relief  of  the  Government 
and  for  the  credit  of  the  country,  namely  the  railway  and  harbour 
works  of  Lisbon. 

The  former  had  long  been  running  a trammelled  course,  and 
it  affected  such  divergent  interests  that  it  was  a difficult  task  to 
adopt  a resolution,  upon  past  errors,  which  might  from  its  concilia- 
tory nature  meet  with  the  necessary  general  approval,  and  also 
cautiously  provide  against  future  disorders.  After  what  had 
passed,  the  credit  of  the  country  required  that  the  proper  reorgani- 
sation of  the  company  charged  with  the  working  of  our  most 
extensive  line  of  railway  should  be  effected.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  continuation  of  the  harbour  works  of  Lisbon  had  become  an 
absolute  necessity  which  could  not  be  set  aside,  and  it  was  requisite 
to  define  its  essential  elements,  and  to  fix  the  mode  of  proceeding 
in  view  of  the  complaints  to  which  the  revision  of  the  contract 
made  by  the  State  had  given  rise. 

Parliament  empowered  Government  to  settle  these  questions; 
it  was  easy  to  do  so,  the  difficulty  was,  however,  to  find  a way  of 
putting  an  end  to  disputes  which,  through  the  lack  of  a settlement, 
had  been  aggravated. 

The  negotiations  for  this  purpose  were  long,  laborious,  and  even 
acute  in  their  various  phases  ; but  as  far  as  they  depended  .upon  the 
Government  they  have  been  concluded,  and  we  can  say  that  our 
conscience  tells  us  that  the  interests  of  the  Treasury  and  of  the 
country  have  been  attended  to  as  far  as  possible.  The  works  which 
are  to  be  carried  out  in  the  port  of  Lisbon  have  been  fixed  with 
the  assent  of  our  best  engineers,  and  the  construction  of  the  same 
has  been  secured  in  accordance  with  the  sum  voted.  The  railway 
question,  now  unfettered  from  international  obstacles,  is  only  wait- 
(1831) 
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ing  for  tlie  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  parties  interested  therein 
in  confirmation,  before  the  Court  of  Justice,  of  the  agreement  come 
to  with  those  who  fought  strongly  on  behalf  of  their  own  cause 
under  the  protection  accorded  to  them  by  the  Governments  of 
France,  Germany,  and  Spain. 

At  the  same  time,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  accorded  in  the 
law  of  February  26, 1892,  the  Government  regulated  the  precarious 
condition  of  the  Oporto  banks  ; they  succeeded  in  getting  all  the 
banks,  with  the  exception  of  the  bank  “ Alliai^a,”  which  was  able 
to  continue  to  exist  on  its  own  resources,  to  join  together,  which 
simplifies  the  banking  regime  and  causes  a concentration  of  money 
and  promotes  the  regularity  of  future  transactions  ; they  imposed 
the  condition  that  a period  of  5 years  should  be  allowed  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  engagements  entered  into  in  order  that  the 
liquidation  of  past  operations  should  not  absorb  the  sums  available 
for  the  operations  of  the  banks,  and  for  renewing  the  confidence  of 
the  market ; they  cancelled,  in  advantageous  terms  for  the 
Treasury,  the  contract  for  the  payment  of  pensions,  thus  allowing 
the  banks  to  make  use  of  their  circulating  capital  of  which  they 
were  in  great  need,  and  they  also  secured  the  reimbursement  of  the 
advances  made  by  the  Treasury  for  the  construction  of  the  lines  of 
railway  from  Salamanca  to  the  Portuguese  frontier  as  well  as  the 
proper  and  regular  working  of  those  lines,  so  that  the  Govern- 
ment hope  to  see  the  re-establishment  of  the  credit  of  the  banks 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  country. 

As  if  the  anxieties  caused  by  these  grave  matters,  which 
weighed  over  the  crisis,  which  commenced  3 years  ago,  of  the 
public  Treasury,  thus  absorbing  the  attention  of  the  Government 
in  their  constant  struggle  with  the  difficulties  of  a strained,  not 
to  say  dangerous,  state  of  things,  were  not  sufficient,  a difficulty 
lamentable  from  every  point  of  view  has  arisen  between  Portugal 
and  Brazil,  nations  which  by  their  common  history  should  be 
distinguished  by  their  mutual  confidence  and  affection. 

In  this  unexpected  and  unjustifiable  conflict  the  British 
Government,  who  have  pursued  the  path  of  open  reconciliation 
with  this  country,  as  shown  by  their  not  having  embarrassed  us  on 
the  question  of  the  foreign  debt ; by  their  having  agreed  to  submit 
the  delimitation  of  Manica  to  arbitration,  the  treaty  of  1891  not 
binding  them  to  do  so ; and  by  their  arrangement  with  the  Portu- 
guese Government  as  to  the  best  manner  of  constructing  the 
telegraph  line  in  the  region  of  the  Zambesi  without  detriment  to 
our  lerritorial  rights,  have  now  acceded  to  be  the  mediator  between 
us  and  Brazil,  as  we  were  some  time  ago  between  Brazil  and 
England,  in  order  that  the  difference  may  be  amicably  settled. 

We  have  thus  the  well-grounded  hope  that  as  soon  as  the 
occurrences  which  happened  shall  have  been  duly  elucidated,  our 
mode  of  proceeding  will  shortly  be  acknowledged  as  absolutely 
correct,  as  fully  proved  by  the  evidence  of  the  facts. 

It  is  well,  however,  to  see  how  onerous  and  thwarted  by  grave 
incidents  the  mission  of  the  Government  has  been  in  order  that 
the  responsibilities  assumed  by  them  may  be  duly  appreciated. 
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We  have  summarily  described  them  ifi  their  whole  truth  in  order 
that  everyone  may  judge. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  legislative  session  several  measures 
were  voted  with  respect  to  the  industrial  tax,  and  as,  in  duty 
bound,  the  Government  proceeded  to  enforce  the  same,  strong 
protests  were  made.  The  Government  promised  to  consider  them 
legally,  as  they  wished  to  keep  within  the  law.  Their  action  was 
met,  not  by  prudent  and  temperate  representations,  as  it  is  the 
duty  of  those  who  address  any  Government,  but  by  resistance  and 
threats  unbecoming  the  associations,  who  not  only  gave  public 
notice  of  the  same,  but  de  facto  promoted  public  demonstrations 
contrary  to  the  public  peace.  The  associations  in  question  were 
dissolved  by  the  Government,  and,  as  the  maintenance  of  order  is 
their  first  duty,  they  adjourned  the  general  election,  in  order  that 
it  might  take  place  later  on  amidst  general  tranquillity,  as  it 
happened.  After  having  maintained  the  principle  of  authority, 
they  undertook  the  revision  of  those  measures  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  representatives  of  the  commercial  and  industrial 
classes.  Sire,  in  another  instrument  we  lay  before  you  the  result 
of  those  labours.  It  is,  however,  out  of  the  question  to  postpone 
a decision  upon  the  matter,  as  otherwise  the  assessment  papers  will 
not  be  ready  for  the  purpose  of  levying  the  tax  at  the  proper  time, 
which  is  fast  approaching. 

Was  the  conduct  of  the  Government  arbitrary  and  un- 
justifiable ? It  was  certainly  energetic  and  firm,  and  at  the  same 
time  considerate  and  disposed  to  do  what  was  just ; and,  no 
doubt,  when  the  country  was  consulted  in  full  liberty  and  peace, 
the  suffrages  of  the  people  clearly  showed  that  they  had  not  been 
aggrieved  by  the  Government. 

We  should  have  been  glad,  after  the  necessary  time,  to  have 
asked  for  the  meeting  of  the  Cortes,  in  order  to  be  able  to  render 
an  account  to  them  of  our  acts.  As,  however,  on  grounds  of  a 
paramount  order,  we  had  adopted  extraordinary  measures  in  order 
to  overcome  the  difficulties  of  a crisis,  in  which,  in  the  public 
interest,  it  was  far  more  expedient  to  decide  and  act  rather  than 
delay  and  discuss,  our  opinion,  Sire,  was  that  it  would  be  better  to 
adjourn  the  meeting  until  the  time  when  the  pending  questions 
which  more  seriously  disturbed  the  regular  movement  and 
expansion  of  our  productive  forces  should  have  been  finally  settled, 
and  we  might  then  more  freely,  and  without  reservation,  give  an 
account  of  our  proceedings  and  justify  them.  Until  then,  it  is  our 
belief,  the  country  will  continue  to  confide  in  us,  the  more  so  as 
by  so  doing  we  do  not  diminish  the  constitutional  period  of  the 
legislative  session  of  this  year,  and  we  do  not  make  use  of 
dictatorial  powers  to  impose  new  taxes  or  to  increase  those  now  in 
force,  or  to  reform  the  service  of  the  public  departments  by  means 
of  an  augmentation  of  public  officials  to  the  detriment  of  the 
resources  of  the  Treasury.  We  do  not  present  a new  budget ; we 
merely  prolong,  until  Parliament  shall  decide  otherwise,  the 
budget  discussed  and  voted  by  the  Cortes,  which,  during  the  long 
period  of  14  years,  had  failed  to  examine  in  a proper  manner  this 
fundamental  instrument  of  public  administration. 


6 


PORTUGAL. 


There  is  one  thing  which  we  earnestly  wish  : to  be  able  at  the 
opening  of  Parliament  to  state  that  the  pathway  has  been  cleared, 
and  that  the  road  is  open  for  our  economical  and  financial 
restoration. 

Then,  whether  onr  acts  are  looked  upon  in  a better  or  worse 
light,  the  comparison  between  the  state  of  things  which  we  found 
and  the  one  which  we  have  prepared  by  our  persevering  efforts, 
will  explain  better  than  any  words  of  ours  can  do,  what  we  have 
really  done. 

Sire,  it  has  been  stated  that  the  country  has  become  bankrupt 
because,  without  considering  the  means  at  its  disposal, its  expenditure 
was  for  3rears  and  years  on  a large  and  thoughtless  scale,  entailing 
successive  and  accumulated  deficits,  constantly  met  by  loans,  until 
the  year  1891,  when  it  had  to  give  security  for  the  sums  which  it 
required  to  borrow,  and  declared  itself  bankrupt  in  1892  and 
unable  to  meet  its  engagements  in  full. 

It  is  necessary  that  this  grave  charge  should  not  be  taken  as  a 
confirmed  truth  without  previously  ascertaining  what  is  the  precise 
truth  as  regards  this  point.  This  inquiry  implies  more  than  a 
just  liquidation  of  the  past — it  involves  a salutary  lesson  at  the 
present  time  as  well  as  the  lot  of  this  country  in  the  future  ; for 
if  general  disbelief  takes  deep  root,  and  if  the  want  of  confidence 
of  foreign  countries  in  our  regard  now  prevailing  should  go  on 
increasing,  it  will  become  impossible  to  continue  the  struggle,  and, 
through  our  fault,  all  hope  will  be  lost  of  overcoming  the  crisis 
which  has  imposed  upon  us  such  heavy  sacrifices,  and  of 
regaining  our  credit,  without  which  neither  trade  nor  industry  can 
be  prosperous. 

Let  us  speak  the  truth,  without  any  dishonourable  exaggeration 
and  without  any  discouragement,  which  is  weakening. 

Accordingly,  on  comparing  the  receipts — not  derived  from 
loans — with  the  amount  of  expenditure  in  cash  during  the  last- 
15  financial  years  (“  gerencias  ”),  we  find  the  following  results  : — 
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The  most  striking  fact  forced  upon  our  notice  is  the  amount  of  the 
total  deficit  during  the  period  of  15  years  is  134,832,072$803  reis 
(29,962,683/.),  and  consequently  the  amount  of  loans.  Whoever 
goes  no  further  will  no  doubt  say  that  it  is  the  cause  of  our  ruin, 
and,  while  execrating  the  thriftless  expenditure  of  the  Portuguese 
Treasury,  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  all  is  lost. 

The  state  of  a country  cannot,  however,  be  judged  of  in  this 
superficial  manner,  and  our  object  in  disclosing  before  the  eyes  of 
the  public  this  deficit  of  our  Treasury  is  not  to  stop  at  this  dis- 
heartening conclusion. 

Were  there  errors  of  administration  in  the  course  of  so  many 
years,  as  now  shown  by  experience  ? Did  we  incur  expenses  which 
we  might  prudently  have  avoided  ? 

No  doubt  it  is  so,  nor  is  it  our  interest  to  deny  it.  If  we  wish 
to  get  rid  of  our  present  difficulties  we  must,  above  all,  regulate 
our  expenditure ; and  if  we  fail  to  do  so,  perseveringly  and  at  a 
cost  of  sacrifices,  all  the  efforts  made  will  be  of  no  avail,  inasmuch 
as  the  worst  thing  that  may  happen  to  us  is  that  facts  should  not 
impress  upon  us  the  certainty  that  we  are  not  striving  to  strengthen 
our  credit,  which  we  have  forfeited,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
promising it  by  any  adventurous  action. 

Let  us,  however,  be  just.  The  sum  of  money,  135,000,000  milreis 
(30,000,000/.),  which  we  received  from  loans  during  those  15  years 
has  not  been  simply  lost  and  wasted  away.  During  that  time 
railways  were  constructed  throughout  the  country.  We  finished 
the  railways  of  the  Minho  and  Douro,  of  the  Beira  Alta  and 
Beira  Baixa ; of  Caceres  ; the  South-Eastern  and  of  the  Algarve  ; 
of  Cintra  and  Torres  to  Alfarellos  ; of  Mirandella,  Yizeu,  Cascaes, 
the  suburban  railway  of  Lisbon,  and  the  branch  line  to  Coimbra  ; 
we  began  the  harbour  works  of  Lisbon ; we  continued  those  of 
Ponta  Delgada  and  Horta  ; and  we  constructed  those  at  LeixOes ; 
we  extended  our  telegraphic  lines  throughout  the  continental  part 
of  Portugal,  the  adjacent  islands,  and  the  colonies  ; we  prepared  a 
bulwark  for  trade  in  Angola,  and  we  initiated  the  line  of  penetra- 
tion into  the  interior  at  Ambaca;  and  in  India  we  have  the 
Mormugao  railway. 

No  doubt  the  Treasury  was  encumbered,  but  the  country  has 
gained  much  in  its  traffic  activity  and  wealth.  The  embarrassed 
condition  of  the  public  finances  did  not  improve,  but  commerce, 
industry,  and  landed  property  cannot  in  truth  say  the  same  thing. 
The  crisis  would  have  been  much  more  acute  in  its  effects  if  there 
had  been  at  the  same  time  a profound  economical  crisis.  Why  is 
it  that  we  did  not  have  one  ? Because  the  sources  of  national 
production  were  not  dried  up  by  the  loans  to  the  State. 

Let  us  now  pass  on  to  details.  After  correcting  the  consider- 
able difference  seen  in  the  ordinary  receipts  between  the 
“ exercicios  ” of  1878-79  and  of  1879-80,  and  which  wTas  due  to 
the  anticipated  clearance  of  tobacco  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
duty  as  decreed  in  1879,  it  is  undeniable  that,  taking  the  average 
of  the  three  “ exercicios  ” from  1878-79  to  1880-81  as  the  starting 
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point,  the  ordinary  receipts  increase  from  25,830,7661759  reis 
(5,740,170/.)  to  40,825,173$783  reis  (9,072,261/.)  in  1890-91,  which 
is  equal  to  an  increase  in  13  years  of  15,000,000  milreis  (3,333,333/.). 

During  the  same  period  the  ordinary  expenditure  rises  from 
28,492,087$283reis(6,331,575Z.)to  43, 556, 364$545 reis  (9,679,1927.), 
consequently  the  increase  is  also  15,000,000  milreis  (3,333,333/.). 
The  extraordinary  expenditure  causes  the  disproportion,  the  differ- 
ence varying  from  2,841,000  milreis  (631,333/.)  in  1882-83,  and 

13.206.000  milreis  (2,934,666/.)  in  1888-89. 

From  1890-91  the  ordinary  receipts  go  down  as  low  as 
37,673,302f 564  reis  (8,371,845/.).  The  decrease,  therefore,  amounted 
to  more  than  3,000,000  milreis  (666,666/.),  but  in  1892-93  it 
increased  to  39,578,092|312  reis  (8,795,132/.)  about  more  than 
2,000,000  milreis  (444,444/.). 

Let  us  try  and  discover  the  reasons  for  these  differences. 

The  direct  taxes  increased  from  6,884,569|058  reis.  (1,529,904/.) 
in  1890-91  to  8,379,307 $675  reis  (1,862,068 /.)  in  1891-92,  and  to 
10,390,920$470  reis  (2,309,093/.)  in  1892,  in  all  3,600,000  milreis 
(800,000/.),  which  is  important.  This  is  greatly  due  to  the  law  of  Feb- 
ruary 26, 1892,  in  consequenceof  the  addition  made  to  the  percentages 
for  income  tax(“Importo  do  Kendimento”),  and  of  the  additional  rates 
on  othertaxes.  The  indirect  taxes  decreased  from  22, 790, 459|71 8 reis 
(5,064,546/.)  in  1890-91  to  18,999,695$419  reis  (4,222,154/.)  in 
1891-92,  about  3,800,000  milreis  (844,444/.),  and  this  was  one  of 
the  most  marked  effects  of  the  crisis,  and  was  the  principal  cause 
of  the  great  diminution  in  the  total  receipts,  inasmuch  as  the 
increase  in  the  direct  taxes  from  one  year  to  the  next  was  only 

1.500.000  milreis  (333,333/.),  and  in  the  stamp  duties,  in  the 
already  existing  additional  rates,  in  the  receipts  from  national 
property  and  sundries,  appropriations  in  aid,  in  fact  in  every  other 
item  there  was  a considerable  decrease.  From  1891-92  to  1892-93 
a tendency  to  increase  already  manifests  itself.  The  indirect  taxes 
show  an  increase  of  50,000  milreis  (11,111/.),  and  the  stamp 
duties  88,000  milreis  (19,555/.),  and  the  appropriations  in  aid 
exceed  157,000  milreis  (34,888/.).  There  is  a decrease  of  17,000 
milreis  (3,777/.)  under  the  head  of  sundry  receipts.  The 
diminution  under  old  additional  rates  is  due  to  the  tariff  of 
1892,  which  added  the  respective  additional  rates  to  the  duties. 

As  regards  the  expenditure,  the  total  of  54,541,5  63|702  reis 
(12,120,347/.)  in  1890-91  decreased  to  . 52,431,212$>227  reis 
(11,651,380/.)  in  1891-92,  and  to  47,027,965$049  reis  (10,450,659/.) 
in  1892-93,  equal  in  the  two  years  mentioned  to  7,500,000  milreis 
(1,666,666/.),  although  the  difference  of  exchange  entailed  achargeof 

2.200.000  milreis  (488,888/.)  in  one  year,  and  of  2,591,403f 435  reis 
(575,867/.)  in  the  next.  Out  of  this  difference  of  10,000,000  milreis 
(2,222,222 /.)  about  6,000,000  milreis  (1,333,333 /.)  are  accounted 
for  by  the  reduction  in  the  interest  of  the  foreign  debt.  The  rest 
is  due  to  deductions  made  from  salaries,  and  to  economies  in 
several  sections  of  the  budget.  In  consequence  of  all  this,  the 
total  deficit,  which  amounted  to  13,618,562$762  reis  (3,026,347/.) 
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in  1890-91,  and  which  in  1891-92  was  not  less  than 
14,589,301J472  reis  (3,242,067/.),  decreased  in  the  “ exercicio  ” of 
1892-93  to  7,318,486$945  reis  (1,626,330/.). 

Up  to  that  time  this  was  chiefly  due  to  the  great  sacrifices 
demanded  from  the  tax  payers,  from  the  creditors  of  the  State, 
and  from  the  public  officials.  They  were  productive  and  necessary 
but  violent. 

Now,  as  regards  the  actual  “gerencia”  of  1893-94.  The  only 
taxes  increased  were  the  stamp  duties  and  the  tax  on  alcohol.  In 
every  other  respect  the  result  obtained  is  due  to  two  factors 
perfectly  marked,  viz.,  to  the  exact  observance  of  the  budget, 
which  was  revised  in  the  most  parsimonious  spirit,  and  to  the 
natural  progress  of  the  economical  resources  of  the  country. 

The  results  of  7 months,  from  July  1,  1893,  to  the  end  of 
January,  1894,  have  been  ascertained. 

Let  us  take  the  receipts  first.  On  comparing  the  receipts  of 
these  7 months  with  those  of  the  corresponding  periods  of  the 
previous  2 years  we  get  the  following  result : — 


Table  C. 


Total  Revenue. 

Amount. 

1891-92. 

1892-93. 

1893-94. 

Direct  taxes 

Stamps  and  duty  on  transfer  of  property 

Indirect  taxes  

Additional  6 per  cent 

Complementary  tax 

National  property  and  sundry  receipts  ... 
Appropriations  in  aid  

Reis. 

4,591,495^517 
2,192,797  942 
i 11,697,035  502 
322,447  510 
812,877  152 
1,922,806  455 
986,428  409 

Reis. 

6,325,357$288 
2,262,624  657 
11,437,155  296 
317,810  713 
481,943  763 
2,049,715  327 
503,692  045 

Reis. 

7,052,269$993 
2,429,830  022 
13,577,434  137 
352,391  559 
548,517  731 
2,115,984  238 
891,904  961 

Extraordinary  receipts  

22,525,888  487 
39,262  423 

23,378,299  089 
135,779  619 

26,968,332  641 
31  418 

Total  

Equivalent  in  sterling...  £ 

22,565,150  910 
5,014,477 

23,514,078  708 
5,225,351 

26,968,364  059 
5,992,969 

The  comparison  of  the  ordinary  receipts  already  shows,  there- 
fore, during  the  first  7 months  of  the  current  year,  an  increase  of 
nearly  3,600,000  milreis  (800,000/.)  over  and  above  the  amount 
recovered  during  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year, 
arud  of  more  than  4,400,000  milreis  (977,777/.)  over  that  of 
1891-92.  This  increase  is  derived  from  the  direct  taxes  to  the 
extent  of  726,000  milreis  (161,330/.)  over  the  amount  of  those 
of  last  year.  The  stamp  duties  and  the  tax  on  the  transfer  of 
property  yielded  167,000  milreis  (37,111/.)  more.  The  indirect 
taxes  supplied  2,140,000  milreis  (475,555/.).  The  additional  rate 
and  the  complementary  tax  yielded  101,000  milreis  (22,444/.). 
National  property  and  sundry  receipts  gave  66,000  milreis 
(14,666/.)  ; and  appropriations  in  aid  388,000  milreis  (86,222/.). 

On  comparing  the  expenditure  in  the  same  manner  we  get 
the  following  result : — 
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Items  of  Expense. 

Year. 

1891-92. 

Year. 

1892-93. 

Year. 

1893-94. 

Reis. 

Reis. 

Reis. 

Ordinary  Expenses. 

Departments — 

Finance  

Interior  

Justice  

War 

Navy  and  Colonies  

Foreign  Affairs  

Public  Works  

2,196,138^157 
1,437,348  680 
558,637  290 
3,073,595  911 
1,226,129  443 
422,225  762 
2,856,853  404 

3,572,299^867* 
1.292,475  381 
579,461  910 
3,470,068  880 
1,641,643  790 
229,623  475 
2.565,147  825 

1,722,765$359 
1,331,922  070 
549,922  587 
3,156,846  580 
1,365,450  184 
219,925  491 
2,733,526  668 

General  charges 

Public  Debt  

Charges  incurred  on  account  of 
Government  Deposits  Bank 

11,770,928  647 
1,961,078  378 
12,795,758  494 

26,745  077 

13,350,721  128 
3,589,986  712 
8,147,955  098 

24,607  528 

11,080,358  939 
6,465,080  957 
7,451,200  254 

23,177  839 

26,554,510  596 

25,113,270  466 

25,019,817  989 

Extraordinary  Expenses. 

Finance  

Interior  

Justice  

War 

Navy  and  Colonies  

Foreign  Affairs  ...  

Public  Works  

59,960  035 
1,644  903 

394.096  791 
3,269,815  209 
34,321  130 
2,556,411  968 

47,088  271 
214,207  772 

138,970  765 
776,648  013 
83,103  262 
1,508,865  104  ' 

8,949  334 
156,128  107 

42,670  128 
617,147  765 
14,926  180 
1,123,607  570 

6,316,250  036 

2,768,883  187 

1,963,429  084 

Total,  ordinary  and  extra- 
ordinary expenditure 

32,870,760  632 

27,882,153  653 

26,983,247  073 

* Including  loss  by  exchange. 


Expenditure  in  Sterling. 


Description. 

Amount . 

1891-92. 

1892-96. 

1 

j 1893-94. 

Seven  public  departments* 

General  charges  

Public  Debt...  

Government  deposits  and  savings  bank 

Extraordinary  expenses  (seven  departments)  ... 

£ 

2,615,762 

435,795 

2,843,502 

5,943 

1,403.611 

£ 

2,966,827 

797,774 

1,810,656 

5,468 

615,307 

£ 

2,462,302 

1,436,684 

1,655,822 

5,160 

436,317 

Total  expenditure 

7,304,613 

6,196,032 

5,996,275 

* Including  loss  by  exchange. 


Accordingly  there  is  a diminution  of  2,270,000  milreis 
(504,444/.)  in  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  public  departments 
during  the  actual  “ gerencia/’  as  compared  with  the  previous  one. 
There  is  a decrease  in  the  extraordinary  expenditure  of 
805,000  milreis  (178,888/.),  so  that  in  spite  of  the  increase  under 
general  charges  the  total  expenditure  is  less  than  898,000  milreis 
(199,555/.). 

On  balancing  the  revenue  and  expenditure  from  July  1, 
1893,  to  the  end  of  January  last  the  deficit  is  only  15,000  milreis 
(3,333/.). 
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The  accounts  of  the  floating  debt  do  not  contradict,  but  rather 
confirm  this  result.  On  June  30,  1893,  the  debt  in  question 
amounted  to  18,945,000  milreis  (4,210,000/.).  On  January  31, 
1894,  it  had  increased  to  21,796,000  milreis  (4,843,555/.),  an 
increase  of  2,851,000  milreis  (633,555/.). 

The  cash  balances  in  various  public  chests  on  June  30,  1893, 
amounted  to  4,960,000  milreis  (1,102,222/.),  whereas  on  January 
31,  1894,  they  were  6,887,000  milreis  (1,530,444/.),  an  increase  of 

1.927.000  milreis  (428,222/.).  The  amounts  delivered  to  the  special 
treasurers  of  the  various  public  departments  in  accordance  with  the 
general  regulations  on  public  accounts  by  means  of  non-classified 
orders  of  payment  amounted  in  the  month  of  June,  1893,  to  1,843,000 
milreis  (409,555/.),  and  on  January  31,  1894,  to  2,199,000  milreis 
(488,666/.),  an  increase  of  356,000  milreis  (79,111/.).  On  deduct- 
ing the  two  above-mentioned  amounts  from  2,851,000  milreis 
(633,555/.),  which  is  the  difference  between  the  two  balance-sheets 
of  the  floating  debt  already  compared,  there  remain  578,000  milreis 
(128,444/.),  of  which  300,000  milreis  (66,666/.)  represent  the 
coupon  of  the  debt  of  the  municipality  of  Lisbon,  and  226,000 
milreis  (50,222/.)  the  coupon  of  the  Ambaca  Company  paid  in 
December  on  account  of  the  respective  subsidies  not  yet  liquidated. 
Moreover  on  January  31  last  no  interest  was  due  on  a part  of  the 
floating  debt  in  the  account  current  with  the  Bank  of  Portugal, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  in  the  bank  there  was  the  sum  of 
821,457$120  reis  (182,546/.)  in  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the 
board  of  the  public  debt. 

After  this  explanation,  what  is  the  estimated  deficit  at  the  end 
of  this  “ gerencia  ” ? 

If  the  revenue  and  expenditure  during  the  5 months  from 
March  to  June,  1894,  were  equal  to  the  same  months  in  1893  we 
would  have  revenue,  18,359,000  milreis  (4,079,777/.);  expenditure, 

20.171.000  milreis  (4,482,444/.);  and  consequently  a deficit  of 

1.776.000  milreis  (394,666/.),  which,  in  addition  to  15,000  milreis 
(3,333/.)  above  referred  to,  would  give  us  a total  deficit  for  the 
year  of  1,791,000  milreis  (397,999/.). 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  presumed  that  the  expenditure  will  have 
remained  stationary  during  the  last  5 months,  as  it  decreased  during 
the  first  5 months,  nor  can  the  receipts  be  estimated  in  the  same 
manner,  it  being  an  established  fact  that  they  increase. 

As  regards  the  receipts  we  know,  according  to  the  results 
already  verified,  that  in  the  customs  from  February  to  May  there 
was  an  increase  of  379,000  milreis  (84,222/.),  and  the  stamp 
duties,  judging  from  the  receipts  of  the  first  7 months,  will  yield 
an  increase  of  not  less  than  200,000  milreis  (44,444/.)  ; and,  if  so, 
the  deficit  would  be  reduced  to  1,212,000  milreis  (269,333/.). 

It  is  true  that  we  have  had  to  meet  an  unforeseen  expenditure 
which  we  have  been  unfortunately  obliged  to  pay ; we  refer  to  the 
expenses  on  account  of  the  Brazilian  refugees,  and  to  those  which 
were  forced  upon  us  owing  to  the  apprehensions  caused  by  the 
approach  of  cholera  according  to  the  declaration  made  by  persons 
who  could  speak  authoritatively  on  the  subject. 
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Even  so,  allowing  200,000  milreis  (44,444/.)  for  these 
expenses,  we  think  we  are  justified  in  estimating  the  total  deficit 
for  the  whole  financial  year  at  1,412,000  milreis  (313,777 1.\ 

It  was  estimated  in  the  budget  approved  by  the  law  of  June 
30,  1893,  at  991,000  milreis  (220,222 /.) ; but  that  law  as  well  as 
that  of  July  27,  1893,  sanctioned  special  credits  in  order  to  com- 
plete the  expenses  to  be  paid  for  1892-93,  amounting  to  754,000 
milreis  (167,555/.),  which  raised  the  legal  estimate  of  the  deficit 
to  1,745,000  milreis  (387,777/.). 

Therefore  the  limit  authorised  for  this  year  is  far  in  excess  o 
the  expenditure  to  be  paid,  a fact  which,  as  proved  by  the  financial 
statistics,  is  very  unusual  in  the  history  of  our  finances. 

If  at  the  cost  of  heavy  sacrifices  we  succeeded  in  reducing  the 
deficit  of  1891-92,  amounting  to  16,303,874$812  reis  (3,623,083/.) 
to  9,157,381$552  reis  (2,034,973 /.)  in  1892-93,  it  is  an  en- 
couraging fact  to  close  1893-94  with  a deficit  of  less  than  1,500,000 
milreis  (333,333/.). 

This  proves  two  things  which  it  is  fair  to  acknowledge : first, 
that  the  Government  cannot  be  charged  with  being  extravagant ; 
and  secondly,  that  unquestionably  the  country  is  developing  and 
strengthening  its  resources,  and  we  have  reason,  therefore,  to  be 
convinced  that  if  it  firmly  perseveres  in  the  task,  the  crisis  from 
which  we  have  been  suffering  will  be  overcome. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  general  state  of  our  public  debt. 

By  the  decree  of  June  13,  1892,  which  cancelled  the  provisions 
of  the  decree  22  of  December  15,  1867,  in  so  far  as  those 
provisions  indefinitely  allowed  the  conversion  of  bonds  of  the 
external  debt  into  bonds  payable  to  the  individual  named  therein, 
and  which  temporarily  reduced  to  a third  in  gold  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  that  debt,  an  extraordinary  permission  was  accorded 
for  the  conversion  until  July  31,  1892,  of  bonds  of  the  external 
debt,  whether  consolidated  or  redeemable  into  bonds  of  the 
internal  debt  whether  of  “ assentamento,”  i.e.,  registered  in  the 
name  of  the  owner,  or  of  coupons. 

The  conversion  thus  effected  was  as  follows : — 


Stock. 

Nominal  Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

3 per  cent.  . . 

Milreis. 

7,002,675 

£ 

1,556,160 

4 

• e 

631,260 

140,280 

4i  „ .. 

• • 

•• 

3,193,380 

709,640 

The  law  of  May  19,  1893,  which  definitively  provided  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  on  the  bonds  of  the  external  debt,  granted 
permission  for  the  conversion  of  the  same  into  internal  debt  until 
the  first  of  September,  1893. 

The  result  of  this  operation  was  as  follows  : — 
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Table  E. 


Districts. 

Bonds, 

3 per  cent. 

Debentures, 
4 per  cent. 

Debentures, 
4|  per  cent. 

Total. 

Aveiro  . . 

Milreis. 

Milreis. 

Milreis. 

16,560 

Milreis. 

16,560 

Beja  . . 

2,250 

2,250 

Braga  ..  .. 

42,570 

7,560 

13,950 

118,170 

174,690 

Coimbra 

900 

75,240 

83,700 

Erora  . . 

t # 

9,090 

9,090 

Faro 

450 

, , 

1,800 

2,250 

Funchal 

. , 

• • 

990 

900 

Leiria  . . 

, , 

, # 

3,240 

3,240 

Lisboa  . . 

15,439,365 

1,744,200 

4,349,610 

21,533,175 

Londres. . 

67,500 

432,900 

500,400 

Porto  . . . . 

1,246,770 

456,030 

2,772,540 

4,475,340 

Santarem 

3,600 

# ' 

18,990 

22,590 

Vianna  do  Castello 

4,770 

50,050 

62,820 

Villa  "Real 

270 

5,220 

16,110 

21,600 

Vizeu  . . 

•• 

8,910 

8,910 

Total 

16,745,355 

2,287,800 

7,884,450 

26,917,615 

Equiv.  in  sterling 

3,718,967/. 

508,400/. 

1,752,211/. 

5,981,690/. 

It  is  evident  that  as  there  is  a reduction  of  30  per  cent,  on  the 
interest  payable  on  the  internal  debt  stock,  the  payment  of  one- 
third  on  the  bonds  of  the  external  debt  would  figure  as  less, 
although  the  payment  is  paid  in  gold,  and  consequently  with  the 
additional  charge  on  account  of  the  exchange, 

The  option  of  converting,  within  a fixed  period,  their  bonds 
was  a kind  of  satisfaction  given  to  the  foreign  creditors  who,  in 
spite  of  the  advantages  conferred  upon  them  by  lawT,  might  think 
it  preferable  to  submit  in  everything  to  the  treatment  of  the 
internal  creditors. 

The  amount  converted,  certainly  far  inferior  to  what  might 
h^ve  been  expected  from  the  persistent  complaints  as  to  their 
unequal  treatment,  is  a further  proof  that  the  action  of  the 
Government  was  not  so  injurious  as  to.  prevent  the  foreign 
creditors  from  preferring  to  keep  the  bonds  in  their  possession, 
which  on  account  of  the  higher  price  at  which  they  were  quoted 
in  the  various  markets  and  of  the  guarantees  which  were  looked 
upon  as  more  favourable,  afforded  them  elements  of  greater  value 
or  compensation,  from  which  they  did  not  wish  to  part. 

The  additional  charge  accruing  to  the  Treasury  from  the  whole 
of  this  conversion,  including  the  conversion  sanctioned  by  the  law 
of  June  13,  1892,  may  be  reckoned  as  follows  : — 


(1831) 
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Table  F. 


Conversion. 

Nominal 

Capital. 

Charges  after 
Conversion. 

Charges  before 
Conversion. 

Additional 
Charge  in 
consequence  of 
Conversion. 

Three  per  cent.  

Four  per  cent.  

Four  and  half  per  cent. 

Milreis. 

23,748,030 

2,919,060 

11,077,830 

lleis. 

498,708$630 
81,733  680 
348,951  645 

Reis. 

318,724$390 
50,597  040 
216,017  685 

Reis. 

179,984^240 
31,136  640 
132,933  960 

Total  

Equivalent  in  sterling  f 

37,744,920 

8,387,760 

929,393  955 
206,532 

585,339  115 
130,075 

344,054  840 
76,457 

At  present  the  state  of  our  consolidated  3 per  cent,  debt  is  as 
mentioned  in  the  following  table,  up  to  October  30,  1893 : — 


Table  G. 
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* Of  this  nominal  capital  the  Treasury  holds  20,638, 6661. 
f The  nominal  sum  of  2,451,820J.  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury. 
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PORTUGUESE  CONSOLIDATED  DEBT  ON  OCTOBER  30,  1893, 


Description. 

Sterling. 

Internal  ..  . , ..  . „ . . ..  ..  . . 

External. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

£ 

76, 044,163 
41,732,075 

Total  ..  ..  ..  .. 

117,776,238 

Amount  of  interest  previous  to  the  reduction  •• 

3,533,287 

Ditto  after  the  reduction 
Add  premium  on  gold  . . 

2,014,248 

125,196 

Total  . . . . . . . . 

2,139,444 

The  amount  of  the  redeemable  debt  on  June  1,  1894,  is  as 
follows : — 


Table  H. — Portuguese  Eedeemable  Debt. 
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To  these  sums  must  he  added  the  premium  on  gold,  which  cannot  he  estimated  at  less  than 
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It  is  seen,  therefore,  that  the  nominal  amount  of  the  whole  of 
our  public  debt,  both  consolidated  and  redeemable,  amounts  to 
668,205,468$866  reis  (148,490,104/.) ; the  interest  thereon,  if  calcu- 
lated in  full,  would  be  22,036,738|839  reis  (4,897,053/.) ; after  the 
deductions  imposed  in  the  law  of  February  26,  1892,  as  regards 
the  internal  debt,  and  in  the  law  of  May  19, 1893,  for  the  external 
debt,  the  interest  which  has  now  to  be  paid  amounts  to 
13,721,708$185  reis  (3,049,268/.) ; and  after  adding  the  premium 
on  gold,  at  the  rate  of  30  per  cent,  for  payments  made  abroad, 
the  total  annual  charge  for  interest  is  15,395,742$753  reis 
(3,221,276/.). 


Precis. 

The  ministerial  report  then  proceeds  to  examine  the  prices 
quoted  for  Portuguese  stock  at  different  dates. 

In  January,  1890,  the  Portuguese  consolidated  3 per  cent, 
stock  was  quoted  at  65}  to  62§  in  London,  and  in  Paris  the  4-J 
per  cent,  was  quoted  at  49 1J  to  48}. 

In  1891,  from  January  to  April,  the  Portuguese  consolidated 
stock  fell  from  58f — 55-J-,  to  57  J — 52f. 

In  January,  1892,  bankruptcy  was  announced  and  an  agree- 
ment with  the  creditors,  and  up  to  J une  the  Portuguese  3 per  cent, 
fell  from  33^  to  24J,  and  the  4J  per  cent,  from  228  fr.  to 
162*5  fr.  The  tobacco  debentures,  however,  rose  in  consequence 
of  the  assurances  given  by  the  Gfovernment  that  their  privilege 
would  be  respected. 

In  June,  1892,  the  decree  was  issued  annulling  the  agreement, 
and  reducing  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  foreign  debt  to 
one-third  in  gold,  and  the  Portuguese  3 per  cent,  fell  from  22}f  to 
21  §-},  and  the  4J  per  cent,  from  156  to  14P5  fr.,  and  so  did  all  the 
other  Portuguese  funds  until  December,  1892. 

During  the  first  half-year  of  1893  prices  improved,  owing  to 
the  efforts  made  to  settle  the  question  of  the  foreign  debt.  In 
May,  1893,  a new  law  was  published  instead  of  the  decree  of 
June  13,  1892,  and  the  3 per  cent,  was  then  quoted  at  from  23-^| 
to  21-^-,  and  the  4J-  per  cent,  at  169*5  to  149  fr.  Towards  the 
end  of  1893  various  reports,  which  it  was  necessary  to  contradict 
officially  in  London  and  in  Paris,  and  speculation  in  the  bourses 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a great  and  rapid  fall  caused  the 
3 per  cent,  to  fall  as  low  as  20-372  and  19^}-,  and  the  4-J  per  cent, 
to  135*75  and  133  fr.,  and  the  tobacco  debentures  from  330  and 
303. 

From  January  to  June,  1894,  there  has  been  a rise  in  the 
3 per  cent,  to  22ff  and  22/^-,  and  the  4-J  per  cent,  from  168 
to  161  fr.,  and  the  tobacco  debentures  from  406  to  390  fr. 

Document  No.  7 shows  that  the  rise  and  fall  of  Portuguese 
stock  abroad  influenced  the  quotation  of  the  internal  debt. 

The  ministerial  report  then  proceeds  to  draw  the  conclusions 
derived  from  these  facts 
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The  capital  of  our  debt  (nearly  150,000,000/.)  appears  to  be 
enormous.  The  amount  of  interest  we  pay,  including  the  premium 
on  gold  (nearly  3,500,000/.),  appears  to  be  a small  sum ; and  con- 
sequently the  depreciation  of  our  stock — those  of  100  milreis 
(22/.)  of  3 per  cent,  cost  22$500  reis  (5/.),  and  those  of  90  milreis 
(20/.)  of  4 and  4\  per  cent,  respectively  cost  23$560  reis  (5/.  4s.  8d.) 
and  29$700  reis  (6/.  12s.)  on  an  average. 

Why  does  it  appear  to  us  to  be  so  ? Because  the  nominal  value 
of  that  debt  is  most  exaggerated ; because  it  is  far  from  corre- 
sponding to  the  actual  sums  we  received  for  it.  Before  the  interest 
was  reduced  the  amount  was  so  abnormal  that  it  implied  future 
reduction  of  the  same.  After  the  reduction  Portuguese  stock  still 
affords  a fair  remuneration  for  the  capital  invested  in  the  stock 
issued  by  us.  The  actual  price  quoted  is  the  consequence  of  that 
want  of  confidence  which  is  so  quickly  produced,  but  which  it 
takes  a long  time  to  dispel. 

Seven  loans  in  Portuguese  consolidated  stock  were  made 
during  the  last  25  years.  The  nominal  amount  was  182,867,420 
milreis  (40,637,204/.),  but  the  Treasury  only  received  in  cash 
84,543,206$429  reis  (18,787,379/.). 

The  price  at  which  the  bonds  were  issued  was : — 


Amount. 

Year. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Reis. 

£ s.  d. 

In  1869 

Per  100  milreis  (22 1.)  bond 

32$500 

7 4 5 

1873 

I)  J? 

43  250 

9 12  3 

1877 

))  J| 

50  000 

11  2 2 

1878 

ti  » 

49  700 

11  0 11 

1880 

}J  ji 

49  250 

10  18  11 

1883 

>>  >> 

50  625 

11  5 O 

1884. 

i)  >) 

50  485 

11  4 4 

The  reason  why  Portugal  accepted  this  nominal  amount  of  debt, 
so  disproportioned  to  the  capital  received,  is  that  it  was  not  to  be 
repaid  (it  was  a perpetual  3 per  cent.),  so  that  she  only  cared  for 
the  rate  of  interest,  which  was  6 per  cent.,  more  or  less  ; no  better 
terms  could  be  got,  although  the  rate  of  interest  in  London  was 
then  much  lower.  Holders  of  Portuguese  stock  are  now  receiving 
from  2 to  3 per  cent.,  and  yet  the  rate  of  interest  in  London  is 
only  2 per  cent. 

The  nominal  amount  of  redeemable  bonds  issued  during  that 
period  was  141,031,530  milreis  (31,340,340/.),  for  which  Portugal 
received  114,366,659$719  reis  (25,414,813/.). 

The  price  at  which  these  bonds  were  issued  varied  from 
67$950  reis  (15/.  2s.)  to  88  milreis  (19/.  11s.  Id.)  for  90  milreis 
(20/.)  bond  at  different  rates  of  interest  from  6 to  4 per  cent. 
Holders  of  this  stock  are  now  receiving  2\  per  cent.,  the  rate  of 
interest  in  Paris. 
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It  is  evident  that,  in  view  of  the  benefits  and  advantages 
accorded  in  the  law  of  May  19,  1893,  the  investment  of  capital  in 
Portuguese  stock  at  its  actually  low  price  is  highly  remunerative, 
and  the  quotation  is  very  likely  to  experience  a steady  rise. 

The  law  of  May  19,  1893,  confirmed  the  benefits  accorded  by 
that  of  June  13,  1892,  to  the  foreign  bondholders  of  the  Portu- 
guese public  debt  as  follows  : — 

They  are  to  receive  every  year,  half  of  the  import  duties 
(except  on  tobacco  and  cereals),  and  of  the  export  duties  on  the 
amount  of  the  same  over  and  above  the  sum  of  11,400,000  milreis 
(2,533,333 /.)  received  from  those  sources. 

Half  the  difference,  under  22  per  cent.,  which  may  be  obtained 
on  the  premium  on  gold  on  account  of  the  transfer  to  foreign 
countries  of  the  funds  for  the  payment  of  one-third  of  the  external 
coupon. 

As  soon  as,  in  consequence  of  these  benefits,  the  external  and 
internal  bonds  shall  have  been  placed  on  the  same  footing,  one- 
half  of  the  increased  receipts  and  the  diminution  on  the  premium 
on  gold  will  be  distributed  among  all  the  creditors  without  any 
distinction  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  stock  held  until  the 
interest  is  paid  in  full. 

The  last-named  advantage  has  not  yet  come  into  operation  this 
year. 

The  rate  of  exchange  is  still  onerous.  In  1890  the  exchange 
fell  from  53 £d.  in  January  to  52 \d.  in  December.  In  December, 
1891,  it  stood  at  41^(7.  The  minimum  in  1892  was  40 d.  per  1 
milreis,  and  in  December,  1893,  it  fell  to  40 This  year,  up 
to  May,  it  has  varied  between  40d  and  41  d. 

A table  is  annexed  here  showing  the  customs  receipts  for  the 
financial  years  from  1878-79  to  1892-93,  including  those  from 
tobacco,  the  amount  in  the  last-named  year  being  15,492,081$784 
reis  (3,442,662/.). 

On  comparing  the  customs  receipts  for  the  10  months,  July, 
1893,  to  April,  1894,  which  were  14,855,078$090  reis  (3,301,128/.), 
with  the  receipts  for  the  same  period  in  1891-92,  12,77l,325$733 
reis  (2,838,072/.),  and  for  the  same  period  in  1892-93, 
12,677,835$314  reis  (2,817,296/.),  we  find  that  the  increase  over 
and  above  last  year  amounted  to  2,177,000  milreis  (483,777/.). 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  the  customs  receipts 
during  10  months  from  July  to  April  in  each  of  the  five  last 
financial  years  from  1889-90  to  1893-94,  which  are  referred  to  in 
the  law  of  May  19,  1893,  as  available,  in  the  manner  set  forth 
therein,  for  distribution  in  part  among  the  foreign  bon'dholders  of 
the  Portuguese  foreign  debt : — ■ 
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Year. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1889- 90  

1890- 91  

1891- 92  

1892- 93  

1893- 94  

Reis. 

10,599,627$118 
10,313,734  308 
8,690,554  377 
8,909,124  838 
10,281,207  901 

£ 

2,355,472 

2,291,941 

1,931,234 

1,979,805 

2,284,712 

The  receipts  for  the  last  year  are  nearly  equal  to  those  for 
1889-90.  The  foreign  bondholders  will  be  able  to  share  in  the 
increased  revenue  on  the  very  next  year  after  the  law  of  1893. 
This  year  there  is  sure  to  be  an  estimated  excess  of  about 
850,000  milreis  (188,888/.),  and  consequently  one-half  of  this  sum 
will  be  distributed  among  the  foreign  bondholders  of  the  Portu- 
guese debt. 

The  ministerial  report  then  proceeds  to  make  some  observations 
with  respect  to  certain  receipts. 

As  to  the  stamp  duties,  judging  from  the  amount  yielded 
during  the  last  5 months  the  increase  in  the  year  will  very 
probably  be  480,000  milreis  (106,666/.). 

On  alcohol  the  minister  estimates  that  there  will  be  an 
increase  in  the  tax  of  about  526,000  milreis  (116,888/.). 

As  regards  the  octroi  or  consumption  duties  there  is  a consider- 
able falling-off  in  the  revenue  from  that  source. 

In  1891-92  the  respective  amounts  were:— 

1891-92,  Octroi 
1891-92,  Consumption 

Total 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Reis. 

1,747,734$686 
1,114,680  617 

£ 

388,385 

247,706 

2,862,415  303 

636,091 

and  in  1893-94  the  said  respective  amounts  were  as  follows  : — 

1893-94,  Octroi  ..  .* 

1893-94,  Consumption 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Reis. 

1,583,955$936 
666,949  414* 

£ 

351,990 

148,211 

Total  . . . . . . ! 

! 

2,250,905  350 

500,201 

(1831) 


* Only  7 months. 
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showing  a decrease  of  about  44,444/.  The  cause  of  this  decrease 
may  be  ascribed,  so  the  report  says,  to  the  falling-off  in  the  con- 
sumption, owing  to  the  crisis,  especially  as  regards  flesh  meat. 
With  respect,  however,  to  wine  and  spirits  according  to  the  opinion 
of  the  Government  the  fact  is  due  to  the  adulteration  of  these 
articles  on  a large  scale.  The  Government  state  that  of  course 
they  will  not  in  any  way  increase  the  rates  of  taxation  on  these 
necessaries  of  life,  but  they  consider  it  their  duty  to  put  down  this 
system  of  adulteration  as  much  as  possible. 

The  report  adds  that  the  action  of  the  Government  will  not  be 
limited  to  this  alone.  It  will  be  their  duty  to  lay  before  the  Cortes 
various  measures  for  the  improvement  of  the  finances  of  the 
country  without  the  necessity,  they  trusted,  of  having  recourse  to 
any  very  onerous  measures.  This  statement  would  pave  the  way 
for  the  presentation  of  their  proposals  at  the  proper  time. 

The  financial  and  economical  situation  in  Portugal  in  1893  and 
the  first  2 months  of  1894  affords  a safe  basis  for  judging  as  to  the 
prospects  of  the  future  financial  year.  In  accordance  with  this 
view  the  report  quotes  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation  at 
different  dates : — 


Year. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1890-91  

Milreis. 

24,195,000 

£ 

5,376,666 

1892,  a further  sum  of 

15,457,000 

3,434,888 

1893,  only  the  additional  sum  of 

2,035,000 

452,222 

The  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation  in  June,  1894,  was 
about  50,684,000  milreis  (11,263,111/.).  In  1893  it  reached  the 
sum  of  52,252,000  milreis  (11,611,555/.). 

The  gold  and  silver  reserves  in  1893  were  increased  by 
1,705,000  milreis  (378,888/.). 

Prom  these  and  other  facts  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  affairs  has  been  carried  on  economically,  and  that  the 
country  is  slowly  recovering  from  the  shock  which  it  sustained  in 
1890. 

There  are  also  other  favourable  indications. 

From  1892-93  the  imports  rose  from  30,829,158  milreis 
(6,850,924/.)  to  38,314,780  milreis  (8,514,395/.),  and  the  exports 
fell  from  24,630,191  milreis  (5,473,376/.)  to  23,358,739  milreis 
(5,190,839/.),  but,  at  the  same  time  the  amount  of  trade  was  greater 
than  that  in  1892,  inasmuch  as  the  exportation,  re-exportation,  and 
transit  reached  the  sum  of  41,398,221  milreis  (9,199,604/.) ; and 
the  imports,  including  gold  and  silver  coins  and  bars,  only  amounted 
to  39,845,163  milreis  (8,854,480/.). 

With  respect  to  live  animals,  the  report  says : — 

“In  1893  the  trade  in  live  animals  rose  from  434,554  milreis 
(96,567/.)  to  1,095,627  milreis  (243,473/.), 
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“ This  is  due  to  a great  extent  to  the  treaty  with  Spain  by 
which  the  passage  through  the  frontier  was  opened ; the  importa- 
tion from  January  1 to  June  30,  1893,  being  462,293  milreis 
(102,732/.),  and  for  the  second  half-year  633,334  milreis  (140,741/.). 

“ Was  this  an  evil  ? Certainly  not,  as  pointed  out  by  the  dis- 
crimination of  the  species.  The  increase  occurred  especially,  in 
stallions,  in  young  oxen  for  fattening,  in  sheep  and  swine.  The 
statistics,  however,  clearly  prove  one  fact,  that  the  reason  why  the 
exportation  of  live  cattle  decreased  from  697,949  milreis  (155,100/.) 
to  658,919  milreis  (146,426/.)  was  because  the  exportation  of  live 
cattle  to  England  fell  off  from  132,293  milreis  (29,398/.)  to 
18,338  milreis  (4,075/.),  not  only  on  account  of  the  competition  of 
Australian  meat  in  England,  but  also  of  the  prohibitory  restrictions 
in  force  there  as  to  the  importation  of  live  cattle.  This  proves 
that  it  would  be  a great  boon  to  us  to  have  those  prohibitory 
restrictions  removed  by  means  of  a commercial  treaty  with  England 
with  which  there  was  formerly  a considerable  trade  in  this  article ; 
as,  in  point  of  fact,  there  was  an  increase  of  exportation  of  every 
other  species  of  animals,  and  especially  in  swine,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly advantageous  to  the  province  of  Alemtejo.” 

The  decrease  of  exportation  in  1893  is  also  accounted  for  on 
account  of  the  large  stock  of  port  wine  abroad,  so  that  the  exporta- 
tion fell  from  7,714,559  milreis  (1,714,346/.)  to  5,961,901  milreis 
(1,324,867/.). 

On  summarising  the  whole  statistics  of  every  branch  of  trade 
in  Portugal  it  will  be  found  that  from  1890  to  1891,  the  most  acute 
period  of  the  crisis,  there  was  a diminution  from  76,278,000  milreis 
(16,950,666/.),  down  to  71,346,000  milreis  (15,854,666/.),  and 
further,  down  to  67,103,000  milreis  (14,911,777/.)  in  1892,  but  in 
1893  it  went  up  again  to  73,758,000  milreis  (16,390,666/.). 


Shipping. 

The  total  number  of  sailing  vessels  entered  of  all  sizes  is 
diminishing  every  year.  It  was  7,155  in  1889  and  5,498  in  1893, 
and  it  will  continue  to  decrease.  Vessels  cleared  also  decreased 
from  7,322  to  5,532. 

The  numbers  increased  except  in  those  under  500  tons ; the 
quantity  of  cargo  both  inwards  and  outwards  has  also  increased. 

There  is  also  an  increase  in  the  railway  traffic  after  the  diminu- 
tion noticed  in  1892. 

With  reference  to  the  census  of  the  population  of  1890.  The 
report  says  that,  on  comparing  that  census  with  that  of  1878, 
although  the  numbers  therein  can  only  be  taken  approximatively, 
the  conclusion  arrived  at  is  that  emigration  fully  accounts  for  the 
regular  non-increase  of  population  as  would  otherwise  be  the  case. 
Although  there  is  an  increase  in  the  district  of  Lisbon  of  179 '2,  of 
164-3  at  Oporto,  of  135  at  Castello  Branco,  of  130  at  Santarem,  and 
of  110  at  Earo,  per  thousand  in  12  years,  at  Vianna  there  is  a 
decrease  of  8 per  thousand,  at  Angra  of  5-5,  at  Ponta  Delgada  of 
29,  and  at  Horta  of  74  per  thousand. 


Sailing 

vessels. 


Steam  vessels. 
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The  report  strongly  recommends  that  the  current  of  emigration 
from  Portugal  should  be  turned  to  Angola,  the  trade  of  which  was 
of  the  greatest  assistance  to  this  country  at  the  worst  part  of  the 
crisis.  The  railway  receipts  in  Angola  are  steadily  increasing  and 
promise  well  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the  province. 

Further  sacrifices  are  still  required  on  behalf  of  the  Portuguese 
colonies,  including  the  transformation  of  the  Portuguese  navy,  but 
those  sacrifices  will  be  compensated. 

The  financial  situation  of  Portugal  has  been  described,  and  the 
financial  year  is  about  to  close  with  two  important  facts,  the 
removal  of  the  quarantine  in  Brazil  on  arrivals  from  Portugal,  and 
a good  harvest. 

The  report  ends  with  the  following  words  : — “ If  we  persistently 
retrench  the  public  expenditure,  and  prudently  secure  the  expan- 
sion of  our  sources  of  revenue,  by  remodelling  the  mode  of  collection 
of  the  various  taxes,  we  hope  that  a new  horizon  will  be  opened  to 
this  country.” 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1343,  Saigon. . 

lid. 

1402.  Ichang 

. . 

• , 

. . 

Id. 

1344.  Stockholm 

, , 

2d. 

1403.  Aleppo 

. . 

Id. 

1345.  Galatz.. 

lid. 

1404.  Madrid 

, . 

Id. 

1346.  Trebizund 

, # 

Id. 

1405.  Newchwang 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1347.  Algiers 

• • 

, , 

3d. 

1406.  Wenchow 

. . 

si  • 

. . 

id. 

1348.  Amapala 

• • 

• • 

id. 

1407  Pakhoi 

, , 

• # 

lid. 

1349.  Cherbourg 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1408.  Hankow 

## 

. . 

Id. 

1350.  Jerusalem 

, # 

Id 

1409.  Amsterdam 

. , 

Id. 

1351.  Santiago 

. . 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1410.  Copenhagen 

. . 

id. 

1352.  San  Jos6 

, # 

, # 

Id. 

1411.  Damascus 

, . 

, , 

. , 

Id. 

1353.  Trieste 

3 id. 

1412.  Chefoo. . 

3d. 

1354.  Madrid 

. # 

2d. 

1413.  Swatow 

, # 

. . 

Id. 

1355.  Teneriffe 

, # 

id. 

1414.  Mannheim 

• • 

. . 

Hd. 

1356.  Havana 

, # 

2d. 

1415.  Fiume.. 

2d. 

1357.  Paraguay 

. , 

, , 

5d. 

1416.  Athens 

• • 

6d. 

1358.  Guayaquil 

, , 

* , 

4|d. 

1417.  Soul  .. 

lid. 

1359.  Cadiz  .. 

lid. 

1418.  Bey  rout 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1360.  Marseilles 

lid. 

1419.  Beilin.. 

Ud. 

1361.  Brest  .. 

Id. 

1420.  Nice  .. 

3d. 

1362.  Syra  .. 

2|d. 

1421.  Yokohama 

, # 

• • 

, . 

lid. 

1363.  Suakin.. 

, , 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1422.  Maracaibo 

# # 

• • 

# , 

Id. 

1364.  Callao.. 

Id. 

1423.  Tunis  .. 

1 Id. 

1365.  Piraeus 

# # 

2d. 

1424.  Baghdad  and  Bussorah 

, . 

Id. 

1366.  Stettin. . 

2d. 

1425.  Bio  Grande  do  sul 

, . 

7d. 

1367.  New  Orleans 

# # 

2id. 

1426.  Erzeroum 

• Q 

, # 

. . 

Id. 

1368.  Angora 

, , 

Id. 

1427.  Christiania 

. , 

# , 

, . 

6id. 

1369.  Antwerp 

, # 

2d. 

1428.  Charleston 

, , 

, f 

• • 

5id. 

1370.  Genoa  .. 

3 id. 

1429.  Meshed 

. # 

, , 

, . 

Id. 

1371.  Batoum 

, . 

, , 

. , 

2d, 

1430.  Copenhagen 

, , 

, , 

, , 

id. 

1372.  Rouen.. 

4 , 

, . 

2|d. 

1431.  Galveston 

, # 

, . 

2|d. 

1373.  Santo  Domingo 

, . 

hd. 

14  32.  Hamburg 

, # 

. . 

2_d. 

1374.  Nantes 

# # 

. . 

lid. 

1433.  Brindisi 

, # 

# , 

, , 

2 id. 

1375.  Taganrog 

, # 

, . 

2id. 

1434.  Gothenburg 

. . 

2d. 

1376  Ispahan 

. . 

• ♦ 

. . 

4id. 

1435.  Kiungchow 

• ♦ 

. . 

Id. 

1377.  Leghorn 

, . 

• # 

, , 

2d. 

1436.  St.  Petersburg 

. . 

id. 

1378.  Cagliari 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1437.  Malaga 

. , 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1379.  Boston 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1438.  Chicago 

, , 

, # 

, , 

2id. 

1380.  Palermo 

, , 

3d. 

1439.  Odessa 

# # 

# # 

, , 

2d. 

1381.  New  York 

# , 

, , 

2d, 

1440.  Tabreez 

# # 

, , 

id. 

1382.  Zanzibar 

, . 

# , 

. . 

2d. 

1441.  Tahiti  . . 

id. 

1383.  Naples 

. , 

• • 

. . 

lid. 

1442.  Shanghai 

, , 

2d. 

1384.  Constantinople 

• • 

. . 

2d. 

1443.  Nagasaki 

• , 

9 , 

Id. 

1385.  Buenos  Ayres.. 

• • 

, , 

5id. 

1444.  Madrid 

• • 

2id. 

1386.  Caiacas 

, , 

• • 

. . 

lid. 

1445.  Malaga 

# # 

2id. 

1387.  Vienna 

1446.  Rotterdam 

, # 

# # 

Id. 

1388.  Madeira 

, , 

, # 

# # 

id. 

1447.  Port  Said 

# # 

• l 

Id. 

1389.  Panama 

# # 

lid. 

1448.  Sofia  .. 

2 id. 

1390.  New  Orleans 

1449.  Warsaw 

9 # 

, # 

1 2d. 

1391.  Manila.. 

2d. 

1450.  Africa  (Congo) 

, . 

2d. 

139'?.  Foochow 

, , 

Id. 

1451.  Jeddah 

, # 

• > 

lid. 

1393.  Ningpo 

# , 

, # 

, , 

Id. 

1452  San  Francisco 

# 9 

, # 

5. id. 

1394.  Chinkiang 

. , 

, # 

Id. 

1453.  Oporto 

, , 

# # 

, # 

2d. 

1395.  Tamsui 

# , 

# # 

Id. 

1454.  Barcelona 

m # 

m # 

# # 

2d. 

1396.  Chungking 

, # 

, # 

lid. 

1455.  New  Caledonia 

id. 

1397.  Philadelphia 

* . 

, . 

, . 

3id. 

1456.  Smyrna 

, # 

, # 

Id. 

1398.  Bilbao.. 
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Mr.  O' Conor  to  the  Earl  of  Kimberley . 

My  Lord,  Pekin , May  31,  1894. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  to  your  Lordship  a 
Report  upon  the  Foreign  Trade  of  China  for  the  year  1893, 
which  has  been  drawn  up  by  the  Secretary  of  Her  Majesty’s 
Legation. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  N.  R.  O’CONOR. 


Report  on  the  Foreign  Trade  of  China  for  the  Year  1893. 
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CHINA. 


Good  year. 


Cotton  goods. 


Prospects. 


Railway. 


General  Remarks. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  foreign  trade  of  China  has  been 
reported  upon  so  fully  and  so  recently,  both  in  consular  and 
customs  reports  and  in  the  customs  decennial  report,  I purpose 
this  year  to  give  a very  brief  summary  of  the  reports  received 
from  our  Consuls,  only  noting  specially  any  change  or  tendency 
apparent  during  the  past  year,  and  any  novel  features  or  interest- 
ing points  which  may  have  hitherto  remained  unrecorded.  I 
take  the  ports  in  the  order  in  which  our  Consuls’  reports  come 
into  my  hands. 


Newchwang . 

The  customs  returns  show  that  Newchwang  has  had  another 
prosperous  year.  The  bean  crop,  on  which  the  trade  of  the  port 
mainly  depends,  was  deficient  in  quantity,  but  the  demand  was 
great  and  high  prices  were  maintained  throughout  the  season  of 
export.  Foreign  and  native  imports  were  also  considerable. 

The  imports  of  foreign  origin  reached  a value  of  1,100,743/. 

In  spite  of  the  great  fall  in  the  value  of  silver,  no  general 
falling  off  took  place  in  the  import  trade  during  the  latter  part  of 
1893.  This  is  attributed  to  the  success  of  the  bean  trade,  which 
put  money  into  the  pockets  of  the  populace  and  stimulated  im- 
porters to  order  goods  for  which  they  were  able  to  foresee  a 
certain  sale. 

Opium  has  remained  stationary. 

Cotton  goods  have  done  well,  and  English  drills  and  sheetings 
have  gained  a supremacy  over  the  American  imports,  which  for 
several  years  past  had  risen  in  quantity  until  they  represented 
nine- tenths  of  the  whole.  Now,  however,  the  supply  from  the 
United  States  is  short  and  dear  in  price. 

Indian  sheetings  have  risen,  and  some  Dutch  drills  appear  in 
the  returns. 

The  import  of  English  yarn  has  again  declined  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Indian  article. 

Sugar  from  the  Hong-Kong  refineries  and  American  kerosene 
oil  are  the  most  important  imports  at  Newchwang.  Shipping 
companies  enjoyed  a fairly  prosperous  year. 

There  is  every  prospect  that  1894  will  be  a good  year  for  trade. 

The  future  of  Manchurian  commerce  is  bound  up  in  the 
progress  of  the -railway.  In  the  two  northern  provinces  countless 
acres  await  only  hands  to  till  them  and  a cheap  means  of  con- 
veying their  produce  to  the  coast.  Shantung  will  readily  furnish 
the  required  immigration. 

The  railway  construction  is  steadily  advancing  and  should  be 
completed  in  the  course  of  a few  years,  if  the  sum  (400,000/.) 
devoted  by  the  Imperial  Government  annually  for  continuing  the 
work  is  forthcoming.  The  extraordinary  festivities  for  the  cele- 
bration of  the  60th  birthday  of  the  Empress  Dowager  this  year, 
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caused  the  Government  urgently  to  require  money,  and  they  have 
decided  to  borrow  from  the  railway  funds  half  the  allowance  for 
2 years  with  the  intention  of  repaying  the  money  by  additional 
appropriations  in  the  two  following  ones.  Some  delay  in  the 
building  of  the  line  will  inevitably  ensue  from  this  cause. 


Ichang . 

Ichang  shows  a small  decrease  of  trade  during  1893.  Decrease  of 

A new  steamer  has  been  placed  on  the  Hankow-Ichang  line  of  trade, 
the  Yangtse  Eiver  by  the  China  Merchants  Company.  She 
registers  879  tons,  has  triplicate  stern-propellers,  and  is  built  of 
steel.  On  a draught  of  5 feet  6 inches  she  can  carry  900  tons  of  New  steamer* 
cargo,  and  on  a draught  of  8 feet  some  1,200  tons.  She  was  built 
at  Yarrow,  was  taken  out  to  Shanghai  in  pieces  and  there  put 
together  again. 

The  importation  of  English  cotton  yarn  shows  a large  decrease,  imports  and 
and  the  same  remark  applies  to  woollen  goods.  exports. 

Imported  metals,  however,  show  an  increase. 

The  overland  traffic  in  native  opium  is  immense ; but  no  trust- 
worthy statistics  are  obtainable.  Importation  of  American 
kerosene  is  still  increasing.  Statistics  of  imports,  exports,  opium 
traffic,  movement  of  treasure,  &c.,  can  only  be  based  upon  what 
passes  through  the  foreign  customs;  it  is  not  possible  to  ascertain 
any  idea  of  what  goes  through  the  ordinary  Chinese  channels. 

The  transit  trade  still  showed  665  inward  transit  passes,  as  Transit  trade, 
against  824  in  1892. 

The  customs  revenue  has  remained  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year. 

1893  was  a good  year  for  Ichang.  Crops  were  better  than  in  General. 
1892,  consequently  the  people  were  contented,  and  displayed  less 
animosity  towards  foreigners.  The  summer  was  unusually  cool 
and  the  general  health  of  the  population  good. 

Several  new  European  buildings  have  been  erected,  and  the 
foreign  settlement  is  now  far  more  imposing  than  before  the  riot  of 
September,  1891. 

The  riverside  populace  still  resent  the  advent  of  steamers  and 
throw  stones  and  mud  at  them,  which  the  local  authorities  are 
unable  or  unwilling  to  prevent. 


Wencliov). 

The  total  trade  of  this  port  for  1893  was  181,6817  (in  foreign 
bottoms),  an  increase  of  nearly  30,000/.  over  the  previous  year. 

Although  a general  gain  has  been  apparent  the  chief  advance 
has  been  in  the  export  of  tea  and  the  import  of  kerosene  oil. 

The  chief  obstacles  in  the  way  of  still  further  expansion  are  General, 
the  want  of  capital  and  consequent  absence  of  the  system  of 
even  short  credit  prevailing  elsewhere.  The  population  is  poor, 
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as  is  proved  by  the  lowness  of  wages,  the  ordinary  day  labourer 
only  earning  130  cash,  about  3d.  per  diem.  His  wants  are,  there- 
fore, of  the  simplest,  and  here  comes  in  the  disadvantage  of  the 
monopoly  of  sea  carriage  held  by  the  China  Merchants  Company, 
and  exorbitant  freights.  For  the  cheap  and  bulky  cargo  which 
would  meet  the  requirements  of  the  lower  classes  is  unable  to  pay 
these  freights,  and  recourse  has  to  be  made  to  local  products. 

These  obstacles  might  be  removed  by  the  establishment  at 
Wenchow  of  a respectable  merchant  or  firm  whose  ships  would 
Call  as  occasion  required.  The  tea  trade  alone  should  be  sufficient 
inducement,  for,  heavily  handicapped  as  it  is  under  the  existing 
system,  it  has  continued  to  expand,  and  it  is  estimated  that  tea 
can  be  placed  on  the  Wenchow  market  at  least  at  2 dol.  per  picul 
less  than  at  Foochow.  The  cheapness  of  labour  should  also  render 
the  firing  and  packing  less  expensive.  It  is  astonishing  that  no 
attempt  has  been  made  by  foreign  merchants  since  1878  to  develop 
the  trade  of  the  port,  which  was  only  opened  in  1877.  The  out- 
look then  was  doubtless  discouraging,  as  the  export  of  tea  in 
foreign  bottoms  for  1878  was  only  90,000  lbs.  It  has  now  risen 
to  1,500,000  lbs.,  and  this  entirely  without  the  stimulus  of  foreign 
capital  and  intelligence.  Surely  (says  Consul  Mansfield)  there  is 
here  a field  for  enterprise  which  it  would  be  foolish  to  neglect. 

Wenchow,  formerly  a flourishing  port,  was  ruined  by  the 
Taiping  Rebellion,  but  there  are  other  marts  for  imports  within 
easy  reach  now  fed  from  Ningpo,  a much  more  distant  port.  Land 
is  exceedingly  cheap,  and  the  cost  of  living  perhaps  less  than  in 
any  other  part  of  China. 

For  3 years  the  British  flag  has  been  conspicuous  by  its 
absence,  but  now  a small  steamer,  the  “ Pekin,”  of  118  tons,  has 
begun  to  ply  between  Hong-Kong,  Amoy,  Foochow,  and  Wenchow, 
and  the  venture  has  been  so  satisfactory  that  the  owners  have 
purchased  a second  vessel,  which  is  to  commence  running  this 
spring. 

Want  of  competition  in  the  carrying  trade  to  Shanghai  is 
greatly  felt.  The  present  freight  is  5 dol.  per  ton,  and  rather  than 
accept  less,  though  reasonably  remunerative  amounts,  ships  will 
leave  with  little  or  no  cargo.  In  spite  of  this  the  profits  must  be 
very  large,  as  the  value  of  the  cargoes  carried  by  a small  steamer 
running  every  10  days  during  1893  amounted,  roughly  speaking,  to 
170,000/.,  while  the  passenger  traffic  is  an  important  addition. 

The  import  of  sugar,  probably  from  Hong-Kong,  has  trebled 
itself  during  the  past  year. 

Tea  continues  to  be  by  far  the  largest  article  of  export,  making 
up  66  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  More  than  half  of  it  was,  as 
hitherto,  exported  in  an  unprepared  state  to  Shanghai  and 
Hankow,  but  a new  departure  has  been  made  by  importing  boxes 
and  packing-lead,  and  exporting  tea  ready  for  the  foreign  market. 
The  amount  of  the  export  was  1,500,000  lbs.,  against  little  over 
1,000,000  lbs.  in  the  previous  year.  Some  was  sent  to  Amoy  to 
be  mixed  with  Formosa  Oolong  for  the  New  York  market.  The 
experiment  was,  however,  not  successful,  as  the  experts  on  tne 
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other  side  did  not  approve  of  the  mixture.  It  would  appear 
worthy  the  attention  of  some  foreign  firm  to  establish  a branch 
at  ihis  port.  The  tea  districts  are  close  at  hand,  and  dealers 
would  obviously  prefer  to  sell  their  wares  on  the  spot,  instead  of 
being  kept  out  of  their  capital  until  the  tea  is  sold  in  other 
markets. 

The  heavy  coast  freights  would  also  be  avoided.  In  former 
years  the  amounts  shipped  have  been  too  small  to  encourage 
foreigners  to  settle  at  Wenchow,  but  the  present  respectable 
figures,  with  the  prospect  of  largely-increasing  business,  should 
offer  sufficient  inducement. 

The  teas  are  of  good  quality,  and  if  it  be  worth  the  while  of 
the  dealers  to  send  their  goods  to  Hankow  for  exportation, 
purchasers  on  the  spot  should  show  a good  margin  of  profit. 

The  trade  being  entirely  in  Chinese  hands,  it  is  difficult  to 
obtain  any  information  beyond  the  figures  given  by  the  customs, 
but  it  seems  clear  that  there  is  already  a good  opening  for  at 
least  one  British  merchant. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  tea  which  passes  through  the 
maritime  customs  is  only  a fraction  of  the  total  tea  trade.  It  has 
recently  been  estimated  that  the  junk  borne  export  amounts  to 
some  6,000,000  lbs.,  mostly,  if  not  all,  of  the  commoner  sorts,  and 
“ un fired.” 


Chinkiang. 

Chinkiang  had  generally  a good  year  for  crops.  The  dreaded 
locust  plague  was  averted  by  heavy  snows  and  hard  frosts  early  in 
the  year,  which  destroyed  the  insects.  In  autumn  the  rainfall  Good  year, 
was  excessive,  and  in  some  parts  illness  was  so  rife  that  labour 
was  not  obtainable.  The  general  prosperity  is  evidenced  by  an 
increased  import  of  luxuries,  such  as  Indian  opium,  beche-de-mer, 
and  window-glass,  as  well  as  by  the  absence  of  anti-foreign  dis- 
turbances. 

The  customs  returns  show  an  advance  which  has  been  con- 
tinuous since  1889,  amounting  in  the  4 years  to  almost  exactly 
5,000,000  taels. 

The  trade,  however,  in  the  past  year  has  been  unsatisfactory  Decline  in 
from  a British  point  of  view,  for  although  the  falling-off  of  foreign 
imports  has  been  insignificant,  British  manufactures,  and  especially 
cotton  goods,  show  a marked  decrease,  and  the  same  is  the  case 
with  Indian  yarn. 

Steel  is  the  only  import  which  has  made  a considerable 
advance  both  in  quantity  and  in  value. 

The  remarks  on  the  trade  in  kerosene  oil,  sugar,  matches, 
and  other  sundries  are  similar  to  what  has  appeared  in  previous 
reports  recently  published. 

Native  opium  commands  a steady  traffic,  but  its  taxation  by 
the  likin  office  appears  to  be  somewhat  arbitrary,  and  occasionally 
excessive. 

Both  native  exports  and  imports  have  increased,  as  well  as 
the  tonnage  of  the  shipping  employed,  which  has  yet  been  in- 
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sufficient  for  the  demand,  so  that  steamer  companies  have  been 
exceptionally  fortunate  as  regards  freights. 

Suggestion  There  are  few  novelties,  says  Consul  Carles,  worth  suggesting 

for  to  importers,  but  cheap  reversible  safety  lamps  for  kerosene  oil 

are  almost  certain  to  find  favour,  and  if  their  safe  equalities  are 
fully  proved  they  might  eventually  oust  the  present  type  alto- 
gether, for  the  numerous  fires  arising  from  accidents  with  ordinary 
lamps  lead  to  constant  attempts  on  the  part  of  officials  to  prohibit 
the  use  both  of  the  lamps  and  of  the  oil.  The  lamps  now  in  use 
by  the  poorer  classes  of  Chinese  are  of  the  cheapest  and  com- 
monest German  make,  costing  about  each. 


Chefoo. 

Her  Majesty’s  Consul  reports  very  little  progress  during  the 
past  year  at  Chefoo  beyond  increased  communications  and  trade 
with  the  heart  of  Manchuria,  and  improvements  in  landing  and 
shipping  cargo. 

The  trade  carried  on  with  certain  nomtreaty  ports  on  the 
'coast  by  the  steamship  “ Kwang  Chi  ” has  been  spoken  of  in 
previous  reports.  Mr.  Allen  gives  details  of  her  voyages  during 
1893,  and  attaches  no  small  importance  to  a new  tract  of  country 
being  thus  opened  up  to  foreign  trade.  Beyond  this,  when  the 
North  China  Bail  way  comes  down  the  Peninsula  of  Manchuria  to 
Port  Arthur,  a great  impetus  will  be  given  to  traffic.  But  the 
Chinese  Government  may  well  refuse  to  allow  their  chief  naval 
station  to  become  a trading  port.  In  this  case  Ta  Tung  Kow  (one 
of  the  places  visited  by  the  “ Kwang  Chi  ”)  is  hard  by  ready  to 
take  its  place. 

In  June  last  the  Chefoo  local  post  office  was  established,  and 
kas  met  with  conspicuous  success  and  realised  a good  profit. 

As  there  is  no  good  land  communication  with  the  interior, 
the  manifest  want  of  the  port  is  more  small  coasting  steamers  of 
the  type  of  the  above-mentioned  “Kwang  Chi/'  and  it  appears 
that  there  is  a possibility  of  more  such  vessels  being  procured. 

Military  road.  The  military  road  to  Wei-hai  Wei,  spoken  of  in  last  year’s 
report,  has  been  much  improved  since  1892.  No  other  roads 
have  been  made,  nor  has  any  other  of  the  projected  improvements, 
such  as  waterworks,  harbour  ameliorations,  a breakwater,  and  a 
bund,  been  taken  in  hand. 

Forts.  Progress  has  been  made  with  the  Chefoo  forts,  which  are  now 

practically  complete,  and  only  await  their  armament.  It  is  said 

Ironclads.  that  two  new  ironclads  are  soon  to  be  added  to  the  northern 
squadron. 

The  year  1893  was  a generally  prosperous  one  for  the  Shan- 
tung province.  Quiet  has  prevailed  everywhere,  and  the  Fellow 
Biver  has  not  overflowed  its  banks. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  trade  and  emigration  traffic 
with  Bussia.  The  crops  have  been  fairly  good  though  there 
was  a falling-off  in  autumn  harvests,  and  the  prospects  for  this 
year  are  not  of  the  best. 
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The  total  value  of  trade  in  1893  differed  little  from  that  of 

1892,  and  was  in  excess  considerably  of  that  of  1891,  but  foreign 
imports  show  a serious  decrease  whilst  native  imports  and  exports 
have  increased. 

There  is  as  yet  no  importation  of  any  kind  of  machinery.  Machinery : 
Several  of  our  Consuls  remark  that  innumerable  circulars  reach  Question^ f 
them  from  manufacturers  in  England,  but  apparently  the  time  is  mip0lt  0 • 
not  ripe  and  the  plan  has  not  yet  been  devised  for  convincing 
the  Chinese  of  the  utility  of  generally  adopting  any  modern  labour- 
saving  appliances. 

In  regard  to  the  importation  of  kerosene,  the  American  oil 
appears  to  be  still  preferred  to  the  Russian  in  most,  if  not  all, 
parts  of  China. 

The  Chefoo  miscellaneous  imports  include  soap  to  the  value  of 
742 /.,  but  it  is  not  explained  for  what  purpose  it  is  imported,  and 
in  this  particular  I am  at  a loss  to  hazard  a conjecture. 

H.M/s  Consul  is  unable  to  suggest  an  opening  for  any  fresh 
articles  of  import. 

There  was  an  improvement  of  30  per  cent,  in  the  silk  crop  of 

1893,  and  a corresponding  advance  in  the  export  of  yellow  silk, 
most  of  which  goes  to  the  Paris  market. 

Consul  Allen  gives  in  his  report  some  interesting  details  of 
the  straw  braid  industry,  which  is  of  much  importance  at  Chefoo  ; 
and  forwards  specimens  of  the  manufactured  article.  He  advocates 
the  establishment  of  a straw-braid  exchange,  or  guild,  to  further 
the  interests  and  to  promote  honesty  in  the  trade. 


Pakhoi. 

Pakhoi  shows  the  usual  decrease  in  the  import  of  opium,  and 
a falling-off  in  cotton  goods  to  the  extent  of  11,000/.  This  was 
mostly  due  to  the  exceptionally  large  quantity  of  rice  that  had 
to  be  imported,  owing  to  the  scarcity  caused  by  the  floods  in 
spring. 

Liquid  indigo  comes  down  from  the  province  of  Kwangsi. 
Plantations  of  it  are  found  all  along  the  course  of  the  great  West 
River. 

There  are  several  natural  products  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Possibilities. 
Pakhoi  which  would  repay  proper  cultivation.  The  ricinus,  or 
castor-oil  plant,  grows  wild  abundantly ; areca  and  cocoanut  palms 
and  coffee  would  probably  do  well,  as  they  all  flourish  in  neigh- 
bouring places  and  others  of  the  same  latitude.  Coffee  is  not  as 
yet  appreciated  by  the  Chinese  themselves,  but  might  be  a re- 
munerative export. 

A curious  article  of  export  is  dried  lizards,  of  which  over  a curious 
100,000  are  annually  exported,  to  the  value  of  some  500/.  They  export, 
are  used  for  making  medicine  called  “ lizard  wine,”  said  to  be  a 
tonic  and  a cure  for  eye  diseases.  In  all  kinds  of  native  medicines 
there  is  a large  trade. 

There  are  no  British  merchants  at  Pakhoi  or  Hoihow. 
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An  extensive  junk  trade  is  carried  on  with  Tonkin  and 
Annam.  The  total  annual  junk  trade  is  estimated  at  100,000/. 

Mr.  Fraser,  our  Consul,  furnishes  a detailed  account  of  the 
competition  with  which  Pakhoi  is  threatened  by  rivals  east  and 
west.  He  remarks  upon  the  importance  of  opening  the  West 
Eiver  to  foreign  trade.  He  tells  us  that  sericulture  is  extending, 
and  he  does  not  despair  of  a considerable  expansion  of  trade  in 
the  future. 

The  town  of  Pakhoi  is  growing  in  size,  and  more  and  more 
land  is  coming  into  cultivation  around  it.  Piracy  is  less  common 
on  the  coast.  The  Chinese  merchants  (in  whose  hands  the  trade 
virtually  is)  have  increased  in  number,  and  though  each  may 
complain  that  it  is  harder  for  him  to  make  money  owing  to  the 
competition,  the  advantage  to  the  port  cannot  be  denied. 


Tamsui. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  the  Acting- Consul,  reports  as  follows  : — - 

Some  extensions  of  the  two  railway  lines  have  been  made. 
Ho  serious  interruption  of  traffic  has  occurred.  The  number  of 
engines  has  been  increased,  and  the  previous  petty  interruptions 
and  delays  have  much  diminished.  During  1893  a good  deal  of 
bridge  work  has  been  done  on  the  southern  line,  almost  entirely  by 
the  Chinese  alone,  under  a Cantonese  known  as  “ Chang,  the  bridge 
builder.”  In  the  way  of  rolling  stock,  3 engines,  4 passenger 
coaches,  and  6 waggons  were  imported  from  Birmingham. 

During  the  year  the  Government  has  turned  out  a considerable 
amount  of  5 c.  and  10  c.  silver  coins,  without  any  minting 
machinery,  the  coins  being  struck  by  cartridge-making  machines 
slightly  altered,  and  which  answer  the  purpose  fairly  well. 

A powder  factory  has  been  started,  with  the  result  that  three 
explosions  have  already  taken  place,  and  several  lives  lost. 
“ Judging  from  the  past,”  says  the  Consul,  “ the  manufacture  and 
preparation  of  warlike  stores  seems  likely  to  act  as  a permanent 
check  on  the  population  of  North  Formosa,  owing  to  the  incurable 
carelessness  of  the  workmen.” 

In  a year  of  almost  universal  trade  depression  North  Formosa 
prospered,  the  gross  value  of  trade  being  the  highest  on  record, 
and  showing  an  increase  both  in  exports  and  imports. 

The  importation  of  both  Indian  and  Persian  opium  decreased. 
The  latter  has  almost  entirely  replaced  the  former  in  the  Formosan 
market,  and  there  is  practically  no  demand  at  all. 

Japanese  cotton  cloth  is  gaining  the  day  over  European 
imports.  (This  subject  has  been  considered  in  detail  in  the  recent 
summary  made  of  the  customs’  decennial  report,  1881-92.) 

The  importation  of  Japanese  matches  is  still  increasing ; but 
it  is  a curious  fact  that  a heavy  fall  of  over  134,000  gallons  has 
taken  place  in  American  kerosene  oil,  and  little  less  than  400,000 
gallons  for  the  Kussian  kind.  Ho  reason  is  given  in  the  Consul’s 
report  for  this  phenomenon. 
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The  camphor  trade  is  rapidly  growing  in  importance.  The  Camphor, 
export  in  1893  was  far  the  largest  on  record,  and  more  than 
double  that  of  the  previous  year.  A still  further  increase  may 
confidently  be  expected. 

The  export  of  tea  was  also  the  highest  hitherto  recorded,  and  Tea. 
amounted  to  21,854,867  lbs.,  almost  double  the  figures  of  1878, 
and  six  times  those  of  1874. 


Chungking. 

Chungking,  with  a total  trade  of  1,748,179/.,  has  a considerable 
decline  in  foreign  imports,  particularly  cottons,  woollens,  and 
metals.  The  decrease  is  mainly  due  to  overstocking  in  1892,  but 
the  inevitable  conclusion  is  that  the  demand  for  foreign  textiles  is 
not  extending  in  Western  China. 

Improved  means  of  communication  would  do  wonders  for  the 
development  of  trade ; but  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  prospect 
of  easier  conveyance. 

All  the  navigation  trade  is  carried  on  by  chartered  junks  only, 
and  there  is  probably  very  little  profit  to  be  made  out  of  the 
shipping  business. 

Foreign  charterers  complain  of  extortion  on  the  part  of  native 
customs  officers,  and  the  local  authorities  complain  of  abuses  on 
the  part  of  the  j unk  masters  ; yet,  on  the  whole,  the  system  works 
well  and  with  wonderfully  little  friction. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  decline  in  the  import  of  all  cotton  Decrease  of 
goods,  dealers  profess  to  have  had  a good  year,  and  only  one  or  foreign 
two  important  failures  have  occurred.  imports. 

Stocks  are  reported  low,  so  that  there  is  a prospect  of  increased 
imports  this  year. 

English  yarn  has  almost  disappeared  from  the  market.  Indian 
yarn  has  risen  in  price  in  consequence  of  the  fall  in  the  value  of 
silver,  but  still  meets  with  a brisk  demand. 

The  competition  of  the  cotton  cloth  mill  at  Shanghai  ceased  on 
that  establishment  being  destroyed  by  fire  on  October  19,  1893 ; 
but  a more  serious  competitor  has  arisen  in  W uchang  yarn,  which  Fiscal 
is  accorded  an  advantage  over  the  imported  article  of  a half  duty,  privilege  to 
There  is  also  a scheme  on  foot  for  establishing  a cotton  mill  near  nafclve  ?arn* 
Chungking  itself,  but  a difficulty  is  likely  to  arise  as  to  the  supply 
of  raw  material,  and  the  conclusion  is  that,  provided  the  price  of 
Indian  yarn  does  not  rise  much  higher  than  at  present,  it  is 
unlikely  that  it  will  ever  be  driven  from  this  market,  though  the 
consumption  may  be  seriously  reduced. 

A great  fire  broke  out  on  June  25,  1893,  by  which  some  440  Serious  fire, 
houses  were  gutted,  five  lives  were  lost,  and  property  to  the  value 
of  37,500/.  was  destroyed.  The  officials  and  gentry  subscribed 
handsomely  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers,  and  almost  all  the 
houses  have  been  rebuilt.  The  native  community  have  themselves 
ordered  four  fire-engines,  with  other  appliances,  from  Canton. 

The  native  opium  trade  has  remained  steady.  The  high  prices  Native  opium 
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ruling  down-river  and  the  profits  made  in  1893  will  probably  lead 
to  an  early  opening  of  the  market  and  large  shipments  this  year. 

Large  supplies  of  musk  came  from  Thibet,  and  the  export 
increased  at  lowered  prices. 


Foochow. 


Decrease  of 
imports. 


Tea : 

Better 
prospects  of. 


Foochow  had  in  1893  a total  net  value  of  trade  amounting  to 
2,422,098/.,  showing  a decrease  in  sterling  value  but  an  increase  in 
silver  prices. 

The  year  was  not  prosperous  for  the  central  and  northern  parts 
of  the  province,  the  autumn  harvests  were  poor,  great  misery  and 
distress  resulted,  and  the  situation  was  aggravated  by  a serious  rise 
in  the  price  of  rice. 

English  and  German  shipping  show  an  increase  over  1892. 
Foreign  imports  decreased,  notably  cotton  goods  and  yarn.  Many 
of  the  native  calico- making  houses  were  closed;  but  the  stock 
of  local-made  native  cloth  was  also  far  in  excess  of  the  demand. 

Tea  exportation  improved  in  1893.  The  importation  of  kerosene 
oil  increased. 

After  12  years  of  dwindling  trade  the  tea  supply  suddenly  in- 
creased and  good  trade  was  done,  leading  to  renewed  hopes  and 
anticipations  for  the  future.  Only  in  the  London  market  the 
balance  of  results  was  unfavourable  to  the  tea  merchants. 

The  total  amount  of  kerosene  sent  under  transit  pass  inland  in 
1893  was  787,560  gallons,  the  majority  of  which  was  Eussian. 
The  increase  of  importation  over  that  of  the  previous  year  was  very 
notable. 


Tainan. 


Her  Majesty’s  Consul  remarks  that  in  Formosa  trade  is  heavily 
handicapped  by  taxation ; including  likin,  camphor-workers 
“ protection  tax,”  and  land  tax  which  is  ,c  o burdensome  that  land 
is  put  out  of  cultivation  to  avoid  it,  and  the  population  in  the 
interior  is  being  diminished, 

Decrease  of  The  returns  show  a decrease  of  nearly  12  per  cent,  in  trade, 
trade.  due  entirely  to  the  depreciation  of  silver. 

The  chief  foreign  import  is  opium ; chiefly  Persian,  which  has 
advanced  in  price  and  caused  a marked  increase  in  the  use  of 
Opium.  opium  pills  imported  from  Hongkong  and  Amoy,  and  also  made  at 
Tainan. 

Native  opium  is  too  high  in  price  to  compete  successfully  with 
the  Persian  drug. 

Adulteration.  Sesamum-seed  cake  is  now  quite  out  of  use  for  opium  adultera- 
tion, having  been  supplanted  by  “ Tientsin  cake,”  a repulsive 
preparation  of  boiled  down  skins  and  all  kinds  of  gelatinous  refuse, 
to  which  opium  has  been  added  in  the  boiling  or  anything  that 
imitates  the  taste  or  smell  of  opium.  The  adulteration  is  yearly 
increasing  and  the  price  of  the  so-called  “ medicinal  cake  ” has 
risen  considerably.  The  cake  is  mostly  imported  by  foreign  vessels, 
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and  is  sold  by  the  dealers  together  with  each  chest  of  opium.  The 
poorer  classes  now  buy  a mixture  of  nearly  equal  parts  of  opium 
and  “ Tientsin  cake,”  which  must  be  far  more  injurious  than  the 
pure  drug. 

An  advance  in  price,  coupled  with  increasing  poverty  of  the  Colton  goods, 
people,  has  caused  a falling-off  in  the  importation  of  cotton  goods  ; 
and  English  wares  are  being  supplanted  by  the  manufactures  of 
Japan  and  North  China. 

Eussian  kerosene  is  improving  in  quality ; but  American  oil  is 
still  preferred  as  it  smokes  less  and  burns  better. 

The  sugar  trade  is  flourishing  and  its  prospects  for  1894  are  Sugar, 
favourable.  A foreign  iron  cane-crushing  mill  has  been  erected 
and  gives  excellent  results,  promising  a further  introduction  of 
similar  machinery  in  course  of  time. 

The  camphor  trade  has  prospered  and  new  camphor  districts 
have  been  opened  up. 

Turmeric  was  very  profitable  both  to  growers  and  exporters, 
and  the  stock  was  exhausted  without  meeting  the  demand  for  this 
article. 


Ningpo. 

Ningpo  does  not  exhibit  any  general  expansion  of  trade,  and 
imports  show  a falling-off  in  quantity  under  nearly  every  head. 
Exports,  however,  were  considerably  above  the  average ; but  ship- 
ping returns  show  a decrease. 

The  importation  of  opium  was  lower  than  in  any  year  since 
1887,  owing  to  a short  import  of  Indian  opium  which  could  only 
be  obtained  at  Shanghai  at  enormously  enhanced  rates. 

Cotton  goods  show  a decreased  import  of  249,175  pieces.  The 
import  of  woollen  goods  20  years  ago  was  more  than  treble  the 
present  quantity. 

During  the  year  a “ kerosene  ring  ” was  formed,  and  prices  were 
gradually  forced  up  until  competition  was  excited  and  the  com- 
bination was  eventually  broken  up. 

Eice  was  largely  imported  by  steamers  in  preference  to  junks, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  piracy  in  the  Ohusan  Archipelago 
which  made  the  people  afraid  to  ship  their  produce  in  the  native 
craft. 

A very  large  import  and  export  of  native  medicines  took  place ; 
and  a small  business  was  done  in  such  foreign  remedies  as  quinine, 
morphia,  castor-oil,  cod-liver-oil,  chlorodine,  &c.,  a business  capable 
of  immense  extension  were  the  prejudices  of  the  Chinese  with 
regard  to  foreign  drugs  once  overcome. 

In  importation  of  sundries  an  increase  is  recorded  in  matches, 
flour,  aniline  dyes,  and  condensed  milk. 

Native  exports  rose  over  27  per  cent.,  the  most  important 
items  being  tea  and  cotton.  The  export  of  raw  cotton  was  more  Cotton, 
than  double  that  of  1892 ; the  cultivation  having  been  largely 
extended  owing  to  the  anticipated  demand  for  the  mills  in 
Janan. 
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Decline  of 

foreign 

interests. 


Shipping. 


Trade. 


The  Ningpo  steam  cotton-mill,  to  which  reference  was  made  in 
last  year’s  report,  has  also  proved  very  remunerative,  and  the 
proprietor,  encouraged  by  success,  is  erecting  a new  yarn  spinning 
mill  to  be  opened  by  the  end  of  this  year. 

Piracy,  always  prevalent  along  the  seaboard  of  this  province, 
was  unusually  rife  during  the  past  year.  Official  returns  for  the 
first  6 months  of  1893  show  a total  of  59  pirates  killed  and  taken 
prisoners  by  the  Government  cruisers  stationed  at  this  port. 

The  steady  decadence  of  foreign  interests  is  manifested  by 
successive  transfers  of  property  from  foreign  to  native  owners,  and 
under  present  circumstances  this  state  of  things  does  not  appear 
likely  to  improve. 


Hankov. ;. 

Hankow  does  not  give  entirely  satisfactory  reports  of  foreign 
trade  in  1893,  there  being  a decrease  to  the  value  of  over 
1,000,000/. 

Here,  as  elsewhere,  the  silver  question  has  caused  a general 
disturbance  of  trade.  There  has  been  an  enoimous  increase  in  the 
import  of  silver  and  a corresponding  decrease  in  imports  generally. 
Exports  have  improved  all  round;  but  these  also  have  been  pre- 
judiced by  the  steady  drop  in  exchange,  since  exporters  were 
afraid  of  venturing  too  far  lest  a further  fall  might  leave  unsold 
goods  on  their  hands  and  enable  subsequent  purchasers  to  undersell 
them. 

In  shipping  there  was  an  increase  of  60,000  tons,  the  whole  of 
which  was  British.  The  navigation  of  the  upper  river  is  still 
difficult  on  account  of  the  absence  of  lights. 

Passenger  rates  for  natives  ha,ve  been  raised,  with  the  effect  of 
checking  to  some  extent  the  gangs  of  steamer  thieves  who  used  to 
reap  a rich  harvest  by  travelling  up  and  down  and  plundering 
their  fellow  passengers. 

The  total  value  of  trade  in  1893  was  12,548,069/.  There  was 
a notable  decrease  in  import  of  cotton  goods.  Bombay  yarn  shows 
a decline  of  over  50  per  cent. 

Every  foreign  import  has  decreased  excepting  kerosene  oil, 
which  has  nearly  doubled  and  is  yearly  increasing  throughout  the 
whole  country. 

Our  Consul  predicts  that  when  the  oil  tanks  at  Shanghai  are  in 
full  working  order,  Russian  will  take  the  place  of  American 
kerosene. 

Foreign  opium  is  being  steadily  superseded  by  the  native  drug. 

The  total  export  of  tea  for  the  season  was  : — 
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To — 

Quantity. 

Lbs. 

Great  Britain  direct 

8,918,962 

Kussia  direct  and  vid  Shanghai  .. 

21,809,270 

Tit  ntsin  for  Ru  sia 

16,935,604 

America  and  Canada,  via  Shanghai 

6,078,986 

Total  . . 

53,742,822 

being  an  increase  of  10,390,129  lbs.  over  the  previous  year. 

The  export  of  tallow  has  been  resumed  after  a lapse  of  20 
years,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  its  assuming  large  propor- 
tions. An  unlimited  quantity  of  vegetable  tallow  could  be  pro- 
duced if  there  were  a demand  for  it. 

Amoy. 

Amoy  has  had  the  largest  foreign  trade  hitherto  recorded,  but 
an  alarming  decrease  in  that  portion  in  which  Great  Britain  is 
most  interested.  The  total  trade  value  increased  by  nearly  25 
per  cent,  over  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  the  shipping  tonnage 
increased  by  11,808  tons. 

The  British  flag  held  its  own  with  about  80  per  cent,  of  all  the 
shipping,  which  included  164  sailing  vessels. 

Emigration  to  the  Straits  Settlements  showed  a material 
development. 

Exports  of  native  produce  declined,  but  re-exports  showed  a 
considerable  increase. 

The  past  season’s  tea  trade  was  not  looked  back  to  with  satis- 
faction at  Amoy.  There  was  no  improvement  in  quality,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  some  unscrupulous  dealers  took  to  mixing  inferior 
leaf  with  good  Formosa  tea,  a trick  which  seriously  threatens  the 
existence  of  that  article  on  the  American  market,  where  it  already 
shows  a considerable  falling  off,  whilst  the  export  to  Great  Britain 
has  proportionately  increased. 

The  export  of  sugar  continues  to  decline. 

Our  Consul  notes  the  praiseworthy  efforts  of  the  Taotai  Silk, 
of  Changchow  to  revive  the  once  important  silk  industry  in 
that  prefecture.  The  Taotai  bore  the  expense  of  planting 
mulberry  trees  and  training  men  in  the  methods  of  sericulture 
three  years  ago.  None  of  the  wealthy  natives  consented  to 
assist  him  in  his  laudable  enterprise,  but  some  native  Christians 
have  taken  up  the  movement,  and  the  enlightened  official  is 
giving  them  all  the  protection  his  influence  can  afford. 

A very  marked  improvement  is  noticed  in  the  production  and  Opium, 
manufacture  of  native  opium,  which  is  taking  the  place  of  the 
foreign  drug  of  all  kinds,  and  supplanting  to  a great  extent  the 
cultivation  of  wheat,  so  that  the  farmers  grow  poppies  on  their 
land  and  import  flour  from  America. 
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Changes  in 
China  trade. 


Indian  trade. 

Japan  trade. 

Trade  with 
Europe. 


/all  in  silver. 


Japanese  matches  have  now  practically  driven  European 
matches  out  of  the  Amoy  market. 

Russian  kerosene  is  successfully  competing  with  American  oil 
and  tanks  are  being  constructed  for  the  storing  of  it  in  bulk, 
without  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  natives  or  of  the  local 
authorities. 

Of  native  imports,  rice  from  Saigon  and  raw  cotton  show  the 
highest  figures ; also  leaf  tobacco  and  wheat.  The  great  increase 
in  native  imports  clearly  shows  the  damage  that  the  inordinate 
appreciation  of  gold  has  wrought  to  the  foreign  trade. 


Shanghai. 

Shanghai  tells  much  the  same  tale  as  the  other  ports.  The  fall 
in  the  gold  value  of  silver  caused  a rise  in  the  currency  price  of 
many  foreign  articles,  and  a great  falling  off  took  place  in  foreign 
imports,  especially  in  the  large  staples,  such  as  Manchester  cottons, 
Indian  yarn,  and  opium. 

Striking  changes  have  befallen  the  China  trade  during  the 
last  20  or  25  years.  The  direct  imports  from  England  are  now 
actually  some  6 per  cent,  less  than  they  were  in  1872,  and  exports 
have  fallen  in  value  as  much  as  75  per  cent.  In  1872  the  imports 
from  England  were  slightly  over  50  per  cent,  of  the  whole  trade, 
and  the  imports  from  England,  India,  and  all  British  possessions 
iamounted  together  to  more  than  90  per  cent  of  the  whole. 

in  1893  the  same  imports  only  formed  80  per  cent,  of  the 
wliole,  and  the  direct  imports  from  England  have  fallen  to  32  per 
cent,  of  the  whole.  Similarly  the  direct  exports  to  Great  Britain, 
which  formed  65  per  cent,  of  the  trade  in  1872,  have  fallen  to 
only  15  per  cent,  in  1893. 

Trade  with  India  shows  a considerable  and  continuous  rise 
both  in  imports  and  exports  ; though  the  trade  in  yarn  has  this 
year  received  a serious  check  due  to  changes  in  the  Indian 
currency  system, 

Trade  with  Japan  also  continues  to  grow  at  a rapid  rate,  par- 
ticularly in  the  export  of  raw  cotton  from  China  to  that  country. 

Direct  trade  with  the  continent  of  Europe  has  developed  to 
very  large  figures,  the  opening  of  the  Suez  Canal  having  caused 
shipments  to  be  made  direct,  instead  of  via  London  as  was 
formerly  the  case. 

Direct  steam  communication  with  such  large  cities  as  Antwerp 
Bremen,  &c.,  has  also  assisted  in  diverting  cargo,  especially  tea, 
and  silk. 

Tea  for  Russia  also  now  goes  direct,  and  Russia  is  the  chief 
buyer  of  China  teas. 

During  the  past  2 years  the  value  of  silver  has  fallen  as  much 
as  26  per  cent.,  and  though  in  some  cases  the  result  has  been 
favourable  to  the  merchant,  the  fluctuations  have  been  a 
source  of  great  anxiety  to  all  engaged  in  trade,  and  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  heavy  losses  through  the  constant  depreciation 
of  values  have  been  entailed. 
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In  the  matter  of  imports  of  Manchester  goods  the  general  Effect  on 
course  during  the  long  period  since  silver  began  to  decline  in  value  cotton  goods, 
has  been  that  the  gold  price  in  England  has  fallen  almost  pari 
passu  with  the  fall  in  silver.  An  ordinary  piece  of  shirtings 
which  in  1872  cost  10s.  in  Manchester  is  now  invoiced  out  at  6s., 
consequently  the  selling  price  in  silver  in  the  East  remained 
remarkably  steady  up  to  the  end  of  1892.  But  in  1893  the 
Manchester  market  ceased  to  follow  the  downward  course  of  silver, 
and  there  has  been  a rapid  rise  in  prices  on  this  side. 

It  is  as  yet  too  early  to  forecast  the  result ; but  one  of  the 
immediate  consequences  has  been  that  large  quantities  of  China 
cotton  at  very  cheap  rates  are  going  forward  to  Liverpool,  a thing 
that  has  not  happened  since  the  cotton  famine  of  1863-64.  This 
will  doubtless  tend  to  lower  home  prices,  at  least  in  certain  classes 
of  fabrics.  Prices  during  1893  were  fairly  remunerative  to  im- 
porters ; and  several  causes  combined  to  maintain  a rise  in  silver 
prices ; but  while  the  course  of  business  has  been  satisfactory  to 
the  middlemen,  both  foreign  and  Chinese,  it  has  not  been  so  either 
to  the  native  consumer  or  to  the  British  manufacturer. 

At  the  same  time  the  great  falling- off  in  these  imports  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  a permanent  decline  in  the  demand  for  them, 
and  as  stocks  are  already  low,  a considerable  recovery  is  probable 
in  1894.  If,  however,  the  high  level  of  prices  is  maintained  over 
any  great  length  of  time,  there  is  bound  to  be  a large  and  lasting 
reduction  in  the  consumption  and  a great  stimulus  to  local  manu- 
factures and  to  manufactures  in  the  East  generally. 

The  price  of  Indian  yarn  rose  with  the  value  of  the  rupee  and 
the  amount  of  its  importation  fell  50  per  cent.  A further  and 
serious  decline  is  to  be  apprehended. 

Upon  exports  from  China  to  Europe  the  fall  in  silver  had  no  Exports : 
less  disturbing  effects.  The  general  tendency  to  promote  the  Silk, 
'volume  of  exports  being  counteracted  by  the  lowering  of  their 
European  price.  This  was  particularly  felt  in  the  silk  market, 
where  low  exchange  coupled  with  languid  demand  forced  down 
the  London  prices  by  20  to  25  per  cent,  and  caused  heavy  losses 
to  importers. 

In  the  importation  of  drills  and  sheetings  American  competition  General, 
has  for  some  years  past  assumed  a menacing  aspect;  but  now 
appears  to  be  subsiding  and  falling-off,  whilst  a far  more  serious 
rival  in  this  class  of  gdods  exists  in  local  manufacture.  The  same 
may  be  said  in  regard  to  Indian  yarn,  the  stability  of  which  is 
further  threatened  by  the  appearance  of  Japanese  yarn  as  an 
import,  noted  for  the  first  time  in  the  customs  returns. 

The  demand  for  Indian  opium  at  Shanghai  has  long  been 
stationary  with  a tendency  to  retrograde.  In  the  importation  of 
machinery  there  was  an  increase  to  the  value  of  75,000/.  over  that 
of  1892. 

Kerosene  oil  increases  in  amount  and  value  every  year  as  an  Kerosene  oil 
import ; now  reaching  28,000,0000  gallons,  worth  560,000/.  tanks. 
Tanks  have  been  built  and  are  already  in  use,  with  a good  promise 
of  success  for  the  future. 

(1834) 


B 


16 


CHINA. 


Speaking  generally,  Mr.  Jamieson,  the  Consul,  notices  the  great 
growth  of  Japanese  trade  of  all  kinds,  and  the  serious  rivalry  with 
which  it  threatens  the  productions  of  Europe  and  India. 

Raw  silk  is  the  most  important  export  from  Shanghai.  During 
1893  the  market  underwent  the  greatest  vicissitudes  in  regard  to 
prices. 

Tea  export  from  all  China  has  somewhat  recovered  lost  ground 
and  prices  have  been  rather  stronger ; but  the  English  demand 
slackens  annually.  Green  tea  shows  a large  advance,  going 
mostly  to  America  and  to  Bombay  for  Persia  and  Afghanistan. 
Local  The  burning  of  the  Shanghai  cotton  mill  in  October  last  caused 

industries.  a great  loss  to  the  owners  as  the  building  was  uninsured.  The 
establishment  is  being  rapidly  rebuilt  and  will  soon  be  re-opened 
with  largely  augmented  machinery.  Three  other  new  mills  have 
been  contracted  for,  on  condition  of  paying  a royalty  to  the  pioneer 
mill  which  is  owned  by  officials. 

Mr.  Jamieson  makes  some  pertinent  observations  in  his  report 
upon  the  question  of  the  right  of  foreigners  to  import  machinery 
and  to  engage  in  cotton  manufacture  and  other  industries  at  the 
open  ports.  These  rights  are  claimed  by  foreign  merchants  under 
treaty,  but  are  steadily  denied  by  the  Chinese  Government. 

The  future  of  this  question  is  uncertain  and  the  development 
of  cotton  manufacture  depends,  amongst  other  things,  upon  the 
rate  of  silver.  Should  such  development  take  place,  the  Chinese 
will  prove  very  serious  competitors  both  to  Bombay  and  to 
Lancashire. 

Silk  filatures.  The  addition  is  recorded  of  two  new  filatures  for  reeling  silk 
from  cocoons  by  foreign  machinery. 


Corea . 

The  average  annual  foreign  trade  of  Corea  does  not  rise  above 
1,500,000/.,  and  in  1893  it  showed  a considerable  decline. 

The  bulk  of  imports  consists  of  British  goods.  The  diminution 
of  trade  is  ascribed  to  the  unsettled  political  condition  of  the 
country  in  the  spring  and  to  the  damage  done  to  the  crops  by  storms 
in  the  autumn ; in  consequence  of  which  the  Government  re- 
sorted to  its  favourite  expedient  of  prohibiting  the  export  of  rice, 
Prohibition  of  a measure  which  but  a short  time  ago  brought  them  into  serious 
export  of  rice,  difficulties  with  Japan,  to  which  country  they  were  forced  to  pay 
an  indemnity  of  over  10,000/.  This  embargo  naturally  checked 
the  entire  trade  of  the  peninsula  in  a very  serious  manner.  More- 
over the  officials  appear  to  have  done  their  best  to  hinder  local 
business  by  vexatious  enactments  and  exactions ; though  not 
always  with  complete  success.  The  port  of  Fusan  sees  its  trade 
threatened  by  an  “ Agency  ” which  arrogates  the  powers  of  a semi- 
official broker’s  guild  combined  with  those  of  a native  custom-house. 
The  levying  of  inland  duties,  contrary  to  treaty,  also  checks  the 
development  of  trade,  and  unites  with  the  absence  of  roads  and 
navigable  rivers  to  prevent  foreign  goods  from  penetrating  far  into 
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the  interior.  Added  to  all  this  the  enormous  depreciation  in  the  Low  value  of 
value  of  the  native  “ cash  ” currency  vis-a-vis  to  silver  must  be  native 
taken  into  account.  Not  long  ago  1 dol.  exchanged  for  700  to  currency- 
800  cash,  whilst  now  it  is  worth  3,000  to  3,300  cash. 

No  British  steamer  appeared  off  the  Corean  coast  during  the  Shipping, 
year,  and  the  foreign  shipping  continues  wholly  Japanese.  Owing 
to  the  rice  embargo  it  shows  a decline  of  25  per  cent,  on  the 
figures  of  1892. 

A feature  of  the  year  is  the  large  increase  of  vessels  under  the 
Corean  flag,  which  in  8 years  have  risen  from  7 steamers  and 
3 sailing  ships  to  141  steamers  and  149  sailing  ships,  a gain  of 
nearly  500  per  cent.  No  vessels  of  foreign  type  are  built  in  Corea 
up  to  date. 

The  coasting  trade  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  a country 
utterly  devoid  of  roads,  canals,  and  navigable  rivers. 

There  was  a great  decrease  in  exports  in  1893,  excepting  in  Decrease  in 
fish  and  fish  manure.  The  catch  of  sardines,  always  enormous,  exPorts- 
was  treble  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  export  of  cow-hides  decreased  owing  to  there  being  less 
cattle  plague  in  the  country.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  the  writer  of  the 
original  consular  report,  gives  some  curious  details  concerning  the 
regulations  as  to  the  slaughter  of  beasts  and  the  traffic  in  their 
meat  and  skins. 

There  was  a large  increase  in  the  export  of  native  cotton  from 
Fusan,  both  raw  and  manufactured.  The  latter  competed  success- 
fully with  Manchester  goods,  being  all  hand-woven,  and  although 
coarser  in  texture,  more  durable  in  substance. 

The  Chinese  and  Japanese  have  ever  been  antagonistic  rivals  General 
in  Corea.  During  1893  the  number  of  Chinese  has  slightly  in-  remar  8‘ 
creased  and  that  of  Japanese  decreased.  A better  class  of  traders 
of  both  nationalities  is  coming  into  the  country,  and  the  Chinese 
are  making  the  greater  progress  of  the  two. 

A contract  was  made  with  an  American  engineer  for  lighting 
the  King’s  Palace  at  Soul  with  electricity. 

Kiukiang . 

At  the  time  of  writing  no  reports  from  this  and  the  following 
ports  have  reached  H.M.’s  Legation  from  our  consular  officers,  and 
the  details  given  are  taken  from  the  trade  reports  of  the  Imperial 
maritime  customs. 

The  volume  of  trade  at  Kiukiang  did  not  greatly  decline  during 
1893,  but  complaints  were  made  on  all  sides  that  the  year  was  far 
from  prosperous. 

Serious  losses  were  suffered  in  the  tea  trade  and  many  native 
merchants  had  to  relinquish  business.. 

Foreign  imports  decreased  by  14  per  cent.  There  was  a large 
decline  in  the  import  of  opium. 

Bussian  tea  buyers  were  more  restricted  as  to  price  than 
formerly,  a condition  of  things  which  appears  likely  to  become 
permanent.  The  Ningchow  teas  were  the  best  of  the  season. 
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The  value  of  liquid  indigo  exported  increased  80  per  cent.,  and 
there  was  a considerable  demand  for  hemp.  Arrivals  of  cottons 
and  yarn  showed  a large  falling-off.  Kerosene  rose  no  less  than 
191  per  cent.  ; the  American  oil  has  at  this  port  completely  ousted 
the  Russian  oil  from  the  market. 

Foreign  opium  is  now  very  dear  and  is ' adulterated  to  a much 
greater  extent  than  formerly.  The  husk  is  ground  very  fine  and 
then  mixed  with  oil  and  sand  and  added  wholesale ; and  arsenic 
and  calomel  are  also  mixed  with  the  drug.  The  presence  of  these 
deleterious  substances  is  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  smokers. 


Kiungchow. 

Kiungchow  trade  suffered  from  the  failure  of  some  of  the 
principal  local  crops  on  account  of  severe  cold,  exceptional  storms, 
and  prolonged  drought.  On  the  other  hand,  tonnage  was  abundant 
and  freights  were  cheap. 

An  exceedingly  flourishing  business  was  done  in  opium  brought 
from  Singapore  in  junks,  which  amounted  to  919  chests.  The 
customs  revenue  was  the  lowest  on  record  collected  since  1884, 
but  this  is  shown  not  to  indicate  a decline  in  the  volume  of  any 
one  branch  of  trade. 

A very  considerable  advance  on  the  figures  for  previous  years 
took  place  in  the  total  value  of  foreign  imported  goods. 

Here  Russian  kerosene  oil  competes  successfully  with  its 
American  rival. 

Over  58,000  pigs  and  20,000,000  hens’  eggs  were  exported  to 
Hong- Kong  during  the  year  The  number  of  emigrants  to 
Singapore  and  Bangkok  has  increased.  Native  opium  is  apparently 
unknown  here. 


WuJm. 

The  principal  item  of  interest  in  the  report  from  Wuhu  consists 
in  the  vicissitudes  of  the  rice  export  trade.  A decline  in  the  price 
of  rice  on  the  southern  markets  towards  the  close  of  1892,  caused 
a considerable  quantity  of  grain  to  remain  awaiting  a rise  of  price 
in  1893.  The  expectation  of  better  times  was  not,  however, 
destined  to  be  realised. 

Exceptionally  good  rice  harvests  in  Siam  and  Annam  caused 
a long  lull  in  the  trade  at  Wuhu.  When  trouble  arose  between 
France  and  Siam,  shippers  hoped  for  a rise  in  the  market,  especially 
as  the  harvest  was  extremely  good.  But  at  harvest  time  the 
province  was  invaded  by  some  heretofore  unknown  disease  which 
attacked  the  natives  suddenly  and  mortally,  carrying  off  entire 
families  and  decimating  the  population  to  such  an  extent  that  in 
some  places  hardly  enough  remained  to  bury  the  dead.  Thus 
much  of  the  grain  was  left  ungathered  and  was  lost. 


PEKIN. 


19 


Kowloon. 

The  total  value  of  the  trade  transported  in  native  shipping  in 
1893  was  the  largest  on  record.  Foreign  imports  showed  a satis- 
factory increase.  The  most  important  rise  was  in  kerosene  oil, 
imported  in  bulk  by  tank  steamers  and  packed  at  Hong-Kong. 
Messrs.  Arnhold,  Karberg  and  Go.  have  a large  tank-oil  establish- 
ment for  their  importation  from  Batoum.  They  will  shortly  be 
able  to  deliver  200,000  gallons  of  locally  packed  oil  daily.  The 
increase  in  the  arrival  of  Russian  oil  amounts  to  nearly  3,000,000 
gallons. 

The  number  of  steam  launches  entered  and  cleared  was  14,146, 
being  double  the  number  of  1892.  They  were  chiefly  engaged  in 
transporting  to  and  fro  passengers  interested  in  visiting  the 
gambling  establishments  at  Kowloon. 

Over  1,000,000  people  are  estimated  to  have  visited  these  re- 
nowned gambling  houses  during  the  year  in  launches  alone.  Just 
as  the  year  ended,  the  doors  of  the  gambling  houses  were  closed 
under  orders  from  Pekin. 

Deliveries  of  foreign  opium  at  Hong-Kong  declined  by  the 
surprising  amount  of  over  17,000  chests.  The  Indian  opium  trade 
throughout  the  year  was  most  unsatisfactory  to  importers.  Native 
opium  is  gaining  a footing  in  the  district  and  bids  fair  to  supplant 
the  foreign  drug  to  a great  extent.  Prepared  opium  packed  in  tins 
from  Singapore,  at  present  forms  the  chief  supply  of  the  Kowloon 
opium  divans. 


Lappa. 

The  Commissioner  of  Customs  in  reporting  the  decline  in  the  Causes  of 
import  of  cotton  and  other  foreign  goods,  says  : “ It  is  commonly  <Jecbne 

i o o * j j toreign  tr&cic 

supposed  that  because  the  population  of  China  is  numbered  by 
hundreds  of  millions,  this  Empire  must  therefore  afford  an  almost 
boundless  market  for  foreign  goods.  Such  a belief  is,  however, 
erroneous.  As  a fact,  those  who  can  afford  to  indulge  in  the  luxury 
of  foreign  clothing  materials  are  limited  to  the  comparatively  very 
small  number  who  enjoy  fixed  incomes  to,  say,  6 dol.  or  7 dol.  and 
upwards  per  month  on  the  coast  and  of  proportionately  larger 
incomes  inland,  where  the  price  of  such  commodities  is  enhanced 
by  commissions,  freight,  and  taxes  en  route  ; and  every  cause  which 
contributes  to  raise  the  prime  cost  of  foreign  goods  or  to  diminish 
the  incomes  of  the  purchasing  class  will  pari  passu  tend  to  restrict 
the  number  of  those  who  can  afford  to  buy  them. 

“ One  such  cause  is  the  depreciation  of  the  value  of  silver.  Again 
the  incomes  of  the  natives  have  not  maintained  their  former  level. 

By  the  annual  decline  of  the  tea  trade,  not  only  has  a source  of 
wealth  which  fertilised  with  its  riches  the  whole  country  been  largely 
exhausted,  but  increased  competition  has  lowered  the  rewards  of 
labour  in  other  fields.  Another  factor  working  in  the  same  direc- 
tion is  the  legislation  restricting  Chinese  emigration  passed  by  the 
United  States,  Canada,  and  Australia.  These  emigrants  in  the 
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course  of  years  brought  or  sent  home,  as  the  fruits  of  their  labour 
and  economy,  large  sums  for  employment  in  business  or  the  im- 
provement of  their  lands  ; while  a profitable  trade  was  developed 
in  supplying  them  when  abroad  with  the  products  of  their  own 
country.  Both  these  sources  of  wealth  are  rapidly  disappearing. 
To  curtail  expenses  is  at  present  the  foremost  consideration  among 
Chinese,  especially  in  the  more  costly  materials  for  clothing 
whether  native  or  foreign.  These  causes  are  only  beginning  to 
make  their  influence  felt ; and  as  their  removal  in  the  near  future 
is  improbable,  decline  rather  than  increase  in  the  demand  for 
foreign  goods  is  to  be  anticipated.” 

It  is  evident  that  the  truth  of  these  observations  applies  as 
much  to  the  whole  of  China  as  to  the  province  itself. 

The  sugar  crop  of  1893  was  an  exceptionally  good  one,  and 
the  price  was  higher  than  in  1892.  The  sugar  went  mainly  to 
J apan. 

Unremitting  vigilance  was  displayed  in  opposing  opium  smug- 
gling from  Singapore  and  Macao,  with  the  result  that  the  clandes- 
tine trade  was  less  than  in  any  previous  year. 

Poppy  cultivation  is  now  established  within  the  district.  Some 
thousands  of  “ mou  ” (1  acre  equals  6 mou)  are  said  to  have  been 
already  planted ; and  as  the  poppy  can  be  sown  in  October  after 
the  autumn  rice  harvest,  and  be  gathered  before  the  planting  time 
in  March,  the  cultivation  will  probably  extend.  The  produce  of 
1 acre  is  estimated  at  32  lbs.  of  dessicated  juice. 

Local  shipowners  are  desirous  of  erecting  a lighthouse  on  the 
dangerous  Eungtai  Island ; but  the  cost  of  so  doing  has  proved 
beyond  their  means. 


Lungchow. 

Lungchow  shows  no  variation  in  its  trade  and  expects  no 
improvement  until  the  long-expected  railway  to  Langson  is  finished 
by  the  Tonkin  Government.  Until  this  is  done  business  must 
remain  insignificant  for  want  of  easy  communication  with  the 
coast. 

Of  imports,  dye-stuffs  (faux  gambier)  furnished  48  per  cent. ; 
timber,  32  per  cent. ; and  aniseed  oil,  10  per  cent.  The  timber 
trade  was  good  throughout  the  year. 

The  yield  of  aniseed  oil  was  scanty,  as  is  usually  the  case  after 
a large  yield  like  that  of  the  previous  year,  but  the  quality  was  very 
good  and  the  price  was  high. 

The  cultivation  of  sugar-cane,  which  produces  an  excellent 
quality  of  sugar,  is  capable  of  considerable  extension.  Before  the 
French  war  in  Tonkin  three  times  the  present  quantity  of  sugar 
was  produced.  ETo  adequate  reason  is  forthcoming  for  the  differ- 
ence between  then  and  now. 

The  price  of  native  opium  was  very  high  owing  to  scanty  supply 
in  consequence  of  a cold  winter.  ISTo  opium  paid  duty  at  the  port 
in  1893. 

In  the  way  of  climate  there  are  two  rainy  seasons,  viz., 
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January-February  and  July- August.  The  summers  are  long  and 
the  winters  very  short. 

The  winters  are  wet  and  very  uncomfortable  with  heavy  clouds 
and  mist  when  there  is  not  actual  rain.  In  summer  the  dryness  of 
the  air  is  especially  noticeable. 


Mengtsz. 

Reports  an  annual  growth  of  trade,  and  an  increase  of  20  per 
cent,  in  1893  over  the  total  value  of  that  of  the  previous  year. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  a careful  survey  of  the  Upper  Survey  of 
Red  River  to  Laokai  was  made  by  the  French  gunboats  “Moulun”  R<?d 
and  “ Jacquin  ” ; the  feasibility  of  steam  navigation  to  that  place 
being  at  once  declared  as  the  result.  Formerly  the  rapids  were  con- 
sidered the  chief  obstacle  to  the  navigation  of  the  Upper  Red  River, 
but  it  has  now  been  demonstrated  that  they  can  easily  be  passed  by 
steamers. 

Properly  constructed  shallow-draught  steamers  will  probably 
be  a paying  concern  in  the  future  and  increase  the  trade  of 
Mengtsz. 

A grant  of  3,000,000  fr.  has  been  made  for  the  improvement  of 
the  waterways  in  Tonkin,  and  a good  portion  of  this  sum  is  to  be 
spent  upon  the  Red  River.  It  is  also  stated  that  a railway  to 
Laokai  is  about  to  be  constructed. 

The  Red  River  region  was  almost  free  from  pirates  during  1893  ; 
both  in  spring  and  autumn  an  outbreak  of  piracy  at  Mapai  some- 
what interfered  with  the  coffin-wood  trade  from  Tonkin. 

Foreign  imports  increased  nearly  72  per  cent.,  Indian  yarn  still  Trade* 
formed  the  bulk  of  them ; but  there  was  a heavy  drop  in  cotton 
piece-goods.  Brass  buttons  appear  to  be  in  favour  as  an  import. 

The  annual  production  of  opium  alone  in  this  province  will  pay 
for  a good  many  million  taels  worth  of  foreign  goods.  Yunnan 
opium  is  highly  prized  by  the  Chinese,  and  large  quantities  are 
sent  yearly  to  the  Yangtse  provinces  and  to  Kwangtung  and 
Kwangsi. 

During  the  year  121,048  pack  animals  passed  the  customs  with 
imports,  exports,  and  transit  goods — an  average  of  over  400  for 
each  working  day. 

The  supply  of  mules  and  horses  was  inadequate  to  the  demand 
and  many  bullocks  were  pressed  into  the  service.  The  latter  are 
slow  and  take  about  7 days  to  cover  the  40  miles  between  Manhao 
and  Mengtsz,  while  mules  and  horses  do  the  journey  in  2 days,  but 
oxen  are  capable  of  carrying  much  heavier  burdens. 

The  work  of  delimitating  the  Ytinnan-Tonkin  frontier  was  Tonkin 
begun  early  in  the  year  and  continued  until  the  middle  of frontier* 
July.  During  that  time  the  greater  part  was  surveyed  and 

mapped  out,  and  little  now  remains  to  be  done. 

The  final  settlement  of  the  frontier  and  the  putting  up  of 
boundary  marks  will  probably  take  place  during  1894. 

The  usual  outbreak  of  plague  occurred  in  summer  and  carried  Plague, 
off  many  victims. 
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The  continued  destruction  of  timber  without  replanting  caused 
the  wonted  floods  and  consequent  farming  disasters. 


Sivatow. 

Swatow  had  a satisfactory  year  with  moderately  good  profits  to 
those  engaged  in  trade.  Money  was  fairly  plentiful  and  interest 
reasonable. 

Notwithstanding  a greatly  reduced  customs  revenue  and  a con- 
siderable falling-off  in  each  of  the  leading  articles  of  import  and 
export,  opium  and  sugar,  the  net  value  of  trade  shows  a small 
advance  over  that  of  1892. 

About  62  per  cent,  of  the  revenue  deficit  is  due  to  the 
diminished  import  of  opium. 

The  receipts  from  tonnage  dues  reached  a higher  point  than  any 
attained  for  10  years  past ; vessels  under  the  British  flag  con- 
tributed as  much  as  94  per  cent,  of  these  dues. 

Kerosene  oil  shows  considerably  reduced  figures.  There  has 
been  a serious  decline  in  the  export  of  sugar  owing  to  the  small- 
ness of  the  crop  ; but  prices  were  remunerative,  especially  to  the 
middlemen  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  outlook  for 
1894  is  adverse  on  account  of  typhoons  and  floods  last  autumn, 
followed  by  prolonged  drought. 

Emigration  to  Of  native  passengers  the  unprecedentedly  large  number  of 
Sumatra,  &c.  93,095  quitted  the  port,  and  56,217  returned  during  the  year. 

There  was  an  advance  of  31,000  over  the  departures  in  1892,  and 
the  traffic  appears  to  be  growing.  The  Dutch  officials  at  Deli  and 
Sumatra  have  organised  most  careful  regulations  for  safeguarding 
Good  the  interests  of  the  Chinese  emigrants  who  work  on  the  tobacco 

regulations,  estates,  and  the  system  adopted  is  decidedly  popular  and  highly 
successful. 

The  conditions  of  their  agreements  are  fully  explained  to  the 
labourers  ; they  are  duly  registered  ; communication  by  letters  and 
messengers  is  easy  and  frequent  with  the  mother  country ; savings 
are  protected  by  non-transferable  orders  on  Swatow  : the  climate 
is  good ; each  estate  has  its  own  hospital  with  free  medical 
attendance  for  the  Chinese ; and  confirmed  invalids  are  per- 
manently provided  for  in  an  asylum  maintained  by  the  Planters’ 
Association  at  Medan  (the  capital  of  the  east  coast  and  seat  of  the 
Residency),  if  they  cannot  be  returned  to  China  or  would  have  no 
means  of  subsistence  there. 


Canton. 

Canton  had  a good  silk  crop  and  an  excellent  sugar  harvest. 
In  the  last  2 years  the  revenue  from  opium  has  declined  28  per 
cent. 

The  import  of  Indian  yarn  fell  from  157,000  to  121,000  piculs  ; 
but  cotton  piece-goods  reverted  to  their  normal  amount,  and  the 
quantity  imported  was  nearly  twice  what  it  was  in  1892 — an 
exceptionally  low  year. 
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On  account  of  the  fall  of  17  per  cent,  in  the  value  of  silver,  silk 
importers  at  home  experienced  a very  unremunerative  year.  The 
native  silk  spinners,  with  a few  exceptions,  did  very  well  and 
realised  large  profits,  especially  on  the  contracts  made  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year. 

The  export  of  matting  continues  to  he  by  far  the  largest  and 
most  important  export  of  Canton  for  at  least  the  past  10  years. 

The  importation  of  foreign  opium  fell  15  per  cent.,  and  that  of 
native  opium  was  much  smaller  than  usual. 

The  pest  of  piracy  was  as  rife  as  ever,  and  the  removal  of  this  Piracy, 
dead-weight  on  the  safety  of  travel  and  transportation  seems 
almost  hopeless.  Some  mitigation  of  the  evil  is  being  found  in  the 
increasing  use  of  steam  transport  on  the  inland  waters.  The 
efforts  of  the  authorities  are  perhaps  more  zealously  directed  at 
present  towards  coast  defence  and  the  taxation  requisite  to  improve 
it  than  to  the  suppression  of  the  bands  whose  hands  are  against 
every  man’s. 

Canton  still  needs  improvements  to  its  water  frontage  in  the 
interests  of  its  ever-growing  boat  and  steamer  traffic.  These  needs 
were  recognised  a few  years  ago,  but  are  apparently  now  forgotten ; 
they  must,  however,  before  long,  be  studied  and  supplied,  as  far  as 
a crowded,  narrow,  and  shallow  river  will  allow. 


Tientsin. 

The  severe  floods  of  1893,  following  scarcely  less  severe  floods 
in  1892,  drought  and  famine  in  the  provinces  lying  on  the  inland 
borders  of  Chihli,  and  uncertain  exchange,  all  combined  to  make 
gloomy  prospects  for  the  trade  of  Tientsin.  Yet  the  merchants 
seem  better  satisfied  with  their  ventures  and  results  in  1893  than 
in  1892,  and  mercantile  transactions  have  been  rendered  safe  by 
increased  caution  on  their  part. 

Both  importation  and  exportation  were  affected  by  local  troubles. 
Produce  on  its  way  to  the  port  was  hampered  by  difficulties  of 
transport,  owing  to  the  impressment  of  all  possible  means  of 
conveyance  by  the  officials  charged  with  famine  relief ; while  the 
destruction  of  the  autumn  crops  nearer  home  took  away  the  means 
of  purchasing  foreign  goods  from  those  most  accustomed  to  their 
use.  In  the  rainy  season  of  the  year  an  area  which  may  be  roughly  Floods, 
estimated  at  2,000  square  miles  suffered  from  floods,  which 
deprived  many  people  of  shelter  and  reduced  them  to  dependence 
upon  charity  for  their  winter  food,  forcing  them  to  crowd  for  relief 
and  shelter  into  the  towns.  The  whole  district  lying  within  30 
miles  or  so  either  side  of  a line  drawn  from  Pekin  to  Tientsin 
may  be  said  to  have  suffered  severely.  Nevertheless,  the  net 
value  of  the  trade  of  the  port  stands  at  the  highest  figure  yet 
reached. 

Large  quantities  of  railway  materials  arrived  during  the  year 
and  helped  to  swell  the  volume  of  foreign  imports,  which  is  the 
highest  yet  attained.  Towards  this  result  the  demand  for  increased 
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quantities  of  aniline  dyes,  window  glass,  matches,  and  kerosene 
oil  also  contributed. 

Tea,  re-export  Practically  the  only  re-export  is  tea  sent  hence  overland  via 
of>  Kiakhta  to  Siberia,  upon  which  is  spent  in  ordinary  years  a sum 

of  nearly  1,000,000  taels,  mostly  in  transport  by  boats  from 
Tientsin  to  Tungchow  and  thence  by  camels,  greatly  to  the  benefit 
of  the  Mongol  Princes,  many  of  whom  find  therein  their  chief 
source  of  revenue.  In  1893  the  amount  thus  spent  for  conveyance 
reached  very  nearly  1,500,000  taels,  the  largest  sum  ever  paid  for 
the  carriage  of  tea  across  the  desert  since  Russian  forwarding 
agents  established  themselves  at  Tientsin. 

But  unfortunately  for  the  trade  of  this  port,  and  still  more  so 
for  the  Mongolian  camel-owners,  the  maximum  has  probably  been 
reached,  and  this  high  point  will  never  again  be  touched ; in  fact, 
Russinn  merchants  expect  that,  in  consequence  of  the  opening  in 
1893  of  a new  steamer  line  on  the  Amoor  River,  the  overland  trade 
in  1894  will  show  serious  signs  of  decline,  and  in  5 years  from  now, 
when  the  projected  railway  and  its  river  steamer  connections 
between  Vladivostock  and  European  Russia  shall  have  been 
completed,  it  will  dwindle  down  to  a level  of  only  one  half  the 
quantity  of  brick  tea  hitherto  sent  by  way  of  Tientsin. 

There  is  a good  trade  in  bristles,  which  have  an  excellent 
reputation  abroad. 

Prophecy  points  to  the  death  of  the  trade  in  foreign  opium  in 
the  not  very  remote  future. 


Conclusion . 

From  the  above  reports  it  may  reasonably  be  concluded  that 
the  year  1893  was  a generally  prosperous  one,  especially  to  the 
Chinese  themselves ; but  it  has  shown  a considerable  decrease  in 
trade  at  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  open  ports,  and  the  decline  in 
foreign  imports  is  a serious  and  significant  feature. 

Reiterated  complaints  come  from  all  parts  respecting  the  want 
of  better  means  of  communication  with  the  interior;  but  little 
prospect  can  be  held  out  of  the  opening  of  rivers,  the  construction 
of  railways,  or  the  making  of  roads. 

An  agreeable  surprise  is  the  expansion  and  partial  recovery  of 
the  tea  trade,  after  the  gloomy  forebodings  so  plentifully  indulged 
in  last  year,  when  we  were  generally  given  to  understand  that  the 
China  tea  trade  was  inevitably  doomed  to  almost  immediate  ruin 
and  extinction. 

Formosa,  Hankow,  and  Amoy  all  report  a certain  revival  and 
stronger  prices : and  it  is  cheering  to  be  able  to  hope  that  this 
most  important  industry  and  business  may  survive  and  re-establish 
itself. 

At  many  ports  a notable  increase  is  recorded  in  the  importa- 
tion of  sugar,  both  white  and  brown,  produced  for  the  most  part 
by  the  Hong-Kong  refineries.  The  taste  of  the  Chinese  for  these 
articles  appears  to  have  largely  developed,  and  the  fact  that  the 
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imported  quantity  has  generally  more  than  doubled  during  the 
past  year,  points  to  a valuable  growth  of  trade  in  this  particular 
line. 

With  regard  to  the  kerosene  oil  import  trade,  it  still,  increases  Kerosene, 
and  forms  a most  important  item  of  foreign  trade.  At  Tamsui 
alone  is  a decrease  reported  : at  all  other  ports  this  trade  is  yearly 
assuming  larger  proportions.  The  importation  of  tank  oil  in  bulk 
has  commenced  and  will  doubtless  give  a further  stimulus  to 
business  in  this  direction  as  soon  as  definitive  regulations  have 
been  agreed  upon  between  the  Chinese  authorities  and  the  foreign 
representatives  interested  in  the  matter.  I note  that  the  American 
oil  is  still  almost  universally  preferred  to  the  Russian,  except  at 
Kiungchow,  where  the  latter  is  the  favourite,  and  at  a few  ports 
where  the  two  kinds  stand  on  an  equal  footing. 

The  most  serious  decline  in  foreign  imports  is  undoubtedly  in  Decline  in 
cotton  goods  and  Indian  yarn.  Such  decline  is  noted  at  almost  foreign  trade* 
every  one  of  the  ports  open  to  trade.  We  see  Japanese  cottons 
ousting  English  goods  from  the  market  in  some  places,  whilst  in 
others  even  native  made  cloth  is  preferred. 

The  causes  of  the  steady  decrease  of  foreign  trade  interests  in 
China  at  this  time  are  not  far  to  seek  nor  difficult  to  understand  ; 
and  upon  this  point  I would  draw  attention  to  the  pertinent 
remarks  of  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  at  Lappa,  given  under 
that  heading.  The  great  depreciation  in  the  value  of  silver  has 
most  strongly  affected  the  China  trade  ; but  this  subject  is  so  well 
known  and  has  been  so  exhaustively  and  universally  treated  else- 
where, that  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  to  make  mention  of 
it  in  this  place. 

The  effects  of  the  fall  in  silver  were  intensified  by  the  closing 
of  the  Indian  mints  to  silver  in  the  middle  of  the  year  1893.  All 
imports  on  which  the  foreign  trade  in  China  principally  relies 
have  naturally  become  dearer,  and  the  only  wonder  is  that  com- 
mercial failures  and  losses  have  not  been  more  numerous  and 
extensive  than  is  actually  the  case  up  to  the  present  time. 

All  whose  salaries  in  the  country  are  paid  in  silver  find  their 
incomes  now  reduced  by  one  half  at  least ; and  as  they  form  the 
majority  of  the  foreign  residents,  it  can  readily  be  understood  that 
trade  must  also  suffer  from  this  cause  alone. 

I am  given  to  understand  that  at  Shanghai,  and  probably  also 
at  others  of  the  more  important  centres  of  foreign  trade,  the 
tendency  is  for  small  merchants,  brokers,  middlemen  aad  commis- 
sion agents,  both  native  and  foreign,  to  realise  moderate  profits 
and  sufficient  incomes  on  the  principle  of  “small  gains  and  quick 
returns,”  whilst  the  larger  firms  are  rather  losing  money,  because 
there  does  not  exist  a sufficiently  great  exchange  of  trade  to  co'v  er 
large  imports  in  a remunerative  manner.  For  example,  the  small 
dealer  who  imports  ten  chests  of  opium  may  export  ten  bales  of 
silk,  and  thus  work  his  business  concurrently  in  both  branches  of 
trade,  whilst  a large  house,  like  that  of  Sassoon  Brothers,  will  not 
think  it  worth  while  to  import  less  than,  let  us  say,  500  or  1,000 
chests  of  opium  at  a time,  and  cannot  find  enough  silk  or  other 
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Opium. 

Miscellaneous 

notes. 

Plague,  &c. 


native  export  in  the  market  to  stand  as  an  equivalent  for  the  large 
import  of  the  other  article  of  merchandise. 

Apropos  of  opium,  the  opponents  of  the  traffic  in  that  drug 
will  note  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction  the  yearly  decrease  in  its 
importation  into  China  ; but  they  may  not  be  equally  pleased  with 
the  account  of  its  wholesale  and  abominable  adulteration  as 
recorded  in  the  report  from  Tainan. 

In  the  way  of  miscellaneous  notes  I would  remark  the  develop- 
ment of  trade  at  the  outlying  station  of  Mengtsz  as  pointing  to  a 
prosperous  future. 

The  appearance  of  the  Yunnan  bubonic  plague,  or  some  kindred 
malady,  now  raging  at  Canton,  Pakhoi,  and  Hong-Kong,  is  a subject 
belonging  to  the  history  of  1894  and  not  to  that  of  1893  ; but  it  is 
curious  to  note  that  in  1893  there  was  a serious  outbreak  of  a 
sudden,  fatal,  and  hitherto  unknown  plague,  which,  as  far  as  >1  can 
ascertain,  is  not  kindred  to  the  aforesaid  bubonic  fever. 

An  interesting  item  is  recorded  under  the  heading  Amoy,  in 
which  province  a Chinese  official  has  taken  the  unusual  course  of 
attempting  to  foster  and  improve  the  silk  industry,  and  of  support- 
ing and  encouraging  native  Christians  in  his  district  who  are 
striving  to  assist  him  in  his  laudable  endeavour. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  successful  introduction  of  an  iron 
sugar-cane  crushing  mill  in  Formosa  will  lead  to  the  further  im- 
portation of  similar  machinery  in  course  of  time. 

In  the  Ningpo  report  one  notices  the  continued  prevalence  of 
piracy  in  the  Chusan  Archipelago,  and  wonders  that  the  consider- 
able naval  resources  of  the  Chinese  Government  should  not  be 
employed  to  put  a stop  to  it. 

From  Wenchow  we  again  hear  the  complaint  of  a want  of 
competition  in  shipping. 

Suggestions  come  from  Pakhoi,  Tainan,  and  Chinkiang  to  the 
effect  that  there  is  a good  opening  for  cheap  kerosene-oil  safety- 
lamps  as  an  article  of  import  largely  in  demand. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Pakhoi  we  are  told  that  the  cocoa-nut, 
areca-nut,  castor-oil  plant,  and  coffee  might  be  cultivated  with 
advantage. 

There  seems  as  yet  to  be  but  little  opening  for  the  introduction 
of  foreign  machinery  into  China. 


Pekin  and  Tientsin. 

Concerning  the  capital  I have  little  to  report  this  year  in  the 
way  of  novelty.  The  foreign  community  started  a roads’  committee 
with  the  praiseworthy  desire  of  cleansing  and  levelling  the  foul 
streets  immediately  around  the  legations  and  customs  residences. 
A water-cart  was  purchased  and  created  no  small  sensation  among 
the  populace  on  its  first  appearance ; but  only  a torrent  of  rain 
suffices  to  lay  the  deep  dust  of  Pekin,  and  the  efforts  to  remove 
the  filth  of  the  roads  have  proved  inadequate  and  almost  abortive. 

The  fall  in  silver  has  caused  a rise  in  the  price  of  all  foreign 
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goods.  Our  two  foreign  storekeepers  (French  and  Danish)  have 
done  well ; they  have  pulled  down  their  barns  and  built  greater 
ones.  An  English  firm  has  had  thoughts  of  establishing  a branch 
here,  but  seems  to  have  abandoned  the  intention. 

During  the  floods  of  last  autumn  a serious  breach  occurred  in 
the  Peiho  River,  which  remained  open  for  many  months  and 
rendered  all  navigation  impossible  even  for  small  boats.  Great 
destitution  followed  the  floods,  and  Pekin  was  invaded  by  a host 
of  starving  beggars.  Riots  and  even  insurrection  were  feared  and 
predicted  during  the  winter  both  here  and  at  Tientsin ; but  fortu- 
nately there  was  no  very  severe  cold  and  all  went  off  peaceably. 
Rumours  of  a projected  rising  against  the  ruling  dynasty  are, 
however,  still  current  and  widespread  amongst  the  people,  and 
a recent  day  (April  6,  1894)  was  said  to'  have  been  fixed  for  its  out- 
break. 

On  that  day  there  was  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  ; but  the  sky  was 
cloudy  and  the  mass  of  the  populace  remained  ignorant  of  the 
occurrence  of  the  phenomenon  which,  when  observed,  is  always 
regarded  by  them  as  a fearful  portent  and  one  disastrous  to  the 
reigning  sovereign. 

The  floods  of  1893  revived  much  talk  of  the  making  of  a good 
road  or  even  of  a railway  from  Pekin  to  Tientsin,  but  nothing  has 
been  done. 

Few  European  travellers  have  visited  the  capital  during  the 
three  past  years. 

Very  large  sums  of  money  are  coming  in  to  the  palace  in  view 
of  the  festivities  in  celebration  of  the  60th  birthday  of  the  Dowager 
Empress. 

I hear  of  the  existence  in  Pekin,  as  well  as  at  Canton,  of  large 
and  ancient  establishments  for  the  artificial  incubation  of  hen’s 
and  duck’s  eggs.  As  yet  I have  not  been  able  to  visit  and  inspect 
them. 

The  Viceroy  Li  Hun<^  Chang  has  lately  established  a new 
medical  school  at  Tientsin  in  which  Chinese  students  are  being 
taught  Western  science  so  as  to  become  efficient  doctors  for  the 
army  and  navy.  Twenty  bright  and  promising  youths  have  been 
selected  at  Shanghai,  where  they  have  studied  English  from  4 to 
6 years ; they  form  two  classes,  the  senior  and  junior.  An  English 
physician  directs  the  medical  and  surgical  courses. 
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